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considered an error in the denominative style of the Church,
and we corrected it. This we did, from a sense of religious
duty, by what we considered a lawful vote of the Church,
_ agreeably to her rules. _

in the amendment or alteralion of the name, there was a
minority against it, who also presented a letter to the Associa-
tion under the former name. They, with their letter and
messengers, were received as the Church, while this Church
was rejected, without investigation, on account of the name
of the Church being altered, as above suggested, from “The
first Baptist Chureh of Lexington,” to “The Church of Christ
on Mill Street in Lexington.” B

~ That this Church had a right to alter or improve her de-
fomination; and still retain her membership in the Associa-
tion, if she involved no change in doctrine or ordinances,
. neither of which has been alleged, will appear from the
following extracts from the records of the Association.
With respect to the rights, privileges. and duties of the
Churches composing her body, the Association, in her Circu-
~ lar Letter of 1825, declared, that “it ever had been a funda-
mental principle with her, that the Church or Churches of
Christ are independent and free, and have no authority from
their Great Head,” the Lord Jesus Christ, “to delegate any
portion of their freedom to any individual or body of men,”
not even to a Baptist Council of helps, “and that the actual cor-
rection of every thing that is wreng in opinion, principle, op
practice, and the supply of all that is wanting, must be ef
fected in the Churches by the members acting up to their
duties and privileges according to the word of God.” The
Association, mereover, declared in the same Letter, in refer-
énce to the necessity of reformation, that “it is manifest that.
the present state of religion falls very far short of the stand-
ard of the Gospel;” that “the Churches are below their
privileges and duties the members often appear but little
more than formal” or nominal “professors,~—-we see and
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feel thatby the neglect of religious duties at home and in the
Churches, there is a waut of the life and power of the reli-
gion of Jesus Christ in the soul; and. in the same degree;
there is a want of Christian comfort and happiuess iu pro-
fessors.”  And, with regard to the style of address in heading
of letters to the Association,she replied, in her minbutes of
1826, to a query occasioned by a Church having dropped the
name of Baptist from her denomination, and substituted the
name of Christ, “that the practice of the Churches had been
different, some styling themselves The Church of Christ,
~ and others, The Baptist Church of Christ, and others, The
Church at such a place.”—At the meeting of the Association
in August 1826, the Church above alladed to was received
_ under her changed name, and the above advice was given in
reference to the subject.

In addition to all this, the Association did, in her Circular
Letters of 1825 and 1826, address and style the Churches
composing her body, “The Churches of Christ.” And the
Constitution of the Association declares that it was formed
for “the comfort and happiness of the Churches of Christ.”
Notwithstanding all this authority of principle, example, and
advice, this Church was rejected or disowned by the Associas
tion, as having forfeited her membership in the Association by
changing her name, without being permitted to utter a word
by her letter or messengers in explanation or in justification
of what she had done!-——While you thus acted towards this
Church, you received the letter and messengers of a schis-
matick minority of this Church, as the Church, without any
inquiry being made into their order or standing, simply be-
cause they presented themselves under the name of “The
first Baptist Church of Lexington.” [We term the minority
a schismatick minority, on twoaccounts. 1. Because they
separated themselves violently from this Church, after she as-
sumed the denomination and style of ““The Church of Christ.”
And, 2udly. Because, agreeably to their own vote in Decem-
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ber 1825, they retain a name which is unauthorized by Scrip-
ture, and which is divided or distinguished from the name of
the Church of God in the Gospel in its denominations, and
is condemned and forbidden. All of which will appear in the
next section.] And thus you find yourself in the strange at-
titude of maintaining and defending a Baptist Church, as
different from, and in direct opposition to, a Church of Christ!
We cannot discover the reason of this, unless it be found in
the sentiment which some entertain, and nota few we be-
lieve, that Baptism is the bond of Church union and fellow-
ship in a Baptist Church, while we maintain that faith in the
Lord Jesus Christ, with love and obedience to him according
tothe Gospel, are the principles of Church union and fellow-
ship in the Church of Christ. In this system of union and
fellowship, Baptism is included, but is not permitted to pos-
sess the place of the name of Christ, to give name or char-
acter to the Church, more than any other ordinance or duty.

Perhaps the ahove is the reason why we frequently hear .

" members of Baptist Churchesin the West free to declare that

they know that they are Baptists, but do not know that they
are Christians; for Baptism is made the mould of théir char-
acter, as it is the principle of their union aud fellowship.

What we have stated above occurred on Saturday.

You allege in the note at the bottom of the second page,
in reference to Saturday’s business, that the two letters, one
from this Church and the other from the first Baptist Church,
being presented, “a motion was made to read both letters,
which was overruled; the causes of the division of:that
Church, being set forth in discussion. And on motion, the
letter, with the original name and style of the Church, was
reccived by a unanimous vote, and the messengers therein
named took their seats.” The assertion that “the causes of
the division of the Church being set forth in discussion,” is totally
erroneous; and if intended toinduce a belief that the state
of the Church, which we considered called, for reformatien,
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or the measure adopted by the Church to effect it, in which
the change of name was only a part, were in any degree set
forth in discussion, truth compels us to assert that it is a fla-
grant misrepresentation; and is designed, if there be any de-
sign in it, to decewe the Churches and the publick at large.
For you know, as do all the members of the Association who
‘were present, and as do all the spectators, that we were not
permitted to say or read a word in explanation of the subject,
or in defence of what we had done, nor did any one for us.
Having rejected our letter and messengers on account of
the name of Christ on Saturday, with many reproachfal re-
marks, made particularly by Eider Vardeman agaivst us, it
‘was reasonable to expect that you would have permitted us
to pass without further observation. In this, however, we
were mistaken.—On Monday the subject was called up again
Siby the statement” which concludes your minutes, and which
_you profess unanimously to have adopted; than which a more
erroneous and ubnjust representation we have not seen made
in any case. It is as follows.

“On motion the following statement was unanimously a-
dopted, viz. 5 '

“It is with deep and sincere: regret  that this Association
has learned that an unhappy difference has taken place in
the first Baptist Church at Lexington, so as to rend that
Church as it were asunder, on account of an attempt made
by part of the Church, lead on by: Dr. James Fishback, to
chaoge her denominative name. The difficulty has run se
high that both parties claim to be the church—and have ex-
ercised in distinct and separate bodies the privileges and bu-
siness of Churches; so that Dr. Fishback and his party have
excluded 7 of the most prominent members opposed to them;
and those opposed to Fishback and his party proceeded to ex-
clude Dr. Fishback and his party to the number of 42 mem-
bers. This association disclaims all interference in the inter-
nal government of the Churches composing her body. But
being satisfied, that the first Baptist Church of Lexington, is
the regular church at that place, received her letter to the ex-
¢lusion of that presented by Dr. Fishback and his party;
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and they would earnestly advise the first Baptist Church at
Lexington to use her best exertions, in charity, to restore fel-
lowship and harmony in the Church; and the Association
would also most solemnly warn that part of the Church at-
tached to Dr. Fishback, of the awful danger and alarming
tendency of causing divisions in society by the introduction
of a system of things by which the name and character of the
Baptist denomination would be essentially changed, and we
adjure thém in love to return to the Church from which they
have rent themselves.”

Compare what you have said in this paper, of your pro-
Sfessed “deep and sincere regret,” and of “the awful danger
and alarming tendency of a system of things by which the
name and character of the Baptist denomination would be
essentially changed,” by denominating this church a church
of Christ instead of a Baptist church,' with the extracts a-
‘bove exhibited from your own minutes and from the constitu-
tion of the Elkhorn Associagion itself, and tell us, Were you
really sincere in using this language of sorrow and of awful
danger and alarm? Or was it not rather intended to cover
in some degree the glaring injustice that this church receiv
ed fiom you?

‘Daring the many passionate and opprobrious remarks which
were made while this subject was under consideration on
Monday, you continued the seal upon our lips—yon not only
injured and insulted us, but forbid us to complain.—A Span-
ish Inquisition in our land coald have done: no more. You
permitted our motives, conduct and character to be assailed
with asperity and rudeness, not only with impunity, but with
apparent applause, particularly by Elder Vardeman, who was
the most prominent leader in this strange business, as he had
been the principle adviser of the minority of this church, and

Y promoter of division and strife since her April meeting. He,
ﬂ;m':wﬁ%%fter having employed much invective against us, by which
he seemed to think he had succeeded in the Association, to

disgrace us beyond the hope of recovery, and to have depri-

ved us of the fellowship and love, and even of the commox
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hospitality of all Baplist christians, railed upon us in the fol-
lowing style: “Where now are these Mill-street christians!
Let them seek an aS)Ium where they can find one!” This
“scornful railing reminded some of us who were present, of
~ the scene that was acted at the cross when the Saviour wag
~ guspended upon it, and brought forcibly to our recollection
~ a few of the first verses in the second Psalm, concluding with
the 6th: “yet have I set my king upon my holy hill of Zion,” not-
. withstanding their raging and vain imaginations,.—Yes, we
were reminded of these things,and repeat them without design-
ing to apply them to poor brother Vardeman. Could he have
known our hearts, or have been acquainted with our motives
- in what we had done, or have felt the consolation and happi- -
‘mess we felt, he would have been at no loss to know where
we find an asylum, under the peltings of so much unchristian
feeling and rudeness as we experienced from him and others
in the defence of the name of Baptist in opposition to that of
Christ.. He would have known that “the name of the Lord
is a strong tower,—~the righteous runneth into it and is safe.”’
Yes, we have found the word of God verified: “If ye be re-
proached for the name of Christ happy are ye, for the Spir-
it of God and of glory resteth upon you: on their part he is
evil spoken of, but on your part he is glorified.” While we
_ have had the frownsand the reproaches of such Baptist breth-
renas Elder Vardeman for the name of Christ upon us, we
have enjoyed the smiles of God in our souls, and have felt 2
spirit of forglveness towards them.

In what we have said we do not intend to include or te
_gensure all the members of the Association or the churches
cémposing that body. A very few leaders, in our eopinion,
who have been bad counsellors and mere partisans, have caused
the continuance of the division and strife, and have aggrave-
ted all the errors and evils of which we complain, and for the
‘Most part are themselves the authors of them, 5

'Ph! churches, we are persuaded, cannot approve the eon:
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&uct of the Association, when they are informed of the real
pature and state of :ZZ case. . ‘
~ We were surprised and sorry at seeing the ease and wik-
| lingness with which our brother Jacob Creath, Sen. lent him-
self to the work of oppression and denunciation. In his ac.
customed style of military eloquence, he charged us, in
denominating this church a church of Christ, with having
“tore down the Baptist flag contrary to the Bible!” The
Jatter part of the expression excited some interest. We hoped
to have heard him point to the paragraph in the Bible that
would justify the assertion. But when asked for the anthori-
ty of a Baptist church, he declined an answer, as he did to the
three following questions: Whether or not John the Baptist
ever formed a church? How long it had been since any
church was called a Baptist church? And whether or not the
majority of a church, acting agreeably to the rules of the
church, could be guilty of schism in adopting any measure?
as was the ‘case with this church in changing her name.
" We have sometimes heard Brother Creath eloquent in ex-
hibiting the colours of the cross when preaching, butin his
address at the Association he would seem to have given some
reason to fear that:this was only a sort of parade day pulpit
theme, whife the Baptzst JSlag is the object of his constant, every
day care and concern; and, of course, that Christianity is only
periodical, while Baplzstzsm is the order of every day.—Is not this
too much the state of the religion and of the churches of the
present time, and which the Association, in her cireunlar let-
ter of 1825, said demanded reformation?

After you determined to expose us in your statement on
Monday, you became concerned about the evidence by which
you should sustain the things contained in it, and called for
the members of a commaltee of helps, which bad been convened
without our knowledge or consent, to give testimony. = This,
however, was waved for that which was considered still bet-
ter, viz. the written report of that council, which you thought
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would be quite sufficient to justify your statement, especially
the assertion in it, “being satisfied that the first Baptist
. Church of Lexington,” meaning the minority of this churchy
; “is the regalar church at that place, we received her letter
2 1o the exclusion of that presented by Dr. Fishback and his
party.” And being thus satisfied, you proceeded to the solemn
warning you addressed to the party, as you call them, attach-
ed to Dr. Fishback, of “the awful danger-and alarming ten-
dency of causing divisions in society by the introduction of
~a system of things by which the name and character of the
Baptist denomination would be essentially changed.”’~~After
which you advise us ‘in love to return to the church from
which we have rent ourselves.,” In a previous part of your
statement you allege that the rent was the consequence of
“an attempt made by part of the Church, led on by Dr. Fish-
back, to change the denominative name of the church.” Al
though that council was called by the advice of Elder Var-
~deman to the minority, without our knowledge or consent;
and against the rules of this cnurch, to whom we submitted
nothing for their judgment and advice; and although their
‘written statement and advice is fraught with error, which we
will hereafter show; yet, that very written report, on which
you professed to rely as the best evidence in the case, inform-
‘ed you that the name of the church had been actually changed,
that the attempt made was a successful one, notwithstanding
the council thought it ill-advised and improper:—in which
opinion, however, this church, “which is independent and
free, and has no athority from her Great Head to delegate
any portion of her freedom to any individual or body of men,”
as was declared by the Association in 1825, and which she
did not pretend to delegate, differed with the council, and
considered it well-advised, proper, and absolutely necessary.
That paper, moreover, states, “the Church should have recon-
sidered the vote adopting the preamble and resolutions by
which the covenant and name was changed, when ferty-nine
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of her members asked a reconsideration.” What! reconsider
a measure that had never been considered! Thus your own
best-evidence‘provés the name of the church was changed-=
and we assert that it never bas heen reconsidered; nof
did the forfy-nine members, or any namber of them, ever apply
Sfor a reconsideration of it.—~The minority broke off directly
ar\)d violently from the church at the April meeting, and never
has submitted to the act of the church, or applied for a re-
vision of it. This will appear hereafter. And yet you
were satisfied that the minority was the regu‘lar church
at Lexington!

Thus you perceive how altogether mlﬁpiaced and frivolous
your affected solemn warning to us is, and how preposterous
and absurd it was for you to exhort us to return to the church
from which you allege we had rent ourselves, when the im-
putation of our having done so is itself untrue, and is a ca-
lumny, and falls with all the force of truth and merited re-
buke upon the minority whom you received as the church,
and upon yourself for receiving them. «

* It has been very indastriously reported by Elder Varde-
man and some others, that the council of helps had settled
the difficulty in the church, and therefore “the Association,
which has no power over the'churches, had nothing to do with
it.”. This is said to justify the violent procedure of the As-
sociation. But there is nota word of truth in it. The As-
sociation declared in her circular letter of 1825, that she
“has power to regulate herself in her associate cafpa‘city,”
and of course to preserve all the rights of the churches ag
they stand connected with her, and are members of her body.

But let us see what the council pretended to do.

The council of helps were called, as above suggested, for

“the purpose of sustaining the minority of this church in de-
fiance of her authority, and not only without the knowledge
or consent of this church, bat in violation of ‘her rules. This
willappear in asubsequent section. We did not therefore sub-
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mit any matter or thing appertaining o the rights or the in-
terests of this church to their judgment or advisement, We
gave them information to enable them to understand the sub-
ject, and that they might know that they were altogether an
ex-parte council, and were not authorized to sit by the conseat
of this church to advise about her concerns.

We informed that council that “all the difficulties that ex-
isted could be settled by the disaffected members of the church
getting into a good state of religious feeling, which would be
effected more readily by the friendly and religicus co-opera.
tion of Brother Vardeman, than by their agency; and sug-
gested that uniting in prayer to God for instrnction and di-
- tection and in friendly conferences, wou'd aid the object.”

These things we communicated to them by way of hints, in
a written statement we read to them by a committee, from a
belief and hope that they would in some degree influence
them in the advice 'they‘might give to. the minority. They
geem, however, not to have taken the hint, and rather to have
considered their business of quite a different nature than to
conciliate the parties in a way that accorded with the free-
dom and independence of the church. :

The council of helps did themselves and the subject great
injustice on several accounts, and the minority very great in-
jury, perhaps principally through precipitancy or a want of -
due consideration. After learning that they were altogether
an ex-parte council, they should have refused to act,unless by
the consent of this church they had been made a mutual one.
Instead of this they proceeded, in violation of our statements,
and in the face of our protest against considering avny thing
that appertained to us, to make out the following statement:

“The first Baptist Church of Christ at Lexington having
called for helps to aid them in settling some difficalties ex-
isting in said church, pursuant to the call on the 16th June,

. 1827, the following members as helps attended the church;
viz: From the Great Crossings, John T. Johnson, James
Suggett, and Thomas Henderson.—From Davids Fork, Ed-
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mond Darnaby. and B. A. Hicks.—From Providence, James
Marrs and W.'T. Bryan. A motion was made, and the said
first Baptist church appointed the following members, who
were present, as additional helps, viz: John Payne, John Par-
ker, Peter Higbee, S. M. Noel;, W. C. Buck, W. Gist,
Th. Bullock, and B. S. Chambers. ,
“The committee organized themselves by appointing S. M.
Noel Moderator, and B. 8. Chambers Clerk. A motion was
then made and adopted by the committee of helps, requesting
the members of the church to state their difficulties upon the
most important subjects in writing. ' The members, pursuant
to the request, submitted their written statements, and made
their remarks in relation to the causes of difficulty. After
which the committee of helps being left alone to consult upon
the subjects of difficulty in the church, upon motion adopted
the following statements and advice, (viz:) The committee
state that the chaage of the covenaut and name of the
" church was ill-advised, and improper in the first instance.—
That the church should have reconsidered the vote adopting
the preamble and resolutions by which the covenant and name
of the church was changed, when forty-nine of her members
asked for a reconsideration, and that the forty-nine members
had a right at their May meeting to vote for a reconsidera-
tion themselves, when those members friendly to a change
left the meeting-house. . And the committee of helps recom-
mend to all the members of this church, to meet together as
a church under their old name and covenant, and endeavour
by all means in their power to unite in harmony and brother-
ly love. ‘ . : —
“The committee then appointed their Moderator and Clerk
to report their proceedings to the Church, and adjourned.
Test. B. S.Cnauzsers, Clk. S. M. Nozt, Modr.”

Tt is seen by the names of the committee, that they com-
posed the strength of the Elkhorn Association. »
This church did not attend the committee of helps, but
sent a committee to read to them a written statement of the
whole matter, for the reasons above suggested. They did not
leave with them the paper they read, but left with the
council two other papers containing a statement of facts with
protests, &c. which. were not read to them at all. These pa.
pers the council did not read before they made out therr
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statements and advice, as members of it have, frankly ac-

knowledged since. From the paper we read to them we
make the following extracts.

“One thing we think due to this committee to state, and
Ahat is, that unless the leaders of the minority have been en-
tirely mistaken in their design, the object they bave had in
view in calling this committee was to employ them as an in-
strument to assist them to injure and degrade this church
with the religious community and the public at large, as far
as in their power. Of this, however, this church feels no
fear, for she cannot for a moment think that this com-
mittee would be so disregardful of her own dignity and res-
pectability, as in any advice she might give to the minority
to invade the rights and independence of this church,
and render themselves deservedly odious to the, disciples of
(tihe Lord Jesus Christ and the friends of truth and good or-

er. :

“This church feels herself humbled and mortified at being
placed in a situation' that makes it necessary to enter into the
previous detail. This committee has been called without
her knowledge, cousent, or participation. This church does
not believe that any thing had occurred that justified the call
of this committee. If the vote of the church in the adop-
tion of the paper changing the name of the church was .op-
pressive and offensive to the minority, we were ready and
willing at any time to have reconsidered it, and if wrong to
have rectified it. They never even asked us to do any thing
to help them. We tendered to them every thing that was in

~our power, without the violation of our rules and of our con-

science. We therefore protest against the necessity or the

propricty of calling this committee, and cannot but think that

the minority acted very improperly in doing so, as they have

thereby filled the country with many evil surmises, rumors,

and apprehensions that are altogether groundless with res-
pect to this chureh, and have put the brethren of the com-

mittee to the inconvenience and trouble of attending with-

out cause.

“As the committee has been convened without the knowl-
edge, participation or consent of this church, and in her jodg-

- ment without any occasion, this church sabmits no matter or
thing in which she is concerned to the deliberation or advise-
ment of the committee.” ;
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And yet it has been asserted that this commwtee settled all
the difficalties in the church! v

In making out their statements and advice they assumed to
themselves the right to change the name of the church with-
out consulting any body; the very thing which we did by &
regular vote of the church, and which was the cause of their
being called! The only difference was that they retained
the name of Baptist, and we dropped it; they assumed the
name of Christ in their denomination, and so did we. In this
we were more scriptural than they,—their denomination hav-
ing no authority in the word of God.

The council erred in their statement in the follong par-
ticulars, viz,, The change of covenant had not been alleged
by the minority, nor did they ask them any advice or aid in
reference to it.  Their whole object was to have their aid in
reconsidering “the denominative name.”

It was not true, as we stated, that the mmonty ever applied
to the church for the reconsiderationof the vote by which the
name of the church was changed, nor have they said publicly,
that we have heard of, that they ever did—and it was em-
phatically denied by this church before the council,

It is not true that the members friendly to a change left the
meeting-house at the May meeting, until after a regular mo-
tion was made and seconded for an adjournment, and a vote
was taken and the motion was decided in the affirmative,
without one opposing word having been uattered, or one op-
posing vote having been given. The forty-nine members,
several of whom were African sldves, remained in the house
‘after the church adjourned and were dispersed, and in her
absence, and without her knowledge or consent, voted for the
reconsideration of the subject, or that they would reconsider
it; and in four days afterwards, after consulting Elder Var-
‘deman, at an unlawful meeting resolved fo call the council
of helps to assist them in doing so. These members had ne
more right, after the church had adjourned, to consider any
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thing that appertained to the church, or to sit in a church ca-
pacity, than they had to consider any thing that appertained
to the government of the United States, or to sit as the con-
gress of the United States. And we assert, that since the
meeting of the helps, this church has never been invited to
. meet with the minority, either under the old name or any
other, to endeavour to restore harmony and brotherly love, as
recommended by the council. And we, moreover, declare
that the question relative to the change of name never has been
reconsidered, and stands just where it was left at the conclusion
of the April meeting, when the first Baptist Church of Lex-
‘ington was denominated The Church of Christ on Mill-street
in Lexington; nor is there any thing in the statement of the
council of helps that contradicts the latter part of this state-
ment. And yet you affected to be satisfied that the minority
is the regular first Baptist Church of Lexington; and that
the council settled all the difficulties!

What we have stated above, were some of the facts and
¢ircumstances which we were prepared to prove to you, rela-
tive to the minority and the eommittee of helps, at the Asso-
elation.

As a full and clear expression of the judgment and disposi-
tion of this church, relative to the council of helps and their
statements and advice, we publish the following resolution,
which this church spread upon her book at her next meeting
after the council of helps sat, which you will consider in
connection with the above extract from the address of this
church to them.

¢ Resolved, that a council of helps having been called by the
minority of this church, under the superseded name of the
first Baptist Church of Lexington, without the knowledge or
eonsent of this church, and without a shadow of authority
or propriety in her judgment, and in violation of her rules;
and having laid before that committee our protest against
their intermeddling with any matter or interest that apper-
tained to this church, after presenting to them a statement of

S &
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fucls for their information, its advice is not ackmowledges
by this church as having any claim to her regard.

«And with a view of all the circumstances of the case, we
declare, that if it was designed by the council, that their opin-
" jon and adviee should be considered as baving any bearing
upon the rights or privileges, the order or the interests of this
church, so as in any degree or manner to bring them into
question, or to involve them in doubt, as they are viewed
and understood by us, to that extent the council of belps is con-
sidered to have been guilty of an officious interference with,
and to have committed an outrage upon, the freedom and in-
dependence of this church, and the rights and feelings of her
members: Against which, in the name of the Lord Jesus
Christ, the only acknowledged Head, Counsellor, and Help
of this church, and inthe face of the world, We protest.”

The foregoing statements and resolution ‘we have exhibit-
ed to show, among other things, how unaﬁ_thorized and unjust
the assertion is, that a committee of helps had settled the
difficulty in this church.

Elder Vardeman has preached almost every other Lord’s
‘day to the minority, since the April meeting of this church,
and was regularly attended by the members of this church
four or five weeks, without ever saying a word to one of thens
in reference to the division, or of the authority by which he
preached in our bouse; nor did he, that we know of, visit a
single member except of the minority during that time. He
did nothing, of which we have ever been informed or have
any reason to believe, to promote peace and union, but the
reverse. 'This conduct the Association ought to have inqui-
red into. We regret that his conduct in this case does not
entitle bim te the benediction of the Lord -Jesus Christ;
“Blessed are the peace makers: for they shall be called the
children of God.” 7 : h

The Helps, we apprehend, spoken of by Paul, and whe
were of divine appointment, were very diﬁ'ex‘_eﬁt from the
helps of the present day. Dr. Lightfoot supposes them te
have been helpers of the Apostles; persons who agcompanied
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‘them, baptized those who were converted by them;and were

sent by them to such places as they could not attend, being

‘otherwise engaged. Macknight considers Helpers to be
those “who, speaking by inspiration to the edification of the

church, were fitted to assist others.” They were certainly

endowed with supernatural gifts, and were employed in

building up the Church of Christ, and in glorifying Him;—for
these purposes all spiritual gifts were given. The helps in
the New Testament promoted no sectarian interests in religion
in reference to the church of God in the Gospel—they sus-
tained no rival flags, sectarian banners, or party names. They
did all things in the name of Jesus Christ, and held fast the
form of sound words, in faith and love, which were given unto
them. : ' ]

Three of the churches out of the four that were applied

to for helps by the minority at the instance of Elder Varde-
man, were of ‘a greater number, in several counties, over
which he was pastor! We cannot say precisely to wha! ex-
tent they possessed the spiritual gifts and qualifications for
Helps which are according to the gospel; and whether or riot,
if their own condition, ascertained by their practice, were
the criterion, they would not in their attempts to help us,
have helped us rather backwards than forwards.—Had we have
submitted any thing to their counsel and advisement, we
should have considered it a duty first to have inquired into
these things, and to have known how far they had actually
succeeded in helping themselves. For instance, we would not
have called into our aid, under the idea of religious helps,
those whose churches were not in Gospel order in constitu-
tion and practice; nor would we those individuals who neg-

lect family worship, or who fail to bring up their children in

the nurture and admonition of the Lord; or who do not con-
secrate the Lord’s day to his peculiar service, and give to the
Lord Jesus Christ the pre-eminence in all things; or those who
do not themselves enjoy the life and power of religion in theif
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oWwn souls: as it was for the promotion of these religious du-
ties and enjoyments successfully that we desired reformation.

Before concluding this section, we must consider ene other
excuse which our brother Creath made for your not reading
our letter:=-it is this: that the name in which we presented
ourselves was not known on the minutes of the Association.
This we considered quite frivolous, because the address of
our letter, which you heard read, presented this church to
vou as “The first Baptist Church of Lexington,” (the name
under which it had been formerly known,) “now denominated
“The Church of Christ on Mill-street in Lexington.” This
address demanded of you an inquiry into the subject of the
change, as there was an opposing minority, with a view how-
ever only of ascertaining whether or not the change had
been effected agreeably to the rules of the church; if it had
been, you were bound to have received us, unless we waved
the right from (prudential considerations in reference to the
minority, as there was nothing, as we have already shown,
in the name itself that could deprive us of our seat, agreeably
to former nsage and the decisions of the Association, but the
reverse. '

In thus acting yon would have maintained the dignity and
propriety of character that become an Association of “‘the
churches of Christ,” as you had styled yourself the two pre-
ceding years; and you would have preserved the rights of
the churches composing the Association in their associate ca-
pacities, if wndeed they have any, while you would have ac-
knowledged their independence, and left them free to manage
their own internal concerns, ;

Whatever you may have said about reformation, and about
your want of power over the churches, your conduct at the
last Association proves very clearly, that any church which
may desire to improve her state, that is a member of the Elk-
horn Association, and makes the attempt, must do it at the
hazard of being published to the world, as having forfeited
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her character, and as deserving the reproaches of the Baptlst
denominatien.

Had you have done yourself justice at the setting of the As-
sociation, which you were arged to do, by an impartial in-
vestigation, you would have learnt that the whole matter on
- theside of the leaders of the minority about the name in oppo-
sition to this church, was mere pretence. You would have
known to an absolute certainty, that they had declared again
and again thatfor the name of Baptist Church, for which they
* contended in opposition to the name of the Church of Christ,
which formed a part of our reformation, and on account of
which they divided the church, they cared nothing.—that
with them it was not worth any thing, and that their opposi-
tion arose from personal m tives. This they attempt-
ed to conceal from many of the members, under the expres-
sion of great affected horror at the idca of a division in the
church, and by which they endeavoured to influence their
votes; which was fully proven by the fact, that when they
found themselves, after all their efforts, in the minority, they
were the first to declare themselves in favour of division, and
were actually the leaders in it. You would moreover have
learnt, that all the hard speeches that have been made against
us for having endeavoured to degrade the name of Bapust,

were undeserved and erroneous. This you would have known
? by simply examining the last resolution in the paper we adopted
at the April meetihg, and by reading the resolution tendering
to the minority a friendly separation; in the former, you would
have found that we reserve to the members of this church
the name of Baptists, and to this church her membership in
the Elkhorn Association, and connection with the Uniied
Baptists. And thus you would have saved yourself the re-
~ proach and disgrace of prostituting the character of the As
sociation to the purposes of injustice and injury, by becom-
ing subservient to the passions and personal resentments of a
few individuals, by whom you permitted yourself to be deceived
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by implicitly crediting what they said, and by closing your
eyes and ears against all other information. For these things
nobody is responsible but yourselves. !

=G
SECTION 2.

We now proceed to give you some account of our change
of name, which we tendered to you at the meeting of the Asso-
ciation and was refused.

In thie part of our statement, which relates to the state of
the church which we considered demanded of us reforma-
tion, -we shall be brief. Suffice it to say, that an unhappy
state of things had occurred, arising from a variety of caus-
es,some of which were of considerable standing, and much di-
versified in their character. Our church meetings became
very unpleasant, and a number of the members of the church
began to talk of applying for letters of dismissal.

This state of things, connected with what we knew of
God’s will and of our duty, with a sense of obligation to do
it, left us without excuse in continuing as we were, and
without hope of getting into a better condition should we do
%0, :

Searching the Scriptures, prayer, experience and observa-
tion, with the lights of church history, had convinced some of
us that no church can be spiritually prosperous for any
length of time, that is not built directly upon the Lord Jesus
Christ, through faith in him, as the only bond of church u-
nion and of christian fellowship, agreeably to his offices and
character as revealed in the word of God, and placed under
him in his name as her head, guide and protector, to be gov-
erned and influenced alone by the laws and institutions of
the Book of the New Covenant as written by the Apostles and
Evangelists. With this order of religion and of religious so-
ciety we considered the glory of God, the happiness of the
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saints and the eonversion of sinners are connected, as upow
them the operations and sanctifying influences of the Holy
Spirit are bestowed.,

The church of the Apocalypse in Philadelphia, for keeping
the word of Jesus Christ and not denying hisname, was kept from
the hour of temptation which came upon all the world to try them
that dwell in all the earth.

The depravity of the human heart after its conversion to
God, renders it perpetually liable to error, passion, batred and
division, and which have no antidote but in Jesus Christ
dwelling in it by faith without a rival, as he is revealed in
the gospel. The hearts of christians are liable to be cast in-
to a great variety of moulds, which give a correspondent di-
versity to their characters in sentiment and affection; for it
is a law of our moral constitution, that whatever principles
are the objects: of our confidence, become of necessity the
mould of our characters. The image of God is impressed
upon the heart by the gospel alone, and thus “we are renewed
in knowledge after the image of him that created us.” The
- prominent characteristics of that image are love to God and
love to man, and hatred to sin. All sectarian principles and
peculiarities, to the extent they operate, prevent the word of
~ God having free course, that it should be glorified in the

saints and in the conversion of sinners, and exclude the sanc-
 tifying influences of the Holy Spirit, and are the elements of
strife and divisions among christians, 'to the dishonour of the
Lord Jesus Christ. These views of the subject had im-
pressed the minds of some of the members of this church so
strongly, as to allow them no peace or salisfaction in continu-
ing as we were, particularly when in distress, and it became
a matter of conscientious 1e]1g10us duty to aitempt a refor-
mation.
A more full developement of our views, as connected with
the Name, und werd of Jesus Christ, will appm r in a subsequent
aeetmn,
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Brother Fishback, the former pastor of this church, and
the only one she has had since she was first constituted, on
account of the difference of opinion between him and some
of the members on this subject, resigned his pastoral office
in November last, and in April he introduced the paper
hereafter presented, for the consideration of the church.

It will be seen by the paper itself, after all that has been
said upon the subject, that the whole plan of reformation at
which we aimed, consisted alone in acting out the great pro-
testant principle, that “the Bihle is the religion of protes-
tants,” by restoring the Lord Jesus Christ to his throne in
his kingdom or church as sovereign Lord of all, and his laws
to his subjects and kingdom:—or in other words, by a solemn
Religious Church Act to place our hearts and the whole in-

‘terests of the church directly under his protection, instruc-
tion and guidance in his name according to his word. This
we have done—and we ask, To whom else could we éo in
our affliction, but to him? We were in distress and needed
help.—We had no confidence in the arm of flesh or in the
help of men.—We were convinced that “QOur help was
in the name of the Lcrd who made heaven and earth.” We
turned with our hearts to him, and found him a present help
in time of need. Yes, it is due to his truth and faithfulness to de-
¢lare, that we have enjoyed more sensibly the blessings of God
since we assumed the denomination, order, and style exhibited
in the following paper, and have endeavoured to cultivate the
spirit of them, than we had done for several years before. We
find that there is an enlightening, and sanctifying influence
communicated to our hearts by the Spirit of God through the
name of Christ, as it'is present to our thoughts, meditations,
and affections by faith. in its scriptural qualifications and
manifestations in the system of redemption, which are as “a
well of water springing up into everlasting life.” We have bap-

tized a greater number of persons upon the profession of |

their faith since April, than we had done the two years and

|
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