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FripAY, August 24, 1865.

Prayer by Eld. Archy Smith
Introductory sermon was preached by Eld. Wm. Johnson, from St.
John, 17th chapter and 21st verse.
Letters of the Churches called for, read, and the
enrolled as follows :

messengers names
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New Liberty....... J. M. Frost, sr., J. E. Kenny, J. H. Coats,
T.J. Jenkins, T. W. Garnett, J. M.
Frost, jr., G. W. Jenkins, Jos. Revill,
¢ G. Ingraham, W. A. Bond, J. W.
Vallandigham, L. L. North, and D. L.
I o . S e o 48/14| 5|12 8/463/$5 00
Ghent....ccco.soeseeec [Thos. Hopkins, 8. G. Scott.,W Craig, b
jr., Jno. Howard, and D. L. Rice...... 30| 6 9| 3| 3|227| 3 00
Mt. Hebron....ese.. Steven Gross, and LaFavet,te GOS8 esans 26| 1 1| 83| 1 00
Muscle Shoals..... Wm. Cobb, and J. W. Waldrop............| 2| 2| 1| 6/ 3| 2/385| 2 60
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Mt. Pleasant.......|J. W.Scott, 8. Johnscn, Wm Yancy .....
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Greenup’s Fork....| L. H. Salm, N. Shelton, . K. Scott C.
Marston, and E. Shipp....cvecsreseirienes 52| 3| 2 3| 11143} 2 00
Salen.. coeenisnnnes G. B. Lusby, S. Montgomery, W...D.
Hunter, R. Thomas, and John Coats... 5 1] JEL63! 1 70
‘White’s Run.. .....,Wm. Johnson, Thos. Hanks, 8. McCan,
and JohRMDERbIroC . is vosyssessssamansanis 2| 2 2/ 1/ [153| 1 30
Lockport ..... e R. C. Hance, J. Clements, P. Clements,
and W. H. Arnold. BT 3| 1| 59| 60
Drenon’s Ridge....[A. B. Rees, H. 8. Adams, Thos. Hart-
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gomery S LA L s 1928 1| 5 1| 3{138| 1 50
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Bro. Thos. J. Jenkin chosen Moderator, and J. B. Mordoff Clerk.

On motion, correspondence with Long Run, Ind., is discontinued.

Letters from corresponding Associations called for, read and Mes-
sengers names enrolled ag follows:

Eik Horn—Eld. B. D. Isbell, and Wm. MeDonald,

Ten Mile—Bro. M. J. Williams, J. Layle, J. D Harrison, J. H.
Young, and Samuel A. Green.

Sulphur Fork—Eld. J. C. Freeman.

Franklin—Elds. J. D. Bohanan, T. M. Daniel, F. A. Hodges, and
J. H. Duncan.

North Bend—Bro. R. K. Graves, and J. H. Smith.

Bros. N. 8. Vandoren, and H. P. Montgomery were appointed to
prepare letters to corresponding Associations.

Circular letter called for, read and referred to Bros. W. A. Bond,
H. P. Montgomery, and J. B. Mordoff ag committee of criticism.

On motion—Order no 17 of the rules of decorum of this Associa-
tion is rescinded.

The next Association will be held with the church at Drenon’s
Ridge, Henry Co., Ky., commencing on Friday before the 4th Satur-
day in August, 1866.

Eld. J. M. Frost selected to preach the next introductory sermon,
Eld. L. H. Salin, alternate.

Rev. Wesley Wheatley to write the next circular lefter.

Eld. W. Pope Yeaman requested to deliver a lecture to the Asso-
ciation to-morrow morning, 9 o’clock.

Bro. B. T. Blewett requested to lecture to-morrow at 2 o’clock, P.
M., upon the educational interests of our denomination.

Resolutions were adopted to the end that we endorse and recom-
wend the Baptist Monthly, edited and published at Covington, Ky.,
by Elds. Yeaman and Varden, as entirely worthy of the support of
our denomination.

Adjourned till to-morrow at 8 o’clock.

Saturday Morning, August 25, 1865.
Association met pursuant to adjoutnment.
Prayer by Eld. A. F. Baker.



3

Eld. W. P. Yeaman, according to request, delivered a very able
and instructive lecture,

Letters to corresponding Associations were read and adopted, and
the following bre’'n. agreed to bear them:

Bk Horn—Eld. J. M. Frost, sr., L. H. Salin, and J. M. Frost, jr.

Franklin——Eld. B. O. Branham, J. E. Kenny, and T. J. Jenkins

North Bend—Eld. B. O. Branham, Thos, Hanks, W. Craig, jr., and
Jno. Howard.

Sulphur Fork—Bro. John Chilton, A. B. Rees, H. S. Adams, and
L. 8. Chilton. ‘

Ten Mile—Eid. J. M. Frost, sr., J. W. Waldrope, and J. E. Kenny.

The committee 7o whom was referred the circular letter, made their
report, which was received.

Elds. J. M. Frost, sr., and W. Pope Yeaman, presented a copy of
the minutes of General Association; and Elds, L. H. Salin, and J. M.
Frost were selected to vrepresent Concord Association in that body at
its next annual meeting. '

Blds. W. Pope Yeaman, J. M. Bent, and T. M. Daniel, selected to
preach on to-morrow.

As¢ the time specified by request, Bro. B. T. Blewett gave a short
but very impressive lecture upon our educational interests, urging
with much force the importance of Concord Association building up,
at some central point, say New Liberty, a first class school, to be un-
der the control of our denomination.

The Clerk selected to attend to the printing and distribution of the
minutes.

On motion adjourned. :

- T. J. JENKINS, Moderator,
J. B. Morporr, Clerk.

LETTER TO CORRESPONDING ASSOCIATIONS.
The Concord Association of Baptists to the Associations with whom she
corresponds.
DEarRLY BELOVED BRETHREN:—We rejoice that our Heavenly
Father of His infinite goodness and mercy has permitted us to meet
together again as an Association; and are happy that messengers have
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met with us from many of the Associations with whom we have long
held correspondence.

The intelligence from a number of our constituent churches is
highly gratifying—a number of them having enjoyed precious sea-
sons of grace—a revival of God’s work in the conversion of sinners;
while in many of our ehurches, we have to sorrow over a dearth in the
cause of our Blessed Redeemer

Our introductory sermon was preached with great acccptance by
Eld. Wm. Johason, from St. John, 17, 21, first clause.

We detire with renewed earnestness to continue our correspondence
with you, and to that end bave appointed messengers to bear this let-
ter, with our heartfelt desire that God will revive his work in your
every heart, and build you up in our most holy faith.

Our next Association will be held with the church at Drenon’s Ridge,
Henry Co., Ky., commencing on Friday before the 4th Saturday in
August, 1866.

Signed by order of the Association.

T. J. JENKINS, Moderator.

J. B. Morporr, Clerk,

CIRCULAR LETTER.

1o the Churches composing Concord Association of Baptists :

Your brethren convened with the Church at Long Ridge, in Associ-
ation, wish grace, merey, and peace, from God the Father, and Christ
Jesus our Lord. They have selected as a profitable theme for your
meditations and prayerful investigation,

The duty of members of the Church towards ministers of the gospel.

We understand ministers to be the instruments, the heaven appoint-
ed means, to unfold the plan of salvation to a dying world; and the
doctrine that all Baptists hold, is, that ministers are called to this im-
portant work by the Spirit of God. So soon, therefore, as a disposi-
tion and talent are properly manifested to this end, the Church sets
them apart by solemn ordinance to the holy ecalling. This very act
of the Church morally binds her to contribute to the physical neces-
sities of the one set apart, outside of any Christian duty ; and yet the
New Testament clearly teaches it to be a Christian duty. If then it
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be the moral obligation and sacred duty of the Church to give for such
a purpose, it certainly includes every member of it—at least, every
member that possibly can.

Again : the very nature of the labors and duties of an efficieut min-
ister renders his support by the brethren an absolute necessity. What
are some of his duties? The most import, or at least, the most labor-
ious, is the office of teacher. This implies a preparation upon his part
—a critical and diligent study of the word of God, and severe mental
application ; a kind of exercise that impairs physical strength much
faster than manual labor. The office of teacher presupposes also su-
perior attainments in knowledge ; and then to break successfully to a
congregation the bread of life, giving to each his portion in due sea-
son, requires a knowledge of the habits, customs and dispositions
of the individual members, which can only be acquired by visiting
them at their homes; holding religious conversation with them, and
becoming acquainted with the wants of the individual members of the
family circle. Yet, in view of all this, and much more, many members
of Churches composing this Association worth $20,000, give only $5
or $10 to their pastor ; while others worth $10,000 refuse to give a sin-
gle cent. The latter usually argue that inasmuch as God calls, He will,
to some extent, at least, impart the preparation; and that, therefore, it
isas much the duty of the minister to preach as for them tolisten. What
an argument! Itis true that if called, they will receive spiritual
strength in time of need, but the intellectual preparation is of them-
selves—and this is labor in its fullest sense—such labor, too, as in all
other departments of life commands the highest price. But, is it a
duty in the sense of labor, for a Christain to attend Divine service?
Or does he not rather do so as a Christian privilege, to be instructed,
built up, confirmed and established in the faith of the gospel? The
answer of all Christians will annihilate the argument. The pittance
that a pastor usually receives is such that his mind is often burdened,
and his mental energies paralyzed with the cares and necessities of his
family. Now, is it possible that God will wink at such neglect upon
~ the part of the Churches? We ought, brethren, as far as possible to
be co-workers with God; and how can we so effectually be instrumental
in spreading the gospel as by giving to the ministry such a support as
will enable them to devote their entire time, talents and energy, to the
important work they have espoused.

In Ezek. xxxiii, we read, “So then, O, son of man, I have et thee
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a watchman unto the house of Isreal;” (and, addressing the watch-
man) “if thou dost not speak to warn the wicked from his way, that
wicked man shall die in his iniquity ; but his blood will I require at
thy hand.” Now, the church sets apart the watchman to “say unto that
wicked man thou shalt surely die ;”” if the Church fails to sustain him
in his arduous sentinel duties—if, by the very neglect of the Church
he is unable to warn the wicked, &ec., yet, “that wicked man shall die
in his iniquity ;’ but at whose hands, brethren, will his blood be re-
quired ? This question comes to us with fearful significance.

The Apostle Paul in acknowledging “the things which were sent”’
to him from the brethren at Philippi, calls them ‘“‘an odor of a sweet
smell, a sacrifice well pleasing to God.”

Now, religion as taught and understocd by all Baptists, consists of
the implantation of a new principle in the heart, from which good
works flow naturally as pure water from a transparent fountain. That
i, the desires of the heart in the renewed man are for righteous-
ness—the warfare with the flesh, &o., of course remaining. When pro-
fessors, therefore, feel it in their hearts to refuse persistently year af-
ter year to offer what the Apostle terms a “sacrifice, acceptable, well
pleasing to God;” are they not, to speak mildly, displeasing their
Heavenly Master ? And does it not savor of covetousness, a sin class-
ed with adultery and drunkenness? Or, to be plain, is it not reason-
able grounds to doubt true and genuine conversion? These are
questions that come home to all of us, and are thrown out for our
private meditation. _

Brethren, look at the decline of the ministry in the bounds of our
Association. Death has cut some off in the very prime and vigor of
manhood and usefulness; others have removed to distant fields of la-
bor ; some have given up the ministry for the secular pursuits of life,
under the the plea of gaining family subsistence; while but a few,
very few of our young brethren manifest a disposition to assume the
unwelcome ‘calling of Zion’s watchmen. These are facts which we
know to exist, and which we must face. How account for them ?—
There seems to be but one rational interpretation, and that is upon
the principle of “grace to help in time of need”—but only in need.—
God will undoubtedly have a ministry as long as there is a Church;
but Churches, as distinet organizations, sometimes cease to exist, We
have a striking example or two in the bounds of our Association. All
these things, view them as you will, are but so many chastisements to
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teach us our duty; and they are wise indeed, who heed them. Inthe
early history of Kentucky, the Baptists had a powerful ministry, axd
yet the brethren were unable from actual povery to give much for
their support; still they did what they could, and God blessed it as an
acceptable sacrifice. (Compared with what is now contributed, and the
relative means and facilities for accumulating worldly substance, it
was truly “the widow’s mite.” We do not know in Church history of
a more forcible exemplification of the promise to ‘‘help in iime of
need.”

But, brethren, the témes espeeially demand an efficient ministy—ed-
ucated, talented, zealous, and persevering—men who devote their
whole time and enegy to the work. We have just emerged from a
bloody, fearful, devastating civil war, leaving in its wake all the evilg
that strifes inevitably engender. Again : nearly all students of Bibli-
cal chronology agree that we are upon the eve of some great event.—
Many argue, and with much force, that prophecy is about to be ful-
filled in the second coming of Christ—that the time is at hand when
“the dead in Christ shall rise first ; then we which are alive and re-
main, shall be caught up together with them in the clouds, to meet
the Lord in the air.”

We learn from Matt. xxiv, that in the latter times there shall be
false prophets which, “if possible, shall deceive the very elect.” How
important then that we have vigilant watchmen—a zealous ministry ;
and it rests with the members composing the Churches of our denomi-
nation to make that ministry just what we desire it should be. If the
brethren will but do their part, rest assured our Heavenly Master
will do His. -

Brethren, let us come up to the work in earnest.

[This letter was prepared by a lay member, and submitted for eriti-
cism to a committee of lay members.]
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