


AN introductory sermon was preached by Elder B. Garnett,
from the 8d chapter of John, and 8d verse: ‘‘Jesus answered
and said unto him, Verily, verily I say unto thee, except a man
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be born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God.”

After which the letters from the churches were called for, read,

and their Messengers’ names enrolled as follows :
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Preas. View,.|G. R. Lee, P. H. Campbell, G. S. Gra-
vitt, W. J. Hughes, and S. Wiley,|.26/.2|.3|.1|.2(.2/.165| 1 00
‘Warsaw,..... No letter nor messenger. Total last
FOOT v sirvn s O, LS SO R PR
LOCKPORT, 0. W H. Arnold, A. J. Razor, Samuel
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Elder L. D. Alexander was chosen Moderator, and John H.
Coates Clerk.

The Association was then called to order, and the Throne of
Grace addressed by Elder E. D. Isbell.

Visiting ministers, who are not messengers, were invited to
seats.

Letters from corresponding Associations called for, read, and
their Messenger’s names enrolled as follows, viz:

North Bend—ZElder James A. Kirtley, J. P. Scott, and B. W.
Allen.

Franklin—Elders B. T. Quinn, T. M. Daniel, J. Wingate, and
J. N. Witt.

Sulphur Fork—Elders A. Smith, W. W. Foree, J. Dulaney,
and R. H. Buckley.

Long Run—Elder 8. H. Ford.

Ten Mile—No letter nor messenger.

Elkhorn—Letter, but no messenger.

Long Run, Ind.—No letter nor messenger.

The Circular Letter called for, read, and referred to a com-
mittee of brethren, Wm. Johnson, B. Garnett, and E. Threlkeld,
to examine and report to-morrow.

Brethren B. F. Hungerford, J. W. Waldrope, and R. M. Lee,
were appointed a committee to prepare letters to corresponding
Associations, and report the same to-morrow.

Ordered that our next Association be held with the church at
Owenton, on Friday before the 4th Saturday in August, 1859.
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Elder B. F. Taylor was requested to deliver a lecture to the
Association to-morrow morning, at 9 o’clock.

The Moderator and Clerk appointed a Committee of Arrange-
ment.

Committee on Religious Literature—B. F. Hungerford, E.
Threlkeld and M. Barrett.

The report of the Central Committee on Missions was read and
referred to Brethren J. W. Waldrope, 8. McCann, and B. Garnett.

Adjourned till to-morrow morning, 9 o’clock.

Prayer by Bro. A. Smith.

Saturpay Morning, 9 o’clock.

The Association met and opened with prayer by Elder J. A.
Kirtley ; after which a lecture was delivered by Elder B. T.
Taylor.

The Committee of Arrangements made a report, which was
adopted.

The Circular Letter was reported, with amendments, which,
after being read and commented upon, was adopted.

Corresponding letters called for, read, and the following breth-
ren agreed to bear them :

To Franklin—to be held with the church at Forks of Elkhorn,
Tuesday before the 4th Friday in August, 1859—C. S. Striblin,
J. T. Kemper, and B. Garnett.

Ten Mile—to be held with the church at Crooked Creek, Pen-
dleton county, 1st Friday in September, 1858—C. M. Rlley, Z.
Clement, and Wm. Cobb.

Long Run—to be held at Jeffersontown, on the 7th of Sept.,
1858—J. M. Whittaker and G. Coblin.

North Bend—to be held at Sand Run, Boone county, on the
8th day of Sept., 1858—A. Mothershead and Elder William
Johnson,

Sulphur Fork—to be held at Dover, Shelby county, Sept. 14th,
1858—J. Malin, A. B. Rees, and John Chilton.

Elkhorn—to be held at Stamping Ground, on Tuesday after
the 2d Saturday in August, 1859 —Z. Clement, J. H. Coates, and
Elders E. Threlkeld and J. E. Kenney.
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Long Run, Ind.—M. Barrett.

The committee, to whom was referred the report of the Central
Committee, find it impossible to agree with reference to its adop-
tion or rejection, and therefore refer it back to the Association.

Evening Sgssion, 1 o’clock, P, M.

The Association re-assembled, and after prayer, Elder S. H.
Ford delivered a sermon.

Elder Wm. Johnson to preach the next introductory sermon ;
and, in case of failure, Elder C. M. Riley his alternate.

Elders J. H. Kirtley, B. T. Quinn, A. Smith, and B. T. Tay-
lor, were selected to preach to morrow.

It is agreed, that in future, instead of a circular letter, we will
have a condensed history of each church, commencing with the
oldest (New Liberty), and that the church appoint one of her own
members to write said history.

The report of the Central Committee called for, read, and re-
ceived, embracing the report of our missionary, who has been in
the service of the Association 10 months ; preached 305 sermons,
and received into the fellowship of the churches 207 ; and the
same committee retained to settle with Bro. C. M. Riley.

The following resolutions, presented by Bro. B. F. Hunger-
ford, Chairman of Committee on Religious Literature, were read
and adopted :

Resolved, That in the opinion of this Association, the cause of truth de-
mands that our denominational papers and periodicals be plain and pointed
upon all issues touching faith and practice, and that they should be devoted
to the interests of the Baptist denomination exclusively.

Resolved, That in our opinion, the Christian Repository, edited and pub-
lished by Elder S. H. Ford, and the Western Recorder, edited by Bro. J. Otis,
are eminently worthy the patronage of the friends of truth, and that we
heartily endorse the course taken by their Editors in conducting them.

The following preamble and resolutions were also presented by
Bro. B. F. Hungerford, and adopted :

InasmMucn as we believe that the organization, known as the United Bap-
tists, is the Church, and the only Church of Christ upon earth, and that the
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ordinances practiced therein are according to the teachings of God’s word,
therefore,

Resolved, That we recognize only those as proper subjects of church
membership who attribute a pardon of their sins only to an exercise of re-
pentance toward God, and faith in our Lord Jesus Christ, and submit to the
ordinance of baptism upon a profession of faith in Christ.

Resolved, That the Lord’s Table can be spread only in the Church of
Christ; and that none but its members are entitled to partake thereof.

Resolved, That we recommend that the brethren abstain from communion
with other denominations, because only by so doing can they act consistently
with the principles they profess.

Brethren B. Garnett and Jno. H. Coates were appointed to
superintend the printing and distribution of the minutes.

L. D. ALEXANDER, MoDERATOR,

New Liberty, Ky.
Jorn H. Coatses, Olerk,

New Liberty, Ky.



CIRCULAR LETTER.

To the Churches of Concord Association, convened with the
Baptist Church of Christ at Drennon Ridge, Owenr county,
Ky., August 27th, 1858 :

Dear Brerarex :—Another year has passed away since our
last annual convention, and thousands have passed into eternity ;
but we are still spared and permitted to meet in an associational
capacity to consult in reference to the prosperity of Christ’s king-
dom. The past year has been one of great religious interest.
The power of truth has been developed in the conversion of sin-
ners in a manner unknown since the days of the Apostles. The
pentacostal cry has been heard from thousands of anxious souls
throughout christendom. We seem to be on the eve of a great
moral revolution, equal to that brought about, under God, by the
immortal Luther. Nor is it any the less needed. The Christian
world is perplexed by her own teachings. The minds of honest
seekers after truth are beclouded with doubt and uncertainty, be-
cause of a want of unity of sentiment, purpose, and action, among
the professed followers of Christ. Brethren, is Christ divided ?
If not, his people will be a unit in “‘faith and practice.” Our
Lord established his church during his incarnation upon certain
principles, and with certain ordinances. These principles are
immutable and general ; the ordinances limited and special. He
gave it for a constitution, * One Lord, one faith, and one bap-
tism.” One Lord, even the triune God. One faith, which en-
ables the believer to claim Christ as 4¢s Saviour. One baptism,
even immersion into the name of the Father, Son, and Holy
Spirit.

Brethren, various are the societies claiming to be the Church,
or branches of the Church of Christ. But before we recognize
them as such, we should try them by the apostolic creed—one
Lord, one faith, and one baptism ; and if found wanting, candor,
consistency, and God’s word require us to reject them to being
Churches of Christ ; for such a church must have apostolic *“fazth
and practice.” All Pedo-communionists teach that the pouring
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or sprinkling of an infant or adult is Christian baptism ; while we
believe that this practice has neither precept nor example in God’s
word. Hence Pedobaptist organizations do not practice Christian
baptism, and thereby set aside an important feature in the creed
of ancient Christianity. The members of a gospel church must
be immersed believers. Without this, church fellowship cannot
exist. Hence, those organizations that practice sprinkling or
pouring for baptism, are not Churches of Christ. They are reli-
gious societies, and so far as they preach Christ and him crucified,
we bid them God speed.

There can be no departure from the model given by our Sa-
viour. If the church can depart in one instance from apostolic
usage, it can in all. And hence, by introducing one innovation,
however slight, the way is opened for a complete revolution in,
and destruction of the faultless organization, of which Christ is
the chief corner stone, which has been cemented by the blood of
apostles and martyrs, and prayed for by the pious of all ages.

The Church of Christ has not only apostolic practice, but also
apostolic faith. Not an ¢ntellectual faith, by which we give the
assent of the mind to truth ; not a mere belief that ‘““Jesus Christ
is the Son of God ;” not a faith that canses ‘“ Devils to tremble,”
but one that enables the believer to feel that Christ is Azs Saviour.
A faith that causes him to realize that his sins are pardoned, and
by which he

‘“ Reads his title clear
To mansions in the skies.”

To feel that Jesus is our Redeemer is saving faith, and can be
realized only by the pardoned one. This faith does not lead zo
repentance, but follows it. ¢ By faith the Christian stands.” By
it *“he is justified.” If faith precedes repentance, then is one
justified and pardoned before he repents of sin or prays for par-
don. Such a system of theology is a perversion of the plain
teachings of God’s word, as well as Christian experience. Every
child of God %knows that in coming to Christ he first became pen-
itent, repented of his sins and prayed for pardon, and, last in the
series, exercised faith—saving faith.

The seriptural order is ‘‘ Repentance towards God, and faith
in Jesus Christ.” The organization that reverses this order can-
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not be the church of Christ. Our Saviour has given no authori-
ty to any human tribunal to change the ordinances of his church,
or reverse the order of the terms of salvation. Brethren, there
is danger of setting aside the power of truth by teaching the
¢ traditions of men” instead of the commandments of God.
There can be no compromise between truth and error. Truth is
plain and forcible, and appeals directly to the heart. It paints
the image of Christ upon the soul in characters of living light
and beauty. It purifies the heart, and creates us anew in Christ
Jesus unto good works. How different is that lifeless system of
Christianity that appeals only to intellectual faculties, but never
reaches the deep fountains of man’s corrupt nature; that makes
religion an ineffective system of Ethics, fcunded upon logical de-
ductions and conclusions, calculated to control the actions of men
rather than the emotions of the soul. Brethren, ¢ let us contend
earnestly for the faith once delivered to the saints,” rejecting the
pretensions of the ¢sms of the day to being churches of Christ,
and deny that our Lord established different churches, with differ-
ent ordinances, different faiths, and different baptisms. There is
but one church, with one Lord, one faith, and one baptism. For
eighteen hundred years it has contended against the powers of
sin. In the dens and caves of the earth, it found a safe retreat
during the ascendency of papal power, but now it stands forth in
the majesty and strength of divine truth, acknowledging no mem-
bership but believers immersed upon a profession of faith in
Christ, no laws but those of divine authority, and no head but
Christ. To this church has been committed the great work of
evangelizing the world ; of giving the Bible to every nation in
their own language, and of sending missionaries to the heathen.
Brethren, let us lay aside all controversy concerning things that
do not tend to the progress of Christ’s kingdom, and unite all our
influence and means in the glorious work of propagating the truths
of Christianity. May the blessing of God attend you, and prepare
you for a dwelling *“in that house not made with hands—eternal
in the heavens.”
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