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> (THE CIRCULAR LETTER.)
Baerazry, OB inaab
" UNDER the smiles of an indulgent Providence, we have been permitted
he place appointed ‘I he late pleasing accounts ofa work of God. amongst some
168, make our hearts rejoice and we have abundant reason to be. thankful th
s still going on in some places-~greatly wishing to do every thin - in our powe
your peace and happiness. We will address you at this timé of ‘asubject much
‘amongst some who call themselves Baptiss as well as amongst others’  The su -
pen or nixed communion, 'Qa thissubject we are charged with uacharitableness
ng allout of heayen bat ourselves and that all others arc in a graceless state, &c.l 7L
i€ satisfaction of our brethren and other readers in apswer to thése and similar §
. Wwe offer the following reasons 1. To debar persons from our communion ; and
emnthem as graceless and not fit for heaven, are two very dixfuré;‘x't’ﬂghingé, Has not
Iy master of a family an wdisputable right to exclude sach, ‘and deny them entrancé, i
efuse submission tothe discipline and goverament of that house 2~ Surély he has,
'doing, prove him to be an enemy to all who live elsewher:?” Surely it ol
cases are exactly parallel—to take people into gospel fellowship, before gat
rec our order ; would be contradictory tocommon prudence and incon-
IOUs in every respect—we are Wmm%é o stand withione mind — But that would
mpossible, were we to admit people o _.‘b{ié‘r persu: 5 intothe same community,
can two walk together, except they areagreed? Amos 3; 3 How then could th E;
under onc roof with any satisfaction ; we are ordered to scek th: peace of Jerusde |
But that wenld be alikely way of making it a seat of discord and confusion —it
. and the duty of every christiah society, to maintain 4pd uphold ‘the ch
3 s%thg utmost of their ability «—hut this would rather Lave a direct tendeacy, «
row and demolish it. Our dear Lord has foretold us-what the event would be
m div azainst itself is'brc.ught to desolation,  Mat. 12 25, ‘What, butj
tention and angry variance, could be expected in an assembly, closely joined
dwidely disagresing in Judgement——if therefore any chise to come into ou
quired to enter ag the same door we did, and they are welcome to '
lessings of a gospel church, But if the prejudices of education
ich they are raised, make it too mortifying to be baptized, they
y. are, though they were kings or emperors.  In the mean wh
any boly out of hzaven——no the keys of those pearly gates. wig{“
ir glorions redeemer. - Rev, 1. 18, Buthe has intrusted his
s militaat chus ' ' -with particular direction,
m, and we esteem it o bent duty to act accordingly. wi
a any accomnt wh ¢ hope, we neyer thoughtthat there:
1d but oursel 20 aspersion cast on us, wighout!
ta ws the injustice of that eharge. So fhat /yﬁ,
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s a proof that we judge persobgfmay
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.mlt them’ to thatholy ordinance, which & /
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¢ into the visible church, nor d: ﬂ& diy 1y th
way' jno,,— 0. : 1s not peoplas Christiar}ity wie s¢ 0 'miz
and. maintaining; t}lqinstitutiou oﬁ'tl;g gospel, in its purity— that
it provided a person possessed with grace oukd‘f)e guilty of a wrong—dok
tare, make a wrong in his conduct right 2 Fy nomeans. For eoult “that be
e wouldnever be a wrong done by a christian, | Suppose a gracious man w
led away to worship an [dol—could that Wors'iﬁp Be acceptable, beca _,
e? Iy vo means, Itis sofar from lessening or making 1 no crime, t
htencd and ageravated. So when persons are enl?gh’tén&d from' abeve, an 1 17 |
ings of the spirit of grace, and live in the wilful neglect of a known duty ;' tis, d
ng to (:a,&ﬁ a high contempt of the authority of Christ, and very ﬁnbccgmﬁg the
B | A ﬁ‘;‘-%fﬁ'gr;n‘er:ally'zlck_gqyylstl_ge, that immersion was the ancient . 1
s subject of baptism-—but while that is allowed by them, it is thoug

sonable, that the baptists should not be equally liberal, in allowing the sprinklio

o be right also—butit is out of the question for both to be right—beeause ther

!,_dnq_:‘lmfle laid (’A(g‘n in holy writ, for Christ’s followers to go by, as it respects

 and that is,

¢ that believeth and is baptized, shall be saved.—This app

(ture to be the only terms of an orderly gospel communiony and perfectly ?;gn

it

ke w d}‘irea{k}s",‘thp‘ least of his commiar

he command of the great law-giver.  But when we make search for

and open our ears with all diligence to hear] what the scriptures reporte— A~ dea
talies place, and we go off without any information about it  Our Lord infor

s and teaches nen so to do, shall be' ¢

el

1

he ktmg‘dom of G{o’df.‘ Let us not forget ords of God to Moses ;- seew.:ﬁ;@ﬂ%ﬁ: ! 3
hou do all things according 1o the pattérn shewed in the Mount ' Let us also ren

ser the rilin & ruction, th vadab 4 ywihen they ‘discbeyed 1tk
ine orders, and offered stranigefive on the altar. * Surely then, if a departure from t

tititions, under that sha oWy aispensation, met with the divine resentment, wha

xpected, when theic is a refusal to obey him that speaketh from Heaven. The
ith us is, that Jesus Christ inlis own ministry, and the ministry of his inspin
‘ers — gave cvery needssary institution for theé government of his church, so tha
God is furnished every good work—f6in all that bas béen said, ‘gi

; retraction. or change of cur custom, we féel it Ob_lfgaté;‘y. on us to cont

e faith ence delivered to the sainis—and maintain the ordinancés in their purity, @

Tivered by Christ 4nd his Aposties.  We view it aga,dreadful sin, to ge God's.

€s After a diligent and impartial search'of the scripiire—~ we belicve that
) ly, have a right {6 baptiem "and the mode of immersion—and that
t5, s BOt baptism—and we eannot commune ‘With unbaptized persons, ‘
own members transpresses or proves disorderly, by breaking our rales& treatin
ion Oflf_ltgggspcl with contempt ; we exclude him from our fellowship & commu
en can those of other sects, w! ' th the gns’p”i-*ofder and m
! ;}}%{’Fxpcct b’:"t}cr treatment.  We oife he candid reader, as our pr
orn fog our religious praciice—and we the' Bi y
shall have po reason 1o retract. Thes ] :
-—‘We‘fb\aiﬁn bslbvegd,brethi'ezi‘y ately it the bonds.of the
LS ‘ : HINSON H’iLL? Coity
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