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ENCOURAGE YOUR CHURCH AND MEMBERS The above persons constitute
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MEMBERSHIP IN THE KENTUCKY BAP- committee. The Executive Secreta-
. TIST HISTORICAL SOCIETY. Help in ry-Treasurer and Convention Prest
causing the membership to climb dent are ex-offtiecio membérs.
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Now Avczlable of all materials to be published
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At Your Baptist Book Store
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-COBRECTING AN ERROR the founding of the first assoei-
ation in Kentucky - the Elkhorn,
°nstor MaZcoZm G. Lunceforo . on September 30-October 1, 1785 -

informs us that the Immanuel Bap- 4in the June issue of The Kentucky
tist Church. Frankfort, Ky.. ob-  Baptist Heritage. we now give a
serves its Tenth Anniversary on Bréef account of the formation c:
Jetober 17. 1971. The chureh was Kentucky Baptists' second associ:
crganized on October 15, 1961. We ation - SALEM.

had the date - October 15, 1962, (CONTINUED ON PAGE 46 nback)
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RELIGION ON THE AMERICAN FRONTIER - THE BAPTISTS

WILLIAM WBERLEN SWEET

,_”‘m“tlc the events we have been recountzng are of great momént “in
“me general history of -the Baptist. in Ameriecq, of much greater bmpn
tance for our present study was the extension of the Bapttsts into
rganza and Horth Carolina. The Baptists in Virginia éame from thr:
general sources. The first group eame from England and settled in
the south-eastern part of the colony in 1714. There they remained
wnnoticed and unmolested until past the middle of the eighteenth
h,uturg The second group came into Virginia from Maryland in 1743
and se ttled in-Frederick County.,,These Firss two groups were cencral
Baptists, that ts, thiy wére.dyminian -in doetrine, though- laten,
erﬂaﬁl tnrouqn the influence of Régular aor Calvinistic Baptists’
fron the L,zladﬂltha Assoctation, théy-gave up: ‘théir Arminian vicws
and accepted the Calvinism of the chular Baptists. These first two
groups are of little importance from the standpoint of the migration
c¢f Baptiste westward. We will, therefore, give most of our attention
to the third group which came largely from England, bringing with
‘them the fervor and spirit of the Great Awakening. ‘

The early leaders of this third group were Shubal Stearns and his
brother~in-law, Daniel Marshall, Separates or New-Lights from Con-
1eeticut., Stearns was the product of theGreat Revival and united
with the New-Lights in 1745. Finally convinced of the futility of
wnfant baptisem, hedetermined to be immersed and unite himself wzt%
the Baptists, which he did im 1751. The same year he was ordained
as’a Baptist minister and thkree years later (1754) left New England,
comin first to Opekon creck, Virginia, where there was a Baptist
chureh. Here he met Daniel Marshall, his brother-in-law, who had:

‘ust returned from the Susquehanna where he had been preaehzng to

the uohawP Indians. Like Stearns., Marshall had been converted und
the preaching of Whitefield. He came of Presbyterian ancestry. but
coming into Virginid, he eame in contact with .the Baptists. and
after examining their Iazth ana order " was zmmersed and vas licens-
.2d .as a preacher. :

Stearns and Marshalz preachud as evangeltsts in Virginia for a
short time, particularly in Berkeley and Hampshire counties. but here
they met considerable criticism and some opposition because of their
animated. preachzng, and charges were - praferred agatnst them in the
zssoctation. The decision of the association, however, was in favor
of. the. evangélistg . though .the results of theii Zabors in Virginia did
wot meet their expectation. This fact evtdently led Stearns and
Marshall and their eompany to: Zeave Virgivia and. locate in Gutlford
Jounty, North Caroltnag where they.uettled on Sandy Creek in 1755.
Soon after arriving, the little group of new settléers were organized
into a echurch which took tne name Sandy Creek, and. Stearns was ap-

cinted. tne pastor. ;
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Stearns, Marshall and Joseph Reed, another preagcher in the Sandy
Creek church, were soon engaged in evangelizing throughout a wide
territory. The Sandy Crecek church grew from sixteen members to six-
hundred six; and: other churehes were. formed. : New converts at Abbot’ s
Creek, thzrty miles away, were formed into a church and Marshall was
)rdazned as its pastor. As the wark: grew other preachers, to use

Semple's expression, were "raised” in North Carolina. Among them werc
ques Reid, Dutton Lane and most important of all, Samuel Harriss, a
san of zanuence in his community, who had held several offzcesg amonc
them burgess of the .county and colonel of the militia.

There had been Baptzsts in North Carolina since at least 1727
when a church had been “gathered” on Chowan River in the northeast
section of the ecolony. In 1742 William Sojourner,; a Baptzst minister
from Berkeley County, Virginta, settled on Kehukee Creek, North Caro-
ina. Soon there were several churches in the region and ten years
later (1752) the number had grown to sixteen. Like the early Baptist
churches in Virginia these early North Carolina churches were General
Boptists holding Arminian views, and were more or less lax in their
admzntstratzon of diseipline, mot requiring an experience of religion
previous to the administration of baptism. These churches were
visited in 1754 by John Gano of the Philadelphia Association and the
following year two other ministers of the Philadelphia éssoczatton
visited the churches and: superzntended their reorganization. _

Such was the gemeral Baptist 'situation in North Carolina when the,
Separate -Baptists under Stearns and Marshall began their work.

The older Baptists in Virginia and North Carolina, as well as all
cther demoninations in contact with them, generally dzsapproved or>
che Separates. ‘This disapproval was largely based upon the pulpit
mannerisms and type of preaching generally followed by the evangelists,
and by the effects produced upon the congregations. They were very

1028y in their preaching and Semple tells us that in the beginning of
the revival they ‘“whooped’ in 'many odd tones.’ An eyewitness at
one of their meetings sow “multitudes, some roaring on the ground,
some. wringing their hands, some in ‘exstacies, some praying, sSome weep-
ing. and others so outragious cursing and swearing that it was thought
they were really possessed of the devil.” One of the peeuliar man-
werisms developed by the preachers was the “holy whine” a sing song
nethod of speaking which scems to have arisen with outdoor preaching,
nd which: continued to be pra~ttced by the less educated Paptist
ainisters on the frontier for many years.:

The Separate Baptists had the reputation for being an ignorant and
“lliterate set. .As is generally the case, the people attracted to
the kind of meeting conducted by the Separate Baptist evangelists
represented the lower classes economically and educationally. The
intensity. of their religious exercises and their excesses alarmed
some and angered. others who were not swept along by the tide ofiemo-
tionalism. Those who held to infant baptism thought the Baptists
ecruel in neglecting the baptism cf thezr infants, and to some the very
wame Baptist was terrifying.

However, in spite of thetir: Zack of educatton and the general con-
tempt in which ‘they were held by those about themﬁ the Separate Bap-.
tists, under the devoted leadership of Stearns, Marshall and. Harriss,
md nmumerous other preachers, weré attracting hosts to their meetings -
und ehurches were springing up with amazing rapidity. The Sandy
‘reek church became "the mother, grandmother, and great-grandmother
f forty-two churches, from whieh sprang one hundred twenty-five
inisters.” ,
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From North Carolina the work spread into-Virginia where in 1760
the first Separate Baptist church was established. Samuel ‘Harriss
was one of the early Virginia converts and he became the apostle to
Virginia. In 1760 the Separate Baptist churches in North Carolina
and Virginia formed the Sandy Creek Assoetation and for the next ten
years the progress of the Separcate:. Baptists is almost umnparalleled in
aapttst history. . Whole communities were stirred and sirong Baptist

churches established. Semple thus describes the work of Reed and
Harriss in Virginia: - v ‘

"In one of their visits, they baptised scventy-five at one
time, and in the course of one of their journies, which gen-
erally lasted several weeks, they baptised upwards of two
hundred. It was not uncommon, at their great meetings., for
many hundreds to camp on the ground, in order to be present
the next day. .The night meettn933 thro' the great work of

_God, cantinued very late: the minister would searecely have

an. opportunity to sleep: sometimes the onor would be cover-

ed with persons, struck down under conviection for sin: It

frequently happened that, when they would retire to rest at. .

a late hour, they would be under the mecessity of arising

agatn, thro' the earnest cries of the penitent; there were-

instances of persons travelling more than one hendred miles to .

one of these meetings: to go forty or fifty was not uncommon.

The rapid inecrease of this extreme type of Baptist in Virginia
and North Carolina had much more than a religious signtificance. The
growing number of Baptists in Virginia soon made them a political
factor of importance. During the early period of the Virginia and
Torth Carolina revival, the Separate Baptists were badly treated by
the lower classcs. and much of the early trouble experienced by the
preacheérs was at the hands of the rabble.. By about 1770, however,
the Baptist revivalists had largely overcome this type of opposition.
The people came to realize that .the Baptists were fighting their
~hattles” and from this time on there began a popular reaction in their
favor. But about the same time trouble for the Baptists was brewing
in another direction. The Civil authorities began now to oppose them
and the years from 1768 to 1774 :are known as the "“Period of the Great

Persccution. ' The historian of the Ketoeton Association states that,

“When persecutors found that religion could not be stopped
in i1ts progress by ridicule, defamation, and abusive language,:
the resolution was to take a different step and see what that
would do; and the preachers in different places were apprehend-
ed by magisterial authority, some of whom were imprisoned.”
Leland states that thirty .or more of the preachers ’“were honored

with the dungeon,’ while some of them “were imprisoned as often as
four times.” In 1768 five of the preachers were arrested inASpott~
sylvania County as. disturbers of the peace and one of the charges
made against them was that '“they cannot meet a man upon the road, but
that they must ram a text of scripture down his throat.”

One of the five, Blair, was released after four weeks, and aZZ
were promised release 1f they would promise to preach no more in the
county, for a year and .a day, but this offer they refused and the
four remained in jail forty three days.

This is typteal of the persccution meted out .to Baptists to the
outbreak of the Revolution. When the preachers were arrested,it was
Jdone on a peace warrant, on the ground that they were dzsturbars of
the peace, and not that they were dissenters. - ,
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The qzvlz offzczals pretended that they were not: prrsecutzng re-
ligicon when they caused the arrest of the Baptist preachers, but were
acting in the cause of peace and good order. Preachers

“were not brou ht to the bar for religion mor for their
relzgtous opinions, nor any of their rites. modes or relig--

oius ceremonies. .but as disturbers of the peace. the per-

verters of good order, and the calling unlawful assemblies

together, taking the people from their necessary employmant

on their different farms and plantations, bringing the people

into habits of idleness and neglect of their necessary busi--

ness and interesting pursuits and thereby reducing the in- .

habitants to want and distress.”

Sanple thus deseribes how the tide of opznzon in favor of the Vzr~
7inia Baptists began graduclly to turn: :

"In the meantime, everything tended to favour their wishes

their persecution so far from impeding, really promoted their

cause; their preachers had now begcome numerous, and some of

them werve men of considerable talents.  Many of the leading

men favoured them: some. from one motive and some from another:

their congregatzons were large, and when any of their men of

talents preached, they were crowded. The patient manner in

which they suffered pcrsecutién, ratsed. their reputation for

piety and .goodness, in the estimation of a Zarge magorzty of

the’ people. Their numbers annually increased in a. surprising

degr gEvéry month new places were found by the preachers,

wherecn to plant the Redeemer's standard. In these places, ,

although but few might become Baptists, yet the majority would

be favourable. iany that had empressed great hostility .to

them, upon forming a more close acquatntance with themg pro- -

fessed to be undeceived."

Such was the generﬂl situation in Vzrgznza as far as: the Baptzsts
were concerned, when the War for Independence opened. The Baptists
vere still a comparatzvely small body. but they were strong enough
to.make 1t important for either side . to obtain their support and
influence, and the Baptists were. not slow in perceiving the adven -
tageous position in which they were pZaeed In eZectzng members to
the new state Legislature, the Baptists united their voices in elect-

ing men fauorable to religious liberty and freedom of consecicnce.
J%e opening of the battle for political freedom offered the oppor-
tuntty for the achievement -of religious freedom. :

The first breach in the special przvzlegeu of the ﬁstablzshment
in Virginia was won by the Baptists im 1775 when the Convention at
Riehmond granted each denomination of dissenters the privilege of
conducting divine service for its adherents in the army, "for the
ease_of such scrupulous consciences as may not choose to attend div-
ine services as celebrated by the ghaplain.?” From now on. the Baptists
beeame active in petitioning the Virginia authorities to ‘abolish the
church establishment. In 1776 the Virginia Convention placed in, >
the first state constitution the philosophy of reZzgzous liberty -
when the Jtrst independent Legzslature deelared against all laws pun-
,bhzng men for religious opintons, and exempted dissenters.. from taz-

wtion for the support of the establishment. Meanwhile the :resbJ—
terians. Lutherans, and other dissenting aroups united. their pet-
itions to those of the Baptists, and of great significance and impor-
tanee in the struggle for religious. frecdom were the able allies,
Thomas Jefferson, Jamés Madison, Patrick Henry and George Mason.
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In 1774, Madison wrote in a letter to a college friend:

“ "That diaboliecal, hell-cconceived prineiple of perseccution
rages among some; and to their eternal infamy. the clergy can
furnish their quota of imps for such business. This vexes
me the worst of anything whatever. There are at this time
in the adjacent county not less than five or sixz well-meaning
men in close jail for publishing their religious sentiments,
which, in the main, are very orthodox. I have neither patience
to hear, talk, or think of anything relative to this matter:
for I have squabbled and scolded, abused and ridiculed,so
long about it, to little purpose, that I am without common
patience. " ! ‘

Throughout the years of the Revolution the Baptists were carrying
on their agitation for religious liberty. They had learned the ex-
/odtoncj ”of petitions, pubZtCttyt agztatton, commissions and lobby-
ing. and little by little concessions were granted to the dissent-
ers. They petitioned for a law legalizing marriages pertormed by
a dissenting minister: they assaulted the vestrics and asked that
overseers of the poor be elected by the community at large. But
none of these partial measures satisfiecd them: they demanded com-
DZute religious freedom and they continued their agitation until it
was achiéved.

On June 18, 1779 Jefferson’s bill for the establishment of relig-
tousfreedom was presented to the Gemeral Assembly of Virginia, and
from that time until its passage in 1785 the contest continued.
Other bills were introduced and considered and rejeccted. The sub-
stitute bill which came nearest passage was one providing for a
general assessment for religicus purposes, with the provision that -
persons giving in taxes should declare the denomination to which
+hey wished their assessment ¢: go. If they made no deelaration,
the money should go to eneourage seminaries in their respective
counties. The Episcopal people, of course favored the measure and
the Presbyterians were wavering. Was%zngton could see no harm in it,
but the Baptists stood firm and true to their fundamental principles,
and continued to demand complete religious liberty and separat:on of
Chureh and State. So strong, however, was the sentiment in favor of
the assessment measure that 1t was defeated finally only by a maaor—
ity of three votes.

Finally. the ground was completely cleared for a final consider-
ation of Jefferson's bill for Establishing Religious Freedom. On
December 17, 1785 it passed and on January 19, 1786 it reccived the
,ngature of the Speaker of the House and became law. Thues Virginia

ccame the first government in the world ‘to establish the absolute
ﬂvvorce of Church and State, "the greatest distinctive contributzon
of America to the sum of Western Chrietian civilization."

Says Hawks, the hzstorzan of the Protestant Episcopalians in Vip-
ginia. "The Baptists were the prineipal promoters of this work, and
in truth aided more than any other denomination in its accomplwshment”

While the struggle for religious freedom was dt its height in
Virginia, a similar struggle was in progress in New England, led
by Isaaec Buackus., while the Warren Baptzst Assoctation furnished the
machinery for the assault. To the first Continental Congress (1774)
Dackus presented the grievances of New England Baptists, but the Con-
gress took no offieal notice of his demands. Backus now turned to
lassachusetts. the chief stronghold of Congregationalism, and through
the years of the Revolution the Baptists continued their agitation.
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and although they were not immediately successful in winning eomp -
lete religious freedom, yet gradually public sentiment grew agatnst
diserimination and the Baptist churches econtinued to inercase through-
out New England. In 1796 in New England, not counting Rhode Island,
there were three hundred thirtcen Beptist churches, an.indieation

" that the time was soon to come when the New England form of estab-
Lishment must give way before the assaults of the New England Bap.
tists and their allies. When Backus learned of the passage of the
Virginia Act establishing Religious Freedom in that state, he wrote:

"Equal Liberty of Conscience is established as fully as words can
express it. Oh when snaZZ it be so in New England' However, God is
‘working wonders here.

The close of the Revolution found the Baptists in the United
States in a vastly different position than they had occupied at the
bbgznntng. At the beginning of the War for Independence they were
but small persecuted groups, here and there, made up largely of
the underprtvzleged elasses, economically and educationally. By
1790 a soeial revolution had takem place. Influential and wealthy
membere were now counted among them, and their general reputation
was equal to that of any other denomznatzon of Christians. They
had supported wzth almost unamzmzty the patriot cause in the War
. for Independence; they had led in the struggle for complete religious
thurty which had been so gloriously won in Virginia, and was now
moving. in _ever. inereasing streams over the mountains into thé new
empire of the west. The second chapter will trace Baptist migration
over the Alleghenies and its cetablishment and growth there during
the latter years of the eighteenth and the early years of the nine-
becnth centuries. , :

"RELIGION ON THE AMERICAN FRONTIER
THE BAPTISTS 1783-1830 ;
By WILLIAM WARREN SWEET. . . Pages 7 -17.

,+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
MORE ON SALEM ASSQCIATION :

The. second scsszon of the Salem Association was held nt Cedar Cre-
cek. Nelson County. on September 30 .1786.. Again. no reference is made
to Elkhorn Association.

.The: third session was aheld at Cox’'s Creck, Nelson County on Oeto-
ber 6. .1787. Aletter of correspondence was received from Elkhorn Asso-
2iation through messengers John Tanner, Augustine Eastin. and Marics
Hansbrough., There were still only four churches in the assoeiation.

At the fourth scssion, held at Cox‘'s Creek on October 4, 1788, Bra-
~shear’e Creek (located near the future site of Shelbyvzlle) and Roll=
ing Fork Churches were received into the union. The association at th-
s tine numbered 6 churches with 188 members.

At the fifth session at Cox's Creck on October 3, 1789. the vener-
.able John Gano from Elkhorn Association preached the zntroductory ser-
on frommicts 15:6. At this session the qucstion of whether church mem-.

ers should be slave-holders was agitated., The association refused to
“Onolaor the matter. But it caused much discussion for many yecars and

"inally divided the assoeiation. Severn’s VaZZeyu Miltl Creek_ and
foZang Fork withdrew after many years of agitation. in 1708, Joshua

Carman and Josiah Dodge beecame irreconcilcble emancipationists and
urganzzeﬂ an enanczpatzonzst chureh. Severn's Va::ey and Rolling re-
turned to the Salem body im 1802.
Long Run Assoeiation was formed from the Salem body in 1803.
-~ Wendell H. Rone. Snp, ,




(SE”OND ASS'N IN KENTUCFY Con-
tinued)

Spencer states that “this was
the sceond asscoeiation organized
in the HMississippt Valled. and
embraced the first two churc%as
planted on the soil of Kentucky”
(VOZ II. 442).

The Baptists in the western
settlements wereseparated from
thcse on the waters of the Ken-
tucky River by a broad belt of
unsettled country much infested
by Indians., Communtication between
them was infrequent in the perzod
1780-1785. Thus the Baptists in
the western settlements were in
tgnorance of what their brethren
were doing on Elkhorn. They were
fewer in numbers of both members
and preachers than their brethren
in the eastern area. Jefferscn
(1780) and lNelson (1784) were the
only countics in existence, north
¢f Green River and west of the
Kentueky River at this time. But,
like them, they appreciated the
adventages and felt the need of
an association , in whiech they
meet at least omnce a year and de-
vise means for the advancement of
the great cause that was dearcr
to them all, and which afforded
to them their only solace in the
wilderness of toil. danger and
wearying ecare.

The following 18 a literal co-

ry of the record of the constitu-
" tion of this fraternity of Regu-
lar Baptists., made by the clerk,.
Andrew Paul. and transeribed by
Spencer Clack (in 1826) in his
History of Salem Assocectation:

“On Saturday. the twenty ninth
day of October, seventeen hundred
and etghty-five, four Regular Bap-
tist Churehes met at Coax's Creek.
Neleson County Ky., by their de-
legates, in order to form an as-
soetation. and after a sutittable
scrmon on the occasion, preached
by cur brother Joseph Barnett,
from the first chapter of John
and 17th verse, proceeded to bu-
siness. Brother Joseph Barnett
being chosen Hoderator. and Bro-
ther Andrew Paul, Clerk.

"I. Letters from four church-
es were read. vVia:

Severn’s Valley . constituted

- June etghteenth,

66
. seventeen hundred
and eighty one. Number of members.

thirty-seven. No pastor. Cedar
Creck, constituted July fourth,
seventeen hundred and etghty-one.
Members ferty-one. Joseph Barnett,
pastor. Bear Grass. constituted
January. secventcen hundred and ei-
ghty~four. Members. nineteen. John
Whitaere. pastor. Cox’s. Creek. con-
stituted April, seventeen hundred
and eighty-~five. Members tuwenty-
8%,

“II. The right of churchecs to
assoeitate, the nature, character
and authority of an association
opened by Brother Barnett.

“ITI. The eonstitution. prinei-
ples and character of the scvercl
churches, propscing to asscciate,
minutely inquired into, both in
regard to diseipline, and left un-
der consideration till Monday mor-
ning. Adjourned till Monday mor-
nzng

‘“Met aeeording to adjournment.

“IV. The report of the several
delegates being read and attended
to. RESOLVED, That the churches
heve adopted 'The Philadelphig
Confession of Faith. and Treatise
of Discipline,’ hereto annexed.,
and hold ourselves in full fellow-
ship with the Phtladelnhzaa Ketoe -
ton and the Monongalia Assocciati-
ong. and proper mecasures endeavo-
red to obtain assistance from. and
correspondence with the same.

(From Spencer, II, 44-45)

Evidence secems to pOLnt to the
faect thet they had probably not as
mueh as heard of thp organization
of the Elkhorn body about one mon-
th previous to this date: as a
broad wilderness. filled with blec-
od-thirsty oavaqed intervened.

- One cannot help noting the extre
me care and respect t%cy mant fes -
ted toward the churehes constant-
ly exalting them above the assoei-
ation: and the extreme care shown
that the churches assoeiating be

sound in their faith and diseip-

line. One alsoc notes that where
the Elkhorn adopted the Philadel-
phia Confessionwith some excepti-
one the Salem adopted %t in its
entirety.

Jos eph Barnett, and John Whit-
acre were the only preachers in
attendance at this initial meet-
ing. Vendell H. Rone, Sr.

P






