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This booklet is published by the graduates and
pupils of Seinan Jo Gakuin for the establishment
and growth of which, as well as the evangeliz-
ation of the people, Rev. J. H. Rowe gave his life.
May it be used as one of the means to perpetuate
the influence of a noble character among those for
whom he unselfishly labored till the end.

September 12, 1930.
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Rey. J. H. Rowe

1876—1929

— Twenty-three years of consecrated labor in Japan —
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Family

Taken in Kokura in 1927
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Richmond’s Championship Team

“Small wonder that a fellow-missionary and seminary classmate
should call to mind the athlete he was in the early years, the great
strong body to be too soon used up in unstinted service.”






Graduates of Richmond University
1591015
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At Southern Baptist Theological
Sem'nary, Louisville, Kentucky,






Seinan Jo Gakuin
The Southern Baptist Girls’ School

Kokura, Japan,
Founded in 1921.
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Mr. Rowe at baptism
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Mr. Rowe with groups of graduates,
taken July 25, 1929
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“Come ye apart and rest awhile”’
“The grave in a hillside cemetery in Yokohama
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1929

Established Seinan Jo Gakuin.

July 30 Left Kokura for Karuizawa.

August 1-4  Attended the Conference of Federation of Missions at Karuizawa,
Japan.

August 5  Gotemba.

August 6-8 Conducted the annual Southern Baptist Mission Conference as
Chairman.

August 8§ Contracted pneumonia.

August 12 Died at 4: 50 P. M. Gotemba, Japan.

August 14  Burial at Yokohama.
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History of Rev. John H. Rowe.

BIRTH : November 13. 1876.
Achilles, Virginia, U. S. A.
HOME : Eldest of eight children.

Father was a farmer.

1896 : Graduated from Westpoint Academy.
1903 : Graduated from Richmond University with B. A.
1906 : Graduated from the Theological Seminary at Louisville, Ky. with Th. M.

Missionary Nagasaki, Japan.

1921 Missionary Kokura, Japan.



walked about the settlement looking at the trees which had grown a great deal since he had seen
them, he talked interestingly about the addresses on Christian work that he had heard at
Karuizawa. But when I showed him the swimming pool and asked if he would not go in for a
swim he said he would wait till he was feeling better before going in. He said the same thing
the next day and this was the first intimation we had that he was not really well. (But little
did we think then that we should have him with us only a week almost to the minute.)

Our annual Mission meeting began on Tuesday night Aug. 6, and as Mr. Rowe was Chair-
man of the Mission he presided at the opening meeting and introduced Bro. Clarke who wwmmn:ma
the sermon. He presided and led the devotional service on Wednesday morning and dwelt on
the words of Christ ‘< Come ye apart and rest awhile.” (Mk.6:31). He presided Wednesday
afternoon and Thursday morning, leading us as usual with his fine spirit and clear thinking. But
at noon Thursday he was too sick to go on. A thermometer was procured and showed that he
had a high fever. We called Dr. Miyata at once and the doctor saw no signs of anything but
influenza. But on the following day the doctor said to me very definitely that it was pneumonia,
and this diagnosis was confirmed to the end by both doctors. .

At three o’clock on Friday, Aug. 9 when the hour came for the final consecration service of
our mission meeting, Mr. Rowe’s fever was 105.6 and both he and Mrs. Rowe wanted a foreign
doctor called from Tokyo or Yokohama. Dr. Miyata said he was sure of the diagnosis and
thought he was doing, all that could be done, hut he would welcome a foreign doctor if Mrs. Rowe
wished to call one. An American lady doctor at the Club advised that the advice of the .Hmv.mdmmm

I'H



NI NO OKA, GOTENBA
AUGUST 20, 1929.

The Home-going of Brother John Hansford Rowe.

We were so unprepared for the home-going of Brother Rowe that we are still dazed and it
has been hard to write about it. He was faithful and earnest in his work and stayed at his
usual task this summer till July 30. And we gather that the very last days at Kokura were
spent in a very earnest effort to help with the evangelistic work. It is believed that his last
audible words a short time before the end came were ‘¢ The Evangelistic Work.”

I went down to Numazu early on the morning of July 31 to receive from Mr. Rowe a
stereopticon machine and slides he had brought for our use at Gotenba. He stayed on the train
for Karuizawa and Mrs. Rowe and the little girl came to Gotenba. Mr. Rowe seemed as well
as usual, but was tired after the extreme heat of the preceeding weeks.

He attended the annual Conference of the Federation of Missions at Karuizawa for several
days and from his reports he must have attended very faithfully, and he took a keen interest in
the preccedings, especially such addresses as that of Dr. Nitobe.

Mr. Rowe reached our house at Ni no Oka at about 4:30 P. M. on August 5. The house
was full of children and their mothers who had been invited in to meet Mary Elizabeth Rowe
and her mother, it being Mrs. Bouldin’s birthday. Mr. Rowe seemed well enough and as we



encourage him, but still he told her what was on his mind and assured her that he knew where he
was going and was ready to go.

At noon Monday, the nurse called for oxygen and I went for it on a bycycle and Mr. Rowe
took the oxygen till the end came. At the nurse’s urgent request we called both doctors, but the
foreign doctor came with another nurse after the end came. The Japanese doctor came soon after
noon and did what he could. He came again at night at our request to make sure that life was
gone before the body was surrounded with ice.

The rapid breathing throughout the afternoon seemed to be Mr. Rowe’s last supreme voluntary
effort to take the oxygen and try to get well in response to the kindness and wishes of those who
were doing everything in their power to save his life. But the fearful disease had advanced
with amazing swiftness. I had never observed so aggressive an illness.  The doctors both ex-
pressed surprise that the end came so quickly (But one could almost feel the goodness of God who
seemed unwilling that the suffering of so good a man and so faithful a servant should be pro-
longed unduly.)

At 4:00 P. M. Monday, Mrs. Rowe asked me to call Mr. and Mrs. Hind, dear praying friends.
They came and were praying with Mrs. Rowe when the nurse asked me to call Mrs. Rowe. She
came to his side where she had been day and night. There was no struggle but at 4:50 P. M.
on Monday August 12, 1929, the beautiful spirit of John Hansford Rowe went quietly to his
Father and Savior and soon on his face was an expression of peace.

The faithful nurse, Itagaki San, worked on alone, loyally preparing the body for its last rest.

12
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doctor be followed. = We made investigations at once and on Saturday morning I wired to Tokyo
for a doctor and nurse. Late Saturday night a reply came that no nurse was available and that
that doctor could not come. Then Mr. Williamson wired to Dr. Getslaff at Tokyo and he wired he
would arrive at noon Sunday. This he did bringing a Japanese nurse, Itagaki San, who worked
for the next 30 hours almost without a rest. Dr. Getslaff made a careful examination and just
as he was through, Dr. Miyata came and they talked the case over together, partly through me
as interpreter. They agreed as todiagnosis and treatment and Dr. Getslaff stayed till Monday
morning.  He got up about 2: 00 A. M. and gave his persenal service till daylight.

Mr. Rowe was happy to have a nurse and a foreign doctor but his fever continued high and
he seemed to sleep only a few hours all told in as many days. So by Monday morning he was in
such pain that he did not wish to be touched. IHe said every fiber of his body Wwas in constant
pain.

On Sunday Dr. Getslaff was hopeful though he said the illness was serious. On Monday
morning he told me that if Mr. Rowe could hold out for two days he would get well, but it was
a question whether his heart could hold out. He said there were two things that made the case
specially serious. One was the fact that Mr. Rowe had doubtless had fever for three or four days
before he went to bed and had thus used up his reserve of strength. During the same period he
had not cared to eat and had taken little nourishment. The other unfavorable factor was the lack
of a strong will to live.  Mr. Rowe, especially Sunday night, had told Mrs. Rowe that the end
was near and wanted to talk with her about his affairs, his work and so on. She did not



(Then while “God be with yon till we meet again’ was being sung the body was lowered to
its last resting place just by the side of little Mary Ganette Bouldin on the very spot where Mr.
Rowe had prayed a beautiful prayer at the little one’s burial just 20 years and one day, to the
hour, before his own spirit went to God.) .

Dr. Hereford had said that he had known J. H. Rowe for more than 20 years and had never
heard him say anything about anyone that he had to repent of afterwards.

G. W. Bouldin spoke of the body of an athlete that Mr. Rowe had brought to Japan 23
years ago, and by sacrificial faithful service had spent it all in that short period of time.

Dr. Walne said on the way to Yokohama he had read the 13th Chapter of First Corinthians
and checked off the qualities ascribed to Love, and found that he could apply them all to his
friend, Mr. Rowe.

Mr. Hara said that bIr. Rowe had died the death of a martyr as truly as any of the martyrs
of old, but had walked to this martyr’s death by a path more difficult than many that were more
spectacular.

Truly a princely man, a faithful soldier of the Cross has fallen among us. It will be only
by the special grace of God if we soon see his like again.

Let us honor his memory and closing our ranks let us try to carry on his work by the help
of God.

These feeble words are written in memory of a friend through twentysix years. No one

ever had a Dbetter or more faithful friend. This earth is poorer and heaven is richer since he

RS
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At Mrs. Rowe’s request I began to prepare a list for sending telegrams. It was agreed that a
funeral service should be held at Ni no Oka on the 13th and burial at Yokohama on the 14th.
Missionary friends in the community volunteered to watch through the night.

Mr. Robson the Christian Undertaker came at noon on the 13th and the hearse f{rom
Yokohama with casket arrived at 3:00 P. M. As soon as preparation could be made, the body was
carried in the casket to the little church where the whole foreign community and many Japanese
had assembled and where loving hands had brought many beautiful flowers.

From about 4:00 P. M. a tender service was held. Dr. Willamson presided, Dr. Mcalpine
led in prayer, Dr. R. E. Chambers of Shanghai read appropriate Scriptures, and words of respect
were spoken by G. W. Bouldin, Dr. W. F. Hereford and Mr. Serizawa, the last named being the
head man of the village. Mr. Hind led the last prayer.

Many telegrams had come and the Japanese villagers, many of them, made small gifts of
money according to their custom.

Just 24 hours after life had flown, the body was again placed in the hearse and started on its
way to Yokohama. Mr. Robson, of his own accord went with the hearse, sending one of his

helpers by train.

Just at noon on the 14th fourteen American friends and about twentyfive Japanese {riends
met at the Foreign Cemetery at Yokohama and held a burial service.  Mr. Katatani pastor of the
Church at Kokura who had come some 800 miles to be present, led the service and words of

appreciation were spoken by Dr. Walne and Mr Hara.
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went on ahead.
The Graze of God be with us.

G. W. Bouldin
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In Memoriam.

John Hansford Rowe

Died of pneumonia, in Ni on Oka, Gotemba, August 12 th, 1929
(After twenty-three years of consecrated labor in this mission field.)

The year, 1929, goes down in the history of our Mission shadowed by a great sorrow. “God
moves is a mysterious way, his wonders to perform’’, and every event is meaningful could we but
read the meaning in it. There are those of us, however, who, although more than half a year
has passed since it occurred, fail even yet to clearly see what God meant for us to see in the death
of John Riowe. Loss is what it chiefly signifies to us, I am afraid, loss of friend and co-worker,
dearly loved, deeply revered, and valued above others, loss of the finest type of Christian leader-
ship, unselfish, trustworthy, Christlike. = DBut surely, surely, God means for us to find some other

significance in an event of such far-reaching consequences!

In the summer of 1929, the gathering of Southern Baptist missionaries for the annual Mission
meeting presented a pitiful enough aspect at the opening of the conference, so few were they in
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So quiet was his going, so unheralded was the final journey from that summer retreat in the
mountains to a grave in a hillside cemetery in Yokohama, that only a few people, comparatively
speaking, marked his passing. DBut for those of us to whom it was given to know the measure of
his soul, it is not difficult to imagine the splendor of the reception accorded him by the Great

King!

As we write these words we are aware of the nearness of Easter. At the thought, triumphant
words wing -their way into one’s mind, words so pregnant with mystery and wonder that one’s
fingers tremble in writing them down: «“He that liveth and believeth—He that liveth and Delieveth

on me—shall never die”’.

In the lives of Virginia, Harper, Melvin, John and Mary Elizabeth, his five children; in the
lives of hundreds of Japanese girls who will go out from the school which (God grant!) will
always Dear the impress of His character; in churches from whose pulpits, on innumerable
occasions, his voice rang out in glad proclamation of the saving gospel;—in these, and in other
ways, so many ways, will he live and speak through the years.

But we miss him in our small Mission family! Our throats are choked and our eyes are blind
with tears as we recall the sweetness of his smile, the warmth of his hand-clasp, the brotherliness he
always radiated! We lay upon the hearts of our friends in America the burden of our loneliness

X
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number. Yet, before that conference closed, in less than a week, a mortal illness had laid its
destroying touch on one of our fittest and Dbest, and our slender ranks were further depleted.
His going from it would have weakend to an alarming degree the strongest group; in the case of
our little Mission it almost meant ruin. Is it any wonder that we are asking, why? What is ‘the
handwriting on the wall” trying to reveal to us? We must, somehow, w:céﬂm answer to that
question, or else the taking of one of the choicest of ¢the flock’ will be proved a fruitless

sacrifice and vain.

Perhaps we can find the answer in a thoughtful consideration of the burdens he laid down at
his death, his own immediate responsibilities: Principalship of a growing school; charge of a great
evangelistic field, great w:,mz,mm, in population, in difficulties, in promise; chairmanship of the
Mission; and all of the innumerable tasks and duties that devolve upon able and faithful members
of undlermanned Mission bodies! Small wonder that he should have selected as his text for the open-

ing devotional meeting of the conference, the words of One who better than anyone else understood

the limitations of our strength—“Come ye apart and rest a while””.  Small wonder that a fellow-
missionary and seminary classmate should call to mind the athlete he was in the early years, the
great strong body to Dbe too soon used up in unstinted service. Small wonder that a Japanese

colleegue should have referred to him as one who had gone to a ““martyr’s death”’, adding that he
had “‘walked to that death by a path more difficult than many that were more spectacular’.
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and our need. We dare you-to forget, if you can, the three words last heard from the lips of
John Rowe—they were these ¢« The Evangelistic Work’’.

Doubtless he would say, as do the dead in another cause,
“To you from falling hands we throw the torch,
Be yours to hold it high *
and hold it high we must for none of us dare
‘“Break with those who die!”’

Florence Walne
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Memorial Work (Personal)

When my heart, just as well as the others who had known Mr. Rowe, was passing through
the valley of tears last summer, the dear Lord led me out from it by His tender voice, “Was it
not expedient for my disciples of old that I went away from them? IDo you not know Jesus Christ
is the same yesterday and to-day, yea and, forever?’”” Then I prayed much, thought much until I
said to myself, “Well, Mr. Rowe has become a grain of wheat that fell into the earth and died! It
must be then my duty and duties of other friends of Mr. Rowe that we should bear much fruit”.
Since then I have been praying that every soul of Seinan Jo Gakuin may become a fruit of that
precious grain of wheat which fell and died. @ My prayer has been to make the school the very
best one of the kind in the land, mentally, spiritually and physically.

But now the Spirit of God worketh in me and leadeth me not to be contented with the high
school Seinan Jo Gakuin as it is now, but to definitize a long-hoped college Seinan Jo Gakuin

plan as the memorial work of Mr. Rowe. The Spirit of God says to me [ Mr. Rowe was too
big a sacrifice’ for Seinan Jo Gakuin. I North-Kyshu now presents too great an opportunity
for Christian service for Seinan and. [l Both the Board and the Mission have expressed too

favorable ideas toward Seinan Jo Gakuin for her to remain indefinitely merely.a high school.
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the standpoint of higher education for girls this North-Kyushu is entirely an unoccupied territory
indeed. Ether government, or Christian or Buddhist, whosoever starts a college first monopolizes
the previlege of educating the leading women of this important district. Over 30 of our own
graduates are getting college education in various parts in the country. This is the second reason
why I am led to ww% that Seinan Jo Gakuin has too great an opportunity to remain merely a girls’
high school. If we don’t start a college now, when we have paid such a great price, when can we
start it?

The Southern Baptist Mission in Japan has well invested a college for boys. Why will it
refuse to start one for girls? The Board has said that it would give as much Christian education
for girls in Japan as for boys. If we present the need of a college in a right way I believe there
will be no reason why our request should be turned down. This is the reason why I say that
Seinan Jo Gakuin has too favorable a backing for her to remain merely a high school for girls.

SEINAN WOMEN’S COLLEGE
Departments

Literature . .
3 years’ course after high school. Getting teacher’s

Domestic Science . .
. licence on gaduation.
Music

Bible and English shall be taught in all the departments so that graduates can teach these

<
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EXPLANATIONS

Mr. Rowe’s life as principal of the school was so self-sacrificing and perfect that as the
bearers of his work, I feel, it is our God-given duty to do our highest effort to bring up the
standard of the school so that the school shall be a Dbetter instrument for the evangelization of
woman-hood in this country. Was not *“Evangelistic”’ the last thought in his mind that he ex-
pressed even unconsciously? Now however much Seinan Jo Gakuin may qualitatively exceed
others if she is surrounded by many other schools of the same grade, it is logically impossible
for her to cast out a strong light because there is no chance for the light to reach them. A
stand must be given to the lamp so that it shineth unto all that are in the house. Such a spirit
and character as that of Mr. Rowe's ought to be given a chance to influence many schools and
communities through a college and its graduates as teachers and leaders not only through a high
school and its graduates as common homemakers and plain citizens. This is the reason why I
am led to say that Mr. Rowe is too Dig a sacrifice for Seinan Jo Gakuin that she should remain
a girls’ high school indefinitely. .

North-Kyushu is really one big city of nearly one million of inhabitants whithin a reach
of one hour by street car from one end to the other. There are 12 girls’ schools of equal
standard as that of Seinan Jo Gakuin, Dbut there is not even one school of college grade for
girls. Out of almost 1,000 graduates from these girls’ high schools at least 150 girls go out
for higher education to Tokyo, Kyoto, Osaka, Nagasaki or Fukuoka each year. Speaking from



4. Ways to increase are as follows:

(1) 20,000.00 yen Present endowment

(2) 10,000.00 yen Parents’ association fees after 6 years from now.
] 4,40 % 350 x 6::9,240.00 f-interest=10,000.00

(3) 20,000.00 yen New Plan

600 shares of 33.00 yen.

One share shall ve the payment of one yen each month ( for a period
of 3 years, ) ex:zepting August.

33.00x600=19,800.00

No drive shall be made.

May God’s richest blessing be with us.

Matsuta Hara



subjects with efficiency, though not with licence.

Present school shall be called the attached high school to Seinan Women’s College.

MONEY NEEDED FOR THE ESTABLISHMENT
OF SEINAN WOMEN’S COLLEGE.

Endowment -+o.cvveneen Yen 100,000.00
Building --ovevveerennnn Yen 100,000.00
Equipment -...-ooootn Yen 20,000.00

Total Amount—Yen 220,000.00

PLAN FOR INCREASING ENDOWMENT

This plan aims to make the endowment of this school 50,000 yen as the first step of the

memorial work for Mr. Rowe.

When a larger part of 50,000 yen has Deen completed an appeal for the college shall be
sent to the Board in America.

If the Board can not give us a college this endowment shall be used in the betterment of
the present Seinan Jo Gakuin.
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