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MEMBERSHIP STILL ~ 'CLI..M'BIN(f· 

Membership Report . ..•...... 1~0 
(As of NoUembar · 15 , 1971) · 

' . . 

1lNNUAL DUES -- - '--- - =- - - .:.. '-..- -$ · 2. 50 
(Personal and Institutional) 

LIFE MEMBERSHIP _:_ __ "' :.._ ·.;. _:.. $25. O() 
(Personal, and' Institutional-) 

·' . 

Send membership appl-ications to 
addr·ess givan above. · · 

ADDITIONAL MEMBERS 

BAUGHN, IMONLEE '· - ·' · 
CLARK , FORREST S. 
RAY" L.C. 
WILLIAMS~ C. FINLEY 

ENCOURA~E YOUR CHURCH AND MEMBERS 
TO TAKE OUT AN ANNUAL OR A LIFE 
MEMBERSHI-P IN THE KENTUCKY BAP­
TIST HISTORICAL SOCIETY. 

IS IT TIME TO RENEvl? . Has the· re ­
newal- time a~rived for your an­
nual dues to to the soci~t~? Ch­
eok your records _to be1 sur~. 
===================~============ 

Now Available 
" THE DI RECTORY OF SOUTHERN BAP ­

. TIST CHURCHES ': 
$6 . 00 

Order ·fro'm the Church Literature 
Services of the Sunday SchO'·ol· 
Boar4; 127 Hin th Av~nue, North ~ 
Nashville , Tennessee, )7203 
( Not avriilable .i~ Baptist Book 

Stores) 

. M.EUBERS OF .. 
KENTUCKY DAPYIST HISTORICAL COMM. 

. TE RM S ENDING : l972 
Sb~thwestern Re k ion : -· 

Hall Allen, P a du~ah 

Central Resion ~ ; 
William D ~ Mirtin, Fern Creek 

S t at e· At · La r g e : 
Ge~rge R~ Jewell , Louisville · 

TERMS ENDING 1973 
Soath . Central R e gio~ . . 

David Jester, Campbellsville · 
Southern Region : 

Don Neat, Bowling Green 
Northeastern R e g ion ~ 

Adrian L. Lampkin, Grayson 

TERMS ENDI NG 1974 
fJestern Region ~ 

· Nendell B. Rone , Sr., Owensboro 
Nort:h ·C ~ ntral R~ g i.on ~ 

William Tolman , Lexington 
Southeastern Relion ; 

· Francis R . Walters ~ Jr. , 
Uanch e ster 

PERt-11\NE UT .H EHB.E-R S 
Leo T. Cr~smon, · Curat~r of Collec­

tion ~ Lou~sville . 
W. Morgan Patterson, Membe~. of S BC 

Historical Commission, Louisvil ­
le 

Martin and Lampkin .will · ·fill out 
unexpired terms -cif ·oihers. ~one, 
Tolman, and Walters re~eived new 
~hr~e~year terms recently · . a~ ,the 
·K..B.C-. in Lexington • . All ,of us are 
glad to serve Kentucky Faptists. 
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THE KENTUCKY BAPTIST HISTORICAL COMMIS.SION , 

74 
-· 

presents 
•.· · ··; '" ..... .. . . ., __ ,.. . . . ,· 

Series C : Porttaits of Former State Secre~arie~~of ~he ; donventi~n -

. ·• 
Calvin Miles Tho~pson 

.. • I ., . 

General Secretary-treasurer, General Associiiio~ ~f ~jptists in 
i(e n tuck y ~ 19 21- 3 8 • .. , 

· <·· . . ·.' . 
. . , .. 

Wendell H. Rone, Presiding 

T: e dnesday, November 10, 1971 - 9 ~ lq a_.m. 4u~.~-I).g ~_th~E!- · 134 -th An~ual , .· . 
· '·~ et~ng of tne·-Ke-n·'t··u'cky .. · ·Bat>t .is~ · Cqrivent"ion caivary Bap~ist Church' 

exiJngton t . K_ent·ucky. · · · .-
'; • :: • ~: I ' •• 

.. , 

' 

The follo.~~:ing .iri_i:>:n-ograph· appears in the Encyclopedia of S·out.b.'e.rn 
Baptists , Vol • . II~ - p_age-:1415 ·, · .· · 

• • ' : • . ' I 
~ .' : 

THOHPSON, CALVIN MILES ~ SR .• . (b ·~ · Uuskip.g'.um' c·ount.y, Ohi,o, .Nov.l9, 
H~6-6 ; d. · ·Philadelphia, _ Pa. ,'July 19, '.1944 .. ) _ • . : . J,as _~.or and. Kentucky 
Baptist leader • .. lTh~i'e · he · was a boy$ · his father ·i.\nd mother, . 
Charles k~nd· Sarah Thompson~ tnoved .to _ Lo~isyi~le, _. Ky .,, ~h.ere 
Thompson at tend e.~ Louisv~lle Hale H'igh School . . T,h:e .. t-Jalnut S~reet · -
Church lic~nsed hi• to · pteach Feb. 4, 1835, and . ~rd~ined hi~ June 
24, 1888. As · assistant: pastor to Thomas ':J.'.re.adwell ,Ea,ton at 'l-lal­
nu:t : st:·reet Church,-. beg;t.nnin'g' . in 1885, Thotnpson. ~ed · 'in · ·the· ~stab­
lishment of the . ' 1 Br·. · Street liission, which soon became .Th.ird .Avenup 
l.l aptist Churc·h ·: · · t-Jhile-' assistant to Eaton, he attended Southe.rp. · ·. 
Baptist Theologic~l S~~itiaty~ r~cei~ing the Th.B and Th.~. : d~~~e~s 
the latter; in 189 8. ' . , .. .. , · . . ·· , _; · 

Thompson ~ hel~ s~prt pastorates in Clayton, N.Y~~ and Clarksburg 9 

loLVa., aftet ·' l-lhich he : becamE? pa,stor of Por _tla~d Avenue . Baptist · ·. · 
Church, . Loui~ville, · in 1?95, and of . : J)~pt ist . Tabern-acle, f.ouisville 
the ' ' followirt8 year~ · ' · · ' . · · · . · · .. · · 

After se~ving ior f~o year~ as ed:i.~br of the Wcst~in Rec~rd~r . 
and pl1esideni · of : thi:i Baptist ·. BQok Concern, 1907--09, Thompson be~ 
came past9r ~~ - · t1~st · B~p~iqi __ Church 2 Hopkinsvi~le , Ky.~ whe~e - he .· 
remaitled · ~ight years. During · 'tlis la~ er : . t.~o.;.;year ··pa·s tarat¢ · ~t . : · : 
First •:Sap t; is t Church , . . Winchester, Ky ~: , h~ was ~le-~ ted correspon-d ·· · 
ins secretar~ __ of ~en~u~ky BaptJsts. ser~i~g 192~~~8~ . T~9m~~~n . . . 
was fuoderato~ of tb~ G~neral .Associatidri '6f B~pt~s.t~ t~ :Kentu~ky, 
1911-13, and chairman ' of ~he : board ' 'of · truste~s "of Betfi;e·:i; Uoman's 
College 'while in ' the · pas'tqtat.e ·at Hopkinsvii.le ~ - • . . · . . 

' · He married· Clara . Belle Motrison, Dec·. 27, 1888_,· . and . th~y had 
six children i one · of whom Ca:lvin Hiles Thompson,- · Jr.-, :is· a napti c t 
minister. · 

--Geo~ge Raleigh ~ew~l~ 
. I 

0~ th~ : six · disting~ished childr2n five ~re . yet · living. Miss 
Helen •Thompson : lives ·at 427 E.Park Avenue, Lo.tiisville, Kentucky 
4Q-208, · a rgtired French teacher at the fo'rmer ' Girls ·H-igh Sc.hool · and 
Manual T-r.'ain'ing · High School · in Lo.uisville. Clara Belle fs Hrs. 
William Chambers Powell , 4312 Chestnut Street~ Philadelphia, Pa., 
19104, a journalist for several magazines~ principally Saturday 

- -- -~ ----
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Eveni-ng : Post, Ladies .Home Journal ~n.d wo·man's J?ay. · T.he Rev.Dr.Calvin 
Hiles Thompsqn, . . Jr., . lives ~-t .130 Beverly R,oad ~ $yra~us;,:-New Yor~, 
1320.7.: He ,,._as pasto.r o·f th.c . T)e'lawere Street Bapt.is·t ·church· in Sy..:. _ 
racuse frir 3,7. year~, ~retiring i'n September 1970 ~ 'to be'come Direct~r· 
of Reli'gious. Actiyities for State lJSYP, , _over '-rhi.ch sta-tion he bad · 
broadcast "11eetin·g :at the Cross Ro~ds H f _or 36 ye'ars. He has one 
daughter, 'Mrs. ·Edwin (Hefen Ruth) Tay1or, 86' Oxford Road, ·Nel-rton Cefi ~ 
ter, ~1ass., 02154 who is the mother of three children. Hill'-'"l'hompson , 
jour.nali~t, {d,ec,eased) is survived by Mrs. Thompson '-1ho lives at 50 
! 1idl~n.d_ Aye .~, Berwyq. , . Pa., 19312 and ' a : son, Hill . Thompson II, eng .in-· 
c er!l._ 311 Coun,tr_y· R~ad, ·.:s .en>Yyn, P.a. ,; 1,,9 '3.12. · J ·ohn· Uorriso-n _Thompson; 
.1 retired Phi'ladefpli.ia la\l'yer, liv,es during _ tl)e 'su:mmer· at Box 221, 
J rigant..in"i,N.J., .08203. a:nd during: the \-linter at 63'B.Ogd'.eti· St. ;Jekyll 
". ~':l,.a~d , . deorgia - ~1526,~ and . h.is dau~gh,te. r , :_._Mrs. R i<;_hard E. (Ctara: l1ar-
~~ ret) Kle;Lnmann~ 4028 Locust St , _, Phil~detph.ia · . ·. Pa. ) 19104. 
· ,Scott; Th.ompson, 'whose address ia ._P.O.Box 1707, Titus.ville; Flori.d : 
~ ~ 780, is a ietir~d engineer~ · ~ . 

Be.c ·ause._of di,stances and · h ·e.a~lt'h~ it {s . not anticip.ated that any 
of the children will be present for this _presentation cere~ony, but 
recently lle'len ,Thompson, Clara .B.elle P.owell ~ apd dal.vin . M~les· T.homp­
son visited the Ken.tucky Baptist ,B,uilding and admi~;ed the portrait 
of th£ir £ .ather. L~tters f~p• all the childr~n have been received 
expressing appreciation · for. the ·conve'ntia'n in honoring thei'r illus ... 

trious father. 

Presentation of Portrait~~ First Vice-President, 
-Haro~d Wainscott 

Acceptance of the Po.rtrait 'by . . Harold l-Jainscott on behalf of the 
Conventiono · l 

Prayer of Ap~recia~i~n for ~ur B~ptis~ iea~~r•h{p · arid h~r~tag~. 
' ·. · · · · · · ~Wendel·! H. Ron;e, Sr ~ · 

- --11 - --

KENTUCKY BAPTIST~ S .F.I'F'l'H 
ASSOCIATION 

. BRACKEN 

Bracken Associatiori \<TaS 'the fifth . constituted ·in l~entucky. :u~ss ·~ 
en g ~rs . fro~ eigh~ chur~hes w!th five hundred and thirty-nine member s 
met _at the Bracken Hee~ing Houslil near the . pi"esent site of Minerva, 
in ~ason County. on Saturday~ Ma~ _ tsi · 1799, and formed the B~ack~n 
Association. A sermon was preached by the ' venerable David Thomas. 
James Turner, was chosen moderator, and. Donald Holmes s Clerk. Five 
of the _eight churches which werit . intb the organization had been 
dismiss~d from the klkhot~ Ass~6i~tio~ for t~is purpos~. These were 
Hashington, Hays Lick, Bracken·; · later called · Hinerva, .. Stone Lick, 
and Locust Creek. The illustrious . Lewis Craig, who moved to Madi~6n · 
County~ from South Elkh6tn Chd~~l:i - jrt 179i~ wa~ rei?rded as the fath c : 
of this Association. Other rninist~rs were David Thomas and Philip 
Drak e. William Wood, the pioneer preacher in Mason County, had been 
excluded by the Washington Church, the year before the Association 
\<1as ·c6nstituted. · · · · · · ·· · ·- ·· · 

I· ~ • . . 
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At the meeting of the Asso~iation in th~ fall of 1799, follewi~g 

its · prganiza t ion in Nay , . there -· were :. J1irie : chur~hes "' with six' hundred · 
·mambers repprted. O~ly one hund-red thirty.:nine ba]:'i:tllsms - ~~ ·re rii!- _ 
p0rt ed a~ _ .. the - ~esl)l.t Q~ .: die 1'Greai ·Revival 11 of ' 1801..:2 ·but in .13-05, 
tbere w~~e ~i~ete~~ c~urches with one thous~rid e{ght hundie~ and 
s:bi:ty-f_iv_e .members, . l!:rGm this time ·t -here ·Ja's Cc?ntin\Jed agi~llti,~n · 
over -~lavet'y, -which resulted in - the loss of_ seve·ral churches ~o ~ th.e 
E~ancipation Uovement •. : · · ' '. · _· _ 

.I < ~ • 

It{ l8l2;-;- f(ftef!n -ehu~ches reporte-a to ' 'tli'e Ass·ociatfon about six 
hu·nd.red mem:bers. _So• -discouraging was the sttuati_on, the qu_estion . 
was ~aised as .to the.- propriety of . dissol~in~ - t~e Asso~iqtion. About 
thai tim~ &~d'er t-1a1ter Ward-er came .·to .he ·:pastor at Uays L:fck, and 
of othe'r · 'churches _ in the· bounds of_ 'the Ass.ocia.ti.ori. B.y .. the year 1821 ~ 
t he · .m.umber of- the , churches had inc'teas·ed · to seventeen with. 1522 mem ­
~ et ~ ~ btit ' Alexander C•m~h~ll app~ared on the scene; an( cau~ed . ~rest 
~ i s tl)rbance . in the cburches. In 1831, after th e separation , fro~ Mr ; 
c am~be11 ~ ~ di~cip1es sixteen churchaa re~ained ' with o~ly 890 mem­
b ers • . Jn la~e~ . 292 . bapt~sms were r~~~rted ~ an~ ~- i~ 184!, there we~e 
si~teen chutches with 1723 members~ · In 1862 th~ chur~hes numbered 
twEmty . ..:.&-ix - - .~.d t .h 25 7 5 members, but -about one thous'and of _t:.he-se- ~-1ere .. 
cOiQred, _who were :dismissed · at the clos'e· of tlte -'civel ·war._ : Th-e. · 
Associatio'n_ :w.as c.ompo_sed -of _twenty•t:ive · chu~cbeo in : 186Cl"._w.tt:h ··) .S23 -. 
memb~rEL . .; . · · · · · ' ·, . . · ·. 

Masters, 
___ ....... . A History of_ Raptists in 

Kentucky,, p .• 6.9_ • .. . , " . , 

. ' . . .. . , 
. • , · I 

THE FRONTIER BAPTIST .PREACHER A_ND __ tliE-
-, .. .. : FRONTIER BAPTIST CHURCH ·- . . ,. 

·.:. ! 

The typica~ Bap.tist .preacher of the early fron_~ie~ .came -from - the . 
ranks of . t;h~ - peo.pZ.e .• :among whom he lived and · to whom he preached. -
He was a farmer :- and worked , on his Zand five or si:;: days each week, 
except when ·he 'was caZled upon to hold week - day meetings or funerals. 
He preached on Sunday and not infrequently during the week. He gen­
erally was without much education; fpr not only was there little opp­
ortunity for him to obtain ·an educ~tition, but there was a deep-seated 
prejudice against educated and sat'aried preachers. 

uThe experience of early VittrJ'-{ni,..O. Baptists in being taxed for 
the support of irreligious -and viqious . cZepgymen, w~ose onty re­
c.ommendat-i-an was ._ that: they · h'ad l'·ec~ived - _ a . unf.J.Jersi ty education_, 
fed them . to look wit-h suspici'on 'upon: the -1;.f.ghZ.y educated. and to 
p'Pef9r a ministry from the ·l'ankf> .. of_ the peop ~e ear"!-ing a support 
by foZ. .Zowing secular· pursuits. ,,, 1 _ -_ · _ .. , _ _ -

:' ,. : 

Th~ prejud~~e againat - an · eaua~ted ~~d J j~t~~ied ~inistry was not 
peculiar~ · ho~~~e»~ to th~ eaPZy ~~~nt~i~ ~ but ~prevaiZed generally 
thvqJ,J,gJ:!o~t -the de.nomination in ·, tf~e . eaistfj -y~a_i's of the n~net~enth -
century. :; ___ . , _ :'· ,_. . :· -. _ _. . - . · ._ .. . - -_ . . ;- . 

Some '{;f the eait.Zy frontiei' - Bapt~·s't . pre·ci,c:'hdrs d{d~ howtJVe.r., .receiv e 
sorrre suppor.t~ _At. the meeting 0'/ :the _ E~kh,orn_ Associati.o·n ~~f -l<entuaky . •· 
in 1'?8,7: .t;his . 'quea-_tion· Wd.B' asked: ·. - · - -•_ . -._ . ·_ : - . · . ·. · · . . 

· .,;In r -.egard to . the . dut su portin·g ·'a. minist-er_, whether .. it -- .be 
1A,H.Ne~man 3 A Hiitor--a~~t,_~~a~tist Churches in the United States~ 

·· r ,• •, p. 336. 
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consi4et~ed as a debt or a liberal contt~ibution?. Debated and 
·cast· out • . Que'ry. · flhe .th er · it is agreeabl.e to · scripture for chur­
ches to" euffeY. men to . preaoh and h(li>e the . care . 'o f them as th,.eir 
minister tha~ aPe tra4ing and ent~ngZing themselves ~ith the af-

·'fairs of this life? Answer thczt ._it is not . ag'roeeabte _to scripture 
but tb~t it is the duty df the c hurches . to give their ministeP a 
t~easonab Ze suppo:r>t and :r>estrict the1J1 in ·these re·spects. ': · 2 . 

In . 1798 ' the South Elkhorn · congregation raised a . subscription for 
their minister, . John Shaakl.eford, aonsist:l~g of salt , .corn.; T.Jheat, 
pot~k , fZour j sugar ,!) ·taZ"Zow ·c,.nd tiihi8key · and .' four cash a.ubscr>ipt;ion8. 
Raising subscriptions for ministe:r>s .. · hot~Jever _, was · not ·:a ~ways as . sua-

. o~ esfuZ ·as that :"fo:r> ' Bhaaklefot~d. Jacob Bower" telZe of such -.a subsar­
_i p tion whie,·. was · sta'l'ted "by one · of his ··Deacons ·in. IZ lino-ls ~ The l}ea­
aon g6t on~ : o:r> .two ~amis besid~s his · own on the pape~, but =found . sd 
much opposition that he told Bower that he was sor-ry .he _had st;arted 
>t.i> when the -pJ:'eiiahe·tt d.d1Jised him ·to ', burn -it.' . It. seems that it was 
the . custom .·among =·the Kentucky churches fi £o get u·p:~ · and .pay .. annuap.y 
a ·sube:e.i>iption for their past·ott8 , r; bitt .for some red~on 'this . . du~i:om 
was .no.t 'fo l;.Zo:tJed in· IZ Zinois . in t ·he - ~a~Zy y'ears. . ( Au.tobioattaphy g_t · 
Jacob Bower, MSS. J. · With · t :he beginning of the · anti-mission movement". 
opposi·tion to _the payment _of ministe:r>s evidimt'ly increase4-. ,. " · 

' ·Th,~ .atti_t;ud.e 'of early B'aptist'tJ tdwa:r>d paying· thei.r pasto·rs, i '8 t~Uf'J 
drpf?6P.ibe .d .by · ·t ·he tion of 'on·e of ·the earty Kent:ucky . Pr'eac.h~:r>s: . .. · · . . 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . ~ . . - . . ' . 
I; ' 

··. ~'A·ware .r,;.f , the damaging · effe.a-t's of ·the love · of 1none_y,, · t -hey· .con-.· · 
.. trJlbuted but· Zi·ttle ' to the support of · the P.Peaoher ; dn4 ... ' oy~el' . 

things · being ·equal., esteemed him ··more highly if -.he. manag~d to .. sup­
po_:r>t hi'!lse1-f. -They wouZd have gaze.d 111ith tistonishm(i_nt . at e+ .ma_~ , .. 
1·."hat ,:in hand~ r~ . paasin'(J through · th€d,'r con.gregatio_ng, begging mqney . 
fpto ' t'h~~:r p·reaahers ; yet ·they often showed by . their. kin4ness · 4rtd• . 
Zib,:rality · ~o their br~th~en, friends, and neighbor~, that this' . 
wq;s · more · from .·principle than from ·the ZoiJe: of mon~y, of which , · . : .. 
indeed ·they ·": had but -·lit-·tze ··to give in t 'ho·se days •. · ~Jithaut the . 
as·si~tanae, the y · :Nm_de:red ' your . grandfat1u~:r and h'k~ faini Zy ·in :vgtt:: ·, 
ious ~a'y.s,: . it w,ouZ'd · have been :impossible for him to have given · 
his ·time. and · ·thoughte,' ·as he did, to ministerial work. - In ·plqnt­
in·g his crops and gathering them in!> his b:r>ethr.en ·and .fri~nds · of­
:ten, ·.o~me .-and· a.Ssiste·d ·him with theil" ·own hands , oi' sent _t}J.eitt. _ser­
vants,ywhen they.-:-had them.. . The kind siste:r>s' would o..ften. C'ome . ihem­
se .lv_es o_r . send · thei.r daughters t o help your grandmoth~i' .in .. tim.ea· 
of sickness".· and they .sometimes, :remained 'fo.r iu'eeks tfog,~. t7ter, not . 
to be .-waite-d -,on~ .. -' but 'to ·rrendett more- needfu·Z· ass'istan¢~ ~ Many of 
th.ese gent-t .;J nurses · I remember we·lz •. · .. . · _· · · · ·. · ·· .. · .. . · · · 

·:'As time ro l Zed on and 'thei:r circumstances impr.oved s.ome· .of the 
ohurchea for. whom h e pr·eached· gave him smal t sumi:J of mori,ey :• This 
was first dpne . by t'he Spring Creek Church in 182''4. . The am.o'!4nt 
made up 'for · him_ there was ; I thi'nl<, si:x:ty· do Z lara. · He Zil<ew.i.se 
~ar:r>ied a gre at many young people . Somitimes as· mh~~ ~s ' th~e~ 
couples a day ~ often living at some distance from each other. 
For this he sometimes received small sums. Frequentl-y· at the re­
quest of frie:nd:s -. a.t a d,il!?:_tance · h~'- spent . t?Jo . .Ott three weeks ·~preach­
ing funettal dlscourses ; a~d so~~ of . ~h~se w~~e considerate enough 
to make him some compensation . . If , tkey were not , nothing was ever 
said~ His ZittZe income. fttom these diffetten.t · sources _, together · 
with the e~aellent management and economy of your grandmother~ .. 

- . 

f." Minutes of the Elkhorn Baptist. IJ.ssociation; Kentucky (M§>S.), 1, 
1?85 - 1835. 
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enabled hi~ ~o Zive in a pl~i~~ inexp~nsive way, and to give his 
time and thou~hts to the wbrk i~ which he~ feZt so deep an interest . 
Much, though ~ as 'his heart 'was set on this wprk, he always. aonsid-

. ered his · duty to his 'fami Zy paramount ~ . remembering that the saare d 
• vo Zume placed those who did not provide .for thei1' families lower 

than the infide Z himself.· . .. . 
rr1-1s they became mo·re prosperous the Baptists of this country 

exhibited a commendable spirit of liberality in supporting the 
ministry, cont-ributing 'to aid. in spreadi_ng religious knowledge, 
·building up chu~ch~s, sch9ols, and colleges, and pro~oting the 
general interests· of society. ;,· 3 

' . . . 
The proaess by which a frontier preacher was uraised up ~ in a 

ahurah was about as follows. .When a :rbrother•: was impressed that God 
had called him to preach, · h'e made it ·known to the church and if~ . aite: 
the ahurch had heard the trial. sermon, it approved of his 'igifts rt a 
license was then given him to p~each in a small territory , as for in­
stance within _the bo~nds of a single church. After further · t~ial, if 
his ;;gifts ·' proved reaz. ~ · and he . gave further evidence- of usefuln'ess 
as , a prea~her he, was . then permit;ted to prea_ch withirz, the bounds of . 
the assoaiation~ If, on the othe1' hand, his ;1gifts ~ · ,. as a preacher · 
did no.t seem to improve, . he was aQ.vised to· make no further attempts 
to preach. Taylor gives .the . foZZowing account of the action of the 
Bu Z Zi ttsburg Church in refusing to ordain a minister _.· Each member 
was asked his or _ her mind and they al Z · agre.ed that· he ought not be 
ordained because they could "noi see that he had improved any from 
the beginning. • • but the 'IJ)ho Ze ahurch encourag·ed him to continue 
preaching. ;, '4 · _ . · . 

We hqve in John M.?eck an excelJent example of the process by whia ; 
a you~g ~an was inducted -into the ministry of the Baptist church. 
Having moved in to a new· sett Zement in New· York st;ate in 1811 , even 
before he was weZ.Z acqua-inted with the members of the ahurah ; he was 
frequently asked, ;1Don 't you think you . ought to preaah the gospeL? ;; 
FinaZZy at a meeting of the ah~rch he was asked .to disalose his feel ·· 
ings · on the ma_tter anrj, after· he had · done so he Left the church. In 
a f ew moments he was . reaat Zed .· and inform~d that t he church had voted 
to have him !/improve his gifts ;~ within it.s limits , until it had gain ­
e d a better knowledge o'f his qualifiaati-on.s.. ' It also voted · that he 
abnduct the meeting and speak the next day. 5 

" W. W.Sweet :: . Retig,ion On The American Frontier , 
The Baptists, pp • . 3-6 - 40 

3 Jamei Ross , Life and Times o f E~der Reuben Ross {PhiZadeZ~hia~ 
1 8 8 2) ~ p P .• 2 9 3 -:- 9 5 . . 

4 John Taylor _, Ten Churahes s. pp.83,84. 
5 Rufus · Babcock~ Memoir of John M. Peak ('!'hi_ Zade iphia~ 1864 )'~ p. 2 '1, 
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