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MINUTES m o

OF THE

L & .
Shiatuassee Baptist waﬁntigﬁﬁn.

Tue Thirty-first annual meeting of the Shiawassee Baptist Associat
convened with the church in De Wigt, Wednesday, June 1, 1870, at 1014,
wclock, A. M. .y

The Association wascalled to ordef@y the Modcrator, Rev. G. H. i

Prayer was offered by Rev. H. ordon, of the Methodist chU¥is

The Introductory sermon was then prea:-'ied by Rev. B. J. Boyigi
Owosso, from Isaiah 4*“ He shall not. fuil nor be discouraged

A collection for the4gicral fim? we- token up, amounting to $9.36. :
A Committee appointed to uominel- jermanent officers, reported as¥ g
follows :

Moderator—Rev. H. A. Rose.
Clerk—Rev. B. J. Boynton.
Treasurer—Dea. J. O. Palmer.

All of which were elected.

The Moderator announced as committee on Religious Services, as follows :
Rev. D. L. Bulis, A. H. Parsons and T. Nelson. ;

The letter from the church at De Witt, welcoming the Association, was %%,
read by the Clerk. ’ o

The Committee on Religious Services reported, recommending that we
-meet at 135 P. M., and listen to the reading of the letters, and Br. G. H.
Hickox preach at 3 o’clock, followed by Br. Tolman, in behalf of Foreign
Missions. Adopted. Adjourned.

AFTERNOON SESSION.

After singing, the Chair announced :

Committee on Circular Letter—Bros. G. W. Jenks, A. H. Parsons, T.
W. Merrill.

Committee on Digest of Letters—Bros. Boynton, Bulis, Parmenter.

The Rules of Order were read by the Chairman. '

Visiting brethren were invited to a seat with the Association; accepted
by Br. Tolman, Sec. of Foreign Missions; Rev. B. H. Shepard, from Flint
River Association; H. D. Jordan, De Witt M. E. Church; Wm. McCar-
thy, Kalamazoo River Association; J. Gundemer, Jackson Association ;—
P. C. Dayfoot, Agt. Fenton Seminary.

After the reading of the letters from the churches, Br. Martin led in
prayer; listened to a sermon by Br. Hickox, text—Rom. 4:3—¢ Abraham
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2 SHIAWASSEE BAPTIST ASSOCIATION.

believed God, and it was reckoned to him for rightcousness;” sung the
hymn % From Greenland’s Icy Mountains.”

An appeal from Br. Tolman for Foreign Missions, followed. Colleetion
$18.70. K

On 1\%11 ofl Jlerk, voted to add to the Rules of Order Article 13:
“ These rules maj be amended, or any additions made, at any session of
the Associatjon,,by a two-thirds vote.”

The Comm#ittee on Religious Exercises reported for the evening Sunday

Schodl 'f%eeting, 714 o'clock; five minute speeches by Bros. Hickox, Jenks,
c rmgnter, and others; Wedpesday, at 8}, prayer meeting; at 9,
X % 11, preaching by Rev. 0. B. Call, followed by a collection for

"Mhe Pblication Society and Home Missions.
EvENING SEssIoN.

f7 4 Evening service as appointed.

_ Prayer by Br. Shepard.

Wesses were made by the M

T Taurspay MorNING SesgoN.
Prayer meeting, with remarks by visiting brgiilren.

Report of the Committee on Digest of Letters
The Committee on Nominations reported as follows :

1. That the next annual meeting be at Maple River.

2. That Rev. T. Nelson preach the introductory sermon, and that Rev.
0. B. Call be his alternate.

3. That Rev. B. J. Boynton write the circular letter.

4. That Rev. L. Bulis, H. A. Rose, and 0. B. Call be our delegates to
the Baptist State Convention. i ’

5. That a Committee of three be appointed to prepare a Sunday School
Institute at such times and places as may be chosen.

The Committee appointed to arrange for Sunday School Institute were
Rev. Hickox, Nelson and Jenks.

The Committee on Circular Letter reported, recommending the accept-
ance and publication of the same. (See letter.)

Sung “ There is a land of pure delight.”

Listened to the reading of the Circular Letter ; adopted, and ordered to
be published.

The Committee on Resolutions reported the fullowing, which were adop-
ted:

1. RrsoLvEp, That there is a great demand for laborers in the ranks
of the ministry of our denomination, and, while we recognize the prepara-
tion of the heart as from the Lord, we earnestly commend our College and
Theological Seminary at Kalamazoo, and the Michigan Baptist Education
Society to the cordial support of this Association.

2. ResoLveD, That we recommend that a collection be taken as soon as
practicable, in eéach Church for the Education Society, and once during the
year in each Sabbath School for the “Torcu LicuT.”

3. RxsoLvep, That the work of Foreign Missions should receive our earn-
est prayers and regular contributions.

4. ResoLvEp, That, since the truth only can make us free indeed, we
recommend a more earnest co-operation in each church with the Bible and

‘ator, Hickox, C'all, Merrill, Nelson,
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Publication Society in its efforts to publish that truthin all the world.

5. ResoLvep, That each church of the Association sheuld support a
Baptist Sunday Sghool, nd pach member should attend as teacher or
scholar, and an effort mafle with each member to secure a:pledge of total
abstinence from all that intoxicates, and from tobacco.pia. il

6. ResorLven, That it is our conviction that no othét aid can rénder the
cause of Temperance a proper and sufficient. support; and the churches
must act, or see the cause suffer repeated failures. .

7. RrsoLven, That Tue STaNDaRD is worthy of the support of the Bayp-
tists of the State. .

Waergas, The American Bible Union have given to the English qza k-

ing race a faithful version of the New Testament, removing many o -
ties and errors now existing in the common version; and as they have
printed it in several forms, one of which is cheap and adapted to Sabbath
schools ; therefore,

8. ResoLvep, That we recommend to all our churches, that they sup-
ply themselves, and specially and without delay, every Sabbath School
under their control with this priceless tgeasure, that the rising generation
may be taught the way of the Lord mos perfectly.

9. ResoLven, That to deny ourselves, as the disciples of Jesus, every
useless and expensive luxury, that we may more fully support the cause of
Christ. is commendable.

10. Rrsornvep, That no dhurchor member can neglect the work of chris-
tian beneficence abroad without criminal neglect of our covenant, to “give
as the Lord has prospered us, for the support of the Gospel over the world”
and a like neglect of the command of Jesus, Go ye into all the world,
etc. We therefore recommend in all the churches that collections be
taken at least once a year, for our several denominational societies, and an
effort be made to secure a contribution from every individual.

11. ResorLvep, That we find no support in the word of God for mixcd
communion in the Gospel church or in its ministry.

Resolution 11 was ordered printed, and laid on the table until next
meeting.

_ Resolutions of thanks were passed to the families of De Witt for hospi-
tality, and to the choir for excellent music.

Recess of five minutes.

After reading the Scriptures, prayer by Br. Nelson.

Sung “ ’m not ashamed to own my Lord.”

Sermon by Rev. 0. B. Cali, text—Matthew 9:37-8—¢ The Harvest tru-
ly is plenteous, but the laborers are few.”,

Collection taken for the Home Mission and Publication Society, jointly,
amounting to $18.

Br. Dayfoot presented the interests of the Fenton Seminary.

Bros, Nelson and Church were appointed to visit the church at Newark
and Newburg; Bros. Jenks and Parmenter to visit the Leroy church.

A Committee on Home and Foreign Missions and systematic beneficence
Was also appointed.

Listened to parting words from Father Martin and the Moderator.
Adjourned. .



DiGEST OF LETTERS.

" _— -

Angisiv.—Fgliliice in some revival at an out station; backsliders have
been rétlaime d the church is temporally blessed.

Bineram.—Feel that they have come short of duty, but sustain a Sun—
day School, and have had preaching part of the time.

Beneat anp RiLev.—Have had joys and sorrows; are trusting in God
and Hoping for better days ; have enjoyed the preaching of the Word one

of the time.

rof.—lHave been re-organized from Burns and Cohoctah, and have
clifhged their name accordingly. Have had no special revival, but cove-
nant meetings are well attended, and have enjoyed the presence of the
Holy Spirit.

Batn.—Have had some re\grals ; a few conversions; are building a
house of worship, and ask the pfayers of brethren for their success.

CoruNNA.—Are rejoicing in @d’s mercy. Have had preaching the past
year, and though without a pasypr at present, are in a prosperous condi-

4o gion.

- DeWIrt.—With pleasure welcome the brethren to their hearts and
homes, and ask the earnest prayers of the body, for the church and the
village. g

Emerson.—Have not been prospered, ha¥ing no pastor since Septem-
ber, but expect to enjoy the labors of Br. W. S, Everest for the coming
year.

ITHAcA.—Letter failed to come into the Clerk’s hands.

Lansine.—Though sometimes feeling the cross heavy, have, with the
help of God, continued ; have frequently heard from and sympathized with
the joys and sorrows of their brethren of other churches. Give the hand
of fellowship and love to all the brethren.

LaiNgsBURG.—Are united, and hope yet to exert an influence for good.
Attentive congregations one half the time.

MarLE RivER.-~Grateful for temporal and spiritual blessings ; shared in
revival favors ; completed and dedicated an excellent house of worship.

Oxemos.—Felt the pleasant influence of the Spirit. Are united in love.
Completed, dedicated and paid for a new house of worship.

Ovip.—After wading through deep waters of affliction, have been made
to rejoice in a glorious revival, which has prevailed among all classes.—
Baptisms frequent. Prayer meetings deeply interesting.

Owosso.—Praise God for his gracious dealings. Enjoyed a precious
revival. Feel encouraged, and find it good to labor where the spirit of the
Lord presides.

Perry.—Hope in darkness. The Lord claiming an exhibition of attach-
ment to the truth by testing their love, faithfulness and stability.

St. Jons.—Salvation of the Lord has been bestowed upon us. Souls
saved by passing through trial united. Prospects brightening.

S1. Lovis.—The Lord has manifested his presence. Precious seasons in
prayer meetings ; covenant meetings good. Greatly blessed in their pas-
tor. Have purchased a good site for a meeting house.

VernoN.—Have re-called their former pastor. Labor blessed, souls sav-
ed, Zion encouraged, hope enlarged. The Gospel truth taking hold of the
community, and leading away from old traditions.

WiLriamstown.—The Head of the church has granted many tokens of
love and favor, through His providence and grace. Live in peace, though
too httle consecrated in property, both in Home and Missionary enter-
prises.

g



CIRCULAR LETTER

QF THE

Shiatuassee Baptist Rssoriation,
To THE HURCHES IT COMPRISES,

Dear BRETHREN AND SIsTERs :—'The subject of our annual letter to vou
the present year is ¢ Continuous Meetings,” —a series of meetings of great-
er or of less continuance.

We shall not make even an effort to exhaust the subject, nor, fully, to
«iscuss any part of it ; but our desire is, to present a few words as points
«of thought, and would hope, persuasive to action.

The points presented will appear in the following order:

Ist.—Are continuous meetings desirable ?

We answer, they certainly are. And we shall assume to believe that no
christian doubts the desirableness of such meetings. The suggestion ¢ they
are 8o, if successful,’ would be a very natural one; but the question of
duty, and not of success,—as men count success—is the turning one. We
should not tempt God by refusing to work for Him unless He counts out
the reward before we begin. Abraham went out at God’s command, not
knowing where, and was infinitely blessed. But it cannot be seriously
questioned that it is desirable both to do the work of a series of meetings,
and to gather the fruit of it, and we are all assured before-hand, that our
*“labor is not in vain, in the Lord.” '

2d—Are such meetings practicable ?

From the history of the past, we would be quite free to answer, they
are, fully so. The Jews sacrificed daily, morning and evening, 1 the Tem-
ple; the Apostles met daily, and so did the early christians, for the wor-
ship of God ; and our own best meetings are those which occur daily. Tt
is perfectly practicable to hold daily imectings, at least a portion of the
time.

3d.——How often shall such meetings be held ?

We think they should be held, in each church, once a year; and this,
we think, should be the permanent understanding, and the regular yearly
practice of every Gospel church. However, we wish to say that we should
feel at liberty to defer or omit these yearly meetings. Every farmer has
his yearly harvest: he works for it before-hand, and at the season he is
ple:e\sed to engage in the work of harvesting. And it is just as rational to
believe there are some in the society of each church, or in the community,
?Vho should be converted to God, and baptized each year. A yearly meet-
Ing is open to no objection which would not lie with greater force against

olding meetings only once in four or five years. Still, let any church be
free to observe the yearly meeting, or not observe it.

4th.— At what season should the series of meetings be held ?

We are inclined to reply, that, in most cases, either in the Fall, or the
‘¥inter, or the Spring. ~But the time must be chosen through prayer, the
indicationg of Providence, and by the circumstances of the people.

he yearly meeting should not pass unobserved ; usually, the * more con-
Venient season ” would be found within the time referred to.
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5th.-= Where shall these meetings be held ?

Usually in the place where the church holds its regular meetings.—
There are Tocalities, no doubt, where it would he best to hold the yearly
meeting at some out-station ; but in most instances, these meetings should
be heid at the head-quarters of the church. Tt is always desirable to make
that point a centre of infiuence, of strength, and of work.

6th.—lHow long shall these meetings be continued ?

A definite and final answer to that question can only come from the state
of things, and the success of the work at the time ; and yet, we would pre-
sume to say, that, in our judgment, not less than two weeks; more safely
we would say three weeks, and this, whatever might be the apparent re-

s .
*1.——'[‘11(3 manner of conducting such meetings.

This must depend on the nature of ti:e work to be done, in any place,
oratany time. Somet:mes nearly all the work will be done in the meet-
ings ; at other times, much must be done out of doors, or from house to
house.

Any church not having a ministfr, might be obliged to go on without

[ one at all. In such a case, prayerfand exhortation, and such teaching as
brethren and sisters might be prepared to give, would include all the re-

sources of the church, and very likely would be all that would be indispen-
sable to a good work. )

If a pastor needs aid in a series of meetingsy,the help of a neighboring
pastor. of sound reputation, and good ability, would be the best that could
be employed. i

In some places, and at some particular times, the service of a professed
and accredited Evangelist would be the more effective,

CONCLUDING REMARKS,

Ist.—In all continuous meetings, out-door work must be done by the
membership ; and the efiect on the people, and the results of the meetings
would be much better if nearly all the membership could be induced to en-
gage in this part of the work, going from house to house, two together, as
Christ sent out the seventy disciples.

2d.—-The efforts in these meetings should be faithful, paticnt, and fear-
less of men, or of their opinions er remarks. The effort should be free
from display, and always persistent and tireless, fully up to the close of
the meeting.

3d.—Such yearly meetings should always be preceded by an organized
and constant work of preparation, running through all the year previous,
in the Sunday Schools, in the prayer meetings, by private conversation,
or occasional and judicious distribution of tracts; in all things, however,
working silently, not noising abroad what you are doing, but doing and
praying as if it were in secret, being assured that God will reward you
openly, i. e., that He will show the people what you have been doing for
them, or among them, all the while they were sleeping.

But let the church be thoroughly familiar with this steady work of
preparation among themselves.

Let us thus “ trust in tbe Lord and do good,” knowing that we have
His promise, that we shall dwell in the land, and verily we shall be fed.



NAMES or MINISTERS

Residing or Laboring within the Bounds of the Association, with
Postoffice Address.

NAMES. ADDRESS.

B. J. BovnTon, - - - - Owosso.

P. C. Basskrr, - - - - - Ovid.

L. CrurcH, - - - - - Alma.

D.A. Davis, - - - - - - DeWitt.
W.S. EvErgst, - - - - - Bloomer.

L. B. Fisu, - - - - - lLansing.

G. ForEMAN,* - - - - DeWitt.

G. H. Hickox, - - - - - Lansing.

G. W. JENKs, - - - - - Howell.

A. B. KiNNEY. - - - - - Williamston.
T. LowbEN, - - - - - Glass River.
T. W. MERRILL, - - - - Lansing.

J. McLEop, - - - - Laingsburg.
J. MarTIN, - - - - - Ovid,

0. B. Cary, - - - - - Vernon.

A. McLeaN, - - - - - - St. Johns.
T. NeLsox, - - - - - Ithaca.

A. H. Parsons, - - - - Lansing.

A. M. PARMENTER, - - - - Williamston.
H. A. Rose, - - - - - St. Johns.
D. L. BuwLis, - - - - - DeWitt.
Geo. M. ReynoLps, o - - - Corunna.
W. WHITE, - - - - - Linden.

*Licensed.



RULES or THE ASSOCIATION.

1. In the absence of any of the officers of the Association, others shall
be chosen to fill their places, pro tempore.

IT. The Moderator and Clerk shall be chosen by nomination or by bal-
lot, as the Association may direct.

ITL. Brethren invited to a seat in the Association may debate on all
questions, but vote on none.

IV. No person shall speak more than once on any subject, unless by
xpecial permission from the Moderator.

V. Every proposition submitted to the Association for discussion must
be put in the form of a motion, and not debated until seconded.

V1. No motion shall be discussed if such discussion be opposed by a
majority of the members present. A motion to suspend business shall
always be in order.

V1I. The Moderator shall appoint all committees, unless the Associa-
tion otherwise direct.

VIII. The minutes of the meeting shall be read and corrected before
the rising of the Association.

TX. At every sitting, business shall be opened and concluded with pray-
er, under the direction of the Moderator.

X. The order of business at each annual meeting of the Association
shall be as follows :

1s7—The introductory service and organization.

2p—The Rules of Order read.

3p—A committee on Religious Services appointed.

4ru—ILetters from the Churches read.

5tH—-Applications for Admission into the Association received.

6ru—The appointment of the following committees :

1. A committee of three on the Circular Letter.

2. A committee of three on Digest of Letters.

3. A committee on Resolutions.

4. A committee of three on Nominations, which committee shall
designate the place of the next Annual Meeting, the preacher of
the Introductory Sermon, the writer of the Circular Letter, and
the delegates to the Baptist State Convention.

7rH—Communications from Corresponding Bodies received.

8rH—Reports of Committees called for.

9tu—Miscellaneous Business

10TH—Reading the minutes of the Association.

11TH—All Churches neglecting to represent themselves to this body
for two years in succession, shall be visited by a committee chosen for
that purpose, who shall report at the next annual meeting.

12rH—Any article of this order may be suspended for consideration of
other business, by a vote of the Association.

13rH—These Rules may be amended, or additions made thereto, at any
regular meeting, by a two thirds vote of the Association.

STANDING RESOLUTIONNS.
Kesolved. That the Treasurer be instructed to pay cver all moneys that are. or may come into
his hands, to the several agents to whoim said money belongs, and take a receipt therefor.
Resolved, Thut any member of this Association, whose uame is in the minutes. r.resent st the
imeeting of any Association with which we correspund, shall be a delegate to that Lody.
Resolved, That the Corresponding Seeretary be instructed 10 forward the minntes to ench Agso-
ciation and corresponding body in tbe 8tate,
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