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This valuable book will be r ep~in­
t ed and made available if we can 
·e cure as many as 300 orders for . 
! t:; and at the abo~price. 
Should any wish to have thi s clas -

ic work on early Baptist life in 
~irginia and Kentucky from about 
~??Oto 1820s fill in the order 
;'.,lunk enc Zo s ed. 

DO IT NOW.'! .'! 
17

(,' U. may have thebook for $? . 50 
>ostpaid if payment accompanies 

,: our order. Should you not be in ­
leres ted, pass the Order Blank v~ 
[;o a f riend. Should we not be able 
t o secu~e enough orders to guaran ­
t ee republication, the money will 
~e returned in full to all who pl ­
,.,,ce orders. 
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THINGS TO COME 

NARCH 15: . 11J. H. SPENCER : KENTUCKY 
DAPT IST HISTORIAN. 11 By 
Jr. Leo T . Crismon 

Also an article on The Fi r st Ch -
1rter of the Kentucky Baptist Hi s­
":o riaaZ Society , secured in March , 
18 ?1. This is our Centennial Year. 
Second Oldest Hist . Soc . in S . B.C. 

A WORD OF TRIBUTE 

The Officers and .Memb0rs of the 
Kentucky Baptist Historical Socie­
ty extend their deep sympathy to 
the family and friends of DR!- DA ­
VI S C. WOOLLEY , Executive Secreta ­
ry 'o T the Southern Daptist His-tor ­
ica l Sdclety , who died in Nashville 
on January 15 , after an ex tended 
illness 

Dr . Woolley had been a most court ­
eous and considerate f r iend and 
helper to the officers of the Ken ­
tucky Baptist Histo r ical Society 
and Commission . Atl of us admired 
him greatly, and we feet that his 
s ervice to our denomination in the 
f ield of Baptist Hi story was most 
commendable . His wi s e leade r ship 
ha s Zed all of us to have a great ­
er appreciation for- our Daptist 
Heritage , 

-- - - Wendell H. Rone , Sr. 
-------=-=============------------

OUR ANNUAL MEETING 

The annual meeting of the Kentucky 
Baptist Hist6rical Society and Com 
mission will be held wi th the Ced­
ar Creek Daptist Church ~ Fe r n Cre­
ek, Ky ., Jeffe r son Co unty ' s oldest 
Baptist Church (1 ?92) , on Jul y H, 
19?1 . William D. Martin , a member 
ofour society , is the pa s tor . He 
has do ne a most commendable work 
in gathering and prese r ving the 
history of this church , whicn is 
as old as the state o f Kentucky . 
Put this date on your calendar and 
plan to attend. Mo r e detail s lateF. 



S.E.C . HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
AND SOCIETY 

The Southern Daptist Historic a l 
Commission and Society will hold 
its annual meeting on April 19-21, 
19?1, in Nashville, Tennessee, at 
the S.B.C, Building and Dargan­
Carver Library , S.S.B. Duilding. -
This year 1 s meetings will be sad~ 
Jened over the recent death of Dr . 
Davis C. Woolley 
Me mbers of the Kentucky Bapiist 
Historical Commission and Society 
1vill attend the Nashvil-le meeting. 

HISTORICAL SOCIETY MEMDERSHIP 
IS GROWING RAPIDLY 

Membership in the Kentucky Baptist 
Hi storical Society is growing ra­
pidly. It is now at the highest 
po int in its century - old history, 
and gives evidence of much greater 
growth. As of Mon day, February 0th 
the membership stood as follows: 

LIPE MEMBERSHIP ($25 . 00) 

Crismon, Dr. Leo T. 
Southwestern Seminary (Texas) 

ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP ($2.50) 

Al l::;.n, Hall 
Badgett, Dr. J, Chester 
Do yd, Mrs. Orma R. 
Carlisle Ave . Baptist Church 
Cavanah, Rev . George and wife 
Childers, Rev . Isador e 
Clark, Robert S. 
Crawford 3 Kenneth M.D. 
Crumpler, Rev. W.L. 
Culver, Rev. Chester P. 
Daley, Dr . C.R. Daley 
Deusner, Charl e s 
Dunn.,, Ronald 
Ea s f-erling, C.A. 
Pel t~. Lemue l B, and wife 
Fiel ds, Dr. Carl R . 
GraV ~R, Rev. I. Fe rd 
Greenfield, Rev . Harold 
Hartung, Re v. William 
Hatler, Rev. H. G.M. and wife 
Hay e s, Rev . Kenneth 
Hill, Rev. C.R . and wife 
Hobbs:; James 
Houchens, John M, and wife 
J ewe ll, Geor ge R. 
Johnson, Jo e E. 
J onas, Rev. J a. ck 

(continuec from left column) 

Kittinger , Rev. S.A . 
Martin, Rev. William D. 
McQuary , William L. 
Morton, Garnett D. 
Neal, Miss Julia 
Nichols, Charlie and wife 
Pardue, T.A. 
Pauley, Drantley H. 
Ripp~to, Rev. S. Earl 
Roberts , Rev . William Austin 
Rone , Wendell H. Sr . 
Rone, Mrs. Wendell H. Sr . 
Rowe , Rev. Simpson D. 
Sanders , Dr . Harold G. 
Shely , Wyatt 
Smith, Mrs . Bert R. 
Stinnett, Rev. L.T . 
Th ompson, Rev. W.W. 
Tigue, Joe 
Walters, Francis R. Jr . 
Walte1~B, Gifford J . 
Warford, Rev. Earl 
Long Run Association 

(Dr. G. Allen West Jr . ) 
Williams., liowc.rd 
Woodring, Miss Nellie M. 
Yates, Dr. O.W . 
Yates, Mrs . O. W. 

NOTE : Four persons left their mo ­
ney on the table at the Au­
gust 14th, 19?0 , m0eting at 
First Baptist Church, Hodg­
enville, but they left no 
name or address . Check the 
abovelist and let us kn ow 
who y ou are. 

Our goal in membership is 100 by 
March 31, 1971 , as we observe our 
Centennial. The K.B . H. S. was char ­
tered by the State of Kentucky on 
March 21, 1871 by legislative act. 
Kentucky has the second oldest 
Baptist Historical Society in the 
Southern Baptist Convention, as 
the North Carolina Society was 
chartered in 1870. Our Ma r ch News ­
letter will have a copy of the o­
riginal charter and a brief histo ­
ry of the society from 1871 to 19 .. 
21, the first fifty years. 

Let us encourage individuals , in ­
s titutions , churches , and associ­
a tions to become either LIFE or 
ANNUAL members of this society . 
Our go a l by 19?6 is l,000 members 
-- the date of our Bi-Centennial, 
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By LEO T. CRISMON 
President Kentucky Baptist Historical Society . 

A paper presented before the GeneraZ Association of Baptists 
in Kentucky, EZizabethtown, Kentucky, November 18, 1958, 
marking the Lincoln sesquicentennial, 1809-1959. 

The Lincoln family originated in England and came by way of New 
England (1637), New Jersey, Pen~sylvania, and the Shenandoah Valley 
of Virginia to Kentucky. Abraham Lincoln (1744-1786), the pioneer, 
left Virginia and came to Kentucky in 1782 and settled on the east 
branc~ of Floyd's Fork which later became Long Run Creek. In Vir~ 
ginia he was a member of a prominent family and he was also a member 
of the Linville Cre ek Baptist Church. "Th ere ii every reason to be­
lieve that this pioneer brought his religion along with him and that 
the Linville Creek Baptist Church had a new birth on Long Run"(l). 
In May, 1786, this pioneer was kiZZed by Indians and, according to 
tradition, he lies buried under the present building of the Long Run 
Baptist Church. His family, aoneietir;g of''1iis . wif?, .Bathsh eba or 
Be rsheba, and three sons, Mordeaai, Josiah, and Thomas, mov ed to 
Washington County, north of the present town of Springfi0ld. 

Thomas Lincoln, the youngest of the sons, "who was born in the 
Linville Creek Church community"(2), Roakingham County, Va. (3)~ and 
brought by his parents to Long Run, grew up in Washington County, 
and lived and worked in the neighboring areas, including Elizabeth­
town. He was known especially as a skilled carpenter(4) and he had 
a set of tools seldom possessed by settlers in the county(5). On 
June 12, 1806, Thomas Lincoln and Nanay Hanks were united in marriage 
by Jesse Head, a minister of the Methodist Episcopal Church, in a 
cabin then located in Washington County near Beechland, but now lo­
cated in the Lincoln Marriage Temple at Harrodsburg. This latter 
t emple, built in the form of a Cross, is designed after the old 
Lulbegrud .Baptist Church which was erected in Kentucky in 1799(6). 
This marriage involved suah well known and prominent persons in the 
area that the Washington County Circuit Court recessed on that dayi 
It was in sesBion Monday to Wednesday, June 9-11, it recessed June 
12, and it was in session again on Friday, June 13(7). 

Soon after the marriage in 1806 Thomas Lincoln and his wife be­
gan housekeeping in a cabin, constructed by him, in Elizabethtown, 
and here on February 10, 1807, their first child, Sarah, was born(B). 



In December, 1808, (9) the Lincolns moved from Elizabethtown to 
the South Fork (of Nolin Creek) farm, three miles south of Hodgen­
ville in the part of Hardin County which later became LaRue(10) where 
Abraham Lincoln was born on February 12, 1809. This site is at pre­
sent the best known and the most widely publicized of the localities 
to which Lincoln is related. However, Abraham Lincoln himself did 
not remember that place and doubted that it could even be located(11). 

Prior to May, 1811, the Lincolns removed to a cabin on the Knob 
Creek farm(12) on Highway 31E between Hodgenville and Bardstown, and 
they lived there until November, 1816. This is called Lincoln's boy­
ho od home. He stated in a letter to Samuel Haycraft (June 4, 1860), 
"my earliest recollection, however, is of the Knob Creek place"(l3). 
At this place Lincoln, with his Bister, Sarah (died January 20, 182 8 )/ 
attended one of the few sc hoo ls which he was privileged to attend(1 4~ 
They attended, about 1815 , a school near the present town of Ather­
t onville, (15) taught by Zachariah Riney. (16) 

While they liv e d on the Knob Creek farm, Thomas and Nancy Hank e 
Lincoln, who certainly must have known the Baptists in Elizabethtown 
and their doctrines, joined the Little Mount Baptist Church to whic h 
s ome of the relatiVeA of Nancy Hanks Lincoln already belonged. Thi s 
church was formed by an anti-slavery group which left the South Fork 
Baptist Church (located five miles ~outh of Hodgenville, now in Lynn 
Association) in protest against slavery interests in the membership . 
o f the South Fork Church. One o f the ministers o f this church wh om · 
Abraham Lincoln heard was David Elkins (born bafore 1780; died aft er 
1842)(1?). 

In the fall of 1816, between Thanksgiving and Christmas, (18) the 
Lin~olns left Kentucky and, crossing the Ohio River at Hawesville, 
(1 9 ) they settled in what later became Spencer County, Indiana. 
Factors in their leaving Kentucky were: "Migratory Tendencies," 
"Opportunity", "Influence of Kinsmen" (s ome of them were already in 
southern Indiana (, "Slavery" and "Land Titles" ( 2 0). 

Although there was a Baptist church in the locality, Little 
Pigeon Cre ek Baptist Church, organized June 8, 1816, (21) the Lincolns 
f or some reason did not see fit to join it, and when Nancy Hanks 
Linco ln died on October 5, 1818, she was still a member of the Littl e 
Mount Baptist Church in Hardin County, Ky(22). Since there was no 
minister nearby when she died and it was winter, a funeral sermon 
was delayed until the spring of 1819, when at the insistence of her 
s on Abraham, he writing a letter, a request was s ent for David El- · 
kins, a f ormer minister of her church, Little Mount, of the Hodgen­
ville community in Kentucky, to come to Indiana and to conduct the 
memorial service(23). 

"Nancy Ha~ks Lincoln was a waman of rare qualities of mind and 
heart, and though she died in 1818, when her son was only nine years 
o ld, she left impressions upon him which could never be effaced, an d 
which directed his whole future movements. 'All th a t I am on earth, ; 
s aid President Lincoln to Rev. A, D. Gilette , then of Washington 
City, 'I owe to my Baptist mother. I am glad to see you, doctor; yo.u 
r emind me of my Baptist mother'. (24)" 

Thomas Lincoln, after the death of his first wife, returned to 
Elizabethtown and married Sarah Bush Johnston, on .Dec ember. 2, 1819, 
a widow and the mother of three children, The site of the house in 
which this wedding took place is marked by a bronze plaque, a few 
hundred feet north east of the Court House. He took his wife and her 



three ahiZdren baak to Indiana with him where she assumed the respon­
sibiZity for oaring for his two ahiZdren aZso. On June 7, 1823, 
Thomas LinaoZn joined the LittZe Pigeon Creek Baptist Church by Zet­
ter from the L1:ttZe Mount Baptist Churah and his wife joined "by 
experienae"(25). · 

The onZy sister of Abraham LincoZn, Sarah, who married Aaron 
Grigsby on August 2, 1826, joined LittZe Pigeon Creek Baptist Church 
four months prior (Apr. 8, 1826) to her wedding, and when she died on 
January 20 1828, she was one of the first to be buried in the new 
buriaZ gound of the ahurch(26). 

In regard to the buiZding erected by this church in 1821(27) a 
sketch found in the history of Spencer County, Indiana, states: 

Thomas LinaoZn, father of Abraham LinaoZn, made the win­
dow and door casings, the puZpit, eta. Abraham LinaoZn 
did some of the work on the buiZding, and often went to 
ahurch there(28). 

When the bui:t,iJ,ng needed repair in 1825 Thomas LincoZn was appointed 
as one of three trustees to attend to the matter(29). 

Thomas Linaoln belonged to this ahurch untiZ, at his own request, 
he was granted a Zetter of dismissaZ on December 12, 1829 just prior 
to his Zeaping for Tl Zir,ois. During these year~ _ he attended. the ser­
vices of the ahurah reguZarZy, he served on committees, was moderator, 
served as a trustee, was a messenger of the church at meetings of the 
association, and contributed to the support of the ahurah(30). 

There is evidence that Abraham LinaoZn, as a boy between the 
age s of 14 and 19 years, was for a time the sexton of this LittZe 
Pigeon Creek Baptist Churoh(31). This impZied .attendanae upon the 
s er~ioes of the church, aZong · with other infZuenoes pointed out abov eJ 
shows that the formative years of President Abraham LinaoZn were 
spent in a reZigious atmospheP~ which was predominantZ~ Baptist. Thi ­
sketch is concluded with the removal of the . fami Zy to Illinois in 
1 IJ 30, soon after which Lin co Zn Zeft the infZuenoes of his father's 
home to go out on his own(32). 

Abraham Lincoln, according to most authentic souraes, never 
joined a ahurch. In 1846 he wrote, "That I am not a member of any 
Christian Church, is true; but I have never spoken with intentional, 
disrespect of religion in goneraZ, or of any denomination of 
Christians in partiauZar(33)." 

The sta~emen.t most often quoted from LinaoZn in regard to his 
religious aonneation is as foZZows: "When any ohurah wiZZ insaribe 
over its aZtar as a sole quaZifiaation for memb~rship, 'Thou shalt 
Zove the Lord thy God with aZZ they heart and with aZZ they mind, 
and they neighbor as theyse lf, ' that ahurch wi Z Z I join with al Z my 
heart and with aZl my souZIZ4)." 

In 1864 LincoZn said to Joshua Speed, of LouisviZZe, in regard 
to the Bib le, ". . . take a Z Z this book upon reason that you · can, and 
t he baZanae on fa'ith, and you wiZZ Zive and die a happier and better 
man ( 35), " 
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11KENTUCKY PREPARES TO MARK ITS 

200th AN.NIVERSARY"- -- --

So reads a caption over an an~ 
ticle in the Courier-Journal, on 
February ? (B-2)~ written by Miss 
Ann Pardue, Staff Writer. 

In the articles she tells of 
Gov e~nor· Louie B. Nunn appointing 
Mr. Clyde M. Webb to be th e Cha­
irman of The Kentucky Historical 
Events Celebration Commission, 
which will formulat e plans to aid 
th e State of Kentucky in obser -

ving the 200th anniversary of the 
founding of Fort Harrod and the 
100 running of the Kentucky Derby. 

While we Baptists may not be 
too thrilled about the Derby Cele­
bration, we are vitally interested 
in the Fort Harrod Celebration in 
19?4, for it was there in April, 
1??6 that Thomas Tinsley and Wil­
liam Hickman preached the first 
recorded Baptist Sermons on Ken­
tucky soi Z. 

The History Nbugn is biting mo 
re and more persons. Amen! 



J ort n {ZQ=~=~LEi-::2 KY. BAPTISTS' 
PIONEER 

Q;A~LOR HISTORIAN 
============================-=-===================================== 

JOHN TAYLOR, pioneer Baptist minister, farmer, and author, was 
born in Faquier County, Virginia, on October 2?, 1?52; and died in 
Frankfort, Kentucky, on April 12, 1835, 

According to Spencer (I,54) his father wasted his estate through 
intemperance, and young Taylor was brought upto hard labor on a farm. 
While he was a youth his parents moved over the Blue Ridge mountains 
and settled on the Shenandoah river, in Frederick county. Here at 
the age of seventeen, he heard the gospel preached for the first tim , 
The preacher was that valiant pioneer Virginia and Kentucky minister , 
William Marshall. He was strongly affected by Marshall's preaching, 
and resolved to listen to him no more. But he was unable to throw ofJ 
the impressions of the Spirit concerning his guilt of sin~ After in­
tense reading of the Bible and much pray~r. A revival prevailed unde1 
the preaching of Marshall and the brothers, Joseph and Isaac Redding, 
both of whom became valuable prsacher~ in Kentucky were converted an d 
baptized. They began holding revival meetings in the area after their 
conversion. Having been ihtimat~ associates with Taylor in sinful a­
usemmnts; he began to attend their meetings. His conviction of sin 
was deepened and continued for many months. At last, he found peace 
in Christ and was baptized by James Ireland, in his twentieth year. 

Young Taylor immedi~tely felt a call to tnter the 'ministry, and af• 
ter mu~piug~ith Joseph Redding in South Carolina, the two returned to 
Virginia and comenced laboring together in spreading the gospel. For 
about ten years, sometimes with Redding or others, Taylor devoted 
himself to preaching the _gospel in the frontier settlements among 
the western pioneer settlers. God crowned his labors with abundant 
success. He helped Joseph Redding to found Lunie's Creek Church in 
1?83 and became pastor of South River (later Happy Creek) after Wil­
liam Marshall moved to Kentucky in 1?81. 

In the fall of 1??9, Taylor visited Kentucky for the first time, 
traveling across the mountains on horseback. Joseph Redding had star­
ted at the same time to come down the Ohio River on a flat boat. He 
reached Louisville in the spring of 1?80, after being detained. Ill­
ness in Redding's family, and the death of one child, Zed to a dete~ ­
mination to return to Virgina. Taylor, also being discouraged at the 
low state of religious faith in Kentucky, joined him in the return t c 
their former fields of labor. 

However, in the fall of 1?83, having married and received a small 
amount of property from a deceased uncle, Taylor determined to re­
turn to Kentucky and make it his permanent home. Coming down the Red­
stone and Ohio rivers he came to Beargrass Creek (Louisville) in se­
ven weeks. He then traveled overland to Craig's Station on Gilbert's 
Creek in Lin co Zn County, arriving there a U,tt le before Christmas, and 
about three months after starting from Virginia. Craig's Station was 
located near what is now Lancaster, in Garrard County~ While here he 
was a · member of Lewis Craig's famous "T-reve Zing Church" which had 
come to Kentucky in the fall of 1?81. · 



After remaining at Craig's Station for about seven months, Taylor 
moved north of the Kentucky River into Fayette (now Woodford) County 
onto his own Zand. This hardy pioneer cleared his ground for planting 
and erected a simple Zag cabin for his family. · 

In the winter of 1?84-85 the first religious revival in "Upper 
Kentucky" took place in the cabins of the settlers in this area, wit h 
Taylor being the leader. This resulted in the organization of the 
famous Clear Creek Church, in April, 1?85. Thirty members were in the 
constitution, including four ordained Baptist preachers: John Taylor, 
WiZZiam Cave, James Rucker, and John Dupuy. Clear Creek was organized 
out of South Elkhorn Church (1?83) which had been organized by Lewis 
Craig out of the "Traveling Church" members from Gilbert's Creek who 
moved north of the Kentucky River prior to Taylor's removal. Taylor 
had been a member of both Gilbert's Creek and South Elkhorn . 

. In October, 1?85, Elkhorn Assoc~ation was organized at Clear Creek 
Church, and Taylor was in the constitution. Taylor became pastor of 
Clear Creek in 1?86 and continued three years. He continued to minis­
ter until 1?94 within the membership, when he helped Joseph Redding 
to constitute BuZlitsburg in June, 1?94, and moved among them the 
following month. This was in Scott (1?92) County, and Later Campbell 
(1?95) and Boone (1?99) . · 

In 1800 Taylor assisted in establishing Corn Creek Church in upper 
Henry County near the Ohio River. It is now in Trimble County. He was 
in the qons ti tution o..f. .. ~ig .,Spr_ing ,Sp!!i..ng . ( 18 :Z.2), Fran{::.for.t,. First 
(1816), and Buck Run (1818) Churches. These churches, together with 
aZZ the others in Kentucky and Virgina which he held membership in 
from 1??2 until 1823 formed the subject of his famous Baptist histo­
rical classic, published first in 1823 and repubZsihed in 182?, en­
titled A HISTORY OF TEN BAPTIST CHURCHES--"which the author has been 
alternately a member--:-rr- Through this fifty year span Taylor was very 
active in Elkhorn, Franklin, and Long Run Associations. 

A rather prosperous farmer, Taylor received very ZittZe remunera­
tion from the churches he pastored. It is a part of the sad commen­
t ary of his latter Zife that he opposed Luther Rice and the mission­
ary interests, publishing in 1819, a pamphlet entitled THOUGHTS ON 
MISSIONS, which he Zater seemed to regret having written. Although 
he wavered in aligning himself with the leaders of missionary Bap­
tists in Kentucky in the missions controversy, upon the rise of Camp­
be Zlism in th e last half of the 1820's, he stood firm in his support 
of Baptists from his very first meeting with Alexander Campbell. In 
1830, to help combat the vagaries of Campbell he published the HISTO­
RY OF CLEAR CREEK CHURCH AND CAMPBELLISM EXPOSED. Campbell had some 
rather unkind remarks to make against Taylor, but the oZd veteran 
stood his ground. 

It must be noted that Taylor returned to Clear Creek Church as a 
laboring minister, until they could secure a pastor, in early 1822. 
He had been called as pastor, but oniy agreed to serve as interim. In 
that time the old church was greatly revived and "more than 160 were 
baptized. 11 The revival continued over a year and the church regained 
he r former greatness. Taylor baptized about one half of the about one 
thousand members who --had en·teP"ed by experienC!'e and baptism between 
1?85 and 1823. His history came from the press about this time . He 
thus became the first historian of note among Kentucky Baptists. 

Some unknown writer said of him: "HE TRAVELED AND PREACHED VERY 
EXTENSIVELY, AND PROBABLY PERFORMED MORE LABOR AND WAS MORE SUCCESS­
FUL THAN ANY OTHER PIONEER PREACHER IN KENTUCKY." 

--- Wendell H. Rone, Sr. 


