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ADVERTISEMENT. 

The Church of Christ on Mill-Street in Lexington regrets that 
eircumstances make it necessary, that, instead of publishing & 

manifesto of her order alone, she has to appear in the defence of 
her character against what she concetves lJJ be injustice and injury. 
She designed to have published a short account of the leading fea­
tures of her reformahon only, but finds it necessary to blend the 
two subjects together. This makes the publication longer than was 
intended. 

This information is given to advise the reader that the followi~ 
pages are not made up of disputatious matter alone, that is inter­
esting only to the parties immedtately concerned, but embraces 
aubjects of high practical consideration to the kingdom arad glory 
of our Lord Jesus Christ, the happiness of his people, a~ tht con­
~ersiotl Pj' the world. 

. . 



ADDRESS, &c. 

The Church of C!,rist on Mill Street in Lexington, to the Moder· 

ator of the Elkhorn Association. 

BROTHER ~ODERATOR, 

Through you this Church desires to address the 
Association over which you preside. This desire is prompt­
ed by a sense ofinjury and injustice, which she has received 
at the hands of the Association, and frem a sense of duty to 
the Lord Jesus Christ and to herself. 

Our address will be made in several sections. The minutes 
of the late meeting of the Associati .. n contain upon their 
face, in a note at the bottom of the second page, and the con• 
eluding paragraph in the sixth, expressions which we consid­
er to be highly erroneous in themselves; and, in the latter 
case, reproachful and degrading tv the character of this 
Church. 

Your conduct in reference to this Church, was not only fla· 
grantly unjust and oppressive, but was, tn our judgment, a 
manifest outrage upon Church rights, as they stand connected 
with the Association. 

At your ]ate meeting in August, when this Church appear­
ed on Saturday, by her letter and messengers, to take her seat 
in the Association of which she had been a member for the 
last nine years, you refused to receive or read her letter, or 
to receive or hear any thing from h~r messengers, because 
her letter was headed, "The first Baptist Cburr.h of Lexing· 
ton, now denominated The Church of Christ on Mill Street in 
Lexington." Heretofore we had been known by the name of 
"The first Baptist Church of Lexington" only. The name of 
God, or of the Lord Je~us Christ in any form of expres~ion, 
et>mposed no part of her original denomination. This w~ 
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considered an error in the denominative style of the Church, 
and we corrected it. This we did, from a sense of religioua 
duty, by what we considered a lawful vote of the Church, 
agreeably to her rules. 

In the amendment or alteration of the name, there was a 
minority against it, who also presented a letter to the Associa· 
tion under the former name. They, with their letter and 
messengers, were received as the Church, while this Church 
was rejected, without investigation, on account of the name 
of the Church being altered, as above suggested, from "Tht 
first Baptist Church of Lexington," to "The Church of Christ 
on Mill Street in Lexington." · 

That this Church had a right to a1ter or improve her de­
nomination; and still retain her membership in the Associa­
tion, if she involved no change in doctrine or ordinance&, 
neither of which has been alle~ed, will appear from the 
following extracts from the records of the Asaociation. 

With respect to the rights, privileges, and duties of the 
Churches composing her body, the A~sociation, in her Circu• 
lar Letter of 1825, declared, that "it ever had been a -funda­
mental principle with her, that .the Church or Church'!s o_( 
Christ are independent and free, and have no authority from 
their Great Head," the Lord Jesus Christ, "to delegate any 
portion of their freedom to any individual or body of men," 
not e11cn to a Baptist Council of helps, ''and that the actual cor~ 
rection of every thing that is wrong in opinion, p1·inciple, or 
practice, and the supply of all that is wanting, must be ef. 
fected in the Churches' by the members acti11g up to their 
duties and privileges ar.cording to the word of God." The 
Association, moreover, declared in the same Letter, in refer· 
ence to the necessity of reformation, that "it is manifest that 
the pre~ent state of reli~ion falls very far short of the stand­
ard of the Gospel;" that "the Churches are below their 
privileges and duties-the members often appear but little 
more than formal" or nominal "professors,-we see ami 



feel that by the neglect of religious duties at home and in the 
Churches, there is a want of the life and power of tl11. reli­
gion of Jesus Christ in the soul; and. in the same . degree; 
there is a want of Christian comfort aud happiue>s in pro· 
fessors." And, with regard to the ~tyle of address in headu,g 
of letters to the Association, she replied, in her minutes of 
1826, to a query occasioned by a Church having dropped the 
name of Baptist from her denomination, and substituted the 
name of Christ, "that the practice of the Churches had been 
different, some styling themselves The Church of Chmt, 
and others, The Baptist Church of Christ, and others, The 
Church at Fuch a place."-At the meeting of the Association 
in August 1826, the Church above allnded fl) was received 
under her changed name, and the above advice was given in 
reference to the subject. 

In addition to all this, the Association did, in her Circular 
Letters of I8.l5 and 1826, addres; and style the Churches 
composing her body, "The Churches of Christ." And tbe 
Constitution of the As~ociation declares that it was formed 
for "the comfort and happiness of the Churches of Christ." 
Notwithstanding all thi:; authority of principle, example, and 
advice, this Church was rejected or disowned by the As~ocia• 
lion, as having forfeited her membership in the Association by 
changing her name, without being ptrmitted to utter a word 
by her letter or messengers in explanation or in justification 
of what she had done!-While JOU thus acted towards thit~ 

Church, you received the letter and mes~engers of a schis· 
matick ani11ority of this Church, as the Church, without any 
inquiry being made into tht:ir order or standing, simpl) he· 
eause they prestnted themselves 1111der the name of "The 
fir~t Baptist Church of Lexington." [We term the n.inority 
a schismatick minorHy, on two account~. t. BN·ause they 
separated themselves violently from this Church, ~fter she as· 
sumed the denomination and st)'le of "The Cburc!1 of Christ.'• 
And, 2ndly. Because, agreeably to their own vote in Decem-
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ber 1825, they retain a name which is unauthorized by Scrip· 
ture, and which is divided or distinguished from the name of 
the Church of God in the Gospel in its denominations, and 
is condemned andfurbidden. All of which will appear in the 
next section.l And thus you find yourself in the strange at· 
titude of m':lintaining and defending a Baptist Church, as 
different from, and in direct opposition to, a Church of Christ! 
We cannot discover the reason of thi~, unless it be found in 
the sentiment which some entertain, and not a few we be· 
Jieve, that Baptism is the bond of Church union and fellow· 
ship in a Baptist Church, while we maintain that faith in the 
Lord Jesus Christ, with love and obedience to him according 
to the Gospel, are the principles ~f Church union and fellow­
ship in the Church of Christ. In this system of union and 
fellowship, Baptism is included, but is not permitted to pos· 
sess the place of the name of Christ, to give name or char· 
acter to the Church, more than any other ordinance or duty. 

Perhaps the ahove is the reason why we frequently hear 
members of Baptist Churches in the West free to declare that 
they know that they are Baptists, but do not know that they 
are Christians; for Baptism is made the mould of their char· 
acter, as it is the principle of their union at.d fellowship. 

What we have stated above occurred ou Saturday. 
You allege in the note at the bottCim of the second page, 

in reference to Saturday's business, that the two lettPrs, one 
from this Church and the other from the first Baptist Church~ 
being presentee, "a motion was made to r.ead both letters, 
which was overruled; the causes of the division of·that 
Church, being set forth in discussion. And on motion, the 
letter, with the original name and style of the Church, was 
received by a unanimous vote, and the messengers therein 
named took their seats." The assertion that "the causes of 

the division of the Church being set forth in discussiun," is totally 
erroneous; and if intended to induce a belief that the state 
of the Church, which \Ye considered called.for reformation, 
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or the measure adopted by the Church to effect it, in which 
the change of name was only a part, were in any degree set 
forth in discussion, truth compels us to assert that it is a fla· 
grant mi8representation; and is designed, if there be any de· 
•ign in it, to decetve the Churches and the publiclc at large. 
For you know, as do ~II the members of the ABsociation who 
were present, and as do all the spectators, that we were not 
permitted to say or read a word in explanatiun of the subject, 
or in defence of what we had done, nor did any one for us. 

Having rejected our letter and messengers on account of 
the name of Christ on Saturday, with many reproachful re­
marks, made particularly by Elder Vardeman against us, it 
was rea~onable to expect that you would have permitted us 
to pass without further observation. In tbi~, however, we 
were mistaken.-On Monday the subject was called up again 
"by the statement" which concludes your minutes, and which 
you profess unanimously to hav·e adopted; than which a more 
erroneous and unjust representation we have not seen made 
in any case. It is as follows. 

"On motion the following statement was unanimously a­
dopted, viz. 

"It is· with deep and sincere regret . that this Association 
has learned that an unhappy difference has taken place in 
the first Baptist Church at Lexington, so as . to rend that 
Church as it were asunder, on account of an attempt made 
by part of the Church, lead on by · Dr. James Fishback, to 
change her denominative nHme. The difficulty has run so 
high that both parties claim to be the church-and have ex­
«ncised in distinct and separate bodies the privileges and bu­
siness oJ Churches; so that Dr. Fishback and his party have 
excluded 7 of the most prominent members opposed to them; 
and those opposed to Fishback and his party proceeded to ex· 
elude Dr. Fishba~k and his party to the number of 42 mem­
bers. This association disclaims all interference in the inter· 
nal government of the Churches composing her body. But 
being satisfied, that the first Baptist (.;burch of Lexington, is 
the regular church at that place, received her letter to the ex­
~htaien of that p~esented by Dr~ Fishback and his party ; 
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and they would earnestly advise the first Baptist Church at 
Lexington to use her best exertions, in charity, to restore fel· 
lowship and harmony in the Church; and the Association 
would also mo;;t Molemnly warn that p:ut of the Church at· 
tached to Dr. Fishback, of the awful danger and alarming 
tendency of causing divisions in society by tbe introductioo 
of a system of things by whicll the name and character of the 
Baptist denomination would be essentially changed, and we 
adjur · lht!m in love to return to the Church from which they 
have rent themselves." 

Compare what you have said in this paper, of your pro• 
fessed ·•deep and sincere regret," and of ••the awful dauger 
and alarmiu~ tendency of a system of things by which the 
name and character of the Baptist denomination would be 
essentially changed," by denominating this church a church 
of Christ instead of a Baptist church, with the extracts a• 
bov,e ex11ibited from your own minutes and from the constitu· 
tioo of the Elkhorn Associa.tion it~elf, and tell us, Were you 
really sincet·e in using this language of sorrow and of awful 
dan~er and alarm? Or was it not rather inteuded to cover 
in some degree the glaring injustice that this church receiy• 
ed f, om you~ 

During the many passionate and opprobrious remarks which 
were made while this subject was under consideration o'a 
Monday, you continued the seal upon our lips-you not only 
injured and insulted us, but forbid us to complain.-A Span· 
ish Inquisition in our land· coilld have done· no more. You 
permitted our motives, conduct and cbat·acter to be assailed 
with asperity and rudeness, not only with impunity, but with 
appar(~nt applause, particularly by Elder Vardeman, who was 
the most prominent leader in this strange business, as be had 
been the principle adviser oft he minority of this church, and 
promoter of division and strife since her April · meetir1g. He, 

__ _,.m~.Wt.fter having employed much invective against us, by whicb. 
he seemed to think he had succeeded in the Association, to 
disgrace us beyond the hope of recovery, and to have depri· 
ved us of the fellowship and }Qve, and even of the 'ommoa. 



hospitality of a11 B~ptist christian3, railed upon us in the fol· 
lowin~ style: "Wh~re now are these :Mill-street christians! 
Let them seek an as}'lum where they can find one!" This 
scornful railing reminded some of us who were present, of 
the scene that was acted at the cross when the Saviour was 
suspended upon it, and brought forcibly to our recollectioa 
a few of the first verses in the second P;;alm, concludiPg with 
the 6th: "yet hnve I set my king upon my holy hill of Zion," not· 
•ithstanding their raging and vain imaginations.-Yes, we 
were reminded of the~e things,and repeat them without design· 
ing to apply them to poor brother Vardeman. Could he have 
.known our hearts, or have been acquainted with our motives 

· in wh•d we had done, or have felt tbe consolation and•happi• 
ness we felt, he would have been at no loss to know where 
we find an asylum, under the peltings of so much unchristian 
feeling and rudeness as we experienced from him and others 
in the defence of the name of Baptist in opposition to that of 
Christ. He would have known that "the name of the Lord 
is a strong tower,-the righteous runneth into it and is safe.;' 
Yes, we have found l.he word of God verified: "If ye be ra· 
proached for the name of Christ happy are ye, for the Sp~r· 
it of God and of glory resteth upon you: on their part he 'is 
evil spoken of, but on your part he is glorified.'~ While we 
have had the frowns and the reproaches of such Baptist bretil· 
ren as Elder Vardeman for the name of Christ upon us, we 
have enjoyed the smiles of God in our souls, and have felt ·a. 
spirit of forgiveness towards them. 

In what we have said we do not intend to include or to 
~nsure all the members of the Association or the churches 
eomposing that body. A very few leaders, in ottr opinion, 
1rho have been bad counsellors and mere partisans, have caused 
the continuance of the division and strife, and have agg1·ava· 
ftft all the errors and evils of which we complain, and for tlie 
lbost part are themselves the authors of them. • 

TJle churches, we are pel'suaded, cannot appro-ve the eon. 
JJ 
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duct of the Assodat~, when they are informed of the real 
nature and state of the case. 

We were surpriaed and eorry at seeing the ease and wil­
lingness with which our brother Jacob Creath, Sen. lent him· 
telf to the work of oppression and denunciation. In his ac. 
customcd style of military eloquence, he charged us, ill 
denominating this church a church of Christ, with having 
"tore down the Baptist tlag contrary to the Bible!" The 
latter part of the expression excited some interest. We hopei 
to have heard him point to the paragraph in the Bible that 
would justify the assertion. But when asked for the anthori­
ty of a Baptist church, he declined an answer, as he did to the 
three follo,wing questions: Whether or not John the Baptist 
el·er formed a church? How long it had been since any 
church was called a Baptist church? And whether or not the 
majority of a church, acting agreeably to the rules of the 
church, could be guilty of sc.hism in adopting any measure!? 
as w:as the'case with this church in changing her name. 
· We have sometimes heard Brother Creath eloquent in ex­
hibiting the colours of the cross when preaching, but in his 
address at the A~~ociation he would seem to have given some 
reason to fear that, this was only a sort of parade day pulpil 
t!r.eme, while the Baptist .flag is the object of his constant, every 
day care and concern; and, of course, that Christianity is only 
~friodical, while Baptistism is the order of eve1"!J day.-Is not thii 
too much the state of the religion and of the churches of the 
present time, and which the Association, in her circular Jet­
ter of 1825, said demanded reformation 1 

After you determined to expose us in your statement on 
:Monday, you became concerned about the evidence by which 
you shoold sustain the things c.ontain€d in it, and caUed for 
the members of a committee of helps, which had been convenei 
without (lUr knowledge or consent, to give te~timony. This, 
however, was waved for that which was considered still bet­
ter, viz. the written · report of that council, which you tboaght 



r 11 J 
would be quite sufficient to justify your etatement, especially 
the assertion in it, ''being ~ati~fied that the first Baptiet 
Church of Lexington," meaning the minority of this church, 

, "is the reg11lar church at thai place, we received her letter 
1o the exclusion of that presented by Dr. Fishback and hi! 
party." And being thus satisfied, you proceeded to the solemn 
warning you addrP-sscd to the party, as you call themr attach· 
ed to Dr. Fishback, of ''the awful danger an~ alarming ten• 
dency of causing divisions in society by the introdu.ction of 
a flystem of things by which the name and character of the 
Baptist denomination would br. essE'ntially changed."-After 
which you advise us ''in love to return to the church from 
which we have rent ourselves." In a previous part of your 
statement you allege that the rent was the consequence of 
"an attempt made by part of the Church, led on by Dr. Fish~ ' 
back, to change the denominative name of the church." Al· 
though that council was called by the advice of Elder Var· 
deman to the minority, without our knowledge or consent; 
and against the rules of this cnurch, to whom we submitted 
nothing for their judgment and advice; and although their 
written statement and advice is fraught with error, which we 
will hereafter show; yet, that very written report, on which 
you professed to rely as the best evidence in the case, inform· 
ed you that the name of the church had been actually changed, 
that the attempt made was a successf-ul one, notwithstanding 
the council thought it ill-advised and improper:-in which 
opinion, however, this church, "which is independent and 
free, aud has no athority from her Great Head to delegate 
any portion of her freedom to any individual or body of men,'' 
as was declared by the Association in 1825, aml which she 
did not preter.d to delegate, differed with the council, and 
considered it well-advised, proper, and absulutdy neceb·sary. 
That paper, moreover, states, "the Church should have recon· 
aidered the vote adopting the preamble and resolutions by 
which the covenant and name was changed, when forty·ninf' 
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of her members asked a reconsideration." What! 'f'econsit.ler 
a measure that had never been considered! Thus your own 
best evidence proves the name of the church was changed-­
and we assert that it never bas heen reconsidered; n()f' 

did the forty-nine members, or any number of them, ever apply 
for a veconsideration of it.-The minority broke off directly 
and violently from the church at the April meeting, and neve.r 
has submitted to the act of the church, or applied for a re· 
vision of it. This will appear hereafter. Aud yet yo\\ 
were satisfied that the minority was the regular church 
at Lexington! 

Thus you perceive how altogether mi~placed and frivolous 
your affected solemn warning to us is, and how preposterous 
and absurd it was for you to exhort us to return to the church 
from which you allege we had rent ourselves, when the im· 
putation of our having done so is itself untrue, and is a ca· 
lumny, and falls with all the force of truth and merited re­
buke upon the t:ninority whom you received as the church, 
and upon yourself for receiv!ng them. 

It has been very industriously reported by Elder Varde­
man and some others, that the council of helps had settled 
the difficulty in the church, a.nd therefore "the Association, 
which has no power over the·churches, had nothing to do with 
it.", This is said to jl!stify the violent procedure of the As· 
sociation. But there is not a word of truth in it. The As· 
sociation declared in her circular letter of 1825, that she 
"has power to regulate herself in her associate capacity," 
and of course to pre~erve .all the rights of the churches as 
they stand connected with her, and are members of her body. 

But let us see what the council pretended to do. 
The council of helpt!· were called, as above· suggested, for 

... the purpose o( sustaining the minority of this church in de­
fiance of her autll()rity, and not only without the know]edge 
or consent of this church, but in vio]ation of .her rules. This 
will appear in a sabsequent ~.~ection. We did not therefore eub-



mit any matter "Or thing appertaining to the rights or tbe in· 
terests of this church to tht-ir judgment o1· advisement. We 
gave them information to enable them to uuderstand the sub· 
ject, and that they might know that they were altogether an 
ex-parte council, and were not authorized to sit by the conseat 
of this church to advise about her concerns. 

We informed that council that "all the difficulties that ex­
isted could be settled by the disaffected naembers of the church 
getting into a good state of rel 1gious feeling, which would be 
effected more readily by the friendly and religir us co-opera. 
tion of Brother Vardeman, than by their ager.cy; and sug­
gested that uniting in prayer to God for instr•1ction aud di­
rection and in fdendly conferences, wou 'd aid the object." 
These things we communicated to. them ~y way of hints, in 
a written statement .we read to them by a committee, from a 

belief and hope that they would in some degree iro.fluence 
them in the advice they might give to the minority. They 
seem, however, not lQ have taken the hint, and r.ather to have 
considered their business of quite a di·fferent nature tha':J to 
conciliate the pat·ties in a way that accorded with the free· 
dom and independence of the church. 

The council of helps did themselves and the subject great 
injustice on several account~, and the minority very great in­
jury, perhaps principally through precipitaucy or a want of 
due consideration. After learning that they ~ere altogether 
an q-parle council, they iih~>uld have refused to act, unleos by 
the consent of this church they had been made a mutual one. 
Instead of this they proceeded, in violation of our statements, 
;~ond in the face of our protest against con~idering any thing 

that appertained to us, to make out the following statement: 

"The first Baptist Church of Christ at Lexington having 
(ailed for help!~ to aid them in settling some ditfic.:ult ie~ ex­
isting in said church, pursuant to the cai.J on the 16th June, 
1817, the following members as helps attended the church; 
Yi2;: From the Great Crossings, John T. John~on, James 
Suggett, •nd Thomas Heuderson.-From Davids Fork, Ed-
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11\ond Darnaby. and B. A. Hicks.-From Providence, Jam~s 
Marrs and W. T. Bryan. A motion was made, and the said 
fir~• Baptist cf1urch appointed the following members, who 
were present, as additional helps, viz: John Payne, John Par• 
kt•r, Peter Higbee, S. M. Noel, W. C. Buck, W. Gist, 
Th. Bullock, and B. S. Chambers. 

''The committee organized themselves by appointing S.M. 
Noel Modtr::ttor, and B. S. Chamber!! Clerk. A motion was 
then made and adopted oy tne committee of helps, requesting 
the members of the church to state their difficulties upon the 
most important subjects in writing. The members, put·suant 
to the request, submitted their written statements, and made 
their remarks in relation to the cau~es of difficulty. After 
which the committee of helps being left alone to consult upora 
the subjects of difficulty in the church, upon motion adopted 
the following statements and ad\·ice, (viz:) The committee 
state that the ch~oge of the covenai1t arid name of the 
church was ill-advised, and improper in the first instance.­
That the church should have reconsider€!d the vote adopting 
the preamble and resolutions by w.hich the covenant and name 
of the church was changed, when forty-nine of her members 
asked for a reconsideration, and that the forty-nine members 
had a right at thPir May meeting to vote for a reconsidera­
tion them~elves, when those members friendly to a change 
left the meeting-house • . And the committee of helps recom· 
mend to all the members of this church, to meet together as 
a church under their old name and covenant, and endeavour 
by all means in thdr power to unite in harmony anal brother­
ly )o\·e. 

"The commiUee then appointed their Moderator and Clerk 
to report their proceedings to the Church, and adjourned. 

Test. B. S. CaAMBE'Rs, Clk. S.M. NoEL, Modr." 

. It is seen by the names of the committee, that they com· 
posed the strength of the Elkhorn Association. 

This church did not attend the committee of helps, but 
sent a commtttee to read to them a written statement of the 
whole matter, for the reasons above ~uggested. The~ did not 
leave with the~ the paper they read, hut left with the 
council two other papers containing a statement of facts with 
protests, &c. which. were not read to them at all. These pa. 
p~rs the council did not read before they made out thert 



[ 15 ] 

statements and ad,·ice, as members of it have . frankly ac­
knowledged since. From the paper we read to them we 
make the following extracts. 

"One thing we think due to this committee to state, and 
.,that is, that unless the leaders of tl1e minority have been en­
tirely mistaken in their design, the object they have had in 
view in calling this committee was to employ them as an in­
strument to assist them to injure and degrade this church 
with the religious community and the public at large, as far 
as in their power. Of this,· however, thiQ church feels no 
fear, for she cannot for a moment think that this com­
mittee would be so disregardful of ber own dignity and res­
pectability, a!l i'n any advice 8he might give to the minority 
to invade the rights and independence of this church, 
and render themsE>Ives deservedly odious to the. disciples of 
the Lord Jesu:. Christ and the friends of truth and good or­
der. 

"This church feels herself humbled and mortified at being 
placed in a situation' that makes it necessary to enter into the 
previous detail. Thia committee has been called without 
her knowled~e, consent, or participation. This church does 
not believe that any thing had occurred that Justified the call 
of this committee~ If the vote of the church in the adop­
tion- of the paper changing the name of the church was op­
pre;;sive and offensive to the minority, we were ready and 
willing at any time to have reconsidered it, and if wrong to 
have rectified it. They never even asked us to do any thiug 
to help them. We tendered to them every thing that was in 
our power, without the violation of our rules and of our con­
science. We therefore protest against the necessity or the· 
propriety of calling this committee, and cannot but think that 
the minority acted very improperly in doing so, as they have 
thereby filled the country with many evil surmises, rumors, 
and ap~rehensions that are altogether groundless with res- . 
pect to this church, and have put the brethren of the com­
mittee to the inconvenience and trouble of attending with­
out cause. 

"As the committee has been convened without the knowl· 
edge, participation or consent.of this church, and in her judg­
ment without any occasion, this church submits no matter or 
thing in which she is concerne~ to tbc deliberation or advise.;. 
ment of the committe·e." 
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.And yet it hA.s been asserted that this eommittee eettlE!d an 
the difficulties in the church! 

In making out their statements and advice they assumed tO' 
themselves the right to change. the name of the church with­
out consulting any body; the very thing which we did by a 
regular vote of the church, and which was the cause of t~~ir 
being called! The only difference. was that they retained 
the name of Baptist, and we droppetl it; they assumed the 
name ofChri!lt in their denomination, and so d1d wP.. In thi~ 
we were more 8criptural than theJ,-theit denomination hav· 
ing no authority in the word of God. 

The council encd 'in their statement in the following par­
ticulars, viz.. The change of covenant had not been alleged 
by the minority, nor did they ask them any advice or aid in 
reference to it. Their whole object was to have their aid in 
reconsidering ''the denominative name." 
It was not true, as we stated, that the minority ever applied 

to the church for the recGnsideration 'of the vote by which the 
name of the church was changed, nor have they said publicly, 
that we have heard of, that they ever did-and it was em­
phatically denied by this c:hurch before the council. · 

l.t is not true that the members friendly to a chan~ left the 
meeting-house ~t the May meeting, until after a reg~lar mo­
tion was maoe and seconded for an adjournment, and a vote. 
was taken and the motion was d.ecided in the affirmative, 
without one opposing word having been uttered, or one op· 
posing vote having been given. The forty-nine members, 
several of whom were African shtves, remained in the house 
after the · church adjourned · and were dispersed, and in her 
abseuce, and without her knowledge or conse_nt, voted for the 
reconsideration of the subject, or that they would reconsider 
it; and in four days afterwards, after consulting Elder Var· 
"deman, at an unlawful meetit~ resolved lo call the council 
of helps to assist them in doing so. These members had ne 
more right, after the church had adjourned, to consider any 
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thing that appertained to the church, or to sit in a church ca­
pacity, than they had to consider any thing that appertained 
to the government of the United States, or to sit as the con• 
gress of the United States. And we assert, that since the 
meeting of the helps, this church has never been invited to 
meet with the minority, either under the old name or any 
other, to endeavour to restore harmony and brotherly love, as 
recommended by the council. And we~ moreover, declare 
that the question relative to the change of name never has been 

reconsidered, and stands just where it was left at the conclusion 
of the .April meetin~, when the first Baptist Church of Lex· 
ington was denominated The Church of Christ on Mill-street 
in Lexington; nor is there any thing in the statement of the 
eouncil of helps that contradicts the latter part of this state­
ment. And yet you affected to be sati~fied that the minority 
is the regular first J3aptist Church of Lexington; and that 
the council settled all the difficulties! 

What we have stated above, were some of the facts and 
tircumstances which we were prepared to prove to you, rela· 
tive to the minority and the 0ommittee of helps, at the Asso• 
4Jiation. 

As a full and clear expression of the jud~ment and disposi­
tiotJ ofthis church, relative to the couucil of helps and their 
l!tatemt-nts and advice, we publish tne following resolution, 
which this church spread upon her book at her next meeting 
after the council of helps sat, which you will consider in 
eonnection with the above extract from the address of this 
ehurch to them. 

"Resolved, that a council of helps having been called by the 
minority of this church, under the superseded name of the 
irst Baptist Church of Lexington, without the knowledge or 
eonsent of this church, and without a shadow of authority 
or propriety in her judgment, and in violation of her rules; 
and having laid before that committE-e our protest against 
their intermeddling wilh any matter or interest that apper­
fained to this church, after preaenting to them a statement <ff 

c 
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facls for their information, its ad\·ice is not acknowledge!i' 
oy this church as having any claim to her regard. 

"A11d with a _view of all the circumstances of the case, we 
de dare, that if it was designed by the council, that their opin­
ion and advice should be considered as having any bearing 
upon the rights or privilegPs, the order or the interests of this 
~burch, so as in any degree or manner to brilq:~ them into 
question, or to involve them in doubt, as they are viewed 
and understood by us, to that flxtent the council of helps is con­
sidered to have been guilty of an officiou~ interference wi!h, 
and to have committed an outrage upon, the freedom and m· 
dependence of this chnrch, and the rights and f'edings of her 
members: Against which, in the name of -the Lord Jesus 
-(;hrist, the only acknowled~ed Head, Counsellor, and Help 
of this church, and in the face of the world, We protest." 

The foregoing statemenl6 and resolution. we have exhibit~ 
ed to show, among other things, how una'~thorized and unjust 
the assertion is, that a committee of helps had settled the 
4lifficulfy in thie! church • 

.Elder Vardeman has preached almost every other Lord's 
day to the minority, since the April meeting of this church. 
and was regularly attended by the members of this churda 
four or five weeks, without ever saying a word to one of tbena 
in reference to the division, or of the authority by which he 
preached in our bouse; nor did he, that we know of, visit a 
1in~le member except of the minority during that time. He 
(11d nothing, of which we have ever been informed or have 
any reason to believe, to promote peace and union, but the 
reverse. This conduct the Association ought to have inqui· 
red into. we regret that his conduct in this case does not 
entitle him to- the benediction of the Lord ,Jesus Christ; 
"Blessed are the peace makers: for they shall be called the 
~:hildreo of God." 

The Helps, we apprehend, spoken of by Paul, and whe 
were of divine appointment, were very differerit from the 
helps of the present day. Dr. Lightfoot suppo~es them t• 
bave bee .a IJelpers of the Apostles; persons wbo a~companiea 
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'them, baptized those. who were converted by them; and wete 
sent by them to such places as they could not attend, b~ing 
otherwise engaged. . Macknight considers Helpers to be 
those "who, speaking by inspiration to the edification of th~ 
church, were fitted to assist others." They were certainty 
endowed with supernatural gifts, and were employed in 
building up the Church of Christ, and in glorifying Him;-for 
these purposes all spiritual gifts were given. The 'helps in 
tbe New Testament promoted no sectarian,interests in religion 
in reference to the church of God in the Gospel-they sus­
tained no rival flags, sectarian banners, or party names. They 
did all things in the name of Jesus Christ, and held fast the 
form of sound words, in faith and love, which were gtVen unto 
tbem. 

Three of the churches out o'f the four that were applied 
to for helps by the minority at the instance of Bider Varde· 
man, were of a greater number, in several counties, over 
which he was pastor! We cannot say precisely to wha! ex­
tent they possessed the spiritual gifts and qualifications for 
Helps which are according to the gospel; and whether or not, 
if their own condit10n, ascertained by their practice, were 
the criterion, they would not in their attempts to help us, 
have helped us rather backwards than forwards.- Had we have 
submitted any thirig to their counsel and advisement, we 
should have considered it a duty first to have inquired into 
these things, and to have known how (ar they had actually 
succeeded in helping themsel'ves. For instance, we would not 
have called into our aid, under the idea of religious helps, 
those whose churches were not in Gospel order in constitu· 
tion and practice; nor would we those individuals who neg· 
Ject family worship, or who fail to bring up their children in 
the murture and admonition of the Lord; or who do not con­
secrate the Lord's day to his peculiar service, antl give to the 
Lord Jesus Christ the pre-eminence in all things; or thoee who 
-do not themselves enjoy the life and power of religion in the.i'f:' 
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own sou!s: aB it wal for the promotion of these religious du~ 
ties and enjoyments .mccessfully that we desired ref01·matioo. 

Before concludi11g this ~ection, we must consider one other 
excuse which our brother Creath made for your not reading 
our letter:-it is this: that the name in which we presented 
ourselves was not known on the minutes of the Association. 
This we considered quite frivulou•, because the address of 
our letter, which you heard read, presented this church to 
you as "The first Baptist Church of Lexington," (the name 
under which it bad been formerly known,) "now denominated 
"The Church of Christ on M1ll·~treet in Lexington." This 
addres~ demanded of you an inquiry into the subject of the 
change, as there was an opposing minority, with a view how· 
ever only of ascertaining whether or not the change had 
been effected agreeably to the rules of the church; if it had 
heen, you were bound to have received us, unless we waved 
!h~ right from prudential considerations in reference to the 
minority, as there was nothing, as we have already shown, 
in th~ name itself that could deprive us of our ,seat, agreeably 
to former usage and ~he decisions of the Associati911, but the 
reverse. 

In thus acting you would have maintained the dignity and 
propriety of charac!er that become an Association of "the 
thurches of Christ," as you had styled yourself the two pre· 
ceding years; and you would have preserved the rights of 
the churches composing the Association iu their associate ca­
pacities, . if mdeed thezJ have any, while you would have ac· 
knowledged their independence, and left them free to manage 
their own intern11l concerns. 

Whatever you may have said about reformation, and about 
your want of power over the churches, your conduct at the 
]asl Ass(lciation proves very clearly, that any church which 
may desire to improve her state, that is a member of the Elk· 
horn A8socialion, and makes the attempt, must do It at the 
hazard of being pnblil\hcd to the world, as having forfeited 
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.her character, and as deservmg the reproaches of the Baptis~ 
.teoomination. 

Had you have done yourself justice at the setting of the As· 
sociation, which you were urged to do, by an impartial in· 
Testigation, you would have leai'Ot that tht> whole matter on 
the side of the leaders ofthe minority about the name in oppo­
sition to this church, wa~ mere pretence. You would have 
known to an absolute certai11ty, that they hafl declared again 
and again that for the name of Baptist Church, for which they 
contended in opposition to the name of the Church of Christ, 
which formed a part of our reformation, and on account of 
which they d.ivided the chrnch, they cared nothing,-that 
with them it was not worth any thing, and that their opposi­
tion arose from personal m tives. This they attempt­
ed to conceal from many of the member~, under the expres­
sion of great affected horror at the idea of a division in the 
church, and by which they endeavoured to influence their 
votes; which was fully proven by the fact, that when they 
found themselves, after all their efforts, in the minority, they 
~ere the first to declare themselve~ in favour of division, and 
were actuaLly the leader~ in it. You would moreover have 
learnt, that all the hard speeches that have been made against 
us for having endeavoured to degrade the name of Baptist, 
were undeserved and erroneous. Thi~ you would have known 
by 11imply examining the last resolution in the paper we adopted 
at the April meeting, and by reading the resolution tendering 
to the minority a friendly separation; in the former, you would 
have found that we reserve to the members of this church 
the name of Bapti~ts, and to thi~ church her membership in 
the Elkhorn Association, and connection with the Ur.iled 
Baptists. And thus you would have saved yourself the re· 
proach and disgrace of prostituting the character of the As· 

sociation to the purposes of it~ustice and injllr), by becl'm· 
in! subservient to the passions and personal resentments of a 
few intlividuals, by whom you permittedyourselfto be deceived 
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liy implicitly crediting what they said, and by closing your 
·eyes and ears a~ain3t All other information. Fer these thiaga. 
nobody is res.ponoible but yourselves. 

SECTION 2. 

We now proceed to .give you 11ome account of our change 
of name, wbi.ch we tendered to you at the meeting of the Asso· 
ciation and was refused. 

In this part of our statement, which relates to the state of 
the church which we considered demanded of us refo~ma­
tion, we shall be brief. Suffice it to say, that an unhappy 
!Uate of things had occurred, arising from a variety of caus­
es, some of which were of considerable standing, and mu.ch di­
versified in their character. Our church meetings 'became 
very unpleasant, and a number of the members of the church 
began to talk of applying for letters of dismissal. 

This state of things, connected with what we knew of 
God's will and of our duty, with a sense of obligation to do 
it, left us without excuse in continuing as we were, and 
without .hope of getting into a -better condition should we do 

so. 
Searching the Scr.iptures, prayer, experience and observa­

tion, with the lights of church history, had convinced some of 
us that no church can be spiritually prosperous for any 
length oftime, that is not built directly upon the Lord Jesus 
Christ, through faith in him, as the only bond of church U· 

nion and of christian fellowship, a.greeab1y to his offices and 
character as revealed in thf' word of God, and placed under 
him in his name as her head, guide and protector, to be gov. 
crned and influenced alone by the laws and institutions ·of 
the Book of the New Covenant as written by the Apostles and 
EYangelists. With this order of religion and of religious so. 

dety we ~onsluered the glory of God, the happiness of the 
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sai.nt& and the conversion of sinners are connected, as uporo. 
them the operations and sanctifying influences of the Hol:r 
Spirit are bestowed. 

The church of the Apocalypse in Philadelphia,Jor keeping 
the word of Jesus Ghrist ar1d not denying his name, was kept from 
the hour of temptation which came upon all the world to try them 
that dwell in all the earth. 

The depravity of the human heart after its conversion to 
• God~ renders it perpetually liable to error, passion~ hatred and 

division, and which have no antidote but in Jesus Christ 
dwelling in it by fa1th without a rival, as he is revealed in 
the gospel. The hearts of christians are liable to be cast in­
to a great variety of moulds, which give a correspondent di· 
versity to their characters in sentiment and affection; for it 
i.s a law of our moral constitution, that whatever principles 
are the objec:ts . of our confidence, become of necessity the 
mould of our characters. The image of God is impressed 
upon the heart by the gospel alone, and thus "we are renewed 
in knew ledge after the image of him that created us." The 
prominent characteristics of that image are love to God and 
love to man, and hatred to sin. All sectarian principles and 
peculiarities, to the extent they operate, prevent the word of 
God having free course, that it should be glorified in the 
saints and in the conver~ion of sinners, and exclude the sanc­
tifying influences of the Holy Spirit, and are the elements of 
strife and divisions among christians, {o the dishonour of th~ 
Lord Je~us Christ. These views of the subject had im­
pressed the minds of some of the members of th.is church so 
atrongly, as to allow them no peace or satisfaction in continu• 
ing as we were, particularly when in distress, and it became 
a matter of conscientious religious duty to attempt a refor­
mation. 

A more full developement of our views, as connected witb 
the Name, unrl w"rd of Jesus Chri~t1 will appea r in a suboeq•Iena 
led ion. 
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Brother Fishback, the former pastor of'this church, anli 
the only one she ha~ had since E~he was first constituted, on 
account of the difference of opinion between him and some 
of the members on this subject, resigned his pastoral office 
in November last, and in April he introduced the paper 
hereafter presented, for the consideration of the churc·h. 

It will he seen by the paper itself. after all that has been 
said upon the suhject, that the whole plan Qf reformation at 
which we aimed, consi!ted alone in acting out the great pro· 
testant principle, that "thr Bihle is the religion of protei!· 
tants," by restoring the Lord Jesus Christ to his throne in 
his kingdom or church a~ sovereign Lord of all, and his laws 
to his suhjects and kiugdom:-or in other words, by a solemn 
Rdigious Church Act to place our hearts and the whole in­
terests of the church directly under his protection, instruc· 
tion and guidance in his name according to his word. This 
we have done-and we ask, To whom else could we go in 
our affliction, but to him~ We were in distress and needed 
help.-We had no confidence in the a1m of flesh or in the 
help of men.-We were COI1Vinced that "Our help was. 
in the name of the Lrrd who made heaven and earth." We 
turned with our hearts to him, and found him st present help 
in time of neerl. Yes, it is due to his truth and faithfulness to de­
£lare, that we have enjoyed more sensibly the blessings of God 
since we assumed the denommation, order, and style exhibited 
in the followmg paper, 'and have e11deavoured to cultivate the 
spirit of them, than we had done for !'everal years before. 'We 
find that there is an enlightening, and sanctifymg influence 
communicated to our hearts b} the Spirit of God through the 
name of Christ, as it is prEsent to our thoughts, meditation~ 
and <~ffections by faith. in its scriptural qualifications and 
rnanifl:'stalions in the sy>tem of redemption, which are a£~ "a 
wdl of water !'pringing up into everlasting life." We have bap­
tizt>d a grealer number of persons upon the profession of 

~heir faith siuce April, than we had done the two 1ears a~f 
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a half before. These things we realize, notwithstanding 
the opposition we have experienced from our m1staken breth­
ren, whose participation with us ' in the blessings we enjoy 
would greatly enhance our happiness. , 

From the Scripture views of the origin, nature and design 
of religion in our world, as it is connected with Jesus Christ 
in fact and in authority as its author, and the condition and 
relation of man in refer.ence to it, which made it necessary, 
we are convinced, that all the errors in religion, in principle, 
affection, and conduct, and the inglorious state of the 
churches almost universally, together 'I_Vith the want of evan­
gelical piety and spiritual e•~oymenl, arise from a refusal or 
the neglect to honpur the Lord Jesus Chri~t according to the 
Scriptures as Lord of all; which involve, as a consequence, 
the substituting for his word, the inventions and command· 
ments of men. 

In D"ecember 1825, after considerable deliberation, an at­
tempt was made at reformation in this church, as i11 intimated 
in the following paper; but, owing to a difference of disposi­
tion .among the members, it was postponed. In Ssptember 
1826, brothet· Fisbbac;k having previously declared that he 
would no longer be pastor of a sectarian church, a church 
meeting was called to change the name and style of it, with­
out his knowledge. At the mt-eting he advised that the 
subject be no more agitated, until there should b~ more unan­
imity, on account of the passion and bad feeling that had 
been excited by il. But the state of the church having be­
come so much worse than it was, he considered it his duty 
to introduce it -at the April meetipg, to which he was also · 
urged by other members, and which they had ·determined to 
do, had he declined it. 

At the time he introduced the paper, he assured the 
church, that he had no desire ever again to be pastor of it,­
that he felt himself bound by a sense of religious duty, and 
the relatien he sustained to the churtb, to propose the paper 

D 



as an antidote (o the existing evils, and tendered to the 
church his hearty co-operation in bringing any minister of 
the gospel that the church might choose as her pastor, after 
having corrected the internal state of di~cord, prevldus t6 
which he considered no minister could be happy or uaefu1 in 
the church. 

The following is the paper:--

"Whereas this church did, at a church meeting in Decem­
ber 1825, in an~wer to the questions, Is or is not thi& a church 
of Jesus Chlist, and if it be, Is or is it not demanded i'n 
truth and in honour t.o her Head, that she be so denomina· 
ted? dcclara, that she believed this to be a church of Jesus 
Chriat, and conshlered it due in truth and. in honour to her 
Head, that she be so denom~nated: that the church or church· 
es mentioned in the gospel are d-enominated the churches 
of Christ, the church· of God, the churches in Christ, &c. 
R om. xvi. 16. 1 Cor. i. 2. Eph. i. 22, 23, 30. Chap. iv. 12, 
15, 16. Chap. , .• 23. 30. Colo~s. i. 18, 24: that this ·church 
was constituted in January 1817 by the name of the fiR!t 
Baptist Church of Lexington, hut that ~he could not find 
any authority in the word of God to denominate a cbu,r«!b 
of Christ a Baptist church.- This church, moreover, declar­
ed, that the church of God in the Gospel, in its constitution, 
denominations, lnws. dodrine, ordina'nces, and duties, is the 
only divinely established order of religious Society in tbe 
world, and that evt'ry thing of a different or of a schismatick 
character in reference to it, is condemned 11nd forbidden:-­
that sectarian religious christian societies are those which are 
·divided or distinguished from the church of God by ce .. taio 
peculiarities in constitution, denominations, Jaws, doctrine, 
ordinance~, &c. These peculiarities have originated in the 
inventions and commandments of men, in violation of the 
word of God, by altering or perverting it, or by adding to 
or taking from it, in which aJI the different sects are more or 
less involved. 

"Notwithstanding the declaration and avowa1 of the abo'Ve 
sentiments nnd lrutbs by this church, owing to some ditfPr· 
ence of dispositirm among the members on account of their 
attachm<'nl to the name .of Baptist as B'pplied to the church, 
thought it expedient to defer the direct acknowledgment of 
J esus Christ as her head by styling herself the Church of 
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Christ, si.nce which she has experienced much darkness and 
distress. . 

''Therefore, under a · sense of violated duty, which tbe re· 
cords of this church testify, ;.nd from a desire to place our· 
selves as a chur.-:h directly under the authority, protection, 
and guidance of Jesus Christ, and to meet together and to 
do all things in His name agreeably to Hit; in11tructions a~d 
commands, that we may enjoy Hi! presence and be happy m 
Him, 

"Resolved, That this church, which hall heretofore heen 
know n by lhe nam~ of "the firsr B:1ptist Church of Lexing· 
ton," he, and she is hereby denominated 
THE CHURCH OF CHRIST ON MILL-STREET IN 

LEXINGTON. · 
"This chu~ch further dedarf•d that''if we would Ieana and 

speak the truth as in Jesu.s, and enjoy its divine influen­
ces, and know how to behave in the house of God, which is 
the church of the living God, the pillar and support of the 
troth, we musl hold fast and practic-e in speech and in con­
duct, the form of _sound words in faith and in love as revealed 
in the gospel." And as it is impossible, according tu the 
SCI'iptu.res, for us to knolr and to speak the things of Gnd 
whi.ch are freely given us of Hirq, and be perfectly joined to· 
gelher in the sam!! mind and iu the same judgment in rdi· 
giou, only as we use the words which the Spirit of God, the 
Holy Ghost, hath taught, and .practice the duties He hath l commanded; and as ther~ is. no authority from the word or 

r God, or in the nature of thit1gs, hut the reverse, ever to ex· 
pect the umon of all christians, which is most devoutly to be 

~~ wished for, as wi~h it is connected the glory of God, the hap­
piness of the sai"nts, and the conversion of the world, only as 
they renounce their sectarian peculiarities, human command· 
ment§ and inventions, party names, and systems in religion, 
and believe in the Lord Jesus .Christ through the word o'f 
the Apostles, agreeably to His intercessory prayer, John xvii. 
20, 21. and build their religiou~ congregations or churches 
upon the foundation of the doctrine of the Apostles and 
prophets, JeSIJs Christ himself being·the chief corner stone, 
and contin'Ue in the word of Christ, and conscientiously prac­
tice the duties and ordinanr.es of the g<'spel, in the name and 
by the authority of Jesus Christ alone, and cultivate the 
spirit of mutual ~orbea rance nod chri~tian charity. . 

" Therefore, Resolved, That we do a~knowledge and recc1v-e 
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the word or God revealed to the prophett11 and to the Apos· 
ties, in the Old and in the New Testame1ots, in its own state• 
mente, facts and connections, as the only mean of faith and 
rule of conduct and practirP in religion, regarding the werd 
of God in the New Testamelot, as the proper expounder and 
interpretf"r of the things that are written of Jesus Christ in 
the law of Moses, and in the prophets, and in the Psalms in 
the Old. And we do, as membf'rs of the body of Christ and 
of one another, give ourselves to eat·h other in the name of 
the Lord Jesn~ Christ, and do promise, by the aids and the 
influenc;es of His Spirit and truth, to have always a con· 
science void of offence towards God and towards men, and 
to walk wortbv of the vocation wherewith we are called, 
with all lowliness and meekness, with long sutlering, forbear· 
ing one another in Jo,·e, eodPavouring to keep the unity of 
the Spirit in the bonds of peace. 

"And now, 0 thou blessed Lord Jesus, who savest thy peo· 
pie from their sins, who art the way and the truth and the 
life, and art over all God ble!!sed forever; Bless us we pray 
thee, in what we have done in thy holy name. As member& 
of thy body, we acknowledge thee as our head, and receive 
and rest upon thee for wisdom and righteousness and saoch· 
fication and redemption ;-and as thy bride, we desire to 
bear thy name and to sustain thine honour in all holy con· 
versation and godlines11. 

"That we may enjoy the .refreshings that come froin tby 
presence, after a long period of undutifulness, Jarkness and 
affiict•on, we do humbl} beseech thee to take up thine abode 
in us, and by thy grace and power, enable us, through faith, 
to cultivate and exhibit the fruits of the Spirit in love, joy, 
peace, long suffering, gentleness, goodness, faith, meekness, 
temperance, and to maintain at all times, the humble pos· 
ture of heart, in the Spirit and answerable to the praJer, to 
be taught and to be lead into all truth, that we may know by 
happy experience, the divme import of thine adorable name, 
IMUAN UEL, God WJth us:-in thy incarnation, God united 
to our nature; God with man, God in man--God with us by 
thy contimtal protection-God with us by the influences of 
the Holy Spirit:-in thy Ordinance of Baptism and the 
Supper, in the preaching of thy word :-in private prayer. 
And God with us in every action of our life, that we begin, 
<:onhnue and end by faith in thy name: God with us when 
we meet in thy name' as thy church, and when we meet with 



each other in social intercourse, to co1ighten, · comfort anj 
sanctify us; and to defend uR in every tim~ of temptation and 
trial, in the hour of death. in the day of j•1dgment. :And 
God with us and in us, and with thee and in thee through 
eternity! 

"Kiug elerna), immortal, invisible, only WISe God, Father, 
Son, and Holy Ghost, forever n:ay we bP con!!ectated to thee! 
And now, Lord God our Savaour, ac•·e,lt our offering and 
consecration of ourselves to thee! Fulfil the desire of our 
souls in respect to thy gracious presence, for which thy 
church, assembling here in thy 11ame, is encouraged to 
bope.-Amen. . 

"Resolved, Th<tt the adoption of the above preamble and 
resolutions is not d• signed to depn~e the members of this 

I' church o.f the title of Baptists, or to indicate in any degree 
a change of sentiment or of practice on the suhjt>ct of Bap· 
tism as exhibited in the gospel and ordaiued ny Jesus Christ, 
as heretofon- viewed and practiced amoug us. N••r is it in· 
tended to change in any degree the connection of this 
church with the UnHed Baptists, or with the Elkhorn Asso· 
-c:iation, as a member of that body. 

"lo assuming the denomiuation, ordf'f and sry)e of the 
Church of Christ, we act in strict conformity with the con· 
stitution of the Elkhorn Association, which declares that it 
was formed fo~ "the comfort and happ-iness of the churches of 
Christ." And we consider th11t the above meas•1re, with its 

IJ necessary practical consequ~nces, is for olir happiness and 
f\!.· comfort, as it is a direct acknowledgement of, submission to 

and reliauce opon what we conct>ive to be God's plan and 
order of bestowing them, by the opt>rations and influences 
of His Spirit through the Lor<t Jesus Chmt. 

"The At~sociatioo, in her circular leller of 18~5, in answer 
to a request made by this church under her former name, 
justified this church ill doing what she bas done, by replying 
that "it ever had been a fundamental principlt with her, that 
the churches of Christ are independe01 and free, and have 
no autltority from the! r Ht>ad," the .Lord Jesus Christ, "to 
clekgate any portion of their freedom to any individual or 
body of men, and that every thing that is wrong or is want· 
ing in the churches must be corrected . or supplied by the 
church.es themselves ·acting according to the word of God. 

"And in Nfereoce to the h41ading of letters sent by the 
~burches to the Association, in her minutes of 1826; she 
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informed the churches, that it is not the province of tbe M.· 
sociation, to prescribe to the churches the way of heading 
their letters, some of them having styled themselvea ~'the 
Church of Christ,"-"tbe Baptist Church, of Christ," apJl 
others "the Church at such a place." " 

Tbis is the! paper which has excited all that "deep and siQ· 
cere regret,'' that sense of "awful danger and alarm for the 
name and character of the Baptist denomination," by which 
they "would be essentially changed," against which yq.u 
have, in such deep-toned expostulations, remonstrated! Yes, 
this is the paper which has been the cause of the divisibn, 
noise and strife, that has employed so many anxious minds 
and active tongues since April last, and has caused the noise 
of war through the borders of .Baptist Israel. Poor.human na· 
ture, how frail and trilling art thou when panopled under any 
sectarian banner! And how many ridiculous thing:~ it does 
and says, when acting in the situation of those who "do err, 
not knowin~ the Scriptures, nor the power of God!" 

This paper exhibits the form in which. the subject waP pre· 
sen ted to the committee of helps, and was finaJJy adopted by 
this church, when writlen out in the church book, aud was 
made a record by being read over and approved by the 
church, and signed by the Moderator at the May meeting. 
It was, in a few of its ideas and expressions, a little enlarged 
and rendered more comprehensive and explicit than it was in 
the form in which it was adopted at the April meeting, with­
out, however, materially changing its sense or meaning. In 
this, we acted according to the custom of tbis church in re­
cording her proceedings. The proceedings of the preceding 
meeting are read ove~ at the subsequent one, and any a­
mendments or alterations that are thought proper, are made 
before they are signed by the Moderator. The res~]utio'n 

changing the name of the church, at which the minority took 
exception alone, is expreesed precisely in the same words it 
was at the April meeting. The extension and enlargement 
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in the phraseology, are parti'cularly in the condodiog part 
o( the prayer • 

. Brother Modcrator,-We desire you to read this pnper 
with care, that you may tliscoTer, if you can, (now that your 
alarm and violence of feeling have subsided,) thotle parts of 
it'which were "ill-advised," "improp~r," "and of a" alarming 
tendency," as evinced by being compared with the word of 
God, and which we can consistently with the love of truth, 
nnd of our allegiance to the. Lord Jesus Christ, and a sincere 
desire for the spiritual prosperity and happiness of this church, 
and her members individually renounce, and whi~h deserved 
the unkind treatment we experienced at your hands. 

That your mind may be brought to act definitety upon the 
!!Ubject, permit us to prop05e to you the following questions, 
1fhich are suggested by the paper:-

1. Is oris not the Church of God in the gospel, in its covenant 
-the new covenant in the blood of Christ-in its constitution, 
'&l' a-ctual state of being, denominations, doctrine, laws, ordi­
fiances, duties and privileges, the only divinely established order 
fJ.f religious society, or of a church in the world? 

2. Is schism a sin, and are not all religious christian socie­
ties or churches schismatick, that are divided or distinguished 
1tom the church of God in the gospel, by any peculiarities 

covenant, constitution, denominations, law~, doctrine, or­
tilinances, and duties, and are they not condemned and for­
t.iflden! 

3. Is not a minister of the gospel and other christians, who 
tknowingly, labour to build up ·u sectarian or schismatick 
church, guilty of sin? 

4. Is or is not the word of Gud the only mean of fi1ith and 
le of conduct and practice in religiorr; and, if there be 

any other mean of faith or rule of conduct and practice in 
religion of divine origin or authority, what is it? 

5. Is there any other ~ond of church union, or any other 
principle of christian fellowship, as of divine authority, !ha~ 
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faith in the Lord Je11ns Christ, and love and obediente to him 
according to the gospel? 

6. Is not union among christians a duty, and most devoutly 
to be desired ami aimed at; and is there any autho1·ity froni 
the word of God or in the nature of things, ever to expect it 
only as they renounce -their sectarian peculiarities, human 
invention£~, party names and systems in religion, and believe 
in the Lottd Jesus Christ, through the word of the Apostles, 
agreeably to his intercessory prayer, John xvii. 20, 21, and 
build their religions societies upon the f..,undation of the 
doctrine of the apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ himself 
being the chief corner stone, and cultivate christian love and 
forbearan¢e towards one another, and mutually agree con· 
scientiously to continue in the word of God, and practice 
the ordinances and duties of the e;ospel in the name and by 
the authority of Jesus Christ alone, as they shall be made 
known to them by his word and Spirit? 

7. How long would schism continue were all christia~s to 
be christians according to the gospel, and to unite in restoring 
King Jesus to his throne, as the one lawgiver and as Lord of 
all, and his laws in the New Covenant to his kingdom and 
subjects? 

8. Would not the different sects in that case speedily a· 
bandon their contention with and the thought of conquering I 
each other, lose the spirit of hostility against each other, 
and be soon conquered by Immanuel to himself, and to the 
unity of faith in the b..,nds of peace and love; and would 1 
not the conversion of the world and the Millennia) state be 
speedily ushered in th~r< by? 

9. Does not sectarianism prevent the operation5 of the Ho· 
ly Spirit in .illutnina ing a1.d ~anc..tilying c.hristians, and in I 
converting of siunera ~* 

* See note (A.) at the end of thi~ pnblir.atioo, for the opinion ef tilt' 
Synod of Kentucky, oo the ctfecta of &ctli&m. 
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10. IanotthehonGur andgloryof Jesu' Christ,asreaUycoo­

cerned in the constitu.tion and order of his church accord· 
ing to the gospel, as iQi the conveJ"Jioll' of sinners? 

11. fs not mutual lo-ve an hurth -Milow.sbip; the spiritual 
-birth-right of all thristians; iuld have any a 1'igbt to claim 
them upen sectarian principles, or have any a r\~ht to impose 
sectarian conditions on others in granting them, •»i o.t 
anx to ;v:cept of thelir on sectarian principles' 

1,2. .And. lastly,-1n the last resolution, Have we not treat­
with as much respect anqdriendly regard, the Bapti$t 

*ihme tmrJ.. ~ect, •s are compatibl with out' {laramount obliga· 
tions to hoiloul' the Lord Jesus Christ and tris· truth; and ia 
DOt the cba'rge of our having endeavoured to dishonour tbem 
u~rue, in what we d\.d' in adopting:tbat paper9 

1 s. In a state of conscious e'hor anti real clistresa, d i4 we er~ 
in endeavouring by prayeP and supplication to plaoo our· 
selves directly und'et' the protection and guidance of the 

rd Jesus Christ, in his name, to be taught and Cea'ff into all 
._th, that we might' realize by happy es:p~rience the hnpott 
of bis adorable name, Immanuel, God with us, io ol_lr itltlivid-
1181, social, and church capacities? 

You, Brother Moderator, with other members of the Asso­
-eiationt have frequently said>- that some. of the mioority assur­
ed you, as one of them declared before- the commit&e of 
lt~lps, that if tlris church bad tbro\tn away evely thing but 
the Bible in her plan of refpation, that they WO'tlld have 
'llllited with us. This, we apprehend, was done to sa're al'" 
pearar.ces or to conceal the personal feelings by which they 
were influenced 'n their opposition. In proof of this, we 
ask you, Have we retained any thing but the Scriptures 
in the preceding paper, except the name of Baptist to the 

embers, if they choose to wear it? 
We will give you some account of the adoption of the pa· 

per, and of subsequent events, in the next seetion. · 
, E 
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SECTION 3. 
'the above paper wasfintrocWced intb the church, and wae 

aeted u~p under the following rules of the church:-TI'Ie 
businesa of the church is divided into ordinary and extraqr-

• 

di,ai'Y cases. · . . 
.All ordipary business requires the concurrence of a majo • 

ity of the members. The extraordinary cases are, the all­
mission of members and tb~ choice c.r election of a pa' , 
which require u.nanimity, nd the exclusjQn ot ~y;~ember, 
which requires a majority; of thA male memtietl!. :'The in­
terpretation and mea,nhlj of tlle~e ru)f:!S by thE: church, a­
greeably to her. uniform 'ttacticc, baS! been 1hat the me~~er.s 
present at each r~gu.lar mon~hl1 m~e:ttn~, or regularly caliE'd 
meeting of the t'burch, is the ck#.rclt,; and that the majorities 
or unaAimity, as t.he case may ~e, are the majorities or una~­
imtty of those who are presenl at such llleetings. The rul4s 
abo provide tb•t any measure or q4estion may be reconsider. 
ed within four months after its adoption, when brought be­
fore the church by a regular. motion for that purpo~e-bw 
the measure goes iQto 9peration immediately after its adop· 
tion, unless othetwisl'! directe4 1 ihe nature of the subj~<:t 
or tfe terms of the vote. 

It bas Men asserted that this cht1rch divided the first B~p­
tist Cb reh of Lexington, and much reproach ~s beep 
,broug,bt upon us thereby. T~Js we deny. We have statei 
the above, ~ulel!, and now state tbe following fi.\cts in connec· 
tion with them in proof of it:-When the vote was taken up­
.on the questiQtl foll the adoption of the paper, there were i11 
favour of it<>t'4irtyfour votes, besides the Moderator, who di• 
not vote, and thirty-two against it. That this was not one of 
the extraordinary cases that required unanimity, is prov~~ 
by the facts, Uiat it is not included in the enumerated cases that 
are e:ttraordinary, and wmch are mad~ so by the entlmeratien, and 

I 
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-.chich a8certairu s~td limits their hUmber, and by the tburcb 
having voted in 1825, that the constitution and actual state of 
the church as then e:r.i&ting made it a church of Christ a.c• 
cording to the gospel, and as such that it wa demaeded i~ 
truth and in honour to her Head, that she be so denomina­
ted. The minority, by a resolution on the 4th Saturday of 
June last, and in their letter to the Association, declared 
that "~he coveMnt has always recognized the church as a. 

ch of Christ." The committee of helps, moreover, en­
led it a church of Christ, ana the Association in her cir­

tular '1\tl~rs et' 1825 and 1826, addressed he11- with the other 
chu1·ches, as a church of Ch:fist. 

From these jacti and d.rcumst ces it appears rather to 
have been the corre~9f84e.tto , 'clr ofan qrni11sion in the 
name, to denominate tbeteb6tl'4t a church if Christ, than Ill 
involving any thing ~ew~ 

We now pro(?OSe fo you the following question, Wlder all 
the circumstan- of th~ case :-Suppose t~at the vote aa 
given with tbe majority H,r favour of the paper, had been re­
corded, and nothing more ba_d b~~n said abou it; Would not 
the chor<:h, by that vote, have been properly den~iuated 
the Church of Christ o~ltttreet in Lexington; and would 
lklt the Association,bav€i~ ~gnized her1 You will ~ubt· 
leas ans er in the affirmative. Ii this be tr~, then, no­
thing but an orderly reconsidj:lration of the suh,iect ~reeably 
to lhe ru ei of the church, d a. maJority voting back the 
former order of things, or altenng the present one, coutd 
b;lve set aside the denomination of The Church of Christ;­
Neither of which were or have been done. 

After the 'tote was ascertained, the leaders of the minority 
appeared exceedingly dissatisfied, and apparently irritated, at 
seeing the majority against them. To give them the best 
assurance of afiectionate regard, while we felt it our duty to 
God to do what we had done, we tendered to them the fol· 
lowing preamble and resolution. 



"Whereas th~re i!J suppoself to have ~teen • co~tio• 
difference of sentiment among the members of tb~ cb,"'{Ch 
oo ,the subject of assuming the name, order and style of the 
Cliurch of Chrjst, agreeably to a paper jnst react wbicti 
renders it impracticable, that in the present state of thing~' 
they can hatntonize, eit1te1· in continuing as they are, or i~t 
reforming what is thought to be wrong and erroneous; it it­
therefore agreed, that it is necessary and proper that mem­
bers thus circumstanced shall not be compelled to remain in 
their present connection with this church 7/Jho "de8lre to depirt. 
this church disavowing ~tny disposition to eXert a po 
over individuals to fore~ them to stay, who, for conscien 
sake, desire to leave her to form a new church. or to unite. 
themselves with other churches already formed. 

"It is explicitly declared by this church, that this measure 
is a fa·iendly one, and is not prompted by any other tha~ a 
conscientious sense of duty to God and tQ one another, the 
difference being, as it is apprehended,. an honest one; nor ia 
it intended to affect the union ·and fellowship of those who 
may retire or may rEmain with the Unitell Baptists or witll 
one another, they agreeing to cultivate fellowship alld lo\'e 
witb each other as far as practicable. 

''ft is, moreover, agreed, that, should another church h• 
formed by the Qtembers who may withdraw, that each church 
shall have an equal interest in the bouse and property of the 
church. and occupy the house one half of tfie time, and makE# 
joint efforts to pay any portion of debt that may be due upon 
it; and that they will carry on the Sunday School and olheJ 
benevolent interests as heretofore. 

"They do, moreo:ver, UQite their sincere desires, that, 
should another" church be formed, it may be for the glory or 
God, the happiness of the saintss and the conversion of sill• 
lfers." 

Read over again this paper. and say, What more could a 
majority, in the love of Christ and of theft! · bfethren, have 
offered to a minority in testimoqy of the-ir fellowship and 
tender regard in a matter of. cjitference, than is cont~ioed ii1 
this paper! But inst~ad of truquiliziog, it greatly e:usper• 
ated their leaders, one of whom, who, but a short time before. 
was ardent and itrdustrious in perauading the members to 
agree to the alteration of the name, and who now affects to 
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.llavo oppesed the ebange of naq to prewnl a diviftoo .qnty, de,. 
dared that they would receive -nothing at our bands, ancl;~W 
if only one do~n of tile memben would unite under the for• 
mer name and state of things, he woald be one. . The minOLL 
ity united themllelva, with him, and thus the separation took 
ptace. 

Here was the ftnt act of schism and Jivisi~· and here ltt.~~ 
· sin of scllism, and no where else. This was the origin of all 

$e disorder aod turmoil that have succeeded. This waa 
the act, and its consequences, which ought to have called 
forth your "deep and sincere regret:"-this should have oc­
casioned your tears to flow, and to have induced you to lift 
your "warning voice ag9in1t the awful _ danger and alarming 
tendency of causing divisions in society" against the minor­
ity, unless you intended to deny the intl~pendeoce of the 
church, and the ri~t of the maj()rtty to govern aceordtng to 
her rules. 

In proof of the truth of these statements, we submit the 
~llowing facts in reference t6 the division: 

The former Clerk refused to act for the church under the 
order and style produced by the recent vote in the presence 
of the church, when inquired at whether he woul acto 
not. Whereupon, the office having become vacant, it 
ted, upon a motion and second for that purpose, in tbe e· 
sence of the minority, without one word of o position, or a 
4issenting vote, that the chur.ch now appoint another Clerk. 
•rter tbe wte was taken, Brother Fishback, being more iji 
tbe habit of writing than the other members, offered hisser· 
Yiees to ac:t as Clerk, the dutiea being at that time burden· 
ltbme; whereupon tbe Moderator, after pat~fng a moment, 
observed, that aa there was no opposition, be would act as 
Clerk, in which the church acquiesced without a formal vote. 

The Cortner Clerk, at the instance of the member who first 
proposed the separation, took the books of the church, and 
~rried them otf, and has not ODly detai~d them agaiQst the 
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~iH of tile church ever since, but has .r,fused {o give to ut 

a co(fr of any of the records therein comained. 
When the church adjourned, the former Pastor of tlila 

church made alt appointment for preaching the next day, 
and the leader in the division appointed one for the first 
Baptist Church of Lexington the Lord's day .after, and a daJ( 
or hto after applied, with another member, to Elder Varde­
man to preach to them, under that denomination and s?le, 
which he has done nearly ever since twice a month, althou 
he had at the time a greater number of churches to preach t 
than there were Lord's d,ays in the month. 

Had Elder Vardeman, when informed of the division, put 
himself to the trouble, with the spirit of Christ in him, of in· 
quiring into the affair, and have used 'his influence to restore 
union and peace, we have no doubt but that it would have 
been efferted; but, instead of this, at tbe j nhappy moment of 
passion and temptation with the leaders of the minority, be 
employed his influence with them, to strengthen and increase 
the difficulties, until, at.tength, he has rendered them inveterot 
ate. We consider th'at be is much more censurable than are 
the minority ;-it was a moment of unhappy feeling and tempt;. 
atioq with them, but it was not so with him.-He was, more~ 
over ciously intrusive in respect to thir church. 
~cording to the rules of the church, a motion might have 

beE:n made wi in fnur months for a reconsideration of the 
subject, which would not anti could not have been denied 
them, had it been properly made; but the minority preferred 
a disorderly and violent separation, to an orderly motion or 
a friendly division, as was proposed in the resolution, as not 
a word was said about a reconsideration, and they rejected 
altogether the proposition for a fr iendly separation. 

After the .April meeting, this church pursued her regular 
course of meetings. Jfhe minority not only refused to unite 
with as in our prayel'>meetings, or in any others for worship, 
but commenced opposition prayer meetinga, to _convene at the 

• 
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eame time in the week with oqrs, which we bad \Jtei;in the 
habit of having sinee the commencement of the church) and 
they have continued them ever since. This spirit of schism 
anti division extended to the appointment of opposition female 
prayer meetings, which commenced also immediately after 
the division, and have a)so continued to the l\relient time. 

At the May meeting this chu.rch met pursuant to her ad­
jour.oment, and the minority, met at the same time and place, 
as 'rhe first Baptist Church of Lexington. · After the meeting 
was opened by the .regular Moderator, and before one word 
was said about business of any kind, and before the minutes 
of the preceding meeting were read, one of the minority 
moved, by addressing the Moderator, that the former Clerk 
act as Clerk in reading the proceedings of the last meeting, 
in direct violation of the vote for the appointment of a Clerk 
at the previous meeting, in consequence of the former one 
refusing to act. This motion was opposed as irregular and 
improper.-The papers on which the church acted at the 
.April meeting had not been in the bands of the former 
·Clerk; nor out of the hands of the recently appointed one. 
The minority continued to urge the motion. The Madera· 
tor pronounced it out of order:-notwithstanding they pe.rsi&· 
!oed in pre ing it with tumultuous veheiJlence. To get clem· 
of the disorder, a motion was made and seconded tl}at the 
church adjourn, or have a recess to a subsequent hour.-A. 
gainst this motion the minority uttered net ~ne word, and 
!ben the vote was taken there was not a single hand or voi~ 
raised against it. During the whole meeting, and previous 
to the actual adjournment, there was nothing whatever said 
About the reconsideration of the vote which changed the 
11ame of the church. 

After the ' church had adjourned by a regular vote, and 
when ll grea.t number of the members had gotten out of the 
house, it was proclaimed at the .door with a loud voice by 
one of the minority, that "tbe first Baptiet Church of Lex~ng· 
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ttm ,.. .... lrthU to ait and to aJtend to buB'ineU, al'ict tie m~ 
bere df tt were requesfed to attenfl.:" In the absenc~ df the 
ct('Cffrh the minority drew up, und~r the name of 1be if(tit 
lkptist Church of Lexington, a regoJution eontaidfbg tMI 
fuUowing ~rentence: "Agreed by a vote of 4t membml' l'l 

numbel1i0f whom were African slave~ ''to recotMidef the .,. 
olutioii offcretfat the last meetin~ t-"etative to the cllanging of 
.the denomiuative l'lame of this church," al'ld ~on\:loded thou 
"Done by order of the first Baptist Church tJf Lexingt~ 
We stale this to show that they never did realty ~ubmit tiS or 
oJ'~ognize e act of the church of April, a11d determined' fb 
bold it at defiance, or t• out. brave it by force. 'Seventeen of 
these forty-nine members never saw or beard the paJ?er reatl 
on which the church acted at the previous meeting. 

Since this church adjourne<f at 'the May meeting, the mi· 
nority has ndt met with ug,-and i'lli their meetings bve 
been disorderly and in violation of the rilles of the churcW. 

The above narra1ive of facts shows the mistake and e~ 
of the committee o( helps, whep they alfeke that ttie fo..,.. 
nine members asked for a reconsideration of the subject, ani 
were refused.-We repeat tliat tbey never cUd in m&!J way 
or form 1\jik for it. 

We now proceed to prove that every meeting hey fiatt 
bad, and all that they have done si6ee this church adjournea 
at the May meeting, baa been in violation bf rule, and is dia· 
erfetly. 

'fhe role of the church relative to adjou.rn~d and cauea 
~eetings, is the followit•g-= 

'~The church n·RJ adjourn from ~ay to day, or ctdl a meet. 
ing wllen in the j••dgment M her Moderator and Deaconil it 
shatl be deemed nece•sarv." 

John M. Hewirt h~d h~en appointed the stat~d Moderator 
IJ( the churth id the erel.edinl:{ win tel, and was to act unftl 
the vote app6intin~ hi'tn t.hould be alterE'd by an otder of the 
~burch, which had not been done. There ttere •ix Deacons. 
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John M. Hewitt, Richard Vaughter, Jacob Cassel, A. S. 
Drake, James Beach, and JoPl Wallingsford. In no instance 
were the Moderator or either of the three first Deacons c6D· 
suited about the propriety or the necessity of calling a church 
meeting; and so far from considering any of them necessary 
or proper which the minority h<~ve had, they have uniformly 
condemned them as unnecessary a.nd disorderly. And this 
has been the case of every meeting they have had since the 
third Saturday of May in the morning. 

All these things taken together, viz: that they were a scbis· 
D'latick minority, and met without any authority from the 
church, and in violation of her rule~, we ask, By what authori· 
ty or with what colourable excuse. could you reconcile it to 
yourself to publish to the world, that we, or any part of us, bad 
been excluded from the church? There seems to have been 
much of ill-nature in all this. It woutd have been just as com­
petent for the minority to have met as the Senate of Kentucky, 
and to have turned out of office the Judges of the Court of 
Appeals, as for them to have met as the church, .and to ex­
clude any of the members of it. 

Lest Elder Vardeman should have acted ignorantly, or 
have had an excuse for his improper conduct, after preaching 
four weeks to the miuo.rity, this church appointed a commit· 
tee to inform him of all the circumstances and facts relative 
to the division, which th~y did on the 28th of May, when he 
informed them of the call of helps which he had advi&ed, and 
which had been done nearly a week before. 

The Saturday after the committee of helps met, which was 
the 4th Saturday ot' June, this church prepared a letter of 
Ute most friendly character, which they requested the Mod· 
erator and Deacons to present to the minority at one of their 
meetings, the object of which was, if possible, to get them 
into a friendlY. state of feeling, that the difficulties might be 
adjusted in a way that would be mutually agreeable. But 

F 
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rriey were not permitted to read it, neither would the minot­
ity receive it, by reason of the advice of Elder W m. C. Buck1 

wbo insi&ted that our Moderator and Deacons, before beiD~ 
termitted to read the Jetter, or before the minority coulil 
receive it with propriety, ought to sign a paper which be 
drew up, that required them to acknowledge themselves ogf 
the dissatisfied rart of their church, which they refused to­
do. The concluding paragraph of the letter we sent lbem 
was as foHows : 

"Dear Brethren and Sisters,-You have a deep and lifel1 
interest in our affections, and we are sure that with our 'l'U.. 
ef the subject, you would rather see us led as Martyrs to 
the stake, than to renounce the substance of that paper which 
we adopted as a Manifesto of the denomination, orde r an•· 
style of this church. · 

"We entreat·you, by the love of God and by the value ol 
your souls and of ours, that the name of the Lord Jesus Christ 
be IJot'an occasion of offence or of an unfriendly division be· 
tween us." 

Our coqtmittee having been thus treated by the interfer .. . 
ance, influence anol advice or Elder Buck, in retui"n for our 
friendly endeavours to restore peace and union, this churclt 
sent the following Jetter to him, which we publish on account 
of its having been reported that it was an abusive one, ani­
which we think will correct the misrepresentation. 

"TO ELDER WJLLJAM C. BOCK. 
l'Dear Brother, . 

"The Church of Christ on Mill-street in Lelll• 
ington, having reason to believe, as she thinks, that you have 
been an adviser and abettor of the disorderly members who 
have broken oft" from this church, in their oour~ of conduet 
since the committee of helps met, feel it a duty to inform 
you that if you continue your encouragement to them, it 
will be considered an officious intermeddling with the peace 
and order of this church. 

41 \Ve desire this communication to be received in frieml· 
ship. The obligation we feel to maintain the' independence 
and order of the church of Christ, alone prompts us to cole 
muni<:ate to you this letter. We regret tile necessity of it, 
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4f'We cannot permit foreign obtrusive interference with the 
10ternal order of this church, without complaining. 

"We have already been obliged to exercise discipline UJ"' 
on several members, on account of echismnUck and disorderlf 
eonduct, in which they have been encouraged to persist, as 
we apprehend, by the intluenca of bad counsellors, and but for 
whom, we bave no doubt that peace and harmony would have 
been restCH"ed among the members before this time, upon 
terms of mutual satisfaction." 

We observPJd that the helps had done the minority great 
injury. That council having been called, as formerly allcg· 
ed, to support them against this church, the minority inter· 
preted its ".statements and advice'' as -clothing th_em with 
IChureh authority. To this interpretation they were proba· 
bly assisted by the suggestion of some of the members, which 
they were unwilling to commit to paper. Tl1is we infer from 
what Eldet" Vardeman declared before the Atsociation, who 
•tated that the difficulty had been settled by the exercise of 
discipline en the part of the minority agreeably to the advice 
.of a council of helps, and therefore the Association had nolh· 
ing to do with this church. The written advice of the com~ 
mittee, which you have read in the 14th page of this address, 
did n~fhint"any thing about the power or the propriety of 
•:s:clusion. 

The advice of the helps, with the aid of other advice, en" 
.couraged the miaority to proceed in such a way, regardle~ 
9f our e:s:postuiations and friendly conduct, as to compe"l this 
~burch, (ontrary to her inclination and desire, to rescind 
~be vote which authoriz~d them to exist as a church, and 

-agreeably to her rules, to exclude several of them. Our .ob· 
ject had been to conciliate them as far as possible, and to lay 
the subject before the Association, with a hope that she would 
recommend such a course of conduct, and have appointed a 
few discreet spiritually-minded brethren to have given their' 
aid, as would have eventuated in restoring union and peace. 
'l'his church would have cheerfully acqniesced in any script\lr• 
v.l measure for that purpose. That you may clearly perceiv" 
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our desire upon this subject, we transcribe the fOUowihg 
paragraph from the letter we sent to the Asscx:iation;and 
which you refused ·to read. 

"To evince the disposition and feelings which we have all 
along possessed, and by which we have been influenced, vie 
would suggest to the Associat!on that we still have a deeire 
to be united in fellow~hip with the minority of this church, 
and as a preliminary measure to an adjustment of all the 
difficultie8 that exist, we are willing to rescind at the same 
time with them, all the votes and resolutions that have passed 
in reference to each other, since the April meeting, and con· 
fer together, in the spirit of mutual forbearance and forgive· 
ness, upon the variou~ subjerts involved, with the hope that the 
Lord Jesus Christ, who is head over all things to the church, 
will bless us with the spirit of love and union." 

In justification of what we say, when we declare to you that 
in what we have done we were not influenced by ambition, 
passion, party views, resentment, or love of novelty, but by 
love of the Lord Jesus Christ, and of his people and cause, 
we ask you to examine the paper we adopted at the April 
meeting, and the resolution tendering to the minority a friend· 
ly separation; also the extract from our communication made 
to the helps coutained in the 15th . page of this address, and 
the paragraph in the letter addressed to the minority by our 
Moderator and Deacons, and which, by the advice of Elder 
Buck, they refused to hear read; and also the above extract 
from the letter we sent to the Association, which you refused 
to read: examine also the rules of the church formerly ex­
hibited, by which our proceedings were regulated, and we 
eannot but think that, upon a review of all t~ese things, you 
will agree with us in the sentiment that, in what we did, our 
design was a good one, and that we acted orderly, and wor· 
thy of a church ef Chnst, and that the opposition to us has 
been such as to partake of the character, in appearance, of 
an organized combination against the freedom and independ· 
ence of this church, and the reputation of her members, on 
account of the name of Christ ! 
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~·· SEOTXON 4. 

We desire to say a few things to you on the subject of Re· 
formation. · 

All reformations in religion will have to be reformed that 
stop short of God's system of truth as revealed in the gospel. 
That system is the result of infinite wisdom and goodness, 
and is susceptible of no change or alteration that will not in· 
jure it. It is in its own order, whether it relates to its opera­
tions upon the individual or social state of man, the very 
best; because, upon it the blessings of God are exclusively he· 
stowed, for his own glory and the happine81! of mankind. Error 
in religion consists in "not knowing the Scriptures nor the pow$ 
er of God," by, and according to wh ch, christians are made 
and kept, and .by which the Lord Jesus Ohrist builds up and 
protects his church, and makes her glorious and happy, which 
is an holj temple in the L~>rd for the habitation of God 
through tbe Spirit. 

In effecting theae things, the Lord Jesus Christ claims the 
honour to himself, and hath purposed it to stain the pride of 
all human glory, and to bring into contempt all the honoura·· 
ble of the earth who would dare to arrogate any portion of 
it to themselves. 

. In these things nothing can lie done right that is not done 
according to the gospel, or done effectually which is not done 
by the authority and accompanied by the blessing of God. 
God must do the work, and he has ordained the plan in all its 
parts, and direct' t/,e instrument:J by which he dues it. We ought, 
therefore, to desire to know and to acquiesce in his order and . 
manner of doing it, and submissively to concur and obediently 
to go along with it; because God blesses men, to whom. he 
has made a revelation of his will, in no religious service 
which be hall not commanded. "In vain," saith our Saviour 
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(quoting from the prophet,) "do thsy worship me, tea-chin« 
for doctrines the commandments of men." 

You profess to be very much concerned about "the name 
and character of the Baptist denomination," lest they "be 
essentially changed." You published to the world in your 
circular letter of 1825, the following account of the Baptist 
name aod character, as far as related to the churches compo· 
sing the Elkhorn Association. You say: "The present state 
of religion falls very far abort of the standard of the gospel~ 
the churches are below their privileges and duties-we aU 
see and feel, that by the neglect of religious duties at home" 
in families "and in the churches, there is a want of the life 
~m<! power of the religion of Jesus Christ in the soul, and in 
the same degree there is a want .of christian happiness and 
comfort in professors." This was the character · you •gave 
yourselves in 1825. Permit us to ask you the following 
questions concerning it:-Whal have you d<lne since that 
time to improve it? Are things now any better, or are they 
not worse, than they were then 7 What is the stale of the 
pastoral ojjice in the churches? Is there one gospel Pastor in 
your twenty-one churches? Is not the whole regular pastoral 
duty resolved into a once a month preachini to the churches? 
What have you done to promote and encourage the regular 
support of Pastors in the churches, that they may give them­
selves wholly to the work? Is it not usual for one preacher 
to have four or more churches to preach to, if he can get 
t~m? Is not this the actual state and charader of the Bap­
tist denomination in the west, which you seem so solicitous 
to perpetuate! How is the Lord's day spent as11ally? HoW" 
many Baptist ministers, under the present or4er of thin~, 
have been dri..-en off from the State by poverty, after having 
spent the prime and vigor of their lives in preachin~, "t!> 
seek an asylum where they can find one" in New States and 
Territories, to obtain a support for them and their families in 
t.heir declining years? Are not preachers, in the pmenf 
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state of things, compelled to violate their marriage fOWs t~ 
their wives to nourish and cherish them, and by pr~hing 
tbe gospel, to lay their wives and children under the necfilti"' 
ty of supporting them while they spend their time and· I• 
bour, for the most part, in gratuitous services? How mant 
have been driven to embark in speculations, to supply their 
wants, and often involved either in entire ruin or .in re· 
proacb, to the injury of religion? Corresponding with this 
state ·of things, What is now the state of family religion? How 
many members of Society pray in their families? What are 
the meana employed in bringing up chil~gn in the nurture 
aod admo~ition of the Lord? Are things still in these respects· 
as they were a few years ago? What is now done by min· 
isters visitmg the flock at their own houses, and instructing 
and encouraging them in their religious duties, and praying 
with and for them? What is done in their attending Bible 
classes, for the purpose of edifying the churches and instruct· 
ing the sons and daughters of the members of the churches 
and of the congregations? What is done for the religious in· 
struction of servants? Are they not often regarded by pro­
fessors as not having immortal souls at all, which must be sa­
ved by the blood of Christ through the know ledge of him, or 
lost in eternal perdition, if their sentiments may be judged 
ef by their conduct? 

Is there not a great departure from Scripture order in rna· 
ny cases, in relation to the qualification for ba $nt; and io 
not this product:d by the present plan of preaching, and' 
which staod11 intimately connected with the state of religion 
in the churches, which !JOU. Bay demands reformation? 

In reference to this subject, Are not the views, feelings, and 
emotions of the mind, which, for the most part, terminate in 
itself, or pass otf, reeeived as qulifications for bapt1sm, and are 
afterwards succeeded by bigoted ignoranc~, a lifeless pro· 
fession, or antinomian delusion, rather than faith in Jesus 
t::briu, produced by &riptural views of his ch:ua ctcr, accC'm-
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panicd with the approbation of the ~eart, and a spirit of obedi· 
ence to him? And is not this state of things the effect ratW!r of 
tbe custom of speculating and philosphising on human natQ)fe 
and religious doctrinea, from texts iu the pulpit, and of dt:­
elamation, than preaching Christ and him crucified, as he. is 
manifested in the Scriptures, in order to faith and salvation, 
and the duty of believers to observe all things whatso· 
ever Chri"t hath commanded them in the book· of the 
New Covenant? Does not the pastor spend his "time 
on horse bark in riding to the churches once a month, 
rather than in visiting the members of the flock, and 
feedmg the lambs atid the sheep every dayt For their 
services, what do they receive? Rel}ouncing the duties of the 
Pa~toral office which Jesus Christ has appointed, Have they 
any claLm to the benefit of the ordinance for their support 
as faithful servants of the churches? When they shall agree 
to submit to the service of his church as he has directed, , 
Will be not make the churches feel the obligation and duty 
of the divine command, to_ minister .to them of tbeir Carnal 
things, as they do to them in Spiritual things? · 

In asking many of these q uestiom~, we feel deeply affected by 
the consciousness and the remembrance of our own deficiencies 
and neglect of duty. While our tears flow for these things, 
we pray God our Saviour, under whose care we have unre· 
servedly plac~d ourseh·es, to enable us to act worthy of our 
high vocation unto all good works. 

We further ask, Is there not in the gospel, authority for 
the office of Evan~elists, whose duty it is to go and preach 
the gospel to every creature, as well as for the office of Pas­
tor, whose duty ir is to mini;;ter to the flock? And are there 
110t manifeltly gifts aud qualifications now bestowed by the 
great Head of the Ch11rch, which suit men for these offices, 
in the exercise of which their labours would mutually oper• 
ate in the edification of the churches, in converti~;~g sinners~ 
and in improving the spiritual state of the members? 
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Would .-ot the ehurches more heartily unite in supporttng 
them tban they do the present order of things? 

In oor plan of reformation, we haye gotten dear of the 
Baptist church meetings for busmess, as they _are called, an• 
which, by the business they created, were, in a great measure, 
the cause of our difficul1ies. Our church meeting• now are 
for the cultivation and improvement of the spiritual gifis and 
attainment11 of the brethren for the benefit of the church, 
aad for. the promotion of brotherly love and fellowship, and 
tbe doing of whatsoever Christ bath commanded. 
- And we cannot but think that if those individuals who have 
taken so m11ch pains to exert a disturbing influence upon the 
miads of the members of the minority of this church, woul4 
retire to the churches where their duties and obligations are, 
and be diligent in the discharge of them in endeavourinc to 
improve their state, as we desire to improve ours, and we are 
aure that they need it quite as much, and leave the members 
of this church to their own reflection, that union would be 
.restored.-We feel nothing in our own hearts to prevent it. If 
we have done wrong we desire to know it, and will speedily 
oorrect it. We have no objects in view, or ends to answer 
that are not directly connected with the religion and glory of 
Christ and the happiness of his people. 

In concluding this Section, we copy the following extracts 
fromyo"r circular letter of 1.124, in which we heartily concur • 

. "The conatitution, laws and ordinances of the gospel, are 
to be measured only by the words of institution, as they are 
explained and illustrated by Apostolic practice, in which 
there is no power or privilege for us to carry them any further, 
no man, churJI)h, association, council, general assembly, 
conference or convention, havi~g a right to add to, or to take 
from the Statute Book of the Kingdom of Christ given to it 
by the One Lrmgiver. As far as any church is constituted 
and governed by the laws and preceptsoftheNew Testament, 
so far it is a church of Christ and no further."-"There 
are no non-essentials in the N~w Testament,-every thing is 
necessary in its place,-to change or modify or abolieh ~tny 

G 
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thing, will, in the same degree--marr the whole.'' "The Unity 
which all denominations of Christians ought to desirf!; ttWiU 
never be effecled, unt.il aU agree iil one standard of ~ 
40d practice." " 

..... ~ 
SECTION 5. 

It is very common for individual,; to express their surprise and 
even aatonitobmcnt, and some of them their contempt, at our 
giving so much importance to "tlie new name," as they call it, 
meaning thereby the name of Christ, as to disturb Society. 
Jn the present state of things, the disturbance that it makes 
is a favourable symptom, and,- we trust, is the harbinger of 
much good. It is a fact, that this name, in its Scripture devel­
opments and qualifications, bas been an occasion of disturbance 
and of offence, more or less, bince man fell; and in every pe· 
riod of the Christian dispensation, it has been an offence to 
the errors and corruptions of Christianity, as it has been 
made authoritatively to hear upon them. It is immenself-­
terrible to the schisms and divisions in the church of G6d, 
when the Name ,of the King, the One Lawgive., who is hM_« 
over all things to The Church, tthich is his body, is associatcul 
with them in threatening power. 

We desil·e to give you some account of our views of th~ 
use and importance of the name of Christ and of his WQrd 
in Religion itself, and in religious Society. 

Without the knowledge of God, there cannot be any reli­
gion; for reli~;ion is either a system of truth of which God is 
the great subject, or a system of affections and conduct of 
which he is the supreme object. 

In man's original state before he fell, religion was natuTG.Z 
to him; it constituted a part of the state in which he ·was 
made. Tt>c know ledge of God, ·and of language on spirlt­

'Ual sub;ect~, were ~o-eval endowments, bestowed upon m~ 
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b,Y hill D)IJDiricent Creator at the moment that be gaftt bim ex­
isteue~. God The Word, made man in his own image. The 
pitilciple of justification in this state of God's governD>~t 
with man, was meritorious : man was to stand by his own mer.­
it:-he needed no Mediator, and there was none. 

When man sinned, religion ceased to be natural. The 
state produced by sin which constituted his lapsed natural state, 
made the image and knowledge of God which were co-eval 
endowments in hisfirst estate, supernatural with respect to 
the second. God withdrew from him, and left his soul in­
volved in spiritual darkness, with all his affections misplaced. 
But uod had purposes of mercy, and in reference to man's 
reccwery, under a new dispensation suited to his fallen con· 
ditioo, he promised the New Covenant, \'9hich was a new 
constitution, settlement, or establishment of things, wherein, 
by means of a Mediator, he was to reconcile and take sinful 
man into a friendly relation to himself, stipulate blcssmgs 
and privileges to him, give him laws and ordinances as the 
rule of his obedience and the meaos of his correspondence 
and fellowship with him. Thus, when man fell, a new dis· 
p.ensation commenced; the Government was re-organized in 
the hands of a Mediator, and . religion was published or 
made known by external revelation iu accordance with the 
new covenant, which, in the fulness of time, was to be rati· 
fied by the blood of Chri~t. Hence Christ said, when he in· 
stituted the supper, "This is my blood of the new covenant." 

It was in reference to this, that all the promises and revela­
tions were made, and all the blessings were bestowed, from 
the fall of man, until the Word was made flesh. 'rhe prin· 
ciple of Justification under this dispensation, was and is gra· 
tuitous, that is by grace, and is essentially connected with the 
~tonement in the blood of Christ. 

The Divine Logos, who created all things, and man in his 
own image, and is the Deity of Jesus Christ, assumed the Me· 
•orial character, and is God our S:wiour. · In reference to 



hit irie•rnation, he descended according to the •all &om tl¥l 
Fathers, Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, who is ewr od 
blessed forever, Amen. So ld it be. In this character 
is, and baa been since the fall, the light of the world, by the 
Revelations he has made, and the inAuences of the Holy Spir· 
it through him and by his word. Be is called the Son ol 
God, not as God, but in reference .to the incarnation in tbe plan 
of redemption, in \t'hich Gcdf-.a.,-..naniieat in the flesh. Tbe 
term Sont therefore, hal na reference to the origin or mode of 
the e:a:istence of the Logos in the Godhead. 

Without him, in bis Mediatorial Character, there has not 
been any religion in the world since man fell; all the com. 
muniCiltions have been ll'lade by him, and through him, ana 
in reference to his incarnation. It was the Spirit of Christ 
that was in the pt'opbets that spake. With his name, as the 
Messiah ot the Christ, 18 Mcel!sarily associated aU that is 
true in religion. No one who has not firietly attended to 
the use of names and words and sentences, as they are foam} 
id the ~¥'4 of Gocl, and as they are necessarily connected in 
hit-- N at, 
faith. affection, 
pared to estimate or to reali~e the above remark. 

A Words. in religion, are the means of ideas and the instnJ. 
~· ments of thought; they, therefore, of necessity, did not 

originate in the human mind by the inventions of men, but 
in God, as the means by which he enlightens men mimle 
in the knowledge of himself, and by which he renews them 
after the image in which they were made. Iu this the spirit 
of God has used no improper, super6uous or unmeaning 
words in the revelation he has made, nor has he given to 
man the power, right or privilege to change them either in 
their meanitg, order or cont.ection, any more than be baste 
r.bange naturnl light or the substances and laws of nature. 

If there be no non·e$.~entiGls in Beings, Things, Doctrines, 
Ord.inances or Dtttie.s in religion, there cannot be any in the 
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