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MINUTES 
Of the 21st Annual Session of CoNCORD A.ssociaHon of 

Baptists, held at Muscle Shoal Meeting House, Owen County, Kentucky, 
on the 27th, 28th and 29th days of August, 1841. 

AN Introductory Discourse was delivered by Bro. LEWIS D. ALEXA1'DER 1 

from Rev. 14th Chap. and 13th Verse. [Ordained Ministers' names-in 
small CAPITALS-Licensed Preacher's names in italics.] 
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Bro. LEwrs D. ALEXANDER, was elected Moderator, and Bro. Sydnor 
Dale Hanks, Clerk. 

Tile Association opened with singing and prayer by Bro. J. CRotrcH, 
Letters from corresponding Associations called for; and their mcssen: 

gers,Jjwho were present, took seats with us as follows: 
From Franklin, brethren B. Roberts and H. Poe. 

" Long run, no letter nor messenger. 
" Sulpher fork, L. Scott, W. W, Morland, and D. N. Porter. 
" Elkhorn, F. B. McDoNEL, E . H. Black, and Isaac Adams. 
'' Northben, John Brady and R. Botts. 
" Ten Mile, Tl10s. Jones, E. GRoss, J. CROUCH, and A. Wood. 

From Cane run Church two letters were presented, one reported as 
messengers brethrne, W~r. D. BALL, Stewart Newel, John 0. Johnson, and 
Russel Stewart. The other reported as messengers brethren, John Jones, 
Asa Stewart, and John Chilton.--After investigating the matter by the 
Association, the letter with the names of brethren, John Jones, Asa Stew­
art, and John Chilton, named as messengers, was received; _ and they were 
recognized"as the legal messengers from that church. 

The Circular letter was called for, and the writer, Bro. Cyrus Win­
gate, who was appointed last session to prepare one for the present, having 
deceased, we therefore'requested Bro. S. D.- Evans, to read one, which at 
the request of a number of brethren, he had prepared, which was read, 
and unanimously adopted. 

The following lnethren are appointed to write letters' of correspond­
ence.-To Franklin, A. Mothershead.--To Long run,Richard C. Lindsay. 
;_To Sulphur fork, Thos. A. Berryman,--To Elkhorn, Joel Herndon.­
To Northbend, John Q._Baker,-and to Ten mile, Samuel D. Evans. 

Our next Association, to be held at Drenuon's Ridge Meeting House, 
Henry county Ky., and to commence on the 4th Friday in August, 1842. 

The Mode·rator and Clerk, and Bro. S. D.iEvans, appointed to arrango 
the business for to-morrow. 

Closed with singining and prayer Ly Bro. F. B. McDoNEL, until to­
morrow morning 10 o'clock. 

Saturday morning, 10 o'clock; met according to adjournment. Prayer 
by Bro. ELIJAH* THRELKELD. 

The Committee of Arrangements ma~e report,lwliich was read and ad-
opterl. • . 

Brethren Tuos. N. RonERTSON, F. B. McDoNEL, and L.D.ALEXANDER 
to preach on to-morrow. 

Bro. S. D. Evans to write the next circular, and Bro. E. Conn to preach . 
the next introductory sermon, and in case of failure, Bro. P.H. Todd his 
alternate. 

Correspondent letters called for, ~ead, and adopted, and the following 
.brethren agree o bear them. · . 

To Franklin. To be at Mount Carmel meeting Hous_e, Franklin co. Ky. 
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on the 3d Friday in September next, J. Beadles, vVm. Long, J. R. Lee, 
JAs. BAXTER, J. W. Rowlett, and John Stonestreet. 

To Long Run, to be al New Castle, Henry co. Ky., on 1st Friday in Sept. 
n~xt, P. D. Poindexter, R. Pardo, L. D. Aiexander, S. D. Evans, Wm. Mc­
Crackin, and J. B. Porter. 

To Sulpher Fork to be at Hillsbornngh Meeting House, Henry coun­
ty Ky. on the 2d Friday in September next, C. Vandergriff, J.B. Porter, 
J. Thomas. Asa Stewart and Wm. McCrackin. 

To Elkhorn to be at Stamping Gronnd, Scott county Ky. on the 2d 
Saturday in August, 1842, A. l\Iothershead, J. Beadles, J. H. Smith, 
R. C. Lindsay, J. W. Lc,e, Wm. M. Sutter, B. Garnett, Thos. M. Daniel, 
Sam!. P. Duva.II, L. D. Alexander, anrl Joel Herndon. 

To North Bend to be at Bullet ' sburg Meeting House Boone county, 
Ky. on the 3d Friday in August in 1842. Jorn-. ScoTT, L. D. ALEXANDER, 
John Q. Baker, J. H, Smith, Rich'cl. R. Hawkins, Wm. M. Suter, Wm. 
Harrison, Israel White, Rich'd. Lindsay, ELIJAn TnnELKELD, S. D. 
Hanks. 

Appointed the following protracted meetings and Ministers to attend 
them. 

At McColl's Bottom, to commence on Friday before the 2d Saturday 
in May next, E· Cobb, F. B. McDonel, and L. D. Alexander. 

At Long Ridge, to commence on Friday before the 3d_Saturday in Dec. 
next. L. D. Alexander, John Scott, and E. Cobb. 

At Hopewell, to commence on Friday before the 4th Saturday in 
May next. L. D. Alexander, J. Scott, E. Cobb, and P.H. Todd. 

At Sharon, to commence on Friday before the 3d Saturday in Nov. 
next.,..,..E. Cobb, and P. H. Todd. 

At Greenups Fork, t.o commence on Friday before the 1st Saturday 
in April next. John Scott and Elijah Threlkeld. 

At Owenton, to commence on Friday before the 5th Sunday in Oct. 
ncxt.~'L. D. Alexander, Johi1 Scott and E. Threlkeld. 

At Muscle Shoal, to commence on Friday before the 2d Saturday 
in July next. J. Scott, L. D. Alexander, P.H. Todd and E. Trelkeld. 

At Pleasant View, to commence on Friday before the 3d Saturday 
in June next. J. Scott, L. D. Alexander, E. Cobb and P.H. Todd. 

At the request of the Church, at Long Rridge, we appoint the 1st day 
of January next, to be observed as a day of fasting, prayer and thank8giv­
ing, for the great manifestation of Divine Favor, which onr denomination 
has had, and that the Lord would visit in mercy the Churches, composing 
this Association as well as elsewhere. 

Resolved, That as an Association,·we deeply feel, and humbly acknowl­
edge the afflicting dispensation of Divine Providence, in taking from a­
mong us our much esteemed brother Cyrus Wingate, so long our able and 
efficient moderator; and we sincerely tender our consoling sympathies to 
ihe family, and church who mourn his loss. 

Money collected for printing the minutes, and Bro. S. D. Hanks ap­
pointed to superintend the distributing them.-Adjourned. 

SYDNOR DALE HANKS, Clk . • 
LEWIS D. ALEXANDER, Moderator. 
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ANNUAL CIRCULAR, 
1' .J Cie Churches composing the Concord Association 

of Baptists. 

BZLOVED BRETHREN-
Tn&ouG11 the tender mercies of our Father in Heaven, 

Co 1cor<l Association ltas been permitted to hold her twenty-first annual ses­
s1<1,1; .and we gratefully acknowledge our present privilege of addressing to 
y,n , :1 s letter, which we hope, will encourage yon to press forward vigor 
0,1.,ly in lhe prosecution of every good work, for the glory of our Master's 
k. 11gJ.,, n; and awaken yonr attention to the nature, and importance of the 
h ., , ,i- n i1 , commission of our blessed Saviour, which he delivered to his 
apo,·l ,~ 6, shortly before he left this guilty, sin s~ained world, and ascended 
t11 glwy. Mark recorded this commission, (xvi, 15 & 16) in the follow­
ing wnr,lci: "An<l he saiJ unto them, Go ye into all the world, and preach 
the g"sp:--1 to every creature. He that believeth and is baptized, shall be 
sHed ; ,1 ut. he that believe1h not snail be damned." 

T i 11, impo rtance of understanding the nature, and meaning of this com­
m;,;s10:i cannot be too strongly urged upon the christian. It is a last com­
rn ,nJ,- :i ki nd~ of sacred memento beqn-Qathed us by our truest and best 
fr'<>11J, '\She was about. taking his leave of this lower world. 

B 1t a correct understanding of this commission, is essential to correct 
a-i.l 1111elligent chr istian action, in carrying it out. Many different notions 
ii ue lrnon expre:;sed, and taught by different declaimers in relation to it, 
wo5t of which are too puerile for notice. Many angry and unchristian 
C<Jll rovPr,ios have been carried on, as to what is meant by the phrases 'All 
1 i1e world,' ' Eve ry creature;' 'whether this commission related only to the 
aµ os tl,,s , :u1d was fully carried out by them, so that it does not at present 
apply lo 1he disciples of Christ, etc.' which are alike disgraceful to those 
coflce rn ed, and detrimental to the interests of Zion. 

Wnen the apostles were first commissioned, and sent forth, they were 
com runued to 'go to the lost sheep of the house of Israel.' They were to 
'go n,Jt in to the way of the Gentiles, nor to ente·r into any city of the Sama­
rihns.' The way was not yet fully prepared for the introduction of the 
g ,HpJI :wrnng the Gentile nations. The second commission, given after 
lil d r>,-1Jrrection, may be regarded in the light of an extension of the firsl. 
By .,10 life, death1 and resurrection of the Saviour, the middle wall of par-
111 •on bet ween Jews and Gentiles was broken down. The former were no 
lon:;er to enjoy exclusive immunities; and the apostles were now cornman­
d ,·!d, to go into all the world; or as Matthew expresses it, "Go teach all na. 
11,rns, lrnptizing them, &c." The gospel from thenceforth, was addressed 
to every iutelligent creature, whether Jew or Gentile, Greek or Barbarian. 
They were however, to 'tarry at Jerusalem, until endued with power from .. 
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on high.' They were nevertheless tardy to believe, that the gospel was 
to be preached to the Gentiles; and it was not until Peter was taught not 
to consider common, that ·which God had cleansed, that he fully unde,stood 
the nature and extent of his commission. But the evidences of d,vine 
grace and power, which he beheld among the Gentiles were nverwlicln:!i11g 
and convincing; and in his defence before his brethren, he could exclaim, 
"What was I, that I could withstand God?" And brethrer1, wha1 n,e we, 
that we can withstand God? When we see the veil ofmoral darkness and 
pagan superstition, rolled from the mind of the Hindoo, nr the Huuc111ut, 
before the bright beamings of God's eternal truth, what furl her ev idenrn 
do we want of divine approbation? This was sufficient to convince 1he 
brethren of Peter, ·,hat God had visited the Gentiles; and they glorified his 
name. And he who will not receive such testimony, would not be cu11vi11-
ced, though one arose from the dead. . 

But an important enquiry which is presented for consideration, in the s:u­
dy of this commission, is the following: Was it g:ven to the npt,s+s, in 
their o:fficial capacity, i. e., simply as apostles or mini8ters; or d id i,s , ,bli­
gations rest upon them as the chw·ch? If the former be true, we ate f, ,reed 
to 1he conclusion, that the apostles, and those who have si11ce succeedrd ro 
the ministerial office, are entirely independent of the church, so fa, as the 
exercise of their official functions and privileges are concerned; an d ccn­
sequently, are irresponsible to her for their conduct. This is ob viou ~; li,r 
if 1hey receive their authority to 'go into all the world and preach 1hc gos­
pel to every creature,' directly from Christ, wi1hout any inte rmcd;:ile 0 1 

subordinate agency of the church, lhey are only responsiblP to 1i·m fic. rn 
whom they receive their authority. In vain then are the imposition of 
hands, and prayer, so long practised by the church, as ordaining Gf!rcmu n,e~, 
in consecrating,and setting apart to the work of the gos.pel m;nis 1_r . He 
who i~agines himself to be a chosen vessel to bear tho 'gl ad lidings of 
great joy, which shall be unto all people,' may at once engage in tho iV011i. 
without applying to the church for permission; and in vain may she foi bid. 
He is called and commissioned by a higher power than that ves1nd in her. 
In sllort the ministry would constitute a kind of independent pries thoorl, ex­
ercising_ their offici~l_f~nctions und~r their div!ne commission, w11houl any 
controllmg or scrutm1zmg power bemg lodged rn the church. · 

By the same method of reasoning, we would exclude the la ity frnrn all 
participation in the eucharist. "Jesus took bread and blessed it, a11d brak~. 
it, and gave it to the disciples, and said, Take, eat; this is my body.­
And he took the cup, and gave thanks, and gave it to• them. sayrng, drink 
ye all of it." [Mat. xxvi, 26, 27.] If the apostles were commanded tt~ 
commemorate that great and consummating scene of the christian plan or 
redemption, which was enacted upon Calvary, ,in their apostolic or min is1e-. 
ri~I- capacity? then the mini_stry alone have a right to observe ir; 1lrn~ g ·ving 
d1vme sanction and authority to a practice, so long observed by the ''man 
of sin," of confining the consecrating elements to the priesthood. The 
train of deleterious consequences, which would flow in upon the church, by 
the general reception of such a doctrine, cannot he depicted in the !:mits 
of a_circular l~tter, which aims at the greatest breviiy. They may, however, 
readily be conJectured by every intelligent reader. The ministry, holding a 
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di\line commission, and being independent of, and irresponsible to the 
church, would soon look upon themselves, not as her ':-ervants,' but as her 
lords, 'for Jesus' sake;' and a murky tide of priestly abominations would 
eoon deluge the church, and plunge her in a gulf of iniquities. Each pas­
tol'might assume a kind of dictatorship over the consciences of his flock, 
in all matters of faith and practice, and enforce dogmas, with all the autho­
rity of .a little pontiff. 

But, if we suppose that the Saviour commissioned the apostles as the 
church, we at once perceive a beautiful propriety and consistency in the 
commission which harmonizes perfectly with the nature of the relations 
which subsist between the church and the ministry, and lays the founda­
tion for correct and efficient action, upon the ' part of both in relation to 
the commission i\self. 

Tile church then, w·e understand, is commanded to 'go into all the world 
and preach the gospel to every creature, &c.' The obligations of this 
command are obligatory upon each individual member. The enquiry nat­
urally arises, how can the church, or each of the members obey this com­
mand in its fullest sense? Is every disciple of Christ to become a public 
proclaimer of the gospel? Not so. There are different gifts, or different 
functions to be performed by all the m,;mbers of Christ's body. The 
church, however, may preach the gospel; yea, send it to the dark abodes of 
idolatry and pagan superstition, and there proclaim it to the benighted hea­
then, through the agency of those whom she has approved and commission­
ed as her ministers, to represent her in the work; and whom it is her impe­
rative duty to s11stain, while. engaged in the arduq!IS an<l responsible task.­
She may preach the gospel, by usiug ~eans to place the word of life with­
in reach of every individual, not only in our own lam;!, but by sending it 
abroad upon .every breeze until it shall have found ace'ess to every family 
that dwells upon the wide domain of earth, and until its healthful and ameli­
orating influences shall have flowed-through the veins of every government 
under the sun, and until Paganism, Mohamedauism, and every species of 
idolatry, shall have fled from the earth, before the celestial light. Each 
member of the church must bear a part of this burden of preaching sus­
tained by the whole, and must also, himself, be a constant and zealous 
preacher to those around him, by his daily walk and conversation. In this 
sense, the humbliest saint that holds a place in the house of the Lord may 
be a preacher. . 

The above are a few of the methods, by which the fulfilment of this com­
mission is to be aceommplished by the church of Christ. There are ma­
ny others which have not been touched. It is not however the design of 
this letter to allude to all of them. Enough has perhaps been said to call 
attention to the subject. This is all that was intended.. It is hoped that a 
spirit of emulation will be excited among the churches of this association 
to know and to do the will of our Heavenly Master, and that no obstacle may 
intervene to retard our progress in the heavenly race; _or . to render ineffi­
cient our efforts for the promotion of Zion's interests on earth. And may 
the God of mercy and peace preside over us all, and direct our course for 
the honor and glory of his own name, and in the end, receive us to a rich 
inheritance 1hrough Christ our Lord. AMEN. 
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