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CHAPTER 1 

INTRODUCTION 

Victory Baptist Church is a store-front, inner city congregation located in the 

heart of downtown Shelbyville, Kentucky. Victory ministers to individuals who are low-

income, homeless, struggling with addiction, and/or have some type of mental disability.  

In reaching out to these individuals, Victory strives to meet both their physical and 

spiritual needs. However, there is an opportunity for growth that must be addressed. The 

leaders faithfully proclaim the gospel of Jesus Christ and tell individuals how they can 

receive salvation and be welcomed into the family of God. Many of its members, though, 

do not follow the leaders’ example by actively communicating the gospel with those 

around them. For this reason, Victory Baptist Church seeks to effectively equip the 

congregation, by enabling them to share the gospel and follow Jesus’ biblical pattern in 

Acts 1:8. 

Context 

Victory Baptist Church was first launched in 1985. It was originally a church 

plant of First Baptist Church of Shelbyville, Kentucky. In 2005, the congregation was 

renamed and transformed into an autonomous body. Since its inception, this body has 

been riddled with difficulties. The church has suffered through inadequate and immature 

leadership. At times, the church has faced internal conflict and disagreement over major 

decisions. And, through its early years, members of the church were not effectively 

discipled within their walk with the Lord and within the practice of spiritual disciplines. 

In November 2012, I came on board as the lead pastor. Since then, I have 

followed the Lord’s guidance in transforming Victory into a healthy, vibrant, and faithful 
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congregation. Since 2012, the members of Victory have experienced immense spiritual 

growth. The church has powerfully matured in the reading and study of God’s Word. 

They have developed deep prayer lives and, even greater, the church has grown in their 

support of global missions. The leadership structure of Victory has been solidified and 

strengthened in recent years as well. 

Beyond these spiritual developments, Victory has grown in its desire to 

provide physical assistance, through the creation of three weekly ministries. With God’s 

Kitchen, Victory offers a free breakfast and lunch on Mondays, Wednesdays, and 

Thursdays. The church houses a Clothes Closet, which distributes clothing and household 

items for men, women, and children. Victory also leads and organizes a Food Pantry.  

Over the years, these ministries have grown, to such a degree, that a large portion of the 

congregation has a deep passion for serving the hurting, oppressed, and impoverished 

members of their community. God’s Kitchen, Clothes Closet, and Food Pantry continue 

to be effective and vibrant ministries. 

Despite this level of growth, a significant flaw still exists. The majority of the 

congregation suffers from a lack of evangelistic zeal and gospel proclamation. This 

weakness actually reveals itself within this body’s strengths. For example, within the 

weekly ministries, the leaders routinely engage in gospel conversations, but the 

volunteers focus more on meeting physical needs over and above spiritual needs.  

Granted, the members of Victory regularly invite loved ones, friends, and even strangers 

to the worship services and Bible studies. This is a good and positive action. These 

invitations, however, do not qualify as evangelistic encounters, because the gospel of 

Jesus Christ is not being shared. In a similar fashion, the people deeply love God’s Word; 

unfortunately, this love tends toward the study of Scripture, rather than obediently 

following it.  As argued above, evangelism stands as a critical area of biblical 

disobedience.  
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It should be noted that the church is not anti-evangelism. The members are not 

against being the hands and feet of the church and proclaiming the good news of Jesus 

(Rom 10:15). However, through personal conversations and interactions, it has become 

clear that members have adopted two erroneous mindsets. One, some believe that 

evangelism is only for the leaders of the church. It is the leaders’ job to go out into the 

community and share the gospel. Second, others battle with self-doubt and they lack a 

confidence to speak with a lost individual about Jesus. This lack of assurance and self-

esteem has arisen out of not being effectively equipped, afraid of not having all the right 

answers, and worried about the possibility of stumbling over one’s words.  

Rationale 

Victory Baptist Church desires to transform this weakness into a major 

strength. The necessity of this endeavor is made evident in the authoritative, sufficient, 

and inerrant Word of God. All throughout the New Testament, the Lord commands his 

people to evangelize, by knowing and proclaiming the gospel of Jesus. For example, in 1 

Peter 3:15, the apostle writes, “Always be prepared to give an answer to everyone who 

asks you to give the reason for the hope that you have. But do this with gentleness and 

respect.” In 2 Corinthians 5:20, Paul describes believers as being ambassadors for Christ.  

He then explains the ways in which God speaks the message of salvation and 

reconciliation through us, when we share the truth. In Romans 10:15, Paul cites a promise 

related to public and verbal proclamation. He writes, “And how can anyone preach unless 

they are sent? As it is written: ‘How beautiful are the feet of those who bring good 

news.’” Thus, according to Paul, it is a beautiful, wonderful, and life-changing task to 

faithfully go and share the gospel. One could even look at 2 Timothy 4:5, when Paul 

charges his protégé to do the work of an evangelist. Even though this command was 

originally given to Timothy, this instruction can be applied and accomplished by all 

modern believers. 
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Yet, beyond each of these commands and promises, there is one, in particular, 

which served as a guidepost in raising the evangelistic zeal and faithfulness of Victory.  

In Acts 1:8, shortly before his ascension, Jesus spoke to his disciples and called them to 

be his witnesses in Jerusalem, Judea, Samaria, and the ends of the earth. In Acts, these 

locations were not random, but the Lord had a spiritual and geographic purpose in mind.  

Jesus was imploring his followers to begin their missionary calling, as witnesses, in the 

central city of Jerusalem. From there, the disciples should widen their influence and 

audience by traveling throughout the region that Jerusalem was in, which was Judea. The 

disciples and the proclamation of the gospel should continue going forth to Samaria and 

the far corners of the known world.   

This calling did not come to an end when the apostles passed away. Instead, it 

continues through the modern church and those who have received the power of the Holy 

Spirit. Believers today are still called to be global gospel witnesses of Jesus Christ. Thus, 

at Victory, Acts 1:8 was the driving text for all evangelistic plans. The leaders and 

members alike mirrored this passage with their own geographic locations, by being a 

gospel witness in Shelbyville, Kentucky, the United States, and the far corners of the 

world. 

This vision, of equipping members to be effective gospel witnesses, led to 

many positive benefits within the church. Most notably, the gospel was spread, with the 

goal of individuals being rescued from darkness and spiritually changed through the 

salvation of Jesus Christ. The fulfillment of Acts 1:8 further strengthened the church’s 

passion and dependence on God’s Word. Sharing the gospel increased Victory’s love and 

heart for its community, by allowing the members to serve within the physical and 

spiritual realms. Finally, all of these improvements and acts of faithfulness, within the 

area of evangelism, ultimately led to the praise and glory of our great God (1 Pet 4:11). 
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Definitions and Limitations/Delimitations 

Specific terms used throughout the completion of this project. These terms are 

listed and defined below. 

Evangelism. Evangelism is the act of proclaiming the gospel of Christ. Alvin 

Reid takes this initial definition a step further and adds, “[evangelism is] sharing the good 

news (gospel) of Jesus Christ by word and life in the power of the Holy Spirit, so that 

unbelievers become followers of Jesus Christ in His church and in the culture.”1 John 

MacArthur also notes that evangelism is not dependent upon numbers or numeric success 

rates. Instead, faithful, gospel-centered evangelism is concerned, “with truth, clarity, 

biblical accuracy, and (above all) Christ. Its message is about Him and what He has done 

to redeem sinners.”2 

God’s Kitchen. Victory Baptist Church provides three community ministries, 

which seek to alleviate the challenges of poverty and provide physical assistance to those 

in need. One ministry is God’s Kitchen. Victory partners with local churches, in order to 

provide a free breakfast and lunch on Mondays, Wednesdays, and Thursdays. This 

ministry setting will be the location and fulfillment of the local aspect of this project.      

Gospel. In attempting to define this term, Greg Gilbert asked five, succinct 

questions. “Who made us, and to whom are we accountable? What is our problem? What 

is God’s solution to that problem? How do I become included in that salvation?”3 In 

answering these questions, Gilbert and members of 9Marks offer four, one-word answers: 

“God, Man, Christ, and Response.”4 In training individuals to be a witness and share the 

gospel, this is the outline that was followed. With every gospel presentation, members of 

 
 

1 Alvin Reid, Evangelism Handbook: Biblical, Spiritual, Intentional, Missional (Nashville:  
B&H, 2009), 31. 

2 John MacArthur, Evangelism: How to Share the Gospel Faithfully (Nashville: Thomas 
Nelson, 2011), IX. 

3 Greg Gilbert, What is the Gospel? (Wheaton, IL: Crossway, 2010), 31. 

4 Gilbert, What is the Gospel?, 31. 
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Victory described who God is, in relation to his creative power (Gen 1-2, Ps 139:13-16) 

and everlasting holiness (Deut 32:4). Members described how mankind is the opposite of 

the eternal God. Humans are not creators. Therefore, humans are subject to the ultimate 

Creator. Also, humans are not inherently holy. Instead, humans are deeply sinful and 

fallen (Rom 3:10-18, Eph 2:1-3). In terms of Christ, members outlined and detailed the 

specifics of Jesus’ life, death, and resurrection (John 1:1-14, Isa 53:4-10, Rom 5:8, 1 Cor 

15:1-8). Finally, in unpacking the response portion of the gospel, members presented the 

steps for how one can receive this message of salvation. According to Scripture, 

individuals are saved, when they admit/repent of their sin, believe in the life, death, and 

resurrection of Christ, and publicly confess this belief (1 John 1:7-9, John 3:16-18, Rom 

10:9-13).   

Four delimitations were placed on this project. First, the scope of the project 

lasted for a total of thirty-two weeks. Second, only individuals who were present during 

the Sunday morning sermon series and Wednesday evening training sessions were a part 

of this project. Certainly, other members of Victory, who were unable to attend, could 

still be an Acts 1:8 witness and faithfully share the gospel of Jesus Christ. But, only those 

who attended were counted within the evaluation and completion. Third, only those who 

had a proper understanding of the gospel were a part of this project. Thus, individuals 

were encouraged and implored to follow the 9Marks outline when sharing the gospel 

with others. Finally, the financial status of Victory served as a delimitation. Since the 

majority of individuals are low-income or homeless, the depth and level of financial 

fulfillment was limited, especially within the state-wide and global aspects of Acts 1:8. 

Purpose 

The purpose of this project was to equip members of Victory Baptist Church to 

share the gospel and follow the biblical pattern of Acts 1:8. 
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Goals 

The following five goals were created in order to assist with the completion of 

this project. The first goal helped leaders gain information and insight regarding the 

current evangelistic practices of the congregation. The next two goals were specifically 

tied to the creation of content, including the development of a sermon series and training 

curriculum. The final two goals focused on increasing participation and properly 

equipping members within this endeavor.  

 

1.    The first goal was to assess the current evangelism practices of Victory Baptist 

       Church. 

   

2.    The second goal was to develop and implement a three-week sermon series on Acts 

       1:8 and other relevant Scripture passages on evangelism. 

 

3.    The third goal was to develop a seven-week gospel training curriculum designed for 

       the Wednesday night service.  

 

4.    The fourth goal was to increase member participation in local, state-wide, and global 

       evangelism in a manner reflecting the pattern of Acts 1:8.   

   

5.    The fifth goal was to equip participating members to share the gospel in a manner 

       reflecting the pattern of Acts 1:8. 

 

A specific research methodology was created, in order to measure the 

successful completion of these five goals. This methodology is described in the following 

section. 

Research Methodology5  

The completion of these five goals determined the effectiveness of this 

endeavor. The first goal was to assess the current evangelism practices of Victory Baptist 

Church. This goal was measured through personal interviews and the completion of a 

 
 

5 All of the research instruments used in this project were performed in compliance with and 
approved by the Southern Baptist Theological Seminary Research and Ethics Committee prior to use. 
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brief survey.6 The interview and survey gauged one’s initial knowledge of the gospel and 

one’s approach on how to share it with others. These measurements also gauged whether 

or not the individual has been faithful in sharing the good news of salvation in the recent 

past. In completing these interviews and evaluations, both myself and the leaders of 

Victory were given numerical and hard data on the current practices of the congregation. 

This goal was considered successfully met when at least twenty members completed the 

initial survey. This target of twenty surveys presented feedback to Victory’s leadership 

from nearly one-third of its members. 

The second goal was to develop and implement a three-week sermon series on 

evangelistic texts in Scripture. The series revolved around three passages: Acts 1:8, 

Matthew 28:18-20, and 2 Corinthians 5:18-20. Each of these sections of Scripture were 

preached, before the implementation of the Wednesday night training seminars and after 

the completion of goal one. In exegeting these texts, the focus was on what is the gospel 

and why we should not be ashamed to preach it, what is the Great Commission, why we 

are called to be ambassadors for Christ, and how we can be effective witnesses that fulfill 

the patterns of Acts 1:8. This goal was measured by an expert panel of three individuals, 

who followed a set rubric.7 The rubric evaluated the biblical faithfulness, relevance, 

methodology, and applicability of the sermon series. This goal was considered 

successfully met, when 90 percent of the rubric criteria met or exceeded the sufficient 

level. If this benchmark was not reached, then, it was revised until the given standard was 

reached.  

The third goal revolved around developing a seven-week gospel training 

curriculum, which was implemented during the Wednesday night service. These seminars 

began after the initial sermon series. With this curriculum, members of Victory were 

 
 

6 See appendix 2. 

7 See appendix 3. 
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presented with information about the gospel, how to share it, and the importance of being 

witnesses for Jesus Christ. I also covered items such as how to navigate conversations 

towards the gospel and how to overcome personal barriers. Finally, participants in these 

seminars were given opportunities to practice sharing the gospel with other attendees. 

This goal was measured by an expert panel of three individuals, who followed a set 

rubric, in order to evaluate the biblical faithfulness, relevance, methodology, and 

applicability of the curriculum.8 This goal was considered successfully met, when 90 

percent of the rubric criteria met or exceeded the sufficient level. If this benchmark was 

not reached, then, it was revised until the given standard was reached.   

The fourth goal was to increase participation in the local, state-wide, and 

global fulfillment of Acts 1:8. Individuals, who completed the Wednesday night 

curriculum, were divided into teams of two. These groups presented during the weekly 

meetings of God’s Kitchen, Clothes Closet, and Food Pantry, in order to have gospel 

conversations with those who attended these ministries. Members who were unable to be 

a part of these outreach opportunities were also divided into groups and given 

opportunities to share the gospel with those in their community, such as neighbors, 

relatives, and co-workers. In fulfilling this goal, individuals obeyed the first command of 

Acts 1:8, which is to be a witness in Jerusalem, or, in using a modern equivalent, one’s 

general area.   

In being gospel witnesses to further locations, trained members took the good 

news to parts of Kentucky (or Judea) through an intentional, evangelistic, mission trip. 

Because most individuals did not have the finances to go on a week-long or sustained 

outing, this trip was rather short. However, this gave members further opportunities to 

play a role in the spread of God’s Kingdom throughout the state. Finally, in taking the 

 
 

8 See appendix 4. 
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gospel to Samaria and the ends of the earth, members of Victory were not able to go 

overseas, because of financial and mental limitations. Therefore, this portion of the goal 

was fulfilled in two ways. One, Victory Baptist promoted an increase in the giving to the 

Lottie Moon Christmas Offering. Currently, Victory is donating around three hundred 

dollars a year. A special emphasis was given on raising this goal. Moreover, during the 

December season and beyond, Victory engaged in praying intentionally for missionaries 

and people groups across the world, by following the online prayer guides from the 

International Mission Board.   

This fourth goal was measured by administering a pre-analysis, prior to the 

seven-week, Wednesday evening training seminar.9 The number of active, gospel 

witnesses, who were discovered in the pre-assessment, were used as the base number to 

which the increase was compared. Then, a post-analysis was given after the conclusion of 

the training seminars and the implementation of the Acts 1:8 pattern listed above.10 This 

goal was considered successfully met, when the number of members, engaged in Acts 1:8 

obedience and gospel proclamation, increased by a minimum of 20 percent.  

The fifth goal was to equip participating members to share the gospel, in a 

manner reflecting the pattern of Acts 1:8. This goal was measured by administering a 

pre11 and post survey.12 The pre-survey was given prior to the Wednesday seminars and 

the post-survey was administered at the conclusion of the training sessions. These 

surveys measured the level of growth in gospel knowledge, evangelistic zeal, and biblical 

motivation to be an Acts 1:8 witness. Additionally, both myself and the leaders of 

Victory Baptist Church assessed and determined the effectiveness of local, state-wide, 

 
 

9 See appendix 5. 

10 See appendix 6. 

11 Also see appendix 5. 

12 Also see appendix 6. 
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and global gospel encounters through debriefing conversations and an evaluation rubric.13 

This goal was considered successful when participating members reached two intended 

results. First, this goal was achieved when a t-test for dependent samples displayed a 

significant growth pattern in the pre- and post-survey results. Second, this goal was 

considered successfully met when each participating member scored at the sufficient or 

above level on the evaluation rubric.  

Conclusion  

As a store-front, inner city congregation, Victory Baptist Church has been 

faithful to serve the spiritual and physical needs of Shelbyville. But, even with these 

strengths and areas of faithfulness, Victory must not become complacent or stale. There 

are still great areas to mature in. Both the leaders and I have a deep desire for the 

members to grow in gospel proclamation and become a passionate, evangelistic 

congregation. This objective was reached by following the stated goals and applying the 

biblical pattern of Acts 1:8. 

 
 

13 See appendix 7. 
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CHAPTER 2 

BEING SPIRIT-EMPOWERED GOSPEL WITNESSES 

Within the revealed testimony of Scripture, numerous passages uphold and 

promote the core teachings of the Christian faith. One could read and study the 

foundational truths that fill Moses’ writing in Genesis 1 and 2. One could think of the 

crucifixion of Christ and the immensely powerful prophecies of Isaiah 53. A person could 

sit and be refreshed day after day on the songs and theological masterpieces found 

throughout the Psalms. In the New Testament, other passages serve as central texts of 

truth, such as Jesus’ Sermon on the Mount, the message of the gospel in 1 Corinthians 15, 

and the new heaven and new earth in Revelation 21 and 22. Yet, beyond each of these 

vital sections of Scripture, there is one verse, in particular, that equally stands among the 

rest: Acts 1:8. In a short amount of space, this text masterfully expounds on the 

significance of Jesus Christ and the Holy Spirit. This verse serves as a bridge in biblical 

history between the work of Christ and the coming ministry of the apostles. It also serves 

as a powerful guide for understanding the entirety of Acts and the later evangelism of the 

early church. Not to mention, Acts 1:8 can be used as a blueprint and guide for modern 

believers and witnesses. Thus, the lasting impact of this passage cannot be overstated. 

Commentator, Darrell Bock, affirms these claims and labels Acts 1:8 as a foundational 

call to the Lord’s church and people.1 John MacArthur takes this thought a step further 

and describes the book of Acts, and, verse 8 in particular, as, “one of the most remarkable 

cultural revolutions in history.” Jesus gave the disciples, “what could only be seen as an 

 
 

1 Darrell L. Bock, Acts, Baker Exegetical Commentary on the New Testament (Grand Rapids: 
Baker, 2007), 60. 
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impossible task: to take the news of His death and resurrection to the entire world . . . 

This is why no book in Scripture illustrates the power of evangelism as clearly as Acts.”2 

Therefore, when one faithfully explores the full depth, weight, and significance of Acts 

1:8, he/she will quickly discover the ways in which Jesus motivates his followers to be 

gospel witnesses, empowered by the Holy Spirit, who take the good news of Christ to the 

far reaches of the globe. 

Before fully understanding the intricacies of this passage, one must take a step 

back and look at the broader context. Verse 8 does not occur in isolation. Instead, it is 

deeply connected with the surrounding verses and historical events. In Acts 1:4, Jesus 

appears before his disciples and, subsequently, shares intimate time with them. To 

describe this moment, Luke uses the word, συναλιζόμενος. The meaning of this term is 

debated. According to Eckhard Schnabel, “this verb . . . can mean ‘to eat at the same table, 

eat salt with, eat with,’ or ‘to assemble, come together.’”3 Craig Keener believes that this 

Greek verb signifies, “sharing salt.” As he argues, it “functions as a metonymy for 

‘sharing a meal.’”4 But, regardless of whether Jesus assembled with his followers or 

consumed a meal, the significance is still the same. As Bock notes, Acts 1:4 highlights, 

“the physical and material nature of Jesus’s resurrection.”5 Keener agrees and he argues, 

“Since a spirit probably would not eat, this scene emphasizes the corporeality of Jesus’s 

resurrection.”6 Thus, in verse 4, the actions of Jesus prove to be a grand display for how 

he had been physically raised from the dead. The disciples are meeting and speaking with 

the genuine, living, breathing Son of God, who has fully defeated and overcome death. 

 
 

2 John MacArthur, Evangelism: How to Share the Gospel Faithfully, The John MacArthur 
Pastor’s Library (Nashville: Thomas Nelson, 2011), 94. 

3 Eckhard J. Schnabel, Acts, Zondervan Exegetical Commentary on the New Testament (Grand 
Rapids: Zondervan, 2012), 73. 

4 Craig S. Keener, Acts: An Exegetical Commentary, vol 1 (Grand Rapids: Baker, 2012), 674. 

5 Bock, Acts, 59. 

6 Keener, Acts, 675. 
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After sharing this event, Luke transitions and begins to focus on the words of 

Christ to the gathered group. In verses 4 and 5, Jesus said, “Do not leave Jerusalem, but 

wait for the gift my Father promised, which you have heard me speak about. For John 

baptized with water, but in a few days you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit.” Most 

notably, Jesus begins this instruction by urging his disciples to wait. They must not get 

ahead of the Lord’s timing, before they go out and preach the good news. The disciples 

must not be rash or quick thinking, as Peter had been guilty of multiple times. Instead, the 

disciples must be patient. They must remain in Jerusalem, until the gift has been poured 

out.   

Based on other texts in Scripture, it is clear that this gift is none other than the 

outpouring of the Holy Spirit. Shortly before his crucifixion, Jesus repeatedly described 

the coming of the Advocate or Counselor. This is none other than the Spirit of Truth 

(John 15:26). In John 14:16-17, Jesus promised that this Spirit will live with the disciples 

and be in them. Jesus also guaranteed that this Spirit will be sent by the Father. Therefore, 

when Jesus describes the gift that he has already spoken about, he is referring to the third 

member of the Trinity. 

In Acts 1, Jesus specifically commands his apostles to wait, because of the 

divine plan and appointment that had been established. Jesus did not want his disciples to 

leave Jerusalem and return back to the region of Galilee, as they did in John 21. Instead, 

Jesus knew that Jerusalem had been founded as the official site for the outpouring of the 

Spirit and the inauguration of the apostles’ witnessing ministry. As I. Howard Marshall 

notes, “Jerusalem was the divinely intended scene for the giving of the Spirit; the place 

where Jesus was rejected was to be the place where fresh witness to him would begin.”7 

Bock agrees and further adds, “This Spirit’s internal presence is a sign of the new era . . . 

 
 

7 I. Howard Marshall, Acts, Tyndale New Testament Commentaries (Downers Grove, IL:  
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which is why they have to wait for the Spirit to come in order to engage in mission.”8 

Right after this command, Jesus continues teaching about the coming of the 

Spirit. He describes how John baptized individuals with water, but, soon, the disciples 

will be baptized with the Holy Spirit. This promise is significant, because it serves as a 

powerful connection between the work of Jesus and the coming work of the apostles. As 

Keener notes, “The Spirit, promised in the Prophets and in the Gospel of Luke, provides 

an important ‘thematic link’ between the two volumes (Luke and Acts). . . . It is the Spirit 

working through disciples that carries on the activity that the Spirit had also empowered 

Jesus to do.”9 Within the Gospel accounts, the Spirit descended upon Jesus, at his baptism. 

The function of this event was the “identification of Jesus as Messiah”10 and it launched 

his ministry upon the earth. In Acts, the Spirit serves a similar function for the apostles. 

When they receive the gift, at Pentecost, this will be the launch of their Spirit-empowered 

ministry and the fulfillment of Jesus’ prescription in Acts 1:8. Furthermore, this assurance 

of the Spirit also directly refers to the predictions of John the Baptist.11 For example, in 

Luke 3:16, John stated, “I baptize you with water. But one who is more powerful than I 

will come, the straps of whose sandals I am not worthy to untie. He will baptize you 

with the Holy Spirit and fire.” 

After hearing this promise from Christ, the disciples respond with a question. 

In verse 6 of Acts 1, the disciples ask, “Lord, are you at this time going to restore the 

kingdom to Israel?” Here, the disciples are thinking aloud and wondering whether or not 

this fresh outpouring of the Spirit would be connected to the full restoration of Israel (Isa 

 
 

8 Darrell L. Bock, A Theology of Luke and Acts: God’s Promised Program, Realized for All 
Nations, Biblical Theology of the New Testament (Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 2012), 220. 

9 Keener, Acts, 678. 

10 Andreas Kostenberger, John, Baker Exegetical Commentary on the New Testament (Grand 
Rapids: Baker, 2004), 69. 

11 Craig L. Blomberg, From Pentecost to Patmos: An Introduction to Acts through Revelation 
(Nashville: B&H, 2006), 24. 
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49:6-7, Dan 7:27). The disciples are hoping and anticipating that the Spirit would play a 

role in overthrowing the Roman powers and once again establishing the people of God as 

a supreme nation. As John Stott claims, “the verb restore shows that they (disciples) were 

expecting a political and territorial kingdom.”12   

However, Jesus quickly responds to their inquiry by reminding them of their 

mission. “Instead of the political power which had once been the object of their ambitions, 

a power far greater and nobler would be theirs.”13 In verse 7, Jesus said, “It is not for you 

to know the times or dates the Father has set by his own authority.” Or, in simpler terms, 

this concern about the future restoration of Israel is not for the disciples. Instead, the 

Father is in control of this event and will bring it to fruition in his perfect timing. Thus, 

Jesus is making his expectations very clear. God’s purposes for Israel should not be the 

focus of the disciples. Instead, the disciples will be tasked with being Jesus’ earthly 

witnesses. As Bruce explains, “Whatever purposes of his own God might have for the 

nation of Israel, these were not the concern of the messengers of Christ. The kingdom of 

God which they were commissioned to proclaim was the good news of God’s grace in 

Christ.”14   

Being A Gospel Witness  

After going through this brief exchange, Jesus finally reaches the apex of his 

teaching and divine appearance. In Acts 1:8, Jesus gives His closest followers a clear 

blueprint for their future lives and ministry. Upon his ascension, Jesus will physically 

leave his followers. Because of this, Jesus is striving to cement the apostles’ knowledge 

 
 

12 John R. W. Stott, The Message of Acts, The Bible Speaks Today (Downers Grove, IL:  
InterVarsity Press, 1990), 41. 

13 F.F. Bruce, The Book of the Acts, New International Commentary on the New Testament 
(Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1988), 36. 

14 Bruce, The Book of the Acts, 35-36.  
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of who he is and how they should proclaim his truth. As witnesses, these men are not to 

focus on eternal purposes for Israel, which are kept in glory by the Father. Instead, Jesus 

calls the disciples to be his witnesses, who actively take the gospel to the far reaches of 

the globe.   

In Scripture, this idea of being a witness is first established in the Old 

Testament. In passages such as Numbers 35:30 and Deuteronomy 17:6-7, witnesses play 

an important role in legal proceedings, especially in matters related to crime. Also, in 

Isaiah 43, the theme of witness comes to the surface. God makes a promise to his people, 

who had been scattered and dispersed. God vows to bring them back, “from among the 

nations in a new exodus (Isa 43:1-7, 16-19), including from east and west, north and 

south (43:5-6), and from the ends of the earth.”15 It is also during this time that the Lord 

summons the nations, gathers them in one place, and calls them to produce witnesses. As 

the Lord describes, the nations cannot do this, because man-made idols are not capable of 

predicting the future. They cannot foretell the events to come, because they are simply 

items made of wood and gold. Because of the futile nature of false deities, this is why 

God transitions, in Isaiah 43:10, and passes down a specific charge to his people. God 

proclaims, “You are my witnesses and my servant whom I have chosen, so that you may 

know and believe me and understand that I am he.” From the Old Testament accounts, it 

is clear that Israel did not fulfill this prophecy. Israel did not serve as a testifying light 

throughout the world, nor did any witness receive the full and continual anointing of the 

Spirit. It is not until the New Testament, specifically Acts 1:8, that this Isaianic prophecy 

is accomplished by the disciples. Through this charge, Jesus is telling his followers how 

they will be his witnesses and servants, whom he has chosen (Isaiah 43:10). The disciples 

are the ones who will be equipped, with the Spirit, for the purpose of speaking for Jesus 
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and spreading his justice and truth throughout the known world. As Alan Thompson 

notes, “The hopes of Isaiah are found here [Acts 1:8] in Jesus’ words.”16 

Beyond the Old Testament, this term is also used in the Gospel accounts, in 

particular Matthew 18:16. In using the language of Deuteronomy 17:6-7, Jesus applies 

the idea of two or three witnesses to the topic of church discipline. Jesus describes how 

witnesses should be taken to an unrepentant sinner, so that the matter may be established 

by multiple individuals within the church. In this sense, a witness is someone who 

testifies and affirms a general truth. A witness, “helps establish facts objectively through 

verifiable observation. As such, a witness is more than someone with merely subjective 

and personal impressions.”17 Thus, in order for the disciples to fulfill both Isaiah 43 and 

Acts 1:8, these men had to be witnesses who proclaimed more than just personal opinions 

or cultural whims of the day. These men had to share objective truth, which they 

experienced throughout the life and ministry of Jesus. The disciples are called, “to attest 

the life, death, resurrection, and ascension of Jesus. Their witness is based on their being 

eyewitnesses of these events.”18 Bock echoes this idea and claims, “Witness is a key term 

in Acts for those who experienced Jesus and saw him in a resurrection appearance (1:22). 

This experience means that they can testify directly to what God did through Jesus.”19   

Each of these quotes subtly refers back to Jesus’ teaching in Matthew 18. 

Again, witnesses are called to testify to verifiable evidence, regarding the sin of an 

unrepentant individual. The witnesses are there to observe firsthand about the 

transgressions involved and one’s refusal to admit any sort of responsibility. Simply put, 

 
 

16 Alan J. Thompson, The Acts of the Risen Lord Jesus: Luke’s Account of God’s Unfolding 
Plan, New Studies in Biblical Theology (Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity Press, 2011), 106-107. 

17 Bock, Acts, 64. 

18 Schnabel, Acts, 78. 
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witnesses are to proclaim to the church what they have seen and heard. In Acts 1:8, the 

same calling is given to the disciples. Because they have walked with Jesus for three 

years, listened to his teaching, seen his miracles, and observed the power of the cross and 

the resurrection, this means that the disciples are uniquely qualified to share these 

everlasting truths with people. As John Polhill notes, “the apostles’ main role is depicted 

as witnessing to the earthly ministry of Jesus, above all to his resurrection. As 

eyewitnesses only they were in the position to be guarantors of the resurrection.”20   

This biblical responsibility of being a witness helps to further explain the 

message that the disciples are called to testify about. In Acts 1:8, Jesus does not call them 

to share their opinions or intellectual thoughts. Jesus does not call his followers to simply 

repeat societal views on given topics. Instead, Jesus clearly designates the apostles as, 

“my witnesses.” In doing so, Jesus instructs his followers, first and foremost, that they are 

his. Jesus has the power and authority to dictate what the apostles do. But, beyond this, 

Jesus is also giving a designation as to what they are to say. In being Jesus’ witnesses, the 

disciples must share the totality of who Jesus is and what he has done. They are called to 

tell people what they have experienced in the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus, 

because, “they had proof that Jesus was what he had claimed to be . . . Jesus is Lord and 

Messiah.”21 Or, in other words, “these special witnesses were to exercise [control] over 

the church’s message and tradition about Jesus.”22 

Later on, the apostle Paul actually picks up on this theme and ties this 

instruction in Acts 1:8 to the truth of the gospel. In 1 Corinthians 15:1-2, Paul states, 

“brothers and sisters, I want to remind you of the gospel I preached to you, which you 

received and on which you have taken your stand. By this gospel you are saved.” Right 

 
 

20 John B. Polhill, Acts, The New American Commentary (Nashville: Broadman, 1992), 85. 

21 Schnabel, Acts, 78. 
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20 

 

after this, Paul describes what the gospel message is. He describes how Jesus died for the 

sins of mankind, according to the revealed prophecy of Scripture. Paul also states that the 

gospel message includes Jesus’ burial and resurrection on the third day. The good news 

of Christ even consists of Jesus’ multiple appearances before his ascension. Therefore, 

according to Paul, the disciples are only able to fulfill the Acts 1:8 mandate, of being the 

Lord’s witnesses, when they faithfully share every element of the gospel message. Yes, 

this includes facts about Jesus. But, the gospel also consists of how one should react to 

this objective truth. As the totality of the New Testament attests, one responds to the 

gospel witness, by repenting of sin, believing in the life, death, and resurrection of Christ, 

and publicly confessing this belief (Rom 10:9-13). In Acts 1:8, this is the message that 

Jesus is placing upon the disciples to share. As John Calvin rightly notes, Jesus “meant to 

drive out of his disciples’ minds that fond and false imagination which they had 

conceived of the terrestrial kingdom, because he showeth unto them briefly, that his 

kingdom consisteth in the preaching of the gospel.”23 

Furthermore, this command to be gospel witnesses beautifully connects with 

Jesus’ other statements within this very conversation. In Luke 24:46-48, Jesus exclaims, 

“The Messiah will suffer and rise from the dead on the third day, and repentance for the 

forgiveness of sins will be preached in his name to all nations, beginning at Jerusalem. 

You are witnesses of these things.” Also, in Matthew 28, Jesus shares what is known as 

the Great Commission. In doing so, Jesus instructs his followers to go and make 

disciples. This includes both the element of baptism, as well as teaching others to obey 

the eternal truths of Jesus Christ. In explaining Matthew 28, Grant Osborne writes, “Jesus 

passes (his) authority on to the disciples, who through the Spirit will share his teaching 

power under God.”24 This idea is further revealed in Acts 1:8. Jesus purposefully tells his 
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disciples that they are to go and teach the gospel message, under the authority of God, as 

his divinely appointed witnesses.  

Being A Spirit-Empowered Gospel Witness  

This command of being Jesus’ witness was a major task and calling. Over the 

previous three years, Jesus had taken upon himself the main responsibility of witnessing. 

He had traveled countless miles proclaiming, who he was as the great, “I Am,” and 

perfect Son of God (John 8:58, 5:19). Now, in Acts 1:8, Jesus is telling the disciples that 

they will no longer be able to rely on him for the bulk of preaching and teaching. When 

Jesus ascends, he will be passing the torch to them. The apostles will be the ones to take 

up the mantle of being his witnesses. Because this is such a monumental task, Jesus 

promises his followers that they will receive help, strength, and ability through the 

coming of the Holy Spirit. In stating this, Jesus is reminding the disciples of how the 

indwelling power of the Spirit is a necessary element of gospel proclamation.  

In order to fully appreciate the significance of this statement, one has to first 

understand who the Holy Spirit is. As John Frame explains, “the Spirit is God, like the 

Father and the Son.”25 Gregg Allison builds on this basic foundation and adds, “Being 

fully God, the Spirit is equal with the Father and the Son in nature, power, and glory, but 

he is distinct from them in terms of his relation and roles.”26 The Baptist Faith and 

Message 2000 also defines the Holy Spirit as being “the Spirit of God, fully divine.” This 

document goes further and includes the functions or roles of the Spirit: the inspiration of 

Scripture, illumination of truth, exaltation of Christ, conviction of sin, and seal for 

 
 
(Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 2010), 1082. 

25 John Frame, Systematic Theology: An Introduction to Christian Belief (Phillipsburg, NJ:  
P&R, 2013), 923. 

26 Gregg R. Allison, 50 Core Truths of the Christian Faith: A Guide to Understanding and 
Teaching Theology (Grand Rapids: Baker, 2018), 179. 



   

22 

 

eternity.27  

Each of these definitions is supported by the revealed testimony of the Old and 

New Testaments. In Genesis 1:2, Moses describes how the Spirit played an active role in 

the creation of the world, alongside the Father and Son. The Spirit is seen hovering over 

the waters, when the earth was formless and empty. The Spirit is also tasked with 

granting power, both to the leaders of Israel (Num 11:17), as well as to Samson, when he 

fights a lion (Judg 14:6) and men (Judg 14:19). The Old Testament includes multiple 

references to the Spirit’s work in relation to the proclamation of divine messages (1 Sam 

10:10, Isa 48:16, Ezek 11:5, and Mic 3:8).28 Finally, the Spirit is included in prophecies 

that point forward in time and history. In Joel 2:28, the Lord declares, “I will pour out my 

Spirit on all people. Your sons and daughters will prophesy, your old men will dream 

dreams, your young men will see visions.” In Acts 2, Peter quotes directly from Joel and 

describes how this passage is fulfilled in their midst at Pentecost. Ultimately, each of 

these Scripture references supports the fact that the Holy Spirit is divine. The Spirit is 

truly part of the Godhead, alongside Father and Son. Thus, as the third member of the 

Trinity, he was present at creation. As the divine Holy Spirit, he also empowered 

individuals, spoke eternal truths, and played a role in fulfilling biblical prophecy. 

In Acts 1:8, Jesus is masterfully bringing in each of these ideas. When he 

promises the outpouring of the Spirit, he is referring to the totality of testimony from the 

Old Testament. The same Spirit that hovered over the waters at the beginning of time will 

live and dwell inside of Jesus’ followers. The same Spirit that empowered the Israelite 

elders and strengthened Samson, the same Spirit that was spoken about in the prophets 

will come upon the apostles. In doing so, the Spirit will have a divine effect on their lives. 
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Specifically, the Spirit will be a source of power (Acts 1:8), which will equip them to be 

effective, gospel witnesses, who fulfill the teachings of Jesus. As Bruce notes, the 

disciples will soon be, “vested with heavenly power . . . [by which] their mighty works 

were accomplished and their preaching made effective.”29 Thus, the Holy Spirit is an 

absolutely integral part of the disciples’ upcoming task. In order for them to be faithful 

witnesses, who proclaim the gospel of Jesus Christ, they must have the Holy Spirit 

working in and through them. The task of being a witness is not a human endeavor, 

which can be fulfilled by earthly means of charisma, knowledge, or inner motivation. 

Instead, the disciples, as witnesses, must first experience the gift of the Holy Spirit. Only 

then will they be powerfully equipped for this upcoming ministerial role. In John chapter 

15, Jesus spoke of this reality. Starting in verse 26, he said, “When the Advocate [Holy 

Spirit] comes, whom I will send to you from the Father—the Spirit of truth who goes out 

from the Father—he will testify about me. And you also must testify, for you have been 

with me from the beginning.” Here, Jesus is very clear. As he commissions the disciples 

to witness, he promises that the advocate, the Holy Spirit, will help them accomplish this 

calling. 

Throughout the book of Acts, Luke shares multiple examples of how this 

promise is fulfilled. In Acts 2, Luke recounts how the Spirit was poured out and the 

people began speaking in tongues to one another. In seeing this miraculous scene, 

members of the Jewish crowd were stunned and amazed (Acts 2:7). Other individuals 

began to ridicule those with the Spirit by simply saying that they had too much to drink 

(Acts 2:13). In hearing these murmurs, Peter stands up and begins to testify. Filled with 

the Holy Spirit, Peter accomplishes the divine mission of Acts 1:8. He serves as a Spirit-

empowered witness for Christ, by sharing the gospel message to the people in attendance.  
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Later on, we learn that three thousand individuals respond to Peter’s preaching by 

receiving salvation and entrusting their lives to Jesus (Acts 2:41).   

In Acts 4:8, Luke cites another example of the Spirit empowering Jesus’ 

apostles to declare the gospel. Peter and John are imprisoned and summoned to stand 

before the elders and teachers of the law in Jerusalem. It is here that Luke specifically 

says that Peter is filled with the Holy Spirit. This power from on high leads Peter to 

proclaim, “It is by the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, whom you crucified but whom 

God raised from the dead . . . Salvation is found in no one else, for there is no other name 

under heaven given to mankind by which we must be saved” (Acts 4:10, 12). As a 

witness, Peter succinctly shares the gospel. He describes how Jesus was killed and raised 

from the dead. Peter also proclaims how the Jewish leaders should respond to this truth, 

by receiving the salvation of Christ. 

In Acts, one other account relates to the empowering of the Spirit. In verse 31 

of chapter 4, Peter and John continue to testify about the reality and truthfulness of 

Christ. When the apostles and the crowd pray together, Luke says, “they were all filled 

with the Holy Spirit and spoke the word of God boldly.”   

Beyond the disciples’ experience of power, the third member of the Trinity 

will have a secondary role. The Spirit will certainly equip the disciples to courageously 

and powerfully proclaim the gospel as witnesses, but the Spirit will also bring to fruition 

the prophecies of Jesus. In John 14:26, Jesus declares, “The Advocate, the Holy Spirit, 

whom the Father will send in my name, will teach you all things and will remind you of 

everything I have said to you.” Here, the Lord promises that the third member of the 

Trinity will teach the disciples. In doing so, the Spirit is not revealing new revelation.  

Instead, the Spirit teaches the truth of Christ. Or, in using the language of John 14, the 

Spirit reminds the disciples of what Jesus said and what his truths actually mean. As 

Kostenberger writes, the Spirit, “will bring to light the true meaning and significance of 
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the revelation imparted by Jesus. Hence, the Spirit’s mission is the continuation of Jesus’ 

mission.”30 In Acts 1:8, this truth is taken one step further. Not only is the Spirit a 

continuation of Jesus’ ministry, but so are the disciples. The Spirit illuminates the 

disciples’ understanding about Jesus, so that they can take this knowledge to Jerusalem, 

Judea, Samaria, and the ends of the earth. The Spirit continues Jesus’ mission by giving 

the disciples understanding, and the disciples continue Jesus’ mission by using their 

newfound knowledge to effectively communicate the gospel. 

A second prophecy that the assurance of the Holy Spirit, in Acts 1:8, fulfills is 

John chapter 16. Speaking with the apostles, Jesus explains to them why he must leave, 

after his impending death and resurrection. In verse 8, Jesus tells the disciples that the 

Spirit will prove the world to be in the wrong about sin. Or, in other words, the Spirit will 

burden individuals about their fleshly desire, need for salvation, and impending judgment 

apart from Christ. In connecting this truth with Acts 1:8, one of the ways the Spirit will 

awaken people to sin is through the gospel witness of the apostles. A profound example 

of this is Acts 2:36-37. After Peter received the Holy Spirit, he faithfully fulfills the 

witness mandate and proclaims the message of Christ. Members of the crowd are cut to 

the heart and they cry out, “Brothers, what shall we do?”   

A third prophecy that the power of Spirit fulfills is Acts 1:4, when Jesus says 

that he is going to send what has been promised. In Acts 2, when the Spirit falls upon the 

people, this proves Jesus’ faithfulness. As the true Lord, Jesus lives up to his word. He 

did exactly what he said he was going to do.   

In summary, the role of the Spirit is absolutely key within the ministry of 

gospel witness. The Spirit allows the disciples to accomplish their mandate in Acts 1:8 

and the various prophecies listed in Scripture. Furthermore, the Spirit plays an active role 
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in the foundation of the Lord’s church, as individuals become knowledgeable of sin and 

faithfully respond by repenting and receiving salvation. As Bruce Metzger describes, the 

book of Acts “might appropriately be titled ‘The Acts of the Holy Spirit,’ for the 

dominating theme is the power of the Spirit manifested in members of the early 

church.”31 

The Spread of the Spirit-Empowered Gospel Message 

So far, within Acts 1:8, Jesus has shared a command and a promise. He has 

instructed his disciples to be his witnesses, who actively and continually share the good 

news. And, second, Jesus has promised that the Holy Spirit will come and enable the 

disciples to fulfill this God-given task. Then, Jesus also shares a direction with his 

followers. He tells them to be his witnesses, by spreading the gospel throughout 

Jerusalem, Judea, Samaria, and the ends of the earth. 

For Jesus, these locations are not random. Instead, he is being very purposeful 

and precise within his language. In beginning with Jerusalem, Jesus is reminding his 

followers that they will not have to travel hundreds of miles, across the world, and then 

they can start proclaiming the gospel. No, these men will begin their call in the very 

location that Jesus is currently speaking with them. In Luke 24:50, it details how the 

ascension of Christ occurred in the vicinity of Bethany. In Acts 1:12, Luke describes how 

the disciples receive this message from the Lord on the Mount of Olives. In the ancient 

world, these locations were not at odds with one another. Bethany was on the far side of 

the Mount of Olives, and both of these locations were very close to Jerusalem (Acts 

1:12).  
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In Acts 1:8, Jesus also begins with Jerusalem because of the city’s spiritual 

significance. Most notably, in Joel 2:32, the prophet describes how Mount Zion and 

Jerusalem will be the place of deliverance. All who call on the name of the Lord there 

will be saved. In Acts 2, when Peter becomes Jesus’ witness and proclaims the gospel, he 

specifically quotes from Joel 2:32 (Acts 2:21) and testifies that this passage is being 

fulfilled in their midst. Based on Joel, Jerusalem is the place from which salvation will be 

spread across the earth. All who call on the Lord and trust in his name will be rescued 

from their sin.   

Furthermore, throughout Luke and Acts, Luke continually refers to the theme 

of Jerusalem. For example, in the infancy narratives, Jerusalem is central. Mary and 

Joseph travel to this city and present Jesus at the temple (Luke 2:22-40). It is here that 

both Simeon and Anna are able to experience and see Jesus for the first time. Also, Luke 

records the narrative of Jesus sitting amongst the religious leaders in the temple (Luke 

2:41-52). Then, in the middle of the Gospel, Luke features a massive section that focuses 

on Jesus’ journey to this city. In Luke 9:51, it states, “As the time approached for him to 

be taken up to heaven, Jesus resolutely set out for Jerusalem.” This focus on Jerusalem is 

continued all the way until Luke 19:28. Not to mention, a large portion of text is 

dedicated to Jesus’ arrest, trial, death, and resurrection in or outside of Jerusalem. Thus, 

as the author of Acts, Luke would have instantly recognized the spiritual importance of 

Jerusalem and why the Lord listed this location first within verse 8. As John Polhill 

writes, “the story of Jesus led to Jerusalem; the story of the church led from Jerusalem.”32 

Throughout the Gospels, Jesus constantly traveled, as he ministered, taught, and 

performed miracles. But, his sights were always set on Jerusalem, the place of his 

crucifixion. It all led to Jerusalem. In Acts 1:8, this is why the church and the apostles’ 

witness will begin and go out from this same place. 
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After highlighting the central importance of this city, Jesus moves his focus to 

two other locations. Jesus promised that his disciples will continue being his witnesses in 

Judea and Samaria. In the New Testament, Jerusalem was located in the wider region of 

Judea. This promise would be similar to Jesus commanding believers today to be his 

witnesses in Shelbyville and then continue to take the gospel to Shelby County or the 

wider region of Kentucky.   

However, the designation of Samaria was especially significant in the New 

Testament age. It is because, “in the days of Christ, the relationship between the Jews and 

the Samaritans was greatly strained. The animosity was so great that the Jews bypassed 

Samaria as they traveled between Galilee and Judea.”33 Also, in John 4:9, it specifically 

states that Jews and Samaritans did not associate with one another. Throughout his 

earthly ministry, Jesus continued to fight against these societal beliefs, by repeatedly 

going to the Samaritans and sharing his message. For example, Jesus openly rebukes his 

disciples for stirring animosity with the Samaritans (Luke 9:53-56). He shares the 

message of salvation with a Samaritan woman, and then later, with an entire town (John 

4:1-42). Jesus affirms the neighborly qualities of a Samaritan (Luke 10:30-37); he even 

praises a Samaritan for his heart of thankfulness and faith (Luke 17:11-19). From start to 

finish, Jesus continued to preach, through his words and actions, that all people are 

worthy of hearing the good news. This includes Samaritans. As John Stott notes, “He 

[Jesus] rules over an international community in which race, nation, rank and sex are no 

barriers to fellowship.”34  

In Acts 1:8, the Lord is expecting the disciples to continue his legacy and 

mission. After his ascension, the disciples must not fall back on the religious and racial 

divisions of the day. The disciples must not take the gospel everywhere, except Samaria. 
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No, the disciples are to be his witnesses, even to the locations that are hostile to the 

Jewish faith. John Calvin poignantly writes, “It is evident (John 4:9) how greatly the Jews 

did detest the Samaritans. Christ commanded that (the wall of separation being broken 

down) they be made one body (Eph 2:14), that his kingdom may be erected 

everywhere.”35 

Finally, Jesus offers one more location that the disciples will travel to: the ends 

of the earth. Commentators disagree over the meaning of this phrase. Some, like Craig 

Keener, argue that this phrase emphasizes, “universality.” He goes further and adds, 

“There is, in a real sense, no outline after Samaria; the mission ‘reaches beyond the end 

of Acts.’”36 Eckhard Schnabel argues that Jesus has multiple intentions in mind. “The 

mission of the apostles is world mission. It begins in Jerusalem, it reaches the 

surrounding regions of Judea and Samaria, and it extends as far as people live, 

transcending both geographical and ethnic boundaries.”37 Some have also tied “ends of 

the earth” to specific places like Rome, Palestine, Ethiopia, or Spain.38 Alan Thompson 

quotes from Pao, and he sees this designation of Jerusalem, Judea, Samaria, and the ends 

of the earth serving as “theopolitical terms.”39 Yet, over and above these various ideas, 

the most likely explanation is that Jesus does not have a singular locale in mind. Instead, 

Jesus has every locale in mind. The ends of the earth do not represent a foreign city 

outside of the Middle East. Ends of the earth simply means everywhere else. The 

disciples must take the gospel to all people, including distant lands beyond Samaria. “The 

kingdom message will move out gradually and encompass all . . . The world is the end 
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goal, pointing to complete deliverance that drives the present mission and gives its 

focus.”40 

In the book of Acts, the apostles were faithful to follow this divine direction 

that they had been given. Luke focuses on the reception of the Holy Spirit and apostolic 

witness in Jerusalem in chapters 1 through 7. Then, in chapters 8 through 12, Judea and 

Samaria are the main concern. Finally, the gospel witness is continued to the ends of the 

earth with the ministry of Paul (Acts 13-28).41 As Thompson claims, “Acts 1:8 is the 

programmatic verse for how the narrative of Acts . . . unfolds.”42 

Modern Fulfillment and Continuation of Acts 1:8  

These instructions, promises, and locations from Jesus are particularly directed 

to the Spirit-empowered witness of the disciples. They are the ones to take Jesus’ gospel 

message to the far ends of the earth. Thus, Acts 1:8 should not be viewed as an explicit 

command or prescription to modern day believers. However, this passage can be applied 

to one’s current context. Individuals can still follow the faithful example of the apostles, 

by actively sharing the gospel message. As Schnabel describes, “The Twelve had a 

unique role, as eyewitnesses of Jesus’ life, death, resurrection, and exaltation . . . All 

subsequent generations of Christians are dependent on the testimony of these first 

witnesses.”43 Or, in other words, believers rely upon the testimony of the disciples, who 

were taught and empowered by the Holy Spirit to proclaim and write down in Scripture 

the timeless truths of Christ. It is through Scripture that believers today can understand 

Jesus and his salvation. It is also through Scripture that believers can recognize their role 
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in history, by looking to the actions of the apostles and striving to be Spirit-empowered 

gospel witnesses themselves.   

Beyond Acts 1:8, multiple passages in the New Testament relate to this truth.  

Most notably, one can look to the promise of the Holy Spirit. The disciples were not the 

only ones who experienced this prophesied gift. Instead, every individual, who receives 

salvation, is granted access to the third member of the Trinity. In Ephesians 1:13-14, Paul 

talks about hearing the message of truth, which is the gospel of salvation. When 

individuals believe, they are, “marked in him with a seal, the promised Holy Spirit.” 

Because the Spirit is given to every believer, this means that all Christians are 

also called to be Spirit-empowered witnesses. In Romans chapter 10, Paul masterfully 

describes the topic. Yes, God is the one who ultimately saves people and welcomes them 

into his family. But, God allows his message of salvation to be spread through the faithful 

witness of his children. Paul even notes how the feet of those who bring the good news 

are beautiful (Rom 10:15). In 2 Corinthians 5:20, Paul describes believers as being 

ambassadors for Christ. He then explains the ways in which God speaks the message of 

salvation and reconciliation through members of the Lord’s church. One could even look 

at 2 Timothy 4:5, when Paul charges his protégé to do the work of an evangelist. Even 

though this command was originally given to Timothy, this instruction can still be carried 

out by all members of the modern church. Therefore, being a gospel witness is not 

optional. It is not an item that believers and congregations can choose to do or not do, 

depending upon the desires of the day. But, as Wayne Grudem describes, “this 

evangelistic work of declaring the gospel is the primary ministry that the church has 

towards the world.”44 
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It is also important to remember how the Spirit plays an active role in gospel 

proclamation. As believers follow the example of the disciples and strive to be witnesses 

to the truth of Christ, the Spirit will lead in this evangelistic endeavor. According to the 

New Testament, the Spirit will grant every believer power to boldly, faithfully, and 

courageously proclaim the good news. In 1 Corinthians chapter 2, Paul explains his 

ministry and how it has not been consumed with human wisdom or high-sounding 

philosophy. Instead, Paul has intently relied upon the Holy Spirit. In verse 4, he expressly 

states, “My message and my preaching were not with wise and persuasive words, but 

with a demonstration of the Spirit’s power.” The same is true today. When followers of 

Christ go into the world proclaiming who Jesus is and what he has done, the Spirit will 

guide them in speech, action, and power. 

Finally, modern believers and churches should also be cognizant of the 

direction of Acts 1:8. Yes, this designation to be gospel witnesses in Jerusalem, Judea, 

Samaria, and the ends of the earth was originally given to the apostles. They were the 

ones who took this message from their current location to the far reaches of the globe. 

However, Christians and churches alike can easily follow this pattern, by mirroring the 

text with their own geographic locations (city, state, country, and world). As Jerry Rankin 

writes, “God has committed to us the task of being His witnesses and discipling the 

nations. May we be found faithful as we empower the growth of His kingdom, literally to 

the ends of the earth.”45  

Conclusion  

When taken as a whole, Acts 1:8 is an integral, significant, and lasting text for 

the New Testament church. Not only did it serve as a guide for the early apostles, but it 
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still speaks truth to Christians today. Jesus’ words truly stand the test of time, as he 

motivates his followers to be gospel witnesses, empowered by the Holy Spirit, who take 

the good news of Christ to the far reaches of the globe. 
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CHAPTER 3 

OVERCOMING BARRIERS TO THE GOSPEL 

Every believer and follower of Christ is called to be a gospel witness, who is 

led and empowered by the Holy Spirit. Granted, the original instructions and promises of 

Acts 1:8 were given to Jesus’ disciples. They were the ones who received the power of 

the Holy Spirit and served as gospel witnesses in Jerusalem, Judea, Samaria, and the ends 

of the earth. But, this calling did not come to an end when the apostles passed away. 

Instead, the pattern of Acts 1:8 can be applied to modern believers and serve as the 

motivating factor for being global gospel witnesses. Beyond Acts, other passages in the 

New Testament relate to this truth and embolden followers of Christ to go and speak the 

message of salvation. In 1 Peter 3:15, the apostle encourages believers to always be ready 

and prepared to share the hope that they have. This hope is not found in possessions or 

the pleasures of this world. Instead, this hope solely rests in the good news of Jesus 

Christ. In 2 Corinthians 5:20, Paul describes believers as being ambassadors. He then 

explains the ways in which God speaks the message of salvation and reconciliation 

through members of the Lord’s church. As Mark McCloskey notes, “Evangelism is not a 

task that God does Himself. Rather, He sovereignly chooses to accomplish this work 

through His children . . . He has chosen to use us, weak and sinful as we are, for this 

eternally significant work.”1  

Even though this is a powerful and wonderful responsibility that God has given 

to his followers, one must be mindful of the flip side. This calling has deep and 
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significant challenges attached to it. As Timothy Beougher explains, there are barriers to 

being an evangelistic witness.2 These can include, but are not limited to: poverty, 

addictions, hostility, apathy, and personal fear. When in place, these barriers serve as 

profound challenges to the spread of Jesus’ good news. They hinder individuals from 

comprehending and receiving the gospel message. They also influence believers to 

remain silent and not fulfill their calling as witnesses. Thus, these barriers are not small, 

trivial, or insignificant impediments. They directly impact and effect gospel 

proclamation. However, as serious and potent as these challenges are, they are not 

insurmountable. They can be overcome with the help of the Triune God and with the 

application of sound biblical principles. Ultimately, in order to follow the pattern of Acts 

1:8 and be an effective witness for Christ, one must recognize and overcome the physical 

and spiritual obstacles that hinder the reception of the gospel.   

Barrier of Poverty  

In order to be a faithful Acts 1:8 witness, one must understand, recognize, and 

overcome the unique challenges that arise in sharing the gospel with the impoverished. 

Within the United States, poverty is a widespread phenomenon. Physical suffering and a 

lack of financial means are a looming threat within a large portion of the population. 

According to the Census Bureau, the current poverty threshold for a family of four is 

$26,370. For a single individual, under 65 years of age, the number comes down 

significantly to $13,300.3 The Census Bureau is still compiling the 2019 data. But, in 

2018, 11.8 percent of the population was living at or under this threshold. In putting this 

percentage in numerical form, this means that just over 38 million individuals do not 
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have the necessary means to adequately provide for themselves and their households.4 

This phenomenon is spread across every major ethnicity and race. At least 10 percent of 

Native American, African American, Hispanic, Caucasian, and Asian communities are 

listed as impoverished.5 These alarming numbers are not new or recent developments. 

Twenty years ago, Craig Blomberg warned the church on the deficiencies within the 

American population. As Blomberg notes, “Poverty is increasing, with average income 

levels falling, gaps between the rich and the poor widening, and personal and national 

indebtedness rising.”6 

Beyond a lack of financial means, the impoverished also face psychological 

and sociological hardship. In the words of Steve Corbett and Brian Fikkert, “Poor people 

typically talk in terms of shame, inferiority, powerlessness, humiliation, fear, 

hopelessness, depression, social isolation, and voicelessness.”7 Tragically, many of these 

inner emotions spill over into external hardships. “Long-standing patterns of drug 

addiction, alcoholism, crime, and broken family structures combine to keep people . . . in 

cycles of poverty and misery.”8 Thus, someone who is destitute faces deeper and more 

serious issues than just struggling to pay bills. These people are caught, “in the complex 

patterns of personal sin and systemic challenges.”9  

Sadly, in the state of Kentucky, these difficult statistics are continued and even 

exasperated. According to the Census Bureau, 16.9 percent of Kentuckians are living at 

 
 

4 “Income and Poverty in the United States: 2018,” United States Census Bureau, accessed 
April 28, 2020, https://www.census.gov/library/publications/2019/demo/p60-266.html. 

5 “Poverty USA,” accessed April 28, 2020, https://www.povertyusa.org/facts. 

6 Craig L. Blomberg, Neither Poverty nor Riches: A Biblical Theology of Possessions, New 
Studies in Biblical Theology (Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity Press, 1999), 18. 

7 Steve Corbett and Brian Fikkert, When Helping Hurts: How to Alleviate Poverty Without 
Hurting the Poor . . . And Yourself (Chicago: Moody, 2012), 51. 

8 Mez McConnell and Mike McKinley, Church in Hard Places: How the Local Church Brings 
Life to the Poor and Needy (Wheaton, IL: Crossway, 2016), 27. 

9 McConnell and McKinley, Church in Hard Places, 28. 



   

37 

 

or below the poverty line.10 Not to mention, drug addiction, depression, and physical 

brokenness are ever present realities across the Commonwealth. Victory Baptist Church, 

where I am currently serving as pastor, is located in downtown Shelbyville, Kentucky. 

Our congregation finds itself squarely in the heart of this issue. As explained in chapter 

one, Victory operates as an inner-city congregation and ministers to individuals who are 

low-income, homeless, struggling with addiction, and/or have some type of mental 

disability. Thus, the core members of Victory and those who walk in the front doors are a 

part of this vulnerable and impoverished class of people.  

Because this system is so deeply ingrained within the hearts of thousands of 

individuals across the United States and in the lives of multiple people within our own 

context, this means that, in order to be an effective witness, one must recognize the 

barrier of poverty. It is not only an obstacle for the individual listening to the gospel, but 

it is also a significant hurdle for the church, who seeks to share this message. In order to 

overcome this barrier, it is vital to understand and remember three key truths.  

First, witnesses for Christ must properly balance temporal needs and gospel 

realities. This must be a focused effort, because temporal needs are so immediate and 

direct. When an individual is hungry, the pressing demand is food. When someone does 

not have proper clothing, he/she longs to have protection from harsh weather. When 

someone is facing eviction, the immediate need is financial capital. Even though all of 

these situations are pressing, they must never become the singular focus of believers or 

the church’s ministries. Within this world, the most crucial need is hearing, receiving, 

and believing in the gospel. More than any physical provision, lost and dying sinners 

need the message that Jesus Christ has come to seek and to save. As Tim Chester 

acknowledges, “Time and time again this has proved the greatest challenge facing 

 
 

10 “Kentucky: Persons in Poverty,” United States Census Bureau, accessed April 28, 2020, 
https://www.census.gov/search-results.html?q=kentucky+poverty+rates. 



   

38 

 

Christian social involvement – to keep in view the greatest gift that we have to offer a 

needy world: the words of eternal life.”11 Mez McConnell and Mike McKinley agree with 

Chester’s assessment and write, “It is our conviction that the one thing the poor need 

most is the gospel message. Other things may be very important, but they are still 

secondary.”12 Kevin DeYoung and Greg Gilbert also add, “It is not the church’s 

responsibility to right every wrong or to meet every need, though we have biblical 

motivation to do some of both. It is our responsibility . . . that neighbors and nations may 

know that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that by believing, they may have life in 

his name.”13 

In practical terms, making the gospel primary does not mean that Acts 1:8 

witnesses cut themselves off from society and refuse to help the impoverished. Instead, 

temporal needs should be viewed as prime opportunities. While providing food, clothing, 

or finances, one can share the gospel and talk about the essential truths of Christ, sin, 

salvation, and eternity. Thus, the primary calling of being Jesus’ witnesses and 

proclaiming his good news can and should go hand in hand with the secondary task of 

providing for the lost. As Mark Tatlock describes, “Jesus [taught] His disciples that an 

unending mark of true Christian ministry would be matching the preaching of the gospel 

with simultaneous ministry to the poor.”14  

A powerful text related to this topic is Matthew 25. In verses 31 and following, 

Jesus describes his ultimate return. In that moment, all the nations will be gathered before 

him and he will separate the sheep from the goats. Or, in other words, the individuals, 
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who have believed in the gospel and received salvation, they will be distinct from 

unbelievers, who are still lost and dead in their sin. In the midst of these promises, Jesus 

describes the marks of a true Christian. In verses 35 and 36, Jesus cites multiple examples 

of feeding the hungry, clothing the naked, and visiting those in prison. Thus, it is clear 

that true gospel believers are called to care for, “both the spiritual and physical needs of 

the poor.”15 

Second, in viewing social assistance as a means to presenting the gospel, one 

should remember the benefits of poverty within spiritual conversations. Certainly, the 

poor face a whole host of issues, including crime, substance abuse, despair, and feelings 

of hopelessness. But, these are the same people who are longing for freedom, relief, hope, 

peace, and assurance. These gifts can only come through the good news and salvation of 

Christ. Granted, the gospel will not instantly rescue people from their poverty or free 

them from their current circumstances. Instead, the reception of the gospel and belief in 

Christ will save them from their sins, allow them entrance into a personal and ongoing 

relationship with the Lord, and offer them a future hope in the promises of glory. In 

James 2:5, the brother of Christ talks about this reality, “Listen, my dear brothers and 

sisters: has not God chosen those who are poor in the eyes of the world to be rich in 

faith and to inherit the kingdom he promised those who love him?” Here, James is not 

saying that every member of the poor will be saved. Instead, he is highlighting how God 

has poured out his love upon the destitute. Thus, being impoverished is not a spiritual 

disadvantage. As Tatlock describes, “When a person is in poverty, his hopelessness 

cannot be masked. While the rich have the means by which they can temporarily mask 

the pain of living in a fallen world, the poor have no such refuge.”16 Ultimately, when 

serving as an Acts 1:8 witness to the poor, one has been given a prime opportunity. The 
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destitute can be open to hearing and receiving the good news of Christ, because many of 

their earthly treasures have been stripped away. Unlike the rich, they do not have an 

overflow of money and possessions to conceal their need for Christ. Their broken lives 

are prime occasions for the Lord to come in and bring transformational salvation.   

Third, in order to be an effective witness and overcome the barrier of poverty, 

one must also remember the core tenets of the gospel. In today’s world, the gospel has 

become a convoluted and, at times, confusing mess. Depending on the book and 

theologian, the term, gospel, can carry a whole host of varying definitions. But, according 

to Scripture, the good news of Christ is clear and undeniable. It is not about taking care of 

the planet, practicing social ministries, looking after the least of these, positive thinking, 

or self-help benchmarks to reach. Instead, the gospel is directly tied to the reality of God, 

the sinfulness of man, the sacrifice and resurrection of Jesus Christ, and the individual’s 

response in repenting of sin, believing in Christ, and publicly confessing this belief (Rom 

10:9-13). When talking to individuals who are lost, this is the message that must be 

shared. The main reason for this is that people are not saved any other way. As Peter 

declares in Acts 4:12, “Salvation is found in no one else, for there is no other name under 

heaven given to mankind by which we must be saved.” People are not saved by receiving 

a meal or getting encouragement in the midst of their depression. People are saved by the 

proper response to the work of God and the life-changing news of the gospel. “Getting 

the message right makes all the difference when you are ministering to the poor (and 

everybody else!). A false or even incomplete gospel is like a sugar pill. It might fool the 

patient into thinking he will get better, but it doesn’t have the power to cure him.”17 

Properly understanding and explaining the core gospel tenets is absolutely essential, 

because eternities are at stake. Apart from the life-saving work of Christ, every member 
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of the impoverished community is headed straight toward hell and destruction. According 

to Hebrews 9:27, “Just as people are destined to die once, and after that to face 

judgment.”  

Barrier of Addiction  

In order to be a faithful Acts 1:8 witness, one must also understand, recognize, 

and overcome the unique challenges that arise in sharing the gospel with those affected 

by severe addictions. Simply defined, addiction is, “bondage to the rule of a substance, 

activity, or state of mind, which then becomes the center of life, defending itself from the 

truth so that even bad consequences don’t bring repentance, and leading to further 

estrangement from God.”18 Based on this definition, addiction can arise in many different 

scenarios, where individuals become attached to and dependent upon pornography, 

overeating, video games, or social media. But, for the purposes of this chapter, addiction 

will be limited to substance abuse and the repeated use of illegal drugs. Just like poverty, 

this too is a widespread phenomenon throughout the United States. According to the 2017 

National Survey on Drug Use and Health, over 30 million individuals (12 years and 

older) currently use illicit drugs.19 In the state of Kentucky, substance abuse is especially 

prevalent, with individuals struggling through methamphetamine, heroin, and opioid 

dependency.20 Just in my own context and within the community ministries that our 

congregation provides, the drug epidemic is powerful and strong. Over the past eight 

years, I have personally met, counseled, and ministered to countless individuals who are 
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dependent upon illegal substances. Their entire lives revolve around getting the next fix 

or high. Even worse, I have also been involved in multiple funerals for individuals who 

have passed away after succumbing to complications from an overdose.    

When suffering with addiction, a whole host of issues easily arise. Certainly, 

health complications exist, depending on the type and severity of the addiction. But, 

beyond the external problems, there are internal challenges that deeply affect and burden 

the user. Many addicts live in a world of perpetual guilt, shame, and hopelessness. They 

turn to the drug of choice as an outlet for temporary peace and relaxation. Once the high 

wears off, the addict spirals down into further guilt and despair. Thus, the drug acts as a 

never-ending cycle of inner pain. In other situations, addicts are “motivated by a fear of 

failure, and drugs numb the pain of past disappointments.”21 Still, others strive to forget 

the weight and bitter memories of old and they hope that this substance will offer them a 

small dose of personal freedom. As Joe Herzanek describes, “Addiction is a means to 

escape, and the more you try to escape from reality, the worse reality becomes.”22 

Tragically, addiction not only affects the health and emotional state of an 

individual, but this problem goes much deeper. People can be so consumed and 

overwhelmed by their drug of choice that their hearts, souls, and very lives become 

enslaved by the pill, injection, and drink. As Ed Welch notes, “Our slavery or disease 

may include actual physical dysfunction, but it goes much deeper than that. It is an 

infection of the human heart. Although voluntary, we are inclined to it. We want it. Our 

will is bent toward it.”23 Bill Shannon builds on this understanding and adds, “The addict 

often underestimates the power of enslavement to sin. The addict thinks that the habit can 
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be broken when in reality the habit has already broken the person.”24 Ultimately, this is 

why many people admit their inability to quit the habit. No matter how hard they try or 

how much personal motivation they create, the drug and its temptations are an ever-

present reality. Even worse, individuals, in this condition, have lost all capacity to make 

personal decisions and to care for their own physical body. Their desire for the drug is 

what fuels their daily choices, actions, and lifestyles.  

Beyond physical and spiritual enslavement, addiction should also be 

understood in terms of idolatry. On one hand, addicts have transformed a good feeling, 

high, or substance into the foundational element of their lives. But, on a deeper level, 

addicts are also bowing to the idea of self, where one’s own desires trump everything 

else, including serving, worshipping, and honoring the God of the universe. Simply put, 

“[addiction] is the worship of self . . . because the idol is desired for selfish reasons.”25 

Because the pull of addiction is scattered across boundary lines, states, and 

families, one must be aware of this barrier. As a witness, who is led by the Holy Spirit 

and desires to share the gospel, one will come into contact with addicts who are in 

desperate need of the life-changing power of Jesus Christ. Thus, in order to overcome this 

barrier, it is crucial that one remembers and lives out two biblical truths. 

First, addiction must be viewed through the proper lens. Within our culture, 

there is a dividing line between secular and Christian, when it comes to this topic. On one 

hand, secularists see substance abuse as a disease caused by a chemical imbalance in the 

brain or a genetic predisposition. “Addiction . . . is a brain disease. This disease has its 

own set of diagnosable symptoms that can be measured and treated.”26 Others have tried 
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to develop a hybrid theory that blends together competing ideas. People in this camp 

believe that, “addictions begin as sinful choices and end up as diseases.”27 However, over 

and above these options, the proper way to view addiction is through the spiritual lens of 

sin. Certainly, clinical, scientific, and genetic elements may be factors in one’s eventual 

recovery, but these elements should not be the primary focus in ministering to an addict. 

Witnesses should consider substance abuse in this light because this is exactly 

what Scripture does. Yes, Scripture is silent on the use of modern drugs. But, the Bible 

repeatedly talks about drunkenness and alcoholism, both of which consume one’s 

thoughts and enslaves an individual to the point of dependence. An easy and simple 

application of the passages on alcoholism is rampant drug use. In Galatians 5, Paul lists 

out actions that he labels as acts of the flesh that keep individuals from inheriting the 

kingdom of God. In verse 21, Paul explicitly includes drunkenness alongside other 

serious sins such as sexual immorality, witchcraft, selfish ambition, rage, and idolatry 

(which is another form of substance abuse). Similarly, in 1 Corinthians 6:10 and Romans 

13:13, Paul shares two more extended lists of personal sins that include the description of 

drunkards. Thus, Scripture is clear. Personal dependency on alcohol is a disobedient 

lifestyle before the God of all. The same can be said of an addiction to illicit drugs. Since 

Scripture and the biblical authors define addiction as sin, so should faithful witnesses for 

Christ. 

Now, this designation does not mean that witnesses overly condemn addicts to 

their own devices, temptations, and judgment. This certainly does not mean that 

followers of Christ act high and mighty, because they do not experience this same 

struggle. Instead, when confronting addicts and speaking truth into their lives, one must 

approach gospel conversations with humility, grace, openness, and clarity. Sin is an 
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inherent part of the gospel.28 One must not skate around this issue, in order to protect the 

mental health of the addict. If one is worried that discussions on sin and judgment will 

cause anxiety or shame, then, he/she misunderstands the inner emotions of the abuser.  

As mentioned above, addicts are already facing these thoughts. Therefore, in being Jesus’ 

witness and sharing the gospel, the best remedy is to define the problem right from the 

outset. Only when someone properly understands the depth of his/her sin will he/she be 

able to truly see, appreciate, and experience, “the One who forgives, liberates, loves, and 

empowers.”29 

Moreover, biblically defining addiction as sin will also give the abuser hope 

for the future. As Mark Shaw notes, “[The disease concept] offers no hope that the addict 

will ever completely overcome the ‘disease.’”30 But, thankfully, a biblical definition of 

sin will lead to a proper understanding of salvation and the spiritual freedom that can be 

experienced in Christ. As the gospel teaches, Jesus did not come to transform someone’s 

genetic predispositions or mere DNA. Instead, he came to save lost sinners and transform 

their hearts of stone into hearts of flesh (Ezek 36:26). This truth is way more powerful 

and life-changing than any scientific or secular diagnosis.     

Second, in order to be an effective witness who overcomes this personal 

barrier, it is important to remember that freedom from drugs is not the main goal of a 

witness. Instead, the chief goal is to proclaim the salvation and new life that comes 

through Christ. Ultimately, witnesses proclaim this message, because of what secular 

society teaches. A person can go through a clinical program and become sober. But, “if 

that happens without the gospel, the person may be clean from drugs yet remain an 

 
 

28 J.I. Packer, Evangelism and the Sovereignty of God (Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity Press, 
2008), 61. 

29 Welch, Addictions A Banquet in the Grave, 40. 

30 Shaw, The Heart of Addiction, 14. 



   

46 

 

enemy of God.”31 Therefore, sobriety is not the message of the gospel. Instead, the heart 

of the gospel is that, “[Jesus] came to earth to find the rejected, the sick, the suffering, 

and those with serious issues. He came to seek and save the lost.”32 Thus, the gospel is 

truly the best news imaginable for every person and especially addicts. Only in Jesus 

Christ will substance abusers experience freedom from chemical dependence. Only in the 

gospel will individuals experience peace, assurance, and forgiveness, over and above 

despair, depression, and shame. Only in the gospel will people have an ever-present help 

in times of trouble and be provided a way out in times of temptation (1 Cor 10:13). Only 

in Christ can addicts have their past sins of dependency wiped away and be counted as 

spotless and righteous before the God of all (1 Cor 6:11). Thus, sobriety is not the heart 

of the gospel. Instead, becoming clean is a result of gospel understanding and spiritual 

transformation. In the end, this is the message that must be proclaimed.  

Barriers of Hostility and Apathy  

In being an effective witness for Jesus Christ, one must also be cognizant of 

preconceived notions that people have within their hearts. Beyond the struggles of 

addiction and societal woes that come with poverty, many harbor deep-seated emotions 

regarding Jesus Christ and Christianity. Therefore, in order to be an Acts 1:8 witness, one 

must recognize and overcome the obstacles that arise in sharing the gospel with those 

who are hostile and/or apathetic to the Christian faith. 

Within America’s current climate, the population at large does not violently 

persecute followers of Christ. However, there is a growing dislike for Christianity and a 

general distaste for the church. In some, this dislike is morphing into open hostility, 

anger, and hatred. Clearly, the foundational element of this sin is the workings of Satan. 

 
 

31 MacArthur, Evangelism, 242. 

32 MacArthur, Evangelism, 243. 



   

47 

 

But, on a societal level, the surrounding culture fully embraces and promotes lifestyles, 

such as homosexuality, transgenderism, and various forms of immorality. Simply put, 

“the world is profoundly different than it was at the middle of the last century, and 

everybody knows it.”33 Because the church deems these actions as wrong and sinful, 

proponents of the gospel are now viewed as backwards, fundamentalist, hateful, bigoted, 

homophobic, and discriminatory. In the words of John Dickerson, “Evangelicals are on a 

crash course with a tectonic culture shift that could categorize peaceful Bible-believing 

Christians with the Ku Klux Klan and abusive male chauvinists.”34 Dickerson even 

theorized the future point when this hostility boils over and the church is labeled a hate 

group and loses its tax-exempt status.35  

Also fueling this drive for hostility is people’s perception of the church. 

Believers today are no longer the loudspeaker for love, salvation, truth, and good news. 

Instead, Christianity is simply a euphemism for guns, the Republican Party, and radical 

nationalism. As James White notes, “Many of those outside the Christian faith think 

Christians no longer represent what Jesus had in mind and that Christianity in our society 

is not what it was meant to be. We’re seen as hyperpolitical, out of touch, pushy in our 

beliefs, and arrogant.”36 These examples are merely scratching the surface. They do not 

include militant atheism, accusations of racism, and church-wide scandals. When 

combined, all of these societal beliefs have combined to create a “perfect storm” of 

hostility.37 
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However, it is important to note that not everyone in the secular culture is like 

this. The vast majority have not yet succumbed to a hateful view of Christianity. As Will 

Metzger notes, “Most people are not hostile; rather, they are indifferent.”38 This adds a 

whole new dimension to gospel proclamation. Countless unbelievers simply do not see 

their need for Jesus, salvation, and the forgiveness of sins. Instead, they view themselves 

as inherently good and spiritual. They also hold a general belief about God and do not 

follow any certain creed, religion, or piece of Scripture. Others take a more pluralistic 

approach and believe that all religions ultimately point to the same deity and eternal 

destination.39 Still, others are apathetic, because of syncretism. They combine a little truth 

from the Sermon on the Mount, a pinch of pantheism, and a dab of Buddhism to create 

their own, individualized conceptions of God. In the end, Christianity is no longer the 

true source of salvation. The gospel is no longer the teaching that Jesus is the Way, the 

Truth, and the Life (John 14:6). Instead, the gospel and Christianity, as a whole, has 

become, “one of many competing, boutique worldviews, no better or worse than another, 

that have set up shop in society’s mall for people to sample as a matter of personal 

preference.”40 It is no wonder that apathy reigns supreme in the hearts and lives of 

countless individuals.  

In seeking to be an Acts 1:8 witness, who openly shares the gospel and is led 

by the Holy Spirit, one will come into contact with these varying viewpoints. One will 

engage with hostile thinkers and those who apathetically cling to personal biases. In order 

to identify and overcome these barriers, three essential truths must be practiced and 

understood. 
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First, one must remember the sources of hostility and apathy. These attitudes 

are not human in origin. Instead, they are the outworking of Satan and his temptations. In 

2 Corinthians 4:4, Paul writes, “The god of this age has blinded the minds of unbelievers, 

so that they cannot see the light of the gospel that displays the glory of Christ, who is the 

image of God.” Because of the enemy, people are not able to see the beauty, joy, and 

light of the gospel. They cannot comprehend the wonders of God’s existence, the depth 

of sin, and the freeing salvation of Jesus’ sacrifice. They cannot grasp the teachings of 

Jesus because their minds have been darkened and covered. Just as a blind man cannot 

see the objects in front of him, an unbeliever cannot see the truth of the gospel.  

In order to achieve this level of blindness, one of Satan’s prime areas of attack 

is not hostility but indifference. “Satan’s most effective work is done when he deceives 

people into thinking all is well.”41 Thus, when sharing with those who are apathetic (and, 

by extension, hostile), one has to recognize, right from the outset, the spiritual powers at 

play. Just like addiction, the witness needs to be mindful of the depth of sin and disbelief 

that Satan has developed in every person’s heart. As Paul highlights, in order to take a 

stand against the devil’s schemes, not only must one put on the full armor of God; but, 

he/she must recognize that people’s struggles are against the rulers, authorities, powers of 

this dark world and the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly realms (Eph 6:12).  

Because of this reality, sharing the gospel will be a daunting task. However, 

the main power of Jesus’ good news is not human effort, strength, wisdom, or charisma. 

Instead, the might of the gospel is found in the work of God. Therefore, when speaking 

with the apathetic, one must never think that human effort will eventually turn this soul 

from light to darkness. Instead, God is the one who saves and rescues people from sin. He 

is the one who pulls individuals out of the pit of depravity. He is the one that grants 
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forgiveness and new life. God is the one, “reconciling the world to himself in Christ, not 

counting people’s sins against them” (2 Cor 5:19). Ultimately, God accomplishes these 

miraculous works through the ministry of his witnesses. As Paul reminds the church in 2 

Corinthians 5:20, God is making his appeal through his faithful ambassadors. When one 

fully remembers that God is the one who saves and mankind’s only task is to share this 

message, then, being Jesus’ witness is no longer like, “pushing a ball uphill.”42 Being a 

witness is not bearing the heavy load and responsibility of salvation. Instead, there is 

great freedom and peace knowing that God is the author of new life. Therefore, when 

coming into contact with someone who is angry or indifferent, believers do not have to be 

afraid or overwhelmed. They can calmly share the truth, and, then, leave the work of 

reconciliation up to the Triune God. As Mack Stiles explains, “We tell others about the 

gospel, but God brings the results. We can rest in that knowledge.”43 

Third, in overcoming this barrier, witnesses must be willing to allow 

unbelievers to walk away. Granted, this is extremely hard, especially if someone is 

conversing with a loved one or family member. But, after presenting the gospel, if an 

individual is still hardened against the good news of Christ, then, it is not the job of a 

witness to continue hammering against an unmovable, spiritual wall. It is not the job of a 

witness to begin arguments or frustratingly recount the same core truths. Instead, a 

follower of Christ recognizes the situation at hand and allows the other person to exit the 

conversation. As Metzger describes, “What do we do if people just are not interested? We 

let them go their own way, as Jesus did the moral young man (Luke 18:18-29) . . . That 

young man would not bow to Christ’s Lordship. Jesus loved him and bore the pain of 

rejection. So must we.”44  
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Now, believers do not give up on hardened individuals. They do not throw 

their lives to the wolves and no longer care about them. Instead, in allowing this person to 

go their own path, followers of Christ continue to trust in the sovereign plan and salvation 

of God. They pray for this individual, by name, and ask the Lord to break down these 

spiritual walls and remove the power of Satan’s blindness. They pray that this individual, 

soon, would be reconciled to the Lord and believe in the truth of salvation. They pray that 

the Lord would grant future conversations where they can, once again, be the Lord’s 

witness, who proclaims his life-changing truth. 

Barrier of Fear  

In being an effective witness for Christ, not only must one be cognizant of the 

barriers within the hearts and lives others (poverty, addiction, hostility, and apathy), but 

one must also recognize his/her own weaknesses, temptations, and spiritual hurdles. 

These can vary widely depending upon the individual and depth of spiritual maturity. 

But, regardless of age and circumstance, every Christian will battle with fear, in one form 

or another.45 Therefore, in order to be an Acts 1:8 witness, one must recognize and 

overcome personal challenges such as fear and anxiety.  

At the heart of these emotions is none other than Satan himself. He does not 

want believers to be bold, courageous, passionate witnesses. He does not want the Lord’s 

truth to be shared, proclaimed, and spread far and wide. In order to stop believers from 

fulfilling their spiritual callings and mandates, he systematically spreads terror and worry. 

“Satan knows the tremendous power of the Gospel. He knows that people may respond if 

they hear and understand the Good News. Therefore, his strategy is to try and hinder 

Christians from sharing the Gospel.”46 Simply put, “Satan . . . will do anything to hold up 
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evangelism and divide Christians.”47 

This form of spiritual fear will reveal itself in multiple ways. For some, they 

are afraid of failure. They doubt themselves, their abilities, and wisdom. They are 

worried that their gospel presentation will not be effective. The other person will reject 

the good news of Christ and simply turn their back on the truth of Scripture. When this 

happens, the witness wrongly believes that someone else’s disdain for the truth will fall 

on his/her shoulders. The failure to receive the gospel will be their fault, instead of the 

unbeliever. On a similar note, others think that they do not have enough knowledge to 

serve as a witness for Jesus. They do not know enough Scripture, have not memorized 

enough facts, and have not adequately studied cultural trends. Even worse, many are 

paralyzed by the thought of questions arising in conversations, and they wonder to 

themselves, “What happens if someone brings up a question that I do not know the 

answer to?” They are terrified that an unbeliever will shine a spotlight on their lack of 

understanding when it comes to the things of God. As Mark Dever acutely points out, 

“Christians often leave evangelism to ‘the professionals’ out of a sense of inadequacy, 

apathy, ignorance, fear, or simply feeling that it is inappropriate for them to do it . . . And 

this situation is tragic.”48 Still, other believers are hindered by a fear of rejection. They 

are afraid that, if they share the gospel, their family members and friends will say no. 

Because this thought is too much to bear, many choose to simply remain silent and avoid 

the possibility of rejection altogether.49  

This reality of fear was displayed in a recent study by LifeWay. Researchers 

found that 61 percent of Christians had not told a single person about Christ in the 
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previous six months.50 In Matthew 12:34, Jesus told his listeners, “Out of the overflow of 

the heart the mouth speaks.” For far too many, the overflow of the heart is not 

faithfulness, courage, and truth. Instead, silencing fear is what consumes the heart and 

drives the mouth. Sadly, this reality leads to a guilt-ridden dichotomy within the soul. 

Christians know they have been called to be the Lord’s witnesses. Many also have a deep 

desire to see their loved ones come to experience the truth for themselves. However, 

these desires do not manifest in outward actions.  

In striving to be an Acts 1:8 witness, one will have to engage with their 

personal fear and anxiety. The reason for this is that fear will never go away. It will 

always be present. Even if someone has memorized the gospel message, can recount 

multiple Scripture passages from memory, and has shared the truth with countless 

individuals, even for the well-trained expert, fear will still crop up from time to time. This 

emotion and attitude will be a persistent struggle. But, like other barriers, this does not 

mean that fear is insurmountable. One can overcome it by understanding and practicing 

three biblical principles. 

First, one needs to remember that not all fear is negative. Yes, this emotion 

arises because of the temptations and the workings of Satan. But, when properly viewed, 

fear can actually be flipped on its head. A proper view of fear reminds the witness that 

sharing the gospel is a deeply important task. The everlasting destinations of individuals 

are at stake. The gospel is not light, insignificant, or unimportant. There are deep realities 

attached to this truth. Moreover, fear motivates witnesses to place their confidence, not in 

themselves, but in the power, sovereignty, and ability of the Triune God. Fear deeply 

reminds believers that they are not in control; they do not have the power to save 

individuals from judgment and hell. Instead, the only thing that believers can do is 
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proclaim. Thus, dread and inner distress pushes the individual beyond themselves and 

into the hands of a capable God. 

Second, in order to overcome fear, it is vital to depend upon the Holy Spirit. 

The third member of the Trinity is granted to every individual who receives salvation and 

the everlasting promises of the gospel. In Ephesians 1:13-14, Paul talks about hearing and 

believing in the message of truth. When individuals do this, they are, “marked in him 

with a seal, the promised Holy Spirit.” After the point of salvation, the Holy Spirit 

continues to be with believers throughout the course of their lives. To a greater degree, 

the Holy Spirit also plays an integral role within the task of evangelism. This reality is 

described throughout the New Testament. According to Jesus in Acts 1:8, the Holy Spirit 

empowers both the disciples and modern believers to serve as his witnesses. In Luke 

12:12, Jesus promises his followers that the Spirit will give them the words to say when 

they are defending themselves against persecution and those who are hostile to the faith. 

In a similar vein, the Holy Spirit will also give words of wisdom and truth, so that 

persecutors can come into contact with the gospel message. In Acts 4:31, Luke recounts 

how the Holy Spirit is the source of boldness. The Spirit allows individuals to overcome 

the hindrances of Satan, and, by extension, courageously speak the everlasting messages 

of God. As the prayer in Acts 4:29-31 relates, the Holy Spirit is also the source of one’s 

motivation to see lost and dying sinners come to know a perfect God. Plus, as Paul states 

in 2 Corinthians 3:5-6, all three members of the Triune God gives followers of Christ 

competence to go and tell. Therefore, in order to overcome fear, believers must always 

remember that, “We never witness alone. We always have the Spirit with us.”51 

Third, in order to overcome this struggle, one must also remember the abiding 

reality of Jesus Christ. Shortly before his ascension, Jesus proclaimed in Matthew 28:20, 
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“And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age.” In saying this, Jesus was 

acknowledging his everlasting presence. Praise the Lord; not only is the Holy Spirit with 

those who proclaim the gospel, but so is Jesus. No matter where witnesses go, no matter 

what they face, no matter what obstacle stands in their way, even to the very end, Jesus 

will never leave nor forsake his followers. He will always be with them. Thus, there is no 

reason to fear and be overwhelmed by the temptations of the enemy. Believers have the 

King of kings and Lord of lords by their side. They have the Messiah and Savior of the 

World intimately and personally with them. Truly, what joy and courage arises when one 

looks to Christ and remembers him.52 As David proclaims in Psalm 27:1, “The Lord is 

my light and my salvation—whom shall I fear? The Lord is the stronghold of my life—of 

whom shall I be afraid?” 

Conclusion  

As J.I. Packer poignantly states, “Evangelism is the inalienable responsibility 

of every Christian community, and ever Christian person. We are all under orders to 

devote ourselves to spreading the good news.”53 This calling does not change based on 

circumstances, situations, spiritual gifts, or proclivities. This is an everlasting mandate, 

privilege, and responsibility that has been passed down by God himself. All believers, 

both young and old, have been raised up to serve as witnesses, who follow the patterns of 

Acts 1:8, share the gospel, and submit to the power of the Holy Spirit. This calling 

remains the same, regardless of the obstacles, challenges, and barriers that arise. As both 

the Lord and Scripture remind the church, these barriers are not impossible and 

unconquerable. They can be defeated and overcome with the help of the Triune God and 

with the application of sound biblical principles.
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CHAPTER 4 

BECOMING SPIRIT-EMPOWERED                     
GOSPEL WITNESSES 

In striving to be a faithful gospel witness, who follows the geographic outline 

of Acts 1:8 and who overcomes spiritual barriers, such as poverty, addiction, hostility, 

and fear, a distinct framework must be created. However, this framework must not come 

from the wisdom of man, the latest fad on social media, the opinions of television hosts, 

or a work on the New York Times best-seller list. Instead, the contents of this framework 

must be biblically grounded and the methods must be effective.1 If one can create 

materials that follow these two basic rules, then, the end result will be personal 

transformation. As the Lord himself promises in Acts 1:8, his effective calling, the 

presence of the Holy Spirit, and the inerrant truths of Scripture have the power to 

transform both the disciples and believers today into bold, obedient, faithful, and 

courageous witnesses, who actively share the gospel. Ultimately, in striving to lead 

Victory Baptist Church in this process and to raise up witnesses for the Lord, a specific 

framework was prepared, implemented, and followed. 

Preparation  

In order to have a gospel training framework that is applicable to the context of 

Shelby County and Victory Baptist Church as a whole, a period of extensive preparation 

was administered. For a total of twelve-weeks, the leaders collected data, interviewed 

individuals, completed the writing process, consulted expert opinions, and received 
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necessary feedback.  

To begin this time of preparation, a personal assessment was created, in order 

to measure the current evangelistic practices of the congregation.2 This assessment 

included a two-step process. First, a number of interviews were conducted with various 

members of the church. In this interview, individuals were asked pertinent questions 

related to their knowledge of the gospel, level of obedience, weaknesses, strengths, and 

areas of needed growth. From there, these same individuals were given a written 

assessment that further analyzed their actions and beliefs. The cover page of this 

assessment included an Agreement to Participate form. This form described the 

importance of the gospel and the need to proclaim this message to others. It also 

highlighted the purpose of the assessment and subsequent use within the doctoral project. 

The form concluded by requesting the signature of the participating individual.   

On the second page of the assessment, each interviewee was presented a series 

of basic questions. The first two questions were, “In five sentences or less, briefly 

describe the gospel of Jesus Christ. In five sentences or less, briefly describe how 

someone can receive the salvation and gospel of Jesus Christ.” These inquiries allowed 

the leaders of Victory to assess an individual’s depth of knowledge and to gauge whether 

or not a person’s gospel beliefs aligned with the teachings of Scripture. The next two 

questions focused on one’s understanding of the church and which individuals are called 

to share the gospel. In seeking this information, the assessment allowed leaders to 

determine if participating members were aware of their own responsibility as witnesses. 

The final question centered on one’s previous practices. Members were asked about the 

last time that they proclaimed the good news of Christ. Individuals then described what 

this interaction was like, when it occurred, and the results of their witness. If this was 
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applicable, one was also given the option to admit that they had never shared the gospel 

with someone else. In total, this assessment period lasted for three weeks, in order to give 

members adequate time to be interviewed and to complete the necessary forms. 

At the conclusion of these three weeks, the second phase of preparation was 

implemented and three sermons were created.3 These messages focused on the teachings 

of Acts 1:8, Matthew 28:18-20, and 2 Corinthians 5:18-20. The Acts 1:8 sermon began 

by highlighting the original context. Jesus’ statement was not spoken directly to the 

modern world; instead, the Lord distinctly shared this word with his closest followers. 

Jesus called his disciples to be witnesses who actively proclaim what they have seen and 

heard. Thus, these men were raised up to go and tell others who Jesus is, what he has 

done, and the great truths that he has given to humanity.  

After sharing this initial instruction, Jesus continued speaking and advised his 

disciples as to where they must go and spread this message. The apostles were to be 

gospel witnesses in Jerusalem, Judea, Samaria, and to the ends of the earth. Finally, 

within Acts 1:8, Jesus reminded the disciples the significance of the task before them and 

how they will not be left alone to see this task through. The Lord promised the coming of 

the Holy Spirit at Pentecost, which would lead, guide, counsel, and empower them. 

After describing the original context of Acts 1:8, the focus of the sermon 

moved to the current day. For modern believers, who are striving to follow this biblical 

and geographic outline, Jesus is teaching two very important truths. First, just like the 

apostles, every saved follower of Christ has been given the Holy Spirit. This promise 

comes directly from the teachings in Ephesians 1:13-14 and Ezekiel 36:26. According to 

both Paul and Ezekiel, the third member of the Trinity serves as a seal for salvation and 

an assurance for one’s future inheritance in glory. But, the Holy Spirit also comes with 
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divine responsibilities. The Spirit transforms every believing individual into a public 

witness for Christ. Thus, just as the disciples were given the task of proclaiming what 

they have seen, heard, and experienced, modern believers have been given this same 

responsibility. Moreover, Jesus is also giving his followers a geographic grid. Modern 

believers are not directly instructed to go to these same locations in Acts. Instead, 

believers can mirror this instruction by taking the gospel to their city, state, nation, and to 

the far reaches of the world. 

The second sermon focused on the Great Commission. Within Matthew 28, 

Jesus shared multiple truths with his disciples and followers today. Most importantly, 

Jesus reminded all people of the authority that he has been given. This ruling power 

arises out of the testimony of Scripture, specifically the fulfillment of Old Testament 

prophecies and the sovereign authority of the Father. Because Jesus has been given full 

authority, this is why he has the ability to pass down commands and expectations to his 

people. Within Matthew 28, Jesus reminds believers that, in order to be his witnesses, 

they are expected to teach all that he has commanded and faithfully practice the 

sacrament of baptism in the name of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. Then, the sermon 

concluded by highlighting Jesus’ closing statement. As he tells his followers to go and be 

obedient, he reminds them that they will never be alone. Just as the Spirit is a promised 

and continual assurance (Acts 1:8), Jesus will also remain with his followers, even to the 

very ends of the age. 

Within this sermon series, the third and final message was taken from 2 

Corinthians 5:18-20. Here, Paul used slightly different language than Jesus. Instead of 

calling believers witnesses, the apostle labeled them as ambassadors. Even though the 

title is different, the function remains the same. As ambassadors, all believers are called 

to tell people who Jesus is, what salvation means, and how they can be reconciled back to 

a perfect and holy God. In commanding this, Paul offers an important distinction. 
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Believers are not assigned the role of saving unbelievers from sin and granting them new 

life. This responsibility is completed by the Triune God alone. The job of each believer is 

to simply share with lost and dying sinners how they can be reconciled and transformed 

into a new creation. 

Within this sermon series, the focus was very specific and intentional. Each 

sermon placed its main emphasis on what it means to be a witness and how to fulfill this 

divine calling. Any Scripture passage that did not align with this goal was not included 

within the series. Plus, the ordering was also significant. Acts 1:8 was first, because the 

passage served as the cornerstone and foundation for the entirety of this project. The 

remaining sermons were further supplements to what Jesus had instructed of his 

followers. 

After preparing these sermons over the span of three weeks, the next step of 

preparation involved the development of a seven-week Wednesday night training series.4 

In this curriculum, members of Victory were presented with information about the gospel 

and how to share it. Other items included how to navigate conversations towards the 

good news of Jesus and how to overcome personal barriers. Thus, the sermon series 

offered the biblical and theological basis for being a witness. The training provided 

practical knowledge on how to fulfill this task and mission. Throughout the seven weeks, 

the training utilized a variety of teaching methodologies and learning approaches, such as 

lecture, group review, discussion, question and answer, surveys, personal reflection, 

memorization, practice, and homework.   

In the first training session, before any materials were presented, a pre-survey 

was administered.5 Much like the earlier assessment, this pre-survey gauged multiple 

elements of a person’s life related to their personal witnessing. The survey began with 
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twelve questions that followed a six-point scale. These questions focused on one’s 

beliefs, inner desires, stressors, and barriers. The second half of the survey included three 

short-answer questions, which asked members of Victory to describe the message of the 

gospel, list the four key terms of the gospel, and write down Scripture passages that relate 

to Jesus’ good news. After allowing twenty minutes for the completion of this survey, the 

training seminar transitioned into a time of discussion. Participants were able to consider 

their answers and share the motivation behind their responses. The discussion also 

brought attention to personal barriers and the ways in which these struggles can keep 

someone from being an Acts 1:8 witness. 

Following this time of interaction, an opening lecture was given, which 

presented participants with three foundational beliefs. Members of Victory were 

reminded that fear does not excuse them from the responsibility of witnessing, God loves 

to use ordinary people for his purposes and glory, and Jesus promises to never abandon 

nor leave his followers. Jesus has assured every believer that he is with them and the 

Holy Spirit is inside of them. 

The final aspect of this opening session concentrated on homework for the 

week. Each member of the congregation was given a small notecard. On this card, they 

were tasked with writing down the names of two individuals within their circle of 

influence. This could be a neighbor, family member, friend, or co-worker that is currently 

an unbeliever, who has not received salvation and has no knowledge of the gospel. After 

writing down these names, members of Victory were challenged to pray for these 

individuals every day for the duration of the seven-week study. 

The second Wednesday night training session was geared exclusively toward 

the gospel. The purpose of this session was to clear up any misconceptions, points of 

confusion, and false ideas regarding the good news of Christ. The lecture material 

followed the 9Marks gospel outline of God, Man, Jesus, and Response. Throughout the 
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session, each of these key terms were explained and delineated. Regarding the Triune 

God, the Trinity was described through the lenses of holiness and the ability to create. 

This truth served as a powerful reminder that the message of the gospel does not begin 

with mankind or the wisdom of humans. Instead, it begins with God’s innate perfection 

and sinless nature, along with his sovereign plan to bring about all matter and life. In this 

portion of the gospel, multiple Scripture passages were exegeted, including: 

Deuteronomy 32:4, Genesis 1, Isaiah 45:12, and Psalm 139:13-16. 

The second key term of the gospel is Man. It was here that members of Victory 

were shown how they are the exact opposite of God. They are not perfect; they are 

innately fallen and depraved. They enter into this spiritual state from birth. Plus, humans 

are also created beings, which make them subject to God and his righteous standards. In 

defining this sinful quality of man, Romans 3:23, Isaiah 53:6, Romans 3:10, and Isaiah 

59:2 were properly explained. 

The third aspect of the gospel focuses on the nature and purpose of Jesus 

Christ. The lecture highlighted who Jesus is, as the perfect Son of God, and why he came 

to the earth two thousand years ago. As Scripture describes, Jesus dwelt amongst 

humanity, in order to save people from their sins by dying on the cross at Calvary and 

rising from the grave three days later (Matt 1:21, Isa 53, and Rom 5:8). Then, the final 

portion of the gospel is one’s response to the truths of God, Man, and Jesus. The three 

steps of response are admittance and repentance of sin, belief in the life, death, and 

resurrection of Christ, and a public confession of this belief. For this aspect of the gospel, 

multiple Scripture passages were exegeted including 1 John 1:8-9, John 3:16, and 

Romans 10:9-10. 

After explaining the good news of Christ through the 9Marks outline, two 

challenges were given at the conclusion of this session. One, individuals were encouraged 

to continue praying for the names on their notecard during their private devotions. Two, 
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they were asked to review the Scripture passages and key terms of the gospel multiple 

times over the next week. 

The third training seminar highlighted seven key ideas, which assist believers 

in becoming faithful gospel witnesses. These seven ideas were as follows: be prepared, 

rely upon the Holy Spirit and Jesus Christ within conversations, remember the power and 

importance of prayer, cover all the main topics of the gospel without getting bogged 

down by too much information, personalize the gospel, ask questions, and be filled with 

joy. Each of these points was discussed in detail and relevant Scripture passages were 

described. For the concluding challenges, members were tasked with continuing their 

intercessory prayer, conducting intentional times of gospel review, and memorizing 1 

Peter 3:18 and Romans 10:9-10. 

The fourth and fifth training seminars focused exclusively on the barriers that 

hinder believers from boldly and courageously serving as witnesses. These barriers 

include fear, self-doubt, and rejection. Not only were these barriers described in detail, 

but important truths were presented which enable individuals to overcome these 

struggles. For fear, members of Victory were reminded that fear does not originate from 

the Lord or his Word. Instead, fear comes directly from Satan. He uses this emotion as a 

tool to keep believers silent and ashamed. This training session also highlighted how 

many fears have no validity to them and how our emotions must not bar us from the 

calling that we have been given. Finally, this fourth seminar illustrated the importance of 

keeping eternity in mind. Regardless of one’s inner struggles and temptations, he/she 

must remember that countless individuals across the world are on the broad road to 

destruction and in desperate need of the Lord. Thus, whenever fear arises, followers of 

Christ should remind themselves that eternities are at stake. 

In the fifth seminar, the barriers of self-doubt and rejection were presented 

along with important themes that placed these struggles in their proper perspective. For 
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example, hard questions and pushback from unbelievers should not cause doubt and 

anxiety. Instead, within conversations, questions can lead to deeper interaction, the 

personalization of the gospel, and further follow-up. Then, for the final barrier, 

participating members were taught that rejection is an inevitable part of sharing the 

gospel. They were also reminded that salvation is not up to man. Instead, it is a work of 

the Triune God. Within the fourth and fifth seminars, the challenge portion of the 

curriculum remained the same with individuals praying, practicing the gospel, and 

memorizing further Scripture passages, such as Romans 5:8 and Romans 3:23. 

For sixth week of the training curriculum, the lecture portion was much shorter 

than previous Wednesday nights and only focused on three passages of Scripture: 

Ephesians 5:15-16, John 6:27, and 1 Peter 3:15. In exegeting these texts, biblical themes 

were presented, such as the reality of evil, how to make the most of every opportunity, 

what it means to work for food that does not spoil, and how believers can always be 

ready to share the hope that they have within their lives.  

For the second half of this seminar, participating members were split into 

various groups and given an opportunity to put into practice everything that they had 

learned. Within these groups, participants were granted a set period of time to share the 

gospel and overcome personal barriers. For the concluding challenge, the original piece 

of homework was summarized and repeated. Over the previous six weeks, prayers have 

been lifted up for each name on a person’s respective notecard. Members of Victory were 

challenged to be the Lord’s witnesses and ambassadors by openly sharing the gospel with 

every person that they have prayed for. They were encouraged to fulfill this task as soon 

as possible.  

The final seminar served as a broad summary and conclusion to the seven 

week-study. To begin this session, each member took a post-survey, which was a repeat 
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of the pre-survey.6 Individuals answered an identical set of fifteen questions, twelve of 

them utilizing a six-point scale and three being short answer. The purpose of this final 

survey was to gauge the overall effectiveness of this study, measure the level of personal 

growth, highlight biblical knowledge, and discover the depth of gospel understanding. 

After the completion of this survey, the seminar moved its focus to a time of discussion 

and review. Each person was given an opportunity to recount their experiences in sharing 

the gospel over the previous week. Individuals highlighted their strengths and 

weaknesses, what they learned, the impact that this experience had on their life, as well as 

the result of the gospel encounter. After an extended period of sharing, the seminar 

moved to a teaching lecture, which focused on the significance of sharing one’s 

testimony. Granted, proclaiming a personal story must never replace a gospel 

presentation. However, a testimony can be a great supplement to the gospel and provide 

further evidence to the claim that God is real and his salvation has the power to transform 

sinful man into a new creation.  

After completing the writing stage for the assessment, surveys, sermon series, 

and Wednesday evening seminars, the project moved into the final stage of preparation. 

The three sermons were sent to local pastors in Shelby County, Kentucky, in order to 

receive feedback, wisdom, and clarification. The pastors were Ben Early of Dover Baptist 

Church, Blake Lawyer of Christ Community Church, and Davey Ladner of Finchville 

Baptist Church. In reviewing the materials, each pastor followed a set rubric to measure 

the biblical faithfulness, method, delivery, and applicability of each sermon.7 The rubric 

used a four-point scale and included room for extra comments. In determining the level 

of biblical faithfulness, the experts weighed each sermon and judged whether or not it 

properly defined the gospel, faithfully interpreted Scripture, and drew truth from both the 

 
 

6 See appendix 6. 

7 See appendix 3. 
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Old and New Testaments. In measuring the method and delivery, the experts were unable 

to personally witness and hear the public proclamation of this series. However, they 

gauged whether or not the sermons were clear, understandable, and had a logical flow. 

The final piece of the rubric established whether each sermon contained relevant points 

of application and motivated the listener to actively share the gospel. Each expert was 

given multiple weeks to approve the material, complete the evaluation rubric, and offer 

necessary feedback.  

For the Wednesday night training series, the seven outlines were sent to three 

different experts, in order to provide wisdom and support. These leaders were Steve 

Gouge, Associational Mission Strategist for Shelby County, Eric Allen, Missions 

Mobilization Team Leader at the Kentucky Baptist Convention, and Doug Williams, 

Missions Strategist at the Kentucky Baptist Convention. In reviewing the materials, each 

expert followed a set rubric to measure the biblical faithfulness, method, delivery, and 

applicability of each piece of training curriculum.8 The rubric also used a four-point scale 

and included room for extra comments. In measuring the biblical faithfulness, the experts 

judged each seminar to see if the curriculum pulled from the entire canon of Scripture. 

The experts also evaluated the content and its relevance to gospel understanding, gospel 

proclamation, and gospel methodology. The experts even provided comments regarding 

the learning approaches that were used, such as lecture, homework, and discussion. 

Similar to the sermon series, each expert was given multiple weeks in order to approve 

the material, complete the rubric, and offer necessary feedback. 

Implementation 

In order to have a gospel training framework that raises up faithful gospel 

witnesses and is applicable to the context of Victory Baptist Church, it is not enough to 

 
 

8 See appendix 4. 
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simply prepare sermons, create surveys, form training seminars, and receive feedback 

from experts. Instead, both the leaders and members of Victory are called to follow the 

framework that has been created and to faithfully obey the commands of Scripture. Thus, 

for a total of twenty-three weeks, members of Victory were given multiple opportunities 

to implement and abide by the materials that had been prepared. 

The first stage of implementation was to assess the current evangelistic 

practices of Victory. As listed above, interviews were conducted regarding gospel 

understanding and practice. An agreement to participate form was also filled out and the 

assessment given to core members of the church. The goal was to interview and receive 

at least twenty completed assessments.  

After this time of gathering and collecting data, the next step was to preach the 

sermon series. Over the span of three weeks, the messages on Acts 1:8, Matthew 28:18-

20, and 2 Corinthians 5:18-20 were presented to the congregation during the Sunday 

morning service. These sermons served as the biblical and theological basis for the 

remaining aspects of the framework. They also served as the initial spark that guided 

members out of stagnation, silence, fear, and apathy and into a life of faithfulness, 

obedience, and courage. Ultimately, the sermons were presented first, so that individuals 

could have a proper understanding of what it means to be a witness for Christ and the 

expectations that the Lord has for his people.  

Immediately following these sermons, the seven-week study was implemented 

on Wednesday evenings. Throughout this time, pre- and post-surveys were conducted 

and the responses tabulated in Microsoft Excel, in order to measure the effectiveness and 

growth within this study. Lectures were also given on the true meaning of the gospel, 

how to navigate conversations, the process of overcoming barriers, and how to share 

one’s personal testimony. Through this same period of time, discussions were held, 

questions answered, practice times given, and homework delineated. At the conclusion of 
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these seven weeks, each participating member was given an opportunity to be a witness 

for the Lord and to apply all that they had learned by sharing the gospel with the people 

that they listed on their notecard and daily prayed for. 

Beyond these initial steps, the implementation period of this project provided 

further opportunities for individuals to be witnesses, both in their local area and to the far 

reaches of the world. Because Victory Baptist Church is a low-income congregation, the 

church provides community assistance by offering three weekly ministries: God’s 

Kitchen, the Clothes Closet, and Food Pantry. In particular, through God’s Kitchen, 

Victory partners with local churches, in order to provide a free breakfast and lunch on 

Mondays, Wednesdays, and Thursdays. This ministry setting served as another location 

for the fulfillment of this project. Participating members were divided into teams of two. 

During the weekly meetings of God’s Kitchen, these groups were tasked with being 

witnesses for Christ, in order to create gospel conversations with those being served a 

meal. In doing so, members of Victory were able to overcome personal barriers, rely 

upon the Lord, and share the truth of his salvation with those in need. Through this 

process, Victory was given a powerful opportunity. For many congregations, members 

must go out into the world in order to seek and find the lost. But, with these ministries, 

the lost are coming through the front doors of the church, in order to receive physical 

assistance. Thus, inside the very walls of Victory, gospel conversations are being held 

and members are able to further obey the first command of Acts 1:8, which is to be a 

witness in Jerusalem, or, in using a modern equivalent, one’s general area. 

At the conclusion of each gospel encounter, the leaders of Victory assessed the 

effectiveness of one’s witnessing through debriefing conversations and an evaluation 

rubric.9 In these conversations, each participating member discussed what occurred when 

 
 

9 See appendix 7. 
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the gospel was presented. They described who they talked to, the direction of the 

conversation, and one’s response to hearing the gospel. Following this time of review, the 

leaders and participating members reviewed an evaluation rubric, which numerically 

measured the biblical faithfulness, method, delivery, and applicability of each gospel 

presentation. The rubric used a four-point scale and included room for extra comments. 

In determining the level of faithfulness, participating members weighed whether or not 

the gospel was properly presented. Individuals also engaged in self-reflection by 

admitting whether they stumbled over their words and if they accurately presented the 

four key terms of the gospel. Finally, the rubric measured one’s ability to trust in the Lord 

and overcome certain barriers, such as poverty, self-doubt, and fear. The end result of this 

review was not to create shame for errors that were committed or to overly praise one’s 

personal accomplishments. Instead, these discussions served as a time of growth and 

maturation. It allowed participating members the opportunity to visualize their strengths, 

weaknesses, blind spots, and emphases within gospel encounters. It also led individuals 

to further praise and trust in the Lord as he allows his people to play a role in his plan of 

salvation. Regardless of whether someone entrusted their lives to Christ or not, members 

of Victory should be grateful for the opportunity to serve as witnesses and to grow within 

this calling.  

Beyond these local opportunities, trained members continued to follow the 

biblical outline of Acts 1:8 and were motivated to take the good news of Christ to Judea, 

or, in modern terms, the wider region surrounding Shelby County. Because most 

members do not have the finances to go on a week-long or sustained mission outing, this 

trip was short. Also, due to the Coronavirus pandemic, mission opportunities were 

severely limited. However, even with these barriers in place, this should not stop the 

Lord’s people from being gospel witnesses who travel for his name’s sake. Participants 

were called to travel to Frankfort for a one-day outing. It is here that members of Victory 
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were able to pray for the capital city as well as the political leaders of the state. Members 

were also asked to pray for themselves; specifically, that God would direct them within 

conversations and that the Holy Spirit would grant them truths to share. After this time of 

prayer, members were split into various groups in order to search for gospel witnessing 

opportunities. Ultimately, in fulfilling this objective, individuals were able to spread 

God’s Kingdom, name, and good news throughout other portions of the state. 

At the conclusion of this one-day gospel trip, the leaders of Victory and 

participating members enjoyed a debriefing session. As an entire group, each individual 

discussed his/her experience in Frankfort. Similar to the sessions at God’s Kitchen, 

members described who they spoke with, the direction of the conversation, and the 

person’s response to hearing the gospel. Immediately following this time of discussion, 

the leaders and participating members reviewed an evaluation rubric, which numerically 

measured the biblical faithfulness, method, delivery, and applicability of each gospel 

presentation. This rubric also determined the level of obedience and assessed each 

member’s ability to present the gospel and overcome barriers.  

Finally, in taking the gospel to Samaria and the ends of the earth, members of 

Victory were not able to go overseas, because of financial and mental limitations. 

Therefore, this portion of Acts 1:8 was fulfilled in two ways. One, Victory Baptist 

promoted an increase in giving to the Lottie Moon Christmas Offering in December. In 

the past, Victory had donated roughly three hundred dollars a year. A special emphasis 

was placed on raising this goal for 2020. Members were encouraged to double their 

annual giving and reach the goal of six hundred dollars, in order to further support 

missionaries and witnesses across the world. Second, during the December season and 

beyond, Victory strived to support international missionaries by praying for them and the 

people groups that they serve, as well as following the daily prayer guides through the 

International Mission Board. Even though the members of Victory were unable to 
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physically go to the ends of the earth, individuals still encouraged, prayed for, and 

uplifted witnesses who travel and live abroad.   

Conclusion  

In striving to be a faithful gospel witness, who follows the geographic outline 

of Acts 1:8 and who overcomes spiritual barriers, a distinct framework was prepared and 

implemented. In order for this framework to be both biblical and effective, it arose out of 

the everlasting Word of God and the divine truths that the Lord had revealed. The end 

result of this framework was personal transformation. As the Lord himself promised in 

Acts 1:8, his effective calling, the presence of the Holy Spirit, and the inerrant truths of 

Scripture have the power to transform both the disciples and believers today into bold, 

obedient, and courageous witnesses, who actively share the gospel in their local context 

and throughout the world.  
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CHAPTER 5 

EVALUATING THE LORD’S WITNESSES 

In order to raise up and establish faithful gospel witnesses, who follow the 

geographic outline of Acts 1:8 and overcome spiritual barriers, a series of important steps 

were followed. Scripture was read, studied, and applied in order to discover the timeless 

commands and expectations of God. Biblical and effective frameworks were created. 

Training sessions, sermons, rubrics, and surveys were also formed. In concluding this 

extended and overarching process, an evaluation period must be established. In this final 

phase, one needs to take an objective and honest look at each element and implemented 

step. In doing so, one is able to weigh the success and effectiveness of the framework, by 

studying the purpose, goals, strengths, weaknesses, necessary changes, and theological 

discoveries.  

Evaluation of the Project’s Purpose 

The purpose of this project was to equip members of Victory Baptist Church to 

share the gospel and follow the biblical pattern of Acts 1:8. In the end, the project 

achieved its intended purpose. Members were in fact raised up to be witnesses, who 

actively shared the good news of Christ and followed the pattern of Acts 1:8.  

Evaluation of the Project’s Goals 

Within the preparation stage of this framework and project, five goals were 

formed. Each goal served a specific role and allowed participating members to make 

tangible steps toward the fulfillment of the project’s overall purpose. For example, the 

first goal helped leaders gain information and insight regarding the current evangelistic 
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practices of the congregation. The next two goals were tied to the creation of content, 

including the development of a sermon series and training curriculum. The final goals 

focused on increasing participation and properly equipping members. Within this project, 

not only were these goals designed and delineated, but they were also successfully met 

and surpassed.  

The first goal was to assess the current evangelism practices at Victory Baptist 

Church. This goal was measured through personal interviews and the completion of a 

brief assessment. In total, twenty-four individuals conducted face to face interviews and 

completed the five assessment questions. The first inquiry asked members to briefly 

describe the gospel of Jesus Christ in five sentences or less. Out of the twenty-four 

responses, fourteen gave a correct answer. However, the majority of these responses were 

quite simplistic and surface level. Only four responses were detailed and covered the 

entirety of the gospel. 

The second inquiry of this assessment asked individuals to briefly describe 

how someone can receive salvation and the gospel of Jesus Christ. For this response, 

sixteen members shared the ABCs of salvation or a shortened version of it, by 

highlighting the importance of admittance, belief, and confession. On the flip side, five 

individuals described a works-based salvation. They wrongly noted that one can be saved 

from their sins by performing certain deeds, such as attending worship services on 

Sunday, praying, or reading the Word. The remaining three individuals either left this 

question blank or simply stated, “I do not know.” 

The third question asked, “Do you believe that the Bible commands all 

believers to share the gospel with those who are not saved?” Within the twenty-four 

responses, all but one answered yes. The fourth question served as a follow-up and asked 

the individual to discuss why they had answered in this way and to further explain their 

beliefs. Participating members included a number of replies that covered everything from 
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the Great Commission to wanting family members to experience heaven to following the 

example of Jesus. 

The fifth and final question asked participants to describe the last time that 

they verbally shared the gospel with someone else. At first, the responses were rather 

promising. The majority of members indicated that they had in fact shared Jesus’ good 

news with loved ones, many of them doing so quite recently. However, upon further 

discussion, individuals were not nearly as faithful and biblical as they had originally 

claimed. In the minds of some, proclaiming the gospel equated to telling people about 

heaven, talking about the importance of reading the Bible, inviting someone to church, 

and telling people why they loved God. Even though all of these conversational topics are 

good, beneficial, and positive, they do not equate to sharing the gospel. Thus, after 

reviewing the assessments and engaging in follow-up interviews, only three responses 

showcased members genuinely sharing the good news of Christ in the recent past. 

Overall, this goal was considered successful, because two criteria were 

reached. One, the main objective was to receive twenty assessments. In total, the leaders 

received twenty-four. Second, the purpose of these assessments was to gauge one’s 

knowledge of the gospel and level of faithfulness in proclaiming it to others. When 

tabulated, the given responses presented important data regarding personal actions and 

beliefs. 

The next goal for this framework was to develop and implement a three-week 

sermon series on Acts 1:8, Matthew 28:18-20, and 2 Corinthians 5:18-20. This goal was 

measured by an expert panel of three individuals, who followed a set rubric. The rubric 

evaluated the biblical faithfulness, relevance, methodology, and applicability of the 

sermon series. This goal could only be deemed successful, if 90 percent of the rubric 

criteria met or exceeded the sufficient level.  
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The sermon series was disseminated to three local pastors within the 

Shelbyville area. Each of these ministers reviewed the message outlines and gave timely 

feedback. In numerical terms, 100 percent of the rubric criteria for each sermon reached 

or exceeded the sufficient level. Also, the pastors shared relevant comments, which 

increased the effectiveness and biblical nature of this series. These comments included 

changing some of the sermon vocabulary, in order to make biblical terms more 

accessible. Further feedback included using other Scripture passages, in addition to the 

ones already exegeted, as well as altering the concluding challenges, so that they are 

more practical and succinct.   

The third goal was to develop a seven-week gospel training curriculum 

designed for the Wednesday night service. With this curriculum, members of Victory 

were presented with information about the meaning of the gospel, the importance of 

being witnesses for Jesus Christ, and how to overcome personal barriers. This goal was 

measured by an expert panel of three individuals, who again followed a set rubric, in 

order to evaluate the biblical orthodoxy, methodology, and applicability of the 

curriculum. This goal was considered successful, when 90 percent of the rubric criteria 

met or exceeded the sufficient level. Like the sermon series, the training curriculum was 

distributed to ministry leaders within the Shelbyville and Louisville areas. Each of these 

leaders read, studied, and reviewed the material. In the end, this goal was achieved, 

because 100 percent of the rubric criteria met or exceeded the sufficient level. Also, each 

of the ministry experts shared relevant comments, including using different teaching 

methods, rewording some of the survey questions, and taking advantage of available 

media resources.  

The fourth goal was to increase member participation in local, state-wide, and 

global evangelism in a manner reflecting the pattern of Acts 1:8. Individuals, who 

completed the Wednesday night curriculum, were given multiple opportunities to serve as 
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witnesses. For example, participants were divided into teams of two and presented the 

gospel during the weekly meetings of God’s Kitchen. Members, who were unable to be a 

part of these outreach conversations, were given further opportunities to share the gospel 

with those in their community; specifically, unbelievers whom they had been praying for 

throughout the duration of the seven-week curriculum. In doing so, individuals obeyed 

the first command of Acts 1:8, which is to be a witness in Jerusalem, or one’s general 

area.   

In being gospel witnesses to further locations, trained members took the good 

news of Christ to parts of Kentucky (or Judea) through an evangelistic mission trip to 

Frankfort. This outing was short and only lasted for a day, but it was a great opportunity 

to be a witness beyond one’s local community. Finally, in taking the gospel to Samaria 

and the ends of the earth, members of Victory were not able to travel. Instead, they 

promoted an increase in the giving to the Lottie Moon Christmas Offering. During the 

December season and beyond, Victory also engaged in intentional prayer for missionaries 

and people groups across the world, by following the online guides from the International 

Mission Board.   

This fourth goal was measured by administering a pre-analysis prior to the 

seven-week training seminars and a post-analysis at its conclusion. This goal could only 

be achieved, when the number of participants, engaged in gospel proclamation, increased 

by a minimum of 20 percent. This goal was deemed successful, because the pre- and 

post-surveys were given to fifteen individuals. In the pre-survey, only four individuals 

acknowledged personal obedience in being active, gospel witnesses. However, at the 

conclusion of the post-survey, ten out of the fifteen were now serving as witnesses. This 

growth from four to ten showed a net increase of 150 percent, which surpassed the 

intended goal. Second, this goal was also considered successful, because the prescribed 

plans were fulfilled. Individuals engaged in gospel conversations with their neighbors as 
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well as those at God’s Kitchen. Participating members also took part in an evangelistic 

trip to Frankfort and supported global witnesses through the Lottie Moon offering and 

intentional prayer. 

The fifth goal was to equip participating members to share the good news in a 

manner reflecting the pattern of Acts 1:8. This goal was also measured by administering a 

pre- and post-survey, before and after the Wednesday seminars. These surveys measured 

the level of growth in knowledge, evangelistic zeal, and biblical motivation. Additionally, 

both myself and the leaders of Victory assessed the effectiveness of local and state-wide 

gospel encounters through debriefing conversations and an evaluation rubric. The 

purpose of this goal was to reach two distinct results. First, a t-test for dependent samples 

must display a significant growth pattern in the two surveys. Second, each participating 

member must score at the sufficient or above level on the evaluation rubric. 

For the t-test, dependent samples demonstrated a positive, statistically 

significant difference between the pre- and post-training survey scores: t(14) = -3.784, p = 

.001007. These results highlight a substantial level of growth in gospel knowledge, 

evangelistic zeal, and biblical motivation for the fifteen participating members. However, 

there were a number of surveys that could not be used for the tabulation of this project. 

For the pre-survey, two had to be discarded, because these individuals were not present 

for the final post-test. For the concluding survey, five were discarded because they did 

not participate in the initial pre-survey.  

Beyond the t-test, gospel encounters were also evaluated. Over a period of 

eight weeks, individuals conducted a total of sixty gospel conversations. These resulted in 

multiple follow-up opportunities and, incredibly, one individual received salvation. These 

sixty encounters occurred at God’s Kitchen, within the personal lives of individuals, and 

across the city of Frankfort. At the conclusion of these interactions, participating 

members sat down with a leader of Victory and reviewed the contents of their witnessing 
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encounter. Individuals assessed themselves and their ability to share the four key terms of 

the gospel. They described their strengths and weaknesses, as well as their confidence in 

following the Lord’s commands and prescriptions. In every interview and on each rubric, 

the participating members reached or exceeded the sufficient level. Therefore, this goal 

was deemed fulfilled. 

Strengths of the Project 

In evaluating a project and gospel training framework, not only should goals be 

gauged and properly weighed, but strengths must also be confirmed. Granted, personal 

strengths should not lead to boasting or pride. This step is not about praising the 

effectiveness and clarity of one’s own work. Instead, acknowledging strengths should 

serve as a humble recognition of what occurred and it should motivate individuals to 

praise the Lord for his ongoing work and authority. Throughout this project, four 

strengths were documented and celebrated. 

First and foremost, a notable strength relates to the people of Victory. This 

project would have not been successful, nor would the goals have been surpassed, if 

multiple individuals had not recognized their spiritual responsibilities. Through the 

assessments and surveys, it was clear that the participating members of Victory 

understood their calling and the expectation that God had for them. However, there was a 

disconnect between this recognition and personal practice. Of course, there are multiple 

reasons for this disconnect. Some wrongly believed that they were sharing the gospel 

when in fact they were only talking about personal works or the importance of attending 

worship. Others had a desire to be a witness, but were held back by spiritual barriers, 

fears, and doubts. Still, other individuals admitted that they did not have the necessary 

tools and knowledge to fulfill this task before them. Yet, by the conclusion of this project, 

it was an immense joy to see, firsthand, knowledge being gained, barriers being defeated, 

and people stepping into their roles as witnesses. In the end, the congregation of Victory 
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served as an immense strength. 

Directly related to this point are the established goals. Certainly, the goals were 

not a guarantee. The people of Victory could have not responded well to the exhortations 

of Scripture. The surveys could have shown a decrease in knowledge or no statistical 

change could have occurred. Furthermore, opportunities for gospel conversations could 

have been presented, and the individuals refused to be involved. But, thankfully, the 

opposite occurred. The goals were met and spiritual growth was experienced. As the 

surveys and t-tests revealed, participating members grew in their understanding of God’s 

Word and the true definitions of the gospel. Individuals also grew in their faithfulness 

and dedication by boldly and courageously stepping up as the Lord’s ambassadors. Not to 

mention, multiple participants enjoyed a closer fellowship with the Triune-God, because 

they learned what it means to truly rely upon the Trinity and recognize the everlasting 

presence of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 

Another strength relates to the biblical foundations of this project. Every single 

step, assessment, challenge, and teaching outline came directly from the commands and 

timeless promises of Scripture. Certainly, the main thrust of this project flowed from the 

statements of Jesus in Acts 1:8. But, beyond this, the project exegeted the Great 

Commission in Matthew 28, Paul’s exhortations in 2 Corinthians 5, and the authorial 

statements from Ephesians 1:13-14, Ezekiel 36:26, and Romans 5. In the gospel training 

curriculum, the holiness and creative ability of God was explained through Deuteronomy 

32:4, Genesis 1, Isaiah 45:12, and Psalm 139:13-16. The sinfulness of man was 

highlighted through Romans 3:10, 3:23, and Isaiah 59:2. The power of Jesus’ resurrection 

and death was biblically explained through the lens of Romans 5:8, Isaiah 53, 1 

Corinthians 15:1-4, and Matthew 1:21. The significance of people’s response was 

described through 1 John 1:8-9 and Romans 10:9-10. Not to mention, 1 Peter 3:15, 

Philippians 4:4, Luke 19, 2 Corinthians 5:14, 1 Corinthians 3:16-17, Ephesians 5:15-16, 



   

80 

 

John 6:27, Acts 22:1-21, and John 4:39-42 were all properly studied and exegeted. 

Simply put, every layer of this project did not originate from personal imagination or 

daily whims. Instead, all of it arose from the everlasting, inerrant, sufficient, and true 

Word of God.  

Beyond the gift of Scripture, the project also relied upon the power and 

sovereignty of God. As the training seminars stressed, salvation will always be a divine 

work. God is the one who brings redemption, forgiveness, and life-transformation to 

sinners. Witnesses are only called to share this good news; they have not been given the 

responsibility or ability to save people. Because of this, the result of gospel conversations 

does not depend on human witnesses. Instead, God is the one who brings a harvest. Even 

though participating members desired for more people to be saved, they are thankful that 

one person properly responded to the gospel and life-transforming work of God by 

repenting of sin, believing in the life, death, and resurrection of Christ, and publicly 

confessing this belief. Again, this wonderful praise only occurred because of the power 

and authority of God in salvation.   

Weaknesses of the Project 

In evaluating the effectiveness and clarity of a gospel training framework, not 

only are strengths celebrated and enjoyed, but an honest assessment must also take place. 

In doing so, weaknesses will quickly become evident. Now, in recognizing weaknesses, 

this does not distract from the successes of the project, nor should it cause any type of 

shame and guilt. This time of introspection should also not be so in depth that one forgets 

about the immense blessings of the Lord. Instead, a healthy and humbling recognition of 

weaknesses should lead individuals straight towards the grace and sustaining work of the 

Triune God. In the end, two weaknesses were recognized and affirmed. 

The first weakness arose from the timing of the project. Since March 2020, the 

United States and world has been struggling through the effects and chaos that surrounds 
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the Coronavirus pandemic. Through this time, the virus has completely changed the 

patterns and culture of America. Due to the possibility of viral transmission, face to face 

conversations have been shunned and argued against. Speaking with individuals outside 

of one’s home has been discouraged and large gatherings prohibited. Not to mention, 

individuals are implored to remain socially distanced and at least six feet apart at all 

times. Because of this ongoing reality, certain elements of the project were hindered and 

greatly affected. For example, multiple individuals were dismissive of gospel 

conversations. Granted, rejection is an inevitable part of being the Lord’s witness. But, 

for many unbelievers, the Coronavirus was their prime excuse for not wanting to engage 

in the truths of God, Man, Jesus, and Response. Furthermore, the virus also impacted the 

prepared locations. This project had to work around the subsequent closing of God’s 

Kitchen, during parts of the pandemic, and the virus limited the gospel effectiveness 

when talking with strangers throughout Frankfort.  

Another weakness revolved around the limitations of Victory. As mentioned in 

chapter one, Victory serves as a low-income congregation. Finances are tight and 

necessary funds are not always readily available. Plus, many of the attendees come from 

a homeless or low-income background, while others struggle with disabilities and 

addictive behaviors. Implementing a gospel framework in this type of setting is 

drastically different than raising up gospel witnesses in an upper middle-class, suburban 

context. One example of this difference relates to the ability of travel. At Victory, 

overseas witnessing was an impossibility, because of the mental and financial limitations 

of the church, not to mention the pandemic. Thus, members were not able to completely 

apply the pattern of Jesus and go to the far reaches of the globe. Also, because of the 

background of the congregation, surveys, assessments, and interviews had to be greatly 

abbreviated. For many, answering ten to fifteen questions was a tall order. By limiting the 

amount of questions in this way, a true depth knowledge was limited.  
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What I Would Do Differently 

After evaluating the strengths and weaknesses of this witnessing framework, 

the next step is to brainstorm future uses of this project. If done well, the core elements 

should be repeatable, regardless of the setting and congregation. However, depending 

upon the context, incremental changes can and should be made. In terms of future use, 

three possible changes were discovered.  

First, the timing of this project should be altered. In the future, I would not 

institute this type of initiative in the middle of a worldwide health pandemic, when travel 

is restricted and face to face communication is severely limited. I would also not institute 

this project at a time when church attendance, especially for the elderly and vulnerable, is 

discouraged.  

Second, in thinking through possible changes, I would lengthen the sermon 

series as well as the Wednesday night training seminars. For the people of Victory, three 

sermons and seven weeks of training were plenty. I did not want to include so much 

information that individuals were overwhelmed. However, if elements of this project 

were instituted in a different congregation, then, more training and deeper information 

might be warranted and even appreciated. One could easily imagine a sermon series over 

six or seven weeks and possibly upwards of ten training sessions. With this increase, 

there are a number of additional items that could be covered. On Wednesday nights, 

personal testimonies could be described in greater detail. Also, one could discuss how to 

start gospel conversations with people from different backgrounds and religious beliefs. 

Then, on Sunday mornings, sermons could exegete further passages in Scripture, such as 

the commands to not be ashamed of the gospel (Rom 1:16) and to always be ready to 

share the hope of Christ (1 Pet 3:15). 

The third and final change would be related to Jesus’ statement regarding the 

ends of the earth. As listed above, members of Victory were unable to travel, for a variety 

of reasons. However, in a different congregation, the ends of the earth portion of Acts 1:8 
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would certainly be fulfilled by an overseas mission trip and long-term gospel partnership.  

Theological Reflections 

When preparing and implementing frameworks within the life of a 

congregation, goals should not be created with just individual members in mind. Instead, 

the ones instituting these steps should also look inward and long for personal learning to 

be achieved throughout this process. For pastors and leaders alike, once hidden truths can 

be discovered about the God of the universe, the church that he has raised up, and the 

everlasting power of his Word. Within this project, I gained a deeper appreciation and 

understanding of who God is and how he works.  

In recounting the lessons learned, the first truth relates to the sovereignty and 

authority of God. Over and above my own abilities, it is God who brings about change in 

people. Within the aspects of salvation and spiritual sanctification, true and lasting 

growth is a work that God brings about through the Holy Spirit and his Word. As a 

pastor, I was already fully aware of this truth. But, through this project, I was able to 

visually witness these divine realities and gain a greater appreciation for them. As 

described earlier, one individual came to know the Lord and received salvation. The 

surveys and evaluation rubrics also highlighted growth in the number of active witnesses 

at Victory. Ultimately, all of this was brought by the sovereignty of the Triune God. 

Related to this truth is the humility that God can bring. Over the years, I have 

preached about the gospel multiple times and have repeatedly used the 9Marks outline 

from the pulpit. However, even with this amount of repetition, it was humbling to see 

how few people could give an accurate and in-depth definition of the gospel in the pre-

assessments and interviews. It was sadder to see individuals, who have sat under my 

teaching for years, still hold on to a works-based gospel. Some members believed that 

salvation was not entirely a work of Christ at Calvary, but redemption came through 

actions such as church attendance, prayer, reading the Word, and even looking forward to 
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the experience of heaven. In hearing these statements, it was disheartening at times. But, 

it was also a sobering reminder. As a pastor, I cannot force people to digest spiritual 

truths when I preach and teach. Instead, I must rely upon the Holy Spirit, both in my life 

and in the lives of the congregation. I must trust that the third member of the Trinity will 

speak through me as I preach, and grant ears to listen and hearts to receive the messages 

that are being spoken. 

Furthermore, this process also gave me a newfound appreciation for the 

patience of Jesus. Throughout the gospels, Jesus preached the same message to his 

apostles multiple times. Jesus also experienced great extremes during conversations, such 

as praising Peter one second and labeling him Satan the next. Even though the disciples 

walked with Jesus and listened to him for three years, they truly did not understand his 

message until after the resurrection and the coming of the Holy Spirit at Pentecost. Yet, 

even through this reality, Jesus was still patient with his closest followers. Even when he 

rebuked them, Jesus remained calm and was not overwhelmed by frustration. As pastors, 

this should be our calling as well. When individuals do not pick up on knowledge and 

biblical truth as quickly as we would hope, this is not a time for angry outbursts, verbal 

diatribes, or impatient impulses. Instead, this is an opportunity to follow in the footsteps 

of Jesus by continually teaching members the truths found in the Word, calmly guiding 

individuals to the biblical meaning of the gospel, and trusting in the everlasting work of 

the Triune God. 

Finally, the last reflection revolves around the calling of Jesus’ followers. This 

pandemic complicated and affected every aspect of congregational life. Churches had to 

recalibrate how they gathered for worship, how they interacted with one another, how 

they served, and how they sanitized the building. Yet, even with all of these rapid 

changes, one thing, in particular, remained the same. Jesus’ calling to his witnesses did 

not change. The timeless expectation of taking his good news to one’s community, state, 
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nation, and world did not alter or fade away because of the onset of disease. Instead, 

Jesus’ expectations remain the same yesterday, today, and into the future. Thus, as a 

pastor and leader of a congregation, it was a blessing to declare to believers the ways in 

which their spiritual responsibilities remain steadfast and unmovable, regardless of the 

present circumstances.  

Personal Reflections 

Beyond pastoral and theological reflections, personal evaluations should also 

be assessed and rendered. As a follower of Christ, one should be humble enough to look 

inward and see if growth patterns occurred. One should also be willing to view their own 

levels of faithfulness, understanding, and courage as a witness for the Lord. Within my 

personal life as a minister and follower of Christ, four conclusions were recognized and 

celebrated. 

First, this project served as a stark reminder of the joy that comes in 

shepherding the people of God. Serving, encouraging, and exhorting believers is not a 

burden or taxing struggle. Instead, it is an immense gift to teach, assist, and help brothers 

and sisters in Christ grow in wisdom and strengthen their passion for evangelism. It is a 

joy to visibly see people transformed from silence and doubt into brave and faithful 

ambassadors. It is a blessing to see believers, who are severely limited financially, 

passionately giving and doubling their usual tithes in order to support missionaries across 

the world. It is even a joy to tabulate survey responses and see hard data that reflects 

maturation in the hearts and minds of participants. Even though elements of this project 

were long and countless hours were spent, the end result was true thanksgiving and 

praise. 

Second, this project served as a direct challenge to me. As a full-time minister 

and doctoral student, my time is severely limited. My schedule is always chocked full of 

books to read, papers to write, sermons to preach, visits to make, and counseling sessions 
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to administer. At times, my schedule can be so hectic that witnessing is tragically put to 

the side and it is something that can be done at a later date. But, as this project reminded 

both the people of Victory and myself, there is nothing more significant than proclaiming 

the life-saving good news of Christ. As a pastor, my other ministerial duties must not 

overtake or consume so much of my calendar that I am unfaithful within the area of 

witnessing. Seeking gospel encounters should be a daily priority. 

Third, I also experienced the freeing power that comes when one truly trusts in 

the Lord. One of my weaknesses is that I routinely put too much pressure on myself. 

Whether it relates to my personal life or reaching certain results at Victory, I tend to place 

burdens on my shoulder and I strive to see everything through perfectly. At times, this 

weight can be heavy and even overwhelming. But, as this project reminded me, 

especially in terms of evangelism, the results are not up to me. As a witness for Christ, I 

should not place undo amounts of pressure on myself. Instead, my calling is to proclaim 

and trust in the Lord. This project helped to recenter portions of my spiritual life and 

instigated a more profound level of security and confidence in the character and 

everlasting plans of the Triune God. 

Finally, this framework and project reminded me of the immense blessings of 

the Lord. God, in his goodness and perfection, could save and rescue individuals on his 

own, completely separate from the work of his people. However, God, in his mercy and 

grace, allows the church to be a part of his grand plans of redemption. God allows his 

people to share the beauty of the gospel and to witness the transformation that only he 

can bring. When one steps back and sees what the Lord’s gospel can do in someone’s 

life, it is truly a gift beyond comparison. As Christians, we should continually praise the 

Lord that he wants to use us and he allows us to have a front row seat to all that he is 

doing and accomplishing.  
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Conclusion 

In concluding an integral time of preparation and implementation, a period of 

honest evaluation is vital to church leaders as well as the entire body. Believers should be 

able to humbly and objectively look at the success of a gospel framework as well as 

visualize the depth of life-transformation that occurred. For this project, the overarching 

purpose and goals were surpassed by the grace and goodness of God. Strengths were 

celebrated and weaknesses served as future motivation. Reflections were gleaned and 

spiritual truths reinforced. In the end, this project truly inspired the people of Victory to 

follow in the footsteps of the early disciples and to serve as witnesses that go to 

Jerusalem, Judea, Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.  
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APPENDIX 1 

AGREEMENT TO PARTICPATE            

The following instrument features an Agreement to Participate form that was 

included within the assessment portion of the doctoral project.  



   

89 

 

 

Agreement to Participate 
  

Victory Baptist Church is committed to sharing the gospel and proclaiming the life-

transforming salvation of Jesus Christ. Because of this, the leaders of Victory want each 

member to be adequately trained in how to biblically proclaim the gospel. This agreement 

sheet and following survey will help Bro. Marc Webb assess the church’s competency 

and formulate the necessary steps to take in the future.  

The research in which you are about to participate is designed to gauge one’s level of 

knowledge and participation in the art of gospel proclamation. This research is being 

conducted by Marc Webb for the purpose of gathering information for the Doctoral 

Ministry Project. In this research, you will answer questions and give witness to your 

own personal actions and history. Any information you provide will be held strictly 

confidential, and at no time will your name be reported, or your name identified with 

your responses. Participation in this study is totally voluntary and you are free to 

withdraw from the study at any time. 

By your completion of this survey, you are giving informed consent for the use of your 

responses in this research. 

  

  

Date: __________  

  

Name: ___________________________________________________   
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APPENDIX 2 

GOSPEL KNOWLEDGE                                                           
AND WITNESS ASSESSMENT 

The following instrument assesses one’s knowledge of the gospel and one’s 

frequency in proclaiming the good news as an Acts 1:8 witness.  
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Gospel Knowledge and Witness Assessment 

 

 

1. In five sentences or less, briefly describe the gospel (good news) of Jesus Christ. 

 

 

 

 

2. In 5 sentences or less, briefly describe how someone can receive the salvation and 

gospel of Jesus Christ. 

 

 

 

 

 

3. Do you believe the Bible commands all believers to share the gospel with those 

who are not saved? 

 

a. Yes 

b. No 

 

4. Whether you circled yes or no for question four, please explain your answer.  

Why did you choose your answer? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

5. When was the last time that you shared the gospel message with someone? Please 

briefly explain the specifics of that conversation, as well as the general date that 

this occurred. If you have never shared this message with someone, please 

indicate this in your answer. 
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APPENDIX 3 

GOSPEL SERMON SERIES RUBRIC 

The following instruments evaluate the biblical faithfulness, relevance, 

methodology, and applicability of each sermon within the three-week gospel series.  
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Name of Evaluator: ______________________________ Date: ___________________ 

 

Three-Week Sermon Series Evaluation Tool (Acts 1:8 Sermon)  

 1 = insufficient   2 = requires attention   3 = sufficient   4 = exemplary 

Criteria 1 2 3 4 Comments 

Biblical Faithfulness 

The sermon properly 

defines the gospel. 

     

The sermon faithfully 

exegetes and interprets each 

individual passage of 

Scripture. 

     

The sermon draws from the 

entire canon of Scripture to 

further support the main 

text.  

     

The sermon is theologically 

and biblically sound. 

     

Method and Delivery 

The sermon is clear and 

understandable. 

     

The sermon has a logical 

flow. It is not disjointed or 

choppy. 

     

Applicability 

The sermon contains 

multiple points of 

application. 

     

The sermon motivates the 

listener to proclaim the 

gospel.  

     

 

Other Comments: 
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Name of Evaluator: ______________________________ Date: ___________________ 

 

Three-Week Sermon Series Evaluation Tool (Matthew 28:18-20 Sermon)  

 1 = insufficient   2 = requires attention   3 = sufficient   4 = exemplary 

Criteria 1 2 3 4 Comments 

Biblical Faithfulness 

The sermon properly 

defines the Great 

Commission. 

     

The sermon faithfully 

exegetes and interprets each 

individual passage of 

Scripture. 

     

The sermon draws from the 

entire canon of Scripture to 

further support the main 

text.  

     

The sermon is theologically 

and biblically sound. 

     

Method and Delivery 

The sermon is clear and 

understandable. 

     

The sermon has a logical 

flow. It is not disjointed or 

choppy. 

     

Applicability 

The sermon contains 

multiple points of 

application. 

     

The sermon motivates the 

listener to proclaim the 

gospel.  

     

 

Other Comments: 
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Name of Evaluator: ______________________________ Date: ___________________ 

 

Three-Week Sermon Series Evaluation Tool (2 Corinthians 5:18-20 Sermon)  

 1 = insufficient   2 = requires attention   3 = sufficient   4 = exemplary 

Criteria 1 2 3 4 Comments 

Biblical Faithfulness 

The sermon properly 

defines what it means to be 

Jesus’ ambassador. 

     

The sermon faithfully 

exegetes and interprets each 

individual passage of 

Scripture. 

     

The sermon draws from the 

entire canon of Scripture to 

further support the main 

text.  

     

The sermon is theologically 

and biblically sound. 

     

Method and Delivery 

The sermon is clear and 

understandable. 

     

The sermon has a logical 

flow. It is not disjointed or 

choppy. 

     

Applicability 

The sermon contains 

multiple points of 

application. 

     

The sermon motivates the 

listener to proclaim the 

gospel.  

     

 

Other Comments: 
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APPENDIX 4 

WEDNESDAY NIGHT GOSPEL TRAINING RUBRIC 

The following instruments evaluate the biblical faithfulness, relevance, 

methodology, and applicability of the curriculum for the Wednesday night training series. 
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Name of Evaluator: ______________________________ Date: ___________________ 

 

Seven-Week Evangelism Training Curriculum Evaluation Tool (Session 1)  

 1 = insufficient   2 = requires attention   3 = sufficient   4 = exemplary 

Criteria 1 2 3 4 Comments 

Biblical Faithfulness 

The curriculum pulls in 

passages from the entire 

canon of Scripture.  

     

The curriculum is 

theologically and biblically 

sound. 

     

Method and Delivery 

The content of the 

curriculum is relevant to the 

topics of gospel 

understanding and gospel 

proclamation. 

     

The content of the 

curriculum properly covers 

gospel methodology. 

     

The curriculum makes use 

of multiple learning 

approaches such as lecture, 

homework, etc. 

     

Applicability 

The curriculum contains 

multiple points of 

application. 

     

The curriculum motivates 

the listener to proclaim the 

gospel and gives them the 

necessary tools to do so.  

     

 

Other Comments: 
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Name of Evaluator: ______________________________ Date: ___________________ 

 

Seven-Week Evangelism Training Curriculum Evaluation Tool (Session 2)  

 1 = insufficient   2 = requires attention   3 = sufficient   4 = exemplary 

Criteria 1 2 3 4 Comments 

Biblical Faithfulness 

The curriculum properly 

defines the gospel. 

     

The curriculum pulls in 

passages from the entire 

canon of Scripture.  

     

The curriculum is 

theologically and biblically 

sound. 

     

Method and Delivery 

The content of the 

curriculum is relevant to the 

topics of gospel 

understanding and gospel 

proclamation. 

     

The content of the 

curriculum properly covers 

gospel methodology. 

     

The curriculum makes use 

of multiple learning 

approaches such as lecture, 

homework, etc. 

     

Applicability 

The curriculum contains 

multiple points of 

application. 

     

The curriculum motivates 

the listener to proclaim the 

gospel and gives them the 

necessary tools to do so.  

     

 

Other Comments: 
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Name of Evaluator: ______________________________ Date: ___________________ 

 

Seven-Week Evangelism Training Curriculum Evaluation Tool (Session 3)  

 1 = insufficient   2 = requires attention   3 = sufficient   4 = exemplary 

Criteria 1 2 3 4 Comments 

Biblical Faithfulness 

The curriculum properly 

explains how to engage in 

gospel conversations. 

     

The curriculum pulls in 

passages from the entire 

canon of Scripture.  

     

The curriculum is 

theologically and biblically 

sound. 

     

Method and Delivery 

The content of the 

curriculum is relevant to the 

topics of gospel 

understanding and gospel 

proclamation. 

     

The curriculum makes use 

of multiple learning 

approaches such as lecture, 

homework, etc. 

     

Applicability 

The curriculum contains 

multiple points of 

application. 

     

The curriculum motivates 

the listener to proclaim the 

gospel and gives them the 

necessary tools to do so.  

     

 

Other Comments: 
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Name of Evaluator: ______________________________ Date: ___________________ 

 

Seven-Week Evangelism Training Curriculum Evaluation Tool (Session 4)  

 1 = insufficient   2 = requires attention   3 = sufficient   4 = exemplary 

Criteria 1 2 3 4 Comments 

Biblical Faithfulness 

The curriculum properly 

explains how to overcome 

fear. 

     

The curriculum pulls in 

passages from the entire 

canon of Scripture.  

     

The curriculum is 

theologically and biblically 

sound. 

     

Method and Delivery 

The content of the 

curriculum is relevant to the 

topics of gospel 

understanding and gospel 

proclamation. 

     

The curriculum makes use 

of multiple learning 

approaches such as lecture, 

homework, etc. 

     

Applicability 

The curriculum contains 

multiple points of 

application. 

     

The curriculum motivates 

the listener to proclaim the 

gospel and gives them the 

necessary tools to do so.  

     

 

Other Comments: 
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Name of Evaluator: ______________________________ Date: ___________________ 

 

Seven-Week Evangelism Training Curriculum Evaluation Tool (Session 5)  

 1 = insufficient   2 = requires attention   3 = sufficient   4 = exemplary 

Criteria 1 2 3 4 Comments 

Biblical Faithfulness 

The curriculum properly 

explains how to overcome 

self-doubt and rejection. 

     

The curriculum pulls in 

passages from the entire 

canon of Scripture.  

     

The curriculum is 

theologically and biblically 

sound. 

     

Method and Delivery 

The content of the 

curriculum is relevant to the 

topics of gospel 

understanding and gospel 

proclamation. 

     

The curriculum makes use 

of multiple learning 

approaches such as lecture, 

homework, etc. 

     

Applicability 

The curriculum contains 

multiple points of 

application. 

     

The curriculum motivates 

the listener to proclaim the 

gospel and gives them the 

necessary tools to do so.  

     

 

Other Comments: 
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Name of Evaluator: ______________________________ Date: ___________________ 

 

Seven-Week Evangelism Training Curriculum Evaluation Tool (Session 6)  

 1 = insufficient   2 = requires attention   3 = sufficient   4 = exemplary 

Criteria 1 2 3 4 Comments 

Biblical Faithfulness 

The curriculum inspires the 

listener to proclaim the 

gospel. 

     

The curriculum pulls in 

passages from the entire 

canon of Scripture.  

     

The curriculum is 

theologically and biblically 

sound. 

     

Method and Delivery 

The content of the 

curriculum is relevant to the 

topics of gospel 

understanding and gospel 

proclamation. 

     

The curriculum makes use 

of multiple learning 

approaches such as lecture, 

homework, and role play. 

     

Applicability 

The curriculum contains 

multiple points of 

application. 

     

The curriculum gives them 

the necessary tools to 

proclaim the gospel.  

     

 

Other Comments: 
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Name of Evaluator: ______________________________ Date: ___________________ 

 

Seven-Week Evangelism Training Curriculum Evaluation Tool (Session 7)  

 1 = insufficient   2 = requires attention   3 = sufficient   4 = exemplary 

Criteria 1 2 3 4 Comments 

Biblical Faithfulness 

The curriculum correctly 

defines and explains 

personal testimonies. 

     

The curriculum pulls in 

passages from the entire 

canon of Scripture.  

     

The curriculum is 

theologically and biblically 

sound. 

     

Method and Delivery 

The content of the 

curriculum is relevant to the 

topics of gospel 

understanding and gospel 

proclamation. 

     

The curriculum makes use 

of multiple learning 

approaches such as lecture, 

homework, etc. 

     

Applicability 

The curriculum contains 

multiple points of 

application. 

     

The curriculum gives them 

the necessary tools to 

proclaim the gospel and 

one’s personal testimony.  

     

 

Other Comments: 
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APPENDIX 5 

PRE-EVANGELISM TRAINING SURVEY 

The following appendix features the survey, which was given prior to the 

seven-week, Wednesday night training seminars. This pre-survey gauged one’s level of 

participation and initial knowledge, regarding gospel proclamation.  
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Evangelism Training Pre-Survey 
 

Directions: Please state your answers, using the following scale:   

Strongly              Disagree              Disagree              Agree              Agree            Strongly  

Disagree          Somewhat          Somewhat                Agree 

   SD            D   DS                AS                 A              SA 

  

1. The Bible commands all Christians to 

share the gospel (good news) of Jesus Christ 

with others. 

 

2.  I want to see my friends, family 

members, and neighbors come to a saving 

knowledge of Jesus Christ. 

 

3.  I believe prayer is vital in sharing the 

gospel. 

 

4.  I believe the work of the Holy Spirit is 

vital in sharing the gospel.  

 

5.  I know, at least, 3 Scripture passages to 

share when talking about the gospel. 

 

6.  I feel equipped and confident to share the 

gospel, if I was asked to do so on the spot. 

 

7. I have shared the gospel with someone in 

the past year. 

 

8.  I have traveled, in the past year, in order 

to share the gospel with someone (i.e., a 

mission trip). 

 

9.  I do not know enough about Scripture to 

share the gospel. 

SD    D    DS    AS    A    SA  

 

 

 

SD    D    DS    AS    A    SA  

 

 

 

SD    D    DS    AS    A    SA  

 

 

SD    D    DS    AS    A    SA  

  

 

SD    D    DS    AS    A    SA  

 

 

SD    D    DS    AS    A    SA  

 

 

SD    D    DS    AS    A    SA  

 

 

SD    D    DS    AS    A    SA  

 

 

 

SD    D    DS    AS    A    SA
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10.  I am afraid to share the gospel. 

 

11.  If I share the gospel, I am worried that 

the person might ask a question that I do not 

know, or that I might stumble over my 

words. 

 

12.  I want to grow in my ability and 

become better equipped to share the gospel. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SD    D    DS    AS    A    SA  

 

SD    D    DS    AS    A    SA  

 

 

 

 

SD    D    DS    AS    A    SA  
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1.  In 5 sentences or less, briefly describe the gospel (good news) of Jesus Christ. 

 

 

 

 

 

2.  Please list the four key terms within the gospel message (If you do not know them, 

you can leave this answer blank).  

 

 

3.  If you were sharing the gospel with someone, what is at least one Scripture passage 

that you would share? (If you know more than one, you are free to list others). 
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APPENDIX 6 

POST-EVANGELISM TRAINING SURVEY 

The following appendix features the survey, which was given at the conclusion 

of the training seminars and after the implementation of the Acts 1:8 pattern. This post-

survey gauged one’s level of participation and obedience, regarding gospel proclamation. 

This post-survey also gauged one’s increase in knowledge, evangelistic zeal, and biblical 

motivation. 
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Evangelism Training Post-Survey 
 

Directions: Please state your answers, using the following scale:   

Strongly              Disagree              Disagree              Agree              Agree         Strongly             

Disagree           Somewhat          Somewhat           Agree 

                                      

   SD            D   DS                AS                 A            SA 

 

1. The Bible commands all Christians to 

share the gospel (good news) of Jesus Christ 

with others. 

 

2.  I want to see my friends, family 

members, and neighbors come to a saving 

knowledge of Jesus Christ. 

 

3.  I believe prayer is vital in sharing the 

gospel. 

 

4.  I believe the work of the Holy Spirit is 

vital in sharing the gospel.  

 

5.  I know, at least, 3 Scripture passages to 

share when talking about the gospel. 

 

6.  I feel equipped and confident to share the 

gospel, if I was asked to do so on the spot. 

 

7.  I have shared the gospel with someone in 

the past week. 

 

8.  I have traveled, in the recent past, in 

order to share the gospel with someone (i.e., 

a mission trip). 

 

9.  I do not know enough about Scripture to 

share the gospel. 

SD    D    DS    AS    A    SA  

 

 

 

SD    D    DS    AS    A    SA  

 

 

 

SD    D    DS    AS    A    SA  

 

 

SD    D    DS    AS    A    SA  

  

 

SD    D    DS    AS    A    SA  

 

 

SD    D    DS    AS    A    SA  

 

 

SD    D    DS    AS    A    SA  

 

 

SD    D    DS    AS    A    SA  

 

 

 

SD    D    DS    AS    A    SA
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10.  I am afraid to share the gospel. 

 

11.  If I share the gospel, I am worried that 

the person might ask a question that I do not 

know, or that I might stumble over my 

words. 

 

12.  I want to grow in my ability and 

become better equipped to share the gospel. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SD    D    DS    AS    A    SA  

 

SD    D    DS    AS    A    SA  

 

 

 

 

SD    D    DS    AS    A    SA  
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1.  In 5 sentences or less, briefly describe the gospel (good news) of Jesus Christ. 

 

 

 

 

 

2.  Please list the four key terms within the gospel message.  

 

 

 

3.  If you were sharing the gospel with someone, what is at least one Scripture passage 

that you would share? (If you know more than one, you are free to list others). 
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APPENDIX 7 

GOSPEL PRESENTATION RUBRIC 

The following appendix features the evaluation rubric and debriefing questions 

that were discussed after each gospel encounter. This assessment measures one’s 

proficiency and frequency in being a gospel witness who follows the Acts 1:8 pattern. 

These questions also assist each individual in recognizing their weaknesses and 

celebrating their strengths.  
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GOSPEL PRESENTATION RUBRIC 

  

 Gospel Presentation Evaluation Tool  

 

 1 = insufficient   2 = requires attention   3 = sufficient   4 = exemplary 

Criteria 1 2 3 4 Comments 

Was the gospel properly and 

biblically shared? 
          

In the gospel presentation, did the 

individual get tongue-tied or 

stumble over words? 

          

Did the individual remember the 

four, key terms of the gospel 

(God, Man, Jesus, Response)? 

          

Did the individual share relevant 

passages of Scripture? 
          

Did the individual present the 

gospel in a clear manner? 
          

Did the individual commit to 
praying for the person that the 

gospel was shared with? 

          

Did the individual display any 

fears or anxiety? 
          

In the gospel presentation, did the 

individual trust in the Holy Spirit 

and truth of God?  
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Evangelism De-Briefing Questions: 

1.  In thinking about the conversation, what are some of the things that you did well?   

 

 

 

 

 

2.  In thinking about the conversation, what are some of the things that you could 

improve upon? 

 

 

 

 

3.  After this encounter, do you feel more confident or less confident to share the gospel 

again? Please explain your answer. 



   

115 

 

APPENDIX 8 

SERMON OUTLINES            

The following appendix features the three sermons which covered the topic of 

being the Lord’s witness. These sermons are included in their entirety and they cover the 

texts of Acts 1:8, Matthew 28:18-20, and 2 Corinthians 5:18-20.   
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Becoming a Witness for Jesus (Sermon 1) 

 

If you have your Bibles, turn with me to Acts chapter 1. We are only going to read verse 

8. 

 

This morning, we are starting a three-week study together. As a church, we are going to 

focus on the theme of being a witness. Not only are we going to see what the Bible has to 

say on this subject, but we are also going to study how you and I are called to be the 

Lord’s witnesses within our modern world. So, let’s read Acts chapter 1, verse 8.   

 

“8 But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my 

witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” 

 

When we think about the most famous or significant passages in the New Testament, 

there are a few texts that instantly come to mind. Some people might say John 3:16, 

which most of you know by heart. You probably memorized it as a young child. 

 

Some might point to the chapter of faith in Hebrews 11 or Jesus’ Sermon on the Mount.  

Or, people might point to comforting Scripture passages like 1 Peter 5:7, when we are 

encouraged to cast our anxieties upon the Lord, because he cares for us. 

 

Yes, all of these texts are important for various reasons. But, added to this list should be 

our passage in Acts 1:8. According to author, Darrell Bock, this verse serves as a 

foundational call to the Lord’s church and people.1 Pastor, John MacArthur, takes this 

thought a step further and describes verse 8 as, “one of the most remarkable cultural 

revolutions in history.”2 

 

In hearing this, the obvious question is why. Why is Acts 1:8 so significant and vital 

within Scripture? Well, as we are going to see, God is not only talking to his closest 

followers, but he has each of us in mind as well. This is truly a timeless, all-

encompassing promise and guide that has been passed down. 

 

In beginning the text, we know that verse 8 is occurring right before Jesus’ ascension. 

The Lord is preparing to leave his disciples, in order to ascend back into glory and sit at 

the right hand of God the Father.   

 

Because Jesus is no longer going to be physically present, he wants to impart some final 

words of wisdom, insight, and hope.   

 

 
 

1 Darrell L. Bock, Acts, Baker Exegetical Commentary on the New Testament (Grand Rapids: 
Baker, 2007), 60. 

2 John MacArthur, Evangelism: How to Share the Gospel Faithfully, The John MacArthur 
Pastor’s Library (Nashville: Thomas Nelson, 2011), 94. 



   

117 

 

Jesus begins by calling his disciples to serve as witnesses. This title is interesting, 

because it is directly tied to another passage in the New Testament. In Matthew chapter 

18, Jesus talks about the idea of church discipline. Within this difficult process, Jesus 

commands two or three witnesses to go to the home of an unrepentant individual.  

 

These witnesses are there to observe firsthand the sins involved and one’s refusal to 

admit any sort of responsibility. After this, the witnesses return to the church and 

proclaim what they have seen and heard.  

 

In Acts 1:8, a similar calling is being passed down to the disciples. Obviously, they are 

not engaging in discipline. Instead, their job is to proclaim what they have seen and heard 

regarding Jesus their Lord.   

 

In verse 8, this idea is clearly described when Jesus calls his disciples, “my witnesses.” 

The Lord does not say that the apostles are the world’s witnesses or the proclaimers of 

secular opinions. No, Jesus looks his followers directly in the eyes and says, “You are 

mine. You are to go and preach for me and about me.” 

 

So, this means that the disciples are called to go to a lost and dying world, in order to talk 

about who Jesus is, as the great Savior, Messiah, Son of God, and Immanuel.   

 

Because they have seen and witnessed these events, the disciples are called to tell others 

about Jesus’ death on the cross, along with his beautiful salvation and forgiveness. They 

proclaim the miracle of Jesus’ resurrection and his ultimate defeat of sin and death.   

 

The disciples, in being Jesus’ witnesses, should shout and declare the truth of repentance 

and how people can give their lives over to Christ and Christ alone. 

 

Again, these men are instructed to share more than just their personal opinions or the 

cultural whims of the day. These men have been raised up to share objective truth, which 

they have experienced through the life and ministry of Jesus.   

 

Then, after passing down this instruction, Jesus transitions and he tells his followers 

where they should go with this message. He gives them four specific locations: 

Jerusalem, Judea, Samaria, and the ends of the earth. For Jesus, these locations were not 

random. Instead, he was being purposeful and precise within his language.  

 

In beginning with Jerusalem, Jesus was reminding his followers that they can begin their 

call in the very location where they are standing. In Acts 1:12, Luke describes how the 

apostles receive this message from the Lord on the Mount of Olives. In the ancient world, 

the Mount of Olives was very close to Jerusalem.  

 

Thus, these men did not have to wait. They can be Jesus’ witnesses as soon as he ascends 

and returns to glory. There is a whole town, right beside them, that is waiting to hear and 

experience the truth of Jesus for themselves. Jerusalem is a fertile field ready for a 

spiritual harvest. 
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But, in the words of Jesus, the disciples should not stop there. They should continue 

going forth and expanding their circle of influence. The region that surrounded Jerusalem 

was known as Judea. 

 

In using today’s language, this statement would be similar to Jesus commanding 

believers to be his witnesses in Shelbyville and then continue to take his good news to the 

surrounding Shelby County or the wider region of Kentucky.    

 

Then, in Acts 1:8, Jesus shares a third location and he talks about the region of Samaria. 

This instruction was especially significant in the New Testament age. It’s because, “in the 

days of Christ, the relationship between the Jews and the Samaritans was greatly strained. 

The animosity was so great that the Jews bypassed Samaria as they traveled between 

Galilee and Judea.”3  

 

Also, in John 4:9, it specifically states that Jews and Samaritans did not associate with 

one another.  

 

But, what is amazing is that Jesus continued to fight against these societal beliefs. 

Throughout his earthly ministry, he repeatedly went to the Samaritans and shared his 

message of salvation.  

 

For example, Jesus openly rebukes his disciples for stirring animosity with the 

Samaritans (Luke 9:53-56). He shares salvation with a Samaritan woman, and then later, 

with an entire town (John 4:1-42). Jesus affirms the neighborly qualities of a Samaritan 

(Luke 10:30-37); he even praises a Samaritan for his heart of thankfulness and faith 

(Luke 17:11-19).  

 

From start to finish, Jesus continued to preach, through his words and actions, that all 

people are worthy of hearing his good news. This included Samaritans.  

 

In the book of Acts, the Lord is expecting his disciples to do the same. After his 

ascension, these men must not fall back on the religious and racial divisions of the day.  

The disciples must not take the gospel everywhere, except Samaria. No, the disciples are 

to be his witnesses, even to the locations that are hostile and difficult. 

 

Today, if all that was not enough, Jesus tells his closest followers that they have one more 

place to go. They must travel to the ends of the earth. They must go to the far reaches and 

distant lands.   

 

In the words of Darrell Bock, “The kingdom message (of Jesus) will move out gradually 

and encompass all . . . The world is the end goal.”4  

 
 

3 Chad Hand, ed., Holman Illustrated Bible Dictionary (Nashville: B&H, 2015), 1405. 

4 Bock, Acts, 66. 
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With this in mind, we can see that the disciples were given an extremely hard and 

challenging task. A monumental calling had been placed on their shoulders, as they 

uphold the truth and travel to distant lands.   

 

But, to Jesus’ credit, he promises that these men will not be alone. They will not have to 

rely upon their own power, charisma, preaching abilities, and knowledge to achieve this 

great responsibility. Instead, they will have a divine helper, who will strengthen and 

empower them for what lies ahead.   

 

If your Bibles are still open, look down with me to verse 8 of Acts 1. Listen again to what 

Jesus says, “8 You will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will 

be my witnesses.” 

 

For a minute, think about the magnitude of what Jesus is saying here. He is telling the 

apostles, “The same Holy Spirit that hovered over the waters at the beginning of time will 

live and dwell inside of you.  

 

The same Spirit that empowered the Israelite elders and strengthened Samson in the Old 

Testament will be a part of your life. The same Spirit that was spoken about in the 

prophets will come upon you.   

 

This third member of the Trinity will have a divine effect on your lives. The Spirit will be 

a source of power, which will enable you to live up to this calling of being my witnesses.   

 

Praise the Lord, as you go, as you travel, as you tell others, you, as my disciples will not 

be alone. You will not be isolated and abandoned, but the Spirit will dwell in you, guide 

you, lead you, and empower you.” 

 

This morning, now that we understand the weight, meaning, and significance of this 

passage, we must go one step further. Beyond the disciples, Jesus also has each of us in 

mind, as he speaking. As modern-day believers, we must be faithful to apply this 

instruction and promise to our current lives. At Victory, verse 8 of Acts teaches us some 

very important truths.   

 

First and foremost, just like the disciples, we too have been promised the gift of the Holy 

Spirit. When we admit and repent of our sinful nature, when we believe in the life, death, 

and resurrection of Jesus, and when we publicly confess this belief; when we place our 

full assurance and trust into what Jesus has done for us on the cross, then, we will be 

saved. 

 

We will be redeemed, renewed, and rescued from sin. We will also be made into a brand-

new creation. But, even greater than this, we will be given the Holy Spirit. The third 

member of the Trinity will come into our lives, just like he did with the apostles in the 

book of Acts.   
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As Paul reminds us in Ephesians 1:13-14, “And you also were included in Christ when 

you heard the message of truth, the gospel of your salvation. When you believed, you 

were marked in him with a seal, the promised Holy Spirit.” 

 

In the book of Ezekiel, the prophet also speaks about this moment. Staring in verse 26 of 

chapter 36, God says, “26 (When you receive salvation) I will give you a new heart and 

put a new spirit in you; I will remove from you your heart of stone and give you a heart 

of flesh. 27 And I will put my Spirit in you.” 

 

In Ezekiel, God does not say that we earn or deserve the Holy Spirit. No, in verse 27, 

God says that when we respond to the good news of Jesus and receive his salvation, the 

Holy Spirit is a gift that the Father shares with us.  

 

From this point of salvation onward, you and I are given divine responsibilities. Just like 

the disciples, the Holy Spirit transforms us into being the Lord’s witnesses throughout the 

world. Upon salvation, all of us are given the task of taking the truth of Jesus to everyone 

that we meet.   

 

This great calling is described throughout the New Testament. In Romans chapter 10, 

Paul talks about the message of salvation and how this gospel is spread through the 

faithful proclamation of God’s children. Paul even notes how the feet of those who bring 

good news are beautiful (Rom 10:15).  

 

In 2 Corinthians 5:20, Paul describes believers as being ambassadors for Christ. He then 

explains the ways in which God speaks through you and I. 

 

We could even look at 2 Timothy 4:5, when Paul charges his protégé to do the work of an 

evangelist. Even though this command was originally given to Timothy, this instruction 

can be applied and accomplished by all of us at Victory.  

 

So, today, please hear me. Being a gospel witness is not optional. It is not an item that we 

can choose to do or not do, depending upon the desires of the day. Instead, we are called 

to take up the mantle, follow in the footsteps of the disciples, trust in the Holy Spirit, and 

proclaim the everlasting truths of Jesus.  

 

In Mark 16:15, it says, “Go into all the world and preach the gospel to all creation.” In 

Luke 12, we are commanded to acknowledge Jesus before others. 

 

In 1 Peter 3:15, it tells us, “Always be prepared to give an answer to everyone who asks 

you to give the reason for the hope that you have. But do this with gentleness and 

respect.”   

 

So, this means that we must get out of our Christian bubble and place one foot in front of 

the other. We go out into the lost and dying streets of Shelbyville. In our normal, daily 

routines, we talk to people about the gospel. We look for opportunities to tell others who 

Jesus is.   
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We tell people about Jesus’ death on the cross, along with his beautiful salvation and the 

forgiveness that he offers to us. We describe how sin and death did not defeat Jesus. 

Instead, he arose from the grave and proclaimed, “Where O death is your victory? Where 

O death is your sting?”   

 

In being Jesus’ witnesses, just like the disciples, we tell people how they can repent of 

their sins, believe in Christ, and give their very lives over to him. 

 

Granted, I know that this is not the easiest thing to do. In thinking about witnessing to 

others, our normal gut reaction is stress, worry, self-doubt, and fear. The same thing 

happens to me sometimes. My heart starts beating 100 miles an hour and my head is 

reeling. But, despite our emotions, our calling remains the same. 

 

As I always say, we, as Christians, have in our possession the best news possible. We 

have a cure to the problem of spiritual death and sin. It is overwhelming to think about 

how the perfect Son of God came to this earth in order to save and redeem us. It is 

overwhelming to think about who Jesus is and the wonders of salvation.   

 

This truth is too good to keep to yourself. It is worth sharing as Jesus’ witness. 
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The Great Commission (Sermon 2) 

 

If you have your Bibles, turn with me to Matthew chapter 28. We are going to read verses 

18 through 20. 

 

Last Sunday, we began a brand-new study. We looked at the idea of being Jesus’ witness 

and what it means to go out and share his good news with those who desperately need to 

hear it.   

 

We also saw how Jesus calls us to go to Jerusalem, Judea, Samaria, and the ends of the 

earth. Or, in putting this in modern terms, we are to take Jesus’ message to those around 

us in Shelby County, in Kentucky, and across the world. 

 

Now, for this morning, we are going to continue looking at these same ideas. But, we are 

going to study them through the lens of the Great Commission. 

 

Most of you know this passage well; you may have even memorized it and can recite it 

by heart. There are multiple reasons as to why this is such a famous and well-known text 

in the New Testament.   

 

One, Jesus is teaching these words immediately before his ascension. So, Jesus is sharing 

these words within the same conversation as Acts 1:8. 

 

Second, this section is significant, because of the eternal and unending truths that Jesus 

lays out for us. Together, this is where we are going to place all of our attention and time 

this morning. So, let’s read Matthew chapter 28, starting in verse 18. 

 

“18 Then Jesus came to them and said, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been 

given to me. 19 Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name 

of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20 and teaching them to obey 

everything I have commanded you. And surely I am with you always, to the very end of 

the age.”  

 

Within the passage, the first thing that we need to recognize is Jesus’ opening statement. 

Before he gets into his commands and instructions, Jesus reminds his followers exactly 

who he is and one of the qualities that he embodies.   

 

In verse 18, Jesus describes his everlasting authority or power. Throughout the Gospels, 

this idea is brought to the forefront time and time again.   

 

For example, in Matthew 9:6, Jesus shows his followers how he has the authority to 

forgive sin and to wipe away someone’s past mistakes. In Luke 8, we are told that Jesus 

has authority over nature. He can instantly quiet storms, wind, and rain with a simple 

command. (Luke 8:22-25).   
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We also know that Jesus has power over demons. He commands them where to go and 

how to leave individuals. In the end, all demons are left cowering in fear and crying out 

for mercy before the Son of God (Matt 8:28-34). So, up until this point in Matthew 28, 

there has been little doubt as to who Jesus is and how the entire universe submits to Him.  

 

Within the Great Commission, Jesus is continuing this same idea and thought. But, Jesus 

builds upon his previous ministry and actions. Jesus shares two more aspects of his ruling 

power. One, Jesus explains how his authority comes from Scripture. Specifically, how he 

is the fulfillment of Old Testament prophecy. 

 

In Daniel chapter 7, the prophet experiences a vision. He sees before him the future 

coming of Jesus Christ. Starting in verse 13, it says, “13 In my vision at night I looked, 

and there before me was one like a son of man, coming with the clouds of heaven.  

 

He approached the Ancient of Days (God the Father) and was led into his presence. 14 He 

was given authority, glory and sovereign power; all nations and peoples of every 

language worshiped him. His dominion is an everlasting dominion that will not pass 

away, and his kingdom is one that will never be destroyed.” 

 

Within Matthew 28, Jesus is clearly alluding to this passage in Daniel. He is telling his 

disciples, “The person whom the prophet saw in his vision, the Son of Man who was in 

the presence of God the Father is me. 

 

I am the one who has been clothed with brilliance, might, and glory. I am the one whom 

every nation and tongue will worship. I am the one who sits on the everlasting throne and 

who establishes my domain and Kingdom. I am the one whom the prophets were looking 

for. I am the one that has been given authority and sovereign power.”   

 

After sharing this, Jesus continues speaking in Matthew 28. Not only is his authority 

found in the testimony of the prophets and Scripture, but Jesus’ authoritative position has 

also been given to him by the Father.   

 

This power is not something that he wrongly took for himself or somehow wiggled his 

way into. No, as Jesus says in verse 18, this was a gift that God the Father has passed 

down to his beloved Son. 

   

Then, immediately following these declarations, Jesus begins sharing instructions with 

his followers. He basically says, “Because I have full authority and ruling power, this is 

why I can give you these responsibilities and callings.” 

 

If your Bibles are still open, look down with me to verse 19. Listen again to what Jesus 

said, “19 Therefore go and make disciples (or teach) of all nations, baptizing them in the 

name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20 and teaching them to obey 

everything I have commanded you.” 
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As we studied last week, every single person who follows Jesus is called to be his 

witness. It is not just the disciples given this title. Upon salvation, all of us are given the 

task of sharing the good news of Jesus and this gospel message of hope, forgiveness, and 

new life to those around us, who are living in the midst of a lost and dying world. 

 

But, according to Jesus, being his witness is more than just proclaiming the message of 

forgiveness and new life. There is another vital step that we must pay attention to. Jesus 

also calls us to go and make disciples. 

 

Meaning, when someone out in the world hears the good news of Christ and responds to 

this truth by receiving salvation, we do not move on from them. We do not stop 

supporting, talking with, and encouraging this individual. 

 

Instead, Jesus says that all of us collectively should continue being a part of this new 

believer’s life. As the church, God uses us to transform this person into a disciple. We 

play a role in continually helping him/her grow in their relationship with the Lord and we 

strengthen their newfound faith in Christ. 

 

According to Jesus, we fulfill this mission and goal, by teaching new believers all that 

Jesus has commanded.   

 

We continue to teach people the great truths of Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John. We tell 

people about the power of living under the Beatitudes. We teach individuals how to pray 

to the Lord, how Jesus serves as our mediator, and how the Lord’s Prayer is a great 

outline to follow. 

 

We instruct new believers on proper living, such as how to carry out spiritual disciplines 

like worship, fasting, and tithing. We tell people how to flee from sin and temptation, 

while at the same time pursuing holiness and purity. We teach others about the miracles 

of Jesus and how these represent his nature and being as the Son of God. 

 

We go through, step by step, the parables of Jesus and the great nuggets of truth that can 

be found, in stories like the Shepherd finding the lost sheep, the might of a mustard seed, 

and the Prodigal Son.   

 

Simply put, we help new believers grow in their relationship with the Lord by showing 

them how Jesus and his truth is an ongoing, vital part of our lives.  

 

As author, Grant Osborne, once said, “Every single person who is won to Christ must be 

anchored in Christ and taught how to live for Christ in day to day decisions.”5 

 

 
 

5 Grant R. Osborne, Matthew, Zondervan Exegetical Commentary on the New Testament 
(Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 2010), 1084. 
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As witnesses, this is what we are called to do. We come alongside of believers and point 

them straight to Christ. 

 

Now, in saying this, I want to push back on a temptation that is very prevalent within the 

modern church. Many Christians will affirm everything that I have said, and, then, they 

will note that this calling is mainly for pastors and church leaders.   

 

On one hand, this is correct. I do my best to faithfully preach and teach God’s Word 

every single Sunday and Wednesday evening. Also, when talking with new believers, 

they meet with me multiple times, as I answer questions and strive to grow this new 

relationship that they have with Christ. 

 

But, please hear me; this command in Matthew 28 is not just for me. All of us have been 

called to talk about Jesus within our conversations.   

 

When we have visitors in our midst or we celebrate a new life coming to Christ, don’t 

just depend on me and what I say on Sundays. But, you be the one to encourage, help, 

and lead this individual to the great truths of the Lord. You play a role in building them 

up in the faith and greatness of our God. 

 

As Paul reminds us in 1 Thessalonians 5:11, “Encourage one another and build each 

other up, just as in fact you are doing.” 

 

And then, within Matthew 28, Jesus continues speaking. We are given another important 

instruction, in serving as his witness and making disciples. Beyond teaching new 

believers and raising up new disciples, the Lord also reminds us about the importance of 

baptism.   

 

As I have taught before, baptism is done through immersion. This means that the person 

goes completely under water. This is done in the name of God, the Father, Jesus, the Son, 

and the Holy Spirit. 

 

This act of baptism serves as a spiritual symbol. It is a public representation of the change 

that has occurred in someone’s heart and mind through salvation. When a person goes 

under the water, he/she is spiritually burying their old life and their past mistakes and 

failures. 

 

When they rise up out of the water, they are arising as a new person in Christ. They are 

publicly showing the world who they have given their allegiance to and how Jesus has 

spiritually transformed them.   

 

They are showing the world what 2 Corinthians 5:17 means. It says, “Therefore, if 

anyone is in Christ, the new creation has come. The old has gone, the new is here.”  

 

As witnesses for Christ, we are called to lead new believers towards the step of baptism.   
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It is because, this act is a proclamation to the world that this person has become a true 

follower of the Lord. They want to be known as a part of Jesus’ community of faith. They 

want to be a part of the church and become a witness for Jesus themselves. 

 

Thus, according to Jesus, baptism is not something that we just do and then forget about.  

Instead, baptism is a celebration and witness toward the world about the life-changing 

power of Christ. It is a profound declaration of what Jesus can do in someone’s life. 

 

As Paul reminds us in Romans chapter 6, “all of us who were baptized into Christ Jesus 

were baptized into his death. 4 We were therefore buried with him through baptism into 

death in order that, just as Christ was raised from the dead through the glory of the 

Father, we too may live a new life.” 

 

Now, in studying the Great Commission, there is one more word that we need to see and 

understand. In verse 20, Jesus concludes his teaching by saying, “And surely I am with 

you always, even to the very end of the age.”   

 

For a minute, think about what we studied last Sunday. Together, we saw how the Holy 

Spirit is an ever-present reality within our lives. When we receive salvation, the Holy 

Spirit is a gift that we will never lose. The Spirit is an ever-present help that dwells in us, 

guides us, leads us, and empowers us to be witnesses. 

 

But, what’s amazing in Matthew 28 is that Jesus says, “Not only is the third member of 

the Trinity with you, but so am I. No matter where you go, no matter what you face, no 

matter what obstacle stands in your way, even to the very end, I will never leave nor 

forsake you. As your Lord and Savior, I will always be with you.” 

 

Plus, Jesus’ promise also relates to you and I being his witnesses. When we are given a 

task that is eternally significant, when we recognize the calling of telling others about 

Jesus, sharing his truth, and leading people towards baptism, yes, these responsibilities 

can seem daunting.   

 

We can allow fear, questions, and doubts to plague our minds. We can be overwhelmed 

with personal insecurities and say to ourselves, “I cannot share Jesus’ salvation with 

someone else, what if I mess up? What if I say something wrong and leave a part out? 

What if I stumble over my words?” 

 

Or, we can look at our passage in Matthew and say, “Where do I even begin? How I can 

teach someone about Jesus without making it awkward or uncomfortable? Or, if I am 

honest, I don’t know that much about the Bible, and so I am not qualified to be His 

witness. I’ll just let the pastor do that.” 

 

Yes, these questions and doubts can arise, because we are all human. But, these questions 

and doubts lose all of their power, when we think about the everlasting gifts that have 

been given to us.   
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You and I should no longer be afraid, because we have two members of the Trinity with 

us. We have the Spirit inside of us and we have the Son of God beside us. 

 

So, when you go out into the world, you can have great courage. You can be overflowing 

in boldness and faithfulness. 

 

You can be Jesus’ witness, when you trust that the Spirit will give you the words to say, 

and that Jesus will put the right people in front of you who need to hear the truth. Jesus 

has not left you alone to fulfill His callings. He will always be your helper and guide.  

 

Thus, you can know with full certainty that you are not alone. Jesus has given you all the 

tools that you need to live on fire, boldly and unashamedly as his witness, who goes out 

and actively makes disciples. 
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An Ambassador for the King (Sermon 3) 

 

If you have your Bibles, turn with me to 2 Corinthians chapter 5. We are going to read 

verses 18 through 20 together. 

 

Today marks the third Sunday of our three-week study. We have been tracing the idea of 

being a witness through Jesus’ instructions in Acts 1 and Matthew 28. We have seen how 

all of us collectively are called to be Jesus’ witnesses, who take his good news to the 

world and those who desperately need to hear it. 

 

We are also called to teach what Jesus has commanded of us, to share the great truths of 

his Word, and raise up disciples within the church. 

 

Now, we come to the book of 2 Corinthians. This is the second letter that Paul has written 

to the church in Corinth. If you think back to our study that we did a few years ago, in 1 

Corinthians, we spent considerable time looking at the challenges of this New Testament 

congregation. 

 

The church in Corinth was allowing blatant sin to continue without consequences. The 

people were suing each other and taking their brothers and sisters to court. They were 

also honoring ordinary men over and above the Lord. 

 

Paul wrote extensively about each of these topics and basically took the Corinthians to 

task. He openly rebuked them for their sin and failures. He also encouraged the church to 

strive for holiness and faithfully follow the Lord. 

 

Yet, what is interesting is that, as Paul begins his second letter, he takes a much different 

tone. At times, he still pens a harsh word to them. But, for the most part, he uses this text 

to encourage, support, and motivate this young church.   

 

Throughout 2 Corinthians, and especially in chapter 5, Paul lays out the main 

responsibilities that all believers have been given from the Lord. He wants followers of 

Christ to see and understand that yes, God has saved us from sin and wrath. But, he also 

has expectations for his children.   

 

So, let’s read 2 Corinthians chapter 5, starting in verse 18. “18 All this is from God, who 

reconciled us to himself through Christ and gave us the ministry of reconciliation: 19 that 

God was reconciling the world to himself in Christ, not counting people’s sins against 

them.  

 

And he has committed to us the message of reconciliation. 20 We are therefore Christ’s 

ambassadors, as though God were making his appeal through us. We implore you on 

Christ’s behalf: Be reconciled to God.”  

 

As we think about our world today, we can admit that, many times, it seems like a pretty 

dark and bleak place. Obviously, all of us are thankful for the gift of life.   
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We are grateful for our families, the roof over our heads, and the food on our table. We 

are thankful for the wonderful gifts of salvation and new life. 

 

But, even with these wonderful blessings, we are still bombarded by a continual stream of 

sin. We watch the eleven o’clock news and we hear about another murder in the west end 

of Louisville. We turn on the television and see more riots, assaults against police 

officers, and businesses burning to the ground. 

 

We see statistics about the evils of sex trafficking and how it is an ever-present reality 

within our nation. We know the turmoil and destruction that addictions can bring, both in 

the individual’s life as well as his/her family’s life. 

 

We can think about conflict and familial arguments that happen all too often. We can 

even think about the church and the persecution that is carried out against our brothers 

and sisters in Christ all across the globe. 

 

With these examples and so many others that we could talk about, it’s clear that there is a 

deep problem in this world. It’s called sin. Truly, it affects everything. Sin corrupts the 

biggest systems and institutions of our day and its impact goes all the way down to our 

very DNA. Sin just gets on everything.    

 

When we think about this reality, we are tempted to just throw our hands in the air and 

say, “I give up. What can I do? What role can I play in pushing back all of this 

surrounding darkness? I am just one person standing in the middle of seven billion. How 

can I help or even put a dent in all of this depravity and fallenness?” 

 

Thankfully, in the book of 2 Corinthians, Paul shares a wonderful truth with those who 

struggle with these types of questions and doubts.   

 

In verse 19, he basically says, “Your job is not to save the world. You don’t have to bear 

that load. It is too heavy for you anyway. Your job is not to rescue the seven major 

continents from sin. Instead, this calling has been given to the God of all.” 

 

If your Bibles are still open, look down with me to verse 19. It says, “(It is God who is) 
19 reconciling the world to himself in Christ.” 

 

Meaning, God sees all of this surrounding mess of drugs, violence, theft, riots, 

destruction, lying, greed, and laziness. He sees the impact of prostitution, a sex driven 

culture, and the rise of atheism. He knows all about the consequences that come through 

anger, bitterness, and conflict.   

 

In the midst of all these problems, God is the one who is working, moving, and carrying 

out his purposes. He is the one drawing countless individuals to him and his salvation on 

a daily basis. It is God who is working in people’s lives and transforming their hearts, so 

that they will repent, turn from their sin, and come to him. 
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As Paul also reminds us, it is God who is reconciling the world to himself.   

 

Now, I will admit that reconciliation is a big word that we don’t normally use in our 

everyday conversations. Simply put, reconciliation is the act of two people or two groups 

becoming friendly. It is the process of enemies being united. 

 

Not only do we see this idea in 2 Corinthians 5, but it’s found in other places within 

Scripture.   

 

For example, in Colossians chapter 1, Paul says, “21 Once you were alienated from God 

and were enemies in your minds because of your evil behavior. 22 But now he has 

reconciled you by Christ’s physical body through death to present you holy in his sight, 

without blemish and free from accusation.” 

 

Or, in other words, when you entrust your life to Jesus, the perfect Son of God; when you 

believe in his sacrificial death on the cross of Calvary, where he carried and died for your 

sins, when you trust that he arose from the grave, in order to defeat sin and death. 

 

When you admit your need of a Savior, believe in who Jesus is and what he has 

accomplished, and when you confess this belief, Scripture promises that you will be 

saved from your sin. Your past failures will be erased, once and for all. As Paul says in 2 

Corinthians, “your sins will not be counted against you.” 

 

But, just as importantly, this is also the moment when you will be reconciled. God the 

Father will no longer see you as his enemy. He will no longer see you as someone who is 

spiritually far away. Instead, you will be drawn close. God will bring you into his 

presence and will look upon you as his special, chosen child. 

 

As Paul tells us in Romans chapter 5, verse 1, “Since we have been justified through 

faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ.” 

 

As people, you and I need this form of reconciliation, because sin is what separates us 

from God. When we are first brought into this world, when we take our first, deep breaths 

out of the womb, we are in desperate need of a Savior. As it says in Ecclesiastes 7:20, 

“Indeed, there is no one on earth who is righteous; no one who does what is right and 

never sins.” 

 

Tragically, this inner fallen nature is what literally cuts us off from the only source of life 

and purpose. Before we receive the Lord’s perfect salvation and give our lives to him, our 

sin is what estranges and alienates us from God.   

 

Ultimately, this is why we need a miraculous and divine work within our lives. This is 

why we need a God who will save us, rescue us, redeem us, and not leave us alone in the 

death of our transgressions.    
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Thankfully, this is exactly what God does. In quoting from author, David Garland, he 

says, “God does not turn away from sinners in disgust and leave them to their just 

desserts. Instead, while humans (are) in open revolt, God acts in love to bring the hostility 

to an end and bring about (spiritual peace).”6 God is the one who brings salvation within 

our lives. 

 

Then, as we circle back to our passage in 2 Corinthians, Paul continues writing in chapter 

5. Starting at the end of verse 19, he shares an interesting word.   

 

He says, “And he (God) has committed to us the message of reconciliation. 20 We are 

therefore Christ’s ambassadors, as though God were making his appeal through us. We 

implore you on Christ’s behalf: Be reconciled to God.” 

 

Here, Paul turns the attention to you and I. He basically says, “Yes, the work of salvation 

and new life is a responsibility that God has given to himself. He is the one who saves 

people from sin, when they turn to him and believe. God is the one who brings 

reconciliation.   

 

But, this does not mean that we are passively sitting back and watching God do 

everything. Instead, God has given each of us a calling and task as well.” 

 

Specifically, God looks at His church; he focuses on you and I as believers. He looks us 

directly in the eyes and says, “You are my witnesses.” Or, in using the words of Paul, you 

are Christ’s ambassadors. It is through your testimony; it is through your sharing and 

proclaiming that God makes his message of salvation known.   

 

In the New Testament age, an ambassador was someone who made a case for the king. 

The ambassador would proclaim, appeal, and implore. This ambassador literally would 

take the king’s message to anywhere he was sent.  

 

For us, the exact same thing can be said. God wants to use you. Think about that for a 

minute. God wants you, specifically, individually, and purposefully, to be a part of his 

grand plan and storyline. He wants you to play a role in telling others how they might be 

saved and reconciled back to a God who loves and cares for them. 

 

He wants you to go to your neighbors, co-workers, and family members. He wants you to 

rely upon the Holy Spirit. He wants you to bear the name of the King and spread his 

message far and wide. He wants you to share the good news of Jesus and to urge people 

of this world to turn from sin. 

 

In thinking about this idea, an important passage to remember is Matthew chapter 9.   

 
 

6 David E. Garland, 2 Corinthians, The New American Commentary (Nashville: B&H, 1999), 
290. 
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Jesus is speaking to his followers and he says, “37 The harvest is plentiful but the workers 

are few. 38 Ask the Lord of the harvest, therefore, to send out workers into his harvest 

field.” 

 

Here, Jesus is essentially saying, “There are countless individuals who are in need of the 

Lord. This large harvest of spiritually hungry people is ready to be picked. It is plentiful.  

It is right there in front of you.” 

 

But, there is a problem that exists. The workers are few. There are not enough people, 

who will help unbelievers experience a saving relationship with Christ. There are not 

enough Christians who are willing to be Jesus’ ambassadors.   

 

It’s because, people in the church are comfortable living their lives quietly without 

talking to anyone. They are grateful that they have heard the message of Jesus, but they 

are unwilling to tell someone else what they have experienced and known. 

 

Please hear me. According to Jesus, you are a worker. You are someone that has been 

raised up for Jesus’ glory and called to proclaim the message of the Lord. 

 

In light of this, I want to ask you some very direct and personal questions. Are you 

someone that is willing to be bold and courageous? Are you willing to step out in faith, 

trusting that Jesus is with you and the Holy Spirit will empower you? 

 

Are you willing to be an ambassador, or are you comfortable hiding away in your home? 

Are you willing to be a worker that God uses for His glory and praise? Are you willing to 

tell someone else the same good news that you have received and experienced or will you 

simply remain silent?   

 

In using the words of Paul, we can’t have it both ways. Either we are living as Christ’s 

ambassadors or we are not. Either God is making his appeal of reconciliation through us, 

or our mouths remain shut.  
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APPENDIX 9 

WEDNESDAY NIGHT TRAINING SESSIONS            

The following appendix features the seven Wednesday night training sessions 

which equipped members of Victory to fulfill the calling of being the Lord’s witness. 
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Wednesday Night Outline (Session 1) 

 

It is good to see you tonight and for your desire to be a part of our special, seven-week 

study. Over the past three Sundays, we have been focusing on the theme of witness. We 

have traced this idea through Acts 1:8, Matthew 28:18-20, and 2 Corinthians 5:18-20. 

 

Together, we have seen how all of us, who have received the salvation of Christ and 

given our lives to him, are called to be his witnesses and ambassadors. No exceptions. As 

a witness, every believer is called to actively share the good news of Jesus’ salvation. 

 

For the next seven weeks, we are going to look at the how. Specifically, how do we 

actually accomplish this mission and goal? How do we become Jesus’ witnesses? 

 

Also, we will be looking at very practical questions. Maybe you have thought of some of 

these before. You ask, “How can I share the gospel with someone? What themes or truths 

do I talk about? What Scripture passages do I use?” We will be covering all of this. 

 

But, to begin our time, I want us to complete a brief survey. You can take one and pass it 

around. As you can see, I have a few introductory questions. And, then, on the final page, 

I have a couple of short answers as well.   

 

The goal of these questions is to put together a clear picture of where you are currently at 

and to help you recognize some of your personal beliefs and practices. 

 

The scale that I am asking you to use is on the top. It ranges from strongly disagree to 

strongly agree. On each question, you can simply circle the answer that best fits your 

beliefs.  

 

Tonight, I do not want you to fill this out with me in mind or try to pick the answer that 

you think I would like. Instead, I simply want you to be honest with yourself.   

 

We will take about fifteen minutes to fill this out. Once you have finished, simply raise 

your hand. I will come by and pick it up. After everyone is done, we will discuss it. Do 

not worry, no one else will see your answers. 

 

(Designate roughly 15 minutes for Survey) 

 

Now that everyone has finished, I want to go over a few portions of this survey. I want to 

begin with the first statement, “The Bible commands all Christians to share the gospel of 

Jesus Christ with others.” 

 

After our last three Sundays, I hope that you answered strongly agree or agree. It is 

because, all Christians have been given this task.   
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Then, for the second question, I wanted to gauge your level of passion and desire. I 

asked, “I want to see my friends, family members, and neighbors come to a saving 

knowledge of Jesus Christ.” 

 

As believers, we should have a hunger and burden for those who are spiritually lost. We 

should be grieved by the fact that millions of people around us do not have a saving 

relationship with Christ and have not received his perfect salvation.  

 

Yes, this includes strangers that we have never met before. But, this also includes 

members of our families.   

 

I know we do not like to think about this very much. If Jesus returned tomorrow, we all 

know people who would not enter into eternity with our Savior and Lord. Instead, they 

would be headed towards punishment. Again, this fact should burden and motivate us to 

witness to others. 

 

Then, if we skip down to questions 9 through 12, I asked you about some struggles that 

you may have experienced and faced. If these struggles are not put in check, then, they 

can become debilitating and can keep us from sharing the good news of Christ with 

others. 

 

First, many people are afraid that they do not know enough Scripture. Maybe you are like 

this. You have a hard time remembering passages from the Bible. You cannot quote them 

verbatim. Or you know certain biblical truths, but you can’t remember the exact chapter 

and verse that talks about it. 

 

Maybe you admit that your brain does not work like you wish it would in high pressure 

situations. Yes, you go over Scripture and try to memorize it. But, when you are standing 

before someone and getting ready to speak about Jesus, everything goes blank. You get 

tongue-tied and you don’t even know where to start.  

 

A second barrier that keeps people from being Jesus’ witnesses is fear. I will admit, I 

struggle with this myself at times. I am sharing the gospel with someone and my mind 

starts racing and going a thousand miles an hour.   

 

My heart is beating out of my chest. Self-doubt and worry start to wiggle their way into 

my thoughts. Everything in my body encourages me to just run away. 

 

Within our lives, this type of fear can either be positive or negative. On one hand, it can 

be good, because it helps us to remember the importance of what we are doing. A certain 

level of fear helps us to take gospel conversations seriously and remember that there are 

eternities at stake.   

 

But, fear can quickly turn into a negative when it starts to paralyze us. As Christians, we 

can be tempted to do whatever it takes to make the fear go away. This includes being 

disobedient and not living up to the callings that we have been given. 
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Then, on your survey, I shared one more barrier or obstacle that many of us face. I asked, 

“If I share the gospel, I am worried that the person might ask a question that I do not 

know, or that I might stumble over my words.” 

 

For example, we are talking with someone, and they ask a question right out of left field. 

Maybe this person loves science and so they ask how the Lord relates to evolution or 

string theory. 

 

Or, maybe the person has read parts of the Bible. They randomly ask you to interpret 

Ezekiel’s wheel or they have been wondering who the Nephilim are in Genesis 6. 

 

Many Christians agonize over the possibilities of random questions coming in 

conversations. They are afraid that they will not have all of the answers, or they are 

scared that a person will walk away and reject the truth of Christ, because they could not 

respond perfectly. 

 

So, just like fear and worry, questions can grip us to the point that we do not engage with 

unbelievers, nor speak about the good news of Jesus’ salvation.  

 

In light of these fears and struggles, I want to share three truths with you. We are going to 

study these ideas, in more detail, in a couple of weeks. But, for tonight, these will serve 

as a great introduction to our study. 

 

First and foremost, we have to remember that fear does not excuse us from the calling 

that we have been given. We cannot say, “Okay, Marc knows more Scripture than I do, 

and so I will just let him go out and share with people. I will do something else.” 

 

No, it does not work that way. In quoting from author and pastor, Timothy Beougher, he 

said, “If we plan to wait until all fear is gone before we share God’s love with others, 

then, we will never share. Fear will always be with us.”7 

 

As your pastor, I think this statement is 100% true. Just for me personally, I have shared 

the gospel with numerous people, since I have been at Victory. I still get nervous every 

time. 

 

Ultimately, this is why we have to ask ourselves a question, “What is going to be the 

dominating factor in my life? Will I let fear have the final say, or will I allow the power 

and truth of the Lord to lead my actions and motivate me to go out and share?” 

 

As Dr. Beougher reminds us, if fear takes control of our hearts and lives, then, we will 

never talk with others about Christ. We will simply remain silent. 

 

 
 

7 Timothy K Beougher, Overcoming Walls to Witnessing (Charlotte, NC: Billy Graham 
Evangelistic Association, 1993), 12. 
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Before we cover two more truths, I want to pause for a minute. Any questions or 

comments that you would like to share? 

 

Let’s continue on.  The second truth to remember is that God loves to use ordinary 

people. Yes, throughout the New Testament, we are given multiple examples of great 

figures who passionately lived for Christ.   

 

We are told about Peter, James, John, Paul, Timothy, Barnabas, Priscilla and Aquila. The 

biblical authors frequently describe all of the miraculous and powerful deeds that these 

men and women accomplished for Christ. 

 

If we are not careful, we can compare ourselves to these people and say, “I will never live 

up to that. I do not have their skills or gifts. I could never do what Paul did or preach an 

epic sermon like Peter. I could never teach others like Priscilla and Aquila did with 

Apollos.” 

 

Tonight, if you struggle with these types of thoughts, then, I want to encourage you; you 

are actually right. This may be humbling to hear, but you will never be Paul, Peter, or 

James. Thankfully, God does not expect you to be these people. 

 

God gave these men and women very specific callings that only they could live up to and 

fulfill. But, guess what? God has the same plan in mind for you. God has given you 

callings that only you can fulfill. Also, God has placed people in your path that he wants 

you, specifically and individually, to share his hope and gospel with. 

 

So, if you worry that you are not a superhuman Christian or you are not the second 

coming of Paul, that is alright. This means that you are human and you are the perfect 

candidate for God to use and speak through.   

 

In the New Testament, we are given multiple stories of God using average, ordinary 

people for his glory and purposes.   

 

Just to share two examples with you. The first one is found in John chapter 4. This is 

where Jesus has a conversation with the Samaritan woman at the well.   

 

After Jesus revealed himself to her, in verse 28, it says, “28 Leaving her water jar, the 

woman went back to the town and said to the people, 29 ‘Come, see a man who told me 

everything I ever did. Could this be the Messiah?’” 

 

In explaining this passage, I love the quote from Timothy Beougher. He said, “[This 

woman] never experienced a call to ministry, had not attended a single seminary class, 

and had never read a book on witnessing.   
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What she did have was a personal encounter with the Savior of the world, and from her 

personal meeting she eagerly went to share with others.”8 

 

Today, the same can be said of you. If you have experienced the love, forgiveness, new 

life, hope, and salvation of Christ, then, you can be just like this Samaritan woman. You 

too can go and proclaim what you have received and heard. 

 

In John 4, what’s amazing is the aftereffect of this woman’s testimony. She went to the 

entire town telling people who Jesus was. In verse 39, it says, “39 Many of the Samaritans 

believed in (Jesus) because of the woman’s testimony.” 

 

Again, the same can be said of you. Yes, you do not save people from their sins. This is a 

job for God alone. But, the Lord can and will use you. Through your testimony and what 

you share, he will draw people to himself. 

 

A second example that we could look at is found in Luke chapter 8. We are told about a 

man that was suffering from demon possession who lived in the tombs. 

 

After Jesus freed this man from his spiritual and physical torment, the Lord gave him a 

command. In verse 39, Jesus said, “39 Return home and tell how much God has done for 

you.” 

 

Right after this, we are given a wonderful testimony. Luke says, “The man went away 

and told all over town how much Jesus had done for him.” 

 

Truly, all of us have a story to tell, because all of us have been changed, redeemed, and 

made new by Christ. Again, God can use you, if you are willing to follow and do what he 

has commanded.   

 

Then, third, there is one more idea that I want you to remember and keep in mind. I know 

we have already mentioned this on Sunday mornings, but I am going to keep hammering 

this idea home.   

 

When Jesus gives us the calling to be his witnesses, he does not leave us alone to fulfill 

this task. Instead, Jesus has promised to be with us. As He clearly says in Matthew 28:20, 

“And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age.” 

 

Also, as we studied in Acts 1:8, we can know that the Holy Spirit is with us, guiding us, 

and giving us the words to say. 

 

So, in the moment, when fear starts to creep in, when we doubt ourselves, or when we are 

afraid that a hard question might arise, we don’t have to shrink back, run away, and hide.   

 

 
 

8 Beougher, Overcoming Walls to Witnessing, 23. 
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Instead, we can know that the Son of God is with us wherever we go and within every 

conversation we have. Also, we can know that the Holy Spirit will be an ever-present 

help. 

 

Thus, when you share with people, you don’t have to rely upon yourself. Instead, you can 

trust in and lean on the sovereignty, power, goodness, and presence of both Jesus, the 

Son, as well as the Holy Spirit. 

 

This evening, any questions or comments that you would like to add? 

 

Tonight, I wanted this session to be an opening introduction to our study. To give you a 

brief overview about where we are going together; next Wednesday, we will spend all of 

our time looking at the gospel. 

 

So, when I say, “Share the gospel with others,” I will show you what the gospel is and the 

main truths that we are called to tell other people. We will also go through a number of 

Scripture passages. Plus, I will give you a small, pocket size summary of Jesus’ good 

news that you can take anywhere. 

 

Then, two weeks from tonight, we will go through some helpful hints and tips on how to 

talk with people and how to lead conversations away from distractions. 

 

Then, for the final four weeks of this study, we will look at how to overcome barriers and 

fear in more detail; we will study the importance of your personal testimony, and we will 

end with a direct challenge that God has given to us. 

 

As we prepare to close, I do have a little bit of homework to give you. If you could take a 

note card and pass it around.   

 

On the survey, I asked if you knew people who needed to hear and receive the gospel. 

This week, as soon as possible, preferably tonight, I want you to write down at least two 

people in your circle of influence who do not know Jesus Christ and have not received 

His salvation.   

 

Obviously, you can write as many names as you would like, but write out at least two. 

 

After you have done this, I want you to commit to praying for these individuals every day 

during your quiet time. I would like you to continue doing this for the entirety of our 

seven-week study. 

 

If you do not know what to pray, I have a sample prayer that you can lift up. As I always 

tell you, there’s nothing more powerful that you can do than pray for someone else by 

name. So, that is your challenge for this week. Write down at least two names of people 

who are unsaved and then commit to praying for them, their salvation, and that God 

would awaken them to their need of a Savior. 
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Wednesday Night Outline (Session 2)  

 

It is good to see you tonight and for your desire to be a part of our special, seven-week 

study. Last Wednesday, we looked at a few introductory ideas together. One, we saw how 

personal barriers can easily arise within our hearts and lives. All of us can fall prey to 

fear, self-doubt, and worry over possible questions that someone may ask.  

  

But, as we studied, fear should not have the final answer, nor should fear keep us from 

fulfilling our calling as the Lord’s witnesses. 

 

Then, we looked at two important and uplifting ideas together. We saw how the Lord 

loves to use ordinary people for his glory and purposes. We also saw how Jesus, the Son, 

and the Holy Spirit are always with us, including the times when we go into the world 

and share the good news and salvation of Christ. 

 

Now, for this evening, we are going to put all of our focus on answering the question of 

what. Specifically, what is the gospel? When we share this message with someone else, 

what do we actually say and what Scripture passages should we use? 

 

Certainly, there are different definitions and plans out there. Maybe you have heard of 

some of them. There are gospel presentations called the Three Circles, the Roman Road, 

and Steps to Peace with God. 

 

But, at least to me personally, I think the easiest plan to remember is the outline from the 

9Marks ministry. They believe, and I agree with them, that the gospel or good news of 

Scripture can be summarized with 4 key terms: God, Man, Jesus, and Response. 

 

If you can remember these ideas, then, you will be able to remember and tell others about 

the entirety of the gospel. 

 

For the next few minutes, I want to go through each of these terms, in succession, and I 

will pause for questions. At the very end, I will have a copy for you of all the main points 

that we go through, so that you won’t have to take notes furiously. Also, at the end, we 

will talk about some ways to remember everything that we discuss together.  

 

First and foremost, when we share the gospel with unbelievers, we have to begin with 

God. Obviously, we cannot share every single fact about God. If we did, then, we could 

spend hours talking about these characteristics and never get to the response portion. 

 

This is why, in our conversations, we have to edit a little bit. We only need to focus on a 

few of God’s qualities. I think the two most important aspects of his being are his 

holiness and his creative ability. 

 

As you know, God is infinitely perfect and holy. He has never sinned, nor will he ever 

sin. There is no speck or dot of sin to be found in his nature and being.   
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As it tells us in Deuteronomy 32:4, “He is the Rock, his works are perfect, and all his 

ways are just. A faithful God who does no wrong, upright and just is he.” 

 

Then, we must remind people that this same perfect God is also the creator of everything.  

As it says in Genesis 1:1, “In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth.”   

 

Over the next two chapters, the Bible goes into detail on the process that God used, in 

creating land, water, animals, and even the stars in the sky.   

 

In Isaiah 45:12, God also said, “It is I who made the earth . . . My own hands stretched 

out the heavens; I marshaled their starry hosts.”   

 

Not only did God create the vastness of the universe and the various elements within it, 

but, he also created you and I, as humans. In Psalm 139:13-16, the Bible says, “For you 

created my inmost being; you knit me together in my mother’s womb. 14 I praise 

you because I am fearfully and wonderfully made; your works are wonderful, I know that 

full well.   

 
15 My frame was not hidden from you when I was made in the secret place, when I was 

woven together in the depths of the earth. 16 Your eyes saw my unformed body; all the 

days ordained for me were written in your book, before one of them came to be.” 

 

Now, when we hear passages like this, we have to ask the question: what are the 

implications of Psalm 139 for our lives? What impact does it have on us? 

 

If God is the ultimate creator, if the Lord really pieced me together in my mother’s womb 

and formed my life with a purpose, then, this means that, as created beings, we are 

subject to God. He is the one in control. We are not.   

 

This also means that we are dependent upon him and his standards. It is because, we 

would not even be here in the first place, if it wasn’t for the work of God. 

 

So, this is the first and most basic element of the gospel. When sharing with unbelievers, 

we must begin with God. We must recognize his holiness and we must remember his 

authority over us as our creator. 

 

Then, in our conversations, we can move to the second portion of the gospel, which is 

Man. As you have heard me say before, every single person, who has ever walked this 

earth, is guilty of committing sin. According to Scripture, sin is any type of action or 

thought that is contrary to the commands of God.   

 

This includes willful acts of evil and rebellion, such as anger, adultery, theft, gossip, 

murder, and drunkenness. But, sin can also include any type of inner disobedience against 

the Lord. Many of these sins are harder to spot.  These are usually labeled as sins of 

omission. In which, God could lead us to do something and we choose to ignore him and 

his commands.   
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Within Scripture, we are told repeatedly that every person, who has ever lived, is guilty 

of sin. In Romans 3:23, Paul tells us, “For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of 

God.” In Isaiah 53:6, the prophet says, “We all, like sheep, have gone astray, each of us 

has turned to our own way.” In Romans 3:10, it says, “There is no one righteous, not 

even one.” 

 

So, as humans, we have all messed up. We have all failed. We have all gone against the 

words of God in Scripture. 

 

I have shared this quote many times, but it is one that I keep coming back to. It is from 

writer Matt Perman. I think he said it best, “Our sinful hearts cause us to make sinful 

choices, think sinful thoughts, and feel sinful feelings. We are not sinners because we sin; 

rather, we sin because we are sinners.”9 

 

When we understand this truth, we are able to recognize the great divide between us and 

God. Because God is perfect, he cannot be in the presence of sin, nor can he stand the 

sight of our sin. God would also cease to be pure and holy, if he did not punish sin and 

those who are guilty.   

 

In Isaiah 59:2, it says, “But your iniquities (sins) have separated you from your God; your 

sins have hidden his face from you, so that he will not hear.” Other passages are even 

more upfront and blunt. Moses writes in Exodus 34:7 that the Lord does not leave the 

guilty unpunished. 

 

When sharing the gospel with someone, we cannot sidestep the discussion of sin, nor can 

we make things sound better than they actually are. As the Lord’s witnesses, we need to 

hit this point pretty hard, even when it’s uncomfortable.   

 

It is because, the more someone understands the magnitude of God’s holiness and the 

great depth of their sin, the more that they recognize their need for a Savior, then, the 

more he/she will appreciate and cherish the salvation that God is offering to them.   

 

Before we move into the third element of the gospel, I want to pause for a minute. Any 

questions or comments so far about the ideas of God or Man? 

 

As people, we need to be very thankful that the gospel message of salvation does not end 

with punishment. The Bible does not cut off its words and leave us hopelessly drowning 

in our sin.  

 

 
 

9 Matt Perman, “What is the Difference Between Original Sin and Imputed Sin,” DesiringGod, 
accessed October 21, 2020, https://www.desiringgod.org/articles/what-is-the-difference-between-original-
sin-and-imputed-sin. 
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Scripture is very open about the beautiful remedy that is waiting for us. As people, we 

can be saved and rescued from our inherent, sinful nature. We can be delivered from the 

wages of sin. 

 

When talking with someone else, this is where you reach the third step of the gospel, 

which is Jesus Christ. You almost have an open book about what to share about Jesus. 

You can certainly talk about his birth, life, or miracles.  

 

You can highlight how Jesus was set apart and different. You might even want to bring in 

some of the prophecies from the Old Testament; whatever you feel comfortable with. 

 

But, regardless of where you begin, there are a couple of key ideas about Jesus that you 

must hit when sharing the gospel. 

 

One, you must remember who Jesus is. We are told in Scripture about Jesus being divine 

and equal with God, as the one true Son. We are also told that Jesus was fully God, who 

came to this earth in human and physical form. God, the Father, sent Jesus to us with a 

distinct and heavenly purpose.  

 

As it says in Matthew 1:21, “Jesus will save his people from their sins.” Thus, Jesus fully 

knew, from birth to death, that he was on this earth to go to the cross, sacrifice himself, 

and forever offer salvation and the forgiveness of sins. He also went to the cross of 

Calvary to forever free us from the coming judgment for our failures. These were his 

specific intents and purposes.  

 

In Romans 5:8, Paul says, “But God demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we 

were still sinners, Christ died for us.”   

 

When talking with someone, they may ask, “How did Jesus do it? How can his act of 

dying on the cross, two thousand years ago, save me from my sins, here in 2020? How in 

the world does that work?” 

 

The essential truth of the Bible is that Jesus is sinless, righteous, pure, and blameless in 

every way, just like God the Father. We are forgiven and saved from our sins, because of 

the shedding of Jesus’ blood on the cross, and his decision to physically take upon 

himself our sins.   

 

Simply put, on the cross, the wrath of a holy God was now laid completely upon his Son.  

He took our place before a holy God and bore the punishment that we deserve for our 

mistakes and failures.   

 

The prophet Isaiah spoke about this moment and he said, “5 He (Jesus) was pierced for 

our transgressions (sins), he was crushed for our iniquities (sins); the punishment that 

brought us peace was on him.” (Isa 53:5) 

 



   

144 

 

Galatians 1:4 also tells us, “The Lord Jesus Christ, 4 gave himself for our sins to rescue us 

from the present evil age.” 

 

But, thankfully, the life and existence of Jesus didn’t end upon his death. We know that 

three days later, Jesus emerged from the tomb. He arose from the grave and completely 

fulfilled his earthly mission of defeating and forgiving sin.   

 

Now, within the conversation with someone, we have covered the first three components 

of the gospel, which are God, Man, and Jesus. We only have one left to go and that is 

Response. This is the part where the person you are talking to can receive salvation and 

the assurance of heaven.   

 

Ultimately, the entire conversation has been leading us to this moment. This is where you 

ask the person, “Are you willing to receive and believe this message?”   

 

If they say no, then, you can continue having a conversation with the person, and you can 

continue praying for them. You certainly do not give up on this individual. You can look 

for further ways to share with him/her in the future. 

 

But, if the person says yes, then, this is where you lead them through the three steps of 

response, which are admit, believe, and confess. You have probably heard these 

described as the ABCs of salvation. 

 

For this first step of our response, it is all about the admittance of our personal sin and 

saying to God, “Lord, I am a sinner. I am fallen. I am broken. I cannot fix myself on my 

own. I need to be rescued. I need you to forgive me, and become the Lord and the 

authority over my life. I need you to help me start the process of repenting and turning 

from my sins.” 

 

A great passage to study is 1 John 1:8-9. It reads, “If we claim to be without sin, we 

deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us.  If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just 

and will forgive us our sins and purify us from all unrighteousness.” 

 

The second step within a person’s response is belief. The most well-known passage is 

John 3:16, where the apostle says, “For God so loved the world that he gave his one and 

only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life.” 

 

As people, we do not have a general, vague, or random sense of belief. But, there are 

specific things that we are called to believe. We have to believe in Jesus and his godly 

nature. We also have to believe in the death and resurrection of Christ. We have to 

believe that he really did carry our sins, die for them, and bear the judgment that we 

deserve. 

 

Certainly, we need to believe in the other elements of the gospel. We need to believe in 

the holiness and creative power of God, the Father, as well as our sinful nature.   
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Finally, the last aspect of response and gaining salvation is the act of confession. In order 

to be saved and receive this saving message, we need to publicly confess our belief in 

Christ.   

 

Paul tells us in Romans, chapter 10, “If you declare with your mouth, ‘Jesus is Lord,’ and 

believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved. 10 For it is 

with your heart that you believe and are justified, and it is with your mouth that you 

profess your faith and are saved” (Rom 10:9-10). 

 

After going through these steps and making sure the person understands everything that 

has been discussed, a final prayer is a great way to conclude the gospel conversation and 

to cement, in someone’s life, the salvation that they have now received and entrusted in. 

 

On the handout that I am going to give you in a minute, I have included a sample prayer 

that you can lead someone in. What I like to do is just have the person repeat after me. I 

say one sentence and then the person receiving salvation repeats that same sentence up to 

the Lord. 

 

As an example, you could pray, “God, I know that I am a sinner. I know that my sin has 

separated my life from you. I recognize that I am in need of your forgiveness and 

salvation. Jesus, I believe that you died to pay the penalty for my sins. I believe that you 

came to rescue me from my sin. I believe that you rose from the dead and you are alive at 

this very moment.   

 

God, I pray for your forgiveness. I pray that you would help me to turn from sinful ways 

and to put all of my belief, trust, and life into your hands. I ask that you come into my 

life, as Savior and Lord. Amen.” 

 

A prayer, such as this, helps to repeat the gospel and all the main points that were 

discussed within your conversation with someone.  

 

I want to pause there. Any questions or comments that you would like to add? 

 

Tonight, I have just walked you through the entirety of the gospel. When sharing with 

someone else, this is what you focus on in leading them towards the point of salvation. 

You tell them about the true God of all, the sinfulness of man, the death and resurrection 

of Christ, and the importance of response. 

 

In standing before you, I know that this may have seemed like an information bomb, 

where I dropped a ton of truths and Scripture passages on you all at once, in quick 

succession. It might seem overwhelming at this point, where you are tempted to say, 

“Marc, there is no way that I can remember all of that.” 

 

If this is you, do not worry. The purpose of tonight was not to make you an expert or 

have you memorize 500 Scripture passages.  
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Instead, the purpose of our study this evening was to introduce you to these foundational 

truths. Then, as we move forward in this study, the hope is that you will continue to get 

more and more comfortable with the gospel.   

 

By the end of our seven weeks in November, my prayer you will have cemented these 

ideas in your heart, to the point, that you don’t even have to think about them anymore. 

They will just naturally come out of you. 

 

To give you a preview for next Wednesday, we will spend all of our time looking at the 

how. We will study how to navigate conversations with people. We will answer questions 

like, “What do I say if someone asks a hard question?  

 

What happens if I am talking about the gospel and the conversation gets off topic? Or, 

what if I forget a point of the gospel or I skip over something in a conversation?” 

 

Also, next Wednesday, we will explain how prayer, Jesus, and the Holy Spirit are 

actively involved in the moments when we tell other people about these core gospel 

truths. 

 

As promised, I have two items to give you. First, this is a business card which features 

the main points of the gospel. As you can see, it lists out God, Man, Jesus, and Response.  

  

I have also included one Scripture verse per point. So, when talking with people, you 

don’t have to do what I did tonight and share 50 Scripture passages. Instead, in your 

conversations, one passage per point is perfectly fine.  

 

If you are talking with someone and your mind goes blank, hopefully, you can pull this 

out and it will be a great resource, guide, and reminder for you. 

 

Then, second, I also have a small handout for you. I have in paragraph form everything 

that we have talked about. It is just a couple of pages on the gospel as a future reference, 

if you prefer things typed out. 

 

To close, I have two pieces of homework for you. One, I want you to continue what we 

started last Wednesday. Remember, I asked you to write down on a notecard, at least two 

individuals that you know who are unbelievers and have not received the salvation of 

Christ.   

 

I asked you to commit to praying for these individuals, by name, every single day of this 

study, during your quiet time. I hope you have been doing that. For the week to come, I 

am asking that you continue praying every day for these individuals and asking the Lord 

to open their hearts to the gospel and salvation of Christ. 

 

Then, there is a second piece of homework. Between now and next Wednesday, I want 

you to go through this handout and read it at least three times. You do not have to 

memorize the whole thing.   
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But, after you read through it and go over it with yourself, you can start to remember the 

four points of the gospel, and you can recall at least some of the Scripture passages that I 

have listed. 
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Wednesday Night Outline (Session 3)  

 

It is good to see you tonight. Thank you for your continued desire to be a part of our 

special, seven-week study. Last Wednesday, we focused all of our time on answering the 

question of what. What is the gospel? More specifically, what do we actually say and 

what Scripture passages should we use when sharing this message with someone else.   

 

Real quick. Does anyone remember the four key terms of the gospel? Does anyone 

remember the sub-points of each term?  

 

When talking with someone else about the gospel, does anyone remember a Scripture 

passage that you would use about God, the sinfulness of man, Jesus’ death, and/or our 

response? 

 

Now, for this evening, we are going to spend all of our time answering the question of 

how. How can we share this message with someone else? Also, how can we navigate 

conversations and tell people about the holiness and creativity of God, the sinfulness of 

man, the beauty of Jesus’ death and resurrection, and the everlasting importance of our 

admittance, belief, and confession? 

 

Tonight, I want to share seven, key ideas with you that will hopefully be a great benefit 

and help. 

 

First and foremost, it is important to be prepared. Certainly, we need to depend on the 

Lord and the Holy Spirit. But, this does not mean that we sit back and do nothing. As 

Christians, we do not say, “Okay God, you have this under control. I am going to go take 

a nap on the couch for a little while and let you work.”  

 

No, God calls us to be prepared as his witnesses. In 1 Peter 3:15, the apostle writes, 

“Always be prepared to give an answer to everyone who asks you to give the reason for 

the hope that you have.” 

 

As people, we never know when we might have a gospel conversation with a stranger or 

even when someone in our family might come to us unexpectedly.   

 

In these moments, we do not want to stifle the work of the Holy Spirit by saying to 

someone, “How about you wait a few days and talk to the pastor on Sunday? Or, I am 

really glad that you have this desire, but I do not know what to tell you. Or even, I am 

really busy; can we talk about this another time?” 

 

We do not want to do or say any of these things as believers. Instead, we should be ready, 

as Peter says, to share the gospel whenever the circumstance arises. 

 

Here’s just a general rule that I follow and it has been a big help to me. Once a week, I 

review the gospel.   
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I go over my outline and read through the Bible verses that I would share with someone 

else. I also share the gospel out loud, and try my best to have a conversational tone.   

 

This time of review does not take very long. It only lasts about fifteen minutes or so. I 

simply add these extra minutes on to my personal quiet time with the Lord one day. 

 

It is an old saying, but I think it is still absolutely true. Practice makes perfect. This is 

why I asked you to review the gospel three times this past week.   

 

Also, by being prepared, you will be able to fight against fear, panic, and worry. As I 

mentioned on our first night together, nerves will always arise, because of how important 

gospel conversations are. 

 

But, if you are well versed in the good news of Christ, then, a few butterflies will not 

distract you. Regardless of your emotions and mind, you will still be able to tell someone 

else who God is, what sin is, and what Jesus has done at Calvary. It’s because, the gospel 

will be second nature to you.   

 

Then, second. As Christians, we should also trust in and rely upon both the Holy Spirit 

and Jesus Christ within our conversations. We will talk about this in more detail next 

Wednesday. But, for now, we must be thankful that we are not alone when we engage in 

conversations with other people. 

 

We have Jesus Christ, the perfect Son of God, who has promised to be with us, even to 

the very ends of the age. And, as we are told in Acts 1:8, we have the third member of the 

Trinity leading us, guiding us, and giving us the words to say. 

 

When we remember this, we will be able to experience confidence and boldness. It is 

because, when we battle with fear, self-doubt, or anxiety, we are trusting in ourselves.  

We are afraid that we will not be able to say everything perfectly or that we might get 

tongue-tied. Or, we think, “If I mess up, then, this person will be forever condemned 

because of my failures.” 

 

When we struggle with these types of thoughts, we are looking to ourselves. We are 

forgetting that Christ and the Spirit are with us. We are forgetting that they will be a 

divine help and will guide conversations for their ultimate glory and purposes.   

 

Plus, we are also forgetting the Trinity’s work within salvation. Someone trusting their 

life to Christ and receiving this gospel message, this is ultimately a work of the Lord. He 

is the one that saves people and grants them new life, not us.   

 

When we remember this, suddenly all pressure is off. The weight is no longer on our 

shoulders. We can simply be thankful that we are Christ’s witnesses and ambassadors.  

All he expects of us is to share and depend on Him. He will take care of the rest. He will 

do all of the heavy lifting, not only in our salvation, but also in our salvation 

conversations. 
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Then, third, we must also remember the power and importance of prayer. As Christians, 

we should be praying before, during, and after conversations. Before you sit down with 

someone else and share the main points of the gospel, you should pray, “God, I give this 

upcoming discussion to you. 

 

Calm my fears and anxiety. Help me to remember all that I have studied and practiced.  

Lord, I pray that you would give me the words to say in the moment and help me to 

answer any questions that might arise.” 

 

Also, pray for the person by name. Say, “Lord, I pray for Marc Webb. God, I know that 

he has hardened his heart against you. I pray that, in this conversation, he would hear 

your message of truth, submit to your work in his life, and receive your perfect salvation.   

 

But, Lord, if Marc says no, then, help me to plant seeds within his life and allow this 

conversation to be the beginning step of him turning to you.”  

 

Then, as you are engaging with the other person, continue to pray silently to yourself. I 

do this every time when I share the gospel. I quietly think to myself, “Lord, continue to 

lead, guide, and direct my words. Continue to break down spiritual barriers and walls in 

this person’s heart and allow them to be open to hearing from you today.” 

 

Yes, you don’t have to say long, extended prayers. Instead, you simply think a couple of 

sentences, just as a reminder to rely upon the Lord through all that you say and do. 

 

Then, when the conversation has ended, pray again. This prayer will be dictated by how 

the conversation went. If the other person received salvation and new life in Christ, then, 

celebrate. Praise the Lord and thank him for his miraculous work in someone’s life. Give 

him the glory and worship right alongside the heavenly hosts. 

 

But, if the person says no and rejects the gospel, continue to pray that God would open 

their eyes and ears. Also, pray that God would give you another opportunity to speak 

about His good news. 

 

As witnesses, we cannot sidestep or forget the importance of prayer. This is an action that 

we must continue to be engaged in, and we must all our prayers to help us further rely 

upon the Triune God within our lives. 

 

This evening, I want to pause for a minute. Any questions or comments that you would 

like to add about these first three points? 

 

As promised, there are four more ideas that I want us to look at, related to talking about 

the gospel with other people. 

 

Fourth, it is important to cover all the main points of the gospel, without getting bogged 

down by too much information. Just as an example, when talking about sin, there are 

hundreds of passages that you could choose from the Old and New Testaments. 
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But, if you read every single one of these verses and explain them to someone else in 

great detail, then, you would spend hours on this topic, and you would not even be able to 

get to Jesus or the importance of belief.   

 

This is why I recommend only sharing one or two Scripture passages per each point of 

the gospel. As an example, when talking about sin, maybe you just want to share Romans 

3:23, where Paul says, “For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God.”  

 

A passage like this gives the other individual all of the information that they need.  In 

Romans, Paul tells us that all people are sinners, no exceptions. In verse 23, he also 

describes how our sin causes us to fall short of the glory and holiness of God. This can be 

a perfect, flowing transition into a discussion about why we deserve judgment. 

 

Plus, sharing one or two Scripture passages per point will also help you. When you 

practice the gospel, you do not have to memorize 50 verses. Instead, you can become 

really good and proficient at knowing four or five. 

 

Fifth, when talking with someone else, especially a person that you know really well, I 

encourage you to personalize the gospel message. Have this person’s life be a part of 

what you are saying.   

 

In giving a few examples, if you are speaking with someone who struggles with 

addiction, then, weave that into what you share about sin. You can also talk about their 

addictions when describing Christ and how the Lord carried their substance abuse and 

nailed it to the cross. 

 

If you know that the person struggles with depression, loneliness, or self-esteem issues, 

bring that into the discussion. Talk about how the Lord knows each person specifically, 

loves them individually, and created them for a purpose. 

 

If the person does not see a need for salvation or Jesus Christ, then, you can talk about the 

wonders, beauties, and life-changing power of our Lord.  

 

When we turn to the New Testament, we see this idea come up time and time again.  

When Jesus shared His good news with people, He personalized it. When talking with 

Nicodemus, Jesus described truths that this religious leader would have been very 

familiar with. 

 

When engaging with the Samaritan woman at the well, Jesus brought in conflict between 

Jews and Samaritans. He also talked about this woman’s sexual sin and how he was the 

Messiah who had come to seek and save the lost. 

 

In Luke 19, Luke shares the story of Zacchaeus. We are not given the exact details of the 

conversation between this tax collector and Jesus. But, based on Zacchaeus’ response in 

verse 8, it’s clear that Jesus talked with this man about his job, cheating other people, and 

what it means to be a follower of Christ. 
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Again, Jesus serves as a great example to follow when it comes to talking with other 

people. 

 

When sharing the gospel, I would also encourage you to talk about yourself. You can 

describe what occurred in your life when you believed in Christ and gave your life over 

to Him.   

 

Talk about how you have changed, since you experienced God’s love, mercy, grace, and 

forgiveness. Do not be afraid to bring your life in as well. It is so important to personalize 

the gospel message, because this is a personal truth. 

 

Then, sixth, when sharing the gospel, I encourage you to ask questions as you go along.  

These do not have to be very difficult or extended. Instead, you can simply ask, “Do you 

understand what I am talking about here? Or, is there anything about sin or Jesus that is 

confusing?”   

 

In asking questions like these, they help to pause the conversation, where you are not just 

having an information dump thrown at them. It also allows the person to share 

themselves. If they did not understand sin or God’s holiness, then, you can pause there 

for a little while and explain this portion of the gospel in more detail. 

 

Also, when you ask questions, typically the other person will share about his/her life.  

This will give you a further way to personalize the gospel message. 

 

This evening, I want to pause there. Do you have any questions or comments about 

anything that we have spoken about this evening? 

 

Just to recap the first six points. Be prepared; remember that Jesus Christ and the Holy 

Spirit are with you. Pray continually, before, during, and after conversations. Do not get 

bogged down by the details or too much information.  Personalize the gospel and ask 

questions. 

 

Now, before we close, I want to share a final point with you. This is from author, Isaac 

Adams. He says, “Evangelism (or sharing the gospel) shouldn’t be something we 

merely have to do; it’s something we get to do. Evangelism may be our job, but it should 

primarily be our joy.”10 

 

As Christians, all too often, when we hear about sharing the gospel, we instantly tense up 

and get really nervous. Or, we get discouraged, because we are not being faithful in this 

area. Or, we battle with self-doubt and we tell ourselves, “I could never share the gospel 

with someone else. I could never remember everything. This is just too much for my 

mind to handle.” 

 
 

10 Isaac Adams, “What is Successful Evangelism,” Crossway, last modified March 14, 2020, 
https://www.crossway.org/articles/what-is-successful-evangelism/. 
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Certainly, I have been there myself and thought these same things. But, as Isaac Adams 

reminds us, talking with others should not be something that we begrudgingly have to do 

or something that fills us with immense worry.  

 

Instead, sharing the gospel should be a source of joy. We should be thankful that God 

wants to use us, as his witnesses and ambassadors in this world. We should be overjoyed 

that God wants to use us in the midst of his plans to redeem, save, and draw people to 

himself. 

 

So, when you talk with other people about Christ and his good news, do this joyfully. Be 

someone that is happy and full of thanksgiving, because of the salvation that God has 

given to you and the great callings that he has allowed you to be a part of. As it tells us in 

Philippians 4:4, “Rejoice in the Lord always. I will say it again: Rejoice!” 

 

Tonight, we will go ahead and stop there. As always, I have a little bit of homework for 

you to do. There are three things that I am asking of you this week.   

 

One, continue praying for the individuals on your notecard during your daily quiet time.  

Two, I hope that you can once again review the gospel message that we talked about last 

Wednesday. This week, start the process of being prepared and ready, as you practice.  

Specifically, I am asking you to read your handout packet at least two more times this 

week. 

 

Then, I have one more thing. This week, I am going to challenge you to memorize 

Scripture. Now, when people hear this, they quickly come up with all kinds of excuses.   

 

They will say, “Marc, I cannot do it. It is just too difficult. No matter how hard I try, my 

mind will not work. The verses will not stay up there.” 

 

Typically, when people say this, it is interesting to see how they have no problem 

memorizing other things. People do not have a hard time memorizing lyrics from a song, 

or the exact time and date that Kentucky basketball plays and what channel the game is 

on.   

 

These same people can remember their phone number, social security number, or other 

personal information.   

 

I guarantee you; all of us can memorize Scripture if we practice it, make it a priority, and 

run from excuses. I promise you can do this.  I believe in you and God Himself believes 

you. 

 

So, this week, I am going to challenge you to memorize two Scripture passages: 1 Peter 

3:18 and Romans 10:9-10. Both of these are easy and short, but they are very important 

when sharing the gospel with other people. 
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Wednesday Night Outline (Session 4) 

 

It is good to see you tonight. Thank you for your continued desire to be a part of our 

special, seven-week study. Last Wednesday, we focused all of our time on answering the 

question of how. Specifically, how do we share the gospel?   

 

We looked at seven key ideas together. Real quick, does anyone remember some or all of 

the points that we talked about? 

 

Tonight, I will also ask you, what are the four key terms of the gospel?   

 

Lastly, did anyone memorize the two Scripture passages that I asked you to look at last 

week and would anyone like to be courageous and share what they have memorized? 

 

Now, for the next couple of weeks, we are going to spend all of our time studying 

personal barriers that keep us from sharing the good news of Christ with other people. 

Not only will we study what these barriers actually are, but we will also see what 

Scripture tells us to do in striving to overcome them.   

 

This evening, I want to begin by talking about myself for a minute. When I think back 

over my life, there are some key moments that stick out in my mind. Obviously, I can 

remember wonderful times of joy and happiness. I can think about some surprises and 

even some really stupid things that I did along the way.   

 

But, beyond this, I can also recall moments when I was fearful and a little embarrassed. 

 

There are many stories that I could share with you, but, for time’s sake, I will only share 

two. One, back when I was in college, I was involved in my very first car accident. It was 

nothing major, just a minor fender bender. 

 

I was driving along. As I was coming up to a red light, my foot slipped off the break.  

When I rushed to put my foot back on, I hit the gas instead. This made me go right into 

the back of the car in front of me. What is ironic is that I actually hit an insurance agent. 

 

In the moment, I was beyond embarrassed. I could not believe that I did this, and I was 

mad at myself for making this mistake. I was also afraid, because I was young and naïve.  

I did not even know what to do or say. Thankfully, the agent was very nice and helpful 

with everything, which definitely calmed my nerves. 

 

Then, a second example occurred back in high school. I was a member of the Marching 

Band and played Alto Saxophone for three years. We had a phenomenal band director. 

But, he was known to lose his temper quite often, especially when you messed up and did 

something wrong. 
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During band camp, I can think back to multiple situations where the band director is 

yelling, through his loudspeaker, either directly at me or he is shouting at the saxophone 

section in particular. It is a very humbling situation, when everyone else is watching you; 

all you can do is stand there and take the verbal abuse. 

 

Obviously, in the grand scheme of things, neither of these situations were life-altering. I 

survived them just fine. But, as I mentioned, these served as moments of fear and 

embarrassment. 

 

I bring all of this up, because I think it applies to our topic of sharing the gospel. We can 

experience the same emotions, attitudes, and mindsets that I had on the side of the road 

and in the middle of band camp. 

 

Like I was after the accident, we can be afraid, because we don’t know what to do or say.  

Then, when a gospel conversation passes us by, we just get mad at ourselves. Or, like at 

band camp, we simply stand there in embarrassment recognizing our own weaknesses, 

frailties, and fear. 

 

I know this, because of how people act and speak. When they are out in the world, the 

vast majority of Christians remain silent about Jesus. They do not talk about him or his 

salvation to other people.   

 

Or, even worse, some try to hide their Christianity. They do not want anyone to know 

that they are a follower of Christ. They want to remain in their shadows, so that they do 

not have to endure an awkward conversation or get out of their tiny bubble.    

 

This silence does not happen on its own. It largely arises, because of personal barriers, 

excuses, and struggles that we all face. Of course, there are multiple barriers that cause us 

to not share the good news of Christ. But, the three biggest ones are: fear, self-doubt, and 

rejection.  

 

Tonight, I want us to spend all of our time looking at the concept of fear, and then over 

the next few weeks, we will study the other two. 

 

When you and I struggle with fear, we have different questions that arise in our hearts 

and minds. We may ask ourselves, “If I share about Christ, what will someone say or do? 

What will someone else think about me? 

 

A number of years ago, the Billy Graham Association did a study. They asked a question 

to Christians, “What is your great hindrance in witnessing to others?” They found that 

more than 50% of those surveyed said that they were afraid of how other people would 

react.11 

 

 
 

11 Beougher, Overcoming Walls to Witnessing, 7. 
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As believers, we struggle with fear, when we think about strangers. We say to ourselves, 

“How could I share the gospel with someone when they don’t even know me? They will 

just think that I am one of those Jesus Freaks and radical fundamentalists. They will 

laugh at me and look down on me.” 

 

Or, we struggle when talking with our family members. We are afraid that things might 

get tense or our family gathering will be ruined because we brought up Jesus and his 

salvation. 

 

So, in order to calm these fears, what do we do? Nine times out of ten, we choose to 

remain silent. This way no one gets uncomfortable and we can simply continue on with 

our lives. 

 

But, tonight, I want you to really hear me. Fear does not have to have the final say within 

your life. It does not have to dominate how you live. Fear does not have to control the 

level of obedience and faithfulness that you show to the Lord. Fear does not have to keep 

you from being the Lord’s witness and ambassador who talks about the wonderful news 

of his gospel.   

 

Thankfully, you can experience freedom and can overcome this barrier, if you remember 

four key truths. 

 

The first is where our fear comes from. Satan is the one who causes these emotions and 

thoughts to arise. We know this, because of the content of our message. When talking 

about the gospel, we describe who God is and how he is creative and holy. We describe 

the depths of our sin, the death and resurrection of Christ, and our response of admitting, 

believing, and confessing. 

 

When someone goes through these steps and believes in and receives them, then, we 

know that the end result is salvation, new life in Christ, and an eternal relationship with 

the Lord. 

 

As the enemy, Satan does not want you to share this message. He does not want you to 

tell other people about the beauty, love, and wonders of Jesus Christ. He wants you to 

remain quiet and reluctant.   

 

Therefore, in order to overcome this obstacle, it is vital that we fully understand where 

our fear comes from. It does not come from us and certainly doesn’t come from the Lord.  

Instead, the enemy is the root and source of it. He will do whatever it takes, in order to 

keep the Lord’s people quiet. 

 

Before we look at the remaining truths, I want to pause. Any questions or comments that 

you would like to add at this point. 
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Then, second, when struggling with fear, we have to recognize that many of our fears 

have no validity to them. As I mentioned earlier, many people are afraid of how an 

unbeliever might respond when they share the gospel.   

 

Please hear me, the vast majority of people do not respond to the good news of Christ 

with hostility, hatred, or anger. Now, to be fair, some will. But, this is usually the 

exceptions and not the rule. 

 

For the most part, the majority of people will either engage with you and listen to what 

you have to say, or they will calmly say no. That’s not for me. Most people are very nice 

and cordial.   

 

As an example, there was a story that came out a few years ago from the famous 

magicians Penn and Teller. Both of these men are well-known atheists. They also have 

multiple videos poking fun at the Bible and openly mocking it.   

 

Penn even has a highly popular video, where he discusses what happens when we read 

the Bible. He argues that anyone who takes Scripture seriously will become an atheist, 

because the claims of the Bible are just too ludicrous and far-fetched. 

 

Certainly, if ever there was ever a person to be afraid of, it probably would be Penn. He is 

a militant atheist that is very well spoken and highly intelligent. He is also a well-known 

and famous figure in our culture. Not to mention, Penn routinely laughs at anything that 

has to do with Christianity. 

 

But, I want to tell you about one man, in particular, who stepped out in faith and 

obedience to the Lord. You can find this story on YouTube and it’s even retold by Penn 

himself.   

 

After one of his magic shows in 2010, Penn was meeting with fans when a man came up 

to him. This gentleman was very complementary about the magic show. After this, the 

man handed Penn a Bible and began talking about his faith. 

 

Now, after this discussion, Penn did not become a believer and follower of Christ. As far 

as I know, he is still a practicing atheist. But, this story reminds us that our fears are 

largely unfounded. 

 

Penn is probably one of the biggest mockers of Christianity in America today. And, yet, 

when one average ordinary man walked up to him, gave him a Bible, and had a cordial 

conversation, Penn was respectful, nice, and complimentary.   

 

Plus, who knows the seeds that were planted that day. This one man’s faithfulness could 

later play a massive role in Penn coming to know the Lord. 

 

Tonight, I share this story, because it should be a great encouragement to us.  
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When you battle with fears over what someone else is going to do, remind yourself that 

the conversation will probably go much better than expected. If this man can talk to Penn, 

surely, we can speak with our neighbors, loved ones, and family members. 

 

Then, third, I want to return back to a point that I shared on our very first week in this 

study. We have to remember that fear does not excuse us from the calling that we have 

been given.   

 

If we wait to share the good news of salvation until we reach the point when all fear is 

gone, then, we will never share the gospel of Christ with others. We will remain silent for 

the entirety of our lives.     

 

I know this is difficult to hear, but fear will always be there. Satan will do everything in 

his power to keep you from sharing salvation with other people. Also, as I have 

mentioned before, I have shared the gospel countless times and I still get butterflies. But, 

these inner emotions do not change our mission to be the Lord’s witnesses and 

ambassadors.   

 

In 2 Timothy 1:7, Paul shares a very important word. He says, “7 For the Spirit God gave 

us does not make us timid, but gives us power, love and self-control.” 

 

Ultimately, when Jesus saved and rescued us from sin, he did not make us into a new 

creation that hides from the world. He did not create us to sit in a corner, cowering in fear 

and timidity on the sidelines. 

 

Instead, God has given us a spirit of faithfulness, boldness, and courage. We can 

experience these good gifts when we remember that the Holy Spirit is inside of us and 

Jesus is with us. We can have the power to be the Lord’s witnesses who share the gospel 

openly when we rely upon the power of the Trinity, over and above ourselves. 

 

Again, we were not saved to be fearful. Instead, we were given the gift of salvation, so 

that we might share it with those who still need to hear and receive it. As Paul says in 2 

Corinthians 5:19, “God was reconciling the world to himself in Christ, not counting 

people’s sins against them. And he has committed to us the message of reconciliation.” 

 

Then fourth, there is one more truth that we need to remember, regarding the barrier of 

fear. We must remember what is at stake in this world. Yes, we are all busy. Our lives are 

filled with to-do lists, responsibilities, and errands to run. It seems like I have a thousand 

things to do every day. 

 

But, we cannot become so distracted by this life that we forget about the next life to 

come. Every single day, we are coming into contact with countless people who do not 

know Christ and have not received His salvation. 
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For a minute, think back to this spring and the pandemonium that reigned when the 

Coronavirus struck the world and our nation. Think about the chaos that ensued in 

grocery stores, hospitals, and our homes. 

 

In that crisis, so many people panicked, because they were reminded of their own 

mortality. They were reminded that their life is short and brief in the grand scheme of 

things. People did not want to die or face the facts that they are not invincible and 

immortal. Simply put, eternity was staring people in the face and they were terrified. 

 

But, this event was a great reminder to the church and the world that eternity is real. This 

life is but a gust of wind compared with heaven and hell. Ultimately, because eternity is 

coming for each and every person, this is why we must get out of our bubble and 

proclaim the truth. At Victory, what do I always say? We have in our possession the best 

news possible. 

 

We know an all-powerful God, who really does exist, who is perfectly holy, and has 

created this universe. We have a Savior, who gave up everything on our behalf, so that 

we might be saved and rescued from our sins.   

 

Amazingly, God does not expect us to be perfect, before we can experience salvation, 

new life, and the wonders of heaven. Instead, all he asks us to do is admit our sin, turn 

from it, and believe in him.  

 

As the church, why would we not share this message with others? Why would we allow 

fear to dictate our lives? Why would we live as if we are ashamed of Christ and his 

message?   

 

As Paul reminds us in 2 Corinthians 5:14, “Christ’s love should compel us.” It should 

drive us, motivate us, and give us the desire to have gospel conversations with others and 

tell them about this wonderful Savior that we have experienced.  

 

Tonight, I want to pause, any questions or comments that you would like to add? 

 

Just to summarize all that we have talked about tonight. We can defeat and overcome 

fear, when we remember that this emotion is from the enemy, most of our fears are 

unfounded, Jesus has saved us and is with us, and we have in our possession the best 

news possible. 

 

Next week, we will continue looking at how to overcome personal barriers that keep us 

from sharing the gospel of Christ. As I mentioned at the beginning, we will look at self-

doubt and rejection. 

 

For tonight, I want to close by giving you three, quick pieces of homework. One, I would 

like you to keep reviewing the gospel handout that I gave you. Read through it at least 

one more time this week. Two, I want you to keep your commitment that you gave me on 

our first night and I want you to continue praying for the individuals on your notecard. 
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Then, third. I have something new for you. I am asking you to memorize one more 

Scripture passage. It is Romans 5:8, which says, “8 God demonstrates his own love for us 

in this: While we were still sinners, Christ died for us.” 
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Wednesday Night Outline (Session 5) 

 

It is good to see you tonight. Thank you for your continued desire to be a part of our 

special, seven-week study. Last Wednesday, we used all of our time to look at a personal 

barrier, which can keep us from sharing the good news of Christ with others. 

 

If you remember, we specifically studied the topic of fear. When we are afraid, we can be 

tempted to remain silent. We can allow fear to completely dominate our thoughts and 

actions, to the point, that we are no longer faithful to the commands of God. 

 

Then, we looked at some of the ways that we can experience freedom from this personal 

barrier. We studied four key truths. One, we saw how fear does not originate with 

ourselves. Instead, this emotion and thought is given to us by Satan. He does this, 

because he does not want us to be people who speak out. 

 

Second, we also saw how many of our fears have no validity to them. Most people do not 

respond to the good news of Christ with hostility, hatred, or anger. Instead, people will 

either engage with you and listen to what you have to say, or they will calmly say no.  

That is not for me. Most people are very nice and cordial.   

 

Third, we studied how this personal emotion does not excuse us from the calling that we 

have been given. Whether we are afraid or not, we have been given the responsibility to 

go and tell. 

 

Then, fourth, I encouraged you to remember what is at stake. Every single day, we are 

coming into contact with countless people who do not know Christ, have not received his 

salvation, and have no assurance of eternity. 

 

Before we get started, just a quick question to review. What are the four key terms of the 

gospel? Also, did anyone memorize the Scripture passage that I asked you to look at last 

week? 

 

Tonight, we are going to look at two more barriers that keep us silent about the good 

news of Christ. Like fear, these are barriers that all of us face and will go through at 

certain parts of our lives. I want us to look at self-doubt and rejection. 

 

A few weeks ago, we briefly talked about self-doubt. We saw what we should do when 

we are afraid that we will not be able to say everything perfectly or that we might get 

tongue-tied. We also looked at what to do when we are afraid that we might mess up the 

gospel, skip something, or not say it just right.   

 

But, there is another idea, related to self-doubt, that I want us to focus on this evening.  

What do we do when we are talking with someone, and they ask a question out in left 

field? Or, they ask a question that we don’t know the answer to and is really difficult. 
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Now, just as an example, you are sitting down with someone and you are going through 

the four key terms of the gospel. You explain who God is and what sin is, and, then, you 

move to Jesus Christ. 

 

As you are talking about Jesus, the other person interrupts you and asks, “What is 

propitiation? Someone told me about that a long time ago and I don’t know what it 

means.”   

 

Or, you are talking about the resurrection of Christ. The other person says, “Hold up. I 

don’t believe in the resurrection. There is zero evidence outside of the Bible that 

substantiates and backs up this claim. It is just a fantasy and myth.”   

 

For most people, just thinking about questions and pushback like this causes their blood 

pressure to rise, their knees to shake, and their minds to be overwhelmed. Panic, stress, 

and anxiety quickly kick in. Within our lives, there are multiple reasons for this. I want to 

see if you can relate to any of these.   

 

One, many Christians are afraid of what they do not know. If they do not have all the 

answers, then, they think that the other person is going to reject the gospel and not come 

to Christ. So, many people believe that they have to know everything and be ready for 

any type of situation. 

 

Others are afraid of questions and pushback, because of embarrassment. They have been 

a Christian for years and even decades. With one question, the unbeliever can shine a 

bright spotlight on how little they know about the Bible and the Lord. As a result, you 

quickly become ashamed. 

 

Others doubt themselves and hate questions, because they have a hard time thinking on 

their feet. They can do pretty good if they practice and prepare ahead of time. But, if a 

curveball is thrown in, they don’t know what to do. 

 

Others battle with doubt and struggle with questions, because they have to stick to a 

routine. They put their nose down and go through the four points of the gospel without 

ever looking up. They cannot deviate from this message in any way. If someone asks 

something unexpected, this just throws the person for a loop and they are rendered silent. 

 

Sadly, many Christians respond to these struggles and insecurities by just giving up 

before they even get started. They say to themselves, “I cannot share the gospel, because 

I do not know enough about Scripture yet. Or, I do not know enough about God. Maybe I 

will tell someone about Christ later.” Sadly, the later never comes. 

 

Tonight, please hear me. As believers, we are not called to give up every time that we 

struggle or every time something does not go perfectly as planned. Instead, we are called 

to lean in, be faithful, and, with the help of the Lord, be obedient as his witnesses, even 

when curveballs are thrown in.   
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Now, with that said, let us transition and look at the how. In our gospel conversations, 

what should we do when we get difficult questions or pushback from someone else?  

Also, how should we respond when someone asks us something that we do not have an 

answer to? 

 

First, a great response is to simply say, “I do not know.” Now, you should not leave it 

there. You should not just admit your own lack of knowledge and then ignore the other 

person’s inquiry. Instead, after admitting that you do not know, you say, “but, if it is 

alright, I will look it up this week and get back with you as soon as I have an answer.” 

 

When you respond in such a way, you are opening the door for so many great 

opportunities. It is because, one, you are showing humility. You are showing the other 

person that you are human, and you do not have limitless amounts of facts in your brain. 

 

Two, by answering in this way, you are allowing yourself to learn and grow in 

knowledge. The hope is that, after the conversation has finished, you will go and look up 

the answer. Maybe you look on Google, you go buy a well-known book on this topic, or 

you can even come to me and I would be happy to help. 

 

Plus, telling someone else that you are going to go and research their question, this opens 

the door for more conversation. You can schedule a time to meet them again next week.  

Usually, the other person will say yes, because, they are genuinely interested. 

 

So, in talking with someone else, questions and follow-up allow you to talk further about 

the four points of the gospel. It allows the other person to think about what is said and 

possibly bring in a few more questions the next time that you meet.   

 

It is simply a fact. Not everyone is going to be instantly saved and come to know the 

Lord the first time that you share the gospel with them.   

 

But, the more time you spend with the other person, giving them information, answering 

questions, and patiently sitting, then, the more opportunities that God can work within 

their lives and break down spiritual barriers. 

 

Ultimately, when you remember this, you will no longer have to be afraid of questions, 

even when they are hard. Instead, you view them as a time of learning for yourself and as 

a way to further engage with someone else. 

 

In sharing a personal story with you; a few years ago, I was presenting the gospel to 

someone. Right after I discussed who God was, the other person asked, “Why did God 

allow my father to die? If God really exists, why did he not heal or save him?” 

 

As a human being, this is an impossible question to answer. Because I am not God, I am 

not privy to the mind and purposes of God. But, I knew that this gentleman genuinely 

wanted to know, because of how close he was with his father.   
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In the moment, I viewed his question as a prime opportunity. I told him, “To be honest, I 

do not have an answer. I do not know why God does certain things, why he heals some 

people in this life and why he chooses to not heal others. But, let me tell you what I do 

know.” 

 

From there, I was able to transition and easily move into the love and sacrifice of Christ.  

I even tied this portion of the gospel into the gentleman’s question. Since he knew how 

much it hurt to lose his father and to grieve over his death, I described how God the 

Father endured the same grief and pain, as he watched his own Son die on the cross. 

 

Yes, in the end, this man’s question was out in left field a little bit. But, it allowed the 

two of us to go deeper and to further engage with the everlasting truths of the gospel.  

Also, in the weeks that followed, we talked more about his father, the relationship that he 

had with him, and I was able to further bring in this idea to our discussions.   

 

This evening, I want to pause. Any questions or comments that you would like to add? 

 

Tonight, there is one more barrier that people struggle through. Many people are afraid of 

rejection.   

 

They are afraid that when they share the gospel with a loved one, family member, or a 

neighbor that the person will say no. They do not want anything to do with the good news 

of Christ.   

 

In light of this fear, many people simply remain silent and do not share anything at all.  

Inside, they hope that the other person will just magically become saved one day even 

though they have never spoken about the gospel with them.    

 

As Christians, how do we overcome this barrier? What do we do when the thought of 

rejection paralyzes us?   

 

Again, just like self-doubt, we can overcome this struggle when we put rejection in its 

proper place and we remember two key truths.   

 

One, we must never forget: salvation and the reception of the gospel is not up to us.  

Instead, this is completely the work of God. He is the one who saves people, when they 

turn to him and believe. He is the one who makes people new from the inside out.   

 

When we remember this, suddenly all pressure is off. Saving someone from their sins is 

not a responsibility that has been given to us. 

 

Instead, God simply expects us to share His message of salvation, and, then, he will take 

care of the rest. As Paul says in 2 Corinthians 5:19-20, “And he has committed to us the 

message of reconciliation. 20 We are therefore Christ’s ambassadors, as though God were 

making his appeal through us.”   
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Also, in Acts 1:8, Jesus says to both the disciples and us today, “You are My witnesses.” 

 

So, your job is not to save the world and every single person that you come into contact 

with. Instead, your job is to speak about Christ and his Good News.  

 

Yes, you practice sharing this message, so that you can improve in how you talk to and 

relate to people. You should try your best to memorize Scripture passages. But, you must 

never put so much pressure on yourself that you forget who is ultimately in control of 

people’s lives. 

 

As Paul reminds us in 1 Corinthians chapter 3, “6 I planted the seed, Apollos watered it, 

but God has been making it grow. 7 So neither the one who plants nor the one who waters 

is anything, but only God, who makes things grow.” 

 

In tying this back to our personal barrier, when someone rejects this gospel message, we 

don’t have to feel guilty, ashamed, or filled with introspection wondering what we did 

wrong. Instead, we continue to trust in the work and movement of God within someone’s 

life. We trust that he is in ultimate control. 

 

Within my life, I will be honest with you. The vast majority of times that I have shared 

the gospel, I have been rejected. More times than I count, over the last eight years or so, 

people have said no to the truth and salvation of Christ.   

 

Even though I wish things were different, this rejection is just a further reminder of the 

reality of sin and the need of salvation. It is also a reminder that God has not given up on 

this individual, and neither should I. I continue to pray that the Lord, in his timing, would 

save and rescue this person. 

 

Then, second, if someone rejects the gospel, it may not mean that they are completely 

hardened against the truth. They may just need more time to think about it, pray about it, 

and ask questions. 

 

I would encourage you to ask the person, “Could we meet again? I would love to talk 

with you further about some of these truths and answer anything else that might be on 

your mind.” 

 

If they say yes, then, that is a great sign that God is working, moving, and hopefully 

drawing this person to himself. On the flip side, if the person says no, you can still be 

nice, cordial, and respectful with their decision. 

 

We do not give up on this person and just throw them away. Instead, we continue loving 

them, serving them, and finding small opportunities to engage and share. 

 

We also continue praying for this person by name, just as you have been doing over the 

past few weeks.   
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We pray, “Lord, I want to pray for and lift up Marc Webb. You know his heart. You 

know that he has not received your salvation, nor repented from sin and believed in you.   

 

Lord, I pray that you would work in his life. I pray that you would change him from the 

inside out and transform his heart of stone into a heart of flesh. I pray that you would 

open his eyes and ears, so that he might understand the good news of the gospel and see 

his need of salvation. Thank you for hearing my prayer today. Amen.” That is it. 

 

Tonight, please hear me. When someone refuses to listen to the truth, this should break 

our hearts. It should grieve us deeply. But, the possibility of rejection should not keep us 

from being faithful ambassadors for Christ. 

 

In sharing a quote from author, Alvin Reid, he said, “rejection is an inevitable part of 

witnessing. Facing rejection rather than avoiding rejection is crucial. We must understand 

the reasons for rejection in order to face it to the glory of God.”12 

 

This evening, any questions or comments that you would like to ask? 

 

We will go ahead and stop there. Tonight, I want to close by giving you three quick 

pieces of homework. One, I want you to keep praying for the individuals on your 

notecard. 

 

Second, I am asking you to memorize one more Scripture passage. So far, you have 

memorized 1 Peter 3:18, Romans 10:9-10, and Romans 5:8. Now, for this week, I wanted 

to see if you could memorize one of the most famous verses in all of Scripture: Romans 

3:23. It says, “for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God.” 

 

If you can memorize this verse, then, you have now memorized Scripture passages for 3 

out of the 4 parts of the Gospel. When talking about sin, you can share Romans 3:23.  

When talking about Jesus, as well as our response, you can share Romans 5:8 and 

Romans 10. 

 

Third, I want you to review the gospel message and four key points on your own this 

week. If you can, bring back with you, either your pocked sized card or the small packet 

that I gave you a few weeks ago. Bring one or both of those with you next Wednesday. 

 
 

12 Alvin Reid, Evangelism Handbook: Biblical, Spiritual, Intentional, Missional (Nashville: 
B&H, 2009), 249. 
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Wednesday Night Outline (Session 6) 

 

It is good to see you tonight. Thank you for your continued desire to be a part of our 

special, seven-week study. Last Wednesday, we spent our time looking at two more 

personal barriers, which, if left unchecked, can keep us from sharing the good news of 

Christ. 

 

First, we studied self-doubt, especially in relation to hard questions that we cannot 

answer or when someone gives us pushback to the gospel. If you remember, we should 

not be afraid of questions. Instead, we should view them as wonderful opportunities to 

learn and further engage with someone else. 

 

Then, second, we also studied the idea of rejection and what happens when someone we 

love rejects the good news of Christ. When this occurs, we must remember two important 

truths.   

 

We must remember that salvation is not up to us. It is the work of God. Two, when 

people reject the gospel, we continue loving them, serving them, praying for them by 

name, and looking for further opportunities to share. 

 

So, that was last week. Tonight, as always, I want to ask you the same question. What are 

the four points of the gospel? Also, did anyone memorize the verse that I asked you to 

look at last week? 

 

Now, to start our time, I want to share a Scripture passage with you. In Ephesians chapter 

5, the apostle Paul tells us, “15 Be very careful, then, how you live—not as unwise but as 

wise, 16 making the most of every opportunity, because the days are evil.” 

 

As people, when we hear a text, such as this, our minds typically focus on the last phrase, 

when Paul says that the days are evil. We nod our heads in agreement and say, “Amen, 

without a doubt. This is certainly true, when we think about and see what is going on in 

our current world.” 

 

But, beyond the ending, I think the crux and most important part of this passage is what 

Paul shares at the beginning of verse 16, when he instructs us to, “make the most of every 

opportunity.” 

 

Certainly, there are many ways that you and I can fulfill this text. But, at least to me, I 

think one of the most important ways that we do this is by actively sharing the good news 

of Christ with others.   

 

It’s because, every single person in history and every single person living right now is a 

sinner. Even more serious, apart from Christ and his gospel, every sinner is headed 

towards judgment. This includes your children, grandchildren, siblings, parents, friends, 

and neighbors. 
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Every person that you love and care for, who does not know Christ and has not received 

his salvation, the only thing that is waiting for them is the promise of Matthew 7:13, 

when Jesus says, “For wide is the gate and broad is the road that leads to destruction, and 

many enter through it.” 

 

Now, thankfully, Jesus does not end his monologue here. He continues speaking and 

shares a life-changing truth. In verse 14, he says, “14 Small is the gate and narrow the road 

that leads to life, and only a few find it.” 

 

As believers, our job is not to physically move people from the broad road to the small 

and narrow road. As we studied last week, this is the work of God alone. He is the one 

who changes people from the inside out.   

 

But, as believers, we can and should tell others how the Lord can move them from the 

road that leads to destruction to the road that leads to life. 

 

We tell them of God’s existence, holiness, and power to create. We tell people about their 

sin and the wrath of God that is coming. We describe the wonders of Jesus’ sacrifice on 

the cross and the power of his ultimate resurrection. 

 

We go into detail on how someone can submit to the work of God by admitting and 

turning from their sin, believing in Jesus Christ, and publicly confessing this belief. 

 

Ultimately, we can make the most out of opportunity when we serve as Jesus’ 

ambassadors and witnesses, who openly speak his good news.  

 

In John 6:27, Jesus gives us a great word. In this chapter, Jesus had just fed the five 

thousand. Shortly after this miraculous event, he began teaching the same crowd. 

 

In verse 27, Jesus said, “27 Do not work for food that spoils, but for food that endures to 

eternal life, which the Son of Man will give you.” 

 

There’s too much here to go through all of this, but I think Jesus shares two applicable 

points with us, especially in regard to sharing the gospel. 

 

First, when Jesus tells us to work for food that endures to eternal life, he is not speaking 

literally. He is not telling us that there is eternal bread or pizza to work for. Instead, he is 

encouraging us to put the main portion of our focus, time, and attention on things that 

last. 

 

Truly, what is more eternal than the gospel, which talks about the path to salvation, new 

life in Christ, and the assurance of spending eternity with the Lord? As people, this is 

how we work for food that lasts. We speak truths that will never come to an end or rust 

and fade with time. We share with the others the eternal gospel that will never run dry. 
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Then, second, Jesus also talks about himself at the end of verse 27. Again, he says, 

“which the Son of Man will give you.” 

 

On one hand, Jesus is talking about eternal life. He is the one, alongside God the Father, 

who imparts this gift to us. But, I also think that Jesus is talking about our works. 

 

Meaning, if we obediently follow Jesus’ instructions and faithfully serve as his witnesses, 

then, Jesus will give us work that endures. He will give us opportunities to share truths 

with others. He will place people in our path that needs to hear the wonderful news of 

salvation and eternal life. 

 

Over the last few weeks, we have reviewed the four key terms of the gospel repeatedly.  

We have studied how to overcome personal barriers and be the Lord’s witnesses. We 

have gotten down in the weeds and looked at how to navigate conversations and answer 

questions. 

 

I have shared these truths, in order to open your eyes to the seriousness of the situation 

and the great callings that we have been given. The Triune God also recognizes that the 

days are evil. Because of this, he wants you to be ready to tell others what you have 

learned and experienced. 

 

This evening, any questions or comments that you would like to add? 

 

Tonight, there’s one more Scripture that I want to share with you. You should know it, 

because it is a part of our church’s mission statement. It is 1 Peter chapter 3, verse 15.  

The apostle says, “In your hearts revere Christ as Lord. Always be prepared to give an 

answer to everyone who asks you to give the reason for the hope that you have.” 

 

Now, the question is, “How can we be prepared? How can we be ready to share the hope 

of the gospel with someone else and make the most of every opportunity?” 

 

Together, we have done a few things already. Over the last couple of weeks, I have asked 

you to review the gospel, get acquainted with it, and get comfortable talking about it. I 

hope that your personal times of study and review have been beneficial and helpful to 

you.   

 

But, for tonight, I want us to go one step further. I want to give you some time to 

practice, maybe for the very first time, sharing the gospel with someone else. 

 

Last week, I asked you to bring with you either your wallet sized card or the packet 

which features the gospel in paragraph form. You can pull one or both of those out, if you 

have them with you. I also have extras, if anyone needs one. 

 

Tonight, I am going to split you up into teams of two. For the next few minutes, I want 

you to take turns sharing the gospel with your partner. You start with God and go through 

the four major points. You should also pull in and share some of the Scripture passages. 
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Then, when one of you finishes your presentation, you can allow the other person to go 

ahead and share the gospel. 

 

**Split into groups and have a time of practice** 

 

I hate to interrupt your practice, but we need to come back together again. As you 

probably noticed, it is one thing to think about the gospel and go over it in your mind. It 

is another thing to sit down and explain it to someone else. 

 

Thankfully, the more you review, practice, and meditate on the gospel, the easier it will 

be and the more natural it will come as you talk with other people. 

 

Now, as we begin to close, I have a challenge that I want to share with you. Over the past 

five weeks, I have been asking you to pray for the person or persons that you wrote down 

on your notecard. I hope that you have been praying for them each day. 

 

Now, this is where the rubber meets the road. This is where we step into our role as 

Christ’s ambassadors and witnesses. 

 

This week, I want to ask you a question. Will you take a step of faith and be courageous; 

will you trust in the Lord and fulfill the calling that you have been given by going and 

sharing the gospel with the person on your notecard? 

 

I hope that you can answer yes. You say, “I want to do that this week.” Granted, you may 

not know everything and your heart may not be perfectly stress free. You may be very 

nervous about doing this. But, will you be faithful to the Lord, over and above any fear 

that arises? 

 

If you answer yes, I want to challenge you to go to this person as soon as possible.  

Obviously, you may not be able to do it tonight. Will you do it on Thursday or Friday? 

 

I am challenging you to do this, as soon as possible, because the longer you wait, the less 

likely you will be to share this good news and the more Satan will convince you to do it 

later.   

 

When it comes to sharing the gospel with others, do not be a tomorrow person. Do not 

say, I will do it later. It is because, we will reach a point in our lives when tomorrow will 

not come and, for those around us, they will reach a point when tomorrow will not be 

there either. 

 

Therefore, as soon as possible, share the gospel with someone else. Fulfill this calling and 

mission with joy and thanksgiving and trust. Allow the Lord to use you, in a way that 

eternally changes the life of someone else. 

 

We will go ahead and stop there. Next Wednesday will be our final week of study. We 

will do a few things together. 
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One, we will begin by having a time of sharing. We will see if anyone wants to talk about 

their experience and what happened when they presented the gospel with someone else. 

 

I will also take the time to talk about my own experience. This week, I am also going to 

share the gospel with the people on my notecard. I am going to tell you what my 

conversations were like. 

 

Then, we will conclude next week by spending some time looking at personal testimonies 

and how these can also be an effective way to proclaim the life-changing truth of Christ 

with someone else. 
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Wednesday Night Outline (Session 7)  

 

It is good to see you tonight. Thank you for your continued desire to be a part of our 

special, seven-week study. Last Wednesday, we spent all of our time looking at a few 

more important truths related to sharing the gospel. 

 

One, we looked at Paul’s command and how he instructs us to make the most out of 

every opportunity (Eph 5:15-16). One of the ways that we do this is by actively sharing 

the good news of Christ with others.  

 

Because the days are evil, this is why the gospel is so important and this is why our 

calling is so vital. In this universe, the only thing that will change people from the inside 

out, the only thing that will push back the surrounding darkness, the only thing that will 

move people from the old order to the new creation is the salvation and gospel of Christ. 

 

Then, second, we also looked at the importance of not waiting. Meaning, we should not 

wait until tomorrow or later in our lives to share the gospel. Instead, we are called to 

proclaim this truth as much and as a soon as possible with others. 

 

Then, we concluded our time by having a time of practice together. If you remember, I 

split you up into groups of two and gave you some time to practice sharing the gospel 

with one another.   

 

At the very end, I gave you a challenge. I asked, “Will you take a step of faith and be 

courageous? Will you trust in the Lord and fulfill the calling that you have been given by 

going and sharing the gospel with the person on your notecard?” 

 

Tonight, I wanted to begin by giving us a few minutes to share. You do not have to, if 

you do not want to. But, I wanted to see if anyone shared the gospel this past week. And, 

if you did, would anyone like to talk about your experience? 

 

Maybe you could share who you spoke with, how the conversation went, how you felt 

doing it, or maybe some things that you did well and some things you feel like you need 

to improve upon. 

 

Would anyone like to share tonight? 

 

I want to thank each of you for your heart and the ways that you have served as a witness 

and follower of Christ. Hopefully, this past week can be the beginning of you growing 

more knowledgeable about the gospel and becoming more comfortable proclaiming it to 

those around you. 

 

Before we talk about one more item, I do have something that I want to ask of you. This 

is the survey that we took at the beginning of this study.   

 



   

173 

 

I would like us to take it again. In doing so, I would like us to see how much that we have 

grown and matured within our relationship with Christ over the last few weeks. 

 

Do not worry, there are no new questions. They are the exact same as when you first took 

it. But, hopefully, after six weeks of studying, you will see firsthand the wisdom that you 

have and a deep inner desire for obedience before the Lord. 

 

We will take about fifteen minutes to fill this out. Once you have finished, simply raise 

your hand. I will come by and pick it up. Also, if you don’t mind, be sure and write your 

name on it. Do not worry, no one else will see your answers. 

 

(Designate roughly 15 minutes for Survey) 

 

As we prepare to close our study, I feel like there is one more element that we need to 

look at together. Certainly, when talking with others, we need to go through the four 

points of the gospel. We need to describe who God is, what sin is, what Jesus has done, 

and what our response should be as people. 

 

But, I also want to talk about what it means to share your personal testimony with 

someone else. Simply put, this is all about telling a story. It is about communicating to 

other people the events that led you to receiving salvation, believing in the gospel, and 

becoming a new creation in Christ.  

 

Your testimony also includes the circumstances that God has brought you through, the 

trials that you have faced, and the many ways that the Lord has worked within your life.  

 

In conversations, especially with unbelievers, sharing this journey is so important. There 

are a couple of reasons for this. First, sharing your testimony usually has a high degree of 

human interest. Meaning, the more you describe your own life, the more someone else 

might open up and share their experiences with you.   

 

Second, your testimony can also be a great entrance into talking about the gospel. Of 

course, your life story should never replace the act of Jesus’ good news. Someone cannot 

be saved by listening to and believing your testimony. 

 

But, your story can be a powerful piece of evidence that God is real. People can see and 

hear firsthand how the Lord has had a noticeable effect and change in your life. 

 

Third, a personal testimony cannot be refuted. If you are sharing the gospel with someone 

who is hostile or angry at Christ, many times, they might try to disprove Scripture or they 

will try to change the conversation. Sometimes, they might even throw out complete lies 

about Christianity and the Lord.   

 

Yet, if you just honestly and humbly talk about what God has done for you, then, the 

other person has little to disagree with. They cannot disprove your story, because it’s 

yours. It is something that really did happen. 
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This evening, it is important to remember that these ideas are not just my random 

opinions. Thankfully, there are multiple examples in Scripture of people sharing their 

testimonies about who Jesus is and what He has done for them.   

 

Because of time, we cannot go through all of the biblical examples. But, there are two 

stories, in particular, that I want us to look at. 

 

First, if you have your Bible, turn with me to Acts chapter 22. We are going to start in 

verse 1. To give a little bit of context, Paul has traveled to Jerusalem. While he was 

visiting the temple, a group of Jews spot him and they instantly become very hostile. 

 

They rile up a large crowd, who tries to kill Paul, right on the spot. Thankfully, a 

commander in the Roman army hears this chaos and he quickly steps in to save Paul’s 

life. After a quick exchange, the commander allows Paul to speak before this angry 

crowd and mob. Starting in verse 1 of Acts 22, this is the message that Paul proclaims. 

 

Read Acts 22:1-21 

 

Within this story, there are a few things that we need to pay careful attention to. First, 

Paul uses the opening five verses to speak about his life, before he became a believer. He 

talks about being raised in Judaism and how he was educated. He also describes the 

persecution he carried out when he willingly killed Christians and placed others in jail.   

 

Then, beginning in verse 6, Paul transitions into talking about the moment of his 

conversion. He speaks about traveling on the Damascus Road, and the Lord flashing a 

brilliant light and speaking down to him. 

 

Then, in the latter part of his testimony, Paul describes his life, after becoming a believer.  

He talks about going to Ananias. He highlights being baptized, experiencing his sins 

being washed away, and, recognizing the Lord’s calling to go and preach the good news 

of Christ to the Gentiles. 

 

As readers, we can see how Paul used his salvation story as an act of witnessing. In 

speaking to this group of Jews, Paul used his life in order to illustrate how Jesus was real 

and true. Essentially, you could sum up the entirety of Paul’s testimony with this one 

sentence, “Jesus is the Savior of the world, and this is how he has changed my life.” 

 

Now, if you are familiar with this story, then, you know how it ends. Sadly, the people do 

not respond in a positive way. They reject Paul and the gospel. But, this does not change 

the fact that Paul was being faithful to his calling as an ambassador and witness for 

Christ. 

 

Tonight, I want to pause there. Any questions or comments that you would like to add? 
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There is one more passage that I want us to look at together. Thankfully, this one has a 

more positive outcome. If you could, turn with me to John chapter 4. I would like to start 

in verse 39 and read down through verse 42. 

 

All of you should be very familiar with this story. We talked about it a few weeks ago.  

As Jesus is traveling with his disciples, he meets a Samaritan woman. They have a brief 

exchange, in which Jesus reveals some very important details about who he is. He also 

reveals some intimate details about this woman’s life.   

 

After their brief conversation, the woman leaves Jesus and returns to her town. She 

proclaims to everyone what she has witnessed and heard. She urges other Samaritans to 

come and see Jesus for themselves. 

 

All of this leads to verse 39 and I want us to pay particular attention to the power of this 

woman’s testimony. 

 

Read John 4:39-42 

 

In this section, verse 42 serves as the apex of this account. Again, it says, “We no longer 

believe because of what you said, for we have heard for ourselves and know that this 

really is the Savior of the world.” 

 

Here, there are a couple of truths to remember. First, this woman’s testimony brought 

these Samaritans to Jesus. If she had not told them about her exchange with Christ, they 

probably would have never met him.   

 

They would have simply carried on about their day, and Jesus would have moved on to a 

different town. But, because she was faithful in sharing her experience, this made people 

interested and curious about the Lord.   

 

Second, after the people come and see Christ for themselves, it says in verse 41 that they 

believed in Jesus. Yes, this woman’s testimony did not save the Samaritans. Her words 

drew them to the truth, and then, once they experienced Christ for themselves, they were 

able to believe. 

 

This evening, because of time, we cannot go through other Scripture passages. In your 

daily devotions, if you would like to read more stories, in which people share their 

testimony, you are welcome to study Acts 26. Paul shares his salvation story with King 

Agrippa and Festus. Also, another passage to read is Luke 8, 26 to 39. 

 

Now, as we prepare to close, I want to end by sharing a quote from author, Sam Chan.  

He says, “Our testimony demonstrates that the gospel works.”13 

 
 

13 Sam Chan, Evangelism in a Skeptical World: How to Make the Unbelievable News about 
Jesus More Believable (Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 2018), 118. 
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Meaning, our testimony shows others that the message of the gospel is true and it has a 

life-changing effect. So, during a conversation, we are not just making claims about who 

God is or what Jesus has done two thousand years ago. 

 

Instead, when talking with others, our lives serve as real, genuine, living, breathing 

examples. When we tell people that Jesus can make them new, when we tell others that 

God exists and He is perfectly holy, when we describe our own sin and failures, a 

testimony shows people that these claims are true. They too can be changed just like we 

have been changed. Again, your life story shows others that the gospel works. 

 

This evening, we will go ahead and close there. Thank you so much for being a part of 

this seven-week study. I pray that you have been blessed and encouraged by it. I pray that 

you have been strengthened and emboldened to share your faith with others. I also hope 

that you have been able to overcome some of your own personal barriers and doubts. 

 

Even though this study is coming to an end, our mission as believers does not. Going 

forward, all of us are still called to be Jesus’ ambassadors and witnesses in our daily 

lives. 
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This project seeks to equip the members of Victory Baptist Church in 

Shelbyville, Kentucky to faithfully share the gospel and follow the biblical pattern set 

forth in Acts 1:8. Chapter 1 presents the ministry context of Victory and the goals of this 

project. Chapter 2 exegetes Acts 1:8 for the purpose of calling every Christian to be a 

gospel witness within their circle of influence and to the far reaches of the globe.  

Chapter 3 presents the physical and spiritual barriers that must be overcome, with the 

help of the Holy Spirit, in order to be a gospel witness. Chapter 4 describes the specifics 

of the project, including the training curriculum and the results of gospel conversations.  

Chapter 5 evaluates the effectiveness of the project based on the completion of the stated 

goals. The ultimate aim of this project is to successfully equip the members of Victory 

Baptist Church to be faithful, gospel witnesses for Jesus Christ.   
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