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Officers OJ t/ze Association. 

Moderator Rev. P. H. Collier of Honston. Texas, is one of tile found­
ers of the association; he has a natiunal fame, loves tile cause and may be 
trusted to push the cause to the front. He Illay he better known to Home 
as "the old field hand." 

Vi,:e-moderator Rev. R. B. Eyans of Houston is too well known to 
need have much said of hill1; he too was with the grand 01,1 borly in her 
beginning, and has 3tood for many years at the head of the Children's 
departlllE:nt as president of t.he Sunday-school convention; he will be a 
.Josllua to our worthy moderator. 

Recording Secretarv Bro. S. II. \\helltof Wharton, through the help 
(>f God and the confidence and assistance of the brethren it iH hoped that 
he will be a faithful servant. 

Assistant Secretary Hev .• L T. Gordon of Foster, Ft. Bend connty, is 
a pioneer also; he ha~ served the association in several capacities as an 
officer; he wag missionary for a long time and is now thoroughly ac­
qnainteu with the field; he is an eflicient s('ribe and will do his part at the 
desk. 

COl'I'eApolllling Secretary Rev. Eo H .. Bran('h of iIouston, Texas, is an 
accomplishc'l young mmister of the t;o> pel who by rlose study and a 
devout Christian ('on<iu('t has pushed his '>I'ay to the front and m.lY be 
fonnd at all timfs fighting in the interest of the association; he haA pas­
tnred sueeessfullv in different localities and as correAponding secretary 
made a creditable report in the last session. 

Bro. A. H. Speaker of Spanish Camp, Texas. is tllP treasurer and is 
well known as a prosperous farmer, a Christian gentleman an(1 an earnest 
worker in the cause of our Maker and Redeemer. with him our monies 
are safe, since his banking ae('onnt stands snbjed to attack. 

Managers of the Board are Rev. J. W. Robertson an,l Rev. C. H. i"parks 
the fOrIllPr began also with t.he birth of the association; in the early da.,·s 
he serye.! as mi~8iollarv when railroa,ls were nf,t so numerous, often walk­
ing thronlrh rains an,l winds to s:>t up the old banner under which we now 
80 prou(lly "Uo forward." The latter, ReI'. C. H. Hparks, formerly of 
Cameron, Texas, is pastor of the Second Baptist Chnreh of Wharton, and 
is an a1;>le minister, a strong and sn('cessful worker and will spare no pains 
in striving to bring the association npon that level where it.a influence will 
be felt in every home thronghont the associational (Iistrkt.. 

Proceedillgs. 

The [ourtef'nth annual session of the Missionary Baptist Ronth-we8t­
ern Central assoeiati,>n of Texas lllet with the Lil'e Oak Baptist rhurch of 
Beaumont, where Rf'v. P. H. Collier is pastor, on Tuesday before the 4t.h 
Lord's da~' in .July, 1897, at 10 a. m with :\Toderator G. W. i"mith in t.he 
chair and i"eerptaries Roberts and Wheat at ttlC minut.f' book. The mo(l­
erator then exhoctert the hOlly tn a strict. obeen'atH'e of the constitlll.ion 
and rules of order; to lay aside all selfish motives and in e\,ery word an,1 
aet girl') honor tn the Lord. lie then introduced Rev.!. S. Wright of 
Ea\!k Lake who rearl for a ~eripture lesson the 148th Psalm. 'I'hf' choir 
ren<lere,l "llllp swpd strains of mnsie; Bro. Wri~ht pravpc! fen·cnt.v. and 
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the gayel fell annonneing the formal opening of the 14th annual session of 

the grand old armv. Here Prof. J. H. nollin, ex-principal of the citv 

s~hool, was greeted with a sea of upturne,1 fares to hear the welcome ad­

dress; he spoke in an impressive and scholarly l1Ianner, and presented the 

words of welcome in all that could be em braced in its broad meaning, and 

pointed with pride to the mannfacturing industries of tile city, citing the 

fact that 90 many of onr people are given employment in these immense 

labor 1ll8titution~, coneluding amid great applause. Hev. C. l\1. Moore 

one of the city pastors, followed in a short speech Iilled with words of wel­

come. ReI'. H. MI'Kinney of the A. M. E. Clmrch waS next introdnced 

and welcomed the brethren also in behalf of his congregation. Br<l. Mac 

is an Iwcolllplished genHcman, gifted also with wit and hUlllor; we owe 

him a warm and comfortable 1'00111 in onl' broa,1 hearts for the use of his 

ehnrch for Oil I' sisters; Uoel bless hllll. Then Rev. R. J. Mellill of Whar­
ton responded to the kind words of weleome in strong an,1 impre8~ive 
terms, closing with heavy threats against the poor fowls. The house being 
in order for business. the constitntion and rules of order were read as re­
qnired bv the constitution. Then ReI'S. A. T. etordon and E. II. Branch 
were elccted reporters for the meeting. Rev. 1'. H. Collier moved to ad­
journ till 2 ::10. Prave. by Re\,. C. M. 1\Ioore. 

Promptly at 2 ::10 ReI'. E. H. Lalllkins opened the meeting b} rca,ling 
the a:3d Psalm; sang liymn 20(j and offered prayer. The morning session 
was read and adopted. Bro. A. Travis moved t.o appoint a committee of 
five on enrollment, carried; and the following brethren wele appointe,l: 
Rev. 1-1. C. Cooper, R~v . .las, TIsdale, Bro. J. B. Roberts, Bro. S. H. 
Wlwat and Rev. S. Fomby. At this hour came Rev. H. B. Southern to 
preach the introductory sermon; he took for a text Exodus, 14 :11i. The 
theme of his rlisclI~sion was "eto Forward." The dear brothers's words 
were electrifying in that they fell from his lips in great power, inspiring 
more 7.eal in the hearts of all the brethren. Prayer by Rev. McKinney. 
A collection of *1.1i0 was taken up; then as per programme the subject, 
"Can a Pastor Successfully Pastor more than one Church?" was opened 
by Rev. R. B. Evans, wldle he seemed to be pastoring more than on~ 
he was of the opinion that much mure good could be ,lone if tilen'l coul,l 
be one church to every pastor and one pastor to every church. Bro. 
Trayis of Wallace spoke agahst the lIlultiplicity of churches under one 
pastor; he did not think that as good work could be done with such 
divide,1 fields of labor. ReI'. Sparks of Wharton spoke against it; he 
thought any minister with his labors' thus dividerl must necessarilv fall 
short of his duty at eaeh point. Rev. Wilbourn of Whart.on shared in 
this opiniOl;; he said he knew by experience. Rev. I. S. Wright, of Eagle 
Lake spoke at length on t11'~ subject, not however without showing slight 
signs of embarrassment; Bro. Wright was oastoring several churches. 
l\Iu.h interest was manifested, though some of the brethren were dumh as 
ala °nb before its shearer. An inexhaustible flow of oratory was listene,l 
to till a 1Il0tiim prevailed to take a vote to deterllline the sense of the body. 
It was carrie,! almost unanimously that. a pastor ('ANNOI' sucl'essfully pas­
tor more t.han onc chur('h. 



At eig"t "Idol·k the assoeiation (after a ~hort song sen'it'e ('ondul'te,1 
hy Re\'. II. Anderson) was eallpd to onler to hear a serllIon bv Rev. K II. 
Brandl of Honston; the dodor rpad from the llith ('hapter of Rt. Mark 
The (·hoir san~ a swept song and the text, "tJu ye thpr?fore and tpadl all 
nations," was ably analyze.1 and the entire eongregation revi\'ed. Praypr 
waH of reI' e.! hy Re\', Wm. Bp('khalll, Colleetion $4 2!i . 

. SECOND J)A Y-Mornillg. 

The ho'lI' having arrived for oppnillg, I{e\,. P. M. Dibhle l'ontineted 
Divine servi('es by reading the ani ('haptpr of Mala('hi. lIymll ;110.101, 
"A Il hail the powpr of J PAUS' namp," etl'. Prayer by BI·o .. 1 no. Frank~. 
Bro. Travis was ealled at this t.ime to open the sabjed assil{ned to him in 
the I'rogralll; he bping absent the tillle' passed to a.ljonrnllH,nt or re('.p88 
for brpakfast. Re·asselllbJerl at 10.;'10; the Illinutes of the previous (lays 
were rpad and arloptpd. Then ('allle the comlllittee Oil enrolllllent with 
tlwir rpport Hhowlllg that a nUlllber of cllllrehes IVpre short and wpre 
asking furt,hel' tillle to pay baJan!'e. :vIother /';ion was allowed till Octobpr 
to pay halall(,p of ~8.40. On motion of Bro, John Franks the Ry('allIore 
(irove ehureh was allowe,l tillle to pay balance of $1. HI'O. Franks t.hpn 
move,] to allow the liarnl'Jd Chur('h till the tit'st of Rpptelllber to pay a 
balan(,e of $1.70. Mt. (irove Chureh was allowed till the first of Reptem­
bel' to pay a balanee of $2. lirove Hill paid halance due of $5,50, through 
Re\'. H. C. Cooper, At this hour the following distinguished gentlemen 
were not.ked in t.he 1'00111 and escort.ed t,o the Ftand by Hev, P. II, Collier 
and R. Walker: Rev. Prof. Davi.! B, Abner, .II'. of Seguin, Texas; Rev. 
1<', C. Cook, Rev. 1'. M. Dibhle, Rev. Dr, W, B. Ball and Re\,. Will. Be('k­
ham, Dr. Ahner spoke of his ha\'illg run over to Orange, Texas and had 
met and had the privilege of addressing between 1000 and l!iOO "eople in 
that eity ; at the ('onelusion of his speeeh he said that the mass stood up in 
apnroval to our work and that three ehulcheA belonging to the old eOI1-

vention voted unanimously to join us and that they woul,! go over to 
B(,allnlOnt and join the 1'. W, C. Association, They came. The appear­
anl'e of these distinguished brethrpn in our midst was indeed encouraging 
to the brethren t.o press forward unoer thp chivalrous leadership of Rueh 
noble men, VI'. Ball was insisted on to make a short talk whieh he did 
in touching words of advice to the delegates, adjuring them to stand to­
gether, perlllitting no diversions to COllIe among them. He was listened 
to with marked attention throughout. Recess for ,lO minutes. Prayer by 
Rev. Dibble. After partaking of refreshments the hody rpassembled; Rev. 
S, M. Pendergrass read the Scriptures and sang this familiar song: "Lord 
I would come to Thee," etc. Bro. Travis prayed a feeling prayer that (;od 
would strengthen the work all over thp. land. The minutes of the morning 
sessi-:lll were next read and aJopted on llIotion of Re\,. R. E, Evans. Bro. 
Collier mo\'ed to inst.rnd the corresponding seeretary to noti fy all the 
ehnrl'hes that owe back dues to pay thp.m over to the treasurer and take 
his receipt therefor; carried. Thpn came the Question box ('ontaining a 
nUlllber of illlportant qupstions; time would not allow the discllssion of 
all of thplll ; a few are here mentioned t.hat they may he thou"ht out by 
the hrethrell in their honlee; it i~ hop!'!! that they llIay be prayprfullv (,Oll-



sidered, the true answer gotten and the tri1th sprea,l among the people: 
The first was, "Should a man who is converted and is baptize,l by a Meth­

odist minister be re-baptized if he ('omes to the Baptist church for mem­

berohip?" This question was discussed at length; Bome of the brethren 

al first thought it not necessary, but strong speeches against their views 

seemed to have prevailed; a vote was taken on Illot.ion marie by Bro. 

Collier that it is the sense of this body that sueh candidates should be 

baptized, holdi.lg as t.hey do that the unbelief of t.he mini"ter im'ali,lates 

(.he work, as "~'ork without faith is dead, beinlt 9.\one." The following 

q'llestions were not discussed: 1st. IR it Scriptural to tax the mem bers 

of the church a nominal gum? 2d. Is It right to re-baptize one who was 

'baptized by a regular or,lained Baptist minister? ad. If there come a 
grievance betwe~n a member of the Methodist and a member of the Bap­
tist ehurch, how shall the matter be settled? If the Methodist melllber 
has been ill-treated ean IlIl come into the Baptist church with his griev­
ance? 4th. Can a member be in good standing with I,is ('hurch who is 
in open violation to the law of the land? 5th. Can a minister of ti,e 
gospel be ('hosen as a deacon? 6th. Can the church ex('lude a member 
on the testimonv of one witness? 7th. Did Christ take lip collection 011 

the Sabbath? 8th. How can a member he received into the dlllrch who 
has been excluded from some other church of the same faith'? These 
questions and a few others of less importanee were asked and it is hoped 
will be answered in fntnre to the satisfactIOn and benefit of t"o~e who 
aske,\ them. .H this point Rev. Beckham, Supt. of S. S. w:o;rk, was al­
lowed time to represent his work, which he did showing a course of hard 
work, yet the aceomplishment of much good. A collection of $5.0 
raised from the eongrel!;l>tion. To this we added from the treasury $4.70, 
making in all $10 which we gave for Sunday S(,hool mission work. Prayer 
by Rev. Sam }t'om hy. 

Night Sessioll. 

Immediately after the honse was called to order Prof. Abner was al'ain 
called to the stand and asked to say a rew words to the crowded hOllse; 
he responded in a short speeeh fraught with both information and instrllc­
tion; alllong many other good things, he said that we as a race Illllst "draw 
a line" between the right and the wrong, between the moral and the im­
moral, hetween the honorable and the dishonorable. This, said he, must 
he done even though thl' line runs across our own families. He spoke 
also of our ha\'ing cut our way to the line of Louibiana absorbing every op­
position. A vote was taken in favor of the general convention and a sea 
of raCe6 beamed with delight over the good news that the one common paSR 
word now is becoming o[,e Lord, one faith anJ one general convention in 
Texas. When he had finished speaking, Rev. R. B. Evans oeeupied the 
stand to preach. lIe took for his text the words "This gospel must be 
preached for a witness to all nation8, then shall the end come. Our Ill'arts 
were made to rejoice as the dear sen'ant of God spoke with power and au­
thority. Rev. I. S. Wright offered prayer before the sermon. Re\·. T. \Y. 
Wilbourn closed with "fervent prayer. Collection $1.65. 
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THIRD DA Y.-ilfornz'llg Sessl·oll. 

At 9 ::·lO in the morninlt Rev. E. Eaton read the 13 ehapter of---­
and sang hVllln No. 117, prayer by Rev. Boykin. The minutes of W",dnes­
day evening and night were read and approved on motion of Bro. E\'ans, 
then came a petition from Mt. Calvary asking to be exempt. from taxation. 
Qnite a lengthy deLate enst:ed; Bro. Sparks called attention to a resolll­
tioll adopted in the last associat.ion t.o the effect that no ('hnrC'h be exempt 
from taxation ex('ept in ('a~es where it had becn dest.royed hy fire or storm. 
He said that hefore any dluleh cOllld ask help of of the assol'iation, that 
resolution IIIllst he first reconsidered. Bra. Collier con<·tll'l'ed in that opin­
iun alH1 moved to so amend the resolution as to ha\'e it read "any ,hstress 
that might come against it" and this lIIotion was carried; then Bro. Whpat 
moved to donate *G.10 to the ehurch with whieh she could pay her dnes, 
but this IIntion was lost bv a \'ote of 81 t.o ;l0. It was a tie twice in suc­
ceRsion but the moderator gave the caRting vote which settled the vexed 
que~tion. Then Rev. Sparks 1II0ved to refer all ot.her lwtitions to a com­
mittee on investigation of grie\'ances, thtls set.tling the long <lebate. ~o 

churches therefore need apply fIJI' eXPIlIJ>tion <"xcept for reasons set forth in 
the foiiowing; Kesoh'ed, that no ehureh shall hereafter be exempted from 
annual dues except said chllreh shall have been destroyed by fire or storm. 
This resolut.ion was offered by Rev. A. N. Wyatt in the assoeiation at 
IIouston and Bro. Collier s~ amen<Jed it at Beaumont as to admit other rea­
Sl)n9 provided they come in the llIeaning of a crv of distress. It is aL'ain 
hoped and advi~ed that the pastors of the various churches will in the fu­
ture begin earlier to collect the amonnt due the association that we llIay 
not be l~alled upon to show favors along this line sinee it invariably causes 
unpleasantness tliat ought not to exist in (Jur midst. Sister Taylor is rep­
resenti.]g the foreign mission work also the Heral<l of Anstin. She mane 
an impreesive spe~ch for the ('aU8e and we gave her *5, half of which, was 
COllected from the ('ongrpgation. Dr. Ball rppresented the GnadaJoupe 
School and WI' gave him $75 to be paid on our stock now and voted $25 to 
be paid later. Tben eallle our belo\'ed bisters <lesiring to have the honse 
Uat they might funeralize their deceased member8, viz: 8i~ters .Teullie 
Hunter, Fannie Hall, Ellen Godfrey, Malindy Wright. Eliza .Tane Hurd 
allll Sister Hestpr Carter. Rev. C. If. Collier preached for thp sisterR on 
this occasion, qnoting from Rey. 14 chapter, 13 verse. He preacher1 a 
poweIfll1 sermon, many were the tears t.hat fell for joy as the beautiful pic­
tures of the triumph of these sainted Christian workers were drawn bv the 
s]'-I'aker. 

Night Session. 

The association reasRembled at 9 o'e1oek with a ho&t of visitors piesent 
to hear a sermon by R"v. S. E. Henderson of HOllston. 

FOURTH DAY-Morning Session. 

The asso"iation was ealle(1 to order by 1Il0,lerator, U. W. RlJlilh, divine 
sprdeps were conduded by Rev. G. W. "alton by reading the 112 Ps. and 
~inginll: hVllln No. 118; prayer by Re\'. A. Williams, after whie]] the mod­
erator annonneed the order of business and announceu the following ('0111-
mittel's: On in\'('stigation of lett(;rs, special ('olnllJittee on pel.ition 01' gnev-
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linCE'S, cOlllmittee on time and plact', on t'ducation and temperance. Ilere 
the'1Pw dlUrches were fellowshiped into the grand old bo,ly, two of them 
coming from the old convention dedaring that as a race we mllRt "go for­
,,'anI". Rev. Robertson, one of the newly inlisted war soldiers from 
Orange \"as called to the stan,) anll made a short and !Jointed talk in the 
interest Qf the work. Rev. Collier mo\"ed that a committee of ~even be 
ele('ted from the floor and that said cOllllllittt'e report the ofticers for the 
ensueing year. This Illotion was carried pnd the following named brethren 
were eleded vi7-: Revs. A, A. Travis, .T. W. HobertsolJ, R . .T. l\JeCiill, 
P. H. Collier, A. Robertson and A. H. Hpeakel' and R. Walker. After a 
few short talks by different brethren and a pray!'r bv Bro. A. Robertson, 
the aS80eiatir)ll took rel'eRS for dinner. Reassembled at 2 ::10 p. Ill. and Re,' . 
. J. \V. Svkes read the 20th ('hapter of Exodus, Rang alld had prayer by 
Re\". John Baldwin of Wharton. Rey S. Granthum was introdul'ed. lie 
IS one of t.he 'aged pioneers of the as~neiation. Bro. Uranthnlll spoke of 
his lah(·rs in liollston and asked for help to assist him in liquidating til:> 
debt of his ehurch, Rev . .J. W. Robertson moved to donate hilll ~2.50 
from the t.reasurv. Rev. Sparks amende,\ the motion by giving hilll a 
collection also from the congregation, a collection of *3.0.5 was pla~·.ed on 
the table in a few Illinutes. Bro. Granthulll then entenained the hou~e a 
few mOlllents with a little wit and humor alHI bid us God speed. At this 
tillle we had the pleasnre of being int roducE'd to He\". G. A Shlart, pastor 
of t.be \\'hite Bapt.ist churetl of the city and J. DaYls Oober, Sunday Sehool 
slIperintendt'nt and Bro. L. Gober, his father. They ~poke highly of our 
progress as a race, bo)th intE'llectual\v amI spiritually. Then came the 
('ommittl'e on itwestigatlOll of letters reporting severalehurehes asking for 
help and one, the St . .James of Wharton for dismission. The report was 
recommitted 011 motion of Bro. Wheat. The St .• James Chunh was de­
nied the letter for dislIIission only because her petition did not set forth 
the ohject for which ,she desired a letter. Since tIle associat.ion under the 
const.it'ltion can only grant letters to join some other association this in­
tent must be set, up. See Art. 12. After this Bro. Sidney E,"ans of Wharton 
a poor cripple object of eharity and Bro. Charles Stewart., a poor blind 
man was presented to ti,e eongre)!ation for help. God blpss the brethren 
and sisters, they soon gave ~4.10, which was divided edually b~tween thelll. 
Then eame the leport of officers showing faithful and pfHcient work done 
in their re~pective fields of labor. Hpeeial attention i~ ordered in regard 
to Rev . .James Tisdale, treasurer. He attached his resignat:on to his 
final repOlt gi\'ing as a reason that he was growing too old to serve the 
body as he had. Rev. Tisdale has Ilandled, as he said, thousands of dol­
lars for the association having been the treasurer from its birth. He 
pointed to his hands with pride and said they are dean. His report was 
adopted on motion of John Franks. lIis resignation was received and 
oldered spread 011 thp face of ~he llIilOutes, Rev. 1. S. Wright, who is also 
one of the founders tit at has gone with Elder Tisdale through the dark days 
moved to make the faithful old s!'T\'ant a life long member of the body. 
Cal'l'ied, Tben came the report of the ex board, which was adopted with 
the exception of the joint resolution drawn up by the board which met at 
Stafford's Point. The brethren discussed the advisability of incrpasing the 
taxation but decided that it was best to defer it till later hoping to Sl'l'ure 
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a more unanimolls endorsement. The corretlponding secretary and mis­
sionary should havE> credit for the creditable showing in their repcJtts. 
Rev. A. N. Wyatt read the reporL of the committee on temperance; strong 
speeches followed in condemnation of the drink habit especially among 
preachers. The committee on time and place recommended Mt. Pleasant, 
near Thompson where Rev. G. W. Smith is oastor, but this was changed 
later and it is now ordered that we meet next year at Macedonia Baptist 
Church where Rev. C. Ii. Sparks is pastor. The conlllllttee on permanent 
organizat.ion reported and the officers are as follows: Rev. p. H. Collier, 
Moderator, Houston; Rev. R. B. Evans, vice moderator, Houston: Bro. 
R. H. Wheat, recording secretary; Rev. A. T. Gordon, assistant; Rev. Eo H. 
Branch, corresponding secretary; Bro. A. H. Speaker, treasurer, Bro. J. 
W. Robertson, C. H. Sparks, board managers. Bro. S. E. Henderson was 
nominated for missionary on conditions wbidl made it neCE>ssary to defer 
approval till the 1st board meetlllg. Bro. Robertson moved to go into 
election of dele>!ates to the various eonventions, etc. Rev. T. W. Wilbourn 
and Rev. A. A. Travis were elected as delegates to the national convention. 
To the state convention, P. H. Collier, I. S. Wright, C. H. Spark~, Will . 
. Jones and J. W. Robertson; to the Lincoln Aassociation, Rev. A. N. Wy­
att, H. C. Cooper. The sisters at this time came before the body seeking 
to have the association apologize for the bad lights thrown upon them. 
Through a resolution offered by Rev. E. H. Branch in the ex-board to the 
effect that they were acting seperate and apart from the body and 1I0t bear­
ing their part of the pe('uniary burden. The sisters proved ('onclusively 
that the thrust at them was unwarranted. It is nee<iles to say that we 
were ollly too glad to get off with merely taking it ba('k. They wiped the 
resolution off the face of the earth and retired with a sig'llficant warning 
very elaLed over taeir victorv. Then Rev. Collier moved to adjourn to give 
place to the cantata given hl' his ('hureh. Reassembled diredly after the 
literary ellercises which were indeed a treat. The trustees from the Seguin 
Collell:e were allowed their railroad fare to and from the sehool where they 
had gone to be present at the closing and to represent the association in the 
school board. Rev, G. W. Smith, $4.85; Rev. S. M Fomby, $6.40; Rev. 
J. D. Montgomery, $6 40. The corresponding secretary was paid $5.45 for 
services for the year. On 1lI0t;on of Bro. Wh"at, we gave Live O"k Church 
$10 and lent her $15 to be paid at the setting of the next association. 

Bethlehem 
Bethel 
Hethlehem 
Bethelda 
Concurd 
Camp Zion 
Charles Zion 
Damascus 
Elm Grove 
East liate 
Eanon Chapel 
Ever Green 
Elizabeth 
Free Svstem 
Uilfield 
Hrove Hill 
Good Hope 
(Tood Hope 
('ood Hope 
.Jordan Groye 
.J ernsalem 
Little Zion Jerusalem 
Live Oak 

Roll 0./ Churches. 
Lamp Zion 
Mother Zion 
Mount Zion 
Mount (iI'ove 
Mount Pilgrim 
Mt. Zion 
Mt. Pleasant 
Mt. Pilgrim 
Mt. Carmel 
l\H. Pleasant 
Mt. Priscilla 
Macedonia 
Mt. Call"ary 
Mt. Olive 
Mt. tiileon 
Mt. Pilgrim 
Mt. Corinth 
Mt. Zion 
Mt., Calvary 
Mt. Pleasant 
Mt. Zion 
~ew Zion 
Pleasant Hill 

Palestine 
Penile 
Page Ville 
Pleasant Hill 
Pilgrim Journey 
Prairie Grove 
Pleasant Green 
Rock West 
Rising Star 
Rising Star 
Sycamore lirove 
Sand Hidge 
Sweet Cromwell 
Shiloh 
1St. Paul 
St. Phillip 
St. Luke 
Thompson Chapel 
W ildeI'll ess Branch 
Zion Bill Brookshire 
Zacheus Chapel 
Zion II ill 
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Roll of De/{:galcs. 

Rev. S. M. Fomby Rev. J. M. Williams 
.Tue Owens Rey. H. B. Southern 
Sam Pendergrass P .. J . .Tames 
Rev. H. Boykin R. A. Perkins 
p. M. Smith Sister A. Whitney. 
Rev. (~. W Hatton J. D. Spivey 
Rev. U. T. Thompson Hister H. Deblaugh 
Rev. T. H. Hll!lgins Sister M. Blantehett 
1'. W. Wilkerson HisleI' .Tulia Stewart 
Rev. Thomas Lelllons Sister Noran liebert 
Rev. William Wright Hister .J. P. E.,gene 
.J ohnnie Brooks I. S. Carrol 
C .. J. Burton Rev . .T. W. Baldwin 
S. H. Thompson Y. Ford 
Rev. S. E. HenGerson Rev. A. N. Wya~t 
A. E. Black Rev. E. II Lampkins 
Rev. H. C. Cooper W. R. Ross 
Sister P. C. Cooper A. W. Williams 
Rev. 8. S. Montgomery .J. T. Thumas 
Rev. J. P. Parker Rev. A. A. Travis 
Rev. Nat James Rev. J. S. Sanders 
Rev. P. H. Collier Rev. S. Granthulll 
Magale norris Rev. U. W. Smith 
Rev. A. T. Gordon A. Thomas 
Rev. L. Bran('h WilJiall1ll1 .Jefferson 
Robert Silllmon~ Rel·s. R. B. EI'ans 
(ieorge Simmons " 1\1. Simlllons 
Wm. Hall A. Minor 
Rev. E. H. Branch P. Howling 
R. Walker V. Henderson 
Rev. R. J. McGill Rev . .T. W. Hteel 
F. C. Cooks " A. Grimes 
Rev. 1. S. Wright H. H. Anderson 

Rev . .J. R. Loftoil 
T. Hatton 

" .T. D. Montgomery 
A. H. Speaker 
U. H Brown 
Mansom Wood 
.J E. Taylor 
ReI'. Austin Francis 

E. Eallon 
Tee We~lev 

.J ames Holland 
C. C. Hawkins 
A. Young 
Rev. T. W. Wilbonrn 

" .1 allies Tisdale 
.J. W. l{obertson 

R. II. Tisdale 
S. H. Wheat 
Rev. Georg'l Nichols 
.John Frank!; 
Randle Asimore 
Rev. C. H. Spark~ 
Sister M. A. Hall 
I. B. Thomas 
P. W. Wilkerson 
Sist.er 1. B. Pointer 
A. Williams 
Sister .1. \V. Sykes 
A. R. Ross 
Sister 1. 1\1. Hendon 
S. F. Brown 
Sister D. C. Cobb 

Report of Committee Oil Edltcalz·oll. 

To the mo,lerator and members of the Southwestern Central Associa­
tion: We your committee on education would respe~tfnlly report that 
after a careful Htudy of the subje(·t assigned to us and the situation of our 
people generally, t.hat education is the need of the day. We thank God 
for t.he help he has given us and would renew Ollr alle!nanee to principles 
set forth in the decree of our general Baptist eonvention of Texas. We 
point again with pride to our Rehool at Seguin and reeognize in it a sehool 
of hi~h learning with a facultv second to -none. We dQ most urg,mtly 
insist that all the lovers of race pride and higher educational attainments 
patronize this school since the benefits to be deril'ed are equal to any in 
the stat!! if not the Union. We furt.her recommend that you set apart one 
hundred dollars to be nai(\ on ollr stoek, also that we patronize the National 
Publir Board for literature 2.11d also the Baptist Herald of Austin, 
Texas. Respectfully suhmittell, Rev. William .Jones, Rev. J. M. Will­
iamH, ReI'. U. If. Sparks. Rev. 1. S. Wright, and .John Franks and Martha 
Blanchet. Secretary. 

Committee on enrollment: Rev. H. C. Cooper, Matagorda; Rev, S. 
Fomby, Eagle Lake; Rev . .James Tisdale, Wharton; J amps Roberts, Hous· 
ton; S. H. Wheat, ''''harton. Committee on inl'estigation ot letters: 
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Rev J. R. Lofton, ReI'. R. B. Evans, George Hatton, J. H. Holland and 
Rev. R. .J. Mctiill. Committee on Obitnary rep1rtecj that the different 
letters showed that it had pleased Almighty God to take from ollr district 
92 of our memhers. "Be ve always rea!ly." Resp(~etfullv submitted, 
Rev. W. H. Hltll, Rey. G. W. Hatton, Rev. T. Hatton, P. W. Wilkerson 
and Willialll Jones. 

C011stz"tutioll 0.1 the Regular Baptist Missz"onary Southwest­

erll Central Ass'll 0.1 Texas. 

Art. 1. TIllS assoeiation shall be known as the regular Baptist Mis­
sionarv Southwestern Central Association of Texas. 

<\rt. 2. The object of this as~ociation shall be to concert and exec'ute 
measures for the spread of the Gospel within its limits and throughout the 
world, and to eonsolidate a Christian union, never to he hroken . 

. ~rl. 3 The officers of this association shall eonsist of a moderator; 
vice moderator; recordin ~ secretary; assistant recording secretary; eorres­
ponding secretary; treasnrer, missionary and two managers. Raid offieers 
are to hold their positions until their successors are elected ant! qualified. 
The two managers together with the other offieers shall constitute t.he 
executive board for the tran~aetion of busmess for the asso(;iation. Five 
of whom shall constitute a qnorum. 

Art. 4.. The moderator shall preside at all meetings of the association 
and see that order and decorum are observej by its members. He shall 
also appoint the following com mittees if not otherwise ordered by the 
body, to-wit: Investigation of letters in dispute, finance, education, 
devotion, obituary, time and place of holding association, enrollment, 
order of the day, and 'emperance. In the absence of the moderator the 
vice moderator shall perform said duties; in the absence of hoth the 
recording ser:retory shall att.md to said duties. 

Art. 5. It shall be the duty of _the recording secretary to keep a 
faithful record of all the business transactions of the body and read at each 
annual Illeeting the Constitution and Rules of Order of the association. 

Art. 6. The treasurer shall receive all monies of the association, keep 
a correct account of the same and the objects for which It is designed, pay 
it out according to the order of the association or executh'e board, and 
report the state of the treasury at each annual meeting. The correspond­
ing secretary shall correspond with such soeieties of the body, churches, 
branches or individuals as the association may dITect. 

Art. 7. The executiye board shall have power to fill all vacancies in 
its membership between the meetings of the aSAociation; to appoint and 
dismiss agents and missionaries, and arrange their compensations. But 
this does not, nor does it apply to ager.ts or missionaries, in regard to 
dismissal when appointed by the association, unless two-tairds of the 
churches belonging thereto, shall present or cause to be presenteci their 
conse!lt of removal. The word vacancy, as herein described shall apply 
to death or resignation. 

Art. 8. The exeeutive board shall make all app,'opriationA, when not 
made hy the association, tf'J be paid out of the treasnry; do all the execu­
tive business of the association; present to the association at each annnal 
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meet.ing, a fnll written report of its pro('eedings tluring the ('unent vpar 
and in all cases be 8n bjeeL to the decision of the association. " 

Art. 9. Immediately, or as soon as practicable, after the adjourn­
ment of tlie a~sociation, the moderator shall (·all the omcers and mana~ers 
wgether and proceed to organize the board by electing oflieer~, etc., after 
which they shall proceerl to examine the manuscript of the association's 
minutes, correct ani! approve them; also to make all necessar.y appropria­
tions for the payment of sa me. 

Art.. ·10. This association stull consist of regular Baptist. ministers in 
charge of regular miSSIOnary Bapti8t. chureheR and Lheir duly eleded dele­
gates or ministers, in good standing with their ehurehes bv pa} ing *1; no 
delegate, however, will be recognized coming from a church of whieh he is 
not a melllber, ex(~ept he be an ordaine.l minister pastoring sai.l church or 
churehes. 

Art. ]]. The churches shall send letters by their pastors or ddevates, 
containing statistic's of their increase, togel.he. with whatever else in their 
affair:-; may be interesting. 

Art.. 12. Church may be receieved in this bodv if sound in the doc­
trine and pradi('e of the Baptist. faith, and by paving 10 "ents per member 
as shown on their let.ter annually, or dismissed from it by their request 
through their delegation, to join any other association of the faith and 
order. 

Art .. 1H. This association shall not interfere with the indeoendence 
of the individual church in con1iuctinll: its worship and rliscipline: this 
belongs to the church itself, and if the association acts at all, it shall only 
be in the way of advice and couneil. 

Art. 14. Any member who may have an l'bjection against an in(li­
vidual church shall present. is objertion in writinlt, which objeetion together 
with the letter shall go to the committee on investigat.ion without debate. 
Nothing, nowever, will be consHlered an objection except it be against the 
doctrine and practice of Ihe Baptist faith, ,leither will the report be sus­
tained unlp.ss it. be proven that a private courAe of labor has been pursued, 
the same as in individual cases. 

Art. 15. The assoeiation ~hall meet annually at the time and place 
appointed, unless otherwise ordered. 

Art. 16. Any art.icle of this constitution may be altered or amen(led 
at the annual meeting of this body, bv a two-thirds vote of the members 
present, after thirty da,,!" notiee of the proposed change-being given 
through the Baptist medium of the state or otherwise. 

Art. 17. This notice must be pnblished at least thirty days prior to 
the convening of the anl!ual @ession d the association, setting forth and 
poin ting out t he particular al ticle to be chall!~ed or amende(l. 

Art. 18. The churches shall send one delegate for everv twenty-five 
mem bers reported on their letters, and one delegate for each fraction 
thereof. 

Rules oj" Order oj" the Southwestern Central Association. 

The assoeiation shall be called to order bv the moderator; in his 
absenee bv tne vice moderator, in the absence of both bv the secretary. 

2. Religious services-Introductory sermoll. 
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a. Reading the constitution an(l rules of order. 
4. Reading of letters and enrolling names of delegates: 
5. Appointment of committees as follows: On investigation, flnance, 

edncation, devotion, obituary, time and place, enrollment, order of day, 
tern perance. 

6. Reception of new churches. 
7. Whenever any ubjection is raised against a letter, it shall be 

referred to the investigation committee without debate. 
8. Keports of officers and electiJn of omeers, on the fourth day. 
H. No member of the aAsociation shall absent himself without per­

mission from the moderator. 
10. No subject shall be (liscusse(I without a 1II0tion ma(Ie and see­

onded. 
11. No person shall speak more than twice on the same 1II0tion with­

out. permission from the moderator and no more than fh'e minutes at any 
one time without the ll11animous consent of the association. 

12. A motion to lay on table, indefinitely postpone takes up the pre­
vious questiun, or to adjourn, shall always be in order and shall be put 
without debate. 

18. A motion made amI lost, shall not bl> recorded on the minut.es 
unless so ordered at a time. 

14, When the moderator callA a III em ber to order the mem ber shall 
take his seat once. If the member refuses to come to order he shall make 
apology to the moderator and association immediately, or forfeit his priv­
ilege as a member, and shall not be allowed to speak durin!/: the se3sion of 
the association, unless he appeals from the rnling of the modemtor and his 
appeals are sustained. 

Church Covenant. 

Having been lead, as we believe, by the spirit of God, to receive the 
Lord Jesus Christ as our Ravior, and on the profession of our faith having 
been baptized in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy 
Ghost. we do now, in the presence God's angels and this assemblv, most 
solemnly and joyfully enter into covenant with one another as one body in 
Christ. We engage, therefore, by the help of the Holy Spirit, to walk 
together in Christian love; to strive for the advancement of the church in 
knowledge, holiness and comfort; to endeavor to promote its prosperity 
and spirituality; to sustain its worship, ordinances, discipline and doc­
trine; to contribute cheerfully and regularly to the support of the ministry, 
the expenses of the church, the relief of the poor and the spread of the 
gospel through all nations. We also engage to maintain family and secret 
devotions; to religiously edueate our chiluren; to seek the salvation of our 
kindred and our acquaintances; to walk circumspectly in the world; t.o be 
just in our dealings, faithful in our engagements, exemplary in our deport­
ment; to avoid all tattling, back-biting or excessive anger; to abstain from 
the Aale and use of intoxicatin~ drinks as a beverage; to be zealous in 
our efiorts to advance the kingdom of our Savior. We further engage to 
watch over one another in brot.herly Jove, to remember each other in 
prayer; to aid each other in sickness and eli 'tress; to culti vat.e Christian 
sympathy in feeling and courtesy in speech; to be slow to take offl>nse. but 
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always ready for reconciliation, and mindful of t.he rilles of our Savior, io 
secure it without delay. We moreover enga!!;e that when we move from 
this place we will, as soon as possible, unit~ with 80me other ehurch of the 
same faith and ordel, where we carry out the spirit of this covenant and 
principles of God's word. Amen. 

Thinxs If''e Oltxht to Kllozf'. 

On the 21st day of .July 1891 the S. W. C. A. took stock in the Guada­
loupe College to the amount of *l!l25. We have paid from all SOllrces, viz: 
From the a.ssociation, woman's I\li~sion societies, Sunday-school district 
convention, Sunday-scho(Jls and all persons white and colored in this asso­
ciational district *722.90 leaving a balance due of $902 10. The last pay­
ment on the school debt falls dne Feb. the Ist,1898. It amounts to $1442. 
Everyone is called upon to help. We get the above facts and figures from 
Dr. W. B. Ball, financial agent of the college. Our Gandaloupe College 
matriculates annually from 275 to 325 pupils and still there is room. 

There were 68 churches reported at Beaumont and they reported 
4109 members. Since the numerical strength of the Baptist can only be 
gotten from statistics we cau never know how strong we are until we Jearn 
to report the rilllmembership of our churches. At present our member­
ship seems to be governed by the amolw. of mcll1ey we eollect. This 
ought not to be. Rev. ,James Tisdale tendered his resignation as treasurer 
of the association, having served it ever since the organization; he was 
made a life mem bel'. If we would pay 25 cents apiece at the next sitting 
of the body we would raise *1,027.25, even if we did 110t increase in mem­
ship. This would pay our entire stock. 

Board Meeting. 

WHARTON, TEXAS, Aug., 4, 1897. 

The first board meeting of the S. \"". C. A. of Texas met with the 
Maceuonia Baptist Chnrch at Wharton at 3 P. m. 

Rev . .T. W. Robertson in the chair, Rev. C. C. Craig conducted oper,in!!; 
seryices and offered prayer, Bro. Sparks, the pastor made a 5hort wel­
come ftcldre8S to the member~, six being pr'lsent, viz: RE'v .. J. W. Robert­
son, R. B. EI'ans, E. H. Branch, S. H. WllPat, A. H. Speaker and C. H. 
Sparks; Bru. Collier anr! Bro. Uorclon being ab~ent. The preAident t.hen 
announced the hOllse in order for bllsiness. The first thing in order was 
the exalilination of the mantl~cript of the assoeiation. Bro. Hparks was 
elected secretary to aet for Bro. <,OJ'don who was eleeted at Beaumo'lt. 
The mS8. was read and after carefnl examination and corrections it was 
approved ancl turned over to Bro. Wheat, the recnrding seeretarv for 
printing. It was ordered that 1500 copies be printed and sent Ollt by the 
secretary, and that he (the secretary) be allowed *30 fl~r the work. 

Thllr@dav morning the board met at 8 o'dock, Rev. A. D. Mathenia 
reall 1st. Cor. 2nd. Chapt., sang and offered prayer. The president then 

• annollnced tbe honse in order for business. Sister Taylor b~ing present 
was allowed time to present the dail118 of the iferald for the printing of 
the minutes. We assnred her that the Herald sltould have every oppor-
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tnnity to secnre the work. Bro. Collier mafle his arrival on the 12 o'clock 
train. At this time the question pertaining to the missionary was taken 
up. It will be remembered that this matter was referred to the board bv 
the associatio'l and Rev. Henderson was recommended upon the condition 
that he resign his <!hurdles and give all of his time to the field. Bro. Hen­
derson was pretolent and told us that he could not comply with the request 
of the assoeiation ; this of course, made it necessary that we seek some one 
else. Bro. C. C. Craig was present and offered to resign his church at 
Rosenberg and take the field giving his entire time. Bro. Craig, comin~ 
as he did, very highly recommended bv Dr. Collier and others. were put 
on the field upon the following condit.ions: He is to give his entire time 
to the work and report to the board at its regl11ar quarterly meetings. \Ve 
are to pav him $25 a month. His railroad fare and stationery bill, Bro. 
Craig is to raise this money from the field and all over his expenses as 
herein mentioned shall be paid into the treasnry. Bro. Wheat made a 
short talk showing the necessity of plltt.ing forth Illore energy towards 
raising more money, since the treasury of any institution is in a great 
measure the life of it, and offered the following resolution which was 
adupted: Resolved, that each member of this board is hereby appointed 
as financial agent. for the association and that they be required to hold 
rallies wherever the doors of the church may be opened to them and that 
the proceeds be placed in the treasury after paying the expen~eA of said 
meeting. Rev. Collier offered a resolution that the board hl)l<I quarterly 
meetings, get out a suitable program for the occasion, etc. (carried). 
Adjourned to hear preaching by Bro. Collier. Accordinl[ly at 8 :HO he was 
in the stand. His text, Heb. 11 :6. was rendered with great power. Bro. 
Branch offered praver. Collection $2.10. 

Friday morning, Aug. 6, the president cailed the house to order at 8 
o'dock. Bro. Branch conducted the usnal divine services and a commit­
t.ee of three was appointed to select ministers to preach the annual ser­
mons in the next association, viz. 1. W. Robertson. P. H. Collier, E. H. 
Brandl. This is their report. 

IntrodtJetory Sermon ..................... Rev. H. C. Cooper 
Doctrinal Sermon. . .. . . . .. , ...... " ..... Rev. R. B. Evans 
Education Sermon .................... Rev. S. E. Henderson 
Hist.orical !;ermon .................... Re\' . .T. W. Robertson 
Temperance !;ermon ................... Rev. E. H. Lampkins 
Missionary Serrnon ......................... Rev. C. C. Cr..tig 
Final perseverance of the Saints ........... Rev. A. A. Travis 
What BaptIsts beliRve. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .... A. F. Gordon 

Bro. Collier move.1 to appropriate $8 for the natiodal convention. Bro. 
Robertson moved to appropriate $+5 fOI' "rin ting minutes.' A \'ote of 
thanks was taken for the Maeedonia Church for her care of the board, on 
motion of Bro. Robertson. The following resolntions were offered and 
adopted bv Rev. Robertson. Whereas, as there has been and is now so 
many incompetent ministers b'~ing sent out and whereas it would seem t 
be because of careless examinations. Resolved that all applicants for ordl­
nation be sent up to the a6sociation or to a board apoointed by that bod.!-. 
This resolution does not seek to interfere with the sovereign right of the 
individual churches, hut it is hereby submitted to them for consideration 
nd adoption. 
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Resolution by Bro. Wheat., Whereas, it is the custom of the associa­
tion to exempt the church fro III dUAS which cares for it and whereas, it 
was overlooked at the association, resolved, that we exempt the Live Oak 
Church of Beaumont from dues for this year and that a vote of thanks be 
tendered those good people for their care of us while there. Bro. Collier 
moved to adjourn to meet at Roek West Baptist Church on Wednesday 
before the 3rd Sunday in NOVl~mher. Cost of b!Jard, ~:!8.4fi. Resolution 
by S. H. Wheat, whereas the association in its recolllll1p.ndation of officers 
<lid reccommend Rev. S. E. Henderson for missionary upon the condition 
that he resign his churches and give all his time to field, and whereas ill 
this board he comes before us saying that he cannot comply with the 
requirements resolve that we cast about for some one that can comply 
with the above order. 
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Board Meeting. 

The woman's ciistrict mission board Illet at Beaumont, Texas, July, 20, 
1897. The president, Mrs. H. E. Henders~m, read for the opening exer­
cises the CXXX VITI Psalms, prayer was offered by Sister Ellis, after 
which they sang. The board then went into business. 'lister I. B. Thomas 
motioned that the discussion concerning the last year's miRlltes be tu rn ed 
over to the convention, after whieh the board adjourned. 

PROCEEDINGS 
OF THE 

TENTH ANNUAL SESSION 
OF THE 

?>l\PTISr 

South-western WOlllanJs Honle :Vlission 

District Convention. 

HELD WITH LIVE OAK BAPTIST CHURCH 

AT BEAUMONT, TEXAS, 

JULY 20TH-24TH 1897. 

Officers. 

Pl'esident A. L. Tisdale, Wharton; vice·president H. E. Henderson, 
Houston; reconiing seeretarv ]\'[. A. Hall, Wharton; assistant secretarv 
Nora Hebert, Beaumont; corresponding secl'etary M. K. Collier, HOllston; 
treasnrP.r I. B. Th(lInas, Wnarton; missionarv .J. A. Osborn, Spanish Camp; 
board member S. F, Brown, Hungerford; H. V. ,\uams, Spanish Camp; 
II. Usher, HOllston. 
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First Day's Session. 

BEAnlON'I', TEXAS, Wednesday, July, 21st, 18!)7. 
At 7 :30 a. Ill. prayer meeting was conducted by Sister E, Sipples of 

Richmond. At 9:30 a. III, Sister A. L. Tisdale, the president called the 
convention together and read for our benefit the XCV Psalm; then sang 
hymn No. 38; prayer was then offered by Sister H. E. Henderson of Hous­
ton; second hYllln, Savio" more than life to me, after which the president, 
introduced sever,,1 visitors, among whom were Rev. McKinney of the 
A. M. E. Chu rch, who gave us a. brief and interesting talk that was \'ery 
encouragiul:( to the cOl1\'ention; then the presiJent called the house to 
order and Sister M. K. Collier made the welcome address which was 
respon,led to bv Sist~r I. B. Thomas of Wharton, On motion of J. A. 
Osborn of Spanish Camo, that the welcome address be spread on the 
minutes of the meeting; the same was carl'ied. 

Si8~er president, members and friends of the distric:t convention of the 
S. W. C. A: 

No more pleasant task was eye~ assigne(1 me in connection with our 
work, than to extend to you some words of welcome and Christian saluta­
t.ion, We sometime behol,1 men crossing stat.ea, l'ontillents and mighty 
seas to attend labor conventions and assemblies of sl'ienee and art.; gnrely 
the sight of this gl'Jl'ions morning onght to be mtH'h more weleome to our 
eveS. 

- Sisters, the thoughts that bring us to~ether in these walls al'e the 
gl'eatest that. can toueh and thrill the hnman heart. 

The Cal]~flS to wlriell yoU are to give yonI' words of counsel, help an,1 
cheer are not those of to-day and to-morrow. bnt of ai'l tillle and eternity, 
and are fer! by the thoughts of our sin an,1 sorrow. the grave, Uod and 
Immortality. 

We welcome yon to our town l Beaumont), hett.er known as the Inm bel' 
city, with its bJautifnl surrollnding .. , saw mill~, faetories, electrie lights 
and last but not least., its delightful spnngs and big hills. 

We bid yon all hail! We welcome yon be('ause you have shown that 
onr denomination doe~ not' creep along the shallow shoals of ignorance, 
bnl that. it grow3 an I glories in the hrol\,lest intellectnal culture; and the 
pat.h of its hest progress lies along the lines of edllcation of all I he people. 

In h~half of t.he old mother ehureh, who as she sits there like Roman 
matron, prou,\ of her ('hi\,lren gathered around her, points to the growing 
ehurellfls of the city saying, "these are my jewels." In behalf of her and 
them I w('leome you with all my heart. 

If there cannot be a home recllption for each one ()f you, rest assn red 
that. t.here is ~ heMt ret'Plltion for you all. 

We well'onle YOll e~pe,'iall'y to Ollr tahle whkh l\lay be loade,1 wit.h 
potat.oes, eabbage, b~ef. chicken, allll all t.hat. will tellli tn make yon happy. 

You will not find the killli,':; palace all dll('orated with draperies nor 
his table ladenlld with il~ daint.v eatables. but t.o such as we ha\'e, we 
we!t-o(flIlYOI1. . 

An,l again dear 8i8ter~, we well'ome yon to YOllr rightful plal'e. May 
YOllr Ilame, rank high ill the lamb'H hl)ok of lifll wit.h those worthv wOlllen 
whom 1he apo,t.le 8~ glalllv Reknowle,h:e,1 his helpers in the go~p;l. 

IV ele )jue, wekome, we1l'ollle. -
YOllrs in t.he work" 

01(~.) l\f. K. COLLIER. 
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The convention then went into its regular business; on motion of I. 
B. Thomas of Whart.on that rule third be taken up; the assistant secretary 
bein~ absent, Mrs .. T. A. Osborn of Spanish Camp, motioned t.hat Mrs. S. 
E. White of Spanish Camp, serve as assistant secretarvof the meeting. 
On Illotion of E. i3ipple that Mrs. M. K. Collier be porter of the meeting; 
then came the enrolling of the delegates names. Rev. W. M. Beckham 
being present, Sister Hanna Adams motioned that all business be sus­
pended to hear from Rev. W. M. Beckham of Austin, after which Rev. 
Beckham came forward and stirred our very sonls with the gOl)d thin~s 
from his lips. After hearing so many good things from Rev. W M, Beck­
ham, sister president turned the meeting over to Rev. Beckhalll and the 
silSters lost sight of this world and dropped their pocket books and did not 
think until they had lost $3.50 in favor of Rev. Beckham; after which tha 
convention donatl'd Rev. Beckham $2 which made $5.50 in all, then the 
reverend smiled and said "Thank yon sisters, this is for Africa." Then 
the convention went into a speaking meeting, and after they all had spoken 
we took up rule 4th. Then the committees were apppointed. 1. Com­
mittee on order of the day was appointed as lullows: E .. J. Norton of 
Richmond, A. Washington of Wharton r.'ld S. F. Brown of Hungerford. 
2. Committee on devotion was as follows: S. A. Cook, R. A. Hatton, D. 
Briton, P. B. Browr., G. McKinsiek, Carrie Upine and S. E. Randle. 3. 
Committee on finance was as follows: J. A. Osborn, I. B. Thomas. C. E. 
Diggs and V. A. Jenkins. 4. Committee on temperance: S. A. Cook R. 
A. Hatton, D. Briton, T. B. Brown ann M. E. Ellis. 

The committee on order of the day came forward and was ready to 
report. On motion of Mrs. C Pinkney of Wharton, we heard the rep<lrts 
of the committee on order of the day, whi..:h read as follows: We your 
committee on order of the day beg leave to make the folll)wing report. 
The convention shall meet daily at 9 a. m., recess at. 11.30 a. m. and 
reconvene at 1 :30 p. m., adjonrn for dinner at 4 p. m. aud reconvene at 1) 

P. m. We respectfully submit to your honorable body onr report, A. 
Washington, S. F. Brown and E. 1. Norton. chairman. The convention 
adjourned to meet at 1 :30 p. m. 

Afternoon Session. 

Met at 1 :30 p. m.; the presi.lent, Miss A. L. Tisdale called the c(mven­
tion to order by reading the VI chap. of St. Luke, and prayer was offered 
by Si~ter S. F. Brown. First hymn, "Lord I would come tothee." The 
president announced the hL"lse in order for business, and on motion of I. 
B. Thomas the minutes of the morninJ,r session were read and adopted, 
after which Sister A. Taylor was introduced t.o the convention and made 
one of her soul stirring talks. It was meat to our very sonl. She spoke 
briefly of our work and then of the Baptist state work and she put in some 
heavy blows for the Baptist Herald of Austin, The convention donated 
Sister A. Taylor $3, after which I. B. Thomas motioned that we take np 
rule 3rd, after which the following named delegates were enrolled: 

M. E. McCray S. Long S. A. Cook 
Matt.ie Baker S. Ednm C. Eo Digg 
Maria Laws Mary Cieorge Hallie Miles 
1. S. Wright S. P. Brown Fanny White 
A. T. Gordon A. L. Tisdale M. A. Hall 



E. H. J. Hatton 
M. J. Hatton 
H. E. Hooks 
V. A. Jinken 
S. Belle 
A. D. Palmer 
Bettie J ohnsun 
Annie Carter 
Isabella Carter 
S. E. Randle 
Mary Wadkins 
Mary Washington 
H. E. Henderson 
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A. Washington 
C. Pinkney 
M. Scott 
S. Rangel' 
G. A. McKisie 
H. V. Adam 
S. E. White 
I. M. Henderson 
E. Robertson 
l\J. E. Rosway 
L. Wallace 
R. A. Hatton 
P. B. Brown 

1. B. Thomas 
D. Britton 
B. Usher 
J. W. Steels 
K. Deblaugh 
N. Hebert 
C. Upine 
M. K. Collier 
M. R. Jacob 
M. Wardell 
S.Io'omby 

After which some discussion came up concerning Thompson Chapel 
Society. Sister S. E. Henderson motioned that we appoint a committee 
to investigate the above said Aociety's letter', after which all busineas was 
suspended until we could hear some interesting remarks from Prof. D. 
Ahner, the president of the I-laudaloupe College at "eguin, Texas. Sister 
A. D. Palmer motioned that the ('onvention extend a vote of thanks to 
Prof. D. Abner for his interesting lecture. The eonvention gave the votE> 
of thanks. After reading all letters in hands prayer was offered by Sister 
A. Taylor, then the convention adjourned to meet at 9 o'clock a. Ill. 

THIRD DA Y.-Morning Session. 

The president, Sister A. L. Tisdale. opened by reading the XV chap. 
of St. John, prayer was offered by Sister R. A. Hatton, then the president 
annbunced the house in order for buginess. Next came the reading of the 
minutes of the previous da.y. On 1II0tion of Sister Sipples the minutes 
were adopted. On motion of Sister V. Jiriken we took uo rule third. On 
motion of Sister S. F. Brown, we received the letters of all new societies, 
after which the following new societies were rec'3ived and their delegates 
fellowshipped: New Zion. Prairie Grove, Elizabeth, Rosenberg and 
Sh Hoh. fi rF t ward societies. 

On motion of 1. B. Thomas we hear the reports of the committees. 
The committee on temperance came forward and reported the following: 

We ha\'e carefully considered the word temperance and we know that 
it means moderate and strict control of appetite and mind a'1d a woman 
cannot be a true woman unless she is temperate in all its elements. 
Intemperance is a curse that has and is vet ruining onr race. We will sav 
to the mot.hers, if yoU will only abstain from drinks and tobacco and snuff, 
we wonld have bettel' girls and hovs. I trust we wiII keep all the rules of 
temperance and make our future race better. Theil we are your humble 
committee, S. A. Cuok, R. A. Hatton, D. Britton, P. B. Brown. 

Next comes the committee on investigation and they report as follows: 
We vour committee on inveetig~tiou find that the Thompson Chapel 
societv is not in good standing with the church, therefore we cannot rec­
ommend her to your body. H. E. Henderson, S. F. Brown 

The committee on (levotion reported that Rev. Williams preach the 
woman's missionary sermun, 
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On motion of Sister Hatton that we hear from the societies that sent 
money to pay Sister Henderson's way to the to the national convention of 
last year at St. Louis. 

Mother Zion Society .................................. $1 00 
East Gate Society. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .. . ....... 1 00 
Sister Gordon reports her society ........................ 1 00 
Freesvstem Society.......... ........... .... . ........ 1 00 
Oak Hill ........................................... . 

On 1lI0tion of Sister (-jordon that we hear the reports of the secretarv 
concerning Sister Fanny Epperson, our former senetar}. The Hecretary 
reportp,d that she had written SJ8Ler Epperson but rel"eived no answl'r. 
Sister Hatton molioned that we write Sister Epperson again concerning 
the money 3he has of the cOIH"ention. f'ister Rilvey (Jordon motion that 
we send sOllie one to school. Sister M. K. Collier motioned that we sen(\ 
Rosa Thompson, and 1\-liss Stubbs to the Guadaloupe College at SeglJin, 
Texas. Then the convention adjourned to meet at 1 :ao o'clock p. m. 

THIRf) f)A Y.-EzJeniIlK Session. 

Opened by singing hymn No. 102, prayer was offered bv Si,ter Bettie 
.Johnson, after which they read the V chap. of Kt. Matthew, then the pres­
i(\ent announce(\ the house in order for business. Then Rev. W. B. Ball 
was introduced to the convention after giving us one of his good ole\ smil­
ing leetures. Sister 1. B. Thomas motioned. that the eon \'ention donate 
Bro. W. B. Ball *5 for Uaudaloupe College. 

At ;~ o'clock p. III all business was suspended to hear the obitnary 
sermon 01 the ueceased sisters of the home llIi~sion societies of our district. 
Hev. p. II. Collier preached the sermon for the women in memory of the 
deceased sister~. iliA sermon wal; weight and power to our BOIlIH. Rev. 
Collier knows how to talk ahout (iud's holy word. He is a dod sent 
preal'her, another Peter of old. After hearing stl(~h a good Hermon frolll 
Rev, p, n. Collier, the eonvention took up fonr dollars and donated two 
dollar~ to Rev. Collier. The balance whieh was two dnllars, was turned 
over to the treasurer, :\lr8. 1. B. Thomas. After whieh the eon\"ention 
took up the regular routine of busines;. As eaeh societ y promised \a~t 
year to give 50 cents each to the training sehonl, they took up the fifty 
cents. 

:Vlollnt Common Society gh'e........................ ... 50 
.T. A. Oshorn paid ...................................... *100 
Sister Henderson...... ................................ 2;) 
Anna Carter .. . ... ............ .................... 25 
Ellen Robertson. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2.'i 
V. A .. Iinken ........................................ 21i 
C. Pinknev..... ...... . ... , .. . . .. . . .. . . .. 25 
Total amount.. .. . . .. .... .............. 2 7.'> 

On mnt:on of Sister Hene\erson we heanl the report. of the l'01l1111 ittee 
on fihane~e, The com mit.tee reported a~ followR: 

We have taken up during the meeting *45.10. On the Illot.ion of i-iistt'r 
H. Eo Henderson that the con ven tion pay Prof. D. Ahner fi \'e dolla r~ on 
MiHs Mary Stewart's schooliilg at thp, (';al1e\a\ollpe College. f;ah\1lce cllle 
Oil Mi~s Mary f'tewart.'s schooling ten dollars. Then Sister :\1. K, Colli .. r 
mot·ionee\ t.hat rule six he taken up to hear the annllai report of oUicers. 
M .. -\. Hall. seerptary, reportt''' as follows: 
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DEAR SISTERS :-1 shall turn over four dollars that I collected since we 
last met and I have written twenty cards and five letters during the year. 

The president, ~iss A. L. Tisdale made her t'nnual reports as follows: 
Letters written, thirty-two, blank for the society $1.50, societies visited 
fonr. Yours, 

A. L. TISDALE. 
Mrs. I. B. Thomas, the treasurer reported as follows: 
Sister President, money received last vear $59.20, payed out $30, paid 

for sending money 30 cents, balance on hand from last year $28. 
Yours, 

I. B. THO~[AS, Treasurer. 
Reports of Sister.J. A. Osborn, miss!onarv of the district.: 
I have traveled 224 miles and visited eleven churches, organized 4 

societies. Money collected: 
Rising Star. ............ 55 

Prairie Grove .... 

Pleasant Hill 

St. Luke ..... . 

Elm Grove .... . 

Mt. Calvarv ....... . 

Mt. Vernon ............... . 

. ........... $1 30 

1 35 

1 00 

Sand Ridge. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 00 

Mt. Maiah.......... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .... 2 10 

Mt. Pleasant.... . .... . 
Mt Zion .............................. . 

50 

90 

Total ............................................... $8 70 
Yours, 

J. A. OSBORN, Missionary. 
1. B. Thomas motioned that all the officers of this convention be paid 

for their services during the sitting of the convention. (Carried.) Sister 
E. Sipple motioned that we pay Sister M. K. Collier two dollars for acting 
porter during the convention. M. A. Hall motioned that we pay S. E. 
White $2.50 for acting assistant secretary of the convention. 

Sister Hlltton motioned that the president appoint a committee of 
tSeven on permanent organization. (Carried.) The president appointed 
the following named sisters: 

S, Brown, H. V. Adams, L. C. Cook, C. H. Deblal1gh, M. J. Hatton, 
G. A. McKissic, S. Ranger, S. E. Randle. 

After which the committee retired and made the following report: 
We, your committee on permanent organization, beg leave to make 

the following report: 
A. L. Tisdale, President. 
H. E. Henderson, Vice-President. 
M. A. Hall, Recording Secretary. 
J. A. Osborn, Missionary. 
I. B, Thomas, Treasurer. 
Nora Hebert, Assistant Secretary, 
M. K, Collier, Corresponding Sec. 
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The above names were elede.! oflkers of the convention by the house. 
After which the following resolutions wt're offered by Sister C. E. Diggs of 
Wharton; Resolve, That the convention pav the district officer's way of' 
this convention to and from the annual meeting of each year. Sister AI. 
HaltolJ of Spanish Camp, motione.} that, the above re~olution be rel"eived 
and adopted. Sister E. J. lIatton motioned that a l"ommittee of three be 
appointed to wait on the aS8ociation to aseertain whether we would be 
ree()gnized in a joint session with them or not. The committee reported 
that the ass ·,ciation rerogni70ed us as a part of the association. 

Sister Norton motioned that the monev that was collpe;t.ed last vpar to 
defray Sister Henderson's way to t.he national convention at St. Louis last 
year, b., tnrned over to the treasurer. 

Sister Cook motioned that the convention and friends return a vote of 
thanks to the pastor and the Illembe"s of the A. M. E. Church for their 
great kindness to them, also to the citizens of Beaulllont, both white and 
colored. Sister M. K. Collier motioned that we pay Sister Sipple one 
dollar. On the 24th otUeers were all installed, The convention then 
adjourned to meet 1898 at Whar~on, Texas in the Macedonia Baptist 
Churth, 

Obituary. 

To TilE Ho~u MISSlCN SOCIETY AND SISTI,a PREswEN"r;-We submit to 
you the testimony of our beloved sister and president., Mrs. Jennie Hunter. 
This beloved sister was born in 1853 and became a member of Mt. Pleasant 
Church in 1877. From the time she became a member of the church to 
her death she was a zealous worker for Christ. [{er record as a member of 
of our church is worthv of commendation. lIer mission as a helper was 
an admirable one, for she pi'oclaimed "Jesus" every where she had an 
apportunity. As a worker in the home mission society. she lost nu time in 
trviug to build it up. We owe onr progress to her, for she seeme.! to have 
given her soul and attention to measure such t.hings as would kepp us 
marching upwards to heaven. She became presLient of our society in 1891 
and served six successi\'e years. Undtlr her ar!ministratiun Ollr society 
continued upwards. Her testimony; 

Eight days before she made her departure to the bright worl.!, she said 
she heard the bells ringing and also heard a singing .1t the river. She 
said they were singing "0 Lord when I died." She then said "I pray 
Clod th,lt the bell:; I hear are ringing for me to take me out of IllV llIisery" 
and also said she saw a light pass over her and asked her nllrses did they 
see it. She also met her mother and said she cooked for her and told her 
to go back and she would come for her in short. The morning before she 
died she asked what time 'it was and some one told her it was then a few 
minutes to eleven and she told us she.had but a few minutes longer to stay 
here, and so on the next morning 15 minutes of eleven, she died on the 
18th of Jan. 1897. 
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CONSTITUTION 
OF THE 

~f\PTISr 

South-western Woman's Home Mission 

District Convention. 

Art. 1. Tld~ eonvention shall be known as the Baptist Woman Home 
1\1 iss ion Convention. Its object shall be to concert a union or action never 
to be broken and establish an interest in mission work among the Baptist 
women of this district., 

Art. 2. The officers of this convention shall consist of president, vice­
president, recording secreta ry, corresponding secretary, treasurer and three 
others as the board of managers, who t.ogether with the officers uf the 
convention shall constitute an executive board for the transaction of bus­
iness for the convention, five of whom shall constitute a quorum. They 
shall all be elected annually and shall hold their respective position A 

nntil successors are eleded and qualified. 
Art. 3. The convention shall elect a general missionary annually who 

shall visit each society ill the district and lecture to the same aIllI also visit 
"ach church in the distriet and with the co-oporatioll of the church ,,-nd 
pastor organize a hOllle mission society in the district whenever there is 
none organize(l. She shall collect money in the field for her SUppOI t . 

Art. 4. The executive board shall have the same power to act during 
the eu rrent year as the board of the asoociation, 

Rules of Order. 

]. The convention shall open with reading and religions services. 
2. Reading cOllstitntion and rules of order. 
3. Calling the names of societies, reading letters and enrollinlt the 

names of delegates. 
4. Appointment of committees as follows. Committee on order of 

the day, on finance, 011 devotion and on temperance. 
5. Reception of lIew societies. 
6. Reports of officers. 
7. Remarks on papers by the sisters to be read ill joint session with 

the association. The election of officers after this. We will conform to 
the rules of the association. 
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