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'"MEMBERSHIP CLIMBS_.. . EDITOR HAS SURGERY 

Membership Repo~t .• • ........ 136 On September 28 ., the Heri•age 
(As of Oct. 15 ., 1971) _ editor b~gan a severe bout with a 

kidney stone attack. He lost it 
ANNUAL DUES-- - --. - ---- :.. ____ _ $2.50 and submitted to surgery for its 

(Personal and Institutional} ~emoval on October 5. He returned 
LIFE MEMBERSHIP- ---- - -- - -•- --:· $25. 00 ihome from the OwensboPo-Davies·s 

(Personal . and Institutional} County .Hospital on Octob.e_r lf,and 
is now on the road to full reoov­

Send Member~~ip Applic~ti~ns to ery. · BelZev~e Churah 'gave him .~ 
address given above. fu Z Z irionth 's leave of absence and 

- ' 
ADD IT ION AL "MEMBERS 

RICHEY, HUGHLAN P. 
WOODRING ., NELLIE M. (Life M.} 
JESTER S DR. DAVID L. 
MIDDLESBORO, -FIRST B. C. 

-, '·· 

ENCOURAGE YOUR CHURCH AND MEMBERS 
TO TAKE OUT AN ANNUAL OR /2' LIFE 
MEMBERSHIP IN THE KENTUCKY BAP~ 
T IST HISTORICAL SOCIETY. Help in ·; 
causing the membership to · climb 
higher and higher. · 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

. IS IT TIME TO RENEW ? 
Has the »enewal time arrived 

for your Annual Membership Dues 
to the EistoriadZ Soaiety? 
Please aheak your records for 
sure. 
++++++++++++++++++f++++++++++++++ 

Now Available 
SOUTHERN BAPTIST . ENCYCLOPEDIA 

Volume III 
$ 9.95 

At Your Baptist Book Store 

secured J.V.Case, C,Ford Deusner, 
and Delbert Butts · as well cis a 
Gideon Speaker., to fill the pulpit · 
.through October 31. _. 

Mrs~ Armp Rafferty ., church '' si d­
re tary hai help~d immeasurably i~ . 
getting out the October Heritage. 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

A . NE Iv AND NEEDED PUBLICATION 

,-.,T' •r n r '1r!~1·(v1\/ r·:r: 
_ _ , _ .l- ~I ·,: ,,, _ ..,~ ;_. •, t -• •-

SOUTHERN B~-PT I ~T 
C!! lfl[l-!(~-: 

$6.00 
ORDER FROM THE 

CHURCH LITERATURE SERVICES 
OT THE 

BAPTIST SUNDAY SCHOOL 
BOARD 

127 9th.Ave.,North 
NASHVILLE, TENN. 

372()3 

(Not Available In Book Stores) 



SO'UTH KENTUCKY issocIATipN 

OF SEPARATE BAPTISTS 

The Elkhorn and Salem Associations .• as ·~we . liave seen, were , oomposed 
of Regular Baptist Churches, This third Association now to ~econ­
s idered, was composed of Separate Baptist Churches~ There was form­
Jr ly some controversy as to the date, when this South Kent~cky body 
~a s organized, but the following record appearj f "On the first Friday 
~n October 1787, at Tate's Creek Meeting House, in Madison County, 
3even churches, who were called Separate Bapt{jta, w~r~ aonatitut~d 

, ~ Association, on the Bible and was called South Kentucky Assoaia-
on ;, of Separate Baptiste. 

There . -is no record of the.. .names ·of these e leve'n . churches, b1hf,,~ih 
~~nt intd the formation of this Association, but it is _known b~· phe 
best authoriities that tlut._fo'tcinuing Sepaziate ifJa'p•ti{it Churches with . . . 
theil'• pastors · u1ere _' in Kentucky at that time: . IJoone 's 'c'reek:,in Fayette 
County, Joseph -Cralg, ~a~tor ; Head of Boone's Creek, in Fayett~1 . 

County, Joseph Craig, pastor; Providence in Clark . Count y (Howard's 
Creek), Robert Elkin, pastor; Forks_of Dix kiver, · in Ga~rard County, 
James Smith, pastor; Rush Brandi ir,, Lincoln County., John Bailey, . · . ·· 
pastor ; Tate _'s Creek in Mad,ison_ County, ·Andrew Tribble , . pqstor: · · 
_'f; ick Cr~ek . (Buffalo), in Nelson CQunty~ J ames Eag o»B~ pg.star :- Pott- . 
Migati· Ci'eek 'in ·uetaon ,·couflty., _ Banifamin Lynn,_ pastor; Nolin · (Bo~ 
_, rk), in LaRue County:, 'James Skaggs, pastor; Huston's Creek, in 

Bourbon CountyJ, µoses Bledsoe, pastor; qnd Gilbert rs ,Creek in Garrard 
Cou~ty, Jossph BZedsoQ, pa~for. 

"The number of members in these churches can~ot .be known • . This 
Se parate Bciptist Asa~c{ation ai its organizati~n: had ' dni mor~ church 
t han ·were in Elkhorn .at that date, and five more than were, embraced 
~n the Salem A~sociation. · · 

The foZlowing declarations Were made in this first , sessi_on: . .. . 
1. .They ;1declazi?d . that they thought all ministerial difficulties 
should be, ~ettiod by q co~pany of ministers, and that, if any · . . 
mini.ster u,·as euppc5sed to preach any unsound · dcatri.hei - trio min­
isters might suspe.nd or stop him from preacnirJ,g, until ·.he ·could 
be trie.d by a sufficient numbei' of ministers, and it was provided 
also~ thap the :churphes ·should have pou1er to ci'te anyone, suspect._ 
ed of preaching .unsound doctrine ., before the ministers for triaZ. 

2. They also defined · what power there· i ·s in a go:s-pe·z chur'ah; "To 
receive into her communion 3 and expel from it, such members_, as 
she may choose, according to gospel disclptin~ ; also to choose 
their ouJn pas tor·; or· :p8fuse. him, when it shall appear, :,phci.t he 
is no longer ·th eir . pastor ; . al::so. to ex.:.commimiccite him for . immoral 
condu6t, . as any ~ther memb~r. " · 

There is no record of the meeting in May , _ 1788 3 as r ~ferr~d t~ -in 
the minutes of 1'191. Th0. place of the fall meet~ng :of 1'188 is not 
knou1n. The session was lrir?gezy take n up in. qucri•~s. ,The .first u1as, 
.,.Whether the washing of saints' feet is ci.: duty enjoined on Christ.;. -_' · 
ians? 11 



The · :ansWe'r by• the:- Associ'dtion 1 Jtft· i~ ~ IT. , The·:;:~-~c-o'jid questi'on: 
r,Is . there any officeit' •.in ·the church, · be•s'ides ' Bishdp and Deacon?" 
Th0 · answer by the As':ioaiati-on; · //Agreed there _ is.; ir ~ T:he. third, 
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"Whethel' members should sit in the chiit>ch to do busine·ss together, 
when iriteconciled? 11 The answel': ;,Agreed, they ought not. u . The 
Association'· deci .ded to · wt-ite i:z · circular · Zette1' and have it pr1inted • . 

. ·:t ~ ' • 

Thepe . is no official, r,ecor>a·· of the session · of 1'l90 3 but Asp Zund 's 
Registel' re.cords · the · ames of the following churchf3s in addition to 
those already named~ · as members of the kiiso_ciation at · this · date: ··. 
~ni ty Church ~- CZ"o.:rk-· <;aunty ; · .Hickmans. Ci,~_f!k and Jessamine Creek, Fay­
:' t te Co.u,:,,ty·~· H,iad of Bef:ch Fol''k; llf3ad of Salt River;) and Shawnee Run;) 
•1ercer County ; 'Second Hardina Creek and p!est ·Fork • of Cox's ·· Cree~, . 
·c zson Count~; · and Second Fork~ of Elkho~n, lat~r called ·Mt.Ptsasant, · 
· .:mk'lin C·ounty. The Aaeociation st this session embP.aaed nineteen 

.. 1urches.» totaling one thousand three .. hundrep. and e,leJJen membe'rs. 

In · 1?91-, the;_ As·sociaion met with Rush Branch Church in -Lincoln' 
County .• . · At thi'8 meeting; a disturbance began.» caused by · the·· doctrine · : 
oF Restoration ' fr-om ·HeZZ; or uHell Redempt•ion". ·John · Bail~y had been 
propagating th~ doctrine.» . and soon after Wiltiam Bled$oe embraced ·, it. 
A Query was presented: .-;Whether the association wi l, l, hold a member · 
in · society, that propagates the · doctrine of Restoration from HeZ Z?" 
The Association agreed Uf:that th ey -could not. :; Two were ' neutral ··and 
John BaiZey was in the affirmative. ."Prof was given to the Associ-
-- t'ion that John Bai ·Zey . held and propagated . Redemption from : He'Z.Z. fl 

-~ presb~tery consisting of Ja~es Smith ., J6seph 8ledsoe, \ A~dri~ 
'"ri,bb'le.; Robert· EZkin and Thomas Ammon, ·was appointed : to . examin(J · 
,-ahn . Bailey and demand of him his credentia-Zs., if ' they thought fit. 
James Smith, one of the committee was accused of saying, that he be­
Zieved that aZZ men, for whom Christ died, would be sav~d. But after 
examint~g him., the Assdciatio~ · agreed th~t he did not teach :Redemption 
_~ram Hell. At this point 3 the body saw fit to ~agree to ~bide by 
jhe pZan upon which the churches of our union was constituted, in 
Jatobe~ 1787 3 and May 1788." ~he question~~s ~ais~d, as to whether 
~he ministers have i th~ keys of the dh~rch and rule the same~ The 
~nswer was in the negative. 

·, - ,•\ . '· . ... 

The committ'ee then peported · "that John Bai Z:ey is ·no ·more of us as 
a minister of - the gospeZ., or a ~embe~: n It was then d~clarea that · 
-t he As.sociation could not feZlowship any per>son., ··wht:i propagat(:Jd the : 
~c ctrine of eternal Justification. · severaZ ' petitio~s w~r~ presented, 
i n answer to which Presbyteries were appointed to ordain preachers . 
and co-nst:itut-e ohurches. .: · · · 

The s~sjion -of 1792 was held with ~he J~ss~mine ChUrdh in Jessa~ 
mine . County;):· Correspondence ~as op-ened up 1.ui th. Middle · District 
Association in •virginia. Two years Zater the cliurdhe·s were advised 
po style themeetveE United Baptiati; •in order td make the obrr&~~on­
Je nce mo ~e agreeable to the Virginia Baptists; who had assumed the 
name of United Baptists 2 in 178?. 

. . ' ". ' . ' ~ . 

In 1793 there we·r-e t~o meetings of the Association-• . The first 
·..:as heZd with the T·ate's• Cre·ek Chureh 3 ,Madison County 'in -June. Mes:s­
:. ngers came from Etkhor'n 'Associi,atiorz 3 desiring union -between the 
~we bodies. It was arranged to call a convention., representing the 
.:hurahes of both Associa·t 'ions~ : to ·be he Zd with the Marb Ze' Cre:ek · Chu-Pc h 
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later cal Zed East Hickm;_n, ' {n Faye-tte Cou,nty, on trie_ ~ast Sat"1',rday. 
in July. At this Conventidn_; . the Regul,.a~ Bapt(sts were tenaaious -for . -
the Phi Zade lphia Confession of Faiths and the uni_o·n. was not effected., , 
as has been stated in :ariother aon~eotion. · 

The final terms of union _ proposed by the Regular Baptists of the 
Elkhorn Association were deferred~ for consideration till the meeting 
o f the South Kentucky Association the fol .lowing Oatober~ The items 
were reJeated by that . body by a large majority. When this decision 
11)a s made., five ministers and four ahur-ches bro.ke off from the South 
Kentucky Assoaiation. ·The _dissenting ah?A,l'ches appe·ared to have been 
ije ad of Boone'~ Cr~ek; Jes~amine; FbrkB "of Dix River and Hiakman's 
_:'!'e ek. The seceding · preacher-a were Thomas . Ammon,. A_ndrew T.ribb le, 
robert .. Clark-, James Smith and Thomas -Shelton. ' These dhur-ches and 

-:>nistei,s.· formed an ,1ssociation, afterwards -caZZed Tate's Creeli_, . to 
.1i iah t _he Uni ·ty Churan, in Clark County was added the . fol lowing year. 

Th~ Zoss of these preachers, together with the exclusion of ,ohn 
Bailey ., · and Wi l l .iam Bledsoe for heresy, left the Association- with -a -
very weak ministry. But after this lossi the body affil'med its .orig­
inal principles as $eparate Baptists in a series df . queitions and an­
si.uers: 

1. "~hat was the · Separatp Baptists first constituted into a society 
upon,, in Kentucky? 11 Ans?.c)er. ;;The Bib le. ;i , 

2. 11How . did ,we become united with the Baptists in Virginia, aalled ­
Jni ted Baptists? Ii · Answer._ · " On a : letter the Committee of "{3 ap tis ts, in 
Riohmond~ directed to be ·written to -us in Kentuaky, bearing the date, 
.Jetober ~, 1788, fmom under the signature of Reuben · Ford and William 
rie bbe,i>. 11

. 

, • I • ·: ' • • 

3. 11Did, those terms oblige us to ;;aeive Ct'l'J.Y · part of the RhiladeZ-:: 
phia Conf~ssion of Paith? " Ans~er. nNo." · 

4. "Do w~ · agree to abide by the aon~titution a~d ,terms of~union 
;jith the United Baptists of Virginia, I ,' Answer • . " fie do. !1

. 

In 1794 the Association met with Gilbert's Creek · Church in Garrard 
Count_y. Ne business <of importance was. transact~d. The Pottenge.l' 
Creek · Church petitioned for the ordina.tion of Joseph Mi lb urn. Some 
Bc~tista about the mout~ of Silver Creek desired ~o be aonBtituted a 
0hurdh to move to the IZZin6ii Couniry. 

' .. 
The session of 1795 was held at Shawnee Run in Mercer County. Two 

new churche~ were received, Partwright 1s Creek in .Marion County, arid 
Spencer Cree~ in Montgomery Cdun~y. , Some ·brethren were appointed to 
insta ll Elijah Summars, p·astor of Blue Ash Churah, since called Beth­
el3 ,.in Montgomery County. Messer,:gers were appointed to the General 
Committee in Virginia, and . the chur·anes were -r>equested to sty le them-
se Zves United Bapt·ists. · · · -

At ' the session of 1796 with the Jessa~ine Churah, an application 
from Tate's Creek Assooiation fo~ union -and correspondenqe was reject­
e d. Deep Creek Church app.Zied for -membersJJ.ip,; but wns rejected be­
c ause it. had received an _ exaZuded preachel' in to _its fe Z lows hip. 

At the ' meeting of 1797 with Howard's Creek Church , a pre·sbytery 



was appointed to 'ordain Isaac Crutchera artd MatthtJ1i •RogeP·a·~· . 
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In i?BB, , the A~~oci ation met cit parlan· me e ting house in Mercer 
COU J? tY. · 4 ne.w . chu_r-cih ·on .Red. Rivers ·· ih cia"rk County, _.i/a's 'received-.. . 
It agreed . to. . ¢han.ge its nr:zmG,J . from - United Bapt.ists s .to· the ·ori'ginal • · 
name _of Separ.ate' Bdpt'i 's-ts; but "i .t .des'ir_ed to Natain i ·ts r·etation with 
the Unite4 Ba_pt_ists b f Virginia. · 

The me~ti~g of 1799 . wJs hetd 
Garrard County. Boffmanvs Fork 
for a Zett~r :to Jpin th? Tate ' s 
was deni.ri.d. . · · . · . · · ' 

with the . Gilbert'li Creek Church _, iri 
Church petitionad the Association 
Creek ·Association,. but the r-equest 

. ~ 

It . wi'l l be remeinbe~ed tha.t in ihe session of 17 9'1, the Ase;ciation 
excluded from: its fellows hip a number of persons, ifl,C ludiiig tt.po . 'lead-

ng _ preaahel's for holding and teaching · r1He l Z Redemption rr OP Universal­
~s~. The A~sociation ri~W advis~s -~he churches to open their doors 
and . receive . tri_ese · persons ,without inquiring into their pri,vati opin­
ions a s, to._ do~trine, provided- they .Zive order,Zy lives . . Aatirtg upon 
this advicri, the C'fi,u-Poh at Rush : Branch resf;oi>ed John Bailey to · hi_s 
forme.r s.tanding as a p:raeache:r and member, ·and called . . h-im as pastcir. 

•, The . A$SOciat-ion then l"estored this '· 11Apostate '; ,CJhUT'ah to ,tne'tnbership, 
thoit-gh 'it .was k:rtown . to . be a Univers·az1:st B¢,pt°ist Chu:r'cn~· . The other 
ea;cZ.uded .. member·s wei:,e · restor-ed with9ut renouncing "their pi>ivate ' sen .. 
tim$~ts. : ~- .This aatiori caused great oonfusion and divisioh. · · 

I .1 • ,, . . . ·• • .' , , .•.. , 

The aessiqn of 1800 was held with the Shawnee Run Church, Me~d~~ 
Coun,ty. , Mc:,_st o.f th .e re-cords of this session were lost. The Jast . 
se s.siori ''_oli. Jh;is . Asaoc~dtion 'of Separate ' Baptists ~as he z·a_' w_'ith the 
Tate Ps C:r_e¢k Baptist Church, Madison _ County, ' in · 1so_L Thi;y:,};y--on.e 
ahur(!hes numberin..g: 238 2 ·. members were represented at ·, t;;_'f!.is' !'a~t !Tle'-eting . 

. - ' -
Master-s!" Frank . 'M • ., A .HISTORY OF 
BAPT1S'1,'S · IN KENTUCKY:, Pages-,,63-6-?., . 
(19 51) • . 

~<ENTUCK.Y'S· FOURTH ·A-SS0CJAT1ON ---
THE T.ATE 'S CREEK ASSOCIATION 

The Tate's ' Creek .Association. was . the fourth constituted in Ken­
tuck.y and the fii>at undei> the style of '1United Baptists·; ,: · F:ive . 
chui>ches whi"ch ·bi>oke away from the South . Kentucky Association ·June 
17:: 17:93 , met by , theii> messengers at the Jessamine meeting house, 
Jessamine County, :Novembe:ro 23 :: l'193:, to form an Association under 
tlte name · of Un-it,'ed Baptist Association, Name changed · to · Tate's Creek 
in 1800. · 'These five ohurches , ivhich Zeft the South Kentucky Assoo­
iatian to form this new fratei>nity:: were Head of Boone's Creek, Forke 
of Dix River, J e ssamine·3 Tate's CPeek and _Hickman's Creek. The fiv e 
pNiachei>_s who · seceded with _theE:;e ch.urohes were Jam e e Smith, Thomas 
·Ammo~; And~e~ Tribble~ Robei>t Clark .aid Phomas · Shelt6n. · 

. ~ ·, . . ' . . 

After> the Association wds constituted., a Committee, Consisting of 
Jdhn Pride 3 Andrew Tribble, Thomds A~mon, ~ober~ CZark, and Oe~r-ge 
Smit'h :: was ap·pointed to draw up rules of decorum and prepare a Zet­
te·r · of correspondence to the General • Committee in ·Virginia. Thomas 
Shelton was appointed to bear the letter 3 but was killed by the 
Indians before he reached Virginia. Helps were sent to aid Unity 
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Church in CZa~k County, . to assist in adjusting that ahurah's diff­
iculties. 

The Second session was held in 1794 with the Forks of the Dix ~ & 

River Church. _The Unity Church was received. Inquiry ~a• made as 
to whether the union with EZkhorn Association had been disoZved. 
Another letter was written to the General Committee in Virginia 3 but 
no one was appointed to bear it, this year. The body agreed that 
one preacher and two elders might have the a~tharity to constitute 
a church. 

The first session of 1795 was held in May with the Head of Boone' ~ 
Creek Church. A~ the request of Otter Creek Church, Madison County, 
Andrew Tribble . and David Thompson were appointed to ordain Peter 
~!oods and Cornelius Bowman, if found qualified. Appointments were 
made for preaching and communion at several differ_,ent chu't'ches. 

The second s~ssi~n of 1795 was held i~ Octqber with the Hickman 1 s 
Cr eek Church , in Fayette County. It was agreed to send a letter of 
correspondence to the Holston Association in East Tennessee. A com­
mittee was sent to confer with the Elkhorn Association about union. 
The Elkhorn brethren received the committee in a most frienaly spiri 
and it was recommended that the ministers of the two Associations 
preach together and that the brethren mingle with each other to 
ascertain how nearly they were agreed in doctrine. In 1797 a corr­
espondence was established between the two AssociationsJ whiah con­
tinued. 

The Assoaiation met tuJice in 1796. The first session wa8 held in . 
May with the Tate's Creek Churah s in Madison County., Carter Tarrant, 
corresponding messenger to Holston Association, . East Tennessee, app­
ointed at Zast session., was paid $30.00 for the expenses of .the visit 
Peter Woods and Isaac Newland were appointed to visit the destitute 
brethren on Green River ·with the Gospel. The second session of 1796 
met in October with the Forks of Dix River Church in Garrard County. 
The statistics of the membership of the churches were given as fol­
lows : Hiakman ' -~ 32 m(fmbers ~· . Tate 's CX!.e_ek, . 176 ;. Forks of Dix . River, 
61 :: Howard's -Cree.1<., · 6~ ,- DriJami.ng Creek., · 90 s·· Head of Boone's Cr>eek, 
45 ; a total of four · hund~~d ~izty~five members~ 

In 1797 ., the Association met with the Head of Boone's Creek Chura · 
Muddy Creek Church; consisting · of twenty m·embers-, was represented 
the fi•rst time. A committee : was appointed to ZoiDk i •nto the standing 
of the Hickman rs Creek Church. · In. 17'98-, t'he Good · Hope Churah in 
Taylor County was reaeived. In · the sesEi·ion · of · 1? 99., the fol lo1J.Jing 
ahurch-es were · r epresente.d for the first time: · Viney Fo:rk, and CZear 
Creek in Madison County ; -Sink-ing Creek and- FZat Lick in Pulaski 
County; Stoney Point in lvferc'er Coun'ty and Crab Orchard in Linea Zn 
County. · 

The session of 1800 was heZd at Forks of Di~ ~iver~ The churche c 
of Boffman 7 s Fork in Fayette County and HurricaneJ in Lincoln Count"!:, 
were received. Minutes were ordd~ed~pvineed. Peter Bainbridge, an· 
exdJ Zuded p·reacher, had been received into , For-ks · of Dix River Churchs 
during the yea~~ which was regarded as disorderly . I~ was "agreed 
tha·t this Association shall be known hereafter by the name of Tate 1 s 
Creek . Associatio'n. " Hence no - Z.onger to be designated as an Assoc-
iation of Uriitea·· Baptists. · M t o · C · ·t . 67. 68 . 

- - .as _ e?"s ., !:!.E...:.. -2;_:_, pp. -


