


ADVERTISEMENT.

A F- Reverend William Rogers:in
&_J Second Street, Twa Doors a-
bove Vine-Street, may be had the
 Hflory of the Baptyt's mn New=England,
“1ft. Vol: by the Reverend Mr. Bac-
kus; and a Pamphlpt by the fame Au-
thor, fhewing, that ¢ policy as well
¢ as honefty forbids the ufe of fecu-
¢ lar force in religious affairs ” Like-
wife may be had of Mr. Rogers, and
Mr. Robert Aitken, Bookfeller in Mar-
ket-Street, Three Doors above the

Coffee-Houle, the Baptyft Confeffion of

Faith and Church Dyczplme Alfo of
Mr. Aitken may be had, Dr. Croxall’s
Fables, Art of Speaking, the Bap-
tit and other Catechifms, Watt’s
Pf{alms and Hymns, New-Teftament,
Dilworth’s Spelling Books, New-
England Primers, &c. &c.
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v FRIENDS and BreT HREN' ; P v
R TYHAT we are under the neceffity of pxe{'eﬁmfg
" .to you and the/world the following Narrativey
gives us pain. . As a Church we have been the
fub]eﬂ* of much convexfanon, and-are fully convinceds
that'it is a duty which we owe ourfelves as well:as othersy
tolay before you! a fhort detail of thofe proceedings;
which, we have reafon to believe, will réceive ;the
approbauon of ‘ALLy who pnofcfs to know the truth,
as it isind Jefus. . o o : 3t Yornolaag
We mention with real forrow that, for fcvqral years
paft; we have been déftitute of a fixed miniftry among
ws, 1. Our-.dependance for fupplying the pulpitihas
chiefly been on thofe, who are fertled in ‘the' adjacent
churches, and fuch as occaﬁonallyi in|the courfe of
their travels, vifit: this city. © Of the latter number is
Mz Elhanan Winchefter, = native of Maflachufet’s Bayy
New England; who, the beginbing lof \October laft,
came as'a Meflenger from the #arren -Aflociation to
eur’s, which was then nigh at hand.) -Many of ouy
members having, previous: to this, repeatedly heard:
bim preach, - not the leaft fufpicion exifted but that he
continued an advocate for that Jaithy, which we look
upon, as the faith once delivered to the Saints.. . Ac=
cordingly, at a meeting for bufinefs; the gth of faid
month, it was agreed to ufe our beft endeavours to
prevail on him to ftay, and preach for us a limited
time. In two or three days after this, the Reverend
Oliver Hart arrived in town from South Carolina
a3 we
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dangerots a fentimént, By no mieans to promulgate it
as it was totally repugnant to our principles: He
acknowledged his holding the feritiment, but promlfed
' he would not a&vance it in public, without the church’s
approbatlon. Contrary to their expe&amon, and Ais
verbal engagement, he not long after, at different
times and fundry places, fpake openly and explxg:tly
thereupon, to the grief of fome and injury of others,
as numbers can teftify. Matters began now to wear a
ferious appearancé; we were reduced to the fad di-
lemma of cither declaring as a people, agaﬁnﬁ: Mr.
‘Winchefter and his principles, or, by remalmng filent,
give the whole chriftian world fufficient reafon to deem
us an apoffate church. The glory 'of God, and the
good of Zion, fpeedily determined our choice, Pur-
fuant therefore to our refolution, the whole affair was
introduced on March the 5th, (our monthly meeting
day.) * Much debanng enfued the church got divided;
when, finding nothing fatisfactory could be done, the
following proteft was fuddenly drawn up, and entered
"dn our church regifter for thofe to fign, who were
anxious to preferve their ancient fyftem---

“ Whereas, the doérine of the univerfal reftoration
of bad men and angels, in the fulleft extent, has, for
a confiderable time, privately, and of late more pub-
lickly, been introduced among us, and is now openly
avowed by fome of the members, to the great diforder
and confufion of our church, and wounding the hearts
of many of the brethren, contrary to our Confeflion of
Faith.---WE, whofe names are under written, do, in
the moft folemn manner, from real conviétion of duty,

feriouﬂy
* Immediately upon this acknowledgment, had we 1eﬁc&ed on our
own difcipline, we [hould have forbid his pndLhmg any more among us,

noththftandmg his promifes; but, without fuitable confideration, he
was flill permi itted to occupy our pulpn
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ferwuﬂy prdte{’c againft the fame, as' a’ moft dangerous
herefy.” (blgmed by ﬁxtyafevm, and othem\ daxly
expedted:) - : "
' Mr. Winchefter’s adherents bemg ratbar the mofk
numerous, Gut-voted us on a motion now made, viz.
that of appointing a'committee to wait on and inform
him, that he could not, with any propriety, be admitted
to prcach amy more for us, on account of his departure
from our adopted' Confeffion of Faith.. The protefters,
confcious 'of ‘having truth and juftice on their fide,
viewed themfelves as authorized to aé? independent of
this new made party. © Confequently, after the church
was difmifled,’ two of our brethren were nominated tol
call upon Mr. Winchefter, ‘make him acquainted with
our protefty ‘aflign the ‘reafons, ‘and requeft ‘him to'
defift preaching any longer m our pulpit. . Two days
having elapfed,” they 1eportcd, that they had failed
feeing Mr. Winchefter, though they had, for that
purpofe, been at his lodgings twice, and, after the fieft
time, left word for Aim to be at home againft the fecond.
They then wrote and tranfmitted him the following
l:ettcr.“ SIR,?-V . Philadelphia, March 7th, 1781.
¢ THE do&rine of the univerfal reftoration of bad
men and angels from hell, was confidered and protefted
againft, at our meeting for bufinefs, on Monday laft,
by a large number of members---We have itin charge
from themito inform you, that it is their requeft, that
you decline preaching any more in our meeting houfe,
on account of your holding and publifhing the faid
do@trine---We waited on you both laft evening and this
evening, for this purpofe, but did not meet with you.
We are, Sir, your obedient fervants, '

““ N. B. We will wait on you in a few days, Thomas Shields.

and pay you what may be Lommg toyou, on o

behalf of the church.” Fohn M¢Kim.
Defirous
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; Defirous undoubtedly of manifefting 2 fingular flight
and contempt towards the aggricved part of the church,
be veturned this letter unopened. The keys,z of the
meeting houfe being, through a fpecialyinfiance of
Providence, in our cuftody, were demanded. from us

* by,our opponents, hut we refufed to.deliver them upj
hereupon they broke open, and toek forcible pofleflion
of our place of worfhip. Thishappencd on Thur(day,
March the 8th.  Regardlefs: of ‘the confufion, Mr,
Wiachefter. preached that evening; and the enfuing
Sabbath, had the prefuimption to adminifter the Lord’s
fopper. An alteration ofcthe original .lock, and
procuring - a zew key, has hitherto enabled them, to
maintain theiv illegal tenurg, ~which, froma variety of
circumftances, -we are, fem‘ﬁb}p, can.bé% but of [ho;rt
duration, . el o abidamg A
~Such harfh pr oceedmgs, on tqur ,ﬁ,qi:e,x dxcL 1394:
obftrué our intendéd propofals for. reconciliation on
Jju? principles 5 a committee of 'five were chofeny to
be ready upon the: thorteft notice; ‘. To. explain oun
conduét,  obviate difficulties, and to take whatever
meafures might be deemed expedient for reclaiming
thofe who had g'on“é‘aut of the way, and compromifing
the difference.” - On- thefe heads nothing Wasidone‘,‘ a5
“they difcovered no difpofition to' meet us.

The i profpect of peace -and harmony ftill ,gettmg
~ removed, to a greater diftance, and our fituation be-
coming more and more difagreeable, it was judged beft
to invite fome of our neighbouring minifters to pay us
1v1ﬁt, that we might obtain the benefit of. their counfel.
Pusfuant to rcqueft, the following gentlemen gratified
us with their prefencey. at our general church meeting,
on Mondays April the 2d, viz. Revd.. Meflys. Oliver
Hart, Samuel Jones, Joleph Powell, David Jones,

ke - 8, Williamy
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/A little while after this, purfuant cdrecommendfahon,
all thofe, who dénied fo' ‘dangerous an bl’rq/_'y, withdrew
to the gallery “6f ‘the meeting hoife; the ‘others res
tnained below fidirs; ‘the’ divifion  was ‘nearly’ ~eq{1a1,
The protefters having notw a favourable opportunity,
2fked advice of the mmlﬁens prcfent, who, 'after con=
falting together, concluded it beft for us to (motiony
that a committee fhould -be’ ¢hofen by each party,’ to
meet in conjundtion with #hems at nine o’clock the next
morning, with a view of dcwﬁng fuch’ meafures, as
might prove adequate towards fettling the difference.
The propofal being made, was unanimoufly adopted.
The committee chofen on behalf of the protefters,
were Samuel Miles, Efq; Rev. William Rogers, Tho-
mas Shields; John MKim and David Bowen; by 'the
oppofite party, Meflts. John Drinker, Edward Mid-
dleton, Ezekiel Merriam, Griffith Levering and John
Conneley—--who were inftru&ed to report their pro-
ceedings to the church the next evening.

The refpe€tive committees having met with: the
minifters, at the appointed hour, fell inftantly into their
ufual mode of debating; they then, without a diffenting
voice, agreed to leave the miniflers by themfelves, 'in
order for their advifing with ‘each other, and giving
their opinion on the fubjett of difference in writing.
The 'committées being called in, the following was
read, and delivered them, viz.

¢ Philadelphia, 3d April, 1%781.

e WE, the fubfcribers, being called upon by the
Baptift church in this place, to give our advice and
counfel to a committee, chofen by the contending
parties in faid church, refpecting what may be beft to
be done in their prefent unhappy fituation, are of
gpinion, that the Confeflion of Faith adepted by the

Baptift
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Baptift Churches'of the Affociation; “ufually meeting
annually at Philadelphia, contains a fummary of gofpel
‘truths received byl usy as°a denomination of Chriftians:
That the doétrine of the univer/al refforation of bad men
and'angels from helly is @ fundamental deviation from
the above articles of Faith: That thofe of the faid
church, who have adopted the faid error, have de=
‘parted from the Sfoundation principles of the Baptift
focietys and, That THosE of the faid church; who
have PROTESTED againit the above erroneous doc-
triné, ARE THE BaprisT CHURCH IN. THIS PLACE.

«¢ And whereas, My. Elhanan Winéhefter did yefter=
day, before the church, and in‘our prefence, dekrow=
ledge his holding ‘the ‘above mentioned errory HE
ovecuT, therefore, to be pisMissep from farther
fervices in this church; and we ‘alfo recommend to
‘them, to feek othér fupplies without delay, as the moft
probable means of ‘reftoring peace and order in the
chureh, d I Signed, Oliver ‘Hart,

IO LR e - Samuel Fones.
- David Jones. " -
William Van Horne,
Fohn Boggs’*

The committee, on behalf of the protefters, were
for adopting this advice, and recommending it to the
church for that purpofe, as the only plan of union.
The committee, for the oppofite party, objected there-
unto: However, in the evening, at our adjourned
general meeting, the whole was read; when, to our
no {mall furprize, Mr. Winchefter’s adherents affeced

* The Rev. Mr. Powell’s name not appearing here, was owing to his
nece/Jary abfence on public bufinefs. Previons to his leaving town, he fent
us a letter,. tetifying his hearty approbation of what had been done, and
concluding with a declaration of his being determined to “ countenance,

encourage and fupport us, to the utmoft of his power as the regular
Baptift Church of Philadelphia.” ? :
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have already, in' that ‘capacity, tranfacted fuch bufinefs
as came before us, and mean, through divine afliftanee,
o perfcvmg{he‘rein We dol not!indulge:the leaft
doubt, but thatall of you, without exception, will,
after perufingithis authentic velation, - readily acquiefce
in:what we have done, and accordingly determine to
fbuutenance and encourage usy as'much as in you lies:
As a teftimony that you do really fympathize with us,
in our diftrefled an much m§myed fitiation, we ear-
n,\eﬁly entreat for an Entercﬁ; in youn‘pra,ycgs, «at ;h@
throne of grace, .« | At SEnoisitod)
That there thould be any gcc‘aﬁon for our adﬁx;pﬂ‘ing
you’ in this publw mannef, on {o melancholy afubjgi’c
is/ caufe of. much f(mww; but % regard fox} yonr ﬁ;}d
Iﬁ Our ﬁﬂer churches, thle‘ughont tbe Umtcd
States, will find fufficient- ‘inducement to be upon their

guard, leaft they may be deccived. as we have been,

by encouraging a Man, w119£¢-; defign has inv,aniahlj
been to fubvert the fouls of ;our people, under the

external appearance and profeiﬁen of ! /upgrabaund,z'ng
meeknefs and love. Eph ive 14+, 1 Tim. iv. 1, .

2 Retiiiic 1y Dy 7% : g

2dly. All other chuﬁlan focwtles Gf every denomm—
ation will, in confequence of thls neceflary publication,
be fully convinced, that, as BapTisTs, we, by no
means, acknowledge Elbanan Winchefter as a preacher
of our order, but hold #4im forth, as a notorious
deviator from the' leading doctrines of the Gofpel---
otherwife we might, with too much reafon, be liable to
continual refleétion, and have #no body to blame but
ourfelves.

Throughout this performance, we have carefully
avoided faying any thing argumentatively againft the
do&rine of univerfal refioration itfelf: As a Church,

we
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