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Didn't waste his life
The Boyce College community remembers the life 

and celebrates the influence of Shelby Smith, a 

student who died in late December 2012. 

Follow in his steps
Josh Hayes talks with seminary professor Bruce A. 

Ware about his new book, The Man Christ Jesus.

Quiet! This is a library
The February History Highlight column gives read-

ers a glimps into a much older — and quieter — 

seminary library.

Gospel light in Newtown
In the aftermath of the Sandy Hook Elementary 

School shooting, pastor and Southern Seminary 

student Joey Newton preaches hope in the gospel.

19

21

A guide to spring 2013
The "Towers" team provides 24 opportunities 

to help the Southern Seminary community 

navigate a full new semester.

12

04

The Office of Communications of The Southern 

Baptist Theological Seminary publishes 10 issues  

of “Towers” per year. 

Our mission is  

to use our time, 

resources and 

talents to tell the 

Southern story in 

an accurate, timely 

and creative 

manner to the  

glory of God.

From the editor:

GPS navigation systems — 
they’re a little 2003, I know 
— gained popularity for 
good reason: among all the 
possible destinations around 
you, it’s easy either to get lost 
or miss something important 
—  an exit ramp, for example. 
Then these little machines 
came along and kept us on 
our routes and (hopefully) 
prevented our missing those 
sneaky exits.
 You can think of this first 
“Towers” of the new semester 
as your GPS, helping you navi-
gate all the activities and hap-
penings at Southern Seminary 
this spring. Inside you’ll find 
everything from cheeseburger 
recommendations to missions 
trip opportunities to lecture 
schedules. Later in this issue, 
we take a look at a student 
reaching out to the commu-
nity of Newtown, Conn.
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Newslog
 |     Report

Didn’t waste his life: former Boyce student showed love for God and love for others

| By Aaron Cline Hanbury and RuthAnne Irvin |

Shelby Tyler Smith posted the text “Don’t waste your life” 
across his Facebook page. And, according to his family and 
friends, he didn’t.

Smith, a mid-year junior at Southern Seminary’s Boyce 
College, died, Dec. 28, from injuries sustained when the 
20-year-old’s car collided with a tractor-trailer on Interstate 
71 near Dayton, Ohio. In the collision with Smith was his 
girlfriend and fellow Boyce student, Michaela Ray. Immedi-
ately, first-responders took her to the hospital; the hospital 
discharged her later the same day.

At the beginning of the Boyce spring semester, the col-
lege held a memorial service to honor and celebrate Smith’s 
life, Jan. 23. At the service, Ray, along with Smith’s room-
mate, Ethan Holsteen and friend, Brian Van Doren, shared 
memories about the way Smith lived joyfully even amid 
long hours of work and study. 

Ray’s father, Mark Ray, spoke about the way Smith pursued 
his daughter carefully, and encouraged the young men at 
the service to follow his example by loving Christ supremely 
and loving others after that.

According to Holsteen, Smith was often singing or dancing, 
making those around him feel welcome with his outgoing 
personality. Holsteen also said Smith shared the gospel 
of Jesus Christ with anyone who would listen. During the 
service, Holsteen read 14 resolutions that Smith made 
and recorded the previous year. Each resolution involved 
his desire to become a more Christ-like man, friend and 
student. The reading from Smith’s journal reiterated what 

Smith’s friends said about him: he didn’t want to waste his 
life. Smith’s 14th resolution reads,

"I resolve that with God's glory as my goal, and his word 
as my means, that I will never live a wasted life. Jesus, my 
life is yours. May all lesser aspirations cease."

Boyce College dean, Dan DeWitt, said of Smith: “I have 
never met a student with a harder work ethic or a more 
upbeat personality than Shelby. He will be greatly missed by 
our student body. I was reading the biography of a Christian 
leader a couple days before Shelby's funeral and I found the 
following statement that captures the way our students felt 
about Shelby Tyler Smith: 

‘He was a man with friends — this is well known. ... The 
kindness, sensitivity, zest for life, the fun, the deep sense 
of humor, the seriousness, the depths, the unexpected-
ness: they combined to make a man who was exhilarating 
to be with’.”

The day after the accident, Dec. 29, seminary president 
R. Albert Mohler Jr. said through his Twitter account that 
Smith was a “wonderful and gifted and faithful young 
Christian.” He said that Smith, “in life and death, glorified 
his savior.”

Smith leaves behind his mother and step-father, Annette 
and Keith King; and his father and step-mother, Kristen and 
Brad Smith, along with four siblings and step-siblings. 

Reporting from The Spencer Magnet contributed to  
this article. 

SACS, ATS accreditation teams on campus March 2013, SBTS launches enhancement plan
| By SBTS Communications |

In March 2013, Southern Seminary will host teams from the 
Commission on Colleges of the Southern Association of Colleges 
and Schools and from the Commission on Accrediting of The 
Association of Theological Schools in the United States and 
Canada. The groups will be on campus as part the seminary’s 
ten-year accreditation reaffirmation process.

“Accreditation is an important peer-review process for an 
institution of higher education,” said Joe Harrod, director 
of assessment at Southern Seminary. “because it provides 
constituencies (trustees, alumni, churches of the Southern 
Baptist Convention) the assurance that a school is following 
good and acceptable practices related to governance, plan-

ning, faculty, admissions and recruiting, fiscal management 
and in academic programs.”

A key area of the renewal process is a strategic plan to 
strengthen a specific area of student learning. Leadership 
at Southern Seminary — including representative faculty 
and administrators from each of the seminary’s schools — 
decided to strengthen student writing. So starting fall 2013, 
the seminary will initiate a quality enhancement plan (QEP) 
to improve theological writing among master’s-level students. 

“We recognized that that is a key feature of academic life, 
and also a key feature of pastoral life and ministry,” Harrod said. 
“Pastors, missionaries and those serving in other ministries — 

whether they go on to do a higher academic degree or not — will 
always be writing. The variety of contexts in which our students 
and, eventually, our alumni will be writing is such that we think 
focusing on that aspect of student learning is key.”

In order to equip students for these new standards, the 
seminary’s Writing Center plans to produce brief video lec-
tures that explain important aspects of the writing process. 
The QEP will also launch a campus-wide campaign to raise 
awareness for the initiative.

Those interested may submit comments related to the quality 
of the seminary or its academic programs in writing to the Office 
of the President, 2825 Lexington Road, Louisville, KY, 40280.

Michaela Ray at Smith's memorial



Report  |     

Alumni Academy winter term emphasizes sexual ethics, historical theology

| By Craig Sanders |

Southern Seminary’s Alumni Academy wrapped up its inau-
gural year of course offerings with a focus on sexual ethics, 
and kicked off the new year with historical theology.

Sexual ethics
The first course in the winter term, “Christian Ethics: Marriage 
and Sexuality,” featured a series of lectures from Russell D. 
Moore, senior vice president for academic administration and 
dean of the School of Theology at Southern, Dec. 11-12, 2012.

Moore opened the course with a sense of foreboding, 
explaining the rapid pace of developing technology and its 
intimate relation to sexual ethics in the context of marriage. 
Moore warned that, while Christians could not predict the 
effects of present technology on sexual relationships 15 
years ago, they must be prepared for a swifter current and 
an already-changing landscape.

In the final session, Moore focused on redeeming those men 

and women struggling with same-sex attraction and pornogra-
phy, which he described as a primary issue in sexual ethics and 
a pervasive danger in marital unions. He stressed the importance 
of both justice in ethics and Christian doctrine of justification.

“If you don’t have these, you do not have a Christian ethic 
of sexuality or anything else,” Moore concluded.

Historical theology
Gregg R. Allison, professor of Christian theology, taught 
“Historical Theology In and For the Church,” Jan. 3-4, 2013.

In the opening session, Allison defined historical theology 
as “wisdom from the past in terms of sound biblical interpre-
tation and sound theological formulation.”

Allison surveyed exegetical theology, biblical theology and 
systematic theology as the three major disciplines inform-
ing the church throughout history. He described practical 
theology as “the fruit of labors in these disciplines” and 

what the church preaches.
“Wisdom [from past tradition] helps us as we do theol-

ogy, engage in ministry, evangelize and engage in missional 
endeavors today,” he said.

A panel discussion wrapped up the two-day course, in 
which Allison moderated a group featuring fellow profes-
sors Tom Nettles, Owen Strachan and Chad Owen Brand. 
The discussion centered on the role of historical theology 
in the local church.

Alumni Academy courses are free for alumni, and they 
may bring spouses and church members for a minimal reg-
istration fee. Details about future course offers are available 
at www.sbts.edu/events. Alumni Academy’s next course 
will be offered April 4-5, 2013, as Peter J. Gentry and Ste-
phen J. Wellum teach through their recent work, Kingdom 
through Covenant: A Biblical-Theological Understanding 
of the Covenants.

Louisville, Kentucky is 
named the top travel 
destination for 2013

| By SBTS Communications |

Lonely Planet (LP) — the world’s largest travel guide, 
and one of the world’s most successful publishers — 
named Louisville, Ky., the number one destination 
for travelers in 2013. Every year, LP’s U.S. editors and 
“expert authors” compile a list of recommended des-
tinations in the states. And, according to a CNN inter-
view with LP’s U.S. travel editor Robert Reid, the group 
“tends to debate” entries for the list, but they all agreed  
on Louisville.

“Louisville has asserted itself as a lively, offbeat cultural 
mecca on the Ohio River,” Reid writes. “New Louisville, 
also known as the East Market District or NuLu, features 
converted warehouses used as … antiques shops and the 
city’s coolest restaurants.”

Other cities on the list include Twin Cities, Minn., 
Fairbanks, Alaska and San Juan Islands, Wash. More 
information about the top destinations, includ-
ing details about Louisville’s selection, is available  
at www.lonelyplanet.com 

Expeditions group 
explores the Holy Land

| By Craig Sanders |

Southern Seminary Expeditions celebrated the new year 
with a trip to the Holy Land, Dec. 28, 2012 – Jan. 11, 2013.

Thirty students, faculty and staff from Southern Semi-
nary traveled to Israel with the expeditions group on a 
trip that featured biblical and historical lectures from 
seminary professors Gregory A. Wills, Mark Coppenger, 
and Ray Van Neste, who is an assistant professor at Union 
University in Jackson, Tenn.

The trip began in Galilee and ended in Jerusalem, 
following Jesus’ footsteps as recorded in the Gospels.

Professors lectured at sites such as Caesarea Philippi, 
the Garden of Gethsemane and the temple steps, offering 
insights from the Bible, culture and history.

Southern Seminary Expeditions welcomes Southern and 
Boyce students, alumni and friends of Southern Seminary 
to register for upcoming trips. Details about these upcom-
ing expeditions are available at www.sbts.edu/events

Photo: Karak Castle 
(Karak, Jordan)
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Literature
  |    Reviews

Few thinkers in the history of 
the United States, if any, stand 

out more than Puritan pastor and 
theologian Jonathan Edwards.

Michael J. McClymond and Gerald 
R. McDermott, authors of a massive 
and heady new book, The Theology 
of Jonathan Edwards, write this 
summary: “Jonathan Edwards was 
an activist, preacher, contempla-
tive, missionary, philosopher, and 
theologian. He will be remembered 
for all these and more, but his most 
enduring legacy will be the theologi-
cal vision that in profundity and influ-
ence has led many to regard him as 
the greatest religious thinker in the 
history of the Americas.”

They use the metaphor of an 
orchestral symphony to illustrate 
their approach to interpreting 
Edwards’s voluminous works. After 
describing Edwards’s major theo-
logical emphases in terms of musical 
“constituents,” they write:

“To enjoy the symphony most 

fully, one must listen to all instru-
ments at once. One also needs to 
discern which instruments are carry-
ing the melody at any given point.”

In the same way, then, the 
authors suggest that various 
themes (constituents) in Edwards’s 
thought develop through his life, 
with crescendo and diminuendo, 
and resolve in a multi-faceted and 
full-orbed theology of God and life.

Edwards intended to write a 
“major work” that would summa-
rize his thought. Though he died 
before completing this project, the 
work he did put toward it reveals his 
plan to organize his thought around 
historical development — his tenta-
tive title was A History of the Work 
of Redemption — rather than sys-
tematic loci (topics). McClymond 
and McDermott attempt to employ 
Edwards’s prefered method.

The writers organize The Theol-
ogy of Edwards into three major 
parts: “Historical, cultural and social 

contexts”; “topics in Edwards’s the-
ology”; and “legacies and affinities: 
Edwards’s disciples and interpret-
ers.” Part two, concerned with top-
ics, consists of four sub-sections: (1) 
“Methods and strategies”; (2) “The 
triune God, angels and heaven”; 
(3) “Theological anthropology and 
divine grace”; and (4) “Church, eth-
ics, eschatology, and society.”

At the end of this more than 
700-word work, the authors offer 
their interpretation of Edwards. 
They conclude that the heart of his 
theology is God’s centrality, over 
against the popular Evangelical 
perception of sovereignty.

“Scholars have frequently com-
pared Edwards to Calvin and cat-
egorized Edwards as a Calvinist 
theologian first and foremost. Yet 
this category is too narrow. ... It 
may be apt to say that Edwards 
highlighted God’s centrality rather 
than God’s sovereignty. Sovereignty 
was simply one of several ways in 

which Edwards conceived of God’s 
centrality” (emphasis original).

God’s centrality, they contend, 
feeds every area of Edwards’s the-
ology, from the giving of grace to 
historical events to the human arts 
and sciences.

They write further: “Precisely 
because of his many-sidedness, 
we conclude that Edwards may 
be understood as a bridging figure 
within the fragmented world of 
twenty-first-century Christianity.”

The authors elaborate on this 
bridging concept in four carefully 
qualified categories: “A bridge 
between East and West,” “A bridge 
between Protestant and Catholic,” 
“A bridge between liberal and con-
servative” and “A bridge between 
Charismatic and Non-Charismatic.” 
The bridge metaphor applies this 
elegantly written book to broad reli-
gious discussions, and demonstrates 
even more the persistent relevance of 
America’s greatest theological figure.

The Man Christ Jesus: 
Theological Reflections on the 
Humanity of Christ  
(Crossway 2012, $15.99),  
Bruce A. Ware

Review by  
Josh Hayes

The Theology of Jonathan 
Edwards (Oxford University 
Press 2011, $65), Michael 
J. McClymond, Gerald R. 
McDermott

Review by  
Aaron Cline Hanbury

Did the baby Jesus know the 
quadratic formula? Many 

among conservative evangelical 
churches might respond to the 
question with a quick, emphatic 
“yes.” After all, Jesus is God, and 
God knows everything, math 
included. However, the answer 
to the question is more complex 
than this. To give the “yes” answer 
with only Jesus’ divinity in view 
does not take into consideration 
his humanity. The Scriptures tell us 
that Jesus grew in wisdom (Luke 
2:40, 52), that he learned obedi-
ence (Heb 5:8), so Christians must 
come to terms with everything the 
Bible teaches about Jesus, about 
both his deity and his humanity.

Thankfully, works like Southern 
Seminary theology professor Bruce 
A. Ware’s The Man Christ Jesus con-

fronts Christians with the reality and 
implications of Christ’s humanity. 
Until believers reflect on this truth, 
they will not appreciate the extent 
to which the eternal Son humbled 
himself in becoming a man. 

“Without comprehending the 
profundity of the purpose of the 
incarnation ... we will inevitably 
trivialize what it means to ‘do what 
Jesus would do’ or to ‘live like Jesus.’ 
How trite, until we see the heights 
from which he came and the depths 
to which he descended in coming 
as the suffering Servant who would 
bear our sin,” Ware writes.

“We will belittle the magnitude 
of what Jesus has done if we fail 
to see the kind of obedience he 
rendered and the extent to which 
he was willing to go in ensuring 
he fulfilled the will of the Father.”

In this 160-page treatise, Ware 
discusses the significance of God 
the Son taking on a human nature 
in addition to his eternal pre-exis-
tent divine nature as the second 
member of the Trinity. He dedi-
cates chapter-length treatments 
to matters related to the exercise 
and expression of Jesus’ divine 
attributes in light of the incarna-
tion, what it means for him to con-
duct his ministry and miracles by 
the power of the Holy Spirit, the 
significance of his resisting temp-
tation as a man and the necessity 
of his coming as the God-man in 
order to die in humanity’s place, 
among other discussions.

Christ’s humanity is not some 
complex abstract notion meant 
only for theologians to contem-
plate. Ware demonstrates this by 

including points of application to 
end each chapter along with a list 
of discussion questions aimed not 
only to stimulate careful think-
ing, but to help readers see how 
Jesus’ life as a man bears upon 
their lives.

“The most pressing application 
from this understanding of Jesus 
is that the life of obedience and 
faithfulness that Jesus lived can 
genuinely and rightly be set for-
ward as an example for how we, 
too, should live, precisely because 
the very resources Jesus used to 
live his obedient life are resources 
given also to all of us who trust 
and follow him,” he writes.

Ware’s The Man Christ Jesus 
is essential reading for anyone 
wanting to grow in obedience 
and Christlikeness.



news.sbts.edu February 2013 towers 7

Reviews   |   

Adoniram Judson: A 
Bicentennial Appreciation 
of the Pioneer American 
Missionary  
(B&H 2012, $24.99),  
Jason G. Duesing, ed. 
 Review by  
Craig Sanders

The Good Life  
(Moody 2012, $11),  
Trip Lee 
 Review by  
Craig Sanders

Paul and Union with Christ: 
An Exegetical and Theological 
Study (Zondervan 2012, $34.99),  
Constantine R. Campbell

Review by  
Craig Sanders

The Pauline theme of union with Christ has risen to 
prominence in the current world of New Testament 

scholarship,” writes Constantine R. Campbell in his latest 
work, Paul and Union with Christ. 

Campbell, senior lecturer in Greek and New Testament at 
Moore Theological College in Sydney, Australia, established 
a formidable presence in New Testament studies with Basics 
of Verbal Aspect in Biblical Greek and continues to do so 
with his significant study on Pauline theology.

Campbell sets the groundwork for his exegetical-theo-
logical approach by surveying the history of this theological 
theme through the contributions of Gustav Adolf Deiss-
mann, Rudolf Bultmann, Karl Barth and Michael Horton, 
among others. These academic studies set the tone of 
Campbell’s work to focus on Paul’s mysticism and the role 
of union with Christ in Pauline theology.

He describes the full spectrum of Paul’s thought on 
this issue as “union,” “participation,” “identification” and 
“incorporation,” while also arguing for the originality of 
Paul’s thought in both its use and emphasis.

“These four umbrella terms successfully capture the 
full range of prepositional phraseology, metaphorical 
conceptualisations, and theological interactions that Paul 
draws on to communicate what it means to be united to 
Christ,” he writes.

Campbell devotes the majority of his work to examine 
the four Greek prepositions Paul uses to describe the 
union with Christ theme — en, eis, sun and dia. For each 
preposition, Campbell exegetes every single occurrence 
in the Pauline corpus and categorizes these occurrences 
by certain subthemes. This exhaustive approach not only 
strengthens Campbell’s argument but also provides a 
powerful resource for those studying or teaching through 
the Pauline epistles.

Campbell’s work includes a theological study that accom-
panies the exegesis. In Part 3, Campbell assesses how Paul’s 
theme of union with Christ affects the doctrines concerning 
the work of Christ, the Trinity, Christian living and justifica-
tion. For each of these doctrines, Campbell examines how 
Paul’s prepositions and metaphors enrich their meaning 
for Christian believers. 

The life and mission of Adoniram Judson itself is truly 
a memorial stone that points to the mercies of God 

in Christ,” writes Jason G. Duesing in his tribute to the 
pioneer American missionary.

Two-hundred years after Judson and his wife, Ann, 
set sail for Burma, India, this collection of essays honors 
their legacy and influence on Baptist missions.

This book is also the second in the “Studies in Baptist 
Life and Thought” series, edited by Michael A.G. Haykin, 
professor of church history and biblical spirituality at 
Southern Seminary. Contributors to Adoniram Judson 
include Southern Seminary professors Haykin and Greg-
ory A. Wills and seminary presidents Paige Patterson 
(Southwestern) and Daniel L. Akin (Southeastern).

In the opening section, “Historical Foundation,” authors 
Haykin and Robert Caldwell, a professor at Southwestern 
Baptist Theological Seminary, examine the influence of 
William Carey and Jonathan Edwards on Judson’s life 
and ministry. 

Duesing details Judson’s conversion in the “Biographi-
cal Presentation,” showing Judson as an intellectual and 
skeptic consumed with pride who converted to Christ 
while studying at Andover Theological Seminary. Nathan 
A. Finn, a professor at Southeastern Baptist Theological 
Seminary, completed the overview of Judson’s life after 
his arrival in India, detailing his persistence in evangelism 
and his struggles in health and marriage. 

In “Missiological and Theological Evaluation,” contribu-
tors Keith E. Eitel, missions professor at Southwestern, and 
Wills discuss the influence of Judson’s missionary practices 
and his Baptist conversion. Eitel describes Judson’s stead-
fast commitment to the Bible, believer’s baptism, church 
planting and Bible translation. Wills recounts the delib-
eration of Judson and Ann in their conviction concerning 
believer’s baptism and conversion from Congregationalists  
to Baptists.

Akin’s contribution in the closing section, “Homiletical 
Interpretation,” uses Romans 8:28-39 as a lens to view 
Judson’s suffering on the mission field as a sign of God’s 
promise and power. Duesing concludes the work with 
a call for a new generation to further Judson’s legacy.

Trip Lee is a rising star in Christian music, and if you have 
yet to hear his unique blend of hip-hop and theology, 

now is the time to jump on board.
Lee packs plenty of truth in this brief 172-page book, 

titled after his fourth studio album, informing his readers 
of the truth about the good life offered by Jesus Christ and 
dispelling the lies of “the high life.”

This book is no small accomplishment for the 24-year old 
gospel rapper, who is also a student at Boyce College. Indeed, 
few college students can claim to have achieved such success 
in the music industry or to have written a modern treatise 
on the gospel of Jesus Christ.

“The truth is that the God of the Universe is the only one 
who can truly lead us to the good life,” Lee writes in the 
opening section of his book. After assessing many of the 
false claims to right living, Lee offers belief in God as the 
true way to the good life.

In the following section, Lee discusses “the keys to the 
good life,” in which he outlines the basic truths of the gospel 
message, the centrality of the Bible and the importance of 
Christian community.

He also explores the various outcomes of the good life in 
regard to godly living, stewardship of possessions, gospel-
centered ambitions and eternal joy. 

Lee concludes his book reflecting on how faith changes 
the Christian’s perception of suffering and the promises of 
God. The final chapter focuses on the death and resurrection 
of the believer, and the hope of heaven.

Each chapter ends with lyrical excerpts from his album, 
The Good Life (an essential companion to reading this book), 
and a majority of the references to secular worldview and 
Christian teaching come straight from the music industry. 

The fresh, engaging writing style and brevity make this 
book a perfect appetizer for young Christians to gain a solid 
footing before devouring the works of John Piper, and also 
helps to engage those outside the church who might be 
resistant to a standard evangelistic resource.

“ “
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Follow in his steps WARE TAlKS ABOUT The Man ChrisT Jesus 

  |    Reviews

In what follows, Bruce A. Ware, professor of 
Christian theology at Southern Seminary, dis-
cusses his new book, The Man Jesus Christ: 
Theological Reflections on the Humanity 
of Christ (Crossway 2012), with “Towers” 
contributor Josh Hayes. A brief review of 
the book appears on page 6.

JH: Why did you write the book, The Man 
Jesus Christ?
BW: Often, when we Bible-believing evan-
gelical Christians think of the person Jesus 
Christ, our minds tend to focus on his deity. 
Of course, this is not wrong, but it also isn’t 
all that is true of Jesus. Perhaps our battles 
over the centuries with those who deny the 
deity of Christ has given us this mindset that 
when we think “Jesus,” we think “God.” One 
of the burdens of this book is to show that 
while Jesus was fully God, he also lived his 
life fully as a man. He was, as Paul says, 
“the man Christ Jesus” (1 Tim 2:5), and this 
makes a difference in how we understand 
his obedience to the Father, his resisting of 
temptation and many other aspects of his 
life among us.

 
JH: Why do you think evangelicals tend to 
undervalue or downplay Christ’s humanity?
BW: Perhaps this downplaying of his human-
ity is not conscious or deliberate, but more 
from neglect. We stress (rightly) his deity, 
but we haven’t been led to think as clearly 
about his humanity. When we do so, much 
changes in how we think of the day-to-day 
life that Jesus lived.

 
JH: How does a biblical understanding of 
Christ’s humanity shape our understanding 
of the Christian life and what it means to 
be human?
BW: I grew up in a committed Christian 
home, and I recall as a young boy (perhaps 
12 years old), reading 1 Peter 2:21ff, where 
we are commanded to “follow in his steps” 
and thinking, “How can this be fair?” After 
all, I had learned that Jesus was God, and 
it seemed to me that since I certainly was 
not God, I could not rightly be called to live 
like Jesus lived. This changes when we see 
that Jesus lived his life as one of us — as a 
full and complete human — and carried out 

his obedience with the same resources now 
given to us. Jesus knew and relied on the 
Word of God, prayer and, very importantly, 
the Holy Spirit who indwelt him. If Jesus 
lived his life as a man, in the power of the 
Spirit, believing the Word and praying to 
the Father — these are all things that we, 
too, have as Christian men and women. 
Therefore, it is right to call us to “follow 
in his steps,” and we can rightly look at 
Jesus as an example for how we should 
live (cf. Phil 2:5).

 
JH: What authors, theologians and books 
have you found most helpful in thinking 
through the doctrine of Christ?
BW: Without doubt, the books of Matthew, 
Mark, Luke and John have been most influ-
ential. I know this is not what you were get-
ting at, but actually this is the truth. I also 
found guidance from the work of Gerald 
Hawthorne, former professor of New Tes-
tament at Wheaton College. His book, The 
Presence and the Power, is very insightful, 
even though I do not follow him in all that 
he presents. Others have seen some of these 
same truths about Jesus, Benjamin Warfield 
and W.G.T. Shedd among them.

 
JH: If, as you argue in the book, Christ 
normatively performed miracles and heal-
ings through the power of the Holy Spirit, 
then how do his actions demonstrate  
his deity?
BW: Some miracles of Jesus may indeed 
give direct support to his deity; I would 
never want to rule this out. But it looks 
like the evidence points to the norm being 
this — that Jesus performed his miracles, 
and cast out demons, as a man in the 
power of the Spirit. But even here this 
can support his deity, and here’s how: 
Jesus made clear claims of being God 
(e.g., John 8:58; 10:30), and then Jesus 
said that if you don’t believe the words 
he says, believe on account of the works 
that he does, that he is from the Father 
(e.g., John 10:25, 38). So, the miracles 
that Jesus does in the power of the Spirit 
confirm that he is the Messiah of God, 
so when he claims to be God, we should 
believe those claims of deity.



news.sbts.edu February 2013 towers 9

Reviews   |   

JH: Why did you include a chapter discussing 
the necessity of the Savior’s male gender?
BW: When the Bible speaks of the coming 
Messiah, it is clear that the expected One 
will come as a man — i.e., not merely a 
human, but a human male. It is important 
to understand Jesus who lived among us not 
only as fully human, but also as fully male 
— the second Adam, the seed of Abraham, 
the son of David. Only as such could he 
function as the greater-than-Moses prophet, 
the greater-than-Levi priest and the greater-
than-David King. Yes, Jesus had to be fully 
human as well as fully God, but he had to be 
a fully human male, and so he was.

 
JH: Why was it necessary that humanity’s 
savior possess both divine and human 
natures (e.g., Cur Deus Homo)?
BW: In short, the answer is this: he had 

to be fully human to represent us on the 
cross, to substitute himself for us, to bear 
our sin and to die in our place. But he had 
to be fully God for the payment he offered 
to be of infinite value and so fully satisfy 
the demands of a holy God against our sin. 
Only the God-man could be Savior. Praise 
God that Jesus, indeed, was fully God and 
fully man.

 
JH: How does Christ’s humanity relate to his 
resurrection and reign as the — to use the 
terminology in your book — “exalted Son”?
BW: As the eternal Son of the Father, the sec-
ond person of the Trinity, he created the heav-
ens and earth and so has full rights of authority 
over all that he made by virtue of being Creator 
of all that is. But when this eternal Son came 
to earth, he was conceived and born as the 
God-man, the Messiah from God, the greater 

Son of David. As the Messiah, he did not have 
intrinsic authority over all, but he had to win 
the right to rule by obeying the Father and 
going to the cross whereby he would then be 
given this authority over all. Many passages of 
Scripture indicate this. One that illustrates it is 
this: after his resurrection, in giving his Great 
Commission directives to his disciples, Jesus 
begins by saying, “All authority in heaven and 
earth has been given to me” (Matt 28:18). By 
his obedient life, substitutionary death and 
victorious resurrection, he now was given 

authority from the Father to reign over all 
(cf. 1 Cor 15:20-28; Eph 1:20-23; Heb 1:1-2).

 
JH: Do you have any forthcoming works or 
projects that you can mention?
BW: I’m working on part of a new Crossway 
project called the “Gospel Application” ESV 
Study Bible, and I’m working on a book for 
Kregel in the 40 questions series (our own 
Drs. Plummer and Schreiner have written 
in this series already), mine about election 
and atonement.

 “Perhaps this downplaying of 

his humanity is not conscious 

or deliberate, but more from 

neglect. We stress (rightly) [Jesus’] 

deity, but we haven’t been led 

to think as clearly about his 

humanity. When we do so, much 

changes in how we think of the 

day-to-day life that Jesus lived.”
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#SeenAtSouthern 
  |    Reviews

Post your best campus and seminary life photos on Instagram with the 
hashtag #SeenAtSouthern. @ejkraft@emilhandke

@emilhandke@ejkraft

@ejkraft

NEW ENGLAND | May 19-25, 2013

TRAvEL WITH GREGoRy A. WILLS, oWEN D. STRACHAN 

AND MICHAEL A. G.  HAykIN

 CREDIT AvAILABLE foR MuLTIPLE CouRSES | DeaDline april 12 

 
SBTS.EDu/EvENTS



Everything Included

Included in rent:

Available Immediately

1. Gas, Electricity, Water & Sewer
2. Washer & Dryer (in apartment)
3. Dish Washer
4. High-Speed Internet (WiFi)
5. Cable TV
6. Central Air Conditioning
7. Newly Renovated

E-Max Inc.
Call: 893-0256 X 202
Ask for: Andy Susemichel

Large Two-Bedroom Apartment  

 

218 Mt Holly Avenue
 1.5 miles to Southern Seminary 

$695 month (Seminary Student Special)
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A guide to spring 2013 24 OppORTUnITIES FOR THE nEW SEMESTER

the “towers” team understands that the beginning of a 

semester can seem overwhelming. southern seminary offers 

students — and faculty and staff — many opportunities, 

from reading and writing assignments, class lectures and 

a stream of chapel services to a variety of guest lectures, 

conferences and community activities. the opportunities at 

southern to learn and grow as christians and future leaders 

are unparalleled. And we want to offer you some help 

navigating the opportunities. here is our guide to the spring 

2013 semester. Enjoy.

The spring semester begins with a focus on global evangelism, Feb. 11-15, starting with Tom 
elliff, president of the International Mission Board, sharing his heart for the nations at the 
Embrace Conference, feb. 8. And during the whole week, missionaries from around the 
world will be stationed in the Honeycutt Campus Center with whom students can interact.

This week provides a great opportunity for those considering missions to engage with 
men and women already in the field, and for all students to express appreciation.

MON TUE WED FRITHUR
11

1

12 13 1514
6:30 - 8 p.m.

Urban mission 
roundtable: church 
planting among the 

urban poor in Heritage 
Hall, sponsored by the 

Dehoney Center for 
Urban Ministry Training

10 a.m.  
Zane Pratt, dean of the 
Billy Graham School of 

Missions and Evangelism, 
preaching in chapel

11:30 - 1 p.m.
Business as missions panel 

discussion with missionaries 
in residence and Zane 
Pratt in Heritage Hall

7 - 8:30 p.m.
Great Commission hymn 
sing in Broadus Chapel

7 p.m. - 7 p.m.
24-hour prayer vigil, Tuesday 

night through Wednesday night

11:30 - 1 p.m.
“Church Planting: Getting to 
the Goal” in Heritage Hall, 

sponsored by the Bevin Center 
for Missions Mobilization

2:30 - 4 p.m.
Join missionaries from around 

the world for Tea with the IMB, 
Heritage Hall 

10 a.m
Researching the 

unreached with Steve 
McCord, Legacy 303T 

11 a.m.
John Piper book 

signing in Lifeway

10 a.m
 John Piper, pastor of 

preaching and vision at 
Bethlehem Baptist Church 

in Minneapolis, Minn., 
preaching in chapel

11:30 - 1 p.m.
R. Albert Mohler Jr., John 

Piper and Zane Pratt will sit 
on Q&A panel. Chick-fil-a 
lunch offered for those in 

attendance, tickets available 
in the Events office

Global
evanGelism
week

FebRUaRY 
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news.sbts.edu February 2013 towers 13

commentary    |   

ResolUte
conFeRence
Feb. 15-16

The Resolute collegiate conference will highlight the reality 
of global lostness with speakers pastor John Piper, R. 
Albert Mohler Jr., president of Southern Seminary, and 
Russell D. Moore, dean of the School of Theology and 
senior vice president of academic administration at the 
seminary, along with musical guest Charlie Hall. Register 
online at events.sbts.edu/resolute

bevin centeR 
Each semester, Southern Seminary’s Bevin Center 
for Missions Mobilization sends teams on short-
term missions trips. This spring is no exception. 
Here are the four trips scheduled (so far).

Spring Reading Days
(March 30 - April 5)
Buenos aires, argentina
Chicago
Application deadline for the 
spring trips: February 13

Summer
South Asia (May 18 - June 2)
Eastern Central Asia (early July)
Boston (June 22-29)
utah (June 15-22)
Western Central Asia (early July)
Application deadline for the 
summer drips: February 222

MISSIONS
guIde
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Gheens lectures
Feb. 19-20 
Southern Seminary welcomes George H. Guthrie, 
Benjamin W. Perry Professor of Bible at Union University 
in Jackson, Tenn., for the spring 2013 Gheens lectures. 
Guthrie is a New Testament scholar who has contributed 
significantly to studies of the Book of Hebrews.

9Marks at 
southern

March 1-2 
This spring’s 9Marks conference aims to 
encourage and equip “church leaders to 
preach expositionally.” Featured speakers 
are Washinton, D.C., pastor and 9Marks 
president Mark Dever, Milwaukee, Wisc., 
pastor Mike Bullmore, Chicago pastor David 
Helm and Rockford, Ill., pastor k. Edward 
Copeland at the conference, which also 
includes Southern Seminary President R. 
Albert Mohler Jr. and Russell D. Moore, 
dean of the School of Theology and senior 
vice president for academic administration, 
as keynote speakers. Find more information 
and register at events.sbts.edu/9marks 

February 2013 news.sbts.edu14 towers

conference 
scholarships 
No conference cash? The conference 
scholarship program allots a limited 
number of free spots at each 
conference for Boyce and Southern 
students. All you need to do is swipe 
your SHIELD card in the Office of 
Event Productions; the free tickets 
are available on a first-come-first-
serve basis.

conference 
March 15-16 

The youth conference, formerly known 
as Give Me An Answer, will explore the 
resurrection of Jesus as the central truth 
of Christianity. Speakers include Louisville, 
Ky., pastor Greg Gilbert, West Palm Beach, 
Fla., Jimmy Scroggins, along with Southern 
Seminary leaders, R. Albert Mohler Jr. and 
Russell D. Moore. Norton Hall Band will lead 
worship for the conference.

Mullins 
lectures 
March 26-28

T. David Gordon, professor of religion and 
Greek at Grove City College, Grove City, 
Penn., will deliver the spring 2013 Mullins 
Lectures on Christian Preaching. Gordon’s 
books include Why Johnny Can't Preach: 
The Media Have Shaped the Messengers 
and Why Johnny Can't Sing Hymns: How 
Pop Culture Re-Wrote the Hymnal.

6

9

7 tGc in orlando 
April 6-10

Southern Seminary students can receive six 
credit hours for Intro to New Testament I 
(22200) and The Gospel of Luke (22940), 
both taught in conjunction with The Gospel 
Coalition's 2013 national conference, “His 
Mission: Jesus in the Gospel of Luke.” Speakers 
for the conference include D.A. Carson, John 
Piper, Kevin DeYoung and Tim Keller. 

New Testament professor Tom Schreiner, 
who will teach the courses in conjunction 
with TGC, said, “Through the conference, 
students will hear outstanding expositors 
teach and apply the message of Luke. One 
advantage here is that the academic and 
pastoral will be wedded together so that the 
relevance of Luke for today will be evident. I 
think it will be a great experience for students 
to be immersed in Luke for a few days.”

8
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MInIStry ConneCtIonS
Southern Seminary’s Ministry Connections program helps 
students and graduates connect with churches looking for 
pastors and other church roles.
Participants can create and manage accounts through 
the Ministry Connections/eRecruiting Web page. They 
can also search for employment opportunities and apply 
for positions directly; and participants gain access to a 
nationwide network of more than 100,000 employers. 
Take a look at the Ministry Connections Web page:  
www.sbts.edu/css

SWI 
Mary Mohler, first lady of Southern 
Seminary, personally invited all seminary 
wives to participate in the Seminary 
Wives Institute.

“If you can attend two hours 
of class on Thursday nights for 12 
weeks each semester, spend about 
20 minutes in preparation and invest 
$10 tuition per six-week class, then 
Seminary Wives Institute is for you. 
Our classes are open to all women 
whose spouses are students at Southern 
Seminary or Boyce College. Please see 
our Web page for more details including 
course descriptions of our spring classes 
[www.sbts.edu/women/seminary-wives-
institute]. You will be amazed at the 
variety offered. New students will find an 
application on this page as well. Returning 
students register on Moodle. Questions? 
Email us at swi@sbts.edu” -Mary Mohler

expeditions 
This semester offers two new opportunities to take a Southern 
Seminary Expedition:
New England, May 19-26 — Explore the rich history of the Puritans, 
early American Baptists and the American Revolution. Gregory A. 
Wills, Michael A.G. Haykin and Owen Strachan will guide students 
through the heritage of our forefathers and nation.
united kingdom, July 7-24 — Michael Haykin, Timothy Paul Jones 
and Dan DeWitt will help students learn and experience the truths 
that gripped the likes of Charles Spurgeon, John Wesley, C.S. Lewis 
and many others.

the BriefinG 
In his daily podcast, The Briefing, R. Albert Mohler Jr. offers a 
worldview analysis of the leading news headlines and cultural 
conversations. Mohler discusses everything from the latest 
developments in the political world to current theological debates 
to ethical issues that arise in the popular media — all in around 
15 minutes. Think of The Briefing like a news vitamin each day. 
Subscriptions to The Briefing are available at albertmohler.com 
and through iTunes.

research experts
When you walk into the James P. Boyce Centennial Library, you’ll 
see some guys there to greet you. They are research experts. 
Librarian Jason Fowler explains:

“Our research experts are highly skilled people who understand 
theological research and libraries. They love helping students 
understand how to use the library and how to do research. 
Whether it's through giving a tour, helping format a paper, creating 
a LibGuide or explaining our databases, the research experts are 
there to serve our students and make their research better.”

knowledge
guide

MInIStry
guIde
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ThuNder over LouiSviLLe 
This massive fireworks show is one of the top 100 events in North America. Not many 
other things you might do can compete with a top 100 event for our continent. So come 
April 20, find some high ground somewhere near downtown and brace for a fun evening, 
including one of the nation's most impressive air shows before the fireworks start. Two 
weeks later, May 4, Louisville’s most famous event happens: the Kentucky Derby. 

MuSeuM row — $5 FebruAry 
Downtown Louisville, down the 700 block of West Main Street, nine museums 
and arts-attractions, each worthy of exploring. Here’s our suggestions: 

• frazier History Museum
• kentucky Science Center
• 21c Museum Hotel
• The Muhammad Ali Center
• The kentucky Center for the Performing Arts

LoCAL ChurCh 
Seminary is certainly a churchy experience. But the seminary is not 
a church. At its core, of course, is the local church. Why else, one 
should ask, would anyone think deeply about the things of God, if 
not for the growth and edification of believers? But the seminary 
is not a church. Chapel services will be some of the highlights of 
your seminary career. But the seminary is not a church.

Nothing can  — or should — take the place in a believer’s 
life of a local church. And that goes for the seminary-types and 
lifetime laymen alike. So, here in Louisville, find a church, become 
a member and find an area in which to serve.

Put A SMILe on thAt FACe 
April 19 is Southern Seminary Preview Day, and April 26 is Boyce College Preview Day. 
So as prospective students walk our halls and visit our classes, make their experience 
of Southern Seminary full of hospitality.

ChAPeL
The Southern Seminary community comes together every Tuesday and 
Thursday during the semester for chapel. 

Spring convocation, Jan. 29;
Russell D. Moore, Jan. 31; 
Mac Brunson, Feb. 5; 
Tom elliff, Feb. 7; 
Zane pratt, Feb. 12; 
John Piper, Feb. 14;
Hershael york, Feb. 19; 
Paul Chitwood, Feb. 21; 
R. Albert Mohler Jr., Feb. 26; 
Mark Dever, Feb. 28; 
kevin Smith, March 5;

randy Stinson, March 7; 
Chris osborne, March 12;
Scott patty, March 14; 
Panel discussion, March 19; 
Hayes Wicker, March 21; 
T. David Gordon, March 26, 28; 
Brian vickers, April 9; 
fred Luter, April 11;
R. Albert Mohler Jr., April 16; and 
francisco Preaching 
Award, April 18.
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CheeSeburgerS 
Allegedly, in 1934, Margaret Kaelin’s husband — the owner/operator of Kaelin’s Restaurant on 
Newburg Rd. in Louisville, Ky. — asked her to put a slice of American cheese on his hamburger 
and the cheeseburger was born — at least in name. As it turns out, cheeseburger-type 
items appeared on menus in spots around the country even in the 20s, with the concept 
generally attributed to Lionel Sternberger in 1924. But, at any rate, Louisville’s history got 
the “Towers” team thinking about cheeseburgers, and so here are our recommendations 
for a Louisville cheeseburger:

WW Cousins (Breckenridge Ln. and Dupont Rd.)
Bluegrass Burgers (3334 Frankfort Ave. and Cannons Ln.)
Home Run Burgers, four locations, with the nearest to Southern Seminary
at 4600 Shelbyville Rd in the Shelbyville Road Plaza
Hammerheads (921 Swan St.)

MArCh MAdNeSS
If you’re not from Louisville — or a similarly basketball-centric city — you’re 
probably not prepared for the buzz that takes place around here during 
the NCAA men’s basketball tournament each year. And with Louisville 
consistently sitting in the top 10 this year, expect energy levels to increase 
even further. Get ready. Buy a bigger TV. It’s fun.

NuLu diSTriCT 
Once you’re done perusing a museum or tw0 — about the time you’re 
ready to eat — walk south one block and east on Market St. to the NuLu 
District, an urban renewal project that features a street stocked with 
fun shops, unique businesses and tasty eateries — the “Towers” team 
recently descended on Taco Punk, and we recommend it. Other spots 
to check out are,

• Harvest
• Please & Thankyou
• Toast on Market
• Muth’s Candies
• Joe ley antiques

CoMMuNiTy
guide
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A ShAviNg ForuM 
Edgar’s Men's Emporium will host a shave forum this 
spring with such topics as wet shaving tips, shaving 
accessories and how to care for your shaving products, 
Feb. 13. Students and staff always receive a discount 
and a complimentary gift will be given to all those who 
attend the shave forum.

FebruAry MAdNeSS?
The Boyce Bulldogs’ basketball season doesn’t quite 
make it into March, but if you “Towers” readers fill up 
the seminary gym for the rest of the Bulldogs’ home 
games, maybe we can generate some February madness:

Feb. 1, 7 p.m. vs. Daysping Bible College
Feb. 2, 2 p.m. vs. Ohio Christian University
Feb. 14, 7 p.m. vs. Crown College 
Feb. 21, regional tournament in Circleville, Ohio
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history highlight QUIET! THIS IS A lIBRARY

| By Jason Fowler and Adam Winters |

Students visiting the library during 
the past semester probably noticed 

improvements to the facility’s design and 
services. A research expert now welcomes 
students as they enter the building. A visit to 
the Research Hub helps students get started 
on an assignment. The Starbucks Interactive 
Cup brewer and snack bar offers the boost 
they need to finish studying for an exam. 
The library has become a more welcoming, 
service-oriented place to study.

Libraries haven’t always been known as 
warm and welcoming places, however. Librar-
ians of the past were often known as “shush-
ers” due to their dictatorial enforcement of 
low noise levels.

Even Southern’s library has a history of 
“shushers.” This rare, undated copy of the 
library’s rules from an earlier period illus-
trates just how much libraries have changed.

 
Anyone interested in learning more about 
the persons and resources mentioned in this 
article is welcome to visit the SBTS Archives 
and Special Collections on the second floor 
of the James P. Boyce Centennial Library 
or consult its website at archives.sbts.edu



news.sbts.edu February 2013 towers 19

southern story     |  

 Southern Story JEFF WAlTERS: A RURAl URBAnITE 

| By Aaron Cline Hanbury |

A small-town guy from middle Tennessee, 
Jeff Walters relates well to rural cities 

and churches.
Before his teaching career, Walters — the 

newest professor in Southern Seminary’s 
Billy Graham School of Missions and Evan-
gelism — pastored a small church in Chapel 
Hill, Tenn., about an hour south of Nashville, 
Tenn. And only a short while ago, he finished 
up an interim pastorate at a little church in 
Chaplin, Ky., a tobacco farming community 
with fewer than 500 people. 

With his background and these rural min-
istries, Walters seems an unlikely candidate 
for a professor of urban ministry. Yet that’s 
exactly what he is. 

Walters’s journey from Middle Tennessee 
to urban expert started, surprisingly enough, 
near Sao Luis, Brazil. 

Before that trip, Walters wanted to become 
a history professor. He was about to graduate 
from Belmont University in Nashville, Tenn., 
and he wanted to marry the girl he met ear-
lier that year, Melanie. He would do both in 
1990, enrolling in graduate school at Auburn 
University in the fall and marrying Melanie 
in December. 

“We were having a ball,” Walters said 
about the couple’s life as newlyweds in 
Auburn, Ala.

Then he went to Brazil.
“I went on one missions trip,” Walters said, 

“and it really messed me up.” 
After that trip, he increasingly felt the 

weight of Paul's words in Roman 10:14, a 
text he now references at the beginning of 
each course he teaches: “How then will they 
call on him in whom they have not believed? 
And how are they to believe in him of whom 
they have never heard? And how are they to 
hear without someone preaching?”

God’s work around the world captured 
Walters’s heart, and he wanted to be a part 
of that work. Life at Auburn just didn’t fit 
anymore; the Walterses sensed that God 
wanted something different for their lives.

That led him to pursue the International Mis-
sion Board (IMB), the missions organization of 
the Southern Baptist Convention. Shortly after 
initiating the application process with the IMB, 

in August of 1998, Walters moved his family to 
Louisville, Ky., to attend Southern Seminary.

Only a year into his studies, however, 
Smyrna Baptist Church in Chapel Hill, Tenn. 
— a church in his wife’s hometown — invited 
Walters to be its pastor. So the family moved 
back to Tennessee, where they served that 
congregation for three years.

Three months after graduating from the 
seminary (through its Nashville extension 
center) in March 2003, the Walterses — 
now a family of five, with children Rachel, 
Jeffrey Jr. and Daniel — ventured overseas 
to take the gospel of Jesus Christ to one of 
the world’s most boisterously secular cities, 
Paris, France.

“When we arrived in Paris, I was pretty 
well prepared for French culture,” Walters 
said. “The IMB does a great job preparing 
people as best they can for the culture they’ll 
be going to engage. But I was not prepared 
for the city, for urban life.

“In Chapel Hill, I could go out and start 
conversations on the street with anybody. 
I was the pastor. And whether you went to 
the church or not, you knew who the pastor 
was,” he said. “In Paris, I could walk out the 
front door of our apartment, look both ways, 
and see more people than lived in the entire 
town where I pastored in Tennessee.”

While in Paris, Walters began work on a 
doctorate in missiology at Southern Seminary 
through a modified residency program. On a 
visit to the states for a colloquium meeting, 
Chuck Lawless, who was then the dean of the 
Graham School, suggested that his context in 
Paris placed him ideally to think about and 
study issues related to urban ministry, and 
to help the seminary do the same.

As a result of his conversation with Law-
less, Walters focused his doctoral research 
and writing on urban missions and ministry. 
Planting in Paris gave him first-hand experi-
ence with the complexities of urban minis-
try, and his time in a rural church helped 
him understand the differences between 
the two.

After serving a full, four-year term in 
Paris, the Walterses returned to the United 
States, and when they decided not to return 
to France for a while, Walters came to South-
ern Seminary to work with Lawless and the 

Graham School in February 2008, while he 
finished up his dissertation.

After he completed his degree, Walters 
joined the faculty of the Graham School, 
beginning teaching duties in the spring of 
2012. All of his time with the seminary makes 
Walters feel all the more honored to be a 
part of it.

“It’s crazy to me to teach on the same 
faculty as David Sills, Bruce Ware and Tom 
Schreiner,” he said. “It’s just crazy.”

Now assistant professor of missions and urban 
ministry, Walters teaches courses such as intro-
duction to missiology, urban church planting, 
biblical basis for missions and history of missions.

Walters says that his favorite part of teach-
ing is helping (future) local church pastors 
catch a vision for missions, and seeing how 
their churches can take part in furthering the 
gospel message around the world.

“It’s exciting to me to see students get 
excited about missions, to see how they can 
give their lives overseas reaching a people 
group, or how they can be a local church 
pastor leading a congregation in fulfilling the 
Great Commission.

“In introductory courses, I have a huge 
group of future pastors, youth pastors, coun-
selors and the whole range. I love to see the 
light come on.”
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Help start a Megachurch this semester
Each year between 2000-3000 people become followers of Jesus Christ and get plugged into a church through the North American 

Mission Board’s telephone and internet evangelism ministry Evangelism Response Center. Find out how you can get be a part of 
leading people to Jesus through the ERC. Contact Chad Nuss at thesixc@gmail.com.

Tuesday, January 15, 13

Robert Smith,
Beeson Divinity
School

“This Hope” will lead in worship.

Breakout Sessions: Kentucky Church Planting Network, Social Media,
Disaster Relief, Wild Game Dinners, and more! Ladies are invited to
luncheon discussion with Chuck McAlister and Shelly Johns ($7/person).
Women's lunch reservations online at www.kybaptist.org/risk.

This free event is powered by Kentucky Baptists’
gifts through the Cooperative Program.

Questions?
Visit www.kybaptist.org/risk
E-mail evangelism@kybaptist.org or call
(502) 489-3576 or 1-866-489-3576 (toll-free in KY)

Richard Harris,
Former VP & NAMB
staff member

Chuck McAlister,
Leader of KBC’s
Evangelism & Church
Planting Team
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gospel light in Newtown pASTOR, SBTS STUdEnT pREACHES HOpE In THE GOSpEl

| By Craig Sanders |

Before news of the Newtown, Conn., 
shooting reached media airwaves, Dec. 

14, 2012, Joey Newton received a phone 
call informing him of the tragedy at Sandy 
Hook Elementary School.

On his way to the scene, Newton, pastor 

of Newtown Bible Church, learned from a 
police officer that more than a dozen chil-
dren had been shot, and that the families 
were gathered at a nearby fire station.

“That’s when the gravity of the situation 
hit me,” Newton said, who initially under-
stood the victims to be two adults.

Newton, who is also pursuing a doc-
torate at Southern Seminary, arrived at 
the fire station, which became a symbol 
of grief and reunion in the aftermath of 
the shooting, and comforted the families 
who were awaiting confirmation of their 
children's welfare.

Along with other members of the clergy, 
Newton talked and prayed with families 
waiting to hear word about their children. 
Nearly four hours passed before police 
informed parents that all unaccounted 
children were among the victims.

Newtown Bible Church had no members 
of its church family involved in the shoot-

ing, but the congregation quickly stepped 
in to serve at community events and  
prayer vigils.

Newton decided to wait until the media 
attention dissipated from the town before 
approaching the victims’ families. When 
that time came, the church sent letters and 
resources to each family. And Newton set him-
self to engage the dark despair surrounding 
his community with the hope of the gospel.

“We call people to a God who is sovereign 
over the evil acts of men, and who is gra-
cious and willing to forgive sinners,” he said. 
“The fruit of this outreach is not going to be 
immediate,” Newton said, noting that the 
community has been more open to asking 
questions and seeking truth.

“But we’re not going anywhere, and we 
know the fruit will come in time. That’s our 
long-term perspective.”

A Florida native, Newton lived his early 
life apart from and skeptical of the gos-

pel. But he experienced God’s grace while 
living in Southern California, and he later 
became a member of Grace Community 
Church in Sun Valley, Calif., the church pas-
tored by influential speaker and author, 
John MacArthur. After sensing a calling to 
ministry, Newton finished his bachelor’s 
degree at the Master’s College and com-
pleted a master of divinity degree at the  
Master’s Seminary.

Newtown Bible Church called Newton as 
its pastor in 2008. When Newton, his wife 
and three daughters arrived at the church, 
their family of five added a significant boost 
to the 15 regular attendees. Since his move 
to Newtown, church attendance has reached 
nearly one hundred.

In light of the Newtown tragedy, Newton 
sees an illustration of sin and death, which 
“the gospel answers in Jesus Christ.”

“We see this as our opportunity to shine 
brightly the light of the gospel of Christ.”
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Announcements
Aplus edits
Aplus Edits is a full service — gram-
mar, format, clarity, style — proof-
reading business. It exists to take 
the stress out of conforming papers 
to style manuals and to improve 
the overall quality of one's writing. 
Aplus consists of a team of quali-
fied editors equipped to edit book 
reviews, dissertations and every-
thing in between. Check us out 
at www.aplusedits.com or e-mail 
Chris at cbosson@aplusedits.com

Free sewing class
The free sewing class led by 
Mrs. Barbara Gentry meets from 
6-7:30 p.m., Mondays in Fuller 
Room 34. Sewing machines 
are provided at no cost. No 
experience is required, but 
women with experience may 
also participate. Knitting and 
crocheting lessons will also be 
offered. Mrs. Gentry leads the 
class assisted by Mrs. Kathy 
Vogel. For questions, you can call 
Mrs. Gentry locally at 423-8255 
or Mrs. Vogel at 742-1497.

Food collection 
for the Attic
The Attic now accepts food 
items between 2 p.m. and 5 
p.m., Monday through Saturday. 

Donors should bring the items 
during these hours so that a 
volunteer may store them to keep 
for seminary families in need. 
Limited refrigerator and freezer 
space is now available on site so 
please consider donating luncheon 
meats, dairy items as well as 
frozen entrees. Canned food is also 
accepted and may be left in the 
donation bins. Families in need 
who would benefit from these 
donations must contact The Attic 
at theattic@sbts.edu and arrange 
an appointment for picking up 
food items. 

health fair
Baptist Hospital East will sponsor 
a health fair, Feb. 21, in Heritage 
Hall, and will offer screening for 
various health issues. The Norton 
Healthcare Mammogram Van 
will provide mammograms for 
women 40 and over. Call the 
SBTS Clinic at 897-4497 to sign 
up for mammogram and choles-
terol screening. Chair massages, 
nutritionist and chiropractic 
practitioners will be available. 
Vendors will share healthy eating 
and exercise information. Every 
attendee will receive refresh-
ments and a sample bag of health 
items. Free drawings and prizes!
Red Cross Blood Drive will be 

held 11 a.m. - 3 p.m. during the 
Health Fair hours in the Presi-
dent’s Reception Room adjacent 
to Heritage Hall. Sign-up forms 
will be available at the HRC front 
desk. Walk-ins are welcome. 

health and rec 
The Health and Recreation Center 
(HRC) hours of operation: Mon - 
Fri - 6 a.m. - 10 p.m.; Sat 9 a.m. - 9 
p.m.; closed Sunday. (The pool 
closes 30 minutes before the rest 
of the HRC, and closes at 5:30 
p.m. each Wed.) All HRC informa-
tion is available at SBTS.edu. 

hrC e-newsletter 
Sign-up for HRC e-newsletter 
to receive weekly updates. 
Contact the HRC front desk 
(502-897-4720).

no lifeguard breaks
No More Lifeguard Breaks 
beginning spring semester 
2013. Except for illness or 
emergency substitutions, there 
should be no interference in 
regular pool hours.

Intramurals
Sign-up as a team or an indi-
vidual for Intramurals at the HRC 
front desk. E-mail mattroberts@
sbts.edu with any intramural 

questions. Details are available at 
SBTS.edu. Schedules will also be 
available at the HRC front desk.

2013 fitness class 
descriptions
Edge Martial Arts M and Th 6 – 8 
p.m.; S 9 – 11 a.m. in the Lever-
ing Gym. Instructors: Joe Maupin 
and Mark Wilson. Cost: $100 
initial start-up fee (includes uni-
form, patches, first month tuition 
and first belt test), $60/month. 
Family and staff discounts avail-
able. Take your training to the 
edge! Edge Martial Arts teaches 
the amazing, centuries-old art 

of Tae Kwon Do from Korea and 
combines it with the street / self-
defense fighting system of Krav 
Maga from Israel. The instructors 
are certified in MMA strength 
conditioning which is used to 
teach the dynamic effective 
method of Functional Fitness. 
All levels of fitness are welcome, 
starting at age 5 and up. Sign up 
at the HRC front desk.

Classes for men
New! Core Foundry T & Th, 4 - 
4:45 p.m. in the Levering Gym. 
Instructor: Stephen Pierce. This 
class focuses on different core 

The spring 2013 semester will just be getting underway at the start of 

February, which is a month full of events at Southern Seminary. The first 

full week of February will emphasize global missions with the Embrace 

IMB Missions Conference, Feb. 8. John piper will make his return to 

Southern in chapel on Valentine’s day, followed by his speaking at the 

Resolute Collegiate Conference, Feb. 15-16. don’t let this special and 

historic event distract your attention from your spouse, as louisville 

offers plenty of options for Valentine’s day. Welcome new students to 

Southern’s campus and study well this semester.
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muscles for the purpose of build-
ing up a body that can perform 
better athletically. This class will 
use weights as well as coordina-
tion improvement exercises with 
a focus on abs, chest, back and 
glutes. For beginner to expert.

Classes for women
New! Pilates Mat Work M 10 
- 11 a.m. in the Levering Gym. 
Instructor: Lindsey Winkler. This 
class begins with revitalizing 
stretches, placing emphasis 
on proper breathing. We will 
combine the best of Classical and 
Progressive Pilates mat exercise 

using simply a mat and IT Bands 
for resistance. Pilates will help 
strengthen and tone the abdomi-
nal muscles, back, arms, hips and 
thighs. All levels are welcome! 
Childcare is Available for $3.
aqua alive T and Th 5 – 5:45 
p.m. in the pool. Instructor: Linda 
Blincoe. This class is designed 
to alleviate the stresses of body 
weight on muscles and joints. It’s a 
fun aquatic workout that tones the 
entire body, and is perfect for the 
expectant and postpartum mom. 
Body Blitz M, W, F 7:15 - 8 a.m. 
in the Levering Gym. Instructor: 
Clara Flores. Upbeat music and 

an always-changing repertoire 
of aerobics, free weights, circuit 
training and core strengthening.
Whether you are feeling in or 
out of shape, this class is tailored 
to be challenging and fun for all 
fitness levels. Come check us out, 
we'd love to have you join us.
Mommy & Me W and F 10 – 11 
a.m. on the 3rd-floor track. 
Instructor: Heidi Freeman. 
Mommy & Me is a workout class 
designed for moms and their 
kids. This class combines time 
on the track (please bring your 
stroller) and time in the gym for 
some cardio and strength train-

ing. It’s the perfect opportunity 
for moms to exercise while their 
kids play together.
Total Toning M 4:45-5:30 p.m.; T, 
Th 4:45 – 5:45 p.m. in the Lever-
ing Gym. Instructors: Alana Pente-
cost and Jen Martin. Total Toning 
is a strength and cardio workout 
that will challenge your entire 
body from top to bottom using a 
variety of fitness equipment. This 
class gets your heart pumping and 
your muscles working.
Core essentials M 7 – 8 p.m. in 
the Racquetball Court. Instruc-
tor: Kaycee Owens. A strategic 
blend of Pilates, mat work and 

various posture poses combined 
to create better balance, core 
strength and flexibility. This class 
is suitable for all fitness levels, 
designed to practice at your own 
pace and modify poses to the 
students’ needs. The first half 
of the class will focus on core 
strengthening, developing stabil-
ity and mobility, while the second 
half will move into a series of 
deep, restorative stretching for 
the whole body. 
ZuMBA M 8 - 9 p.m.; T and W 
6 -7 p.m. in the Levering Gym. 
Instructors: Ashley Gardner and 
Tristan Mapp. Cost: $2 per class 
or $15 for 10 classes. ZUMBA 
is an exhilarating, effective, 
easy-to-follow, Latin-inspired, 
calorie-burning fitness-party 
that’s moving millions of people 
toward health. This class is 
one hour of calorie-burning, 
body-energizing choreography 
that burns between 500 and 
1000 calories in a single ses-
sion! ZUMBA allows anyone 
and everyone to have fun while 
exercising, and at the same 
time - learning different styles of 
movement to amazing music.

Seminary clinic 
Staff, students and their immedi-
ate family members are provided 
a limited health maintenance pro-
gram through the clinic, located on 
the second floor campus center, 
Honeycutt 213. Conditions that 
require regular or extensive medi-
cal treatment must be addressed 
through private arrangements with 
primary care physician. It is recom-
mended that every patient have a 
primary care provider that may be 
called upon in cases of emergency. 
The clinic can help with referral to 
a primary care provider or a medi-
cal specialist if needed.

Clinic hours 
M-F 11 a.m. - 5 p.m.
More information and price 
listings are found on the clinic 
website, www.sbts.edu/clinic
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resolute
Conference

gheens Lectures

embrace IMB
Missions Conference

Chapel 
10 a.m., Alumni Chapel 

Tom Elliff 

Chapel 
10 a.m., Alumni Chapel

Mac Brunson

health Fair
11 a.m. - 3 p.m., 
Heritage Hall 

Chapel 
10 a.m., Alumni Chapel

Zane pratt

Chapel 
10 a.m., Alumni Chapel

John piper

Chapel 
10 a.m., Alumni Chapel

panel discussion

Chapel 
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paul Chitwood

Chapel 
10 a.m., Alumni Chapel

R. Albert Mohler Jr.

Chapel 
10 a.m., Alumni Chapel

Mark dever
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Boyce Basketball

game
Timur nesbitt  

half-time rap show

7 p.m. 
Boyce basketball game
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Boyce Basketball

game
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Singles Ping Pong 
tournament
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3
Questions

WITH

Bob Kauflin 
Director of Sovereign Grace Music and 

worship pastor at Sovereign Grace 
Church of Louisville

What is the most effective way 
you've seen teaching pastors and 
worship pastors work together 
in leading a church? 

In some churches, the teaching pastor and 
worship pastor seem to be unaware of what 
the other is doing each week. That ends up 
creating an unnecessary dichotomy in a meet-
ing that can confuse people and at times pit 
the musical portion against the teaching por-
tion. Teaching pastors and worship pastors 
function most effectively when they know 
what each other is doing, and see themselves 
as on the same team pursuing the same goal. 
Both are seeking to magnify God’s glory in 
Christ in people’s hearts, minds and wills by 
the power of the Spirit. The teaching pastor 
uses words, while the worship pastor uses 
words and music.

Which Sovereign Grace song 
is most meaningful to you  
and why?

I’m grateful for many Sovereign Grace songs, 
but the first song that comes to mind is 
“Before the Throne of God Above.” Charitie 
Bancroft wrote the lyrics in the 19th century 
and Vikki Cook set them to a new tune. The 
three verses are as clear and compelling a 
statement of justification and its effects as 
you’ll find in any song. Verse two is espe-
cially helpful for combating condemnation. 
Verse three reminds us of the power of being 
one with the risen Christ. Vikki’s melody is 
eminently singable, complementary to the 
lyrics and hauntingly beautiful. I can’t count 
the number of times God has ministered to 
me through this song at the start of my day. 
Different groups and artists have recorded 
“Before the Throne of God Above,” often 
unaware that the tune is new. That testi-
fies to the timeless quality of Vikki’s melody, 
which I pray causes it to be sung a hundred 
years from now.

How are you adjusting to life 
in louisville, Ky.?

 
 
We are loving life in the ‘Ville. We appre-
ciate the slower pace and graciousness 
of the people we’ve met. Even though 
Louisville isn’t completely “Southern,” it’s 
Southern enough. We’ve met with a num-
ber of pastors here who have expressed 
support of our move to Louisville. We’re 
looking forward to partnering with them 
in advancing the gospel in this city. The 
folks at Southern Seminary have served 
us in ways too numerous to count. We’re 
also enjoying the fact that Louisville 
has one of the highest percentages of 
independent restaurants in the United 
States. We’re slowly getting around to 
them and already have some favorites. 
Personally, I’m grateful for the opportu-
nity to be leading worship in song weekly, 
which I haven’t done for over 6 years. 
Finally, it’s a great joy to serve on a team 
with C.J. Mahaney and the other elders 
at Sovereign Grace Church of Louisville.


