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MIN@TES, &0

isT. THE Introductory Sermon was reacixe
tan, from the 5th chapter of Romans, 1st vl::rae ¢ d“b{‘hi:;(;tg;ig Db‘w'd m‘*”"
I by faith, we have peace with God, through our Lord Tesus Cl ving justifip
{ 2nd. Received letters and messengers from the followin ‘ugt. -
pt ; (those in Zialics, are oxdained Mmlsters) § churches, ta,
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vedar Creek - - J. Movris, W, Abel, J. Rogers, 0 5 1 11310 69
t'oxe’s Creek, - WMoses Picrson, Isaac Taylor, W : :
. Kipg Wm May, - » - 110 6 4000 13%
;-xmpson 8 Cred., Walter Stallard; Wm. Davis D. ; .
Lewis, P. Tichenory - - 1011 8 21920 259
Mdlcreek,: N.C. . Linthecum, T. Hubbard, T.
3 . Lewis, R. Batsel, - - « 0 9 1 1100 &7
t’lount Moriah, J. Hamilton, B. Harned, - « 0 2 1 0000 88§
Wilson’s Creelsy, I). Walker, W. Chenowith, Jas,
| Caldwell;, - - - - - 0 4 0 8000 80 L3
Rolling Fork, 8. Miller, J: Edehn;M.Marshall D 1 0 6000 20 s
Severns’ Valley; Anthony Vernon, J.Rogers, 2 8 1L 0010 48
Notin, - - s MeDugal, D. Thurman, C. .
s s Wm@w S e
! = e « o b e 1218 2 8060 14¢
Elethel, “« « W.Cash, R.'Fabb,J.Gray, 2 4 1 2000 86
ill Creek, H: Cs 3.J. Shelton W.HawkinsJ.Nall-5 7 38 0000 72
Union, - ~ = Thomas Duval;, - - = - 0 6 4 0000 5%
Litile Uniony ~ A. M’Donnall, Gevs Wells, A, ; -
! : : Bridges, - 5% - 594 1 2100 117
Otter Creck, 8. Brown, Thos Robmson, . - '
! Vanmeter, - - = - - 24 2.8 0001 - 8f
Balems J. Lewis, W Kendall;, - <=+ © 2 0 0000 -268.
Mount Zion, David Greenewalty - - - = 0 0 8 50082 3@
Rudes® Creeky ~ John C. Hicks, N, Englisli, G. ;
| H(’lm, J' B,and, e = - 20 0 2 G O 0 0 47‘
ENewbope, M. Nall, W, Kendrick, jr. = 8 1 @ 0000 30
¢l 81 84 98 2L 4 38 3 1640

. 8d. Brother Thomas Hubbard chosen Moderator, Jo. Lewis clerk,” :
| 4th. Received letfers and messengers from the following corresponding assos
tiations, to wit :<From Elkhorn, no letter sent but brother Edmund Waller
received as her Messenger—from Long Run, by Bretliren Benjamin Alleny
Geo. Waller, Francis Davis & Wm. Stout—from South District, W, Stivman, &
{Wm. Thurman—from Green River; by Ralph Petty & A. Nicholds—from Rus-
'gels Creek, by Standley Walker, Horatio Chandler; & Samuel Owens-«-from ;
Goshen, Samuel Anderson & Isaac Whitaker, -

5th. A letter from Blue River association, state of Indiana, reguesting a cors’
respondence with us, which was agreed to; and her Messengersy Brethren -

dgmes Cyge and Jacob Fowler, toak Uzm seats accordinglys
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Pear RRETBREn—-It is custamary with us at our annual meeting ; fa
giddress you by letter——what we have done oui minutes will shew. The gub-
ject nftpis address will be the antiguity of eur faith. All sécts trace their origin
to the Apostles : or at least to. the early ages of christianity; but many have
aken much pains and labored hard to cut off the bdpfiafs(fi’ ;m this common re-
freat 3 they have often asserted, and tried to prove; that {he people, now called
bapusts, origimated with the mad-men of Munster, about the year 1522. We
bave only to say to this statement, that if is not true : and notwithstanding ail
that has been said to the contrary, we still date the origin of our sentiments
and the begimiina‘ of our denomination, about the year of our Lord 29 or 50 5
for at that time, John, the baptist, began to ¢mnerse professed beleivers 1x Jor=
dan and Enon. 'The first christians, we believe, under the gospel dispensation,
were all baptists, and we think they will all be baptists again, when they are
all brought to keep the ordinances of Christ as they were first s¢delivered to the
saints.”?  Tor almost three centuries baptism was, inégne main, rightly admin-
isiered by all parties ; for they required a pmfcsgmn of faith, and all im-
mersed. We donot pretend that the primitive saints were called baptists—all
went under the general name of christians 3 and when they begun to file off
into parties, they took the names of the men by whom they were led : it is not
the history of a name, but the prevalence of a principle, of which we ave in
search.” No denomiunation of protestants can trace the origin of iis name farther
' back than about the time of the reformation 3 and most of them have origina-
ted since that period. We suppose, it was about this time that our brethren be-
gan to be called bapiists instead of ana-bapiists, But that all the primitive
- christians would have been called baptisis, if sentimental names had then been
~ inuse 3 and that theré always has been a people on earth, from the introduc-
~ tion of christianity, who have held the leading sentiments that the baptists now
~ hold, and alwsys have been pecuhaﬂ distinguished, is a point which we most
- firmly believe; and which™Wwe's now a’ttempt to prove. We know that ail
- denomiunations takethis ground, & attempt to prove that their sentiments have
existed from the Apostles through every age. We are not about to dispute the
. pretenfions or proof of any one sect in christendom, It is not our abject to
shew what is not true respecting them 3 but what is true respecting ourselves.
. With most dissenting denominations, the baptists find something with which they
agree ;. but in the article of baptism they differ from all. While their brethren
all around admit infants to baptism, they have always confined the right fo
Professed believers 5 and, a baptism withou! immersion, is, in their opinion,
o baptism. The baptists have been distinguished from other sects, notonly in
. the views of the subjects and mode of baptism, but they have always held to
other sentiments, peculiae to themgselves, and which they consider jmportant
truths. The supporters of believers baptism, have, under every form of gov-
L erument,been the advocates for liberty, & for this reason,they have never four-

ished much,except in those governments where seme degree of freedom has been
maintainéd.  Arbitra ary states have ‘always oppnessed them, and driven them
- for refuge to milder regions. - 'They cannot live in tyrannical states, and free
. countries are the only places to seck for them ; and all the favor they. as clivis-
- tians, have asked of civil governments, has been to give them their bibles and
et them alone.  The absolute independence of churches they have maintained.
Learning thay have esteemed in its proper place 5 but they have also uniformly
maintained that the servants of G »d, may preach his gospel without if, 'The
distinction between their xmmsters and brethren, is less than in almost any o-
ther denomination of christians, we have attempted to gl\e a brief description,
of some of the feading prmmples of the baptists, and wherein they differ from,
\ofLex secls of christians, We will mow endeavor (o give eoime fow sketchs.
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- existed from the Apostles through every age. We arenot about to dispute the

pretentions or proof of any one sect in christendom, It is not our object to
shew what is not true respgcting themgsbut what is true respecting ourselves,
With most dissenting denominatious, the baptists find something with which they
agree 3 but in the article of baptism they differ from all. While their brethren
all around admit infants to baptism, they have always confined the right to
professed believers ; and, a baptism without immersion, is, in their opinion,

50 bapizsm. The baptists have been distinguished from other sects, not only in
- the views of the subjects and mode of baptism, but they have always held to

other sentiments, pec uliar to themselves, and which they consider importaut
truths. T'he supporters of believers baptism, have, under every form ol' gov-
ernment,been the advocates for liberty, & for this reason,they have never ffour-

ished much,except in those governments where some degree of freedom has been
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@ of the hisiory of that class of christians, whom, w¢ consider, held the aama
fuith, in the primitive ages, that the baptists now do ;—and here we have to
embrace a perwd of about fifteen hundred years, most of which tiihe the
church was in the wilderness and for that reason we cannot expect fo learn
much respecting her.  No human pen has recorded her Listery with any de-
gree of correctness. In travelling down the records of a worldly sanctuary, we
get a glimpse, now and then of the friends of godliness, and we generally bea
bold them destitute, afflicted and tormented, Anticlirist sent his archers mto
the wilderness, to hunt' the disciples of Christ, and by them seme repvr.n
have been communicated of theiv character and situationg but, after all, we
know very little of the eal church of Christ forthe long lapse of many hundred
yeoars. ‘From the Ifew Testament account of the primitive christians, we are
Ted to think they wers baptisis ; but we will guote the account given of them by
a fow authors, and then the reader may ]udge for himself.  Mosheim was no
friend to ths baptists, and yet he has made many important concessions in their
favor. In relating the history of the primitive church, he gives a description
avhich will not certainly- apply to any sect in christendom, except the baptists,

@ Baptism,” he nh@mves, é was admiuistered in the first century, without the :

publlc assembles, in places appeinted for that purpose, aud was performed by
immersion of the whole body in water.” Respecting of church discipline, the
game author ohservea, ¢ the chmche.s in those early times, wers enlirely ins
dependent, none of them subject to any foreign jurisdiction, but each one gove-
erned by its own rules and laws. A bishop or preacher, duving the first and
gecond century, was a person who had the care of one christian assembly; in
this assembly he acted not so much with the authority of a8 master as with the
weal and diligence of a faithiful servant.”.-[_Moehﬂm, vol, 1, page 108, 104,
105, and 126.

« There was,” says Rolinson, ¢ among primitive christians, an uniform be-
fief that Jesus was the Christ, and a perfect barmony of affection. When con-

gr eganmzs mu"xphcd so that they became too numerous to- assemble in ons

Praveythey‘pavied into sepagate companies ; and so, again and again ; bus
there was no schlsm on the contrary, ail held a common union, and a member
of onecompany was a member of all. ; if any person removed from one place
to veside at another, he received a leiter of attestation which was given and ta-
%en as proofs  One church never- pretended to inspect the affairs of anothers
nor was there any dominion over the conscience of any individual. Overt acig
were the only objects of censure, and censure was nothing but voting a man
aut of the community.” We think if any candid man will compare the different
denominations of christians of the present day, with these descriptions of the
Pprimilive church, he will got be at a loss to determine which comes the near-
est to it. But Mr, Robinson goes farther § determines the matter, just as a
bap.ist believes. He says, ¢ during the three first centuries, christian cons
gregations, all over the east, subsisted in separate and independent bodies, un-

_supported by government, and consequently without any secular power over

one’ avother, and though all the fathers of the four first ages doww to Je-

rome, were of Greece, Syria, and Afvica, and though they give great numberg ,

of histories of the baptism of adults, yet there is not one record of the baptismi
of a child, till the year 370, when Galatis, the dying son of the Empéror Va-
fins, whs baptised by order of a monarch who swope he would net be contra-
dicted. 'F'he age of the prince is uncertain, and the assigning of his illness as
the causeof his baplism, indicates clearly, that infant baptism was not in pra-
tice. "I'he first council of Nice took motice of two sort of dissenters. The
cathari or puritans, and paulianists; the first baptised all that joined them by trine
immersion, (z. é. tadip three times) on their own profession of faith. The Jatter
baptised by dipping once.” Benédict says, in his History of the Baptists, ps

- 402, 1ithat the ;.Stabjssh&d Gresks uhlﬂ'Ch held bath the subjectand (ha gedg s
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Haptiem, as the Brstinstitution prescribed for 4 or 808 yoars, lnsing the anby
}ect by degrees, but retaining the modsa to this day,” (1818.) And that the buli
of the dissenters, perhaps all, retained both the subject & the mode, always dip-
ping, and never dipping any but on their own personal professions of faith. He
#lso says, much the same may be said respecting the church of Rome. Moy
sheim, always disposed to be the-advocate of the great body, which he calls the
chuvch. has; amidst his severe strictures on the Novatians, (a dissenting sect,)
given” them a character which all the evangelical christians ‘in the main will
approve. « 'This gect,” says he, ¢ gunnot be charged with having corcupted
the doctrine of christianity by their opinions; their crime was, that by the un-
geasonable severity of their discipline, they zave occasjon fo the most deplora-
ble divisions, and made an unhappy vent in the church.” They considered the
‘christians as a society where virto and innocence reigned universally ; and
none of whose members, from their entrance into it had defiled themselves with
any erronious crime, it was from hence also, that they assumed the titlo of the
pure, And what sliewed stiil a morg exteavagaut degree of vanity and arro-
gance, {this language is perfectly understood by alj adyocaies for believers
‘baptism.] they oblige such as come over to them from the general body of
- ehristiauns, to submit to be baptised a sgcond time. as a necesgary preparation for
sutering into their society.—(Mosheim, vol. 2, p. 2480,

Robinson, in his ecclesiastical vesearcles, page 240, says, ¢ while dissens
ters were permitied to reside in Spain, they were in general called ana-baptistss.
they baptised converts from pagans and Jews, and re-baptised all catholics,
who came over to their communion, and they baptised none without a personal
~ confession of faith.?? ~ We will next turn our attention to the great body of the
Waldensian chrislians who appear to have kept <sthe faith as it was once
delivered to the saints,” in the dark ages of popery. 'The Waldensian
heresy was by the catholice counted the aldest in ‘the world, and the most
formidable to the charch of Rome. This people, for a number of centu.
ries had their chief residence in the vallies of Piedmont, and from thence, in
process of-time they spread-ever-mest-of the countrice in Burope. Doctor
Allix, in his history of the churches of Piedmont, gives this acconnt of the origin
of the Waldenses, that for 500 years or more, the Eishop of Rome aitempted to
subjugate the church of Milam under his jurisdictjon, and at last the interest of
Rome grew too potent for the church of Milam, pianted by one of Christs disci-
ples, insomuch, that the bishop and the people, rather than own their jurisdic-
fon, retired to the vallies of Luceni and Augrogne, and thence were called Val-
~ lens Waldenses, or the people of the vallies. President Edwards, as quoted by
Mr, Merril}, in hia miniature history of the baptist, has the following observa-
. tion respecting these ancient witnessess for the truths «It is supposed that these
people first betook themselves to this desert, secret place, among the moun-
tains, to hide themselves from the severity of heathen persecutions, which were
before Constantine the great.”> And thus the woman fted into the wilderness
from the face of the serpent, as refated in the Revelation. Crang, in his histo-
ry of the United Brethren, as quoted by Iyimey, page 57, has the following
- statement respecting the origin of the Waldenses : ¢ These ancient christiuns
who, beside the several names of reproach given them, were at length deno-
minated Waldenses. They date their origin from the beginning of the fourth
centary, when one Leo, at the great revolution in religion, under Constantine
the great, opposed the innovation of Sylvister Bishop of Rome, &c. Everoi-
nus, of Steinfield, in the diocege of Cologne, wiote to Bernard a little before the
year 1140, concerning certan heretics (as he called them) in his neighboroood,
he was perplexed in his mind concerning them, and wrote for a resolution of
this doubts to the renowned abhot. Some extracts of this letter are quotedby
Benedict, in his his history of the baptists, p. 113 and 114, and is as follows
s¢ "There have been some beretics discovered among us, near Cologne. - One of

#is hishops and his cowpanjogs, openly opposeg us in the agsewbly of the
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the clerzy, and Imty, in the presence oi the arch-bishiop of E,@'inqne ami off
many of the nobility, defending their heresies-by the words of Christ and the
Amst!m They do not hd.evcmtdnt baptism to be a duty, alleging that pass
szge cf the gospel, whosever shall Lelieve aund be baptised shail be savedy”—
Chessanian, in his bistory of the Albigenses, Las given the following very can-
did account of those peopif ¢ Some wmers," says he, ‘¢ aflirm the Albigen-
ses approved not the baptism of “infants ; others, that they entu'ely ‘:hy ited
this holy sacrament,as it were of no use to either great or small,the same may ha
said of the Waldenses, though some aflirm that the ey have alwavs baptized their
ciuiuren, this diffevence of rmtimt's kept lmgpscmeume in suspense, before I could
ome te be resolved on which side the trath lay, at last considering what St.
Reruard saith of this matter in his 66’h Homily on the secoud chapter of the
‘gang of Songs, and e reason he brings to refute this error, and also what he
wrote, 1 cannot deny but the Albigenses, for the greater part, were of this 0=
piuion, and that which confirms me” yet worein this belief is, that in the his-

" fory ofthecity of Ereves there were some who denied. that the sacrament of

baptism was available to the sa!vatmn of infants, and one Catharine Saube whe

was burnt at Mountpelier for being of the same mind of the Albigenses in not
hehsvnvg the traditions of the Rom.sia church was of the same mind, respect-
ing infant baprism as it is recorded in the Register of the town house of the

said city of Mountpelier, the tvuth is (continues Lhessaman) they did notre ;ect
the sacrament and'say, it was useless, but only. counted it unnecessary to in-
fants, because.they are not of age to believe, nor capable of giving evidence of
their faith, T'he above statement iu part is corroborated by docter Wall in his
history of infant baptism, and as he was desirous of establishing the contrary

“epinion, his concessions in our favour are certainly of weight.  Speaking of

the Petrobrussians.whom he calls a sect of the Waldenses, he says withdrawing
thomselves frem the church of Rome, which was then very corrupt- they did
reckon infaut baptism as one of the corpuptions and accor quly renounced.it, &
practised only adult baptism (part 2d, chapter 7th sections 5, 6, 7) Mosheim in
his bclesm«mral history speaking of Peter de Bruis. who was a - celebrated Itin-
d who was u"mt to da.am by an cnraged populace at St, Giles,
= 5 tha mfof his"fénds ‘was fhat 1o person'
whatever was to be lmpnaed béfore they wers come to the full use of reason,

“Lhe testimony of Mr. Brandt respocting the anﬂqmty of the churches and of
“theip sentiments respecting the baptism of infants is of importance to our ar-

gument, he says that the errors and uafty inventions of popery had never been
able to find a passage to these people since being shut up in their vallies sepa-
mte feom  the rest of the wm..d9 and conversing chiefly among themselves—

they had retained a great deal of the simplicity and p arity of the apostolic
doctrino,that this antiguity of the doctr‘meofthe waldensesis acknowledged even
by their greatest enemies, some of. them likewise rejected infant baptlsm.-—- To
corvoborate this last clause, mady things are produced by Doctor Allix in his
remarks on the ancient churches of Pndmrmt, and he comes to the following con-
clusion : let'things have been as they might, itis plain they were utterly ag'unst
infant baptism,  About the year 1160 lived the noted Arnold of Brescia, who
eminenstly opposed the Romish corr uptmns and amongst some notions lmpqu.

to him, it is observed there ‘was yet a more heinious thing laid to his charge *,

which was this, that he was unsound in his judgment about iufant baptism,
there also is a letter of Everenus to St. Bernard wrote a little before the year
1146 wherein he speaks clearly of a sect which approved of adult baptism; the
words of the letter are these: «'Lhey make void the priesthood of the churchy
and condemu the sacrament, besilles baptism, only, and this only in those who
were come to age, who they say are baptized by Christ himself, whosoever be
thesninisters of the sacram‘“m. "hey do not bt,lexve infant baptism alledging
that pm,f of the Ghycl whosogver shall beliove & he-bapiized shall be saveds”-

t
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The same learned gentleman gives us an extract taken by Claudius Caissord,
out of an old mavuscript wrote by Rainerus a friar against the Waldenses,
wiierein he has these words : they say that when first a man is baptized, then Le
is received into this sect, - Some of them hold that Baptism isef no advantage
to infants, hecause they cannot actually believe (Ivimey page 60, 61,62, 63 &

64.) Dr. Wall allows, that the Lateran council, under Innccent the 2nd in the

year 1139, condemned Peter Bruis, and Arnold of Brescia, whe seems to have
been a follower of Bruis, for rejecting infant baptism (Ivimey page 25.) Bishop
Bossuet, a catliolic, cemplaining of Calvins party, for claiming an apostolical
succession through the Waldenses, observes s‘you adopt Hewry and Peter kyuis
fmong your predecessors, but buth of them, every body knows, were ana-bap-

o cist,” esthe Waldenses,” says Francowitz, ¢scent alittle of ana-baptisms”? éyes,”

feplies Limborehy #to say honestly what I think- of all the madern seets of
christians, the Dutch baptist most resembles both the Albigenses, and the Wal-
‘denses ; but particularly the latter’?  [Robinsons recearches page 47 6.7 Tore-
capitulate the sum of the preceding exiracts, we find that the 'Waldénses, by
whatever name they were called, were constantly, for the space of many centu-

ries, charged with the heinious crime of denying infant baptism ; and that the -

reasons which they give for so €oing as taken from the mouths of their enemies,
were many of them verbatim and all of them in substance just such as the bap-
tist now give ; have not then the baptists good reasons for believing that the
WWaldenses were generally of their sentiments. Doctor Mosheim, notwithstand-
ﬁng all the hard names wlich he has bestowed on the baptist, has in the follow=
ing passage, put this matter beyond all doabt or disputation 3 the true origin
(says he) of that sect which acquired: the denomination of the ana-baptist by
their adminisiering anew the riteof baptism to those who came over te theip
communion, is hid in the remote depth of antiquity, and is of consequence difii-
cult to be ascertained, (this we lock upon as a most important concession by
one of our most powerful adversaries) this account utterly refutes the long ve-

peated slandersus story that the baptist originated with the mad men of Diun-

ster, in the year 1522, ‘Lhis uncerviainty, counlinues, the doctors-will fiorape-
pear surprising when it is considered, that this sect started up all of 2 sudden

in several countriesat the same point of time, under leaders of different talenis,
-and different intentions, and at the very point of time when the fiyst contest of
the reformers with the Roman pontiff diew . the attentionsof the world, apd em-
‘ployed the peus of the learned in such a manuer, as to render all othier objects
-and incidents almost-matters of indifference, the modern Menonists net esly
‘considered themselves as the descendants of the Waldenses, who were so griev-
ously oppressed and persecuted by the despotic heads of the Reman church,
but pretended moreover to be the purest offspring of these respectable sufferers,
being equally averse to all principles of rebellion on the one hand, and aH sug-
gestions of fanaticism on the other, (in the above guotation it is acknowledged
that the origin of the baptist is hid in the remote depths of antiquity )  In the

following passage the same subject.is amplified and more fully explaived, it

may be observed that the Menorites (that is the baptist of Germany) are not

“‘enfirely mistaken when they boast of their descent from the Waldenses and e.

ther ancient sects ; who are usually considered as witnesses of the truth in the
times of universal darkness and superstition, before the rise of Luther ‘and Cal-
vin, these lay concealed in almost ali the countries of Europe ; many persors
"who adhered to the doctrine which the Waldeuses, Wickliflites and ‘B ussitess
had maintained, viz : that the kingdom of Chuist or the visible church be bad

established upon earth, was an assembly of true and real saints, and ought

therefore to be inaccessible to the wicked, and unvighteous ; avd also exempt
from ail those instituticns which human precedence suggests, to oppose the pro-
* gress of iniquity or to correct and refoym transgressors ; this maxim is the true
source of all the peculiarities that are to be found in the religious doctrine and
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"ﬁiﬁ(ﬁp\"mé of the Menonites, and it s most certain that the greater partof thes¥

pecaliavities were approved of by fmauy of those who before the dawn of the res
frmation, enterfained the notion alveady mentioned, relating to the visible
shurch of Christ, (Mosh@im vol. 4, pages 424 & 429,)this grand maxim (says
Penedict,) «which is thus acknowledged to be the true source of all the pecus
liaviiies of the Menonitests and of all Waldenses, is most fairly stated, & when
stripped of all the verbose attire, with which the 'leax:hed doctdr has arrayed, it
is by every baptist most heartily adopted, this raaximn goes to exclude all t.hc
inventions and traditions of men and infant baptism amongst the rest ; with
this maxifh in his heart and his Bible in his hund a baptist marches forward in

Lis religious course, and leaves the werld and worldly christians to disputfe a<-

mong themselves, about the traditions of the Fathers; and rites which God ne-
ver commanded” (Benedicts history of the baptists, page 130.) We know
that Irenabus is represented as saying, ssthe church received a tradition f}‘“m.
the apostles to adminisier baptism to little children or infants,” Irenaens lived
in the second centur®s he is said to bave been s disciple of Polycarp, and Poly-
carp was n disciple of John the Evangelist ; this would seem to be gelting with-
in beiween one and two hundred years of the point. But doctor John Gill
challenged the whole literary world to produce such a passage from the wri-
tings of Iranaeus ; it was afterwards acknowledged that Origin, of the third
century and not Irenaeus of the second; was the writer imendevd. (see Backnus®
history, volume 2 page 238.) Butitis generally believed that Tertuilien of Afs
rica in the third century is the first writer who makes mention of infant bap-
tism ; «and be,” says doctor Gill, «opposed if, but this opposition is considered
by pedo-baptists as evidence in the case,” Sif* say they, “iniant baptism, wad
not then practised why did the Fathers oppose it,” but others make very dif-

ferent reflections on the subject. The catechumen siate had arisen to soma

degree of maturity in the third century—eatechumens were those who were
put intoa class to be catechised and instructed into the first rudiments of chris-
tianity, and when they hadi acquired a certain degree of knowledge or had
been in a catechuman state a certain time, they were baptized. This method
of making christians is supposed to have originated at Alexandria in Egvpt,
~ and from thencein process of time spresd over the christian world.  Nothing
of this catechumen state is found in the %ew Testament. and &t what time it
eommernced we have not been able to learn—Robinson supposes it was at the
close of the second or the beginning of the third century. It guined maturi-
ty in its progress, and continued a popular and prevalent establishment, so
long a8 it was needful, catechumens were generally persons in a state of mi-
nority, sometimes however, those of maturc age were enrolled among children,
and when christ:anity became a political engine, princes were added to thelist,
and were catechised a while before they were baptized The catechumen state

continned 88 long 2¢ minors were subjects of baptism, but when it was found

out by the skillful priests that infants came into the worid erying for baptiem,
and that they would be doemed to eternal perdition, if they should die wiiki<
out it, the business of cstechising become not only useless, but impracticable—
godfathers and godmothers stood forward to answer all the questions which
childrer used to answer for themselves, they took the whole responsibility of
their faithfulness upon themselves, and promised what was never or seldem
- performed either by the chiidren or sponsora. The catechumen state beis
thus superceded by a more expeditious method of making christians,it dwindled
away and fell into disuse. :
We will close. this letter with a few observations. The Waldenses, like the
scriptures, bave been resorted to by all parties of protestants, in defence of

their peculiar sentiments, this eircumstance induced many Jearned men of dif-’

ferent communities to investigate the history of this paople with more care &
attention than itis any ways likely would otherwise have been done, they doubt-

less had no thought of helping the cause of the baptists, who were at the time
~of these alercations universally despised and trodden under foot, but it bas ge-



e

S e

. e

9

‘happened that thess researches have furnished them with important evidence
which was notintended for their use, and it now appears plain, that of all par.
ties the baptists have the best elaim to the ancient Waldsnses, as their prede=
cessors, but those researches which' assisted the baptists in their inguiries into
the character of the Wxidenses have caused them much perplexity aud troubie,
for the researches having each one a different standard sst up wenr in quest
of & people who would conform to it—rihe natural consequence was, that ihey
were all tempted to mould the character of the Waldenses to suit their views.
The pious Milner is & notable example of this kind. ' But a number of older
writers who do not seem to have thought of the baptists nor% the least sas~

ected that they would desire any sdvantage from their staiements, huve
told without reserve all that the accusers of their peopie said of their reject-
ing infant baptism, and they have also stated their argaments in favor of the

_baptism of believers and of them only. ‘Little, says Robineon, did the old

Waldenses think when they were heldin universal abhorrence, and commitied
@very where to the flames, that a time weuld come when the honour of a con-
nexion with them would be disputed by different partieg of the highest reputa~
tion, so it.happened however at the reformation, and every reformed church.
put in its claim, uninterruptedsuccession was the cause of these different claims,
but al) attempts to prove such a succession have proved wneffectual. '
i e : : - THOMAS HUBBARD, Mod’s.
v |J; LENIS, Ulk, ‘
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