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MEMBERSHIP CLIMBS . .. BICENTENNIAL -GENERAL _COMMITTEE 

Membership Report . • . . • . . • . . . 132 
(As ,of Sept. JS~ 19,71) 

ANNUAL DUES - ---- --- -- -- - --·· ·-· .. ... - $2. 50 . 
(Personal and Inst~~utionaZ) 

LIFE MEHBERSIIIP , --- - - -- -~-- .- -$25. 00 
. , (Personal- and Institutional) 

- Send Membership Appliaati~ns to 
address given above. 

ADDITIONAL MEMBERS 

Chiles_, Dr. H.C. 
Da le ~ Miss Evelyn R. Da le 
Nanae ~ W. MitaheZ.l 
Weatherford _. W.L~ 
Wh eeler . Mrs. Howard 

ENCOURlWE YOUR CHURCH AND MEMBERS 
TO TAXE OUT AN ANNUAL OR A LIFE 
11E:'1BERSHIP IN THE KENTUCKY BAP­
TIST HISTORICAL SOCIETY. Help in 
causing the membership to climb 
hi gher and higher. 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Now Available 
SOUTHERN BAPTIST ENCYCLOPEDIA 

VoZ.ume .III 
$ 9.95 

At Your Baptist Book .Stor e 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++T+++++++ 

CORRECTING AN ERROR 

Chairman 
MiZ.ls J Rdbert L. 

Viae-Chairman 
_ R'ay _, Lewis C. 

Chiles.~ l-1.C . 
·Crismon_. Leo T . 

Daley ~ Chauncey R. 
Graves ; AZ.Zen W. 

Miller s J.T. 
Patterson ~ W. Uorgan 

Rone . Wendell- H. Sr. 
Ta~lors Eldred M. 

rva.rd ':: rvayne !1. 

Ex Officio : 
Sanders ~ Harold G. Ex. Sec. --~r. 
Claypool ~ John R. KBC Pres. 

The above pers ons constitute 
th e duly appointed members of th e 
committee. The Executive Secreta­
ry - Treasurer and Convention Presi ­
dent a~e ex - officio membdrs. 

.Dr. Crismon is Secretary of 
th e Committee, as weZ.Z. as Editor 
of ~lZ. materials_ to be published 
by the above committee. 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++~++++++ 

SECOND ASSOCIATION IN KENTUCKY 

Having presented the story of 
the founding of the first associ •• 
ation ih Kentucky - the Elkhorn $ 

Pas t or Ma Z.ao Z.m G. Lunceford on September _30--0ctober 1., 17 8 5 -· 
i n f orms us that the Immanuel Bap - in the June issue o.f The Kentuaky 
t1.:st Churah _, Frankfort_. Ky . .. . ob - : _ BaRtist Heritage _,. we now gi~e a 
s ervea its Tenth Anniversary ori tr1, ef aaaount of the formct1,on c: 
October 17 1 1971. The ahurch was Kentuaky Baptists' seaond associ 
or ganized on October 15., 1961. ~le ation - SALEM. 
hr.cl tlie date - October 15 :.. 1962. (CONTINUED ON PAGE 66 - back) 
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PRON . 

·'RELIGION ON THE AMERICAN FRONTIER - THE' .'B°APTISTS ·'-' 

T,vILLIA:1 ~111MREN S~!EET 

co 

Yhi_ Ze the events we have been reoou~ti°ng al'e ·;1 gre/it moment •·i n 
.. e general history of the Baptist . in Ameri~a~ of_~uoh gl'eater imp -

1 · r tance for oµ.r present study was the extension of the Baptists t'ii to 
i [ r gin i a and North Ca1'olina. Th e Baptists in V~rginia jame f rom t hr · 
:i e ne r a l sources. The first group oame from England and settl-e d in 
the s outh --eastern part of the colony in 1714; There th e y remain e d 
'. ,nn.otioed and unmolested until past the middle o f · the eighteenth 
c3n t ur y. The second group aame into Virginia from Mal'yland in 1? 4 3 
c; ,id .se ttle d ·in -Frederick [:ounty." .These f' i¥.?.sd!. two groups we 1"e pin.ci zla Z 
:3ap t is ts , t hat is .~ thc '-y .• wc r e ,Arminian i _:: doatrin e, ,, t ho .ugh l a L .r . 
Z::. r'{ff: i v thro ugh the infJ,uence , of Regu Zar. o.'r Calv i ni .s ti a Ba.p tis ts · . · 
f r om t li e Phi Zada Zpb i a. A'ssoavati,;m , they . gave up ·t heir .~ r minian vi cv)S 
an d accepte d the Calvin .ism of the Regular Bapt.ists. These first two 
gr oups are, of ZittZe import ance from th e standpoint of the migtt'ation 
cf Bapti s ts westward . We will s therefore.:, give most of our attenti on 
to t h e ·third group whic h _oame largely from England .:, bringing with 
t hem th e fervor and spirit of the Gre at Awake~ing. 

The early leaders of this third group we re Shubal Stearns and his 
b r other- in - law ~ Daniel Marshall , Separat~~ or ~ew- Liaht~ from Con ­
, e oticut. Stearns was the produot of theGreat Re vival and united 

~i t h t h e New - Liahts in 1?45. Finall y oonvinoed of the f utilit~ of 
Lnfarit baptism s hedete r mined to b e immers e d and unite him~ e Zf with 
the Baptists s which he did in 1?51. The same y e ar he was ordained 
as '· a Baptist minister and thre e y e ars -lat e r (1754) left New En g l and, 
(, omin:: first to Opek on c:'J:'e ek ., Virginia .:, wh e r e t he re ivas a Baptist' 
~h urc:h . Here he met Danie? Marshall .:, his 0~oth e r ~i n ~ laws who had: 
· :,,rn t re turn e cl from tl--i-e Susquehanna where h@ had be en .preaching to 
t ~e Mohawk Indians. Like Stearns , Marshall had bee n oonveri~d u~de r 
t h e pre aching of Phi tefie Zd. He "came of Pre shy t e rian · ances t'r>y . ·· h ut 
0oming into Virginia'.:, he came in contact·. with .the Baptists :: and 
(:t f ter examining their ;f aith and order .:, ,, was imm·ersed and 1.,Ja-s licie ns ---
,:, d .a s a pre adh e r . · . 

Ste arns and M~i's haZZ :preaohe d as ·evang e lists in Virginia · for a 
ihort time ~ partio~lar;y in Be rkeley and Hampshire cdunties , but here 
they met considerable criticism an d some opposition because of th e ir 
ani mated . preaching ; an d charges wePe .pre ferr~d agdinst th em in th e 
ai socia tion: The deoisioh of th e assooi ation 3 howe vers ~As in favor 
of, i he . evarg ~ Zistg ~though ,t h~ results of th e {1 ZaboPs .in Virgini a di{ 
,:o t meet their exp e ctation. This fact evide ntly Zed Stearns and 
Vareh a Zl and their company to ; l e ave Virgi~ia and~ lQcate i n G~ilford 
,~' ounty ,. North Cdro7Ana :; where they .settlpd on Sandy Cre e k in ' 1?55 . 
. '3o on a fter arriving , the little group, of. new s e ttlers 1J ere organize d 
i n t o a c hurch which took the n ame Sandy Creek$ and Stearns was ap­
, o i nte d the pastor. 
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Stearns ~ Marshall and . Joseph Reed3 ·another pre~aher in the Sandy 
Creek churah, were soon engaged in evangeliz~ng throughout a wide 
ter~itory. The Sandy CrGek church g~ew fro~ ~i~~eeri members to six · 
huncl.red six; and , other ·churahes were . forme .d. :_ · New converts · at Abbot's 
Cr.eek:; thirty miles away., were · fornie .d i ·nt·o a :church and Marshall 1,,as . 
ordained as its pastor. As . the · uJa·rk . grew . Qther .pr_eaahei's s to use 
8emp le 's •expression, uJere · nraised" iri North Caro Zina. /J.mong them were 
oiames Heid_, Duttdn Lane and most impoTt·ant of all:; Samuel Harriss, a 
:;zan of influence in his community :- who had he Zd several offices s amonc 
t hem burgess of the dounty and ao1oneZ of the militia. . 

There had been Baptists in North Carolina sinee at least 172? :;' · 
:uhen a church had been ,:gathered ;' on Chowan River in the northeast 
'.~a ction of the colony. In 1742 William Sojourner; a Baptist minister 
f rom Berike ley County s Virginf;a :; ·settled on Kehukee Creek, · North Caro­
: i na. Soon there were several churches in the region and ~en ~ears 
la ter (1752) the number ·had grown to sixteen. Like the .early Baptist 
ehu~ches in Virginia these early North Carolina dhurches were .GenePal 
Baptists holding Arminian . views, and wer~ mor~ or . less Zaz .·i~ . their 
administration of discipline, not requiring an e±perienoe of religion 
previous to the administration of baptism. These churches were 
visited in 1?54 by John Gano of the Philadelphia Association and the 
following year · two other miniiters of the ·Philadeiphia Assoaiation 
visited the churches and s~perintended their reorgctni~ati6n. 

Suoh was the general Baptist ·situation in North Carolina wh_en the 
Se parate . Baptists unde~ •Stearns and Marshall bega~ their work. 

The older Baptists in Virginia and North Caroli~a, as will as a~l 
other .demoninations in contact with them~ .generally disapproved of ·. 
i he S~parates. 'This disapproval was largely based upon the pulpit 
,aanne,risms · and type of preaching generally fol lowed by the evangelists : 
and by the effects produced upon the congregations. · They we~e very · .. 
•!o isy ·in their preaching and Semple ·tells us that in the beginning of 
·!; he revival they . ''whooped ·1 in "many odd tones. ·1 An eyewitness at 
one of their meetings saw ''multitudes ; . some roaring on the ground, 
s ome . wringing their hands ~ some in ~xstaaies ~ some praying ~ iome weep ­
i ng ; and others so outragious ~ursing and swearing that ft ·was though t 
:. :hey were really possessed of -the devil. ,,. One of the peculiar man- . 
·-w risms deve l.oped by the preachers was the ·71,0 ly whine '' a sing song 
~e thod of speaking which seems to have arisEn with outdoor pre aehing, 
.. m d which . . oo.ntinued to · be ·practiced by the lqss educated Baptist 
.l'iniste rs on · the frontier for many years. 

The Separate Baptists had the reputation for being an ignornnt a.nd 
i lliterate . Se~ . . As is gen~ratly the case s · the people attracted io 
·;he kind of meeting- conducted by the Separate · Baptist evangelists 
represented .the lower classes eeonomically and educationally; The 
i ntensity of their religious exercises and their excesses alarmed 
some and angered others : whd were not swept aldng by the tide of.emo­
ti ona lism. Those wh o held to infant baptism thought the Baptists 
cruel in negleating the baptism of their infants .] and to some the very 
~"!. ame Baptist was terrifying ·. · · 

However , in spite of their :1ack of education ~ and the general . con­
t empt in which -they we1'e he Zd by those about them :; _ the peparate Bap- . 
tists ~ under the devoted leadershi~· of Stearns, Marshall and H~rriss 3 

in d numerous other preachers ~ werj attracting hosts to their meetings · 
,md ahurch eB ·werie springing up with amazing rapidity~ The Sandy 

.'reek chur:ch became "the mother., grandmother.)( and gt>ecit-grandmother 
f' forty-two churches., from ·1:Jhiah sprang one hundred twenty-five 

: i nis ters /' 
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From North Carolina the work sprea(i int.o Virginia where in 1 ?60 

the first Separate . Baptist <f:hurch was es.tab lished. Samue Z· Rarriss 
was one of the early Virginia converts and he b~came the apostle to 
Vi-rginia. In 1?60 the Sepa1'ate f3ap tis t ohurches in North Ca1'o Zina; 
arid Vi!ginia fo1'med the Sandy Creek Association an d for the ne•t ten 
years the progress of the . Separate ·, Baptists. is almost unparalleled in 
Baptist history. f.vhole communities were stirred and strong Baptist 
churches e stablished. Semple · thus desc1'ibes the work .of Re e d and 
Harriss in Virginia : · 

n1n one of their visits ~ they baptised seventy - five at one · 
times and in the course of one of their journies 3 which gen­
e rally l asted sev~raZ weeks s they baptised upwards of two 
hundred. It was not uncommon s at th eir great meetings ~· for 
many hundreds to camp on the ground~ in order to be present 
the next day. The night meetings 3 t hror the great work of 

. Gods cnntinued very Zate ; the minister ~ould scarcely have 
an . opportunity to sleep ; s~metimes the floor would be cover­
e d with pers~ns s struck down under conviction f or sin~ . It 
frequently happened that ~ when they would retire to rest a t . 
a late hour, they would be under ~he necessity of arising 
again~ ihro .r the earnest cries of the penitent ; there were 
instances of persons travelling more than one hendred miles to 
one of these meetings ; to go fo~ty or fifty was not uncommon. ~ 
The rapid increase of this extreme type of Baptist in Virginia 

and North . . Car>o Zina had much more than a re Zigious signif-Z:cance. The 
growing num~eP of Baptists in Virginia soon made them a poZitrcal 
fa ctQr> of importance~ Dur>ing the early per>iod of the Virginia and 
North C_a~oZina revival s the Separ-ate Baptists were badly treated by 
t~e lo~sr alasses ~ and much of the early trouble exper>ienced by th e 
pre achirs was at the hands of the. rabble. By about l??o ; however~ 
t he Baptist , revivalists had ·largely overcome this type of opposition. 
The peopl e came to realize ~that .the Baptists were fighting their 

, hcr. tt les {' and from this time on there began a popu Zar reaction in their 
f av or. But about the same time trouble for the Baptists was brewing 
i n another direction. The Civil authorities began now to oppos e them 
arid the years from 1?68 to 1??4 are known as the nPeriod of the Great 
Pe rs e cution. ·1 The historian of the Ketoct~n Association states that , 

"When pe rs e cutors found that religion could not be stopped 
in its· progre ss by r>idicule .,, defam ation 3 and abusive language .,, · 
th e resolution was to take a different step and see what that 
would do; and the preaaher>s in different places wer>e appriehend-­
e d by magisterial authority ., some of 1,;hom wer,e imprisoned. ·· 
Leland states that thirty ,or mor>e of the preachers :,were honored 

with the dungeon., .'' whi l'e some of them '·were imprisoned as often as 
four times ·. " in 1?68 five of the preach e r>s 1,Je r,e arrested in Spott -• 
s y lvania County as disturbers of the peace and one of the charges i 

made against them was that 'they cannot meet a man up on the road/but 
that they must ram a text of scripture down h i s throat. ; i . , 

One of th e five .,, Blair> , was released after four weeks > an·d al,l 
we re pro~ised release if they .would promise to preach no more in the 
county ., for a yea_r and .. a day " .but this offer they . refused and the 
f our remained in jail for>ty - three days. , 

This is typical . of• the persecution meted out .to Baptists to the 
outbreak of the .Revolution. ft/hen the preachers were . ar>rested .,, it was 
3.one on a peace warrant _. on the ground that they were distur>bers of 
the peace ~ and not that they were dissenters. 
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The qiv ~ l · officials pre tended . that they were not: p'l!rseouting . re-
ligi on ~hen they caused the arrest of- the , Baptfst preaohers 3 b~t were 
acting in the ~ause of peace and, good order. Preache rs . 

"w ere not brou ht to the bar . for . re Zigion , nor for their .. 
religious opinions 3 nor a~~ -of their rites =~modes er relig ­
c ius aererrionies ... . but as disturb ers of the peace .! · the per- . . 
verter~ qf good order~ and the calling unlawful assemblies 
together :., taking the people from their necessaray employrrrrmt 
on theiri different farms and p lantations

0
• bringing the . people 

into habiti 6f idten.ess ~nd neglect of the i r nec~ssary busi­
ness and interesting pursuits and thereby reducing the in ~., 
habitants to want and distress." .. . 
Semple thus describ e s how the tide of opinion i .n favqr of the Vlr -

J in i a Baptists began srqd~ally to . t~rn : · 
"In the meantime _., eve rything tended to favour their wi s hes 

the,ir pe rs.eeutiori. so .far f:t'om . impeding .• really promoted their 
caus e; · their preache rs had now be~om~ numerous 3 ·and · some o f 
them. 11Jere men of oonsiderab le talents ■ - . Many of the leading 
me n f avoured them ,: some. from one motive and . s.ome from anotlJ,er l: 
th e ir c~igr~gations · were t~~ge.s . and wh~n ~~y .of their men of 
t a lents preaahed.s they we re crowded. Th e patient manner in 
whioh they suffered persecuti on j raised . their reputation for 
piety and .. goodness 3 in. the estimation of a lar,ge majority of 
the people". Their numbers' annually 'increas e d in, a 3.urprising · 
degree.Every month ne..w p laaes were .found by the preachers :J 

11.,hereon to plant t,he . Redeemer 1 s standard. In the se places .s . 
although .but few might .become Baptists ~ yet the -majority would 
be favourable. Mariy t;hat had eJ:presse d great hos ti li ty . to .· . 
the 11J .s . upon forming a mo're Close acquaintance u:Jith th em·~ pr.o ... 
f e ssed t o b e· undeceived." . . . . . . . . 
Suah was the gen e ral situation in Virginia as far as : the Bapstists 

zue re concerned.:. when t ·he r.,,·ar fo·r indep endence op ened. The Baptists 
we re: _s .'t'i l t a comparatively small body s but they werg strong enough 
t o ,' mal<e it important for , ~ithe r side . to pbtq,in their support and 
i nfluenae s ,and the Baptists .were . no.t .s louJ, in .perceivf,ng .the advan •-: 
tag eous position _in which they were placed. In, electing members to . 
t he nsw state Le~islature 3 the Baptists united - their voices in elect~ 
,,:ng men favorable -- to r-.e Z.igious · liber.ty and fre .edom of aonsci e nce. 
l'he opening of the battle for ppl{tical fr-eedorn oifered the oppor>--· 
t uni ty for the achievement .. of re Zigi ou.~ freedom. : · 

The fi~st breach in the sp~cial priviieges of .the Establishment 
i n Vi r ginia was· won by the Baptists in ,1??5 :z,Jhen the .Convention at 
:?. ichmond g:rante d eaah den ominati..on p f dissente~s the p_ri,vilege of 
conducting div.in(3 service for its adherent$ in the. army ,, . ''for the 
ease o f such scr~pulo?,ts cons_ciences · as may not choose t"o attend div­
ine ~erviaes as pe~ebrated by the ~haplain ~~ . From now on the Bapti s ts 
bec_ame active in petitioning the Virginia authoriitiea to ·abolish th e · 
church es tab lishmen t. . In 1? ?6 the Virginia Conven ti o,n, p Zaoed in . 
t he fi r st state constitution .the phiJosophy of .relig.ious l :?berty 
-;;jhe n the first independeii t Legis Zatu're, .de·c ·tared against all laws . pun ­
·fo hi.ng men fo r religious opinions ,, and exempted .dis 9 enter-s from tax -.• 
-::; ti on f or the support of the establishment. ,Meanwhile th e Presby ­
t e rians ~ Lutherans ~ and othir dissenti~g grpups uniied. their pet ­
l tion8 . to those of the Baptists .: and of grec:zt significance and impor -• 
tanae . in the struggle. for , religious fre e dom were the ab l e , al lies ! 
Thomas Jefferson , James Madi s on 3 Patrick -Henry and George Mason. 
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In 1774, Madison wrote in a letter to a college friend : 

uThat diabolical ~ hell - conceived pri nciple of persecution 
rages amoni sdme ; and to their eternal infamy ~ t he cZe~gy can 
furnish .their quota of imps f or such business. This vexes 
me the ~orst of a~ything whateve r. There are a t this time 
in the adjadQnt county not Zess thari five or six well-meaning 
men in close jail for publishing their religious sentiments ~ 
which s in the main ~ are very orthodox. ·I have neither patience 
t o hear~ talk , or think o f anything relative to this mattePJ 
for I have squabbled and scolded, abused and ridicuZed,so 
Zang about it, to little purpose~ that I am without c ommon 
patience. 1• 

Thr oughout the y ears of th e Revolution the Baptists were carrying 
::m their agitation for re Zigious Ziber>ty. The y had learned the ex­
pe di ency Hof petitions , pubZicity s agitation ~ ~ommissi ons ~nd Zo~by ­
ing ~u and little by little concessions were grante d to the dissent ­
er s . They petitioned ·for a Z~w leg a lizing marriages periormed by 
a dissenting minister; they assaulted the vestries and asked that 
overs e ers of the poor be .electe d by the community a t large. · But 
none o f the se partial measures satisfi ed them :: th e y demanded com­
p l e te religious fre edom and they continued their agitation until it 
was achi e ved·. 

On June 18 ~ 1779 Jefferson's biZZ f or th e estab lishment o f reZig­
i ousfre edom was presente d to the General Assembly o f Virginia~ and 
fr om that time until i ts passage in 1785 the cont,est continued. 
Other biZZs were introduce d and considered an d rejected. The sub­
s titute biZZ which c ame nearest passage was one providing fer a 
general assessment for religi ous purposes ~ with t he · provision that 
pe rsons giving in taxes should decl are the den omin a tion to which 
th ey wished thei~ assessment c ~ go~ If t hey made no declaration.., 
the money should go to enoourage s eminari e s in their respective 
counti e s~ The f pis cop al peop Ze _.. of course · favor ~d the me asure and 
th e Presbyterians we re waveriig. Was hington coul d s~e no ha~m in it~ 
but the Baptists stood firm and true to their fundamental princip:les .s 
and aontinued to demand complete religious liberty and separati'.on of 
Church and Sta te. So strong _.. however _.. was the s entiment in favor of 
the assessme~t measure th at it was defeated finally only by a major­
ity of three votes. 

F'inaZZy ~ the ground was completely cleare d f or a final ccnsider­
c ti on of Jeffe rson's biZZ for .Establishing Religious Pree dom. On 
De cemb er l? s 1785 it pass e d and on Janu ary 19~ 1786 it reaeived the 
s ignature of the Speaker o f the House an d became Zaw. Thus Virginia 
be came the first government in the · worZd '. to establish the absolute 
divorce of Church an d State _.. Hthe greatest distinctive co~tribution 
o f Ame rica t o the sum o f Wes fern Christian aiviZizatian.·(1 

' says Hawks, the historian cf the Prot e stant Episcopali ans in Vir­
gi nia" 11'1.'he Baptists we re the prinaipaZ promote rs of this work s and 
i n trut h aided more than any other denomination in its ~aaompZishment!' 

flhi l e the s trugg Ze for re Zigi ous f r eedom was a t its he ight in 
Vi r ginia 3 a similar struggle was in progre ss in New En g Zands Zed _ 
by Isaac Backus ~ whil e ~he Warren Baptist Assodiati on furnishe d the 
machin ery f or t h~ assault . · To the first Contin e ntdZ Congress (1?74) 
Dack us pre s ented the grievances of New England Baptists ~ but the Con ­
q1•e ss t ook no o f fical notice o f his demands. Backus now turned to 
'1as s aahusetts _. the chi e f s trongho Zd o f Co_ngregationaZism... and through 
t he ye ar s o f the Re volution the Baptists conti~~ed their agit~tion ~ 
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and although . they were not imme4iateZy suaosasfut in winning comp ~ 
lete religious fre s dom 3 yet gradually publi6 ientiment grew against 
discr{mi~at{on and the B~ptis~ chur~hes continue d to increase ' through ­
out Ne1i1- . Eng .l.and • . In - 1?96 in New England~ not . ~punting Rhode Island., 
there were three hundred thirteen Baptiat ohurahefJ :,, · ci.n .:indication .. 
that the time was soon to come when · the New EngJa1id form of estab-

. liahment must give way bef9re the as~a~ltB: Pf the New England Bap. 
tists ~nd their allies. When Backus · zea~n~J .of th~ pass~ge of the 
Vir'ginia 4ct estal:>lishing Religious Freedom · in that state " he wrote ~· 
. "Equal Liberty of Consaienc.e is established as fully ._ as words can 
express it. Oh when shall it be so in New England! However., G6d is 

·working wonders here.n · . 
The close of the Revolution found the Baptists in the United 

States in . a vastly different position than . th~y had ocaubied ~t .the 
begin.ning. At the beginning of the fvar for Independence they _ 7.i?e!'e 
but am.a ll perse.auted groups~ 'here and the're ;, · made . up largely of 
t he underprivileged alasses~ eaonomically and eduaationally. By 
1 'l,9.0 a ' soc,ial . ret;olution had; taken place. Influen .tial an,d wealthy 
memb ers wer~ now counted among them ~ and their gener~l r~p~tation 
was equal to that ~f any other denomination of Christians. They 
had supported with almost una~imity the pdtribt aaus~ ih . the Wa~ · 
for Independenae ; . thay had fed in the. struggle for aomplete reiigious 
li'b i3 rty, whia.h had been so gloriously won in Virginia ~ . and wa~ · now 
movini . in ,ever , in~re~sing streams over the mountaih~ into the. new 
empire of theu)est. The seaOnd .. ahapter will traae Baptis~ migration 
over the Alleghenies and its establishment and growth ~here duri~g 
t he · l,atter years of the eighteenth and the early years of · the nine --
t e~ni~ centuries. · · 

- -:RELIGION_ ON THE AMERICAN FRONll,_§Ji. 
THE BAPTISTS 1?83- 1830 

. ByvlILLiiN WARREN SYEET, Pages ? -1. 7. 

++.++.+++.++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
ii!OREON SALEM ASSOCIATION 

'1.'he seaona s~s.sion · of the Sa.lem ,1ssooiation was held · at :ce dar Cre­
eek , Nelson . Co~nty ~ 6n September 30 . 1?06. Again ~ no refe~ence i~ made 
to . Elkhorn Association. 
·.·, Th~ t hird session was ahelcl at Cox ' s Creek ... Nelson County on Oato­
be r 6 :, 178?. AZ e tte,1~ of aorrespondenae was receive d from . EZ7cho'l'n '1sso -
3 iation · through mess engers John Tann er ~ Augustine Eastin ~ an d MCTri as 
Hansbrough . There ware .still only four qhurch e s in the associ ation . 

At t he fourth session . held at Cox 1 s Creek on October 1 . 1?88 . Bra ­
. shear ' s Creek (located n~a'l' the fytu~e site of Shelbyville) and ~olla 
ing Fork Ch~rches we re received into the unio~. The association at th -
s tiime numbered 6 ohurQhes with 188 members. . 

At the fifth sessio~ at C~x's Creek on October 3~ 1?89 ~ the vener ­
. cr,b Z.e J ohn Gano from EZ.khorn Assoaiation preached th e introductory s e r -• 
on .frormrAats 15 :6 . At this session the question of whethe r church mem . 
bers should be slave - hoZ. ders was agitate d. The as soaiation r e fused to 
con s i der the matter. But it caused much discussion for many y ears and 
fi na lly divi ded ~he association, Sev ern ' s Valley ~ Mill Creek ~ an d 
Ho lling Fork withdrew .after many ye ar s of agit(l.tion _, in 1'106 , J oshua 
Ca rman and Josiah Dodge became irreconcilable emancipatipnists and 
organized an emancipationist churah. Severn's Va : : ey and Rolling re ­
turn ed t o the Sa lem body . in 1802. 

Long Run Assoai ation was formed froom the Salem body 1:n 1803. 
Wen dell H. Rone .'. Sza. 



(SECOND Ass ~N IN KENTUCKY Con 
tinue d ) 

Spe nce r sta t e s t ha t r,this ua s 
t he s e cond asioci ation organiz ed 
in th e Mississippi Va ll ed~ and 
embr~c ed the first two ahurche s 
p l ante d on t he s oil o f Kentuck y 1

' 

·r Vo l. I I , 41 ) • . 
The Baptists in the weste Pn 

s e ttl e ments we r e s e par a ted fr om 
t ~cse on the ~aters o f the Ke n ­
tuc ky River b y a broad belt o f 
unse ttl e d country much infested 
by In di ans . Communicati on be tw e en 
t hem was infrequent in the pe rio d 
1? 80 - 1?85. Thus th e Baptists in 
the we stern settlements were in 
ignor ance o f what their bre thren 
we r e do ing on Elkhorn. They we r e 
f ewe r in numbers of both memb e ~s 
and pr eachers than their bre thren 

.in t he eastern ar ea. J eff ers on 
(1?8 0 ) and Ne lson (1 ·?84 ) we re th e 
on ty c ounti e s in exist ence ~ north 
of Gr een River an d we st of the 
Ke ntucky Rive r a t thi s time. But ) 
Zi ke them ~ they ap preciated th e 
adv ~ntage s and f e lt the ne ed of 
an aa soci ation ~ in which th e y 
mee t a t le ast once a y e ar and de •• 
vis e me ans for th e advancement of 
t he great cause that was de ar e r 
t o ·them a ll ~ and which a ffor ded 
t o th em t heir only s o l a ~e in the 
wil de rn e ss o f toil " dange r an d 
wear ying c o. re. 

Th e foll owing is a liter a l co ­
py o f the record of th e constitu-­
t ion o f t hi s fr a t ernity o f Reg u ­
l ar Bap tist s; made by t he cl e r k ~ 
Andr ew Paul ~ and transcribe d by 
Spence r Cl nck (in 1 8 2 6 ) in his 
Hi stor.Ji ?.1 Sa_l em_ As so ci ati c n_: 

•·'On Saturday . the tw enty -ninth 
Jay o f Octobe r ~ ~e ventaen hun dr ed 
and e i ghty- f iv e~ fo ur Reiular Bap­
t is t Church e s me t at Cox ' s Cr ee k ~ 
Ne Zs on County Ky. ; by t he ir de ­
l ega t es, in or de r t o f orm an as •-· 
soci ati on : and aft e r a suitable 
sermon on t he occasi on ; pre ached 
by our br o ther J os ep h Barn e tt , 
f r om th e first ch apte r o f ·J ohn 
and l?th vers e s proceeded t o bu- . 
s i ne ss. Brothe r J os eph Barn e tt 
beina cho s e n Mo de r a t or ~ and Br o- . 
the r Andrew Paul 3 Cl e rk. 

~I. Lett e rs fr om fo ur church­
es we r e r ead~ viz : 

§J}y_s. rn 1 ?._ Yall e y . constituted 

6 6 
June eighteent h~ s e v ente en hundred 
and eighty -one . Number of memb ers. 
t hirty - s e ven. No pastor. Cddar 
Cr ee k ~ cons t ituted July f ourth·, 
s e venteen hundr e d and e i ghty -one: 
Me mbe rs f orty --one . Jos eph Barn e tt ~ 
pastor. Bear Grass , constituted 
J anuary : seventeen hundr e d cr. nd ei ­
ghty-four. M~mb ers . nine t ee n. J ohn 
rvh1:tacre: past or . Cox~_!!__ Cre e k : con-• 
stituted April ~ s e venta e n hundred 
and eighty-five . Me mb ers twenty -­
six. 

nII. The right of church e s t o 
ass ociate, the na ture, characte r 
and auth o~ity o f an a;sociati on 
opene d by Brothe r Barnett. 

,:III. Th e constitution , princi -• 
pl e s and char act e r of the ~e v e r a l 
ch~rch e s 3 pr opaoing t o ass oci a t e 3 

minute l y inquire d into ~ bo t h in 
r egard t o disciplines and l e ft un­
de r c onsiderati on till Monday mor ­
nina . Adj ourned till Uo nda y mor ­
ning . 

"Met a ccor ding t o adj o!A-rnm ent. 
'·IV. Th e r ep ort o f · the s e v e r a l 

deZ e gates be ing read and att e nded 
to. RESOLVED ~ Th a t th e churches 
hcve ado pted 1The Phil ade lphi ~ 
Confessi on o f Paith . an d Tr ea ti se 
o.:rnisciplin~ _, ' he r e t o annexe d : 
and ho l d ours e lve s in full fe ll ow­
ship with the Philadelphia ~ Ke toc · 
t on and th e ~onon~alia Associati­
ons , rmd prope r measure s endeav o-­
r ed to obtain assistance from ~ and 
ao r r e s p ~n de nce with the s ame . ·· 

(From Spence ~~ II ~ 41-~5 ) 
Evi dence a~e ms t o po int t o the 

fact t !zat th e y hacl probably not as 
much as hear d o f th e organiznti on 
o f t he Elkhorn body ab out one mon ­
th previous t o thi s da t e: as a 
broC!d wil de rn e ss . f illed 1vith b l o .. 
dd -thirsty s avaged , int e rvened . 

On e cannot he lp no~ing the extra 
me dare and r e s pe ct th~ y manifes­
t e d tel.Jard the church e s 0, const an t -­
ly ex a lting th em a.h ove the as s oai -­
ation : an d th e extreme care s hown 
that the churches associ a ting be 
s ound in their fait h an c? disci p•· 
line. One als o no t e s tha t wh e r e 
th e Elkhorn adop t e d the Phil adel ­
phia Confe ssionwi th s ome exce pti ­
one . the Sal em adopt ed it in its 
entirety. · 

Jos ep h Barnett ~ and John Whit ­
acre were the only pr e achers in 
att endance at this initi a l mee t -
ing. - - Ye nde ll Ii. Rone_, Sr. 




