
NITNU'l'E~ .':': It.i~.' ... 
"I' THE 

'K".' , ::S1jiau12t~~~~ ~alt~ist ~~1illti:.;~lftt. 

T., Th'rly-fi", "m,,' m~ti", of t1" Sh"wu~ B'pri,t ~Jf 
convened with the church in De '~T' .' Wednesday, June 1, 18iO, at 
o'clock, A. M. 

The Association was en-lied to ord' y the :'IIod<:rator, Rev. G. 
Prayer was offered by Rev. H. ordoll, of the Methodist 
The Introductory sermon was then prctI''"l<'d by Rev. B. J. 

Owosso, from Isn-in-h 41l-" He shall not. fail nor be discouraged" .. 
A collection for the.eml f,,'~" WE (,,1('11 lip, n-mounting to $9.36. 
A Committee n-ppointed to i'.Hlli'l'·~, l'lnll<ment officers, reported as 

follows: 
Moderator-Rev. H. A. i{Ui't'. 

Olerk-Rev. B. J. Boynton. 
n-easurer-Den-. J. O. Palmer. 
All of wh'ch were elected. 
The Modemtor announced as committee Oil Religious Services, as follows. 

Rev, D. L. Bulis, A. H. Parsons and T. Nelson. 
The letter from the church at De Witt, welcoming the Association, was 

read by the Clerk. 
The Committee on Religious Services reported, recommending that we 

meet at 1~ P. ~I., and listen to the reading of the letters, and Br. G. H. 
Hickox preach at 3 o'clock, followed by BI'. Tolman, in behall of Foreign 
NIissions. Adopted. Adjourned. 

. AFTERNOON SESSION. 

After singing, the Chair announced: 
Committee on Circular Letter-Bros. G. W. Jenks, A. H. Parsons, T. 

W. Merrill. 
Committee on Digest of Letters-Bros. Boynton, BuIis, Parmenter. 
The Rules of Order were read by the Chairman. 
Visiting brethren were invited to a seat with the Association; accepted 

by Br. Tolman, Sec. of Foreign Missions; Rev. B. II. Shepard, from Flint 
River Association; H. D. Jordan, De Witt M. E. Church; Wm. McCar­
thy, Kalamazoo Rifer Association; J. Gundemer, Jackson Association;-
P. C. Dayfoot, Agt. fenton Seminary. ' 

After the reading of the letters from the churches, Br. Martin led in 
prayer; listened to a sermon by Br. Hickox; text-Rom. 4:3-" Abraham 
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bel icy cd God, and it was reckoncd to him for righteollsncss;" sung tltl' 
hymn" From Greenland's Icy :lI"llntains." 

An appeal from'~IJ(,r. Tolman for Foreign l\1issions, followed. Collection 
$18.70. .,., 

On IAn of . 'Ierk, voted to add to the BuIes of Order Article 13 : 
" The8~~es m~' "e amended, or a,ny additions made, at any session vf 
the Associatioll~by n two-thirds yote." 

The qO'mflittee on Religious Exercises Nported for the evening Sunday 
Schofu. '~eeting, 7;~ o'clock; five minnte ~peeches by Bros. Hickox, Jenks, i!' r1l!illlter, and others; Wec:flesday, at 8., prayer meeting; at 9, 

y ,.;''H. II, pr~aching by Rev. (~. ~. Call, fvllowcd by a collection for 
/,' e PlicatIOn SocIety and Home ~llsslons. 

EVEldl'G SESSION. 

':1.,'", !v:;~~;~e~!~~~:;~:tntl'd'l, 
""/' esses were made by the M_ator, Hickox, Call, Merrill, Nelsoll, 
,:, ' . thers . 
• , . I, THURSDAY ;\lolI!(Il(; SEI" ON. 

Prayer meeting, with remarks by vi~iting hI" en. 
Report of the Committee on Digest of Lette , 
The Committee on N ominati'ms reported as 101l0w8 : 
1. That the next annual meeting be at :\Japle River. 
2. That Rey. '1.'. Nelson preach the introductory sermon, and that He\". 

O. B. Call be his alternate. 
3. That Rev. B. J. Boynton write the circular letter. 
4. That Rey. L. Bulis, H. A. Rose, aIHI O. B. Call be our delegates to 

the Baptist State Convention. '. 
5. That a Committee of three be appointed to prepare a Sunday School 

Institute at such times and places as may be chosen. 
The Committee appointed to arrange for Sunday School Institute were 

Rev. Hickox, Nelson and Jenks. 
The Committee on Circular Letter reported, recommending the accept­

ance and publication of the same. (See letter.) 
Sung" There is a land of pure delight." 
Listened to the reading of the Circular Letter; adopted, and ordered to 

be published. 
The Committee on Resolutions reported the fi)llowing, which were adop-

W~ , 

1. RF.~OLVF.D, That there is a great dfmand for laborers in the ranks 
of the ministry of our denomination, and, while we recognize the prepara­
tion of the heart as from the Lord, we earnestly commend our College and 
Theological Seminary at Kalamazoo, and the Michigan Baptist Education 
Society to the cordial support of this Association. 

2. RESOLVED, That we recommend that a collection be taken as soon as 
practicable, in each Cllllrch for the Education Society, and once during the 
year in each Sabbath School for the "l'oRcH LIGHT." 

3. RJ:sOJ. V F.D, That the work of Foreign Mi,sions should receive our earn­
est prlLyers and regular contributions. 

4. RESOJ.VF.D, That, since the truth only can make us free indeed, we 
recommend a more earnest co-operation in each church with the Bible and 
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" 

publication Society in its efforts to publi,.h that truth in all the world. 
5. RF.~oLVF:D, That each church 01 the A,~o('iation ~Ilould support a 

Baptist Sunday Scilool,Jillfl each memher sholll]l attend ns teacher or 
sellOlnr and an eftilrt m~le with each memher to Rl'CUrtl &:.pledO'c of total 
abstine~ct' from a!1 tll:~t !ntoxicates: a!ld from tobacc(~~. ": ii:' 

6. RF.sOLVEJl, That It IS our conViction that no other'.ld can r~(ler the 
cause of Temperan~c a proper and sufflcknt support; and the church('~ 
must act, or sec the cause suffer repeated fnill)res. . 

7. RF.sOLVETl, That Tm: STANDARn is worthy of the support of the Hal' 
tists of the State. 

·WHF.n.:As, The .\merican Bible Lnion haH' given to thc Englii'h ,sp~ct~· 
ing race a faithful ver~i?n.ofthe New Testament, ~emoving nHlIl!\' o~. 
ties and errors now eXIstmg m the c(,mmon \'ers\On; and as tlH'y ~jU\'" 
print.ed it in ,everal forms, one of which is cheap and adapted to Sabbath 
schools; therefore, 

S. R.:SOJ.VED, That we recommend to all our churches, that they 'up­
ply themselve., and specially and without delay, e\'ery ~abbath School 
ulllier their control with this pricelrss .asnre, that the rising i!'eneratioll 
lIlay be tau!!ht the way of the Lord motf perfectly. 

D. REsoLn:r>, That to deny ourselves, as the c1isciple~ of. JeslIs, ev .. y 
u5eless and expensive luxury, that we may more fully support the cause oj 

Chri~t. is commendable. 
10. RF.~oLV ED, That no .ureh or member can neglect the work of chris­

tian beneficence abroad Wil'fJOl1t. criminal neglect of our covenant, to "giv(' 
as the Lord has prospered us, for the support of the Gospel over the world" 
and a like neglect of the command of Jesu;;, Go ye into fill the wOI'ld, 
etc. We therefore recommend in all the churcheH that collcctions bE' 
taken at least once a year, for our several denominational societies, and an 
effort be made to secure a contribution from every individual. 

11. RESOLVED, That we find no support. in the word of God for IllIxnl 
communion in the Gospel church or in its ministry. 

Resolution 11 was ordered printed, and laid on tilt' table until next 
meeting, 
, Resolutions of thanks were passed to the families Gf De \Vitt for hospi-

ta�ity, amI to the choir for excellent music. 
Recess of five minutes. 
After reading the Scriptures, prayer by Hr. Nelson. 
Sung" I'm not ashamed to own my Lord." 
Sermon by Rev. O. B. Call, text-Matthew 9:3i-~-" The Harvest tru­

ly is plenteous, but the laborers are few.". 
Collection taken for the Home Mission and Publication Society, jointly, 

amounting to $18. 
BI'. Dayfoot presented the interests of the Fenton Seminary. 
Bros. Nelson and Church were appointed to visit the church at Newark 

and Newburg; Bros. Jenks and Parmenter to visit the Leroy church. 
A Committee on Home and Foreign Missions and systematic beneficencp 

WM also appointed. 
Listened to parting words from Father Martin and the Moderator. 
Adjourned. ' 



DIGEST OF LETTERS. 

Adiknl._I
O

.;. Ge in some revival at an ou~~~tation; backsliders have 
been ~laime . d the church is temporally blessed. 

HINGHAM.-Feel that they hav€ come short of duty, but sustain a Sun-­
day School, ~.nd have had preaching part of the time. 

BENGAt AND RILEv.-Havc hadjoys and sorrows; are trusting in God 
and hoping for bettcr days; have enjoyed the preaching of the Word one 

•
fthetime. . 
RO'I.-·Ilave been re-orgailized from Hurns and Cohoctah, and have it c ged their name accordingly. Have had no special revival, but cove-

'. nant meetings are well attended, and have enjoyed the presence of the 
Holy Spirit. 

BA TH.-Have had some revivals; a few conversions; are building a 
house of worship, and ask the plltyers of brethren for their success. 
UORUN~A.-Are rejoicing in ~d's mercy. Have had preaching the past 

year, and though without a pm;.,r at present, are in a prosperous condi-

JlOB~WITT._With pleasure welcome the brethren to their hearts and 
homes, and ask the earnest prayers of the body, for the church and the 
village. .J" 

EMERsoN.-Have not been prospered, hltVl'ng no pastor since Septem­
her, but expect to enjoy the labors of Rr. W. S. Everest for the coming 
year. 

hHAcA.-Letter failed to come into the Clerk's hands. 
LANSING.-Though sometimes feeling the cross heavy, have, with the 

help of God, continued; have frequently heard from and sympathized with 
the joys and sorrows of their brethren of other churches. II ive the hand 
of fellowship amI love to all the brethren. 

LAINGsBuRG.-Are united, and hope yet to exert an influence for good. 
Attentive congregations one hal{ the time. 

MAPLE RIVEI\.· -Grateful for temporal and spiI;itual blessings; shared in 
revival favors; completed an!] dedicated an excellent house of worship. 

OKEMos.-Felt the pleasant influence of the Spirit. Are united in love. 
Completed, dedicated and paid for a new house of worship. 

OVID.-After wading through deep waters of affliction, have been made 
to r~joice in a glorious revival, which has prevailed among all classes.­
Baptisms frequent. Prayer meetings deeply interesting. 

Owosso -Praise God for his gracious dealings. Enjoyed a precious 
revival. Feel encouraged, aml find it good to labor where the spirit of the 
Lord presides. 

PEHHv.-Hope in darkness. The Lord claiming an exhibition of attach­
ment to the truth by testing their love, faithfulness and stability. 

ST. JOHNs.-Salvation of the Lord has been bestowed upon us. Souls 
saved by passing through trial united. Prospects brightening. 

ST. LOPIs.-The Lord has manifested his presence. Precious seasons in 
prayer meetings; covenant meetings good. Greatly blessed in their pas­
tor. Have purchased a good site for a. meeting house. 

VERNoN.-Have re-ealled their former pastor. Labor blessed, souls sav­
ed, Zion encouraged, hope enlarged. The Gospel truth taking hold of the 
community, and leading away from old traditions. 

WILI.IAMSTOwN.-'l'he Head of the church has granted many tokens of 
love and favor, through His providence and grace. Live in peace, though 
too httle consecrated in property, both in Home and Missionary enter­
prises. 



CIRCULAR LE'I'TER 

or 'fHi" 

To THE ~HURCHES IT ~OMPRISES. 

DEAl! BaETHllt:N AND SISTER' :-'l'he ~l\l.Jject of ()Ul'lLllIllHtlll'ttel' to YOli 

the pr('sl'nt yeal' i~ " I~ontinunll" }ll'etill!l'S," -a ~el'ie~ of meet ill!!, of f!r;'at­
~r or of less continuance. 

We shall not m:tl,e even an eflurt to exhaust, the 8uhjeet, nor, fully, to 
,discllss any pal·t of it; bllt 0111' desire is" to present a lew WOl·,b as poillt. 
'{)f thought, and would hope, persuasive to action. 

The points presented will appear ill the following order: 
Ist.-Are continuous mel'tiugs desirable? 
We answer, they certainly are. .\nd we shall assume to belipve that no 

christia.n doubts the desirableness of such meeting.;. The suggestion' they 
are so, if successful,' would be a vel'y natural one; but the qill'stion of 
duty, and not of success,-a..~ men count success-is the turning one. 'Ve 
~hould not tempt God by refusing to work for Him unless He counts out. 
the reward before we begin. Abraham went out at God's command, not 
knowing where, and was infinitely blessed. But it cannot be seriously 
questioned that it is desirable both to do the work of a series of meetings, 
and to gather the fruit of it, and we are a.1I assnred bpfore-hand, that 0111' 

.. labor is not in vain, in the Lord." 
2d-Are sueh meetings practicable 'I 
From the history of the past, we would be quitl' free to answer, they 

are, !nllyso. The Jews sacrificed daily, morning and evening. III the Tem­
pie; the Apostles met daily, and so did the early christians, for the wor­
ship of God; and our own best mectings are those whieh occur daily. It 
is perfectly practicable to hold daily meeting~, at lea;;t a portion of tIl!> 
time. 

:ld.--Howoften shall such meetings be h"ld ? 
We think they should be held, in each church, once a year; and thii', 

we thin\<, should be the permanent understanding, and the regular yearly 
practice of every Gospel church. However, we wish to say that we should 
fe.el at liberty to defer or omit the~e yearly meetings. Every farmer has 
hIS yearly harvest: he works for it before-hand, and at the season he is 
pleased to engage in the work of harvesting. And it is just as rational to 
believe there are some in the society of each church, or in the community, 
~ho. should be converted to God, and baptized each year. A yearly m.eet­
mg I.S open to no objection which would not lie with greater force agamst 
holJmg meetings only once in four or five years. Still, let any church he 
free to observe the yearly meeting, or not observe it. 

4th.-At what season should the series of meetings be held? 
~e are inclined to reply, that, in most cases, either in the Fall, or the 

~l?te~, or the Spring. But th" time must be cho~en through prayer, the 
mdlcahons of Providence, and by the circumstances of the people. 
~he yearly meeting should not pass unobserved; usually, the" more COII­

Venlent season" would be found within the time referred to. 
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;'rh.-- WIll'I'(, ,ball tb""" meetings 1)(, held '? 
l-.<Iwlly in the plact· w.here the .. hUl'ch hohls its regular meetings.­

There'll'" loclllit'cs, no .jouht, where it would hL' b("t to hold the yearly 
meL'tillg at some ont-~tation; bllt ill most ill~t:llleL'S, thciie meetings "hould 
be Ilt'id at the hpad-qllurtcrs of the clmrch. It is alwayn de,irable to make 
that point a (,pntl'l' of infiucnce, of strcnp;th, awl of work. 

/;th.--llow long- Hhall thef'e meetings he continued? 
A (lennite "ml final answer to that question can only come from the state 

of thing~, amI the sllcce~~ of til(' work at the time; and yet, we would pre­
sume to say, that, ill 0111' judp:mellt, not Ie..<s than two week,;; more safely 
we woul.1 ii:ty thrc(' weeks, and thi~, wha ten'r might 11(' the apparent re-
lilA . 

"Nfl.--'I'he manner of conducting snch meeting>'. 
This must depend on the nat.nre of tLc work to be dOlle, in any place, 

or at any time. Somet;mes nearly all the wO\·k will be done in the meet­
ings; at other times, much mnst be done Ollt of doors, or from hOllse to 
hous(' 

! . Any church not h,tving a minist,,!', might be ohliged to go on \Ifi~hout 
<me at all. In snch a case, prayeI1 and exhortation, and snch tenchmg a~ 

;' brethren and sistel'S might be prepared to give, would include all the re­
~, ~Ollrces of the church, and very likely would be all that would be indispen-

,;able to a good work. . 
If a pastor needs aid ill a series of mt'eting~ the help of a neighboring 

pastor. of sOllnd reputation, and good ability, "ould be the best. that. could 
be employed. . 

In some places, and at I<Ollle particular tilJle~, the service of a profesRed 
and accredited Evangelist would be the more effective. 

CO)o!Cl.UDING ({~:~L\RK". 

Ist.-Iu all continuolls meetings, out-door work must be done by the 
membership; and the eHect on tlie people, ami the results of the meetings 
would be milch better if nearly all the membership could be induced to en­
gage in this part of the work, g"ing from house to hOllse, two togetller, as 
Christ sent out the seventy disciples. 

2d.--The effort, in these meetings should be faithful, patient, and fear­
less of men, or of their opinion~ 61' remarks. The effort ~hould be free 
from display, and always persistent and tirele~8, fully up to the close of 
the meeting. 

3<1.-Such yearly meetings should always be preceded by an organized 
and eon~tant work of preparation, running through all the year previous, 
in the Sunday Schools, in the prayer meetings, by private conversation, 
or occaHional and judicious distribution of tracts; in all things, however, 
working silently, not noising abroad what you are doing. but doing and 
praying as if it were in secret, being assured that God will reward you 
openly, i. e., that He will show the people what you have been doing fiJI' 

them, or among them, all the while they were sleeping. 
But let the church be thoroughly familiar with this steady work of 

preparation among themselves. 
Let us thus" trust in tue Lord and do good," knowing that we have 

His promise, that we shall dwell in the land, and verily we shall be fed. 



NAMES OF MINISTER~ 

Residing ot· Labo1'ing within the Bounds oj the Associ'lf'ion, with 
Postofftce A ddl·ess. 

NA~JE~. 

B. J. BOYNTON, 

P. U. BAS8F.TT, 

L. UHURCH, 

D. A. DAVIS, 

W. S. EVEIIEST, 

L. B. FIHH, 

G. FOREMAN,* 

IK. H. HICKOX, 

n. "r. JENK~, 
A. B. KINNEY. 

'1'. LOWDEN, 

T. W. MER lilLI., 

J. ~JCLEOD, 
J. MARTIN, 

O. B. CALL, 

A. McLEAN, 

T. NELSON, 

A. H. PARSONS, 

A. M. PARMF.NTF.II. 
H. A. ROSE, . 

D. L. BULlS, 

GEO. M. REYNOI.Il~. 
W. WHITE, 

*l,icensed. 

ADJ)R~;S~. 

OWO';SO. 

Ovid. 
Alma. 
DeWitt. 
Bloomer. 
Lansing. 
lJeWit!. 
Lansin:,!. 
Howell. 
William"ton. 
Glass River. 
Lansing. 
Lain~burl!. 
Ovid. 
Vernon. 
St. John~. 
Ithaca. 
Lansing. 
Williamston. 
St. Johns. 
DeWitt. 
Corunna. 
Linden. 



RULES OJ.' TH}i~ ASSOCIA'rION. 

I. In the ah~enee of any of the officers of the A88ociation, others Khall 
he chosen to fill their places, pro tempm·e. 

II. The Moderator and Clerk shall be chosen by nomination or by bal­
lot, as the Association may direct. 

IlL Brethren invit.ed to a st'at in the Assoeiation mar dl'bate on all 
q uestionF, but vote 011 none. 

LV. No person ~hall spea.k more than once on any subjed, unl('sK by 
"pecial permission from the Moderator. 

V. Every proposition submitted to the Association for discu.sion mu~t 
he put in the form of a motion, and not debated until seconded. 

Vl. No motion shall be discussed if such discussion be opposed by a 
majority of the members present. A mot.ion t.o suspend business shall 
always be in order. 

VII. The Moderat.or shall appoint all committees, unless the Associa­
tion otherwise direct. 

VIII. Th(' minutes of the meeting shall bl' read and cOI'I'ected before 
the rising ofthe Association. 

rx. At every sitting, business shall be "pened and concluded with pray­
er, under the direction of t.he Moderator. 

X. The order of business at eaeh annual meeting of t.he AF80eiat.ioll 
~hall be as follows: . 

hT-The introductory service and organization. 
2D-The Rules of Order read. 
:ID-A committee on ReliJrious Serviee' appointed. 
4TH-Letters from the Churehe~ read. 
;lTH--Applications for Admission into the Association reeeived. 
6TH-Thc appoint.ment of the following cOllllllittees : 

I . .\ committee of three on the Circular Letter. 
2. A committee of three on Digest of Letters. 
:t A committee on Resolutions. 
4. A committee of three on Nominations, whieh cOlllmittee shall 

designate the place of the next Annual Meeting, the preacher of 
the Introductory Sermon, the writer of the Circular Lcttel', and 
the delegates to the Baptist State Convention. 

7TH-CommunicatiollS from Corresponding Bo(He~ received. 
8TH-Report!; of Committees called for. 
9TH-Miscellaneous Business 
10TH-Reading the minutes of the Asoociatioll. 
11TH-All Churehes neglecting to represent themselves to this body 

for two years in succession, shall be visited by a committee chosen for 
that purpose, who shall report at the next annual meeting. 

12TH-Any article of this order may be suspended for consideration of 
other businells, by a vote 'lf the ASRociation. 

13TH-Thcse Rules may be amended, or additions made thercto, at any 
regular meeting, by a two thirds vote of the Association. 

STA.ND/XU RBSOI,UTION.~. 

li.uolTJetl. 1.',hat the l'relu:lurer be inJJtrl1cted to PHY ('-,e,' all money~ that JU'e. Qr mil.) Cl)m~ irltn 
h:tII banda, to the several agents to wholD said mOtH'Y b€'longs. !ln~1 take 8 I'o("eipt t.ht"rpfor. 

Ruol'Ded, Thu.t auy member of this AB80Ciatiou, whose 118mt! is in the minnt{'s. 1.It'Sflnt Ilt the 
imeetin&' of any AS8ociation with which ..... e corresprmd \ .hall b~ a delt'gate tn thnt lJoljy. 

Ruol'Ded, That the Correlponding Se~retaTY bt iDiltruded 1.~ forward til(' milJ1lt.·S to Piu"'h Auo­
ciation And corresponding bod, in tile [ltate. 
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