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tasks required should be generally simple. The goal of each homework assignment is to 

provoke thought about the next week's topic. For example, the homework for the first 

week revolves around spiritual gifts. The students are required to read 1 Corinthians 12 

and to answer the following questions: 

1. To what is the church compared in this passage (VVo 12-17)? 

2. Who determined that each of us would become a part of this church (v. 18)? 

3. What spiritual gifts are mentioned in this passage (vv. 10, 28-30)? With which gift or 
gifts do you identify? 

The second week's homework was designed to prepare the students for week 

three's topic: Leaders in the Bible. The students were asked to read the following 

passages: Matthew 4: 1 0; 6:24; 20:26-38; and Philippians 2:5-11. They also had to 

answer the following questions: 

1. What should be the attitude of a servant/leader of God? What should be his or her 
attitude toward others? Toward hislher responsibilities? 

2. How could you serve God better? 

3. What does a servant/leader need to do so that he does not get burnt out in the tasks 
that the Lord gives him? 

Each class requires homework similar to what is mentioned above for the first 

two weeks of class. In addition, the students are asked to apply the information they are 

learning by preparing a worship service and a Bible study during the corresponding 

weeks. For the worship service, for example, the students must choose the songs to be 

sung and the Bible passages to be read. They also must choose who will pray and who 

will take up the offering, etc. Later, these planned services should be used in an actual 

worship service. The homework's practical nature allows the student to demonstrate the 

knowledge gained even as the class continues. 
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This type of practical training gives the students the tools they need to be 

confident in participating in the ministry of the local Hispanic congregation. While the 

different topics tackled would be common in any leadership training course, the classes 

will be taught in such a way that makes the information relevant to Hispanics. First, the 

pedagogical insights mentioned at the beginning of this chapter should be taken into 

account by the teacher. He or she should be attentive to the method of delivery of class 

information. For example, the teacher should not rely only on lectures to present the 

information. In the Hispanic context, this style of teaching only serves to reiterate the 

authority of the teacher as someone who cannot be questioned. Instead, the teacher of 

this course should use roleplaying, class discussions, and other interactive methods of 

teaching that will allow the students to think critically about the subject at hand. 

The interactive methods mentioned above will also be helpful to the Hispanic 

learner who is field-dependent. The field-dependent student processes information by 

interacting with his or her peers and is usually more emotionally responsive than non

field dependent students. Roleplaying, in particular, during the class will allow the 

Hispanic student to engage in a more wholistic engagement of the material that will be 

the most beneficial way of learning. 

In addition, the practical nature oftms course gives the minister the 

opportunity to observe if any of the students have the teachable spirit, servant attitude, 

flexibility, team orientation, willingness and other characteristics that were mentioned 

above as attributes of a promising mentee. This time of observation will allow for the 

teacher to become acquainted with the student in a teaching atmosphere and will 

hopefully lead to more successful mentoring relationships. 
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Formal Education for Clergy 

The value of church-based training, both through training programs and the 

process ofmentoring, is immeasurable. The fonnal education of the clergy, however, is 

of utmost importance for the Hispanic church in the United States as well. The most 

common ways of obtaining this fonnal education is through Bible institutes and 

seminaries. 

Model Programs 

In this section I will suggest two programs, one for a Bible institute and one for 

an accredited seminary. Both of these programs are currently being used. After 

providing the details of the programs, I will provide an evaluation of them. 

Bible institute. Recently, representatives from the Latino community and 

from the Kentucky Baptist Convention decided to develop a Bible institute for 

Hispanics. 116 The goal of the institute is to train leaders for the many church plants in 

Kentucky that are without pastors, as well as to train those pastors who now lead 

churches but who do not have any type offonnal training. The institute's promotional 

brochure says, "In our Hispanic churches there is a tremendous need for trained leaders. 

The purpose of the Instituto Biblico Bautista Hispano is to help Christians to get the 

116The original task force designated with the task of developing the institute 
was Grundy Janes, representative from the Kentucky Baptist Convention; Carlos De la 
Barra, North American Mission Board Hispanic missionary; Jesus Pacheco, North 
American Mission Board Hispanic missionary; Cristina De la Barra, Latina leader in the 
state's Women's Missionary Union; Ray Van Camp, representative of a local Baptist 
association that participates in Hispanic church planting, and myself. 
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training they need to minister in Hispanic churches around the state ofKentucky.,,]]7 

While the curriculum development of this institute is still in review, the 

Instituto B{blico Bautista Hispano is functioning in two locations in the state of Kentucky 

with a total of approximately thirty-five students during its first three months of 

operation. The institute is a practical model that could be used with only slight variations 

in many different parts ofthe country. 

Philosophically, this suggested model bases its structure on training Hispanic 

leaders in three areas: biblical and doctrinal knowledge, practical application, and 

spiritual formation. Accomplishing this task requires choosing appropriate professors 

and setting a relevant course curriculum. While it is better when the professors are 

Latinos, all professors must be able to teach in Spanish and to be involved in Hispanic 

ministry in this country. They should also have at least a Bible college degree. 

In this model seven classes comprise the year of study in the institute. I 18 The 

first class is a study skills class. The intention of this class is to prepare all students with 

the study skills necessary to have a successful experience in the Bible institute, regardless 

of their prior educational attainment. Students who lack basic reading and writing skills 

in Spanish will be required to take an additional remedial course prior to continuation in 

the program. 

117"Instituto Biblico Bautista Hispano," unpublished pamphlet. This text is 
written in English in the bilingual brochure. 

I I 8 Each class of the institute requires twenty class hours. Course fees should 
be kept to a minimum. A suggested price for each course is $25 plus the cost of 
textbooks. 

A second, more advanced year of study can be developed for the next year. An 
institute certificate should be received after completion of the first year of study. If an 
institute decides to have an additional year of study, a diploma will be given to the 
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To fulfill the philosophy regarding providing biblical and doctrinal knowledge, 

Old Testament, New Testament and theology should be included in the curriculum. In 

regard to practical application, a course on evangelism and missions should be a 

component of the curriculum to help students develop those disciplines within their local 

church. As a part of the missions component, the professor may focus on denominational 

structures of supporting missions so that these leaders will develop churches that continue 

the denominational programs. Other practical classes include an elective on either 

preaching or worship and a church planting course. 

The last class of the institute is entitled Personal Development of the Leader. 

The purpose of this class is to foment spiritual formation by teaching the student how to 

continue growing in their spiritual walk. This course will also serve as an exit class and 

will include a component on practical knowledge related to doing Hispanic ministry in 

h· 119 t IS country. 

In summary, those desiring to begin a Bible institute should take Emilio 

Nunez' advice and decide what the primary goal of the school will be. Next, those 

organizing the institute should design its curriculum to reflect this primary goal. Finally, 

the schedule and the cost of the institute should be determined based on the target student 

population's needs. The model above attempts to meet each of these objectives. 

Seminary program. I mentioned above that The Southern Baptist Theological 

Seminary has developed a Master of Divinity program for Hispanics. While this program 

is still struggling, it is an ideal model for seminaries to consider. The three primary 

students who complete both years of study. 

1l9For course descriptions, see Appendix 2. 
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benefits of this program are vital. First, all classes are taught completely in Spanish. 

Second, it does not compromise the quality, accredited education for Hispanics that can 

only be offered through accredited seminaries. Third, this program focuses upon the 

needs and the issues of the Hispanic community that the Latino pastor will confront. 

This program combines both the theory of theological application with the 

practical application. It is an identical curriculum to what the school already offers for 

other students, but this program is no mere translation of the English language 

curriculum. The primary difference between this program and others offered by the 

school is that the Maestria en Divinidades para Hispanos (Master of Divinity for 

Hispanics) focuses the content of courses on the realities of Hispanic ministry in the 

United States. The Hispanic students receive the same quality, accredited education as 

their counterparts, but with application to the Hispanic context. 

The program is offered in one-week intensive courses in January and July. 

This schedule was designed so that Hispanic ministers could continue to minister in their 

local setting without moving to the campus. The National Survey of Hispanic 

Theological Education revealed that "Forty-five percent of the men and 54 percent of the 

women indicated that they were not interested in pursuing a degree if they would be 

required to move to another city."J20 

At the current time, no financial aid is available to the students because they 

are not taking the required number of hours to be considered full-time students. 121 

120Hemandez and Davis, "The National Survey of Hispanic Theological 
Education," 54. 

121The school requires that all students be full-time in order to receive financial 
aid. 



156 

Eventually, the goal is to build the program so that students take three courses in both 

sessions, thus qualifying them for financial aid as full-time students and further easing the 

financial constraints of formal education. 

While the courses are not taught by Latinos, they are taught by faculty 

experienced in ministry in Latin America and Hispanic ministry in the United States. 122 

All faculty speak Spanish fluently with little-to-no accent and have the credentials 

necessary for teaching in an accredited, master-level program. The 91-hour program is as 

follows: 

Introduction to Old Testament I and II 
Introduction to New Testament I and II 
Beginning Hebrew 
Beginning Greek 
Syntax and Exegesis of either Hebrew or Greek 
Introduction to the History of the Church I and II 
Systematic Theology I, II, and III 
Introduction to Christian Philosophy 
Christian Ethics 
Leadership in Intercultural Contexts or Intercultural Communication 
Personal Evangelism 
Introduction to Missiology 
Introduction to Evangelism and Church Growth 
World Religions elective 
Church and Society elective 
Ministry of Proclamation 
Preaching Practicum 
F ormation of the Minister 
Pastoral Counseling elective 
Supervised Ministry Experience 
Five Directed Vocational Electives 
Two free electives. 

The positive aspect of this curriculum is that it provides the student with a solid 

122Qualified Latino professors will eventually be used as visiting professors for 
some courses. In the meantime, God has brought several professors to Southern 
Seminary who have a great amount of experience ministering cross-culturally in the Latin 
American and United States' Hispanic context. 
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biblical background while not neglecting the practical components of ministry. On the 

other hand, it is an extremely long program to be undertaken when only eighteen hours 

can be taken in a year. 123 At this rate, it would take just over five years to complete the 

program. 

In order to offer more classes, the school should consider offering internet 

courses or other innovative delivery types of education. The National Survey of Hispanic 

Theological Education revealed that "accredited electronic classrooms drew a very high 

response rate (97 percent) in the Pentecostal sample, the Baptists (81 percent), non-

denominational respondents (80 percent), and Seventh-day Adventists (79 percent). 124 

According to this survey, Hispanic theological education offered through innovative 

delivery systems would have great success. 

Offering more classes, either on campus or through an alternative delivery 

method, would help the students finish their degree more quickly, but it would also allow 

the students to qualify for financial aid. In addition, all institutions seeking to provide 

Hispanic theological training should consider developing scholarship programs 

specifically for Hispanics. 

In regard to the curriculum, the program should contemplate the addition of 

more social ministry and pastoral counseling courses since these are two areas in which 

Hispanics desire further training. According to The National Survey of Hispanic 

123 At this time, the school is not offering eighteen hours in this program but 
that is its goal in the future. One suggestion for the future is to consider offering a Master 
of Arts degree that will provide adequate preparation with the option of continuing study 
in the future to complete a Master of Divinity degree. 

124Hernandez and Davis, "The National Survey of Hispanic Theological 
Education," 57-58. 
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Theological Education, "Eighty-seven percent of the Pentecostal respondents, 73 percent 

ofthe Baptists, and 70 percent of both mainline Protestant and non-denominational 

respondents were interested in further social service training." In chapter three of this 

dissertation the need for social ministry was explained; now, Hispanic leaders want to 

know how to do it. In regard to pastoral counseling courses, "nearly all the Pentecostals 

(94 percent), and most of the Baptists (86 percent) showed interest in pastoral counseling 

training. ,,125 These two areas are great needs within the Hispanic context. 

While this program is not perfect, it is indeed unique and should be considered 

a model for other A TS schools. At the present time it may take as long as five years to 

complete the program, but at the end of those five years, the student will have an 

accredited Master of Divinity degree and will have been taught to minister specifically in 

the Hispanic context ofthe United States 

Conclusion 

The future of the Hispanic church will be determined by the quality of its 

leaders. These leaders must be trained to do what God has called them to do. This 

training could, and should, take place at all levels. Informally, the local pastor and local 

congregation can train laity and potential leaders through mentoring and practical training 

programs. The Hispanic clergy will need additional training in more formal settings, 

such as Bible institutes and accredited seminaries. These programs should focus on a 

specific goal, match their curriculum to that goal, and provide flexible training for 

125Ibid., 53. 
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Hispanic pastors that they can afford. Because of the sheer size ofthe Hispanic 

population, Hispanic churches will have a growing impact on both the sacred and secular 

contexts ofthe United States. The type of impact will depend on the leaders of these 

churches. Alex Montoya says, 

The future of our Hispanic churches will lie in the hands of these men who are 
not afraid to suffer, who will not mind the pain, ridicule, and deprivation of the 
Christian ministry. It is not a place for "soft, sissy men." God will raise up men 
acquainted with sorrow, suffering, and grief. Upon these the gospel mantel will fall. 
They and women like them will build the churches oftomorrow. May God make us 
all equal to the task 126 

The Hispanic church in the United States needs leaders who are trained to be ministers, to 

be denominational workers, and to be biblical scholars. Hopefully, many institutes and 

seminaries will take up this challenge to provide culturally appropriate programs that are 

of the highest caliber. 

126Alex D. Montoya, Hispanic Ministry in North America (Grand Rapids: 
Zondervan, 1987), 134. 



CHAPTERS 

CONCLUSION 

The previous chapters of this dissertation have set forth a missiological 

response to the emergent Latino population in the United States. The response includes 

church planting, social ministry, and leadership development. Each of these components 

can be implemented in any area of the country where Hispanics are found, whether it be 

in a historically-Hispanic area such as California or Texas, or in a pioneer Hispanic area 

like North Carolina or Arkansas. Given that the Hispanic population in the United States 

is growing at an unprecedented rate, Christians must act now to plant strong, healthy 

churches to minister to the Latinos that God has brought to our doorstep. In this 

concluding chapter, I will summarize the findings of the previous chapters and then 

outline some suggestions for further research. 

Summary 

Chapter 1 of this dissertation explored the demographic data and cultural 

information related to the burgeoning Hispanic population. The statistics of this chapter 

served as a springboard for chapters two, three, and four. 

Chapter 2 put forth the hypothesis that, because the Hispanic population is 

growing so rapidly, more Hispanic churches need to be planted. In this chapter, I 

explored the current state of the Hispanic church, what types of churches need to be 

planted, and who needs to plant these churches. Following these discussions, I presented 

160 
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certain impediments to Hispanic church planting, such as bilingualism, multi-nationalism, 

and education. 

In chapter 3, I stated that social ministry is a valuable tool for church planting 

within the Hispanic culture. The necessity to participate in social ministry is due, in part, 

to the communal nature of Hispanics. They are concerned about the needs of others and 

believe the church should be as well. In addition, Latinos, as a whole, have more social 

needs than their white counterparts, thus making social ministry a genuine necessity for 

them. 

Social ministry should not be based solely on the needs of the persons 

however. In this chapter, I also examined some ofthe biblical evidence supporting the 

Christian's responsibility in this area and provided a historical perspective on how the 

church has viewed social ministry during the last century. The church must evangelize, 

and it must do social ministry. 

Chapter 4 stated that leadership development must be the third prong of the 

missiological response to the emergent Latino population. Currently, there is a dearth of 

Hispanic pastors to minister to the existing congregations in this country. If more 

churches need to be planted, as is posited in chapter two, more leaders must be trained. 

They must, however, be trained well, and they must be trained to minister in a culturally 

appropriate manner. 

Suggestions for Further Research 

Several additional areas of further research are related to the missiological 

response to the emergent Hispanic population. Since the Hispanic church, in general, is 

yet to come into its own, additional research could help the church deal with the issues it 
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faces. Suggestions for further investigation include a study of the need for a network of 

Hispanic Bible institutes, a study of the relationships between Hispanic churches and 

their denominations, a study of the role of women in the Hispanic church, a study of the 

theology of the Hispanic church, and a study on how to minister to Hispanic youth in this 

country. 

Network of Hispanic Bible Institutes 

First, I would like to suggest that further research be done regarding the 

Hispanic Bible institutes that currently exist. No comprehensive list exists ofthese 

independent educational institutions that are providing a majority of the training for 

Hispanic pastors. Some questions that should be answered regarding these institutes are: 

Where are the centers located? What is the age group of the majority of the students? 

What type of theology is being taught in these centers? In regard to curriculum, is there a 

prevailing emphasis on the practical aspects of ministry or on the theoretical nature of 

ministry? Does any spiritual formation take place, or is the institute strictly an academic 

setting? What is the educational background of the teachers and directors? Last, what 

organizations govern the Bible institute? 

Following the research into the current institutes, I suggest that a network be 

created by which these centers of education could relate to each other and perhaps even 

improve what is currently being achieved by these institutes. I I am not suggesting that 

IElizabeth Conde-Frazier briefly mentions the need for a network of Hispanic 
Bible institutes as well in the conclusion to her dissertation. See Elizabeth Conde
Frazier, "A Case Study of Two Hispanic Bible Institutes in Massachusetts: Their 
Mission, Educational Philosophy and Pedagogy" (Ph.D. diss., Boston College, 1998). 
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this network should serve in any regulatory fashion or as any type of accrediting agency? 

The network could serve, however, as a resource for the institutes. Conferences, for 

example, could be formed where the institute directors and teachers would be introduced 

to new educational and cultural research affecting the Hispanic population. This network 

would benefit the institutes and would provide the opportunity for further research into 

different aspects of these community-based educational bodies. 

Denominational Relations 

Because many denominations are maintaining their numbers due to the 

increase in Hispanic churches, it would be interesting to study how these denominations 

are relating to their Hispanic constituents. Are there Latino denominational staff 

members, and what are their responsibilities? Does the denomination recognize the 

importance of ministering to Hispanics or is it viewed as a "side ministry"? Are 

Hispanics incorporated in the mainstream of the denomination or are they separated? An 

additional important question is does the Hispanic church have a vested interest in its 

denomination? Is there anything about remaining in the denomination that benefits the 

Hispanic church? 

In addition, further research should be conducted to determine what will 

happen if Latinos feel underrepresented in their current denominations. Will they leave 

2The Association for Biblical Higher Education already exists for those 
institutes that are seeking accreditation. This accrediting organization was formerly 
known as the Accrediting Association of Bible Colleges (AABC). For further 
information, see "Association for Biblical Higher Education" [on-line]; accessed 13 April 
2005; available from http://abhe.gospelcom.netlindex.html; Internet. 
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the denominations and form Latino denominations?3 Will they simply withdraw, either 

silently or vocally, from the current denomination and continue to minister as 

independent churches? The answer to these questions may determine how denominations 

will function in this country in the future. 

These questions, and others like them, should provoke thoughtful responses 

from the denominations found in the United States. At the current time, denominations 

seem to be reticent to allow Hispanics to have much influence over any area except their 

respective Hispanic departments. As Gonzalez says, "Our promotional materials boast of 

the churches that are growing overseas among people of other cultures and races. But 

when mission involves bringing different people into our fold, right here at home, things 

are different.,,4 

The Hispanic church in this country will continue to grow in influence. 

Denominations will do well to seek the input of Latinos at every level of their 

denominational structures. Building relationships directly with Hispanics and 

incorporating their insights into the backbone of the denomination may be a solution to 

keeping Hispanic churches within each denomination. 

The Role of Women 

Because of the machismo that exists in the Hispanic culture, it would be easy to 

assume that women are not allowed much opportunity to minister in the Hispanic 

3For example, some Hispanics within the Southern Baptist Convention have 
suggested at the last two annual conventions that the Hispanic churches withdraw from 
the denomination. 

4Justo Gonzalez, Santa Biblia: The Bible through Hispanic Eyes (Nashville: 
Abingdon, 1996), 54. Italics in the original 
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church.5 My experience is, however, that the opposite is true. In the churches in which I 

have served, both in this country and in Latin America, women have been given the 

opportunity to teach and serve in various capacities. In certain denominations such as the 

Assemblies of God, female pastors are also accepted within the Hispanic church. 

Given that Hispanic women are serving in various roles within the Hispanic 

church, it would be interesting to study this occurrence from a cultural perspective. Are 

the women really respected by Latino men? Ifthey are, what is the basis ofthe respect? 

Is it due to the female having more education, or is it due to the woman simply being in a 

place of authority? Would a man in the same position receive more, less, or the same 

respect? 

In regard to this cultural phenomenon, it would also be intriguing to see how 

these women manage their other duties as wives and mothers. The Hispanic culture, in 

general, places great importance on the family, and the wife is usually responsible for 

maintaining the familial equilibrium.6 Does this characteristic change when a woman has 

a place of authority in the church? 

Last, I would like to suggest that further research be done related to the roles of 

women in the Hispanic church from a biblical perspective. Many of the Hispanic female 

scholars in the church are writing from a feminist perspective.7 In addition, the women 

5For more information on machismo (chauvinism), see the discussions in 
chapters one and four of this dissertation. 

6See the discussion of the family (fa familia) in chapter one of this dissertation. 

7See, for example, Ada Maria Isasi-Diaz, En fa Lucha: A Hispanic Women's 
Liberation Theology (Minneapolis: Fortress Press, 1993), and Ada Maria Isasi-Diaz and 
Yolanda Tarango, Hispanic Women: Prophetic Voice in the Church (San Francisco: 
Harper and Row, 1988). Ada Maria Isasi-Diaz reveals her feminist goals in the preface 
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ofthe Hispanic church in the United States are being influenced by the secular feminist 

culture of this country. This influence, coupled with feminist theology, could potentially 

weaken the Hispanic church in this country. The Hispanic church, like other churches, 

must struggle with this issue and come to a biblical conclusion on the matter. 

The Theology of the Hispanic Church 

Because of the lack oftheologically-trained leaders in the Hispanic church of 

the United States, it is possible that the theology being practiced in these churches is 

somewhat simplistic. To understand the current state of the Hispanic church, I would like 

to suggest that further research be carried out regarding the theology being taught in the 

church and practiced by its members. 

Once an investigation has been completed regarding the current theology of the 

Hispanic church in this country, I would like to suggest, furthermore, that research be 

conducted regarding the development of a biblical theology that reflects a Hispanic 

perspective. I am not suggesting that the Bible's meaning is determined by the culture of 

the person reading it. I would simply like to posit the idea that the viewpoint of a 

theological system could be variable while the same historical doctrine is maintained. 

For example, Justo Gonzalez suggests that the Hispanic immigrant reads the 

Bible in such a way that God's promises regarding the protection of the foreigner become 

to En fa Lucha. She says, "I hope the mujerista [Latina feminist] theology's method and 
insistence on the validity and importance of Latinas' religious understandings and 
practices will impact not only theology but also the churches and, through them, society" 
(xii). 
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take on a special meaning in the Hispanic's view ofGod.8 The theology does not change 

because the Hispanic recognizes that it is God who makes the promise. The difference is 

that one of God's attributes, the protection of the foreigner, has taken on a particular 

significance for the Hispanic, based on his cultural background. 

Other biblical stories that the Hispanic immigrant could read with a different 

perspective include Joseph who "like so many [Hispanics] did not have a very clear idea 

why he was in Egypt.,,9 In addition, the story of Ruth and Naomi can take on a slightly 

different significance when read through the eyes of a Latino. This story is ''the story of 

a woman who becomes an alien for the sake of her husband, and another woman who 

becomes an alien for the sake of her mother-in-law. It is the story of belonging in the 

midst of not belonging. It is, in short, a story of exile and alienness."JO This type of 

emphasis is not usually found in theology textbooks that are written from an Anglo 

perspective. 

In addition to Gonzalez, other Hispanic authors have also made this call to 

deVelop a Hispanic theology. Some oftheir ideas, however, would not be acceptable to 

the majority of the evangelical church because they rely upon various components of 

liberation theology.ll The validity of a biblical theology from a Hispanic perspective, 

8Gonzalez, Santa Biblia, 94-96. 

9Ibid., 96. 

JOIbid. 

lISee, for example, Allan Figueroa Deck, Frontiers of Hispanic Theology in 
the United States (Maryknoll, NY: Orbis Books, 1992); Ana Maria Diaz-Stevens and 
Anthony M. Stevens-Arroyo, Recognizing the Latino Resurgence in US. Religion 
(Boulder, CO: Westview Press, 1998); and Miguel A. De La Torre and Edwin David 
Aponte, Introducing Latinola Theologies (Maryknoll, NY: Orbis Books, 2001). This last 
book provides an ample annotated bibliography of books related to the development of a 
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therefore, needs to be further investigated before the Hispanic theology of these authors 

pervades the Hispanic church in this country with potentially erroneous concepts. 

Ministry to Hispanic Youth 

The Hispanic popUlation in this country is relatively young compared to the 

general population. 12 This characteristic of the population means that churches must 

have an active youth ministry to reach over one-third ofthe Hispanic population. To 

accomplish this task, Hispanic churches must deal, first, with the issue of bilingualism. 

Will the Hispanic church become bilingual in order to minister to the second and third 

generations of Hispanics? How will the Hispanic church help these youth deal with the 

issues that come with being bicultural? 

Further investigatIon must be conducted into how churches are reaching the 

Hispanic youth and what more could be done. The church may need to consider offering 

separate services for the second and third generations. At the same time, the Hispanic 

church must mentor these youth in how to minister within the Hispanic community so 

that the Hispanic churches will not be without ministers in the next generation. More 

investigation should be done to explore the ways the church can accommodate the needs 

of these youth while helping them maintain their cultural heritage. 

The church must also address the issue of the thousands of youth that come to 

this country to work. Many of the undocumented immigrants are below the age of 

eighteen, and they are away from home for the first time. The church must learn to 

Hispanic theology. 

12Melissa Therrien and Roberto R. Ramirez, "The Hispanic Population in the 
United States" (Washington, DC: U.S. Census Bureau, 2001). The Hispanic population 
consists of35.7 percent under the age of eighteen compared to 23.5 percent ofthe white 
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become the familia for these youth while they are away from home. The church can offer 

guidance into the cultural labyrinth of this country and at the same time teach these 

young newcomers the biblical precepts that should guide their lives. To accomplish this 

task, however, further investigation should be carried out to explore the needs of this 

special group of youth. 

Conclusion 

In conclusion, these suggestions for further research have a particular amount 

of urgency behind them. The Hispanic church continues to grow and will also continue 

to grow in influence. It will surely impact the Hispanic population, but it also has the 

potential to have an effect on the entire culture on this country. It is imperative, 

therefore, that this church be a healthy, vibrant church that successfully reaches the 

Latino community for Christ and positively influences the way oflife for all persons in 

this country. 

population. 



APPENDIX 1 

CURSO DE LIDERAZGO 

Teaching Outlines for Weeks 4-11 

Semana4: 
Como Estudiar la Biblia 

Tarea Preparativa: 
LecturaBiblica: 2 Timoteo 3:16-17; Sa1mo 119:1-6, 105-112, 169-176 
Preguntas: 
1. Por que un lider necesita estudiar la Pa1abra de Dios? 
2. Explica 10 que significa las siguientes frases en 2 Timoteo 3: 16. 

La Biblia es util ... 
Para enseiiar: 
Para redargiiir: 
Para corregir: 
Para instruir enjusticia: 

3. Memoriza Salmo 119:105, 114. Escribe los versiculos abajo. 

Metas para la clase: 
• Que los estudiantes aprendan que el aprender es una disciplina que lleva toda la 

vida. 
• Que los estudiantes aprendan la importancia de estudiar la Biblia fuera de la 

iglesia. 

Semanas 5 Y 6: 
Adoracion: Como Dirigir un Culto 

Tarea Preparativa: 
Lectura Biblica: Exodo 15: 1-21 
Preguntas: 
1. Hay una diferencia entre "alabanza" y "adoraci6n?" Explica tu respuesta. 
2. Cucil es el rol de la persona quien dirige el culto? 
3. CuA1es son algunos elementos que se deb en incluir en un culto de 
alabanzaladoraci6n? 
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Metas para fa clase: 
e Que los estudiantes examinen los elementos y las emoeiones que se involueren en 

un eulto. 
e Que los estudiantes aprendan a elegir eaneiones que ayuden a la eongregaeion a 

adorar aDios. 
e Que los estudiantes aprendan a buscar la excelencia en preparar cultos. 

Para fa sernana 6, los estudiantes planificarim un culto que dernuestre que hayan 
aprendido como preparar un culto edificante. Este culto debe ser irnplementado en una 
iglesia durante el curso de liderazgo. 

Semanas 7 Y 8 
Como Preparar un Estudio Biblico 

Tarea Preparativa: 
Lectura Biblica: EI pasaje elegido por el estudiante para contestar la primera 

pregunta abajo. 
Preguntas: 1. Cmil seria un pasaje biblico sobre el eual te gustaria prepara un 

estudio biblieo? 
2. CuMes son tres preguntas que tengas aeerca de ese pasaje? 
3. Cual es el tema mas importante de ese pasaje? 

Metas para la clase: 
e Que los estudiantes asimilen los diferentes elementos de la preparacion de un 

estudio biblico: elegir el pasaje, estudiar el pasaje, elegir el objetivo; presentar la 
informacion. 

e Que los estudiantes demuestren que saben preparar un estudio biblieo con 
apertura, metodos apropriados, y una clausura que selle el aprendizaje. 

Para semana 8, los estudiantes prepararim un estudio biblico que incluye todos los 
elementos ensefiados en la clase. Este estudio debe ser usado en una clase actual de 
estudio biblico durante el curso de liderazgo. 

Semana 9 
Evangelismo 

Tarea Preparativa: 
Lectura Biblica: Hechos 8:26-40 
Preguntas: 1. Quien inieio el eneuentro entre Felipe y el eunuco? (v. 26) 

2. Como empezo Felipe cuando Ie explieo al eunuco acerca de Dios? 
3. CuMes son tus temores en cuanto a compartir Cristo con otros? 
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Metas para fa clase: 
• Que los estudiantes se den cuenta que la obra de evangelismo es de Dios, no de 

los seres humanos. 
.. Que los estudiantes aprendan que el evangelismo es una responsabilidad de todo 

creyente. 

Semanas lOy 11 
Metodos de Evangelismo 

Tarea Preparativa: 
Lectura Biblica: Hechos 2:14-42 
Preguntas: 1. Cuai es mas importante: evangelizar a traves de tu vida 0 

evangelizar habfando de Jesus con las personas? 
2. Que debe ser el enfoque de la visitacion? Que se debe lograr? 
3. Como hubieras preferido que te evangelizaran? 

Metas para fa clase: 
.. Que los estudiantes aprendan que hay varios metodos de evangelizar. 
.. Que los estudiantes aprendan a tomar en cuenta las necesidades y el "lugar" 

espiritual en determinar cuil metodo deben de usar. 
.. Que los estudiantes exploren varios de los metodos presentados en la clase para 

agregados a sus herramientas de evangelizacion. 

En fa semana 11 los estudiantes tendran la oportunidad de practicar 10 que han 
aprendido acerca del evangelismo. Ef profesor debe determinar d6nde seria un buen 
lugar para hacer evangelismo en su area. 



Study Skills 

APPENDIX 2 

COURSE DESCRIPTIONS FOR 
MODEL BIBLE INSTITUTE 

This course will be an introductory course to the types of study skills institute students 
will need in order to complete the program. Students who lack basic skills in Spanish 
will be required to take an additional remedial Spanish Language class. 

New Testament Survey 
The New Testament class is a survey of all books ofthe New Testament. Students 
should become familiar with the central themes, author, and key passages of each book. 
Attention will also be given to how the New Testament relates to the entire canon ofthe 
Bible. 

Old Testament Survey 
The Old Testament class is a survey of all books of the Old Testaments. Students should 
become familiar with the central themes, authors, and key passages of each book. 
Attention will also be given to how the promises God made to the chosen people of Israel 
relate to the New Testament church of today. 

Evangelism and Missions 
This class will explore the biblical rationale for doing evangelism and missions. It will 
also provide tools for doing evangelism and opportunities to practice evangelistic 
methods and techniques. The missions component of this class will include specific 
information regarding the Cooperative Program and the special missions offerings (Lottie 
Moon, Annie Armstrong, Eliza Broadus). 

Theology 
This class will cover basic instruction in the systematic theology categories oftheology 
proper, christology, hamartiaology, soteriology, and pneumatology. In addition, the 
theology course should include specific emphasis on Baptist doctrines of the faith using 
the Baptist Faith and Message. 
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Elective 
Students will choose to take one of the following classes: Preaching, Worship 
Leadership, or Church Planting. The preaching class will study various methods of 
sermon delivery and will provide opportunities for students to present sennons they have 
prepared. The worship leadership class will examine how to prepare relevant and 
expressive worship services that are also biblically acceptable. Topics to explore will 
include the use of song in the Bible and the use of prayer in the Bible and how to apply 
these to worship in the Hispanic context. The content of the church planting course will 
be based on the Basic Training for Church Planters course designed and published by the 
North American Mission Board. 

Personal Development of the Leader 
This course will specifically train the leader in spiritual growth and how to conduct 
himself in different social environments and ministerial contexts in the United States. In 
regard to spiritual fonnation, the student will be encouraged to develop a personal plan 
for continued growth in the future. In addition, the class will include topics such as 
sexual education, personal presentation, stewardship of family finances, as well as other 
relevant subjects. 
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ABSTRACT 

A MISSIOLOGICAL RESPONSE TO THE EMERGENT LATINO 
POPULATION IN THE UNITED STATES 

Twyla Kay Hernandez, Ph.D. 
The Southern Baptist Theological Seminary, 2005 
Chairperson: Dr. Charles E. Lawless, Jr. 

This dissertation examines the need for a three-pronged missiological response 

to the emergent Latino population in the United States. Chapter 1 introduces the need for 

a missiological response to the Latino population in the United States. It begins with a 

history ofthe Hispanic presence in this country, including an in-depth look at the present 

population configuration. This chapter also examines the cultural idiosyncrasies of 

Latinos. 

Chapter 2 begins with the explanation of the primary response to the Latino 

population in the United States: church planting. Both the biblical basis for church 

planting and the demographic need for more Hispanic churches in the country are 

examined. The chapter also identifies the problems of planting churches and provides an 

effective model for church planting among the Hispanics ofthe United States. 

Chapters 3 and 4 are complementary to the church planting chapter. Chapter 3 

delineates the need for social ministry as a part of church planting in the Hispanic 

context. In an effort to avoid social ministry for social ministry's sake alone, the chapter 

begins with a biblical basis for social ministry. The discussion continues with an 



examination of different perspectives on the subject. The chapter includes a discussion of 

how the Hispanic church can biblically participate in social ministry while, at the same 

time, avoiding becoming a mere social agency. The chapter concludes with suggestions 

for the types of ministry needed by the Hispanic community. 

Chapter 4 discusses leadership development, the third part of the proposed 

missiological response. The premise is that for healthy churches to develop from the 

needed Hispanic church plants, leaders must be trained to minister in them. Attention, 

therefore, is given to the types of leadership development needed to develop a healthy 

Hispanic church model. The discussion includes effective models of leadership 

development for both the laity and clergy. Model programs are recommended for 

church-based programs and for formal education. 

Chapter 5 draws the three elements of the proposed missiological response to a 

proper conclusion. The chapter also includes suggestions for further research in this area. 
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