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“Speak, ye that ride on white asses; ye that sit in judgment and walk by the way.”
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““His watchmen are all dumb dogs, they cannot bark.”—Isa LVI, 10.

“There are occasions when a man must speak boldly out, even at the risk of pluck-
ing the beard of fair authority somewhat rudely. If he does not do so he is a coward
and a poliroon, and not the less 80 because he has wine hundred and ninety-nine lily—
livered followers at his back.”— Prof. John Stuart Blackie, Univ. F dinburgh.
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If, in the judgment of some of my readers; I should scem in the following pages, to
have sometimer indulged in a vein of levity not quite in keeping with the gravity of
my theme, I would say that this is referrible—not entirely to my own tolal depravity,
but should be charged, at least in part, to the account of those miserable scape graces
that enact the grotesque incongruities therein set forth. To demand of a mun that he
keep from laughing while his gaze is fized on the antics of ‘‘the fool” in a pantomime
would be making a requisition on his ¢ power of face,”’ that the most imperturbable
order of owl-like gravity would hardly suffice to meet. In the present case, moreover.
the morul deformity of the actors serves only to enhance the farcical drollery of their
performances.




7o the Rev. W. Carey Crane, D. D., LL. D.,

Ete., etc., otc.
REVEREND SIR: :
The book of God forbids us to become “partakers of

other mewv’s sins.,” I address to you this epistle because you have made your-
self preeminently obnoxious to the charge of setting at naught this prohibition.
As a pastor, as a professor, as a a president of a Baptist college you have, to say
the least, silently acquiesced in the fraternal recognition of an ecclesiastical
organization which is notoriously heretical in doctrine and lax in discipline;
tolerating in 1ts fellowship men who are grossly intemperate 1n their lives and
obscene and profane 1o their discourse. :

Bar lest, by thus challenging your remissness and inaction, I should be sab-
jecting myself to the imputation of a pragmatic obtrusiveness, I shall here
repr duce some things that have already been published to the world in regard
to the moral enormities perpetrated by members of the First Baptist Church of
Houston, and condoned and sanctioned by the ‘“brethren” that make up that
“bousehold of taith.” You indeed have long been cognizant of these scandals,
bat 1bis pamphlet will tall into the hands of many who are not. And if to this
latter class-of readers the facts here stated should seem too foul and forbidding
for credeuce, this other faot, that while holding a prominent position in that
A-~sociation of churcbes of which the First Baptist Church of Houston is a con-
stiraent, men like yourself have, year after year, remained mate and qulescent
iu relation to these ewormities—this fact, I say, will awaken even greater
antonishment and evoke stronger expressions of deprecation than will even the
gross immoralities hereiu set forth,

Aud first as to false doctrive. It 18 well known that the Texas Baptist Herald
for years past has signalized 1tself by repudiating the doctrine of “Justification
by Faith only.” The Herald instructs us that such a tenet as this is utterly
foreign to the teachings of the New Testament, and was never heard of until
the days of Luther. It further admonishes “believers” that if they desire justi~
fication they must procure it for themselves or go without it, for that Christ has
no agency whatever in procuring it for them, but that each ‘‘servant of God”
will be justitied or *“condemned”—even so! —according as his own personal
obedience comes up to, or falls short of, the full standard of God’s law.*

Uutil about a little more than a year ago, Mr. Link, who set agowng this
theory in the Herald, was, and for many years had been, a member, and part of
the time pastor, of this same First Baptist Church of Houston. The present
lieusenant-editor, the Rev. O. C. Pope, is also a member of this church ; and as
Mr. Link’s deputy does, as in duty bound, preach up and write up the same
dootrine. The Rev. Jouas Jobnston, who has a very large “interest”’ in the
Herald, is also an elder and a member of this brotherhood, and as he is in fall
fellowship with O. C. Pope in particular, as well as with the church in general,

*The reader in ponde-ing over the succeeding pages will find abundant proof and con-
firmation of a reflection made by Abraham_ Booth, that ‘‘Many persons think it incum-
hent upon them to support the sinking credit of good works, much more by talking about
their necessity than by performing them.’’—Reign of Grace.
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he undoubtedly holds the same doctrine as the rest of the editorial coadjutants
of the Herald. The Rev. J. M. C. Breaker, D. D., who is another elder of the
church and also its pastor, helds hikewise the same sentiments with the Teras
Baptist Herald and Mr. Link. I heard him once make his coufession of taith*
substantially on this wise:

‘“What J. B. Link believeth,
That believe I too;
And what the Herald teacheth,
That hold I for true.’’
[“‘Milk for Babes,’’ slightly altered.]

I need not remind you that through many successive years as regularly as
“Union Association” has met, that body has formally endorsed the Texas
Baptist Herald and its teaching. And as little do you need to be told how con-
trary this teaching is to what all Baptists have always and everywhere held, or
how utterly subversive it is of * the gospel of the yrace of God,” I will only
say farther on this subject that, I do not believe that there could be called
trom all the writings of Theodore Parker anything so closely approximating
blasphemy as some ot Mr. Link’s utterances in the Herald on the saubject of
Justification.

And now let us glance at the reflex influence of this teachbing as shown iu
the moral complexion which matters wear in this ‘‘ charch.” As oune of the
samples of 1ts make-up then, nothing can be more appropriate than to adduce
the Rey. O. C. Pope. His prominence as an elder in the church and as the
editor of your religions organ for “Union Association,” aud for the “Baptist
State Convention,” gives him a preeminence which entitles bim to this preoe-
dence.

When I state then that this “brothecr” has been openly and specifically
charged with acts that are grossly immoral—that bis accuser 18 more widely
known and has been far more promineuntly identitied with the Baptists of the
South as a religious worker than Mr. Pupe ever hus—aud when I state further
that despite of all this, the church of which Mr. Pupe is a member and an elder
has never instituted the elightest enquiry into the truth or falsity of there
allegations, I am merely stating what to youn 1s ntterly stale and rrite.

The party who made the charges, as you know, 1s Mr. Vallie C. Hart, who
while a resident ot Houston had been superinteudent of a mis-ion sauday-
school established under the anspices of the First Baptist Church. He is better
known, however, as ‘“Major Penn’s Sankey.” And as if to show that it was not
from any lack, on the part of Mr. Hart, of that moral force which may be sup-
posed necessary to command respect and regard, that his charges were
unheeded, this same First Baptist Church at Houston did, and that not withous
prolonged and earnest effort, procure Mr. Hart’s services to aid Major Penn in
carrying on a series of meetings early last spring (1880).

*This was at a ‘¢ church meeting >’ when reference having been made by one of the
members to Mr. Link’s teachings a8 unscriptural and unbap:istic, Dr. Breaker at once
interposed on Dlehalf of his patron, and stoutly maintained the ‘‘orthodoxy’’ of the
sentiments assailed. The argument in proof of the ortkodoxy was precisely that given
above, only without its »2ytkmus. As for the members of the church generally, I do not
for a moment suppose that one in ten of them has the slightest idea ot what is meant by
Justification, or concerns himself in the least about it, one way or the other.
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And now as to the charges, I copy from a pamphlet pablished at Anstin, in
this State, and dated October 8th, 1878. According then to Mr. Hart’s testi-
wony as conveyed in the annexed statement, it will be seen that—

The Rev. O. C. Pope is a Profane Person; that He Curses, and
Makes One of Mr. Hart’s Sunday-School Youths Fetch
His Lager from a Drinking Saloon.
Says Mr. Hart:

“‘In a difficulty growing out of a transaction between Mr. O. C. Pope and my brother,
in which, teeling deeply incignunt at the gross injustice done my brother b{ Mr. P, I
denounced the latter as a8 ‘contemuptible rc.undrel,’ whereupon Mr. Pope exclaimed ‘I’1l
be damned it I’11 take that.” I rep.oved him fo: using ruch language He said. ‘I do not
care u damn if I am a Baptist prexzcher; Iswear 1’1l not ‘et any 1. attaick my honor.’
Now as to Mr. Pope’s using the abov - ‘cuss words,’ I say that he did. He says that he
did not. 1'do not know who was present, und did not think to look out for wi:nesses—
never once th nking that he or any other man wouid deny it But as he has « enied it, I
have taken the trouble to secure a certificate in writing, whi--h you will carefully exumine.’?

¢*Again, when Lr. Breaker informed Jonas Johnston that 1 had charged Mr. Pope with
getting the beer from the ba:-rooiu and using profanity, he (Johnston) raid to Dr B that
Mr. Pope did get the beer, and further sait1 he would not have been surprised if he (P.)
had +tr .ck me instead of using profane language; so I wus informed by Dr. B. Why was
aot Mr. Johnston surprised? The followiug will explain.

‘‘Hou-TON, Texas, Aug. 37, 1878
¢“We whose names are hereto signed, do hereby certify that we are well a-quainted with
Rev O C Poype, of Houston, Texns, and that we were employees in the office ot the Texas
Baptist Herald, at Houston, Texas, and that we are aware ot the fact that said P pe wus
in the habit of sending to the bur-room for ice-cold lager beer for hix own use in said office -
turtnerinore, that we have heard said Pope often use ve:y rough and indeceut language,
such as ‘son-of-a-bitch’ and other kindred expressions, and thut the sume was not used as
repeating w hat others had said.
‘‘Witnesses: J>0. W. BARNRTT. W B. HarT
““A. DEWALL. J. S BaARNETT,”’

‘‘We whose names are hereto signed do hereby certify that Mr. Geo. Mavis, an employee
in the Texas Baptist Herald oftice, snys that he could sign the aboy e document, but would
n« t because he was atrald ‘of being dizchurged from said oflice by Mr. Poge.

“‘W. B. HART.
‘‘Jx0. W BARNETT.
‘“A. DE WasLL.
‘‘HousTON, Texas, Augus* 20, 1878. “‘J.S. BAR.ETT.

¢‘The originals of the above statements are in my possession.’’

With regard to sending an 1unocent and uncontaminated yonug man to s
drinking “saloon,” embellished, if not with lascivious, at least with voluptu-
our, pic'uares—a resort where the tempter lies in ambu~h with a lure for every
sense and an incentive for every appetite; Mr. Hart tells us thxt the youth in
question whom Mr. Pope commissioned to perform this service, was J. S.
Barnett.

‘‘He had been.’’ Mr, Hart continues, ‘‘a memter of my Sabbath-school while I was
living n Houston and connected with the Herald office, and had been committed to my
care by his mother, who particularly charged me to keep him away from bar-rooms and
all such-like places On being Interviewed vn the subject, the bar-keeper stated that he
had sent up beer for the editor generally twice, sometimes oftener, during the day.’’

It is, perhaps, only fair to Mr. Pope to say that he claims that, though a
oatechuman of the church, the youth in question was also the ‘‘devil” of his
oftice, and therefore the proper person to send for the editor’s lager.

How Mr. Pope was charged with an offence which the laws of the United
States make a felony, subjecting the offender to a heavy fine and a long im-
prisonment, and how by a disgraceful expedient the ends of justice in this case
were frustrated and Mr. Pope saved from being presented before the grand
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jary of the District Court of the United States after the witnesses had been
summoned and were all in attendance at Galveston, is a matter well known to
you as it is to everybody else hereabouts. To save time, however, and avoid
prolixity, I shall make no farther reference to this incident.

As soon as these varied performances of Mr. Pope’s had begun to obtain
notoriety, he very natarally bethought himself of taking such steps as should
seem best adapted to obviate all resnlts wearing a threatening aspect, that
might seem to be impending. Accordingly among other devices for discrediting
the charges to which he had made himself obnoxious, he published 1n the Texas
Baptist Herald what purported te be a statement by John W. Barnett, disa-
yowing the latter’s signature to a docuent ¢manating from the employees of
the Herald office, which Mr. Vallie C. Hart* had published with the name ot
Johu W, Barnett appended as one of the wiinesses. .

[ Fhe document coutaining the signature rthus alleged to be disowned by Mr.
Barvett, has already been given on page 5.]

Such a disavowal would of course have subjected Mr. Hart to the imputation
of & most heinous offence.  But conscivus of his entire rectitade in the mautter
he lost no time 10 sesing Mr. Baruett and explaining to bim how matrersstood.

~Mr. Baruett a8 promptly accompanied bim to the office of a notary publie, and
there made the following affiaavit:

COPY.

““WHEREAS O. C PoPE, Managing Editor of the Zexas Baptist Herald, has published
in that paper in its issue of January 16, 1679, what purports to be a certificate signed by
myself, I hereby denounce such certificate as false, {raudulent, and a forgery. Idid indeed
at' Mr. Pove’s urgent reguest sign a statement which, as he 1ead it to me and as I intended
it, merely set forth that personally I knew nothing about the merits of a certain contro-
versy as between him and Mr. Vullie C. Hait, nor of the truth or falsity of the allegations
contained in u certain document signed by my son and cer.ifie to by other employees of
the Herald office, implicating Mr. Pope in the habitual. use of vulgar and obscens lan-
guage. If he has my true sign-manual appended to any document having a ve: bal corres-
pondencs to that which he has published, then ruch document must have been interpolated
or otherwise tampered with subsequently to iny having signed it.

JouN W. BARNETT.

Sworn to and subscribed befove me at Houston, Texas, on this the 17th
day of February, A. D. 1879.
E. P. TURNER,
Notary Publie, Hurris Co., Texas.

[SEAL.]

It may be well enough to remind yoo here that — aside from the affidavit
business — the facts thus set torth in regard to Mr. Pope are given on the
autherity of Mr. Vallie Harv's published statement.  Aud to show you how an-
exceptivnal a witness Mr. Hart is, I may faccher state that several months
afrer he had published bis charges against Mr. Pope, the latter seems to have
relented towards his accuser and to have repented him of the harsh and un-
chamtable manner in which, at the outset, h:a had allowed himself to resent his
good brosher’s taithful rebukes. Be that as it may, he did, 1n :ny case, put
forth a declaration duly signed and attested, and had the same formally pub-
lished, as became a document of such regal import, in all the Baptist papers of
Texan, setting forth his unabated esteem for his brother, Vallie C. Hart, and
his fixed resolve henceforth to regard aud treat him as a gentleman and o
Cbrnistian.* And as if in further confirmation of the beartiness and sincerity

*See note on page 7.
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of this avowal, Mr. Pope did almost daily, during Major Penn’s meetings in
Houston, publicly * invoke the divine blessing” on what Major Penn had said
and on what Vallie C. Hart had sung. Now it is certain that ‘‘gentlemen” and
“Christians” don’t tell lies about their brethren or nejghbors—and we have the
authority of Rev. O. C. Pope for saying that Vallie C. Hart is a gentleman and
Christian, just as we have the anthority of Vallie C. Hart for saging that vhe
Rev. O. C. Pope before he bad attained to that bigh diplomatic honor that has
now given bim ¢‘sic. exaltation,” was wont to curse aud lie, to use bad ard
unbecoming language and to kend a young, uncontaminated catechuman of the
Baptist;, Chureh to fetch for him his daily allowance of ice-cold lager frowm a
neighboring drinking saloon.

Now under the pressure of circumstances of such nravity as these, coufrooted
with charges so heavy and attested by a witness so credible, it in no marvel
that Mr. Pope should have felt that he stood in veed of a listle doctoring He
must too have felt that his fleece had become somewhat begrimed, and that
generally his “sheep’s clothing” would be none the worse for carefal readjast-
went and a httle drawing together. The thought also would - naturally
enough occur to him that his “livery” would look all the better for some extra
embellishment and some burnishing np. Well, Mr. Pope is a man of expedi-
ents, and showed himself, in this case, fully equal to the emergency which bad
overtaken him. '

Old ZEsop tells us that once upon a time a Wolf enffered great pain th ongh
a bone which bad go' stuck in the greedy creature’s throat, and that vo efforts
of bis own availed to r1d him of the obstruction. Iu this perilous exige: cy he
oftfored a liberal reward to any or all of the animals round about that would
crme to his rescue and deliver him out of his dgnger. At length the Crane,
bhaving carefully balanced the chances and revolved the risks, allowed his
cupidity so far to prevail over his fears rhat he conseuted to run his long bill
adown the Wolf’s galler, and was at once saccessful in drawing forth the bone,
This accomplished and the sufferer relieved, the thrifty Crane now intimated
that he wuas ready to receive the solatium to which this happy issne of his
labors entitled bim. ‘Be off, thou hateful ingrate ” growled ont the Wulif,
“enough that thon hast withdrawn rhy head uuhurt frem my mouth, That is
thy reward, and nary an obolus shals thou get from me.” -

As if acting then .on the hint which this incident couveys, Mr. Popa did a
fow weeks ago present himself before the Senafus Academicus ot Baylor Univer-
sity and, as a tribute to his virtues and his scholarsbip,was daly 1ovest-d with
the Academic pallium of a Doctor of Divinity by the President of that learned
body. :

By this act, you and Baylor University endorse Mr. Pope’s theclogy, his
piety, and his scholarship, and plainly say to the world that you don’t caré
one jiota what a man’s principles or what his practices may be, so long as you
cap, or think you can, bring grist to your own mill by snbsidizing him. The

*If some degree of perplexity sho.1d heie arise in the reader’s mind in consequence of
the anomal% involyed in Mr. Pope’s pronounced—and eveén ostentatious—recognition of a
man as 8 Christian brother and o true gentleman, whom he had before held up to public
scorn as a liar, a forger, a ‘ ‘villian [sic.Jund mid’night assassin,’’—for by these ?atter terms
Mr Pope characterized Vallie C. Hart in the Memphis Bapéist,—I can only remind him
that 7 am not responsible for his embarrassment. . . D
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man that proferses to belteve that in this proceeding youn were influenced by
any more worthy consideration is simply to be pitied for his credulity.

On the principle, “like priest like people,” we shall be fally prepared after
what we have now seen and heard of this redoubtable ‘“‘elder,” for the follow-
g presentation of the condition of things in the ehurch whose fellowship he
adorns. I proceed then to farnish you wrth evidence tLat cannot be garnsaid,
showing the condition of moral degradation and abjecs sottishness to which
tbe First Baptist Chureh ot Houston has sunk, And in domng so I shall restrict:
myself mainly to the statements of a pamphlet and other published documents
written by a member of that church and entitled, “Leaves from an Unpub-
lished Chapter of Church History.” The writer shows that—

Members of the First Baptist Church of Houston Find Pastime and
Enjoyment in Revelry and Drunkenness, in De-
bauchery and Murder.

Our author, who is no other than J. A. Cushmau,* says, that

‘‘Such of the members of the First Baptist Church [at Houston}] as are friends to the
Herald, and give libera.ly ‘to the church,’ may, and do, commit every offence interdicted
by the decniogne, with absolute imp:nity. According'y, it is no unusual thing for these
favored ‘brethren’ to be scen reeling about the streets drunk, getting into scrupes in gum-
Lling saloons, where deadly weapous are drawn and a fatal rencontre burely averted
Peuce ofticers and the police courts ulone have sufized for quelling these deadly feuds, and
by the arrest of the pariies preventing bloodshed. A cuse of precisely this char.cter
occurred » tew weeks ugo on a Sunday morning.

**One brother, moreover, who is regarded as exceptionally pious and exemplary, pay-
ing, as he does, #30 w yeur to the church towards the minister’s salury, and contributing to
ull other olijects cn o llke liberal scule—us well as being a con=tant reader and prompt-
pn ing subseriber to the Herald, wus, unly the other day, prine palin a duel, and was
plucky enongh to be on the ground with pistols, seconds and doctors to the moment. [See
the Gulvesion News of May 2., 1878

* The oiher party was 1o - discreet to stand the encounter, and did not put in aa appear-
ance. This peacefutr termination’of theaffuir would seem to have peen regarded by some
of the breihren as u provic ential intimation of .he fuvor which Heaven beurs to those who
pay liberal y towards he support of the preacher, and even us reulizing the declaration of
S0 omon, that ‘when a mun’s ways please the Lord, He maketh even his enemies to be st

eace with him > This brother may now be considercd the hero of the body, and will
ikely enough soon be made a deaeon of.””

The fullowing by the same writer, containing a more specific reference to
the foregong 1ncidents is extracted from an “Address to the First Baptist Church
ut Houston,” wade in obedienee to a formal request from the “brovhren” in
“conference assembled,” with no other alteration than that of substitating (for
obvious reasons) ficticions for the real nemes of members, In the case of other
parties rameg, no disguise of this sort has been thought necessary.

¢I proceed to state that on a certain Sunday mor:.ing Brother Isaac Fitgood had an al-
tercution on the streets with a gentleman well known here as a promineut m' mber of the

*For the information of those who are not acquainted with him I will here state that
Mr. Cushman is an old Texan and ranks with our most respected citizens. He is u native
of central New York, and landed in Ga veston as long ago as May, 1846. He was then a
young man of only some twenty summers. He came here a8 a working mechanic and by
skill a-d industry in his calling and by his unswerving integrity soon ‘‘gave the world
assurance of & man.’’ The reverses thit overtook him during that little episode in our
national affairs—that we all wot of—he is rapicly recovering from. His foundry on the
north side of the Bayou is barely adequate for dispatching the amountof business now
pressing upon him. His entire family sre members of the First Baptist Church. His son,
# young maun who has not very long ago attained his majority, was lutely elected a deacon
of that chur+h; but he had too much &udment and too much principle to accept an oflice
which—vunder the conditions imposed on him—his father found it incompatible with his
}n)ersonsl integrity to retain. There is not & man in the church, from J. M. C. Breaker,

. D., down to O. C. Pope, Editor of the Texas Baptist Herald, that dares to im;ugn the
truth of any statement made by J. A. Cushman or for which he is responsible.



9

public press, Dr. MceBride. Brother Fitgood, being the agzressor, was fined a small
amount in the Recorder’s Court, with costs; and the Doctor, though arrested, I believe
was discharged I will not meation in the presence of laudies some other and more revolt-
ing and degrading broils in which Brother Fitgood bas figu-ei, and which all readers of’
the local press were tamiliar with at the time. Iow he signalized himself by his drunken-
ness and profanity at our last municipal election, I suppose must be equally well known .
How in about the middle of May last he was principal in a duel, and was on the ground at
the appointed time to fight it, must be a matter of equal notoriety to all who are accus-
tomed to ncan the columnns of our daily papers. How it is that despite all these immorali-
ties he enjoys absolute immuaity from church censure and ‘disciplive,’ and 18 even petied
and put on church comunittees is beester known to you, Brother Moderator, and to the
members of the Committee of Inquisition than to any body else besides. 'These are ques-
tions into wnich I will not obtrude—trom all such mysteries as pertuining to the ruling
order, I reverently stand aloof.

““If I have reterred to oMy two or three incidents as illustrating the profligacy of the lite
our brother leads,you know,despite those airs ot judicial reserve which pastor and deacons
may now affect—you know, I say, and Z4ey know, that there is scarcely a inonth.in the
vear, nay, scarcely a week in the month—I might almost say scarcely a day in the week—-
that does not contribute its quota in elucidation of the fact of his unintermitting profligacy.
You know, too, that this has been the condition of affuirs to almost an equat degree tor
several years past.’”’

And as illustrating the inveterate persistency of the “law of continuity,” at
least where ovil is concerned, I 1nvite you to pouder the following taken from
the Houston Daily Post of August 1st, 1880.

‘At this point [during the proceedings of the Democratic Nominating Convention| Mr.
Isaac Fitgood jumped up and announced that he would be an Independent candidate for
the oflice, on the principlethat there were so many g—d d—nd liars in the convention. He
accused Mr. Charles Renne of oftering to sell his vote for $25. This created quite a mo-
mentary storm. Mr. Renne started toward Fitgood, but was caught and stopped by Mr.
Albert Krichson. Fitgood kept on talking Dboisterously; the lie and other very dirty

epithets being hurled between him and Renne. It was some time betore the sergeants-at-
arms could.quiet the row, but it was finally accomplished.’’

I am no politician, very rarely casting a vote for anybody or any office, and
therefore cannot judge ot Mr. Fitgood’s chance of getiiag elected to the office
he uspires to. Frow the remarks that one hears falling from the lips of many
ot the brethren however, 1t 18 obvionsly a general impression with #hem: thas
Mr. Fitgood’s defeat would materially change the aspect of his religious anad
ecclesiastical relations. If cirenmstances should so turn out as to make him
perhaps oblivious or unmindful of past arrears,.it such have accrued,.or shounld
they be such as to make him remiss in taking up his cross and paying down
his assessment in the future, why then there 18 little question that he will be
forthwith “dealt with as the law etc., etc., demands.” Members of this church
can have the most plenary indulgences for all the lapses that frail humanity
18 subjeet to, if only they will comply with the very moderate terms on which
they are dispensed. The penitent, however, must fork ont promptly or it 18 no
bargain. No one, however, understands this better than brother Fitgood does.

The following is also clipped from J. A. Cushman’s “Address” to the church,
and will still further serve to 1ndicate the mora! status ot 1te prominent mem-—
bers :

‘‘Brother Quintus Fillup, I am glad to believe, is become somewhat more circumspect
when practising his debaucheries than he was wont to- be some four or five years ago.
There is less of that recklessness and abandonment which. aforetime wsas so marked u
teature in his conduct. But though less frequently seea smﬁgeringon the streets under the
influence of liquor, still if familiar with his haunts you will have no difficulty in finding
him in a state of inebrity almost any night in the week after 9 or 10 o’clock. The chances
are that while I am speaking, he forms one of a party sitting around a eard table, in &
cozy retreat at the back of the Casino saloon, on Congress street, playing ‘seven-up’ for
drinks, and that an hour or two hence wlill find him kicking up a 10w at Otto Erichson’s
shooting gallery next door to the saloon, or in some other way annoying the proprietor of
that popular resort.’’
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Mr. Cushman towards the end of his .4ddress proceeds thus:

‘“You all know that I have only glanced at a comparatively few of the fearful ‘irregu-
larities’ that prevail amongst us or of the cutrages that have been perpetrated by theclique
that have so long dcminatcd in this church. Facts speak for themselves, brethren, it is
plain to you all and patent to the world. that men may live in revelling and wantonness—
may be gamblers, and diunkards, and whore-mengers, and murdererstoo—may become
blot on society, and a by-word among all decent citizens, and still be members in ‘good
standing’ and ‘full fellowship’ of 1he Baptist Church at Houston—provided only that they
contribute liberally to the church treasury. subscril.e tor Mr. Link’s paper, and do nothing
to incur the displeasure of those gentlemen who 1epiesent the Zexas Baptist Ierald and
its interests in this church.’”

: []

“¢ An article published some three years ago In the Central Baptist, of St. Louis, con ains
the following staternent in 1egard to this church and the general declénsion of its members.
If the fearful dieclosures which itmakes have cver been called in question, then I am not
aware of the fact:

‘“A large proportion of its members systematically absent themselves from the services
of the Lord’s day, and for years past have not been present at a communion season; and
some I believe bave never communed at all since their baptism, and have, therefore, yet
to make theiy *first communion.’ Others of them—and these compi ise, I venture to aflirm,
some of tne most excmplary members of the body—see nothing to revolt their consciences
or to discredit 1heir prmcigles in becoming ‘eponsors’ at Episcopulian christenings, and
promising in the name of the little innocent sbout to te ‘grafted’ by thegrace of sacerdotal
manipulation * into the body of Christs’~ church,’ that it ¢ should renounce the devil and
all his works, the pomps and vanities of this wicked world. and all the sinful lusts of the
flesh—that it should believe all the articles o1 the Christian faith: and should keep God’s
holy will and commandments, and walk in the same all the days of his Jife (1) ??

As the writer in the Central Baptist proceeds to eay: ‘‘These are some of the blessed
fruits resulting from a beliet in the doctrine of ‘justification by works,’ a doctrine whose
beneficent and elevating tendency is so corfidently vaunted by Mr. Link in the Zexas
Baptist Herald.’’

I wi'l not further continue the sickening recital, thongh as you yourself
doubtlers know, the theme is far from beiug exhausted, and the worst tar from
being told.

According to the principles recoguized by Biptists from time 1mn:emorial,
your own and your brethren’s complicity in these monstions abuses 18 self-
evident. ‘Am I my brother’s keeper?”’ is a sentiment worthy of the wretch
who uttered it. From “‘the remotest depths of antiquity” the testimony comes
to us that the ancient Anabaptists

¢**Maintained that the true church ought to consist of rone but holy and just men. While
Augustine defended mixed membership, the Donaitsts did not ehrink from the logical

consequences of their radical position, but asseited 1hat the toleration ef known evil in a
church, not only destroys that chuich but contaminates every church in fellowship
with it.’’—*¢Tke Church 1n the Wilderness’’ American Baptist Publication Society, Phil-
adelphia.

And all the world over where Baptist charches are not “twice dead,” the
same principle is still firmly held and when occasion calls tor 1t, sternly
acted on. '

And assuredly the perilous times in which it has pleased God that our lot
should be cast, render 1t doubly incumbent on every true believer in Christ
and his gospel to ¢ strive the good strife,” whether the antagonists to be en-
countered be foes without or traitors within. Ap atheistic philosophy and a
heathenish ritualism are just now, no doubt, elements of malignant and anin-
termitting energy, rife for evil; but I risk nothing in saying that they live
and grow wanton on the faithlessness and corruption of men who falsely
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“profess and call themselves Christians.” It may not be given us to expose
and refute the insidious sophistries of the scientific atheist, but by God’s grace
we can live righteous and godly lives in this present evil world. By this argu-
ment, moreover, we shall far more effectually “put to silence the ignorance of
foolish men ” than we should by vanquishing them in a dialectic encounter.
But when a church like this First Baptist Church of Houston becomes steeped
in moral infamy and degradation, perverting the truth and ountraging the
purity of Christ’s gospel, 1t is then seen to bear on its very frontlet the brand
of God’s reprobation, and 1nstead of a blessing it becomes a pest and a plague
ditfusiog ““a savor of death unto death” among all that come within the range
of 1ts baleful influence. It is“twice dead” and merits only to be ‘‘plucked up
by the roots.” For “if the salt have lost its savor, wherewith shall 1t be
salted ? it is thenceforth good for nothing but to be cast out, and to be trodden
under foov of men.” And those that give it countenance and comfort, mani-
festly bring themselves under a like condemnation.

But then these brethren, with O. C. Pope included, are ‘‘ sound Baptists (!)”
They are great on “ Baptist Succession ” and “a Converted Church Member-
ship (!)” And if they do happen to be a little lax and negligent about ‘ the
weightier matters ot the law,”’ it can’t be denied that they are scrupulously
punctilions and precise in doling out the prescribed modicum of mint, anise,
aud cummin. “And should not the soundness of their views,” 1t may be asked,
“iu relation to ‘Believer’s Baptism,” and a Converted Church Membership be
accepted as in some sort a set-off against the iniquity of their practices?” God
forbid! For as an adequate exponent of the power there 18 in language to
embody in its utterances a severe and exhaustive expression of divine rebuke
and indignation, these words stand, and must forever remain, a solemn me-
meuto, unrivalled and apart—*‘For the wrath of God is revealed from Heaven
against all nngodliness and unrighteousness of MEN WHO HOLD THE
TRUTH IN UNRIGHTEOUSNESS.” May God in his infinite mercy belp us
all Lo weigh well their solemn import.

A. LAYMAN.
October 24, 1880
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