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OF TilE 
ASSOCIA.TIOX OF BAPTISTS, 

at LICK-CREEK fl!eetine·-liouu, in · :l\c/sr;n Ca1mty, on the 1st Frid.'y & St:tt:r• 
dr:y in October, 1 S ll-t;eit.g ti2e 41 It 0' 5th, of tile .sc:id me nth • 

. The Introductory St:rn~cn w:~G Fn ::cb d I y b10ther l\1 A R 

't con d. chaptn or the Epistle oi p A ( L the r\ postle, to tbt lJ htshms ~lei • 8th H'l f • 

1 by '{race areye sc1'Vrd thrwgh F"itlz (,;;d that nat cf?'C11rH,vcs, it is tile G:ft cf G- • 
• R.e.cein:<l Letters and l\ll ~Sli~gt:rs iHm the icl!cwir:g Ch:rch~s, tc ,,.;t :-

'*'...., ... ~uc:a:''i1*"**'....,a:atu 

1\LESSE NGERS. 



]\''Donald and Aaron Bridge!! their messengers, took their seats~ 
5 't I:rccived Letters and .H.~s5t:ngers from the following Corresponding Associ .tions, 

to 7C'l ; from Lrmg Hun, by brethren John Taylor, V/m. Hidunan, \Vm. Kellar, orge 
'\v r and Isaac: r\·Ltlin ; s,mth District. brethren Sa!n, Dennv, Rich. Elliott V\rm. \VIl­
f> 1 \Vm. Nod; Grren Niver, br?the~· Btnj _Talbot; 1-.'uss~l's Creek, br0~her Jc ;eph 
Co dd ; TVarbash, brother S.un. Alison ; Tate's Creek, brother Josiah Phelps;. Elkl nz, 
r l 1 t ssengers. 

! • The Circular Letter called f01·, read and referred to the brethren 
Jninted, to arrange the businc~s of the ensuing day. 
7th. Brethren \Valter Stallard, Wm. May & Jo. Lewis, appointed to arrange the bmi 

nc s for the ensuing day .. , 
Sth. Brother Joshua Morris appoin~ed to write the corresponding letter, to the Elkl'on 

Asso. i<ttion-Brntber Martin Utterback. to Long Hun-Brother B i\leason, to Sout 
Distt ict-Brother John Hohhs \O Green Hiver- ·~rnther A 1~ x lVI 'Dug,Ll, to .Russe:' 

rc:c:k-Brother Atkinson Hill, to Tate's Creek-And brother Franci10 D.,vis, to '\Vartla 
9th. Brother Thomas Hublurcl appointed to write the Circular Letter for the n..;xt yt:lr 
10.•/z. Adjourned tiff to-morrow, 9 o'clock. 
11th. S;tmrday met pursuant to adjournment. 
12:/z. The brethren appointed to arrange the business of the Association mad:: their rep 
13th. The Circular Letter c<tl\ed for, amended and approved. 
1.,.,/i. Resolve!!, That the person's name, who :,hall in future be appointed to write 

C;·, ;';;r Letter, be inserted at the bottom of the letter, unle5s forbid by him. 
131/z. A new constitutio~ by the: narn~ of Salem, in Harrison county, Indiana 

ty, r .>que~tnl admi~sion into our U uion, which was granted--and their messengers, 
thren J a:ncs Case aml David Duncan, to3k their seats. 

1Gth. Th"' 11ext Association to be held ~\t Ct>dar Creek, in Nel:5on county, on the 
P1·;day in October nex.t.-Th,e~Intr"odllctory Sermon to be Pr.::ached by brother J am•:s 
L Moreman, in case offailure'brothtr Alex:tnder M'Dugal. 

17th. In answer to a reql!~St fi·om J\Till Cr~ek; wh~n any Church in this U11ion, wis 
t, h.tve a Minister orrhinecl. we advise htr to calion the sister churches, to send her 
m mun: ordained ministers for the purpose of ordilining such mini~ter--and if they u 
two of them, with the unanimous consent of the chur..:h, be of opinion that such broth 
crc1wdox and orderly, proceed to his ordination. 

18th. Brethren Robert Allen and James Hornback, appointed me~sengers to th::: E 
As~ociatio'l--brethren Walter Stallard, Alex. l\I'Dugal, D.~nid vValker, John ti 
dex. M'Donald, to Long Hun ; brethren Joseph Lewis, Benjamin ::V1eason, Tho. 
-d Henry Couts, Samud :-.1'Acbms and James Nall, to South District; brethren \ 

1 .. Cash, Alex M'Dugal, J. Morris, \Nm_ Chinow'ith, Sam. Anderson, Sam!. !\; 
. ]•:, arc""' Ut~erback, !1aml. T. Abd & I. Taylor, to Green River; brethren vVa.J•·ti 

-~~(~. ]dfrv·~- Alex .. l'v1'Dugal and Joshua Morris, to Russel's creek; )q~t'en 
I a.!::er and.!Sam S1mmons to Tate's creek, 

19th, Brother J os, Lcwi;, appoint,;d to ~tttend to the printing t~ minutes 2nd ci 
I.l .ter . . ~ 

0!/: . .t\ ~ett<"r ~rom a church in In~iana Territor~·,. op?.~~k creek, requesti,1S ~ 
~ lt'lto. t.iliS Unw~, w:ls read an? •:e.1ecte~ ; a~d :r,.fren~lly_letter sent.th·~.1.1 

st 1 h(' n~xt ~~!!.:horn. As~ocr.H10n, wt!.·h ~_..~d at Oav1d'a Fork, m F }'Y 
er t second ~at. 1n Aug, next; Lo!;lg R· \~ af Burks branch, in Shdby co 
~u· .t. ·~J.\y in Sept. ntxt; ::icuLh Distr· c ·J; M'Connack's, in Lincol:~ co· 



S turJay in ~ ne::t; Tlt"'s cr,~ o \: at 0tter ere"''- chur::h. MCldison county, on the 
fn!lrth ~htnrd;ty in Aurjust next; Uusscl'a ;::r..: c:k at Pitman's cree~, on the thir:l Saturd.l.}' 
in September next, Green county. 

WALTER STALLARD, Nadr:rator. 
r JOs. LEWIS, Clerk. · ~ 

1 
j 

(THE c-;;;;~::;~~ LETTER.) / ~ 
Dz~R BnETHnEN, Q:t}· ' t . ).,..., ' .-
. I UNDER the smiles of an indulgent Providence . we h:we been permitted tel 

1c t at the place appointed 'J he late pleasing accounts of a work of God , amongst some of 
e churches. m:tkc our hearts rej oice , anJ we have abundant reason to be: thankful thac 
e work is atill goin:; on ia so:ne pla.:es--; reatly wishing to do every thing in out· pow<::r, 

n t)J·omote your peace and happin<'SS . 'Ve will addn:ss you at this time on a subject much 
lted amongst some who call themselves Baptists as well as amongst otht'rs l'he sub-

vt iii o;Jen or mix:ed co nmuaion, On this suhject we are charged with unch1ritableness • 
of hutting all out o£ heavea b 1t ourseh·..:s and th~t all oth.:rs ar.:: in a gr.\cdess state, &c. 

}?or the satisfactioa of OtJr brethren and other readers in answer to these and similar 
clutrgcs, we offer the following re·lso;u; 1 To d::b tr penon3 frnm om communion ; ani! 
.;J c ndcmn them as graceless and not fit for hcan:!n, ar~ t\Vo very d il'f.:rent thing3. Has not 
evety master of a family an Indisput·lble riglu. to e:tclud; S ·lCh, and dt>ny them entrance, 
wh.) refuse submission to the discipliile and government of that ho•Jse? Surely he has. 

ut doea his so doing, prove him to be a ·1 enemy to all wi1o live elsewhcro? .Surely it 
"outd not. The cases arc exactly parallel-to take peopl e into gospel fellowship, before 
t are reconciled to our order; would he co ,ltradictory to common prudc:nce and incon­
t;ruous in every respect-we are command··cl to •it and with one mind .....:.. Uut that wou,k 
be impossible, were we to admit people of o:her persuasion:> into the same cortununity. 
Po..., cantwowalk together. c-::c <? pt th~ya ;·~agreetl? Amos 3 j 3 BoN then co.1IJ they 
clw ·11 under one r::10f with any satisftcti ::m ; we are orJ..:rcd to seek th ~ peace of J erusa­
lem; But that would be a likely w .1}' of m:t~,ing it a seat of d is -: ::ml a:d confusio'1 -it is 
out duty. and the duty of cvc.ry christian society, to nnintain <!<J d uphold the ch~1rch c, 
Christ. to the utmost of their abi!ity.--'mt this would r:tther Lave a direct tendency, to 
overthrow and demolish it. Our d;!ar Lod h·11 foretold us ·what the event would be­
n ki 1gdom divided a6ainst itself is brought to d::solation, lVIat. 12 25. 'Vhat, butj<tr­
r· 1g, cont·:ntion and angry va1·iaac::. could be expected in :.:n assembly, cloJely joined in 
covcn:-tnt, aad widely disagreeing in jud,;::mcDt--if th~reforc any ch.1se to come into our 

hurrhes, th~y at·e required to e:1t;;:r at tilt~ s.tme d ·3.)r w;:. did, and they arc wel.:ome to al! 
the privileges an:l blessing~ of a gospel church. Ibt .if th: prcj u:lices of education Or 

Jh ... re of life , to whid1 they :1re rais'!d , m tke it too mortif}:ing to be baptized. they mu r; t 
co tti :m.: where they are , thrJugh they were kings or empero : s. In th ~ mean wh".lc: we 

on'.t Dl"etcnJ to shut any boJy o..tt of h ~aven-- .w the k:: ys of those pearly gates we ghdly 
~av iu the hands of our glori'>us red.:em!r. R.;v . 1. l J. B ut he h li intrusted hio, s~ l ­

v m~~ with the care of hi.; milita,1t chmch here below---with particular ditection . wh 11 

1oo, ·tJ :1'1 l to•whorn, and we esteem it our incum '~ en~ duty to act accordingly wi ,hot· 
t .::.:t d~viation 0:1 a:1y acc:mat whatever; yet w~ hope, we never tho:.1ght that there :.1..: 

110 chr1sti:lfl$. in thf worltl but Ollr~elvrs, That io; an :1spenion ca2t 0 ~1 us without in;' 
{:; 'OtHlds to fJUpport it: our constant practice shews the injustice of that charge. So :l. a~ 
t.:V>:>ry persoq rc;;cind as a mcmba of our church, is a proof that we judge pt:r,;on,- rn;:: 
nd OU£iht ~o bt: in favour with God, before we :::<!mit them t0 that holy ordinance, \" •. !cl: ~ 



tl1e deer into the visible church: n_or dare WI! admit :my that are for climbi111; into it :1 

th. r_ v:ry j1:o, _1 O. _1: So th~t ~~ Js ~ot P?"r>les cbri1:t!an_ity ~v ... _scrutiniz..:,' ut it i~ ~~~· st. .. 
portt:T <<LI.l n~~mtamltlg. the mstJtutJ0\1 oJ the gospel, 111 Its punty--that we \lfC amlin 
but 11 CJ~·ided a person possessed" ith gra•. e, should be guilty of a wrong-deb; grace 1 

• h: rt 1nah: a wroug in bis tOEcll1lt right? I· y 110 means. For could that be ·suppu 
tl ue would~>t n:r bt a wrur1,; Jonc bY a christir.n. Suprc~t a gracioes m~n "' std•.l e 
and lul av. ay to wortibip an [dot-could that worship be acceptable because he o··~e~sed 
gr:1 e ~ l'y to meetns, It is so far l'romlcssenirg or makiug 1t no crime, tha: it is:;;n atly 
huglvl"nccl and ;:g~rava~ed. So when persons are enlighlened f1 om :.Love, :mel {lljdx tl _ 
tt ;:, l·ii;gs o: the spirit of grace, and live in the wilful neglect of a known dL>ty ; tis di 10 •• 

m•riPg to ( ;od, a high co.llcmpt of the authority of t ht·ist, and very uubecom ing th;.;ir 
calii:.g. Pe<1.oLapti'l5 generally acknowledge, th::t immersion was the ancient mode, 
beli< vcrs the subject o!· baptism-but while tbt is al:owed by them, it is thoughc u 
soJ·r.ble, that the bapl..sts should not be equally liberal, in allowing the sprinkling of in 
to bt: right also-but it is out of the question fer both to be right-because there is 
one rule laid <lo;\n in holy writ, for Christ's followers to go by. as it respects B;lp ism, 
:llnd th:1t is, he thtJt believeth and is baptized, shall be saved.-This appe-ars from cri. • 
tun: to bt. the only terms of an orckrlr gospd communion, and perfectly consistent wi,h 
tht· command of the great l:aw-gi\'l.:r. liut when we make search fbr infant sprin)d"ng, 
a!'d cpc:n our ears with all diligence to ht ar, \1 hat the scriptures report.- A dead silen 
L~:es rb.ce, and we go off without ~ny inform:1tion about it. Our Lord informs us thll 
he wl:o break~ the least of his cornrna•~<ls :·nd teaches n en so to do, shall be calkd ka. t ia 
the kingdom of God. Let us not forgn tbe words of God to Mos(s; see sr,ith he, that 
thou do <:11 th:ngs accordirg to the pattern shewed thee in the :Mount I.<:t us also re1 <:rri, 
lJU" .he ruin rmu Ju,trL\<'tion, lh<lt fed 0.1 Xadab 'nd AL,",hu, wben they di,;vLC\ Ld the ( i­
'llint: ordns, and offered str:mge £re on the altar. Surely then, if a ~lcpartur;.- from those 
instiTuti( ns, under that skt~owy 0-ispcns;:tic.n, met with t-ile oi~·ine n·sentmtnt, v.hat m· y 
be <1-pu:tccl, wh:n the:e is a refus:::l to obey him that spe~keth from 1:-lc•:nen. The concht · 
sicn with us is, that J csus Christ i1~ 1 i5 own ministry, und the miniw y o! his inspired foL 
l<ni ers- gaYc l Yen· Pec-~~.ary instit'l tion for the governmtnt of his Lhurch, ~o that tht 
n·<:n of Gcd is furnis~cd:. n·n;: gcoJ \•.ork--f:om all that has oec;n s:licl, \\e see no 
c.:nse fo1· n:traction or th:mge of uur custom we feel it obligatory em t1S to contend fm· 
the faith once deli' crul tD the sainl~-~o!Xlmaiutain the ordin:mccs in thtir purity, as d 
li\ered l:y Christ ::nd his Apost'es. \Vc view it :1s a clrc:1dful sin, to chr;nge God's ordi 
t:a;Hes After a uilig,nt ard i1:•rartial search of the scripa.re-- m: be:icve that bel!cvcJI', 
exc~mi\ dy, b::vc a rit;ht ~o baptiun and the mode of inll'lersion-and that sp inkliug of in 
1.1;:s, is not bapti~n -allcl we c.:n;:ot ccimmune wit\ m1bpt!zcd p~rwns, \\ htn any ot 
ot.r own mtm.bus tr:-r sgre~st s cr r:·o1es tl isonlcJly, by LH:ak ing our rules & treating tlw i.::. 
~t:tu: ;<il o:·llH; gos;:d \\ ith c Ol.tempt ; we u:dude him from our fdlowship & communion: 
h ew thtn c<:n tl~o~><.: of o',!l"r s<etts, who th not comp1v with the gc~;pel on.icr and mode cl 
bpism cxrert httlcr treatn~ent. \~-l' oift r these tO the C;llldic\rcadcr, as OUr prit;cip 1 

·;;so1:s for our re:i:,:;!ous r:-~:c:ice-;md v;e tl~!l,k th;;.t while tht.: }jib\e stands, as it now • 
''e ~h;;ll h2.ve i~O rt::son to rt:trart Thtn<'m·c: v::c'1i:1(· yon tLc dwicest of Hean~n's Llt • 
q,3-we n m~.:n bdcyed brethn.n, your3, id;cuiol ·•t~ •Y in the bones of the g:::spel. 

A'TLINSON HiLL, Compose•·. 
J. LE\VIS, Clerk· \VAL n.n STALLA.llD, .Jbdcratcr. 

"C'-:-o.·~c ... '-C-.v_'""'·.·--:;--..~..-.~~tO->·~.l.?-. (.)" 
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