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LEBANON. Ky., August 20th, 1867. 
At the plaee and on the date above written. the members of South District 

.\ssociation met. ]%1. 1-1. McDonald, elected last year to preach the introduc­
tory sermon at this session. and Eld. D. H. Selph, his alternate. both being ab­
'ent. Eld. J. L. Tichenor preacheu the sermon from Matthew XXIV: 14. Au­
jourued till 2Yz o'clock. P. 1\1. 

2}2' O'CLOCK, P. :1\'1. 
Met again. Letters ami messengers from the churches called. Namcs en­

rolled and stati~tics noted. (See Tabular Exhibit.) 
1'pon ballot Eld. B. Kemper was again chosen Moderator and Eld. 'V. T. 

Wood Clerk of the body. Prayer then oft"ered by Eld. W. B Arvin. An op­
portunity for the a(lllli,;sion of new churches being given. Union Cllllrch. Mer­
cer county. Ky., applies through her messengers by pre,;enting her con;;titu~ 
tion. On motion said constitution is i"eferred to a committee for exmninatioll. 
Bro. R. Graham and.Elders.J. L. Tichenor, D. Bruner, J. E. Carter and A. S. 
Worrell constitute the committee. 

A committee on Divine Serviee being appointed. report Eld. 'Von'ell to 
preach at the Presbyterian Church to-night, and Eld. Tilford at the Baptist. 

011 call of the Moderator. letters aud messengers from eorrcsponding associ-
ations were reported as fullows. viz: 

BAPTIST-N one. 
NELSON-None. 
SOUTH KENTUCKy-Samuel Hill. 
ELiUlom,,-None. 
TATE'S CRlmK-Elds. J. S. Higgins and W. B. Arvin, and Bros. Evan W:t-

ter~ and Geo. 'Vaters. 
MIDDLE DISTHlCT-None. 
Boo:-m's CHEEK-~one. 
CmlB~;ULAND RIVlm-Eld. 'V. T. Reynolds and Bro.J. ~1. Miller. 
On motion, Eld. )Yon'ell w[.~ allded to Educational Committec. (See ill 

Tabular Exhibit.) 
The Circular Letter being called for, is read by Eld. J. L. Tiehenor, amI re­

ferred to a committee. 
A C0111ll1ittee of Elds. Tichenor anu Carter and Bro. Ball to draft an oruer 

of business for the present session of the body is appointed. 
Adjourned till SYz o'clock. A. M., to-morrow. with prayer by Eld. J. E. Car­

ter. 
'VEDXESDAY, 8;~ O'CLOCK, A, M. 

Met again. Prayer by Eld. H. H. Tilfonl. Song, "How tedious and taste­
less the hours." 

By a vote of the body Bro. A. Cook is enrolled as delegate from Danville 
Church and Bro. M. Rogers from his. 

Minutes of previolls day read and approved. 
Brethren Thompson, of Mo., and Shuttleworth, of Louisville, were invited 

to sit with the body. 
Report of the Committee on order of business is read and adopted. Report 

of committee on constitution of Union Church is likewiw adopted. On mo­
tion. the ehureh, with suggested changes in her constitution, is admitted into 
the association. The ~Ioderator extends the right hand of fellowship to her 
delegates. 

Report of eOlllmittee on Circular Letter being favorable is auopted. 
Brethren Curd anu Rogers are appointed to write the corresponding letter 

to sister associations. 
On motion the body aecepts the invitation to meet with Bethlehem Church, 

'Yashington county, Ky., on Tuesday after 3d Saturday in August, 1868. 
Eld. J. E. Carter is electcd to preach the next introductory sermon; and 

Eld. W. T. Wood is elected his alternate. 
The following brethren consent to go as messcngers to corresponding asso­

ciations, viz: 
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IhpTlST-Ellls. D. Bruner and H. H. Tilford, and Brethren D. :U. Wheeler 
:tlHI L. Rice. 

XELso:<:-Brethren U. Rogers and W. H. Whitehead. 
SOUTH KE)o!T{lCKy-Eld. D. Bruner and Bro. W. H. Whitehead. 
ELKIlOR:<:--EllIs. A. S. Worrell and J. L. Tichenor. 
TATE'fi CUEKK-Elds .• T. E. Carter, J. L. Tichenor and B. Kemper. 
flumm's CllEEI{-Eld. J. L. Tichenor. 
}IIDDLB DrsTRIcT-Elds. D. Bruner itnd 'V. T. 'Yood. 
LONG RUN-None. 
RUSSELL'S CUBEK--None. 
CU~IBERLAND RIVER-Eld. J. E. Carter. 
Report of the Executive Board is presented by Bro. R. Graham and adopted. 
A Illotion, with amendment, that the money now in the hands of the Treas-

IIrer of this Board be placed in the hands of the Corresponding Secretary of 
t.he Executive Board of the General Association of Kentucky, to be expended 
in payinO' for missiohary labor in the bounds of this association, is adopted. 

A lIlotion to urge ministera to do voluntary missionary work resulted in 
t.he following pledges, viz: J. E. Carter, four weeks; J. L. Tichenor, twenty 
flays; W. T. W 00(\, twenty days; D. Bruner, six weeks; B. Kemper, twenty 
days; H. H. Tilford, twenty days; W. T. Gordon, all he can; Bro. Bcll agrees 
in behalf of Harrodsburg church to see Eld. Tilford paid. in addition to regu­
I.lr salary, for missionat"Y work. Bro. T. C. Milburn gives $5. Bro. M. Rog­
.~rs gi ves Eld. Bruner $5. 

On motion Ex. Board at Danville discontinued. 
Corresponding Letter read and approved. 
The ~Ioderator excuses Bro. R. C. Milburn a.nd two other brethren from 

further attendance. 
Elds. Bruner and Tilford are put on the Committee on Foreign Missions. 
The Uoderator appoints the following brethren a committee to report con­

(,ct'lling Kentucky University, viz: T. C. Bell, J. E. Carter, D. Bruner, J. L. 
Tichenot· and R. Graham. 

Bro. Bell oilers a Illotion for the appointment of a committee to look up 
t.he constitution of this association, and if necessat'y, draft rules for the gov­
erning of this hody at its future meetings, which is adopted. This commit­
tee is instructed to report at our next annnal meetiug. 

I~ld. W. T. Wood is selected by the body to write the next Circular letter. 
By vote the business is suspended till 2U' P. 111., for religious exercises. 

2U' O'CLOCK, P. M. 
Singing. Prayer by Eld. A. S. Worrall, wh<? then introduced resolutions 

<:ommendatory of the "Western Recorder," whiCh are adopted. 
Report of Committee (J. L. Tichenor, Chairman) on Sabbath Schools adopt­

ed. 
Report of Committee (H. H. Tilford, Chairman,) on Foreign Missions adopt­

ed. After speech by Eld. H. G. Crews. a collection of $51 55 is raised for For­
eign Missiolls, and paid over to him as agent. The Chairman (Bro. Bell) of 
Committee 011 Kentucky University presents the report. On motion to ad­
journ till 8U' P. M., to-mol'row, prayer by Eld. J. S. HigO'ins. 

At ni)!:ht a mass meeting for Home Missions was hel8. The report of the 
committee is read, discussed, and approved. A collection of $30 30 in money 
and $45 in pledges is raised. Dismissed till A. M. 

8Y2' O'CLOCK, THURSDAY, A. M. 
1I10derator calls the house to order. 
Prayer by Eld. J. L. Tichenor. 
Letter from Nelson Association is presented, aud her delegates, N. Wrigh t 

and .J. P. Wright are admitted to seats. 
Minutes of previous day rea.d and adopted. 
El(l. lI. Hollllan, Agent for Domestic ~Iissions, presents their claims and 

receives $25 50. 
Report of COlllmittee on Education read and approved. The following 

memoers are then appointed on that committee, viz: Elds. H. McDonald. J. 
E. Carter, J. L. Tichenor, W. T. Wood and H. H. Tilford. . 

Report of Committee on Kentucky University. with resolutions, presented 
by the Chairlllan, T. C. Bell, and adopted. Moved by Eld. Carter, and ca:r­
riccI, that the report and resolutions be sent to .. 'Yestern R.ecorder" for publi­
cation, with request that all religious and secular papers copy the m. 



Ucsointion prc8cntell and wi thclra Wit by El<l. Tilfor,l, in regard to basis of 
I·epresentation. 

}\Ioved and carried that tll(' thallk~ of the body be tcndercd to the citizens 
of Lebanon and vicinity for their kindness and hospitttlity to the members 
d llring their stay. 

On motion, adjourned tillllext yeaI', with singing. and prayer by Eld. II. 
( •. Crews. 

----~== . - . ---.----~===~-------

CORRESPONDING LETTER. 
--0--

TILe South District Association, 1WW in session with tiLe Ohurch at Leba­
non, Marion county, Ky., to th,e Associations with whom we correspond, 
greeting: 
DEAR BR~;THREN-Prompted by sincere feelings of friendship and christian 

"ympathy and love, we gladly embrace this opportunity of corresponding 
with you. We have not much news of interest to communicate. Our churches 
are generally represented at our present session. The letters from the church­
es indicate universal peace and harmony in their bodies. Some complain of 
coldness in religion, while others report refreshing seasons from the Lord. 

Our churches and association are awakening to the great importance of mis­
sion. especially Home Missions. May we not ask yonr co-operation in this 
and every good work? and let ns push forward the great cause of Christ to 
every destitute section. We regret that so few of your delegates are with ns 
this year. May we not in the future hope to meet you more generally, and 
cultivate Christian love 'tnd friendship? 

Our next association will be held with the church at Bethlehem, Washing­
ton county, Ky., on Tuesday after the 3d Saturday in August, 1868, at which 
time and place we trust we shall meet you. May the peace and grace of God 
3bidewith you all. 



CIRCULAR LETTER. 
--0--

The careful reader of the Bible is often reminded of the beaut.v and force of 
the various types, figures allll symbols designe<l to illustrate and unfold to the 
mind solemn and Illonwntous truth". Imlel'(l. nearly every impo)'tant tnlth 
pertaining to the kingdom of the "lessiah was typified 01' illustratedunller till' 
Old 1\, .. italllellt <lispell~:ltion. )lany persons. places and events were used to 
unfold the gran:! trutlu; concel'lling the kingdom of the coming Messiah. The 
Apostle Panl ealls thelIl "shadows of gooll thill!.!s to corne." )1ose~, Melehisedec 
awl David each typified Christ in hi~ prophetical. priestly and kingly office. 
The brazen serppnt typified a "rucified Savior. Leprosy was a disease incura­
hie by human i'kill. amI is eon~idered by many. as a type of sin. We leal'll 
that wlwn a leper was cured he was required to go to the priest and have a 
(,ertain eer~II1onr performed upon him. thus deelaring or symholizing the 
grand truth that he had alreally been eured of his disease. As there were 
I':ll'ious type,; all(1 fig'urcs und".r tlw 01<1 Testament dispensation pointing' to 
eoming' event,; or truths. so under the present di~pensation we have symbob 
left us by our Divine ;\L\ster, pointing to past events or truths of the decp­
est and most interesting character . The~e symbols are Baptislll and thc Lord's 
Supper. The brea(l and wine are used as symbols by all evangeliealdenomi­
nations. When the Savior said, "This is my body," "This is my blood," he 
(lid not meau it ill a Iiteml sense, but ollly in a representation or ~ymbolic 
seu"e. To say that we mu~t take the exprc"siollS "This is Illy body"-"'Thb 
is my blood"-ill a literal sense. contmdiets every principle of biblical inter­
pretation,-contmdiets the testimony of our own senses, and forces liS to 
adopt at oacc the absurd dogma of Tmns-"ubstantiation, 

As we vicw the elements of the LOI'lj'sSllpper as being symbols of O~Ir SIL­
vior's broken body and shed blooc1-3)'1ubolizillg' or setting forth grand and 
soleIIIII tmths-so we must view baptism as a symbol in all of its relations. 
If one ordinancc instituted by our King in Zion be symbolic in its design, why 
not the others? As in the supper we sho,,, his death, so in baptism we show 
also his death, burial and l'('!'urreetion. As in the Snpper we symbolically 
'"eat his tlesh" amI "llrink his blood," so in baptism our "sins" lire syIIIboli­
~al;y "wa~he(l away." That bapti"m is a symbol is plainly taught: "Know 
ye not that so llHUI)' of us a~ were baptised into Jesus Chri~t were baptised in­
to IIi..; death?" This passage. takcnin a literal sense. states what is eontrary 
to fact. Xo Olle ean be literally baptised into Clirist'g death. 'We are not LlT­
ImALLY DI~AD when baptised, The meaning is, in baptisIll we represent or set 
[()l·th Chrbt's death. In thb eonuection baptism is called a ltkeness. For if 
we have been pl'UIted together in t.he likeness of his death we shall also be in 
the likeness of hi . ., resurreetion. From the reasoning of the Apostle, we learn 
that baptism symbolizes the death, burial and resurrection of Christ, and Wl~ 
in that act, deeiare our faith in that grand truth for salvation. The death. 
bnriul awl rewrrection of Christ is the g'l'andest event iii the world's history. 
It is the great central truth around which every other tI'lIth in the seheme of 
rCllemption reyolves. Hob the gospel of this trnth, and we no longer have 
,1 gospel. Destrvy this truth-then there will be no resnrrection, no Justifica­
tion, no eleansing of the blood of .J esus by the Holy Spirit, no salvation, The 
brighte,;t hop" of the Chrbtian will sink into the darkest despair. If other 
import:llIt truths h:tve been typified or symbolized. who shall say that tid,; 
most important of all shall Ilot be also? 

B:lptisIl1 j,; e:tlled in 1st Peter, 3d chapter, aji[Jul'e. In speaking of the salva­
tion of the eight souls savell by watcr. he Hays: "The like figure whereunto 
baptism doth also now save 115." 'l'he salvation of Noah and his family was a 
tigllre; >'0 is our baptism a like figure-both figures of our real salvation, by 
the resurrection of Jesus Christ. If Christ be not raised. your faith is yain; 
yc are yet in your sins. lIe was raised for our justification. Baptism being a 
"figure." conveys an iden similar to thnt of a symbol. Hence we are figura­
tively saved in baptism. He that believeth and is baptised shall be savcd, 
Ill' that believes the truth symbolized in our baptism shall bc saved, The truth 
of the resurrection of Jesus was often declared by the apostles, They preached 
.Jesus and the resurrection. His resurrection was proof of his burial. His 
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bnrial was proof of his (leath. His reslllTPction wa~ proof of hi>, DiYinity. 
lleelaring him to be thp Son of God. a('("onling to tht, "ph·it of holin('s". How 
beautiful the ~y\llbol whidl so appropriately s('t~forth the grand central truths 
of the gospel. 

The death. burial aml resnrrection of Christ is not the only truth declared 
in our baptism. Onr own (]path to sin, and ollr own rel'nrn'(,tion to walk iil 
newness of lilt\ llllH!t be symbolizp(1. FOrllwrly we were dead in tre"passe,. 
:tll(l ill ~ills. bllt now are we alive unto God. ~ow we are dead 10 sin, bl'ing 
qnicken!'(l by the lIoly Spirit. It is the greatC'st e,'cnt in our own history. 
l:-ihall we not symbolize it ~ How sllall we that are dead to I'inliy(' any longer 
therein? Know ye not that so many of ns as were baptbed into .Jesus Christ 
were baptisC'd into his dl'ath? Therefore we are bnril'd with him by haptim1 
into death. that like as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of th!' 
Father. e\"('n ~o we al~o should walk in nC'Wlll'SS of life. Buried with hUn in 
baptism. wherein also ye are risen with him throngh the fllith of the operatioll 
of God. who hath raised him from the deal!. In our baptism we ~Ylllboliz(' 
ollr death to sin, 

The water u~ed in baptislll s~·mbolb:es the cleansing PO\\'('r of the Hol y 
~Jlirit, by the application of the blood of Je'lls. In Scriptllre water is often 
referred to oeeal1~e of it~ e1eansing properties. 'Yater is the appointed ele­
ment; a hapti~lIl in wine or oil is illvalid all(1 IIllseriptnral. 

Can any lllan forbid \Yakr that tl)(',,(, "hollld not be baptised which hay!' re­
('dved the Holy Gho"t as w('ll as w('~ Thl' "washing of regclll'rat.on" is con­
necte(l with the "renewing of the Holy Spirit:' "Born OfW:lH'r" is cOllllPete(l 
with "born of the spirit." Born of ,vater Jllcaning- "baptism" only ~Ylllbol­
izes the "lJil'th of the "pirit:' In this sYinbolie sense bapthml sustains a rda­
tion to the remission or washing away of 0111' sins. A rise and be baptis('d and 
wa~h away thy "ins. Hepent and be baptised every Olle of you in the name of 
the Lonl Jesus fOr the relllbsion of sins. ~ollle deny baptism sustaining any 
relation to the rellli,.,sioll of our sins in allY s('n~e whatever. Hit does not. what 
lIIean the aboye passages~ Let us not 80 nll](~h fear one ('xtrellle as to rnsh 
into the other. Baptism lwing a symbol. the fads must exist b~(f)1'e Ihi'1/ call 
be ~Y1nb()lized, 01' el8e Ihe 8ymbol tells afalselwod. This is evillent from Panl: 
Else what shall they do whieh arc baptised for the dea(l, if the d('ad rise not 
at all ~ Why are they then baptised lor the (It'ad? His argnment is this: If 
the resurrpetion of Christ be not true, onr baptism tells a thl;;ehood; f(H" in our 
I.mptism we sYlllbolize that as a truth which is fal"e. Baptism. symbolizing­
the several above truths. forbids the idea of illfant baptism Oil one hand, amI 
"baptismal rernis"ioll" Oil the othpr, as held by the "Current Reformation," aml 
('stablishes clearly the proppr aetion as well as a proper subject. The immer­
sion of a believc'r in watc"r only ean symbolize the nb0ve truths. Baptj,:ts are 
the only people "'hnse baptism sets forth these glorious truths. Pedo-baptist~ 
in ba]lti;;m e1aim to set forth the eleansing power of the Spirit. but fail to ac­
knowledge the death. hurial and resurrectioll :of Christ, The "Disciples" 
claiming an tlctual connection bet,Yeen baptism aull remis8ion of SillS. strivp 
to tnrn the symbol into the reality. Let us hold to the truth as our IHug-ha" 
given it to us. If we corrnpt or pern'rt the symbol. so we pervert. or eorrupl 
the truth ;;ymholized. 
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