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CIRCULAR LETTER.

Beroven Dretnres: ]
YOU are anthoriced. from custom, {o expect an address
from us.  The minates will inform you somewhat of the state of
the Churches composing our body, as well as of the business that
has come before us.  From what has becu, and still is, a very fre-
quent suhject of couversation, as well as of the pulpit, you might
expect !-lll‘lll‘ll'liﬂ‘.'_" on the e«t]![i(-rl of f.'rrrw and Hu.-uw - ]
We are of the opinion, that to contend for the truth of Christianity,
doctrinally and practieally, is the most sacecssful way to oppose
heresy, "There are a few truths spread over the sacred pages,
which we apprebend Christiaus are tanght of the L.orp to under-
stand, and cannot reject, viz, the cifcumstances in which sin has
placed the human family—* conceived in sin,” « by nature chil-
dren of wrath,” under condemnation, not only for what they do,
_ordo not, but for what they aree; the necessity fur, and the suita-
bleness of the character of Christ (% being God manifest in the
flesh™) as Mediator; that the Holy Ghost ouly, does quicken the
sinuer, apply the merit of Jesus, for his comfort. and assure him that
inthe Lord Redecmer only, he hath vichivousness : that persons
thus taught of the Lord, have a relish for the ordinances of the
Gospel, and to them the commands 6f Christ are not grievous, but
agrecable.  \n Apostle said, * examine vourselves.” Brethren,
you huve pruiessed the religion of Jesus; whiat are, vour feelings?
How much dre you benefited by that religion? Does it afford
you strength in weakness, joy and comfort amidst sorrow, and
agreeahle conlpany in the hours of your solitude? Examine your
ways; do your conversation and deportment go to convinee those
with whom you associate, that you are Christians indeed? The
religion of Jrsvs furnishes motives from which the Christian should
act.  Undissenibled love to Gow. the Holy Scriptures the rule by
which his actions should be regulated ; the glory of God should be
the abject of such actions, _ _
Tliere has been much said upon the subject of Christian union.
Did we enjoy more actize union with Jesus, it would infiuence our
conluct, tevipers and tongues, and consequently make us the worthy
ohjects and subjects of the union and aflection of all real Chris-
tians that are acquainted with us.  Thus maintaining the dignity
of the character of Christinns indeed, would be the best way to
contend for the faith once delivered to the saints, Those who do
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ot enjoy union witl, Christ, care but little for union with Chris-
tians.; they are zealous for scctarian union.  Bul those who enjoy
union with the Head, feel a relation to the members. "I'hose who
enjoy fellowship with Jesus, partake of his spirit, and feel sympa- .
thy for a poor ruined world ol fulluw-hr:inqs. Brethren, we invite

You to imitate the good Prophet of the Lord, whosaid, * fam 1N
ed” It was for the interest of others,  Ap Apostle said, * [ har
continual surrow and heaviness of heart.) 1t was for the interest of
others. Moses said, “ O that they were wise” Yen, the Lonp
JEsus wept, bled and died. |t was for the interest of others,

O that the Lord would pourinto our dull souls » spirit of pray-
er and devotion, T'hen Cliristian union would he felt; we should
be united ina proper concern for the interest of (iod's good cause,
and the voice and heavealy ery of Wisdom wauld then be echoe !
and re-echocd from our pulpits, saying, & o you, O men? Jealt?
John's feelings would be entered ito, which prompted him to say,
“Lam notworthy ;" and his practice adopted. when he, v i warng
soul, said, " « bekol! the Lamb of Gud, that takesh away the sin of the
world ! . :

We conclude this address by pressing on your minds Josepl's
advice to his brethren: * Sep thit ye fall not ow by the wuy."

. Christians are no! 1pt to fall out or dishuree about the matters of

Christ; their disagriement is commonly abdut matters of their
owi. - You are members of one family ; fatnily discord is unseem-
ly. You are a smiill band, few in nmher; your foes are man
and mighty, the world, the flesh and the devil ; they are united and
formidable; you have necd for Your united strength, closc order
and well timed marching under the hanner of JEsus, in order to
the defeating of the encmies of the cross of Christ.

“The grace of the Lord Jesns Christy, and the love of God the
Father, and the communion of the Holy Ghost, be with you all”...
Amen. '




