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* ! Elder Jacob Lock, was chosen moderator; and Richard Garnets,
: {‘\ Cleck, ! b

Letters from our sister a‘ssoéiations" were called for, and such as
7%?‘ ;
‘ Alg

£ wr‘} . ved\ were read, and the messengers invited to seats, as
20!} s _.I,,("E'_ o & ™ “’
qztf«)m ¢ River, D. L. Mansfield. From Salem, Ky. D. S.
'{ enry Gordon. From Goshen, C. H. Stutteville, J. L.
Kelly aod S. Buckhannon. From Bethel, brother Lamb. From
Russell’s Creek, Wm. Brown and Johnson Graham. From Drake’s
Cuwetk, no letter or messenger. From Barren River, a frierdly
letter, declining a fall correspondence with this association, but ex=
pressive of a hope that the objections (which they conceive to be
imaginary) may not hereafter prevent our correspondence—by Asa
Young, John Clark and Abner H. Snow, who were invited to seats.
Hall, Seag and Burrows, ministering brethren, being present, were
invited to seats. { : !
Bethlehem, a newly constituted church, was received as a mem-
ber of this association, and her messengers invited to seats.
The moderator and clerk, and hrethren Thomas Edwards, Ralph
. Petty and A. M. Barret, were appointed a committee to arrange the
business of the association. i ; i
 James Lock, Isham Hardy, Henry Kubank, Robert C. Blakey,
John Burnam and Jesse C. Rountree, were appointed 'a committee
.to prepare the necessary letters of correspondeice,
Peyton Cook, William R. McFerran and Richard Garnett, were
appointed a committee to examine and report the circular letter.
Flders Mansficld, Burrows and Buckbannon, were appointed to
reach on to-morrow, commencing at 10 o’clock,
Adjourned until Monday morning, 9 o’clock,

On Monday morning, August 13th, 1238, met according to ad-
- journment, and after prayer and praise, proceeded to business..

The rules of decorum wereread. The committee of arrangement
made a report, which was approved and the committee discharged.

The circular letter was reported, read, approved and ordered to
be printed with these minutes,

Brother Hawkins, a preacher of the goapel, being present, was
invited to a seat,

Agreed that our next association be beldat New Hope Church,in
Barren county, Ky. on the 2nd Saturday in August, 1839,

Te committee appointed to wrie letters of correspondence, re-
ported them, and they were read and approved, and messengers
appointed to bear them:=~To Gasper’s River, James T. Wheeler.
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Fo Salem, Ky. Frederick Meredith and John Wilson., To Goshen,
Jor Jores and William Skaggs, To Russell’s Creek. J o I,
Bramfield, Aaron Alderson, John Wilson, James Loc ‘
Edwards and Ralph Petty, ‘ i ThE
~  With Bethel Association our correspondence iwﬁ a2d, 1 e
 Agreedtosend a friendly letter to Barren River A, CTWA
that brother James 'I'. Wheeler write it—which beikg reporied,
read and approved, brethren Ralph Petty, Wm. Wright, Shadrach
Hays, Wm, Heudrick and Stephen Ratliff, were appoiri‘_tpd't.(’j.b,ear
P B e ‘
’Agveed to dispense with a circular letter for next year.
Elder James Lock is appointed to preach the introductory sermon
at our next association—and Frederick Meredith his alternate,
Agreed to divide this association into four districts, as follows—
the first district to be composed of the Glasgow, Mount Tabor, Mount
Pisgah, Blue Spring, Three Springs, Salem & Bethlehem churches;
the second district of Boiling Spring, Green River, New Hope,
- Nolynn and Cedar Spring churches; the third district Brownville,
Holly Spring, Ivy, Big Reedy and Beaver Dam chuarches: and the
fourth district of the chuiches of Sinking Creek, Smith’s Grove,
Mou -t Olive, Bowlinggreen znd Barren River—in order that the
annual meetings of the association may he in rotation in these dis-
tricts, provided the churches approve of it and signify it in their
Jetters next year, P ‘ ! 1
- James Lock and Thomas Edwards were appointed {o settle with
the treasurer, and receive and report contributions—who reparted
" the present yeat’s contributions to amount to $17 93 cts.
Peyton Cook and James M. Pendleton, were appointed to settle
with our former treasurer, and report next year.
Aoreed to have six hundred copies of these minutes printed,and
that Richard Garnett superintend the printing and digt}rib@tig‘n_
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CIRCULAR," i
BELOVED BRETHREN—Since our last assemblage, you will
pEEccive from the minutes, the candle of the Lord has shone round
a,;out,;w,? Lesert has been made to blossom as the rose, and the
plajse oft ard the songs of Zion have been heard in eve‘ry
vale an%ec
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:d" fiom hill to hill.' ' The lost have been trumpeted
up, the dead have been made alive through Christ, and the grate
of God, which miuistereth salvation, has been experlenced by many,

Amidst our elevation of feeling, when contemplating the goodness
" and melcy of God on this subject, we should “rejoice with tremb-
ling,” When we reflect how many snares and allurements awaitius
ou the high way of our pilgrimage, we should sedulously guatrd
against their influence, in fortifying curselves by arming the infrer
man with the “whole armour of God.”

That you may be profited to some extent, and aided in'this gréat
wndertaking, permit us to direct your attention to a passage in Pro-
yerbs, alike applicable to christians whether old or young —“Keep
Chv heart with all diligence; forout of it arc the issues of life.” '

"When our blessed Lord assuined the nature, without the corrup-
tion of man, he was subject to like passions with us.  He was offen
touched with pity. “He was grieve}l in spirit”—he sorrowed dnd
he wept.

Passions, ‘'when properly directed, may be subservient to véry
xseful ends. ~ They royse the dmm'mt powers of the soul; they are
even found to'exalt them. They inspire more lofly sentimentsi~—
They are the active forces of the soul—its highest powers, brought
into movement and exertion.  But, like all other great powers, tHey
are either useful or destractive, according to their direction and
degree. Aswind and fire are instrumental in carrying on many of
the benificent opemtxonq of nature; but when they rise to undue
viole: nee, or deviate from their pro;)er course, their path is marked
with rain,

Through the weakness of the understanding, our passions are
pften directed towards improper objects, and even when their direc-
tion is just, and their objects innocent, thev perpetually tend to fun
into excess; they always hurry us towards their gratification with
] blind and dangerous impetuosity.

On these two points, then, turns the whole government of our pas-
s10ns:—1st, toascertain the proper objects of their pursuit, and next
to restrain them in that pursuit when they would cairy us beyénd
the bounds of reason.  On the evils which flow from unrestramed
passions, it is needless to speak, "Hardly are there any o ignorant

‘ar inconsiderate; as not to admit that where passion is allowed to
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peign, both happiness and virtue are impaired. Think how wmuch
more of true enjoyment is lost by the violence of passion, thau by
the want of those things which give occasion to it. Persuade your-
scives that the favour of God and the possession gf i ue,_ form the
chict happiness of rational nature. -

I order to obtain the command of passion, acq e the power of
gelf denial, The self denial of a christian consists not ﬁ perpetual
seclusion from, and universal renunciation of, the innecent comforts
of the world: it requires no such unnecessary sacrifices, [t consists
& our being ready, on proper occasions, to abstain from pleasure, or
submit to suffering for the sake of duty and of Christ. If we possess
‘not this power, we shall be the prey of every loose inchination that
ehances to arise.

Pampered by confinual indulgence, all our passions will become
smuiinous and he mOng. Desire, not reason, will be the ruling
priciple of our conduct.

Impress your mind with the fact, that nothing is what it appears
to be when you are under the power of passion; that no judgment
which you then form, can bein the least depended upon as sound or
trve.  The fumes which arise from a heart boiling with vielent pas-
sions, never fail to darken ind trouble the understanding. When
the gourd withered, underithe shade of which the prophet Jonah
reposed, his mind already ruffled by the disappointment of his pre-
dicticns, lost, on occasion of this slight incident, all command of
itself, and in the midst of his impatience, “he wished to die rathes
than to live.” Instead of being calmed by that expostulating voice,
‘®Doest thou well, O Jonah, to be angry because of the gourd?”’ he
replied with great emotion—*I do well to be angry even unto

d ath.,” Butdid Jonah think so when his passion had abated? Do
- these sentiments bear the least resemblance fo that bumble and
devout prayer, which on another occasion, when in his calm mind, he
putup to God?

Passions are quick and strong emotione, which by degrees subside.
Temper is the disposition which remains after their emotions are
past, and which forms the habitual propensity of the soul.  The pas-
sions are like the stream when swollen by the torrent and ruffled by
the winds; the temper resembles it when running within its bed,
with its natural velosity and force, The influence oftemperls more
silent and imperceptible than that of passion; it operates with less
violence, hut as its operation is constant, it prodyces effects ng less
considerable. -
~ Mary consider a good temper upon the same footing: with a
healthy copstitution of body: they cansides it a natura] felicity
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whicth some enjoy; but for the want of which others are not merally
culpahle or accountable to God, and hence the opino:: may prevail
that a bad temper might be consistent with a stiie’of grace.

Tf this we e T Kt would overturn that whole doctrine of which
the Gospel is sg tull—that regeneration or charge of nature is the
essentinlcharacteristic of a christian. It would suppose that grace
might dwell amidst malevolence and rancour, and that Heaven might
be enjoyed by such as are strangers to chayity aud love.

Let none imagine that the human heart is a soil altogether unsus
ceptible of culture, or th#t the worst temper may not, through the
assistance ofgrace,bbc reformed by attention and discipline.  Settled
depravity of temper, is always owing to our own indulgence.

Daty towards God, requires of us the cultivation of a devout tere
per—it denotes that sensibility of heart towards the Supreme Being
which springs from a deep 1mpressionof his perfections on the souk.:
God dwells upon his thoughts as a benefactor and a father, to whose
voice he hearkens with joy. ~ Amidst the occurrences of life, his mind
naturally opens {o the admiration of his wisdom, the reverence of his
power, and the love of his transcendent goodness. [t facilitates the
discharge of every duty towards God and man. At theé same time
it is a temper peaceful and serene—el ‘ated and rejoicing: it opens
pleasing prospects to the mind; it banishes harsh and bitter passions.

When the temper is truly devout, “the peace of God whick
passeth understanding, keepeth the heart and soul.”

The proper state of our temper in respect to our intercourse with
one another, may be with propriety presented. And first, it shoulg
bt a peaceable temper, a disposition averse to giving offence, desirous
of cultivating harmony and amicable intercourse in society.

“ "This supposes yielding and condescerding manners, unwillingness
to contend with others about trifies, and in contests that are unae
voidable, proper moderation of spirit. Such a temper is the first
principle of self enjoyment.

The positive and contentious, the rude and quarrelsome, are the
bane of society. - They seem destined to blast the small share of
comfort which nature and religion have here alloted to man. Ia
the tempests which they raise, they are always tossed, and frequertiy
itis their lot to perish. A peaceable temper 18 disposed to view "
conduct of others with fairness and impartiality. This is oppcsed
to a jealous and suspicious temper, which ascribes every action to the
worst motive. If you would be happy within yourself or in vour
connexion with others, guard against this maligrant spirit. ;

Study that chiarity “which: thinketh no evil,” avd which can aljow
you to observe an errer witheut imputing itas a crimes
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