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position pre-figured in Adam, promised to David, and spoken of in Psalm 2. He has been
given authority to reign over all the earth as his inheritance. As the God-man, he is

enthroned as the promised “son of God.”

The restoration of the privileges of sonship. When one turns to Romans
8:12-30, then, and finds the elements connected with Adam prior to the fall (sonship,
image-bearing, inheritance, and glory), it is apparent that Paul is showing that the “glory
that is to be revealed” (Rom 8:18) is nothing short of a restoration of the full privileges of
sonship.'” However, even as these privileges of sonship were lost because mankind was
in a representative union with Adam (who sinned, was condemned, and forfeited those
privileges), so it is only possible for those blessings to be restored to believers as the one
with whom they are united is granted such privileges.101 This is why Jesus’ appointment
as son was necessary. As Jesus is raised from the dead and appointed as son, he is
granted a sovereignty that extends over all. But his goal is not that he alone reigns as son

but that he is “the firstborn among many brothers” (Rom 8:29). Jesus is the firstborn, but

Matthew 13-28, EBC (Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 1995), 594-95 (emphasis original); cf. France, Matthew,
1112-13.

'“That Paul connects the coming glory to restoration of the full privileges of sonship, see
Keesmaat, Paul and His Story, 101-11; Kirk, Unlocking Romans, 139-45; Robin Scroggs, The Last Adam:
A Study in Pauline Anthropology (Philadelphia: Fortress, 1966), 96; Blomberg, “But We See Jesus,” 97;
Adam’s, “Paul’s Story of God and Creation,” 29; Brendan Byrne, S. J., ‘Sons of God’ — ‘Seed of Abraham’:
A Study of the Idea of Sonship of God of All Christians in Paul against the Jewish Background (Rome:
Biblical Institute Press, 1979), 104-05; Peterson, Hebrews and Perfection, 121; Schenck, “Keeping His
Appointment;” Mathews, Genesis 1-11:26, 170-71.

%" That man’s restoration of sonship and vice-regency is only possible in being united to the
one who has been appointed as Son, see Scott, Adoption as Sons, 254-63; Schweizer, “The Concept of the
Davidic ‘Son of God,”” 191; Garner, “The First and Last Son,” 278-79; John Murray, “Adoption,” in
Collected Writings of John Murray, vol. 2 (Carlisle, PA: Banner of Truth, 2001), 228; Kirk, Unlocking
Romans, 134-41; idem, “Appointed Son(s),” 241; Peterson, Hebrews and Perfection, 121; Schreiner,
Romans, 39; Tipton, “Union with Christ,” 25-26; Ferguson, The Holy Spirit, 106.
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he is raised and given universal sovereignty so that one day believers’ sonship might be
manifested as they are raised and reign alongside (and under) him.'? Thus, Mathews
rightly notes,

From Genesis we have seen that the rule of mankind is not fully realized because of

disobedience, which has meant the diminishing of that ‘glory,” but Christ

accomplished what sinful humanity could not achieve alone (Heb 2:9). The

redeemed will share in Christ’s “glory” as adopted heirs (Rom 8:17; 2 Thess 2:14;

1 Pet 5:1,4), for which humanity was intended before time (Rom 9:23; 1 Cor 2:7).'®
Hebrews 2:5-11 confirms this, noting that it is because Jesus is first “crowned with glory
and honor” that he is able to bring “many sons to glory,” not being “ashamed to call them
brothers.”'% Therefore, if the goal of redemption is for believers to experience the full

privileges of sonship, it is necessary for the one with whom they are united to have been

appointed as son, and this is exactly what takes place through Jesus’ resurrection.

The Adoption and Revealing God’s Sons

Thus, the implications of Christ’s appointment as son for believers via their
union with Christ are obvious. Just as believers receive a legal sentence of justification in
this life and that sentence is eschatologically demonstrated in their resurrection (as it was
with Christ), so believers receive their adoption as sons in this life and their sonship is

revealed in their resurrection.'® That believers have already been adopted as sons is

12580 Scott, Adoption as Son, 248-55; Peterson, Hebrews and Perfection, 121; Blomberg, “But
We See Jesus,” 98.

%N\ fathews, Genesis 1-11:26, 172.

Y%Horton (Lord and Servant, 107) rightly notes, “The sonship-likeness is seen most clearly, of
course, in Jesus Christ, of whom Adam was himself a proleptic reflection. It is essential to recognize that
in this sense the incarnate Lord of the covenant is its servant, and as the new Adam his royal sonship-
likeness is not the same as his eternal Sonship. In his humiliation, he must attain this sonship-likeness—
this royal image—on behalf of his brothers and sisters. This is how we must understand references such as
Psalm 2:7 and 89:26, repeated in Hebrews 1:5.”
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clear from Romans 8:14-15, in which Paul writes, “For all who are led by the Spirit of
God as sons of God . . . you have received the Spirit of adoption as sons, by whom we
cry, ‘Abbal Father!”” Like justification, believers’ adoption as sons is a legal reality
experienced in this life. However, (again like justification) it is a reality that will only be
demonstrated fully when it is revealed in the resurrection. Thus, after noting that
believers are already sons, Paul writes, “For the creation waits with eager longing for the
revealing of the sons of God. . . . And not only the creation, but we ourselves . . . groan
inwardly as we wait eagerly for adoption as sons, the redemption of our bodies” (Rom
8:19, 22).

Therein, Paul reveals believers’ sonship as a present legal reality and as that
which will be eschatologically demonstrated in their resurrection. He shows not only that
the creation longs for the revealing of God’s sons but that this revealing takes place when
believers’ bodies are redeemed. But why does creation long for the resurrection of
individuals? What does the eschatological demonstration of such legal realities have to
do with the cosmos? Paul declares that the creation longs for the resurrection of
believers—the revealing of the sons of God—Dbecause when God’s sons are revealed,
believers are conformed to Christ’s image, and their justification is manifested in glory;
then the created order itself “will be free from its bondage to decay and obtain the
freedom of the glory of the children of God” (Rom 8:21). Thus, the restoration of the

cosmos is dependent on the manifestation of the justification of those who are sons of

' As the NT speaks of believers legally becoming sons of God, it utilizes the imagery of
adoption instead of appointment (e.g., Rom 8:23; Eph 1:5). This is perhaps why Gaffin, for example,
speaks of Christ’s appointment as his adoption. However, it is most accurate to speak of Christ’s
appointment as son in terms of appointment and simply to note that when this reality comes to those who
are united with Christ by faith, it is expressed in the language of adoption.
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Christ through faith in Christ.

Conclusion

This chapter has demonstrated that the charge that penal substitution makes the
resurrection unnecessary is unfounded. Rather, it is the fact that Christ dies under the
condemnation of God that demands the resurrection. If believers are justified via their
union with Christ, then they must be united with one who has himself been delivered
from condemnation and declared righteous. This is what happens in Jesus’ resurrection.
Furthermore, just as Jesus’ justification involved both a legal sentence and an
eschatological demonstration of that sentence in resurrection, so believers receive the
legal sentence of justification in this life and will also know the manifestation of that
sentence in their resurrection. This is necessary both because it follows the pattern of
Christ’s justification and is demanded by the logic of Romans 5:12-21, wherein just as
the sin of one led to a verdict of condemnation manifested in the reign of death, so the
righteousness of one led to a sentence of justification manifested in a reign of life.
Finally, just as believers’ justification involves a legal sentence in the present and
demonstration in the resurrection, so their adoption as sons is a present reality that awaits
its manifestation at the resurrection. Because believers are united with one who was
appointed as son of God by his resurrection, they too will be revealed as sons of God on
that day when the full privileges of sonship are restored and the creation itself is set free

from its bondage to decay (Rom 8:21).



CHAPTER 6

SUMMARY AND CONCLUSIONS

What do individuals in the courtroom have to do with the transformation of the
created order? This question sums up Joel Green’s charge that penal substitution cannot
account for God’s purpose in restoring the created order, and it is that challenge that this
study has attempted to address.! In the end, this study suggests that individuals in the
courtroom have much to do with the redemption of the cosmos, for it is only when the
justification of individuals is manifested in their resurrection that the created order will
experience the freedom of the glory of the sons of God. Thus, an understanding of the
atonement that focuses on individuals, forensic judgment, and the moment of justification
is no obstacle to God’s purpose of restoring creation but a necessary and foundational
element in God’s work of cosmic redemption. But arriving at this conclusion has

required multiple steps.

Summary

The opening chapter showed the landscape of the debate before revealing the

'Green writes, “The prevailing model of the atonement, focused as it is on the individual, on a
forensic judgment, and on the moment of justification, is an obstacle to a thoroughgoing soteriology
oriented toward holiness of life. That is, an exaggerated focus on an objective atonement and on salvation
as transaction undermines any emphasis on salvation as transformation, and it obscures the . . .
cosmological dimensions of salvation. If the purpose of God will be actualized in the restoration of all
things, then how is this purpose served by a theory of penal substitutionary atonement?” Joel B. Green,
“Must We Imagine the Atonement in Penal Substitutionary Terms? Questions, Caveats, and a Plea,” in The
Atonement Debate: Papers from the London Symposium on the Theology of the Atonement, ed. David
Hilborn, Justin Thacker, and Derek Tidball (Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 2008), 166.
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challenge this study has sought to answer. That chapter also revealed the thesis of this
study, namely, that penal substitution is necessary for the renewal of the creation because
cosmic restoration is dependent upon the removal of condemnation from individuals and
those same individuals receiving a verdict of justification, which is demonstrated in their
resurrection.

Chapter 2 focused on diagnosing the problem with the created order. As noted
there, unless there is agreement on the problem there is little hope that individuals will
agree on a solution. This chapter revealed that the created order is held in bondage to the
reign of death that is itself a manifestation of the condemnation that has come to all
humanity in Adam. Therefore, if the creation is to be freed from the tyranny of death’s
reign, the sentence of condemnation underlying that reign must be removed from
individuals.

Chapter 3 then noted a point of disagreement among numerous opponents and
proponents of penal substitution concerning their doctrine of God and the manner in
which he governs the world. This chapter showed that a number of opponents of penal
substitution understand divine righteousness as merely God’s covenant faithfulness while
excluding any notion of retribution. Furthermore, they understand divine wrath as those
consequences of human sin which come within God’s ordered world and not an
externally-imposed punishment from God on individuals. These two presuppositions
exclude the need for penal substitution. Therefore, even if individuals believe that the
diagnosis of chapter 2 is accurate, they will see no need for God to punish his Son in the

place of sinners in order to uphold his divine justice and justify believers.
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Addressing these definitional differences was, therefore, necessary before
moving to the biblical description of how God removed the sentence of condemnation
from individuals. A biblical and theological survey ultimately showed that righteousness
includes the notion of retribution and that wrath includes externally-imposed punishment.
Therefore, although justice includes covenant faithfulness and wrath is sometimes
manifested in the consequences of human choices and actions (as well as God giving
someone over to his or her sin), to limit these concepts to such understandings is
reductionistic and unbiblical. This conclusion, then, highlighted the need for God to
remove condemnation from individuals while upholding his justice in punishing the
guilty for their sins. That is, this chapter revealed both the need and seeming
impossibility of removing condemnation from individuals—that which underlies
creation’s plight.

Chapter 4 showed the sufficiency of penal substitution in achieving the end of
God removing condemnation while upholding divine justice. This chapter noted once
more that the elements required to address condemnation justly are the very elements that
make up the concept of penal substitution. The claim of penal substitution is that the
Father, in love, sent his Son so that he might take the place of sinners in bearing the
penalty of divine wrath so that God might satisfy his justice and justify those who have
faith in Christ. However, this chapter also noted that penal substitution is not simply
logically sufficient but biblically supported. This was revealed through an examination
of four texts: Romans 3:25-26; 8:3; 2 Corinthians 5:21; and Galatians 3:13. Each of

these texts was ultimately shown to teach and affirm penal substitution. In this chapter,
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then, came the affirmation that penal substitution is necessary for justly removing
condemnation from individuals and is the teaching of Scripture.

Finally, chapter 5 addressed some remaining problems and brought the
argument to its end. This chapter first showed the connection between penal substitution
and the resurrection of Christ by arguing that penal substitution demands the resurrection.
The reason for this is because individuals are united with Christ by faith so that what is
true him is true of them as well. Therefore, if Christ dies and is not raised, then they are
united with one who is still under the condemnation of God in the grave. The
resurrection of Christ, however, reveals his justification. And because Christ is justified
through his resurrection, believers are justified by faith in the crucified and risen Lord.
He is raised for our justification (Rom 4:25).

This chapter also revealed the connection between the legal and declarative act
of justification and the resurrection of individuals by showing that the justification of
individuals in this life necessarily leads to their resurrection. This piece in the argument
addressed Green’s proposed dichotomy between an atonement model that focused on a
forensic judgment, the justification of individuals, and the transformation of the cosmos.
The argument was shown in two ways. First, it was revealed through the argument of
Romans 5:12-21. There, Paul argues that just as death is an inevitable manifestation of
condemnation, so life is the inevitable manifestation of justification. Therefore, it is
impossible for believers to be justified in this life and never experience the manifestation
of that legal sentence in resurrection life. Second, it was shown through Christ’s own
resurrection. That is, if believers are united with Christ by faith so that what he does and

receives in determinative for them, then just as Christ received a legal sentence of
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justification that was manifested in his resurrection to life so believers will receive the
same. Thus, the justification of believers involves both a “judicial declaration” in this life
and an “eschatological demonstration™ of that sentence in their resurrection.’

This chapter then concluded by showing why the resurrection of individuals
brings about the redemption of creation. This answer, too, was tied to a legal reality that
transpired in Christ’s resurrection, namely, his appointment as “son of God.” And
because Christ was appointed “son of God” via his resurrection, so the resurrection of
believers will reveal their sonship and the restoration of the full privileges thereof so that
the created order itself will then be free to enjoy the glory that it once knew under the
reign of God’s son, Adam, and will know again under the reign of all of God’s sons,

believers.

An Area of Further Study
This study has revealed the foundational importance of penal substitution in
God’s purpose in restoring the created order. Along the way, it has been noted that most
proponents of penal substitution do not think it merely as one model of Christ’s atoning
work but as the foundation and heart of the atonement. It is perhaps this affirmation that
has led Travis and Green, for example, to speak against those who might think the
atonement is “exclusively” a work of penal substitution or ignore that there are other

facets to Christ’s atoning work.> The audience to whom Green and Travis address such a

?As noted previously, these terms have been taken from Lane G. Tipton, “Union with Christ
and Justification,” in Justified in Christ: God’s Plan for Us in Justification, ed. K. Scott Oliphant (Fearn,
Scotland: Christian Focus, 2007), 30.

’See Stephen H. Travis, Christ and the Judgement of God: The Limits of Divine Retribution in
New Testament Thought (Peabody, MA: Hendrickson, 2008), 186, 199. Again, Green speaks even more
strongly, writing, “Paul uses an almost inexhaustible series of metaphors to represent the significance of
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correction, however, is unclear, for none of the prominent defenders of penal substitution
has dismissed the truth that there are multiple facets to Christ’s atoning work. None of
them has held that the atonement is exclusively an act of penal substitution.

That this attack continues to be heralded, however, highlights the need for
response. One such response should come in the form of an argument illustrating how
penal substitution is necessary for all the other facets of Christ’s atoning work. That is, it
needs to be shown exactly how penal substitution lies at the center of Christ’s atoning
work and produces the other effects of the cross. Such a task would need to include a
biblical examination of texts and theological argumentation to show the connection
between penal substitution and other biblical facets of the atonement while also revealing
why these other aspects could not exist were it not for Christ paying the penalty for

sinners as their substitute.

Conclusion
“We treasure tradition not by servile adherence to it, but by, as it were, sitting
on the shoulders of fathers and elder brothers who were giants indeed, and thus do we
hope to be granted the grace of seeing even further and ever more clearly.” So began
Henri Blocher in his work on original sin. It reflects Blocher’s appreciation of those who
have studied before him, a realization of his dependence on them, and an understanding

that one should be humbled to get to add a small piece to the argument that has been

Jesus’ death, and penal substitution (at least as popularly defined) is not one of them.” John T. Carroll and
Joel B. Green, The Death of Jesus in Early Christianity (Peabody, MA: Hendrickson, 1995), 263.

*Henri Blocher, Original Sin: Illuminating the Riddle, NSBT, vol. 5 (Downers Grove, IL:
InterVarsity, 1997), 13.
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forged through the writings of these precious saints. It is in hopes of mirroring this
sentiment that this study has been written. Amid the attacks against penal substitution
and the myriad of answers to those charges, this study will certainly not be the final word
in defending this precious doctrine. Nor should it be, since each arising challenge against
penal substitution needs to be answered. May the Lord grant the grace, however, to allow
this study to serve as an answer for one challenge to this central tenant of the Christian

faith.
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ABSTRACT
THE COURTROOM AND THE CREATED ORDER:

HOW PENAL SUBSTITUTION BRINGS
ABOUT NEW CREATION

Lee Daniel Tankersley, Ph.D.
The Southern Baptist Theological Seminary, 2010
Chair: Dr. Stephen J. Wellum

This dissertation argues that penal substitutionary atonement is necessary for
transformation of the created order. This assertion answers the charge that an atonement
model that deals with forensic judgments, the moment of justification, and a focus on the
individual serves as an obstacle to God’s purpose of restoring even the created order
itself.

Chapter 1 examines the current setting of the debate, illustrating the need for
this charge to be answered. This chapter also lays out the thesis as well as the
methodology of the dissertation.

Chapter 2 asks the question, “What is wrong with the created order?” This
chapter demonstrates that the plight of creation is that it is held in bondage to a reign of
death which is itself a manifestation of the legal verdict of condemnation that has come to
individuals in Adam.

Chapter 3 demonstrates that the reason numerous evangelicals deny penal

substitution is because of a faulty understanding of the nature of God. This chapter

argues that God’s righteousness is broader than covenant faithfulness, that it includes an



element of retribution, that it is intrinsic to God, and that God’s wrath includes his
personal inflicting of punishment upon the sinner. After examining God’s nature, this
chapter ends by noting the necessity and difficulty of removing condemnation from
individuals.

Chapter 4 illustrates how penal substitutionary atonement accounts for the
removal of condemnation from individuals in a manner that is in accord with God’s
righteousness. This chapter also shows the biblical support for penal substitution through
an examination of Romans 3:25-26; 8:3; 2 Corinthians 5:21; and Galatians 3:13.

Chapter 5 demonstrates that far from making the resurrection of Christ
unnecessary, penal substitution demands the resurrection because Christ dies as the
condemned one on behalf of sinners. The reason the resurrection is necessary, then, is
because it serves as and manifests Christ’s justification. Furthermore, because Christ’s
resurrection serves as his legal justification and appointment as son as well as an
eschatological demonstration of these legal realities, so believers legal verdict of
justification and adoption as sons necessitates a demonstration of these realities in their
resurrection, wherein they will be revealed as God’s sons. At this time, the created order
will be restored.

Chapter 6 summarizes the argument of the first five chapters, notes an area of
possibility for further study, and provides a brief note of conclusion. This chapter
concludes that far from obscuring God’s cosomological purposes, penal substitution is

required for the redemption of the created order.
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