
:J. ~It,. p5 
/',J ~ II og> 

1~3·1 

. . . . 

OF THE 

/ 

GOSHEN BAPTIST ASSOCIATION, 

• • 

.. 

HELD .A'l' 

WELLS' CHAPEL, 

.NEW HANOVER COUNTY, N. C., 

SEI'. 29th-OcT. 1st, . .. 

.. 

--::::::::::--

NEWBERN: 
'P jt I N T E D A T T H .11: 1l J: C 0 R D E It e F F I C E. 

l 83 ,., 

SOUTHERN BAPTIST 
J'HEOLOGICAL SEMINARY LI6RARY . 

JUI UIIIIIGtON Ao.\0 LOUISVIU.t. , 

• 

,..,. ... 

. .. 



• 
• 



M I N U T E S, &c. 

FRIDAY, SEP. 29th. 

'l'he Introductory Sennon was preached by Eld. Robt. McNabb, from 
Mark 13. 34 :-"For the Son of man is as a man taking a far journey, who 
left his house, and gave authority to his servants and to every man his 
work, and commanded the porter to watch." 

The list of Churches was called over; a majority being present, on mo
tion of Eld. Geo. Fennell, appointed Eld. W. J. Finley Moderator, and 
Eld. G. W. Hufham was chosen Clerk. 

Session opened with praise and prayer by Rev. Robert Tate. 
Eld. Robt. McNabb was apjjointed assistant Clerk. 
Appointed brethren Stephen Williams, E. D. Walker, D. Wells, Jas. 

Matthis, and Harmon Matthis a Committee of Arrangements. 
Appointed John M. Fennell, E. C. Gavin, and F. B. Millard the Com

mittee of Finance. 
The Constitution and Rules of Decorum were read. 
A general invitation was given by the Moderator to the delegates from 

sister Associations, and to visiting brethren, who were not otherwise mem
bers of the Association, to take seats with us, and to assist in our dPlibe
rations: Whereon Eld. W m. Dupree, one of the Corresponding delegates 
from the Raleigh Association, presented us with testimonials of hi~ ap
pointment, and was most affectionately received. The Ralt!igh Associa
tion presented us a number of the Minutes of their last Association by 
their delegate. 

Bro. Robt. Melvin appeared from our sister, the Cape Fear, who was 
most cordially received, and invited to assist us in the business of the 
session. 

Eld. J. L. Warren appeared from the Neuse, whe was most affection
ately received, and invited to assist in our business. 

Proceeded to read the Church Letters, thr statistics of which may be 
found on a subsequent page. 

The Circular Letter, written by Eld. Robt. McNabb, was handed in, 
read, and referred to a Committee, consisting of Elders G. Fennell, D. Ro
gers, G. W. Hufham, and brethren J. Matthis and J. M. Fennell. 

Eld. R. McNabb handed in a report of his Itinerating services for last 
year, which was recPived, and ordered to be printed. See appendix. 

Resolved, That the Letter of Correspondence to our sister Associations 
be the testimonial upon which our del~gates may be received in their 
bodies :-also, that Eld. R. McNabb write the Letter, and that it be print
ed in our minutes. 

Resolved, That Elcl. R. McNabb be appointed a delegate to the Cape 



Fear and Neuse Associations; Eld. Benajah Carrell, and brethren Henry 
Moore and F. B. Millard to the Raleigh; and that they receive one dollar 
per day during their attendance. 

Adjourned until Saturday 10 o'clock. 
Prayer by bro. R. Melvin. 

SATURDAY MoR:'!t:-~o. 

Met according to previous adjournrnt'ut. 
Commenced business wtth prayer by Elder McNabb. 
The proceedings of yesterday were read. 
Resolved, That our next Association be held at Rowan M. H., Samp

son County, commencing at the usual time, viz. on Friday before the first 
Sunday in October, 1838. 

Resolved, That Eld. vVm. J. Finley preach the Sermon introductory 
to that m~eting; and that Eld. G. W. Hufham be his alternate. 

Resolved, That Eld. D. Rogers preach the first sermon on the stage. 
Resolved, That Eld. G. W. Hufham write the Circular for our next 

Associatiun, and choose his own subject. 
Resolved, That the Clerk pay the Relief Fund to sister Wells, consort 

ofEld. Wm. Wells. 
Resol'l:ed, That Elders G. Fennell and vV. J. Finley, be appointed a 

Committee to report upon an Itineracy for next year. 
Resol'Ved, That the Clerk order 600 copies of the Minutes to be printed. 
Resolved, That the Ministers of the Goshen Association be requested 

to itinerate one month each next year, amongst our churches. 
Resolved, That EldeB Finley and Hufham bto appointed a Committee 

to pmpare a report on the inexpediency of the Association's receiving 
Missionary Funds. See appendix. 

Resolved, That the Churches for the future be requested, in sending 
letters to the Association, to give merely a brief statement of their standing. 

Resolved, That, in view of the present sad declPnsion of Religion, the 
Fridays bdore the first Sabbaths in May and September, be set apart as 
seasons of fa~ting and prayer, for a general revival of Religion throughout 
the world. -

The Committee on th P Itineracy for next year, reported unfavourable. 
The report was received and ordered to be printed. S <!e appendix. 

TVher-eas, The American Bible Soctety, by its manager ,, as appears 
from the recorded decisions of that body, on the 17th February, 1836, re
fused to grant any aid to Baptbt translations of the sacred Scriptu;es in 
foreign Languages, unless conformed in the principle of their tramlation 
to the common English version.-This we view as a palpable violation of 
the spirit of compromise set forth in their Constitution, and an open de
parture from the resolutions passed at Salem, in April, 1833, in the follow
in~ ·words:-

"Resolved, That the Board feel it to be their duty to adopt all prudent 
wrasures to give to the heathen thE' pure word of God in their own lan-
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guagc, and to furnish their missionaries with all tl1e means in their pow
er, to make their translations as exact a represent:::.tion of the mind of the 
Holy Spirit, as may be possible.'' 

"Resol·ved, That all the missionaries of the Board who are, or who 
shall be, engagt:d in translating tht> Scrintures, be iustruct.ed to endeavour, 
by earnest prayer and diligent ;:tudy, to a~certain thE' exact meaning of 
the original text and to express that mramng as exactly as the nature of' 
the languages mto which th!·y shall tran,late the bible p(•rmit." 

The Baptist Missionaries did precic-ely what we conceive they were 
rcquirt>d to do; and to have donP otherwiw would be doing the work of 
the Lord deceitfully, obscurely, and unjustly. Thir, strong sectarian and 
unjust decision of th!' American Bibh• Society in refu-sir•g aid to the 
translation:; of the sacred Scripture~ in foreign languages, aftrr they (the 
Baptists) had contributed more than forty .five thousand dollars, be~ ides a 
large amount of donations by indivJduals, rousl?d the Denomination gen
erally throughout the United States, and at once led to the formation of 
another national Society, exclusively under the dirEction and control of 
the Baptists, and called the American and Foreign B1blP- Society. The 
object of this Society is to aid in the translation, printing, and circulation 
of the sacrec Scriptures. And further, the caid Society has requested the 
Denomination to make known their views on the propriety of its engagc
ing in the work ofhorne distribution, in the following words:-

"Resolved, That the Bapti~t Denomination in the United States be af
fectionately requested to send tu th< Society, at its annual meeting, du
ring the last week in April, 1838, their views as to the duty of the Society 
to engag(; in the work of home distribution":-therefore, 

Rosolved, That, in the opinion of this Association, it is the duty of the 
American and Foreign Bible Society to engage in the work of home as 
well as foreign distrilmtion. 

The ministers appointed to preach on Sunday proceeded in the follow
ing order:-"';vm. J. Finley, Job 13. 15.-G. W. Hufham, Jer. 4. 8, 9.
Robert McNabb, Ps. 8. 4. 

The congregation was unusually large, and seemed to manifest a good 
feding towards the close of the meeting. We pray that a blessing may 
follow. 

Resolved, That the thanks of the Association be given to the people in 
this vicinity, for their unwearied kindness and hospitality to make us 
comfortable and happy during our se~;;ion. 

Association adjourned.-Pra1se and pray~r by Eli!. Robt. McNabb. 

N. B.-The Association adjourned apparently in the most harmonious 
manner. 

WILLIAM J. FINLEY, Mode1·ator. 

GEORGE W. HUFHAM, Clerk. 
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REPOll'l' ON FINANCE. 

To balance on last year's fund, 
Contributions-Association fund, 
Helief fund, 

- $45 52 

Itinerant fund, 

CoNTRA. 

By printing last year's minutes, - - -
Elcl. R. McNabb for visiting the Cape Fear and 

Neuse Associations, 
Clerk's services for last ye:lf, 
Itinerant fund now paid, 
Relief fund, do. 

47 90 
5 83 

17 14 
--$116 39 

$25 00 

14 00 
15 00 
17 14 
5 83 
--· -$76 97 

This is the full amount now in the Treasury, $39 42 
Note by the Clerk.-You will perceive that the funds are not sufficient 

to defray the expenses of the Association this year; therefore it is hoped 
they may be increased next. 

---::::::::::---

CORRESPONDING LETTER. 

The Goshen Association, to the Cape Fear, Raleigh, and Neuse Asso
ciations. 

Dear Brethren,-
Through the goDliness of God, we have been permitted to meet 

at this our annual meeting. 'V E' regret that we have nothing peculiarly 
interesting to writE' you. Our Churches, with a few PJ!.CPptions, are liv
ing in peace; and although we have much reason to lament our coldness 
and indifference in matters of religion, yet there are some indications of 
better times, which justifies the hope that th£- time to favour Zion is not 
far distant. 

A large majority of the members of the churches which compose our 
Association, and all or nearly all our ministers, are decidedly in favour of 
the objects patronized by thE' Baptist State Convention. We do not think 
it prudent to enter in our associatt>d capacity, into thos\,' benevolent meas
ures at present. Our reasons you will learn by rPference to the report of 
the Committee on the unexpedit>ncy of thP Association's receiving funds 
for foreign missions at this time. (See appendix.) 

We had the pleasure of receiving delegates from our corresponding As
sociations, viz. bro. R. Melvin from the Cape Fear, Eld. Wm.~ Dupree 
from the Raleigh, and Eld. J. L. \.Y arrrn from the Neuse. WE' have ap
pointed Eld. R. McNabb to visit the Cape Fear and Nt>use, and brethren 
F. B. Millard, H. Moore, and Eld. B. Carrell the Raleigh, at your next ses
sions. We trust you will continuE' to corre5pond with us ; and wP pray 
that you may enjoy the presence of the Great Head of the Church during 
your meetings, that sinners may be converted to God, and that the light 
of truth may continue to spread, until thP kingdoms of this world shall be
come the kingdoms of our Lord and of his Christ. 



STA'l'E OF THE CHURCHES. ..• 
COUNTIE::l -d I •• _; -ci I ~ ,.-d ,.-d ,~-= 

AND luELEGATEs.! gr~ I·~ 1 ~~~ j,~ 1~ ~ ~~ ·2~ ~.§ 
CHURG l-lES. ~ ~ >:::; ~ ~ >:::; ~ ....,., "":1 ....,. ....,......_ 

Duplw Co. ~ H.Moore, 
2 t" ~ ~o~f ~o $ ' Bear Marsh, James Dickson, 3 2 6 

Beoj. Oliver. 
Johnson'smh~T. Phillips, A. 1 2 67 1 5()1 Best,R. Best. 

11 

l RichardChason, 

:I 
1 50 1 50 1 50 Island Creek, W m. Chason, 

Hiram Murray. 
I 

B D M H ~ W.Rich,J. Car- 31 1 1 4111 75 2 75 · am · · rell, Ed. 9arrell. 
~ W. Stalhngs, 

Concord, John Williams, 14 5313 00 75 S. Williams. l James Carrell, 
Kenansville, D. C. Moore, 

712 50 
~ampsoM ~· ~ ~~~p~~~=~~i,ng. 

owan · · S. Peterson. 2 3 1 1 71 12 00 

iF. B. Millard, 
17 80 Beaulah, E. C. Gavin, 

R. McNabb. I ~ Har. Stephens, 
Brown'sM.H. A. Brown, 1 11 5011 50 

Y. R. Royal. 

4212 10 New Hope, 5 DWest,DChes-
2 2 I 

1 
( nut, D Rogers. 1 G. Fennell, 

Lisbon, Amos Herring, I 1 
213 

I 1 2 89 4 00 1 00 J. 0. Anderson, 

I Red Hill, l J. Matthis, Har. 21 1 50 1 50 
Matthis, J. Van. I . l Jos. Underwood, 

I 30i1 25 Pleas. Umon, Jno.Underwood. 
N. Hanover. l C. B. Corbett, i 
Lebanon, 0. Alderman, 2j 3 4112 00 1 00 

J os. Stringfield. 1 G. W. Hufb.am, I 
W ell'sChapel Geo. Newton, 4 1 4 1 108:3 75 1 64 1 33 

J. M. Fennell. 

16!1 00 
1 D. George, 

Riley'sCreek, Theo. Swinson, 
Thos. G. Sikes. 

Wilmington, f J. J. Bryan, 
1 2 1 1 5 65!3 00 C. Ross. 

Bethlehem, ! W.J.Fi•ley, A. 
2 2 1 89 3 00 Larkins,SLewis 

Mt. Holly, W. Lamb John I 

Moore,H.Croom 9 4 1 48'2 00 

Moore's Cr., 
~E. D. Walker, 

D. Jones, 2 5 135'4 00 1 00 
I.M. Alderman. 

I 1 G. W . Marshall, 
Marshal'smh F.zPkiel Smith, 23)1 50 75 

John Marshall. 
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APPENDIX. 
-:::::-

ELD. ROBERT McNABB'S 
Report on his last year's ltineracy. 

Dear Brethren,-
Since our last m2eting I have travelled two hundred and for• 

ty days; two month vf that time beyond the limits of thi~ Association. 
I have travelled two thou s:mtl ~ight hundred miles, and received from the 
churches twenty-one dollar· and five cents. I was providentially prevent
ed from travelling nearly fwurmonths out of the twelve. Although I have 
done, to all human appearance, but little good, yet I have reason to be
lieve that my labours have not bren entirely in vain. I regret to say, 
much coldness and indifference is manifested by many who ought to feel 
concernerl about the prosperity of Zion. 

There are some who a1e waiting for the consolation of Israel; and they 
have not prayed in vain; fo r though we are not enjoying a special revival 
of religion, yet the incipient stages of better times begin to be witnessed 
and felt. 

The advocates and supporters of the benevolent institutions of the day, 
are gradually increasing; while the prejudices of those who were twelve 
montlls ago inflamed agam~t ali ;uch objects, have lost their cavilling dis
position, with few exceptions, which induced them to find so much fault. 
And such as have long occupied a neutral position, have increa5ing confi
dence in the purity of our motive:;. The leaders of the opposition party, 
are lo~eing theu· influence among the well inform!"d. And in short, we 
have no rea'<on to fear, at present, those who have hitherto attemptr:d to 
sow the seed of discord amongst our Churchf"&. for they are on the eve of 
breathing their last. In fact they are dry like Gideon's wool. The Holy 
Spirit rl"fuses to accompany tht' abusive lectures which they deliver from 
the pulpit, and call preaching; hence they are dwindling away in this and 
all parts of the country. 

I have no disposition to confine my labours to so small a circle, and con
sequently cannot accept of an itineracy within your bounds for the next 
year. Could the services of aa efficient itine1ant minister be secured, 
I havr no doubt but what a further effort on that plan would ~e crowned 
with abundant success. 

ROBERT McNABB. 
---::::::::: 

REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE 
On the inexptdiency of the A.?sociation'll receiving fnnds for the Mis

swnary cau~e. 
Dear Brethren,-

Ever since this became an Association, a spirit of compromise 
has existed, in regard to the Missiona~y e,nterprise; the exercise of which 
has crowned our deliberations, for the most part, with harmony. Those 



for and agamst, generally, were willing tbt every indiridual should enjoy 
his own opinion on '<uch matters, aud act according- to a .;ense of duty.
Therefore we do not fed willing oursdvP', under exi.;ting cir~·umstances, 
to disturb that principlP which until lattrrly has kept us united in the 
bon do of peacP and f<'llow~hip. And so long as the funds of thesP objl'cts 
can do as much. and perhaps m·ore, to promote the primary objects of 
Chri;tian benevolencE', and still retain thE' unity of the spirit in the bonds 
of peace, on the plan which they now pursue, we do not see the propriety of 
bringing them into the Association. H introtluced, it would lead to a divis
ion in several of the churches. Moreover, tht>re is a good many pious 
and devoted Christians, who favour the objects of the Convention with 
their c.ontributions, who perhap~ would not, if they were carried against 
the wislw, of the minority in thE' As 'ociation. 'I' here is ~ horg<? and re
spectable Mi3sionary Society, composed of all or nearly all of the minis
ters in the Association, and many of the most efficient lay brethrrn, who 
feel d~;,posed to promotP the object of Missions. Conducted as it is by 
experienced and good officers, we feel no hesitation in saying, that the 
Missionary enterprise will, for the prPsent, prosper abundantly more 
where it is, than if brought into the As.;ociation. 

WILLIAM J. FINLEY, Chairman. 

---~ : : : : ; : : : :---

REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE 

On the Itineracy for next year. 
Dear Brethren,-

W hereas, preaching on the above pbn, as adopted at our last 
session, has been generally well received, and productive of much good 
in several of our churches :-Then·forf', it is with extreme regret we can
not rt>commend to your body a continuance of the ptacttce for lack of 
funds: the slenderne55 of contributions already made, giving no rPason to 
llopt', that, for the year now about commencing, an Itinerant minister 
would be sustained by our churches. 

All of which is respectfully ·mbmitted. 
GEORGE FENNELL, Chairman. 

---: : : : : : : : : :---

CIRCULAR LETTER. 

])ear Brethren,-
We take thE' liberty to invitr your attention to the support of 

the \1ini>try. :~a doubt ,nost of you are a\vare of your duty in r•)gard to 
this matter, yet existing circumstances plainly indicate that it is not at
tended to as it should b::: hPnce, the necessity of stirring up your pure 
minds by way of remembrance. The Scriptures are very plain vn the sub
ject. A few passagPs only, will b~ sufficient for our purpo.,e. Our Sa
viour in the fint place, hath told u-; the labourer is worthy of his hire.
Luke 10. 7. "And we beseech you brethren," said the apostle Paul, "to 
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know them which labour among you, and are over you in the Lord, and 
admonish you, and esteem them very highly in love for th r ir work's sake." 
1 l'h .;-;-; . 5. 12, 13. "Let the Elder ' that rule well be counted worthy of 
double bunour, e;pecially they who labour in the word and doctrine."
" For d1e "lcripture ;aith, thou ;halt not muzzle the ox that treadeth out 
the corn. And, the labourer is worthy of his reward."-1 Tim.5.17, 18. 
"If we hav , c;own unto yo a spiritaal things, i5 it a grPat thinQ' if we shall 
reap your carnal things ? Do ye not know that they which minister about 
holy things, live of the things of til£' temple, and they which wait at the 
altar are partakers with the altar? Even so hath the Lord ordained, that 
they which preach the gospehhonld live of the gospel." 1 Cor. 9.11-14. 
"Let him that is taught in the word, communicate unto him that teach
eth in all ~ood things." Gal. 6. 6. · 

These Scriptures are so explicit that they need no comment; they can
not be misunderstood. Mini-;ters should be more generously supported 
than they have hitherto been, becausl' of the sacrifices they havl' to make. 
Most of them have familie :J , and of course are bound to support them.
TlH•y are under the same solemn obligations to do so that other men are. 
See 1 Tim. 5. 8. Now who among you could leave your homes and neg
lect your business, say one half of your time at lt·ast, and receive little or 
nothing for it-at any rate so little that you would scarcely feel it to be of 
any as;i >tance tJ you-and yet provide for your families' so as to make 
them comfortable, educate your children, and raise them up in a proper 
manner, to say nothing about laying up something for them which the 
apostle Paul speaks of, and which most people try to do? We know you 
would say at once, 'we could not do it.' How then can you expect your 
ministers to perform that which you could not possibly perform? Most, 
if not all, of our local preachers are just about in the situation above men
tionrd; and if any do not leave home so much, it is brcaus!:' they cannot 
possibly do it and keep their familie ~ togethrr. It is apparent then, even 
if thPy are in easy circum :> tances, or wealthy, they cannot keep their af
fairs in proper order, and must be sinking as to their worldly concerns.
And if poor, extreme poverty, and even starvation must stan' their com
panions and little ones in thl' face. Our churches are far more liberal in 
bestowing thrir bounties upon travelling preachers than upon those who 
labour among them in word and doctrine. Moreover there are pecuniary 
exp c>nses to a very considErable amount, necessarily connected with, and 
attendant on; the business of travl'lling and preaching the gospel, of which 
you must be convinced, if you will only give the subject a moment's re" 
:llection. 

In addition to this, it is required of preachers to be given of hospitality. 
How can they do this if they recPive not the necessary aid? Some to be 
sure, whose hearts :ue l'nlarged, have givE>n more for charitabll' and be
nevolent purpo<es than their duty to themselves and families would seem 
to ju <tify, and have groaned silently under the pressure of this and other 
hnrrlrns. 
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But again, it is their business to "study to shew themselves appro~;d 
unto God, workmen that needeth not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the 
word of truth." All the time, therefore, in which they ate not actually 
engaged in preachir.g and travelling to and from their places of worship, 
should be devoted to study, together with visiting the sick, the people of 
their charge, &c., instead of being occupied in hard labor or constant at
tention to secular affairs. The apostlP Paul, you know, directPd Timothy 
to "give attendance to reading, to exhortation, to doctrine." '.' Mt·ditate 
upon these things," said he, "give thy self wholly to them, that thy profit
ing may appear unto all." Ministers should bt ur erior as to knowledge. 
Though many have been u-;eful without al}y high degff•e of literary at
tainment, yet none have been so without some portion of wisdom and 
knowledge. They should certainly have tlwir minds enlarged and stored 
with useful knowlt>dge; especially the Bible should be well studied by 
them, that they might be able to bring forth out of their trea~ure, things 
new and old. People are improving in every department of life. In the 
arts and sciences they are constantly and even rapidly progressing; knowl
edge is running to and fro,-and this is emphatically an age of improve
ment,-an'd shall those whom God hath placed as watchmen upon the 
walls of Zion, who watch for souls as thPy that must give an account, be 
tied down to earth, and have no chance to keep pace with the march of 
improvement, and thus make full proof of their ministry? Brethren, 

'Tis not a cause of small import 
The Pastor's care dt>mands, 

But what might fill an Angel's heart, 
And fill the Saviour's hands. 

The Apostles felt it to be their duty to gi1' · themselves continually to 
prayer and to the ministry of the word. Acts, 6. 2-4. Should not min- . 
isters be so aided now that they might pursue the same course? Most 
undoubtedly. You all admit that the preaching of the gospel is of Divine 
appointment, and that it is the bounden duty of those whom God hath 
called to the work, to be engaged therein. Well, brethren, . from the 
proofs that have been adduced, is it not equally plain that it is thP duty of 
Churches to support them 'I It cannot be denied. And have we any rea
;;on to expect God will bless and prosper our Churches while we contin
ue to neglect this duty? Let us awake to a sense of our duty ; and al
though we do not expect an entire reform in this matter, yet let us at all 
.events so loose the hands of ourpastors,that,if they cannot give themselves 
rwhvlly to the work, they may have it in their power to read and study 
more, and consequently be prepared for greater usefulness. . 

And finally, brethren, as we are not our own, but are bought Wlt~ a 
price, let us glorify God in our bodies and spirits which are his, an.d .whiCh 
is our reasonable service. A number of us grieved the Holy Spl)'lt long 
before we took the yoke of the Redeemer upon us. We all ha~e been too 
inactive since we m;~de a profession; and our stay upon earth, in all proba-



, 

• 
' .. 

• ... ~ 

I • 

• • • 12 

hility, will be short. Therefore," whatsoever thy hand findeth to do, do 
it with 'thy might, for there is no work,nor device,nor knowledge nor WIS

dom in the grave whither thou goest." Let no one conclude that there 
is nothing for him to do. "For the Son of man is ·as a man taking a far 
journey, who left his house, and gave authority to his servants and to eve- · 
ry man his work." Though saved by grace, and delivered from the curse 
of the law, ~et it is our duty to >how that we are under a law of love to 
Christ, by ytelding obedience to his commands. We shall soon all have 
to give an account of the deeds done in the body. Eave.we the evidences 
of having passed from death unto life? What have w~·done to promote 
the honour and glory. of Christ, who hath loved us and ~hed us from 
mn sins in his own blood? Brethren, we have been unprofitable servants. 
Do we feel 'as much grieved as we i:fhould, at the present sad declension 
of religion? And are we waiting and praying for the consolation of Is
rael, or are we at easP in Zion? 

J\lthough it may be considered rather a digression from the subject, 
we do uot feel willing to close without reminding you of the destitute 
condition of many parts of the world, as to a preached go~pel; evPn with
in the limits of our Association. In some of the churches they have 
preaching very seldom, and in many other parts of the State there is little 
or none; and the case is still worse in ~orne of the newly settled States.
The poor heathen, more than six hundred millions of them, have no Bi
bles-ar~ utterly destitute of the gospel-have never heard of him who 
came into the world to save sinners. In view of this lamentable fact, 
brethren, who would not help to '>end them the gosp<'l, which in truth is 
the ~ource of all our joyo? Mini, ters are scarce, as you know, in this sec
tion of country, and ; hould God, before our next meeting, remove some 
of th em who now labour among u:;, where <hall we find others ready and 
qualified to fill toheir places? The harvest is truly great, and the labour
ers are few; "pray ye therefore the Lord of the harvest, that he would 
send more labourer!> into his vineyard." 

---: 

WlLLlAM J. FINLEY, Moderator. 
GEORGE W. HUFHAM, Clerk. 

0. 0 . 0 0 

• •• 0 •• :::- --

Note by the Clerk.-About 44 members have seceded from Riley's 
Creek Church, bPcause their pastor and some few other brethren, were 
in favor of the Mis, ionary cause ; and 1 from Moore's Creek church.- ' 
The Li1nestone church has entirely withdrawn from our Association . 

• 
Price for printing 2G dollars • 

' 
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