





MINUTES,

An introductory discourse was delivered by Bro. T. Fisugr, from the 15th chapter,
tst Corinthians, 58th verse: ¢ Therefore, my beloved brethren, be ye steadfast, unmo-
vable, always abounding in the work of the Lord, forasmuch as ye know that your
labour is not in vain in the Lord.”
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CIRCULLAR LETTER.

—

To the Churches composing the Concord Association of Baptists:

Brrruren: A merciful providence has again permxtted us to meet in holy:
convocation, and to address you, as we trust, in the spirit of the gospel; ae-
companying it with our prayers, that the divine blessing may rest npon you;
that God’s holy aprmt may: sanctify your hearts, and keep you “unspotted
from the world.,”  Although dark shadows may cast an apparent gloom over
the Church for a season, “and the love of many wax cold,” yet. the glorious
truth remains unshaken, «that Jesus reigns,” and is waiting to be gracious,
and even while we are called upon to mourn over our departures,from the
“sirait and narrow way’’—for our guilty emissions of duty, and our general
unprofiableness; we can rejoice that we have a mercifal high priest who can
feel for our infirmities, and is ever ready to heal the backslidings of the hum-
ble and contrite in heart. Brethren, this is surely a seasonable time to inves-
tigate and examine our whole character; not only as moral beings, but as pro-
fessing christians. Man alone is endowed with reason and conscience, with
power to carry his thoughts forward to the future, and backward to the past;
to draw inferences for the regulation of his conduet towards himself, towards
his fellow man, and above all, towards Aiém from whom he has derived every
blessing, and to whose service he is bound to consecrate every tlent and
power of the soul. But, to understand correctly, this selemn and sacred con-
secration of talents, and powers of soul, we must bend our whole energies in
a prayerful spirit to the revelation of God’s will concerning us, which he has
vouchsafed in that blessed book, the Bible; in that alone, the sincere enquirer
will find a safe guide on earth, and'f(’) happiness through eternity. It is our
highest duty, and but a reasonable service, to devote our bodies and spirits to
the love and service of the most High God; and to constantly remember, that
we are responsible for every moment of time, for every thought and action, to
Him that judgeth righteously; and, that nothing can be approved by him, which

s not performed in submissive obedience to his divine commands. We must
afi"n remember, that our resnonsibilifies are great in provortion to our oppor-
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tunities of dispensing good, and are greatly augmented by every means putin
our power to honor and glorify Christ. We must never forget that “to whom
much is given, much will be required,” and that abused mercies and blessings
constitute the darkest erime in human character. The seriptures abundantly
teach, that there is a great moral governor of the Universe, and that the es-
sence of his government must be, to reward the good and punish evil; that
there must, of necessity, be a day of retribution—a state of rewards and pun~
ishments—a judgment where all the ineqalities of life will be adjusted; where
oppressed virtue, and holy desire—where the humble and faithful believer
will be dignified with the highest attributes of glory and happiness, which the
soul can enjoy, and where vice and irreligion will meet a dread reward, equal
to all the capacities, which a soul in agony can conceive. It is from the reve-
lation of God’s word that we learn the full force of these weighty and impor-

tant truths. 'This revealed will of God, has also exhibited a code of laws for,

the regulation of man’s life and conduct, and for the government of his heart;
these laws have annexed rewards to those who keep, and punishment to
those who break them. But as they are brokenby mankind continually —de-
rided, and contemned by the great family of man, consequently they have be-
come amenable to the penalties denounced against their infractior, and all the
world has become guilty ‘before God, and exposed to eternal death. But
God, “wha is rich in mercy,” and who is ever offering bappiness to his erea-
tures, has, 1n infinite wisdom devised a plan by which a lost and ruined world
may be restored to his favor, and to all their original privileges. This great
work was accomplished through an atonement made for sin, by a divine Me-
diator, the Lord Jesus Christ, Who suffered for sin, that we, through his suf-
ferings might be reconciled unto God, and made inheritors of the world to

ome. Every being capable of knowing good from evil has offended agains!
the holy law of God and has thereby forfeited his favor, and can only be re-

"« stored, by the cleansing influences of the blood of Christ, and to make this ef-

fectual, the sinner must not only see himself in his true character, but he
must believe in the efficacy of the sacrifice.and atonement made by Christ, as
his only hope for pardon and redemption. This faith brings a willing acqui-
escence and joyful submission to all the terms which pardoning mercy re-
quires. Here is the gracious point where free grace and God’s plan of salva-
tion meets with the cordial and joyful assent of every believer.

God has not only promised that he will listen to those who ‘ask, but also
declares that he will be sought unto; and although man has not the power to
think a good thought, or perform a right action, yet he has the promise of the
agency of the Holy Spirit to aid and guide him in the way he should go; and
through this agency alone, holy desires are communicated to the prayerful

/
/i

and obedient soul. This divine spirit implanted in the soul, will direct the /
enquiring mind into the truths which God has laid down for his faith and /

practice; and these results will tend to enlarge and strengthen an unwaveri
confidence in God's grace, and immutable-romises—and notwithstanding this
favor and pardon, and gracious interposition of the Holy Spirit has begn
vouchsafed in God’s own way, and by his appointed means—still, map’ is
left to exhibit the result, of the change which has passed upon him b vthe
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