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MINUTES 

OF THE 20TH ANNuAL SESSION OF GoNCORD As~ I 
SOCIATION OF BAPTIST, 

AN INTRODUCTORY DISCOURSE, delivered by Bro. JonN SCOTT, 
from Matliew, 24th C!,ap. and I4tli Verse. 

[ 0 ·daineci Ministers' names in small CAPITALS-Licensed 
Preachers' in Italics.] 
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· ~ \ r Br:Cyrus Wtigltfu was elected moderator and S. ,D. HanU 
Clerk. • 

The assCJciation opened with prayer by Brother David Lil­
Jard. 

A letter from the last 'namad Church was ptei'!ented for ad~ 
miS!lictti, togothM-With a copy of their a,ticles of faith, which 
were read. Whereupon the Church was received as one of our 
boay, ajrct the i·ight hand of fellowship given to her memberS 
pr~~e~1l1 anti they invited 'o seats. 
·, .yctters from 

1
coi-re~ponding Associations_ called for and their 

·mes,sen~ers who were present took seats with us as follows. 
FROM FRA-XKLIN, brethren Joel Scott, Wm. Montgomery, 

James Gains. 
Lo,w Run James Roberts. 
Sulpl

1
ier iArh}_ S rrlued I{elly, I\f. Baker and D. N. Porter.' 

Elkho1·n '.F. Suter, and Isaac Adimts. , 
J.Yortli Yen~, A. Graves and Alfred E- Chambers. 
Ten Mile; :r. Crouch, D, Lillard, J. Baldwin, and E. GroS!J 
'lj'he Circular lette\: caHed for, read and adopted. 
The follpwing br~thren · were appointed to write letters of 

Correspondence. ,. 
'Jfb franklin, T. A. Berryman. To Long Run, R. 'C, 

Linq~ay. To Sul(Plter Fork, John Scott. To Ellr_horn, L. 
~fa11tm. To North Beff,d,, E: Threlkeld. To Ten Mile, John 
Chilto1. I I 

dur next association to be held at Muscle Shoals, O\ven C'o., 
and to commence on the fourth Friday in August 1841. 

11he Modei'ator and Clerk, together with Brnthren John Scott 
and J. Herj1don, a~e appointed as a committee -to arrange the 
busi 10S8 fo1: to-morrow. 

PRAYER, by nrd. G. Mathews. 
SP.ruDAY MoRNIN<> 1,0 o'cLocK. Met according tJ adjourn-

me11t Prayer lJy Bro. J. CrouclJ, 
1 

1'he Committee of arFangcments made repor( wliich was 
read an'd adopted. 

Brethren G!36 .. M.A.TnEws, Tnos. N. RonERTSON AND L. D. 
ALEXA!\'1>'.Im, al·e appointed to pr~ach on to morrow. 

Corresponding letters called for, presented, read alnd"adopt­
ed, and1 the fqllowingi brethren agree to bear them, to wit: 

To Franklin.-To be at Mouth Cedar-Creek Church on the 
16tli. Sqpt. 1S4Q, C. fingate, J. Beadles, R.H. Shipp J.Hern­
<lol_l_t F. ;R,ees, Waller Gan3ett, J. Stol}-estre,et, ,and J. ~cott. 

, 'l'b Bongrun,+-To be at Clear Creek Church near Shelby-
ville Sept. 4th, 1840, · , , .. 

To Sulpheifork.-'.fo be at East Fork Herncy Co. 11th Sept. 
1840, I. ,!\falin, S. Jone~ E.Johnson, S.Nevil, J.Cl1il'.on. 
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Tb Nottli Beml.-to be at at Forks Gun-powder, Boonl'! 
Co. Ky. and to commence on the 3d Friday in August 1841, 
S. :p. Hanks, 'f.. Fisher, J. Scott, L. D. Alexander & C. Duvall. 

To Elkhorn-To be at East Hickman, J~mine Co. Ky. 
and to commence on the 2d Saturday in Allfllst, 1841, M. 
Duvallt S. P. D11vall and Elijah Threlkeld. 

To Ten Mile-To be at Providence, Gallatin Co. Ky. and 
to comence on the 4th day of Sept. 1840, J. Hernden, S. D. 
Hanks. J. Scott M. Duval, and Thos. Hopkins. 

BRo. L. D. ALEXANDER, is oppointed to preach lhe next in­
troductory sermon, and in case of his failure Bro. C. D'f.lVAL is, 
his alternate. 

Bno. Cvnus WINGATE, is appointed to write the next circu-. 
Jar letter. 

Money collected for printing the minutes, and1Bro. S. D. 
Hanks is appointed to surperintend the printing and distribu­
ting of them. 

Appoint the following protracted meetings. 
At Twin-To commence on Friday before the first Sunday 

in Nov. 1840, Brethren Cropper ind Ship_p to/attend. 
Mc.Coofa-2d Friday in May 1841, Brethr(iln Cobb and Crop­

per to attend-Emmaus 3d Friday in Oct. 1840 Brethren, 
Alexander and Todd to attend. 

Long Ridge-Friday before the 5th Sunday in May 1841, 
Brethren Alexander and Cobb, to attend. 

White Run-Friday before the 4th Saturday in Sept. 1840, 
Brethren, M. Duvall and J. Scott, to attend. 

Sharon-Friday before 3d Saturday in Nov, 1840, Brethren, 
Alexander and E. Threlkeld, to attend. 

Greeimp's Fork-first Friday in June 1841, BrethreIJ. Alex­
. antler and Cob'!>, to attend. 

Owenton-2d Friday in October, 1840. 
l\fount Pleasant-Friday before the 3d Saturday in June, 

1840, Brethren, Cobb and Cropper to attend. 
Salem-2d Friday in Sept. 1840, Brethren, C. Duvall and 

.I. Mali..n, to attepd. 
Pleasant View-- 1st. Friday in May 1841, Brethren Alexan­

der and Cobb, to attend. 
s. D. HAN}f:S~ Clk.. _____ c. WINGATE, Mod'r. 

Tp the Churches compo~ing the Concord Associa­
tionofBaptists,and th~severalmen;ibers thereof: 

IlRETHREN-
Tr.tROUGJ{ the kindness apd providence of God, we have 

been p13rmitted to assemble qurselves together at our annual 
.meeting in the character of an association; and when WG look 
back ppon our conduct and search our own hearts, it is a matT 
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ter of astonishment to ui;, that we have been granted this privi­
lege. and have not been-cut off as cumbcrers of the ground long 
b_f)fore this. . , . ' 

The heart ofman is deceitful and desper:tcly w:cked: who 
can know it? And yet il has pleased God, no1.witbstauding our 
d',ceit and w:pkedne~ tQ spare us yet a whi\e in this state of 
probation and trial, and snrrouud us with his mercies, and ex-
tend to us iunurperable privileges. . 

We are mucp. inclined to fu1getfulncss, and whilst we enJoy 
the blessings·of God we do not remember that it is only by his 
sufferance, but are apt to imagine that they are the results of 
our own efforts, and that, iu fact, WE are tha meritorious cause. 
How vain, how selfish, how thoughtless, how ungrateful are 
men !--Brethren we charge you to hy aside all vanity and self­
ishness, a~d let your minds, at all times, be filled with recol­
lections of \he goodness of God, and with gratitude to Hrn for 
his unhound,_ed liberality, and mercy, and love to you. We 
charge you to\press forward in all your Ch1istiau duties, and let 
it be your· m~·· at and drink to do the will of your HEAVENLY 

FATHER. We barge you, that in all t.hings, y()u act uprightly, 
and with an eye inglc to the GLORY of Gon anil tbc '.1-dva_nce­
mont of our R1:n:t:1rn..r;ns K1:-wno:u. Le, il· JI6t'be ~.ficl 01 any 
of you, that whilst y,m have a name to live you are dead. We 
should endeavor as the professed followers of Christ to walk in 
his footsteps and obey him in rrll his commar:ds. 

Practical Godliness scorns in the p:·esent day to be lost in 
the interminable mazes of doctrinal controversy. 

The husks arc intended for the swine; and yet the proper 
and healthful food of the Christian is turned from, with appa­
rent loathing, for this unwholesome and disgusting aliment, 
which is seized upon and greedily devoured by many, who 
profess to be followers of Christ. We believe, 1hat, the faith 
once delivered to the saints, should be earnestly contended for; 
but the manner and matter of such contention, should be care­
fully looked to, else we may for want of proper circumspection, 
be 1yd into vain and idle controversy; such as is well calculat-
ed to do the cause of our Redeemer great injustice and bring -­
ourselves into a barren and unfruitful condition. 

In order that Religion in its puri1y shall be enjoyed, it is ne­
cessary that its votaries shou\d be engaged constantly in ~e 
work of the Lord, and in the c1ischrrrge of every known d ty 
to Him; and that they should amid as much as possible . e 
contentious, strifes, difficulties a.nd schisms which present thJm­
selves in the world, and oflentirrns in the church of the living 
Goo. W c exhort you brethren, to give earnest heed to these 
things, and with a holy zeal, and untiri;1g energy, cultivate the 

l 
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Christian virtues, and especially that one, witho.ut which, all 
profession of religion is vain-we mean Charity. Let chari­
table emotions enter into and govern a.J.l -your thoughts and ae• 
tions towards the people of the world, a$ also in all your intel'­
course with your brethren in Chrjet, no odda by what name 
they may be called. • r \ 
· The proper exercise and culture of this iues1ir.tiable quali~ 
will rid you of many difficulties, and pre~cnt' to you the sunny 
side of every circumstance and thing whicl\ may fall in your 
way. It will enable you to bear with your brethren under the 
most trying circumstances, and in nothing will it sulfer you to 
offend. It will open your hearts to the calls of want-to the 
distresses of the needy-to the afflictions of the disconsolate. 
It will enable you to forbear. It will ma:ke you benevolent 
and instill in your hearts such a spirit of love towards your fel­
low men, as will put to flight the monster Intolerance. · You 
will be taught by it to esteem others better than yourselves; 
for it will give you a spirit of meekness, and self pride, and 
vanity will no longer dwell.with you. 

CovETOUSNEss is a most heinous and crying sin; yet it ex­
ists to an alarming extent amongst every denominati<m of 
Christians, and amongst the Baptists fully !J.S much as any 
Ulill;J; ttt tIIC n,,.h1 ..... uvn vr wf!lt.:11 1.,t?<11ltJ wlllA'lt4t..d, ·<i(H1'Whh::h 
will be uprooted by its benign influence-We are not sure 
brethren, but that this sin prevails to a greater extent amongst 
the Baptists than any other denomination of Christians; for, we 
find that when money, labour, or union is needful to carry out 
any specific object of our benevolence-or for the ameli'oration 
of the human condition generally-or for the spread and sup­
port of the Gospel in our own and foreign lands, there is but 
little of either of those essentials to be found amongst us. 
This is not as it should be. The life of a Christian was not 
designed to be one of idleness and sloth, but of activity and 
industry; and having enlisted under the banner of our GREAT 
CAPTAIN, we ·should fight his battles valiently, and devote our 
time and means to the promotion and ex.tension of his Cause 
and Kingdom-You, brethren, have become the recipients of 
the Grace of God-You have tasted of the sweets of his Re­
ligion-Your souls have been redeemed by ;his blood-You were 
found by ,him in a lost and ruined condition, and his pity was 
extended to you, and your feet were taken by him out of the 
mire and clay, and out of the horrible pit, and placed upon the 
rock of ages, and a new song was put in your mouths, 'even 
praises to our God-You were filled with wounds, bruises and 
'putrifying sores, and his blood has cleansed you from all un­
cleanness, and you are now able to rejoice jq the prospect o( 
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ijterJial :Glory-:A.ll illi6 ha.ff boon the result of His mere pity~ 
~ ~lld J11erc,y-VJWE11 -such <.ircbrrustances ought ·not your 
l&artttQ; It& lilled widi ~'loli!Jl,de to llim,. and irour spirit, ritte 
~ tot1',e$r_'!'aQ! ilfementa mthe worldf WO\lld it be 

toomur.h !'or y1m t9 dcvot-e your time, talent!! iuia D).OnE'Y; 
y :tU' souls and bodie<: to his servieB? barn ;rm considered 

nv-ttor ~ ? f.o voo remr.mber wher.. yon fo'~t 1;_ , r :l 
Cb:ri!lt jJi<, l y~ , ~ . 
der tho promi.."«'ls, to1gqJt upon him as your Saviour, bow your 
hearui expa'lded with lov<t towards poor, fallen depraved human 
natur,e,-how ev11ry thiilg which bore the irppress of the handy 
WQl'k o!tbe .Alnlighty, w~ elevated in your affectio_ns f .Aad 
how 't-erJ desi.fl:>q yQQ were that Journei(ibbours, relations ~ 
friends-~ llh<>u.W al119 ~e of the blessings of the Recle!Jw.et'sl 
Kingdomf Wero n!)t your hearts a.nd hands then o,en :10 {lie 
cries of.t.hft diat.ref!se~ and were you_ not, during the st.age Qf 
this firef }O'l'e-. e•rne,t:ly -engagoo in telling all y;ith .whom you 
Bll®C;ated, ri(th~ Qreatness of God's Salvation; of hismer.ey to 
sinners and especially yourselves, and endeavoring to point out 
~.them whsre and how the Pearl of great price might be found Y 
Ah, brethrm1 we are sure that you well remember all these 
.., • ~~ye:tf'Qlly and tearfully e thort you to renew 
antl lli,.ttt;¥~ 'Ml,u, ~,.'I,;,, 1..,.,"' -::." . .J....,. __ , ~·", ~ - - 1,. 

&lntion of the whole buman race-Let your bodies and spirits 
:and your -wealth become willing instruments in the hani:Is of 
the Lord to spread His Gospel in overy Wld, kin/ireq 11,ad 
tongue, and cease not making efforts to produce this happy re­
sult till ·it be fully accomplished. 

Do,not keep the word oflife from t,he heathen, but on the 
eontrary send it to him, and let him unite.with .you in praisasJo 
our God fur his unbounded goodness. _ 

Suffer us also, .brethren, to exhort you to nourish ancf clieri$ 
eYery moral and benevolent institution of the .day, they befug 
mighty instruments in the hands of God for -the pµlling d.own 
·die stl:tmg holds of.Satan. Encourage every .effort. to correct 
the -v.ices, and improve the morals of the human r-ace1 no .oacis 
by,wJiom made: And in short lay yourselves.o..ut for the-do,i:Qg 

c---~~1:be work of-your Heo.,enly M&BW'P... 

JW e -thank God, brethren, that it has.pl!!._as~Biin,,~IJJi1,1tg the 
-pa'ilt-year, to add a number of hopeful converts to some of ,o.w­
Ohurches. 

·Y'OU ·will perceive •by our min11;tes, which accompany this)et­
lter, ·the condition of the sevf:lral churohes and th~ ma:nner Tn 
!ffl!lich QW' b1:1Siness has t>een cQnducte-0. _ 
- .And..110w, br.ethren, Wt! pray th!tt y!)u,may be a,h\md~ly 
·,pr~ in--all yo11r lauda..:We Wl~r_takJEgfb -and-#uµ~ ,nuq 
at last; rest in the mansions of eternal Glory. 
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