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REPORT OF B. ::\IAXLY, Ju. 
-0:\ THE-

-OF-

BAPTISTS IN KENTUCKY. 
At the beginning of this im·estigaticn the oificial copy of the m i nuteti, 

:l'hich was the only flle kno1Yn or accrs~il!le to us, v;;u; deficient in the. 
1inutes for fifteen out of the ninety-t1Yo ye:1rs of the A~sociation's cx
stencc. All of these kwe'lJeen recon•rcd except four, and hope id enter
ained that L>y diligent search some of thuoe m:1y yc•t be obtni:wcl. The 
1issing one;; are for 1810, 1;:J~S, 1~2!1, nncl 18:3G. [ was misled l<lRL 
·ear by the MS. oflicinJ CO[l.)', in ~nppo,>in~ thnt the lllinnteti for :J.:'lf) 
1·cre in our pos~es~ion, and those for J81± \\':1llting. 1t Hlll'enr~, L'v eom
nrison of the printed minutes in po.;~c.;~ion of Bro. \\'. T. lie<:;·nc, th:\t 

the minutes which were rccorclecl as of 1:)1.:) '1\'<?re rca1l1· those of 18H, 
ncl were originally recorded a~ ~uch, hnt<JlLcrecllo U:n.J by mis(ake, nucl 
hat it is the minutes of 1S1G that arc lackin0;. 

All that ha1·e been fountllm1·c been c:t;·cfullv tmn~nill<'tl O\' our effi
,cient secretary, Bro, B. \'V. D. Seeley, in :t ne;\t volunH), Yli til ·pllgc~ left 
~lt proper place~ f(Jr the in~,crtion of those minute~ ;;till mib~ing, if they 
<:an be found. 

I ha.ve prepared a tabular statement, hcrcwtlh suLJJnittetl, of the 11:1 n;cs 
Jofall theclmrchese\'er connected with thi~ Al<socitttion, amounting to 

!.>out 107, during the ninrty l\1·o yearci of ih org;mi;:e,l e:-;islPnce, in
cluding at one time (17U~-I7UG) chnrcbe::; as fu· north nti '·Columbia in the 
\Vestern Tenitory," now Ohio, and nsftr south as the church in '·Ten
nessee County, Cumberlnnd Settlement." Tl1i:-; tLlbnhn statement shOII':-i 
the total numbert:>, and the bttpti~ms, in each dtlll'l'h, e\'er,\· year, ns re
ported to the Ansociation; shows how loug each church WtlS conncctccl 
with the Association; and so fin· as known incliCtltPs in \\'hat way the 
hurch severed its connection with this body. Twenty-six of thc~e 
hurcl1es are ~till in the Association. The greater part of the remainder 

have been dismissed to form other Associations; a f0\\' ltnye brob~n ofl to 
pite with the rarticuhirs, or the Reformer.-;; some lnve been clis,.;ol\·ecl, 

being weakened by tho gro\\'th of other churche~ of the same faith and 
order ne:lr them; and concerning some no it,l'ormntion has been gathered 
r-as yct.-[NoTE. Only the first ten years of this l<tble will now l>e 
;I)Jublished.J 

In the tabnlar statements heretofore puiJli~hcc1, (in 18-1-1. nn<1 in 187-±), 
'!quite a number of errors ltn.Ye arisen by mi:-<takc~ in :•ddition, or in 

ranscribing. Thc:·e, RO t;u· :1s they could be D,scertainetl, baYe been cor
iJ.'CCted. For instance South Elkhorn in 17\l2 haJ 170 mc: .. u0ri'; in 1/fJJ 
'149 tnembcrs; in October, 17D3, 152; ~-et she is credited with 265 in .Ma~·, 
~03, probably meant for 105. :r 't~L,f?n 1802 is reported to lHlYC 
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eight members,_ thougl; s)1e h:td received twenty by baptism, during the 
year, and had etghty-slxm1804. In cases where a church had continued: 
connection with the Association. but f;\iled, in anv given year to re~JC 
its total membership, instead of omitting the church alto~ether tbe 
average of its numbers, between the year before, and the y"'ear 8~11Jele:o 
quent, hns been inserted in the table with an asterisk and added to form 
the grand totnl. This may not be entirely accurate, 'but is the nearest 
approximation now practicable. 'Vithout further introduction, I pr_. 
ceed t• 

A SKETCH OF THE ORIGINAL CHURCHES CONSTITUTING THE ELKHOHN 
BAPTIST ASSOCIATION IN KENTUCKY. 

The Elkhorn Association of B<tptists, organized ninety-two years ap 
in this beautiful Blue Grass country, deserves a fuller history than i& 
is expedient now to present. It was the earliest organization of the killlll 
in Kentucky, or in the region west. of the Alleghanies. At times a very 
large body, always respccta.ble, active, and yet conservative, it has elJ• 
erted an influence larger than its present members would indicate. 1\ 
has grown weak by the strength and materials it has transferred,~ 
sister associations around, in whose vigor and success it rejoices, 1QJc1 
will continue to rejoice. 

The year 1785 witnesHed the establishment in Kentucky of three n.p. 
tist Associations. These were 

I. ELKHORN ASSOCIATION, September 30, 1785, at Clear 
SIX CHURCHES. 

Gilbert's Creek, est.'lhlished in Kentucky, December, 1781. 
Tate's Creek constituted in 1783. 
South Elkhorn '' July 31, 1784. 
Clear Creek ·' June 18, 1785. 
Big Cros~ing " " l\Iay 28, 1785. 
Limestone " July, 178•3. 
II. SALEM ASSOCIATION, Oct. 29, 178.i, at Cox'~ Creek. 

FOUR CHuRCHES. 

Severn's Yalley constituted . June 18, 1781, number in 1785, 
seven. . - 8<> t...... . 

Cedar Creek (now Xelson County) constituted July ±, 11 -· num__. 
in 178•1, forty-seven. " . '7GII 

Bear Gra~s (now Louisville) constituted January, 17ti4, numuer m 1,~ 
nineteen. . _ _ . 

Cox's Creek constituted April, 1785, number m 1t8v, twenty-s1x. 
III. SOUTH KEXTUCKY ASSOCIATION, October, 178.i, at Gilbo 

Creek. 
FIYE CHuRCHES (SEPARATF. BAPTISTS); 

Gilbert's Creek constituted in 1785. 
No Lynn " 1~8~. 
I'o•·tinger's Creek " :' 1 '~;?-
Head ofBoone's Creek · 17~~-
Rnsh Branch " " 178o. 
Of the first of these only shall we attempt now to t;eat. 
And as ~t Baptist Association is nothing _but a voluntary assembl9 

of messengers from particular churches, w1th no power except to ~ 
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,-suit and adviee for the mutual welfare, it is proper in tracing the 
:hi'story of the Elkhorn Association to go back to the origin of its con
:i!tituent members. 

First in order of t.ime comes the Gilbert's Creek Church, which was !t 

:pR.rt ofthe eelebra.teu·"Travelli.ng Church," that emigrated through the 
wilderne:ss from Virginia to Kentucky, in the fall and winter of 1781. 
In the year 1767 a church wns gathered in Virginia, known l\S Lower 
.Spottsylvania, and afterwards d"rom its eminent pastor, called Craig's 
.Church. In the suml"Rer of 1.781, the most glowing accounts of the rich 
:soil and inviting climate of Kentucky were spread through Virginht 
'and Lewis Craig, a man of mag.netic power and influence, determine1l 
;lH>t only to emigrate thither, :'IJU!t to take with him his friends amd 
·brethren. 

The church had been greatl<-j scattered during the Revolution, but . 
11early all the remaining memBers agreed to accompttny Brother Craig 
to Kentucky. By the middle of October, 1781, they were ready to set 
.out. The brethren and ministers near by gathered to bid them fare
·well. John 'Valier was there, who had shared with Craig the discom-
1orts of the jilil at Fredericksburg. Some verses more notable for affec
tion than for lyric elegance, which he composed on the occa~ion, are 
preserved. 

A single stanza may -suttice :as a specimen: 

"Great~orrowfl o[ late filled my poor heart, 
'J'o think tlh.at the dearf:st frieuds ruust eoon part, 
A few left behind, while many will go 
To settle the de•ert down the Ohio." 

The old Spottsylvania Church continued its existence, and those leav
ing were by vote constituted an independent body. Yet so small was 
t he remnant left behind, that the old church book was brought along by 
the clerk. The same prrstor, the same dencon~, and the same record 
~Jook. made it in fact the old church, prepared to carry on its usunl busi
~1ess. whenercr :t h,~Jt was sounded.-[Ford's Repository, 17i5G, p. 132. 

Abandoning the wagons with which they had set out from the Uappa
luuwck, carrying their baggage :tnd the women and children on horse
back, while the men for the most part wa!ked, they penetrated the 
•wilderness for ncar GOO miles. The company numbered about 300, of 
·whom nearly 200 were members o£.the "tnl\·elin~ church." Assailed by 
tempests, by Indians, distressed by scn.rcity of food, discouraged by 1h·iving 
·~·ains, and tlreary nndl oSiippery ro:tds, wading dangerous strerrms waist 
deep, and pressing on till night in their wet and freezing clothes, they 
jinally reached Gilbert's Creek, in Lincoln County, and on the 2d Lord's 
day in December, met there as a Baptist Church. 'V m.l\farshall, together 
with their pastor, Lewis Craig, preached to them. The numerous f,tmily 
Df the Craigs were nearly all members there, together with the ancestor:; 
of the Bowmans, the Ashers, the Singletons, the Smiths, Hunts, Slwt
wells, 1\Iitchams, Cards, C:wes, Hickersons, Sanders, who are scattered all 
over Kentucky and the West. They built a fort near Logans, which was 
not far from StanJord, and called it Craig's Station. There they met for 
worship, and thither they clustered for defense. Among the rude block
houses nnd stockades, which protected them, the voice of preaching was 
weekly heard, and the song and the prayer ascended sweetly together 
from the unbroken fc1resl Let us briefly observe the surroundings and 
the conditwn of the «.ountry at large, from this period till the formation 

r~of our three ass@ciations in 1785. 

< 
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Tho year 1782 was it dark period tor the settlers. Repeitted ittt.a~ks 
from the Indian,; disturbed them, and produced the gloomic~t forebod
ings. E,;till',; defeat Ofarrh 22), not fll' from '·Little l\Iount," now Mt. 
Sterling, W>tS a monrnfnl event for the whole country. Some of the Gil-

' bert's Crook member,; "·ere murdered in it. The atta<'k on Br.nmt's 
(August 15, 17<32), by GOO Indians, though foiled, was sufiiciently alarm
ing. And the terrible disaster at the Lo1ver Blue Licks, on the 19tlt of. 
August, sprOttd disma.y, as well as mourning, through all the settlements. 
:Xot till November was the peril removed, and t!te llread a!htyed, by the 
expedition under Gen. Geo. Rogers Clark, with o1·er 1,000 men, under 
Cols. Floyd nncl Logan;who marched 130 miles up tho l\Iiami River, and 
destroyed the principal Shitwnec town. Ko1·ember lOth. .Uter this time 
no largo body of Indians inl'acled Kentucky. Though the treaty of 
.peace between the United States and Gre>tt Drit>tin m1s signecl November 
30, at P>trb, France, tho tidings did not reach Kentucky till the nC'xt 
Sprin~. 

In 1783, rt jmlicial district 1\'f\S established out of the three counties 
formed in 1780, Jefierson, Lincoln and Fayette, and the town of Dmwillc 
was fo.undccl as a phco t.o hold the:court. The second ~tore in Kentu<'k.v 
was opened by Col. BroOLclhe tel at Louisville, ;ml next yo;tr (178-t) the thircl, 
:tt Lexington, by Col. James \\'i lkin~on. ·1 he Jir~t store in Kent.ncky hntT 
been opened in April, 1775, b.v Henderwn & Co., tbe propriC'tors of 
"TransylYnnia." The Uonnty of Nebon was formed in 17S±, >tnd Bour
bon, Mercer and iHadiwn in 17S5. Durin!!; thi;:; period tho scparntirm of 
Kcmtncky from Virginia, and it~ e:>t:tblishment as an independent State, 
begins to be diseu;;sed, but is not consu1nmctled until June 1, 17~J~, IYhen 
the first GoYernor, Gen. Isaac Sh<?lb.1·, i~ innuguratNl at Lexington. and 
soon after, the seat of go1·ernmcnt.liR remowd to Frankfort. In 171'() 
August 18, the Jir;:;t nell'~papcr, the Kentucky G:tzetco, i;:; ost>tulishocl by 
John Br:tdf,Jrcl, at Lexington. 

\Vo h:we no CC'nsus, that I hn,·e Reen, of tho population of Kentucky in 
1785. In 1700, it was, "·hite, Gl.133; free colored, 114; slaves, 12,430; total, 
73,G77. 

John Tnylor, IYho landed at Br>argrnss, rwar Loui;:;1·ilie, December, 1782, 
thus clesrri!.Jes tho situation (Hi ~:it. Ten Churche~, pp. 13, 14): "IL \\'H ::< a 
gloomy thiag, at:' th<tt time, to mo,·e to Kentucky. Hut I had seen the 
place; and withont't sing1e friend or ncqmtintance to accompnny me with 
my helpless f:nnily, \YO took water at Reel Stone, Pa., and fm tho mmt 
of a better opening, I paid f,Jr a pa~sage in a lowly, ill-l'ixed flat bo.1t of 
stmngers. 'l'he ri rer bei ng low, this lonesome boat was about soren 
weeks before she landed at Be>trgrns~. Not a soul was then settled on 
the Ohio Hi1·er between vYhoeling and Louisville-a clistanee of the or 
o;ix hundred miles-and not one l~our, clay or night, in safety. Though 
it was now wmter, not a soul in all Dear Gm~~ (Louis1·ille) 1ras in safety, 
but by being in it fort. I meditated trnselling SO miles further , to 
Craig's Station, in Linroln Count~'.'' This journey he aooompli;;hocl in 
oix dn~·s, walking all the W<tl·, nnrlleading the three ho,trily !Helen hor;;es 
through mud, and often mtding through rirers, deep to the middle, in the 
bitter cold \Yeather. 

The Gilbert's Creek Church was greatly weakened, not long before J ohn 
Taylor's arriml, by tho removal of nearly the \\·hole membership \rith 
Craig to the north side of the Kentucky river near Lexington. It seems 
to have clirilkcl into two fragments; the one (the regular) uniting :n 
forming the Elkhorr;, As;;ociation in 1785, but reported in 17Sli as ell:;-
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sol""ed · the other (separate) being one of the constituent members of the 
South 'Kent.uekv Asso,.iation, which includ_ed all the separate Baptist 
churcbe_s in l_(entncky. lt~; subtiequent htstory I cannot now trace, 
though 1t contumed for at lenst forty years. 

The Tn.te's Creek Chnrrh, nceording to Bro. S. H. Ford, was founded 
in 1783, though Aoplnud dntes it in 1785. I can giYe n~ particulars of its 
org;mizntion. 

t:louth Elkhorn Cbnrrh wns established Jt;ly 31, 1784, where the road 
front Lexington to Hm-roJsburg crosses the south lm:.nch of Elkborn. 
To this point Le1Yis Crnig had remm·ed in 1783. Here he built a mill, it 
is said the first grist mill in Kentucky, afterward~ known ns Higbee's 
mill. "He preached in the woot.b or in his mill, and the lir~t time the 
ordinn.nce of b;lpti~m ,,·as ob~ened in Kentucky it 11·ns performed by 
Lewis Crnig."-(Forcl's Hcp. lf'i5G, l'· 2G~~). B.1· degrees the members from 
(~ilbert's Creek KO mnny of !hem settled in this region that it became de
sirable to constitute them· into n. church. which was done as nboye men
tioned. The origimtlminutrs are lH"Csened, showing that they wore or
o-anizcd nt the hou~e of Lor.-is Craig. li-m. CaYe being chosen Moderator, 
~nd Richard Young, Clerk. The Philnrlelphia Contc~~ion of 'Faith wns 
adopted. Fourteen members' names nrc giren. Two others \\"ere receiYecl 
apparently the s:nnc dny b_,. lcUer. 

A rc.-;olution wns m1opted, "that th8 Daptist profc;:sors not joining this 
:;ociety he requested to attend tho next meeting and give their rc:tsons 
for not joining." Those who would not attend, ot,who could gi 1·e no good 
yen son for not j<>i ning·, "were dealt ''"i th," nncl the Clerk was <Jrdcrccl to write 
to the ehnrd1e,; \Yhich grnntcd them letters. 

'·Anwng the early members of this Church," ~n~·,; Dr. Ford, "was Abm
ham Bowman, known in the rerolutwnnry hi~tury of the country. Di"
tingui,;bed a,;'' colonel in the nrmy of \\-n;;hington, he becam9 <lll humble, 
<'onsititcnt Christinn, ''"hooc'in(iuencc in tho soci0ty in it8 furmn.tion in 
Kentucky 1n1s manife,;t aJI{1 l>etwlic·inl. He 11·n.s n member, from Fayette 
~~ounty, of the Legblatnrc that met uncler the Jir5t constitntion of Ken
tucky. James Gnrrnrd, who wn~ C<Jt1 ner-tcd with thi~ church, and after
wnrds a. member of Cooper'~ Hun·, was one of the member~ from Ken
tucky in the Yirginin. Legieln:nre that mtifiecl tbe constitution of the 
l:nitcd States. Th;m tl1e Cmigs, :l nobler set of m.cn nc1·er trod this soil. 
In the cmwention at l),mville, in 1785, John Craig was a promment and 
inJiuential member; nnd the lir6t effort made in the \\"est to >twakc a. 
spirit of intel lectual impro\·emcnt, announced in the "Kentucky Gnette" 
~~~ :L '·Society for Promottng Ueeful J..CnowleLlgc," was an ~ppc:tl published 
111 that paper in December, 17<::>7, and is signed by John Cnug, James 
Speed, Hobert Johnson n.JHl Jam e.; Garrnrcl, nil Bnptists, nncl tb rce of them 
members of South Elkhorn Church."-[Fonl'::; Rep. 185G, p. 2G3. 

T!1e following notice appeared in the Kentucky Gnzette, perhaps the 
<larhest school notice that is .'·et prcoenecl, :;bowing that oren at that date 
(1787) Georgetown wn,; an eclucntionnl centre, and that Elij:1h Cntig, one 
uf the prominent Dnptists, wal:\ at the hcncl of the enterprise: 
"EDUCATto:>.-~ntice i.s hcrob.v given tlutt on l\Ioncby, the 23th of Jan

tun~· ne:-:t, a sehoul will be opened by .Misses Jones & \Vorlcy at the l~oyal 
Sprmg, lll Lei..>:tnontown [thi~ wns the n>tmc by which the place, original
!~ called l\Ic9lellnncl's St<ttion, in October, 1775, wns cnllecl from 1764 to 
ltOO, when tt was incorporated by the Legislature of Yirginia, and the 
na~e changed to Georgetown in honor of George \V:tshington.-Collins 
~~ 697], l<~ayette county, where a commodious hons<J sufficient to contain :y or Sixty scholar,; \\"ill be prep,tred. They will teach the Latin and 
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Greek lang~l\ges t?gethe~ with such branches of the sciences as are usu~ 
ally taught m public senu!'lar_tes, at twenty-five 8hillings a quarter for eacbo 
scholar, one-half to be patd m cash. the other in produce at cash price 
&c., &c. [Signed] ELIJAH CRAIG." ' 

Lebanon, Dec. 27, 1787. 
:rhe next ch';lrcl~ in ehronol<:~ical order, so far as can now be ascer

~med by exa;nlln~twn of ~he evtdence still in existence, was that at the 
Great Crossmgs, or, ~s tt was often styled, the "Big Crossing" Church. 

Ahout two and a half mtles northwest of the Royal Spring. where George
tO\~n now stands, th_q great buffalo track from Southern Kentucky to the: 
Ohto crossed the Elkhorn .. A small fort was erected there in 1778, but 
soon abandoned_. In ~he sprmg of 1784, Col. Hobert Johnson removed t,o. 
th~ Great Crossmgs, lnmself a military man whose skill and courage in· 
spued confidence. Around the little fort a settlement soon gathered,and 
before a. year had passed they felt that rhe time had come for the organiz
ation of a church. The records of the church, which were transcribed 
by a careful committee from the orig-inal records (now lost) about the 
year 1793, sho~v that _on Saturday and Sunday, 28th and 29th of May, 17.85, 
brethren Lewts Craig, John Taylor, Richard Young 11.nd Samuel Deadr 
mon, as helps callerl for, proceeded to constitute into the church at the 
Gre}tt Crossings, 'Vm. Cave, James Suggett, sr., Robert Johnson, 
Robert Bradley, and ot.hers whose names are given, sixteen in nil. 
The meeting was held in an upper room of Robert .Tohnson'~c~ resi
dence. \Vm. Cave was a minister, but E lijah Craig, who moved ;;oon 
after into the neighborhood, became their fir;;t pastor. 

The next church in order ot time was that at Clear Creek, about ten. 
miles from South Elkhorn. John Taylor (Hist. of Ten Churche~. p. 54) 
mentions that "through the winter and spring of 1785 several preacher:; 
h;td moved into the neighborhood, as John Dupuy, James Rucker and 
Richard Cnve." Though apprehensive of losing the preaching and over
sight of Lewis Craig, "·hom they all re\·ercnced, if they had a new church, 
they determined to "apply to South ElKhorn for as~ist;mce, and the helps 
from that establishment agreed to ncknmdcdgc us as :t sister church. l 
think in April, 1785, about thirty merr.l>ero, to the l>cst of my recoll~c
tion, were in the new church, under the style of Baptist Church ofChrtst, 
at Clear Creek." This was written from memory in 1821 or 1822, and he
only says, "I think in April, 1785." The records of the·Sm~th El~horn 
Church, howc\·er, as transcribed l>y Dr. S. H. Ford, an<l_ pul>lt~hed In the 
Repository for 185\), pp. 266-7, seem to ~ettlc tl•c .queRtt~t~-ns to ~he ,da!e. 
"At the church meeting at South Elkhorn, Apnl_23, 1/So, Lr!WIS C~mg, 
J[oderator. Elder "'m. Hickmnn and Eli~nbeth H1ckman were received 
by letter. A motion being made for ;t constitution of a chu_rch at Clear 
Creek was ordered to be laid over till the next reguh~r meetmg. :<\t the 
May meeting it was taken up and laid orer to the aclJotuncd mcetmg on 
Sunday." . 

'·!\Jay 2!), 1785.-JHet according to adjournment. A motion. w~R mnd;; 
for the constitution of a chureh at Clear Creek. De~a_ted and ng1eed to. 
\cconlin"lv Dr Ford adds evidently with some ongmal records before him (the ~f(l' ch~rch books ;>f Clear Creek being now lost),_ "that ~m tne 

third Saturdrw the 18th of June, 1785. the): we:e cm~st.Jtnted ~nto a. 
Church of Christ ~1t. Clear Creek, by Lewis Crmg, W m. liiCkmnn, George 
Smith and Jnmes Garrard." 1 ld S tt 1 

Most of the members at this new chnreh were from tIC o_ po sy va-
nia. Church in Virginia, had come with Craig througla~rb '\~klCnek, am~ 
had IJccn successively members of the c-hurches at t er 8 ·rec am. 
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South Elkhorn. Taylor describes very gmphically their election of hin 
as their pastor in l\Iarch following, hill refusal, and their persistence-· 
narrative which ea;;ts a pleasing light on the simplicity and earne~tness 
of those early days, but which we must resist the temptation to quote. 

The only remaining church whiah entered into the constitution of the 
Elkhorn Association, was Limestone, which was organized in July, be 
tween the preliminary meeting June 25, 1785, and the actual constituti01 
Sept. 30. . 

Simon Kenton had returned in 1784 to his camp near the present town 
of Washington. A number of emigra,nts settled around his fort, ancn 
this became one of the most travelled routes in coming west, to disem
bark from the boats on the Ohio, a,t the mouth of the creek where :Mays
ville is now situated, and then make their wny across Lieking to Lexing
ton. The scattered Baptists were constituted into a church under th 
care of Wm. Wood. Among them were one of the \Vallers and E. Dol,., 
bins. The church continued steadily representing itself in the Associa
tion till the formatior: of the Bracken Association in 17\!8, though after 
17\Jl its name was changed to \Ya~hington. 

- ~·- : . 
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TI;e minutes of the first meeting for tho organit,ation of the Elkhorn 
13ap:i st .\ ssociation, :nc ns fo~lows: 

A R1ptist conforcnco held nt Eouth Elkhorn, :Fnyetto County, Satur
ltly, Juno 23th. llt;3. J\Jcmbors present il'ho represented tho diJTerent 
eln:rr·hn,;. 

Su •'.~, J:.."Utr,:.L. ..............••.... •. T.ewis Cr::ti!!', ... ,ril1iam Dickman ancl J31.3nj. Crai~Z. 
1.. "l··t~,· t',·e,k ............... ....... . ...... J ·,h:J T:tylor, Jo~tn Dupey, .T:1me:; Rucker and Uichartl Cave. 
n.~J C.·oss ',;:J ... .... ....... ......... ... \YJlEa.n ~aye and Dartlctt Collins. 
"]' ·:r-'s C!"Pr>/,· .... ...... John 'J't:.tHH'r and 1,\'"illinm Jonrs. 
(,'iibf'rt's CrL·i•,'; .. . ....... ... (;;,. .. )r;;c t.~ . Fmith n:tJ John Pl'icc. 

L~I',JS Crnig y;n" c!10~en :Jfoc'rrntor, nml Tiichard Young, Clerk 
Bro.<. E~ijnh C!'<ti~, .Augustine E:·,stin, J<tnlCS G:trrard and Henry !loeb, 
who 'l:crc JH'C'~-cnt, \\'oro rcqtwstccl to tnke tbei1· scats in tho conference. 

A!;rre~l to uc ruled in any matter that should cmne before them by 
fl 111:1jtY'ity. 

Qn-:m·.-\Ylwthcr tho Phil:Hlolphirt Confession of Faith, ndoptod by 
tl.o IbpL;t;:, c;hail be str:rtl~- :tc1hcrc'1 to, ns tho rule of our ooa1munion, 
or •Yholhrr n sns1'on~ion thereof f, 1r the sakr of ~ocict~· be best'? 

A;-.;siYEn.-It is tlgrcod t!t:~t tl1o ~airl recited confession of t:tilh be 
str\ctly m:horodlo. 

XoTF.-Thtt in Scl)lembor, they ad opted, not tho l'biladolphi<t Con
fL·~<on, >Yhiclt is tl1o S<\me as tho confc.'<sion of 1G~0, of the Hundred Con
~P"'~',<'t'ml$ in Eng'nnrl, bt;t tl1c conf,~:::>inn of tho Seven Churches of lG±~. 
See both in full in Cnt:ing'A Hi"to:·ienl Yimliciltion~. 

1'1'' the rc:mlt ('lf t!ti~ prel im iJl<l l')' nJceting-, 'dJi,·h is simply styled "<t 

Jhp'i'<t cnnfc:·ence,·' iL appo.t:·~ ne~;t that rt "J}lpli."t Ae~;ociation" was 
hc1cl :tt Clc:nr Creek, }'rir1ay, Seplcmher :lOth, 17.S.), at 3 o'clock. Sermon 
l•y Tir(JtllL:r 1\'m. Hickman, from Exodus 23: flO. "13y liltle nnd little I 
will drinJ them out from Lcfore thee, until thou Le increased and in
lwri t tho land." 

\Yilb1m \Yood ,1·,1s chosen -:\Ioclomtor, lliohn;·cl Young, Clerk. Lt)tters 
from six church(;s i\'Cro read, thr same ns nLo·;o 11<1mcd, "'ilh.thc addition 
of Li mcsLono. Tho dclogn te~ were: 

(;il!:ciPs e,-,.el.· .... .. ....... ... ...... '"TeorJ:? P. ~mHh an•l .John Price. 
'J'of'''s (',·N·k ............................ Tohn Tam12r1 \Vlll . Jone~ UD!l \Vm. "'i11iam~. 

South 1~'!/~lwrn ......... ..... ..... .. .. Lawls Crit;<..;1 \\~ilEum Hickman, mv1 Bcnj . Craig. 
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·C/,ear Crcei< ............................ John Taylor, James Rucker ancl John Dupcy. 
pr;; Crog:'JlJ .. ........................ ~Tq'i:lm C:1."':"C, B:J.rtlctt ron:ns anL1 llJt~ . Jul1:13011. 
]...iousto;w ........ ....... ............ ..... \rilJiam \\,..o 'd and Edward Dobblns 

CO:\STITGTIOX. 

Being assembled togrther, and t:lking into our ~erious con~ideration 
'\':hat might he mn~t mh·n·,tageoLl~ for the glory of God, the achanroment 
of the J-:::ingrlom of thP cJ, .,, r HcllPc·mer. n11<l the mutual comfort and 
hnppi nc~~ of tho rhurrl !('~ nf Chri~t: lJaYing unnni mon~ly agreed to on ito 
:n the ~trongost bond~ • ·fChri ~tirm lnYe and fc! lo\\·ship, :HHl in order tr} 
support ancl keep thnt union [we] clo hereby adopt tho B.cpti,;t Confe:;sion 
of .Faith, Jirst put forth in tho name of tbe seven congregations mot to
gether in London in the year 1013, containing a ~ystem of tho cmngel
icnl doctrines :lgroca!J o to the gospel of Chri~t. \rhic:h we do heartily be
lieve in and r eceive. But something in tho third and, Jlfth chapter~ in 
sni<l book we do o:,crpt, if construed in that light that makrs Uocl the 
~:<use or :mt.hor of~in; but " ·e do acknowiellgc nncl hclioYe God to l>c an 
Almighty so\'ereign, wi~ely to go\'crn and direct nll things ~o as to pro
mo:e his own glory. A !so in chapter 31st concerning laying on of hands 
on persons baptized, a~ e<"~onti~tl in their reception into tho church, it 
is agreed on by us ~hat. the u~ing or not using of that practice shall not 
afloct our fcllo\\'Shlp to each othL'r. Am!, ns there arc a number of 
Christian professors in this country unclcr tho R1ptist name, in order to 
di~tingui:'h onr~o!Ycs from them, we nrc of opinion thnt no appellation 
is more snitablo to our profo:;;sion than th<tt of "l?cgular DHpLiot,'' \rhich 
name \I'O profess. 

On Satur<lay, proceeding to business, they chose 'Yil!iam C:wo, ::iioclor
ntor, rcsohecl that nil mnttors of business be determined by a m~jority of 
this .Association; sent n, committee to Gilbert's Creek church, at thei1· 
reqno;:;t"to enquire into tbc Rtnn ofsttic1 church," and to rcpcJJ·t to 
the next a,;sociation. This comm1 "'con:-;iBtecl of Lo\\'i:; Craig, James 
Rucker, '\Villi am Hickman nnd \\'~r am Caw·, or any three of them. 

Qt:ERY.-:From T:,tc':; Creek chutc)l-,Vhat may be thought best to 
be dono \Yith Jnomliers th:tt hold conditional S;lh:Hio:1·) 

A~s\\'Ell.-\Ve would gi \'Cit as our opinion to tho chnrelws to llSO nll 
tenclorne~s to roelnim such pcrPon~ frum their error.'; lmt if tlwy per:;i:;t 
to deal with them ns with tlll other incorrigi blo ofb1dcr:;. 

A propo~ition to the A~sociation fur their opinion on the following 
;nat.tor-Whothor it is lawflll for ~' chri~tian to !Je;lr ofiico, c:iYil m· 
militHy? 

A~S\\'K!L-lt i~ our opinion tint it iti bwful for any cbristi,m to bear 
office, either ciYil or military, except mini;:;tcr~ of tho Go~pcl, 

Appointed quarterly meetings at Big Crosi"ing, T:uo·~ Creek and 
Limestone. Next associntion to be at South Elkhorn, S:ltmcby before 
the iirot Sabb:tlh in AuguBL; Brother \Villi.am \Vood to preach tho in tro
ductory and write the Circular Letter. 

Agreed that no query be rccoiYecl into tho associnlion in the futuro, 
but what i,; first debated in the church, ::mel inserted in the church 
letter. 
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FIRST DECADE OF THE ASSOCIATION, 178510 1795. 
--(;:()--

178G. AUGUST 15.-SOUTH ELKHORN. 
John Taylor, Moderator; Richard Young, Clerk. 
Churches represented are Tate's Creek, South Elkhorn, Big Crossingr 

Clear Creek; also, Town Fork, Brynnt's Stiltion and Boon's Creek. The 
last named three churches "nfter giving full sati~fa.ction of their faith and 
order, received amongst us at this annnalmeeting." Limestone was not 
represented, being the most distant, but continued its connection. 

Request for help from a number of Baptists at or near the Fork11 of 
Dtek',; River was read, and Amurose Dudley, John Tanner, Benj. Craig 
and Bartlet Collins were appointed to attend a meeting there the fourth 
Saturday in August. 

Fm·m of marriage read and referred to a committee, who '!\"ere also to 
consider the expediency or inexpediency of a catechi:;m, and·.rcport to 
next AssoCiation. 

The committee on Gilbert':; Creek Church reported that it wn~ dis
soh·ed. 

QuEin:.-\Yhat power has this Association with respect to the churches 
in union with it, if any of them refuoe its advice. 

Al>SWEU.-It has a right to reje-::t them [from] a seat in the Associa
tion; provided, the advice is not contrary to the terms of the general 
union. 

(-lUEUY.-\Vhether or not persons · a state of slavery may ue said to 
be proper gospel memLers? 

A:s-SWER.-A slave may be considered a proper gospel mcmLer. 
QuEnY.-Is it lawful for a slave, br.ing an orderly member, and com

pelled to leave his wife and move with hi:; maste1· about five hundred 
miles, then to take another wife? 

As an opinion cannot ue hnd nt this time, ng'ree to refer tile query to 
the next Association; and in the me<~.n time advise the churches not to 
receive any more members under the aboYe circum~tances mentioned in 
said query. · 

Qt::ERY.-In regard to the duty of supporting n. minister, whether it is 
considered as a debt or a liberal contribution. 

DeLated and referred to next Associ~ction. 
Pro\·ided·supplies for the destitute chmches at Town Fork and Boone's. 

C1·eek, by sending them preachers from South Elkhorn, Clear Creek :tnd 
ll!ryant's Station one Lord's Day in Septembr.r, October and .No\·ember. 

1787. AUGUST 4.-BRY .ANT'S STATIO~. 
Edward Payne Moderator John Tanner, Introductory Preacher. Three 

new churches re~eived-Hn~1ging Forks cifiick's River, Cowper's (af~er
"'m·ds spelt Cooper's) Run and :Marble Creek: (nftenvar.ls known as East 
Hiekman). 
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At same seeeion, on l\fon'day;the reception of l\Iarble Creek Church is 
suspended until inquiry is made into some grievancee alleged there. 

The inquiry as to slaves removing and marrying again was debated 
a.nd withdrawn; and that as to support of the ministry debated and cast 
out. Instead of it the following was di~>cussed, and decided on: 

QuERY.-Whether it is agreeable to Scripture for churches to suffer v 
men to preach and have the care of them as their minister, that are trad
ing and entangling themselves with the affairs of this life? 

ANSWER.-That it is not agreeable to Scripture; but that it is the duty 
of the churches to gi \'e their mini~ters a reasonable support, and assi~t 
them in these respects. 

QuEUY.-What ru!e arc we to receive Baptist members by, from the 
old country or elsewhere, not of our Association. 

ANSWER.-AII members coming from churches of our f;tith and order, 
bringing an orderly letter of disniission from said orderly church, we 
advise to be admitted; and all, Baptists coming from churehe:; of other 
order, by experience. (This I suppose to be the same thing that is meant 
by some of our churches when they receive members, as it is termed, "by 
relntion.") 

QUERY.-How are we to understand that portion of the 13th Ch.tpter 
of J ol)n's Gospel, whirh relates to washing the Saint's feet? 

Referred to the next Association, :md in the mean time it is requested 
that each church make up an opinion and make report to the next Asso
ciation. 

A motion, whether this Association has a righttoconcern with the in
ternal afiairs of a church, when they stand and act ,on the ]Jrinciplcs of 
our constitution? 

AJSSWER.-'Ihc AFsociation has no right. 
The answer to the query about receiving Baptist members into the 

c·hurch is reconsidered, erased, and this is substituted: "That the 
churches uc compelled to have regard to the diseipline recei vcd by the 
churches, annexed to the Confession of Faith, in receiving nll her mem
bers into societv." 

Agree to cor~c8pond by ietter with the Philadelphia. and Ketockton 
A~sociations, and by delegates when convenient. 

Committee appointed to prepare letters, &c., and same committee to 
prepare a Jetter to "the Association at Cox's Creek, Nelson County." · 
This meant the Salem Association. 

1788. l\IA Y 31.-SOUTH ELKHORN. 
Sermon uy A. Eastin. "Vm. Cave, Moderator. 
Report as to Marble Creek, favomble to the admission of the church, · 

adopted. 
Corre8ponding delegates from Salem Associntion, on Cox's Creek, · 
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made son:e ob1~8ct1im~s to ourfAssociation tolerating the churches in usin.; 
or not usmg t 1e aymg on o lmncls on persone newly baptized. 

Committee appointed to confer with the said delegates, nnd make re
port. 

Lewis Cntig, Eli}1h Craig and Ambrose Dudley h e](l ~twh ronf,'rrnre 
"·ith the cle'c~atcs, "\Vm. '1\tylor nnd Joshua, Carmer, and rC'purtcrl th:1t. 
eYcry obstacle wn~o remoYcd, nncl their clelc~alcs were rc<"ci 1·ed rccord
ingly and a union declared. 

QUERY-From the church ut Limcstone.-"\n1cther the churches be-
v longing_ to the :bso~i::tion tl~:lt do nol comply with th:tt ~o1cnm duty of 

eupporlmg then· mJmstry w1th a comfort:1l.tlc 1i1·ing, :;o as to keep them 
from "'orklly incumbrance, Rlmll be held in the fellow~hip of this .\~::;o
ciation? 

Debated, nnd referred for l'urther ronsiclerntion. 
In this ~·car, J7BS, the first tabular stntistir~ occur, nncl nrc ns fullow::<: 

,----·-.-
Trtlr''S ('n'ck.-\Vm . .Toncs, "~i11. Turpin.. .. .... ....... .............. . .. ' 1 ...... 1. 11; 
~"-'rmth Elkhorn.-L. C'rai:;, (;. S. Smilil, .Tno. CoruH·r, .J11o. JTaycl .. lJ...... 1~ 1 -~~ 1 h.:i 
Jfi!J Cro.~.\-iii!J.-E. Craig, Jno. Tantrcr, \Vm. t ·an~, ]~ .. .Tnlrns.;n... ........ ..... . ..... ! . 4.~ 
Chur Cl'f"r'k.-.Jn~~ . Taylor·, Ja". Huc:k.cr, .f.J ~. IfitC'r, Hirhd. Young.... .......... -! !I ......... IJ,'i 
.JJr!tanl's-Awhr .. se Dudley, " ' Ill, t. \\'aJif'l', Joo. ::\Ll::iO'l........................ H 14 ..... 1 1j !.11 
1'olru 1-0rl.-.-\\'m. Payne, \rm. :Stone.................................. ............ . ...... 1 ..... . Cu11per's Ran.-.la~. fi;:IJT:.lrd, .\m~ustinc Ea~tiu ................................................. )... .. ..•...• 
B~rhte.'s Crt:l:'l:-_1). 'J'(IllljlSUH, (~. t;hurtaJc, 0 . \'{run, ,J. \\' bnlcy ........................ :! :2 :::, 1 .) :H 
Lunedone.-\Vill Wood ...................................................... ............ .... ......... 3 ... ~! ... J ;u, 
}Jid~'s Rit't'I'.-Wm. J\lurshal], l\laurh:e Han~llcrry, \\"m . (;aitlt:;, .......... .. ........ 1

1 

... , 1 ........ ··· f :..u 
)Jurble Crff'k.-Jo!m l'ric:e, Hot)t. F.-yau, Jas. 1\'le.\lahat\.. . ....... ............. ~:~·~!~:~I :t.) 

:;~!:~.) H· fi :~ ;i.1H 

17oS. OCTOIU:H ~5.-CL.E"\H. Cl{J:;};h:. 
Introductory l1y Bro . .A. Dudley. John Gnno, ::\Ioderator. 
Church COJJsLitntecl at the Forks of Elkhorn, June 7, J788, received 

into the Association. Their delct;ate::; "·ere "\Vm. llicknnm and lli<"hnrd 
Thomns. Abo Duck Run constituted October 1, 17SS. Jamc~ Dupcy 
delcg:1lc. 

In reference to the query from Limestone, as to support of the'minis
try, appointed a committee of t\I'O ministers and two laymen "to ri~it the 
church at Limestone in particular, nncl all the other churches in gPncrnl, 
and to sot in order nny matten; that lllny be wanting." Gano an<l Dud
ley ·were cho::;en by ballot. Bro. Lewi::; Craig is to .tltcml \\·ith them at 
Town Fork. 

Form of nutrri:1ge presentecl by tho commi ttcc, and rejected. A<hiH()d 
that a catechism is necessary, but not to ho considered a term of com
munion. As to feet \mshing, the Association i::; not unanimous, but 
agrees that "the using or not using that prncticc :;hall not aflcct our fel-
lowship," and the subject is still referred for considc11ttion. . 

QuEltY.-"\Yhat is to be done witll members.of a church who Withdraw 
their, memberi:ihip? 
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ANSIYEr..-If they cannot be reclaimed by gospel step~, they must be-
excommunicated. . 

QuEUY.-In what light does the Associntion view the conduct of [b 

church in union 11·i~h them, ndmitting or receiYing ns a member or min
ister into their fello11·~hip [tilo3c] that stand exconunnnicatcll from a. 
church of our denomination, whether in or out of the Association? 

ANSWEn.-It is disorderly for any of our churches to receiYc an ex
communicated member from any of the churches of our denom.ination,. 
without iir~t having n written information of the c:h:ngo from tho church 
which they como front. 

17$0. MAY 30.-BIG CROSSING. 

Receirecl n. Jetter from the Gcneml Committee of B:1ptists in Virginia, 
announcing the union bot'ireen tho Regular and Separate R11'tbts. Re- · 
plied , and agreed to drop the name Hegulm· in all letters going from this 
.\.ssociation. 

HecciYcd iiiiuu~cs of the "L'n itcd Baptist "\swciation" of Kentucky 
with their delegates, who 11·erc inrited to scats, Yiz: John R1il<:y, Joseph 
Blctl~oc, ii'm. Bleclsoe nnd Andrew Tribble, desiring to treat \Yith us 
reBpoeting n union. "\ppointecl Jn''· Gnrrard, Robt. Johnson, Jno. Tay
lor and "\ugustine Ec1stin a committee to net in conjunction "·ith the 
aforesaid mc;;eugers in nppointing time and phcc for the holding of a 
General Associntion, and the number of delegates to uc sent from cnch 
church. The committee nppointecl ~d Friday in .\.ugust, at Hnrocl's 
::\Iceting-housc; each church to send one minister nncl two lay members, 
and "·here a church hns no minister they may :wail th8m~e1Ycs of one 
from a sister church, or if they choose, send their priYate members. 

Agreed that the clerk furnish each church with n cor:y of the minutes 
and circular letter, and that he recei1·e tl:rec shilling~ fiJr the snmc. (Prc
:mme this m1s to be done in manuscript.) 

QuF.:rrY-From i\'ashingtnn (Lime~tone).-Is it mo5t ngreeable to Gos
pel rule~ to excommunicate disorderly persons in the c-hurch ouly, or in 
public congregation, before the dlllrch nnd the "·oriel? 
A~SI\'EH.-The Associn.tion is of the opinion that the church hath 

po"·cr to proceed either 11':1.)', but aclYise to excommunicate primtely, but 
in particuhlr 'cases. 

The first Thursday in August appointed a day of f,l ~;ting and prayer in ; 
all the churches. 

1/S!J. OCTOBER 30.-BOONE'S CHEEK. 
Letters from thirteen chmches, show eighty baptized, eighty-tim by 

letter; total, 1 ,143. (I presume these additions nre since the !Jrocceding,; 
of l\I:1y meeting at Big Croosing.) 

Correspondence from s,1!em ancl Kctockton rerei 1·e<1; also a letter 
from the Separ:tte Baptist Association §9.l!tll of Kentucky, which " ·as or
dered to lie on the table; subsequently an.3werell. 
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Revised Rules of Order reported by committee, Gano, Eastin, Garrard 
and E. Craig, and adopted. 

1700. AUGUST 27.-LEXINGTON. 

QuERY.-From Cooper's Run, (referred from last year)-Whether the 
' office of elder,distinct from that of minister, be a gu:;pcl institution or 

not? 
A~SWER.-lt is the opinion of the A11sociation it i;; a goo}:Jel institution. 
Church at Indian Creek received by their delegates, William Crom

well and Thos. Hubbard. 
1791. AUGURT 26.-COOPER'S RUN. 

Two letters read from Great Crossing and seven delegates attended; but 
all ordered to wait till the matter of dispute among them shall be settled 
by the As>'ociation. 

Church at May's Creek, a.ftBrwards :May's Lick, recei\·ed; delegates, 
David Morris, Cornelius Drake and John Shotwell. 

Church at Cove Spring, (Maurice A. Honberry, delegate), received. 
Also Church at Green Creek (delegates, George Shortage, Elijah Pastern 
and James Williamson) received. Also church constituted in Tenmssee 
eoul}..tY, Cumberland Settlement (delegates, Richard Thomas and \Vm. 
·wilcox) received. Church at Stroud's Fork, (delegates, Reuben Smith 
~md Joel Havens). Also Church at Taylor's Fork (delegates, Thomas 
.Jones and Closs Thompson). 

Took up the matter respecting the distress ofthe church at the Great 
Cro~sing. Appointed a committee of fifteen to meet with both parties 
<>f the Baptist people nt the Crossings. The Association adjourned to 
meet there also at tho same ti nw. 

Appointed Eastin, Garrard, \Vood, Gano and Smith, to take under 
their con~idoration the Baptist Confession of Faith, and the di~ciplino so 
far as to them may appear necessary, a11d report to next Association. 
Salem Association is requested to assist us in this revision. 

Committee of throe appointed to draw up a memorial to t.ho Conven
tion to be held on tho --day of April next, requesting them to take up 
the snbjoctofR~i[ious Liberty,al1i-.~etual!ihwery in the formation 
of the Constitution of this District, and .report at tho Crossings, 8th of 
September; Eastin, Garrard and Dudley, the Committee. 

1791. SEPTEMBER 8.-GREAT CROSSINGS. 

The difficulty at the Crossings wag considered at some length, and 
was fimdly adjusted. 

~Icmorial on Heligious Liberty and Perpetu~tl Slavery was read and 
approved. 

RF.soLYED, That tho Association ~tdviso the churches to pro\'icle it fund 
:tnd send their bounty by their delegates to the next Association, to 
he under their direction. 
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1791. DECEMBER 2G.~BRY ANT'S. 
New churches received: Cedar Creek, Delegates, John Verdeman and 

'Vm. Maneffee; also, C~n~ia, in theN. W. Teritory, (Ohio,) represented 
by Jno. Smith and Jno. S. G;mo. ' • 

QUERY-From Bryant's.-b baptisn1 valid when administered by aPe
-do·Baptist mini~ter upon profession of faith. 

Referred to next Association. 
RESOLVED, Thnt this As~ociation disapproTe of the memorial "·hich 

.the lnst .\ssociation agreed to send to the Convention, on the subject of • 
"Religious Liberty and the Abolition of Slavery." 

I,etter from the General Convention of United Baptist Churches in 
Virginia recflived, and correspondence opened with them. A. Eastin and 
Jas. Garrard to write. 

1792. AUGUST 31.-TATE'S CREEK. 

Complaints from the congregation of Baptists at Cane Run, \Voodfonl 
county, and also from Clear Creek, as to the action about the Crossings 
Chureh. Agreed that the advice given by the Association was not agree
able to the principles upon which the Association is united, and Bros. 
Gano, Hickman, J. Taylor, A. Dudley, G. S. Smith and Lewis Craig are 
appointed to try and acconnnodate the differences. 

Jno. Gano and Jno. Taylor sent to Columbia (N. \V. Territory, now in 
Ohio,) to answer their request relative to ordination. 

Corre8pondence with the 1\Iiddle Di~trict Association in Virginia. 
17!J3. l\!AY 18.-BRYANT'S. 

New churches received, Grassy Lick and Flat Li"ck. 
On the query as to baptisms by a Pedobaptist minister, it was ngrecd 

to alhise the churches to act with discretion in all caset~ of this nature 
that have happened prior to this date, and that they act with care aml 
caution in simil:u cases in future. 

QuERY- From Town Fork.- What is the origin and divine authority 
of an association; the usc and extent of its power; the principles on 
which admission into, and rejection from it, are justifiable? Deferred . . 

QUERY-From Forks of Ell;horn.-What is the work of an elder 
when.considered distinct from a minister or ueacon? Deferred. 

Nothing is more earnestly to be de~ircll among the people of God Uum 
union and fellowship; 

Agreed, therefore, that an attempt be made for a union with the Bap
tist Association sou',h of the Kentucky river, und that our brethren Am
brose Dudley, James Garrard, John Taylor, John Price and A.ugustine 
Eastin are hereby appointeu a committee to attend their next associa
tion, with full power to confer freely on terms of union, and if [there are] 
hopeful appearances of effecting the same, they may, with those brethren, 
:1ppoint 11 time and phtce for the churches in both assoeintions to convene 
their delegates to carry said union into effect. 
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}.greed, to attempt to open rt corregpon<lence "·ith the Recbtonc Asso
ciation of Baptists (\Vcstern Penn.), James Sutton to write. 

The. committee on reYising the Confession of Faith reported, "that 
some l'br:.tSCti in the thircl and fifth chapters would be better if put in 
worcb easier understood !Jy weak minds; nnd in chapter twenty-fourth 
instead of the words, 'a hnrfnl oath is a part of religious worship,' they 
offered the following amendment, 'nn oath should be taken in religions 
fenr,' &c. This is all that in their opinion wants any amendnwnt. Tho 
Treatise of_Discipline, they think, wants amending and enlarging." The 
committee ,,·as continued to report on that at, next meeting. 

A letter p~·oposing the printmg of a register of the Baptists in North 
America, by John Asplund, 'ms read. 

By a private letter from "a sister church in Tennessee (Cumberland 
settlement)," it appears that they arc in grc::~t distress for the w:mt of 
ministerinl helps, and earnestly request assistance. 

Supplies arc ~cnt to Yarious desti lute churches, \Va~hi·agton, Hanging 
Fork (Dick's riYcr), T:1ylor's Fork, Clwc Spring. 

On motion, agreed to take up the c:1sc of the church in Tenncs:oPe, and 
try to engage some of our ministering brethren to assist them. Breth
ren James Sutton and John l\Lt~on agreed to p:ty a Yisit the 1st of July, 
and continue \l'ith them six weeks, Pnd at their return John Sutton r.nd 
F. Adams will also Yi~it them and continue a like term. 

A subscription \\'aS proposed in the Association to defn1y the expenses 
of the aLove llrcth'l:cn on this journey, and the sum of £10 Gs. Sd. wr,s 
raised by the members. 

Agrce(l, that s:tid money sl:ould be put into the hands of the trcnsurer, 
nml that £3 Gs. out of the fnnd be added to the above sum, and that he 
pay the s:~mc to tile s:ticl brethren by the moderator's order. · 

1793. OCTOBER 1:~.-SOUTH ELKHORX. 
Springfield Church recei \'eel. 
Committee on union with tho South Kentucky (Separate) Association 

reported that :t lrirge mojority of the Association npproYcd of s:1id pro
ceedings. 

A new committee was appointed to meet those brethren who lately 
broke ofl' from the South Kentucky Association, and confer with them 
on further terms of union, and report. This committee reported that 
they hncl agreed to form a union with said brethren and the churches 
they represent on the following terms, viz: ·'\Ye ::tgree to recei vc the reg
ular Baptist Confession of Faith; but to prevent it usurping a tyranical 
power over the consciences of any, we do not n\ean tlmt every person is 
to be bound to the strict observance of everything therein contained, yet 
that it holclg forth: the essential truths of the gospel, and that the doc
trines of salvation by Jesus Christ, and free, unmerited grace alono, 
ought to be believed by every Christia,n, and mttintainecl by every minis-
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ter of the gospel. And that we do believe in these doctrines relative to 
the Trinity; the divinity of Christ; the sacred authority of the Scripture~; 
the universal dept•avityof human nature; the total inability of men to 
help themselves without the aid of divine grttce; the necessity of repent
ftncc tO\mrd God and faith in the Lord Jesus Chtist; the -justification of 
our persons entire!y by the.rightcousness of Christ imputed; believer's 
baptism by immet;sion only, and self-dania!; and that the supreme judge 
by which all,_.contrpversies of religion are to be determined, and all de
crees of councils, opinions of ancient writers, doctrines of·men and pri- · 
vate spirits, are to be examined, and· in whose lientence we nre to rest, 
can be none other than the holy Scfiptures, delivered by the Spirit, into 
which Scriptures, so del\ vered,~our faith is finally' l'esolved." 

Agreed, that the sense of this Association be taken on the terms. A 
large·,~-~iRj9rity expressed their satisfaction with the same, and agreed to 
form a union thereupon. Upon which those brethren of the ·South Ken
tucl<;y Association referred to above, were called in, and the right haml 
of fdlowship (the token of union) gh·en to theln by the moderator. 

From a request of the church ·at· Columbia·, 0~, agreed to set spart 
.Wednesday, the 23d inst., as a day of fastirig and hunliliation before God, 
praying for the preservation and success of our army against the enemy 
(the Indians), and for the suppression of vice in our land. 'Ve also re
commend our brethren to send a copy of this order to the different de
nominations of }J.hrist.ians among whom we reside, hoping that l.hey will 

·join us in our petition. -. · · " 
[It .may be remarked that 'the Indian troubles in-the northwestern ter

ri tory, which had been ·tl1ickening anew ever since 1790, were about at 
their height at this time. Owing- to the comparative inefficiency of the 
operations'against them, ·~onclucted by,tlw gene,ral government,'the Ken
tuckians luid petitioned Congress to be n:llowed to fight the Indians in 
their ·own '\'aj. · ·A local · "Board of War for .the District of Kentucky" 
had been estabhshed, consi~ting of _Brigadier-Genera~ Charles Scott, 
I{a-rry J'o'iies, John Brown, Benj. Logan and Js11ac Shelby, with diilcre
tionny powers. Several expeditions under l3t. CJair and Harman had 
met with disastrous defeats, discouraging the.Ke.ntuckians as to the value 
of regular hoops and officers for such contest11. In the ~pring of 1793 
m~i1l~H-ous 'Indian depredat-ions occ~1,rred, -the .. Jast i_n ~entucky. A1nong 
these, ~Morgan's station, on Slate creek, seven miles east of Mt. Sterli.ng, 
was captLmid, m;d nineteen women and children carried ofl' as prisoners. 
The western meti' refused ' to volunteet'·to -~erve under Gen. 'Vayne or 
other regular officers, At this crisis Gov. Shelby, the pioneer governor 
of Kentucky, assumed the responsibility and ordered a draft, which Wll8 

stt~ccssful. Qui;}. thousand mountedK~ntu<;klans under Gen. Chilli. Scott 
joiiil- ·'\Vayne eighty miles north of Cincinnliti, October 24, but owing 

· tcr lateness·of tho sea~on and want_ of ~repal'ations, the troops are sent 
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home. Meanwhile the Kentucky Legislature meets at Frankfort, the 
new capital for the first time, (having me~ previously, June 4, at Frank· 
fort). It is in the midst of these trying, exciting times that the 
association, of which we are now reading, held its mll ieBsion. In Au
gust of the next year the decisive victory was won by Wayne witlt aix· 
teen hundred regulars, and sixteen hundred Kentuckiama under Gen. 
Scott, at Fallen Timbers near Toledo, Ohio, which led to a permanent 
peace.] 

Agreed, that our ministering brethren be requested to consider the 
situation of our. sister charches south of Kentucky, and visit them as 
often as possible. 

Correspondence from n·a association of Baptists' on the Holston-. riv-er 
(Tenn.) receLved. and ans\vered. 

Messengers ·, sent to a conference, to be held at J{ll!samine Meeting 
House, by our united brethren, the fourth Saturday in November noxt: 
Geo. S. Smith, John Price, John Shackleford and John Taylor. 

Committee appointed to preparo a plan and point out the uses of the 
association fund, for the consideration of the next meeting: A. Eas~in, 
Jas. Garrard, Edmund Mountjoy and Francis Dunlavy. 

Agreed to have but one meeting annually in future, and that on the 
second Satur.day ·in August. [It haa remained substantially the s~e 
ever since, beginning now on the Tuesday before the sedOnd Saturday in 
August. 

1794. AUGUST 7.-MARBLE CREEK. 

In consequence of some unhappiness in some o( the churches as to 
the union last year· consummated with five churches of the South Ken
tucky Association, and in order to remove all uneasiness from the minda 
of our brethren, we do declare that we never had any design or desire 
to depart from the constitutional principles of the Elkhorn Association, 
believing them tO con.tAin the essential truths of the. gospel upon which 
Christian union and fellowship can only be supported, and in which we 
hope, through grace, tD remain. 

Agreed to dissolve said 'Union on account of several churches being 
dissatisfied therein, and to wrioo to the said brethren informing them 
thereof. 

1'79,5. AUGUST s .-.:....COOPER'S RUN. 

AnsWer to the query from Town Fork (1793) as. to the authority of an 
association: That the divine authority for an association are the com· 
mands in God's Word for Christians to assemble together in hi11 name 
for worship, and counsel, and union to Christ and one another; tl1ilt' .Us 
use is for muttml edification, RJ;ld assistance to cultivate uniformitx of 
sentiments .in principles•and pri\Ctice; that ita power is to regulate. and 
govern itself as a body, and giv~ such lldvice t;o the churches !li maybe 
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for their peo.ce; and thAt any' church that agrees to the principles 011 

which we ourselves are united, ought to be admitted, and any church 
thRt openly opposes those principles ought to be rejected. 

Received a. r'eport concerning an association fund, and voted it out of 
the association. 

Diecussions continued respecting the union attempted with the five 
churches of the South Kentucky Association. 

Recommended second Saturday in September as a day of fasting and 
prayer to implore the Divine blessing upon our state 11nd upon the 
churches, that the Lord would bless His own institution of a preached 
gospel, and that He would check the rapid spread of impiety and in• 
fidelity. 

We el0se thie sketch of the first decade of the association with a tabu· 
lar s~tement of the baptisms and membership of each church during 
each year, comm~m:ing with 1788. Before ·that ~<? ngm~!"~ are op re· 
cord. ·· 
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FIRST DEUA.DE OF ELKHOR~ BAPTIST ASSOCIATIOX, KEX· 
TUCKY. 1785-1795. 

'l'iiedrstcolumnof.eoch year[ 1788. 1789. 1790. 17Ul. 1792. 1793. 17\H. t'iU.3. 

second, member!Shtp. · · • · B. M. B. M- ll. M. 13. :IL B.' 1\t. B. M. gl ves the bapt1sn;s; tbel B M B M 

------- --- --- -- ~- ---
Gilbert'• Creek, 1781 (dissolv· ................ 1 ......... ;,,1 .. 

3
. 
9
. .. ............. ' ... ... .. .... ..' .... .. 

Tat;: g~~""i7sii~ .. ::.::::::::: l& 1 1 15 28 60 ·;; 1~,·~~ .. 11 16~2.~ 1 164·92. : .. 211 _1 41~.· 
SO!tlh Elkhorn, 1784......... U 128 20 132 17 167 50 200 • " " 
Great Crouing.•, 1785...... ..... ..... 48 4 71 7[ 96 1" •2:•972, 91 2~~ 1511 !,.016]

1 
••••••• ~~~~. ·. · .... t~Z 

Clmr Crwk, 1785.................. 4 148 15! 29! 10 30S ,. "'' , " ..... 
Lim.utnne,1785,(Wasbiogt'n) 3 3D 27 54 .. 0 •. 1 2 "124 S 89 6 100 10, Hl'i . . 1fl7 ... ·1.1 ~1 
Town Fork, \Lexington).. ..... . 2 18 ., 8 :<1\ 5 49 61 60 . . ;)o ... il~ 
Bryan'sStot'n, 86,(Bryant's) 8 97 24 129 20 ~00 21 23~ 30 2.)4 7 228 ... 21!• 1· :00 
Boone'• Creek, (AthPn•)...... 2 37 4 51 41 G4 20 74 7 79 .. 66 (i6 ... . G6 
Hanging Fork, P:ck'• River..... 20 5 27 3 55 17 65 2 1520~ ... 3.1 1•1H! 3 44 ... . 47 
Cooper'• Run..................... .. .. 7 26 ~5· 66 J.J 95 24 , 3 llo 1 119 
Marble Creek, 17H7, (East I 

Hickmnn)............. ........ 8 33 18 82 28 119 99 2 97 ... . 97 ..... 84 ... . 7.) 
Forkso!Elkborn,June,l788 ..... 1 ...... 5 67 ll l98 98 2 9a 1103 114 2103 

Buct!~~·7~~.~~.~~.~~.~.'.'.~. ..... ...... 14 34 3

1

49 5 6? 4 67 3 70 (i:i _ ... 1 G3 
Indian Run..... ........................ ...... ... 8 1 7 ..... 5 .... (i 10 ..... 9 
May'o J,tck.. ............ ......... ..... ...... 23 H 47 2 <il n:; ~ G5 
Cove Sprln~ (Stony Point) .... .1...... 1~ 1 ~3 .... 2:J 27 1 35 

g~:be~~~~.·(!r~;;;;~~~~~-~o) :::::1 :::::: ::: r·:·· ::: :::::: ~~ ::: ~I ~ ~; :.: .. 
1 

··~~ . ~ I :·=~ 
~~;;:,~:: ~~~k.~.~:~! .. ?~~~.::: ::::: :: .... :_:_: __ :_.,:::::: :::J::::: 1~ ::: .. '''2~ .. 1 20 ::::: ~~ .. 1 ... -~ 
Io ian Creek, (S. Licking) ..... .. ::: ... 1...... .. ......... 1 17 4 '''i 3''1 l 41 
Cohunbla(West'u Territory)............ .. ..... ... ...... ..... 37 .... '''lfl 6 ;;;; .... ' 5.) 
f'luaarCreek ............................ 1 .......... 1...... ... ... .. . .... ..... 1~ ... '''lc·j ... 1 1 1... 11 
g~.::vc£7~~............ .... ....... ..... ..... ..... . ... I ... .. .... 119 ·; , :·~~ ... ", ~;;j ., ~A 

~:rtoiJ~~d .... :_:_:_::.:_:_:_:_:,:::.:_:::::::::: :::::!:·:::: ~ :::::)·::-:- ... 1::::: ::: .. . :::·1 -'.t.13, ~~ ~~ ~~ ~,3 
Blo·;:he~t"i:i·~kl~;; ............... """"I"""""" ..... ,...... ... ..... ... I· . "" I "" r· .. , .... 1 ! ; 
~~~·o'ffdb~i~~~'I!t:i·i~:£;~~:~;~;11 ::: ::1 .. · .... ::::1:.::: ::: 

1
.::::. ·:: :::::· :·: .. 1:·:·: 1::: :::-: : 1 .. -::.: ~ i.~ 

Ss M9 2R81000 l:i71%> 19~,15s71mDJJ7sJ77;['36~lls,~ 
------------~~~~~~~ 

•Averages between the preceding and succeeding years, inserted when there is no report of 
the numben for the year. 
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SKETCHES OF THE HISTORY 
OF THE 

ELKHORN BAPTIST ASSOCIATION, 

[CONTINUED.] 

In the portion of these sketches published last year, the origin of the five 
churches which composed the Association at first was traced; then the con
stitution of the Association was described. and its history followed for the 
first decade, closing wit!\ I795· 

Re~isting the temptation to make discursive remarks, or to attempt philo
sophical reflections on these early days, of the religious history of our State, 
we have endeavored to present, in the bare form of annals, the substance of 
what has been preserved in documentary shape, leaving it to other hands, or 
to a subsequent time, to deduce the proper practical conclusions. 

Second Decade-1796 to IBos. 

1796-Town Fork. 

John Gano preached from Ps. cxxxiii: 1: "Brethren dwelling together in 
unity. Ambrose Dudley, Moderator. 31 churches, 43 baptized, 193 re
ceived by letter. Total, 1934. 

New churches, McConnell's Run (now Stamping Ground) and Stone 
Lick. 

"Agreed that, in regard to an union with our United Baptist brethren, it 
is the wish of this Association that every possible and friendly effort be made 
in christian love, to cultivate intimacy and harmony in conversing, praying 
and preaching together, which will give an opportunity to know how near 
we agree in gospel principles and discipline. And that a committee be ap
pointed to confer with any committee they may appoint, and whatever .plan 
they may agree to be made known to the different churches for their consid-
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·eration. Bros. John Gano, A. Ea~tin, Jos. Redding and Ambrose Dudley 
are accordingly appointed." 

Q..uery from Licking-Whether the Church is justifiable in shutting the 
door against a member of a sister church that offers his membership, for the 
-cause of retailing of liquors according to law? Answer-No. 
~ery from McConnell's Run-Is the ancient and general custom of 

preaching funeral sermons founded on the Scriptures or not? Deferred, 

1797-Clear Creek. 

John Shackleford preached from Eph . iii: 8. Ambrose Dudley, Moderator. 
27 churches report 340 baptized. Total, 2335. 

New churches, Green Creek, Lick Creek, Beaver Creek. 
The query on funeral sermons (1796) is answered-That funeral proces

·sions, attended with singing, conform too much to the anti-christian customs 
.and ought to be omitted in the churches of Christ. But there can be no im
propriety in a servant of Christ preaching at that time and place, for he is 
to be instant in season and out of season. Christian prudence ought to de
·cide on the subject. But to suppose a sermon necessary to the decent burial 
of the dead, we wish discountenanced. 

The comm1ttee to visit the United Baptist;; reported that they conferred 
with a committee appointed by the United Baptist Association, on the follow
ing principles: 

I, Respecting man and his utter inability to recover himself. On which 
they were agreed. 

2. How and by what means he is recovered. There they agreed . 
3· On Regeneration. On this they agreed. 
4· On Justification. On this they agreed. 
5· On the Perseverance of the Saints. Here they ag reed. 
6. On Church Discipline. Here they agreed. 
7· Whether any of our members holding the doctrine of general pro· 

vision would be a bar of union? This was not answered. 

' The Association approved of the conduct of their committee, and the fol· 
Uowing proposition was made: 

Shall we unite with said United Baptists agreeably to the report of the 
·committee and acceded to by them [the United Baptists]? Which was 
.agreed to, and the right hand of fellowship interchangeably given by the 
Moderator and the Messengers of said United Baptist Association. 
~ery from McConnell's Run.-Are the churches bound by the Scrip· 

tures to contribute to the support of pastoral ministers? Answer-God 
hath ordained that they who preach the gospel should live of the gospel. 

Dismissed the Columbia Church (Ohio) to form a new Association. 
Committee to meet in Mason county to consult as to forming a new Asso

ciation. [Resulted in the organization of the Bracken]. 
Churches are cautioned against Robert Smith, an excluded man preaching 
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in different parts of the State, and John Gano, William \Vood, Ambrose 
Dudley, Augustine Eastin and John Mason are appointed a committee to 
guard against any irregularities in the ministry. 

1798-Fork~ of Elkhorn. 

John Gano preached the Introductory for the last time, from the text 2d 
Peter i: rs: "Moreover I will endeavor that ye may be able, ·after my de
cease, to have these things always in remembrance." A. Dudley was Mod
erator. 

33 churches report 63 baptisms, 105 received by letter. Total, 2,376. 
New churches, Flower Creek, Lewis Creek. 
~ery from Marble Creek- Whether it is consistent with our duty to God 

and our children to have them taught while at school to read books of human 
institution, until they are well acquainted with the Scriptures; and whether 
the reading such books has not a tendency to lead their tender minds into a 
disesteem of the Bible? Answer-That the design of sending our children 
to school is to have them taught to read; and such books, though of human 
institution, if moral in their nature, as will answer that end are the best; and 
after our children are taught to read, we ought to give them every encourage
ment to read the Scriptures. 

Agreed to recommend to the churches to consider the propriety of pub
licly catechising their children. 

1799-Great Crossings. 

David Barrow preached from John ii: 56. A. Dudley, Moderator. 
31 churches; 29 baptisms. Total, r ,723. 
l'oew churches, Hurricane Creek, Elk Lick, Russell's Creek, Drennon's Lick. 
First correspondence with Bracken Association, through her messengers, 

Lewis Craig and David Thompson. 
"We find the churches composing our body divided respecting a catechism 

and the act of catechising their children. Agreed to let the matter rest at 
present." 

Q..ut>ry from Hanging Forks-May those who formerly embraced the sys
tem of Universalists now join us without an utter renunciation of those sen
timents? We advise they may not. 

We advise the churches of our Union to beware of encouraging any 
stranger to preach among them without proper credentials and a fair character-

r8oo-Bryant's. 

A. Eastin preached from Psalms lxxiii: 24. A. Dudley, Moderator. 
26 churches, Sz baptisms. Total, r,642. 
New church, Dry Run, (afterward, for distinction, called Dry Creek), 

Buck Run Church, in Woodford county, is reported dissolved by mutual con
sent. 
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r8or-South Elkhorn. 

A. Dudley preached from Gal. vi: 14. Glorying in the Cross. David 
Barrow, Moderator. 

27 old churches reported and 9 ,·ew ones. B1ptisms 3.01 I. Received by 
letter 318. Total, 4,8sj. 

Among the churches reporting the largest number of baptisms are:· 
Crossings, 376; Bryant's, 367; Clear Creek, 3z6; South Elkhorn, 309; Forka 
of Elkhorn, 216; North Elkhorn, 170; Marble Creek, 133; Grassy Lick, 107~ 
Bullittsburg, 104; Silas, 90. 

New churches received are, Mouth of Elkhorn, Eagle Creek, Silas, Glenn's 
Creek, North Elkhorn, Twins, South Benson, Dry Run, Port William, 
North Fork. 

The first correspondence with Tate's Creek Association, through hermes
sengers, is received. 

Request from South Elkhorn to send missionaries to the Indian nations. , 
Agreed to appoint a committee of five members to heal' and determine on the 
call of any of our ministers, and if satisfied therewith to give them creden
tials for that purpose; to set subscriptions on foot to receive collections for 
the use of said mission; and it is recommended to the churches to encourage· 
subscriptions for said purpose, and have the money lodged with the deacons, 
to be applied for that purpose whenever called for by the committee. The 
following brethren are appointed: David Barrow, Ambrose Dudley, John 
Price, Augustine Eastin, Geo. Smith, or any three of them. 

Agreed that a committee be appointed to attend the Separate Association, 
and write them a friendly letter, and use such means as may appear right to 
them to bring about a union; and if it should appear necessary, that they 
call a convention of the churches to carry the union into effect. The com
mittee are D. Barrow, A. Dudley, J. Price, Wm. Payne and J. Redding. 

Agreed that Bro. Walter Cave, Richard Young and others be appointed 
a committee to receive the bounty of the churches for the benefit of our aged 
brethren John Gano, David Thompson and J. Suttor:, as an indication of our 
love and care of them in their old age; and it is recommended to the church
es to make frequent contributions and send them to the committee, who are 
to distribute the same as to them may appear right, and render an account to 
the Association. 

A most important result of the action mentioned above with reference to 
the Separate or South Kentucky Baptists, was the "General Union," which 
was efi"ected by the representatives of the two Associations assembled at 
Howard's Creek, Clark county, 2d Saturday in October, 1801. 

The terms of union are the following: 
I. "That the Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments are the infalli

ble word of God and the only rule of faith and practice. 
2 . That there is only one true God, and in the Godhead or Divine Es 

sence there are Father, Son and Holy Ghost. 



\ 
J. 

' 

.,. 

HISTORY OF THE ELKHORN ASSOCIATION. 

3· . That by nature we are· fallen and· depraved creatures. . 
4· That saivation, regeneration,· sanctification _and justification are by the 

life, de~th, resurrection and. ascension ·of Jesus Cl1rist. 
5· That the Saints will persevere through grace to glory. 
6. That believers' baptism, by immersion, is necessary to receive the · 

Lord's Stlpper. 
7. That the salvation of the righteous and the punishment of the wicked 

will' be eternal. 
. 8. That it is our duty to be tender and aft'ectldnate to ·each· other, and 

study the happiness of the childr(mor'God in general; .t6 be 'engaged singly 
to promote the honor of God. 

9· That preaching Christ tasted death for every man shall be no bar to 
communion. . 

Ib. And that each may keep up their assoCiation and church govet~nment 
.as to thj:!m may seem ·best. . . . . 

1 r. '!'hat a free corre.sponderice and commur1ion be kept up. between the 
churches thus united. · . 
Un~nimously agreed to .by the joint.coinmittee. 

AMBROSE Dvni..EY, D.A:vm . RAMSF.Y, 

. JOHN . PRICE, . TiiOMAS J: CHILTON, 

JosEPH REDDING,· MosEs BLEDSOE, · 

ROBERT ELKI~; SA.MUF.L JOHNSON • . · 

Ratified by ~- con.ve~tion fro~·;ll .th"e church.es- unanimotrsly,· a~d. agre-ed· to · 
lay as.ide the names of Regular and Separate, and to travel togethet• ·in .fu· 
ture. as United Brethren." · · 

These vet~y simple articles for·rr;ed the: basis of a qu{t~ extensi'le artd on the 
·.whole p'ermanent concilia'ti6n betweeh n).any good b~ethl;en of sp;n~~hat di e' 
yer~e views. · It was under the influ;ence:of the general revival oCreligiol).' 
that they were ado'pted. · . : · . ,,. · .. 

.. Th~ circl\Iar of the Elkhorn Association·of August,·.I8o:i, shows their coi~ 
dial desires not only fora -g~neral uri ion of God's people, b~t · the ,'Spt·ead·. of 
.the truth in all lands, . . · . .·. .- .-· ·· . _.-': . · 

After speaking of the pleasing accounts ot the ·. ~vork of God· i-n :n{ost · of· 
the churches; tht! refreshing season, &c., they say: · . . ":We· -greatly wish· you· 
peace and ha'ppines.s, and th?-t God n1.ay'co~tiriue _his poWel· among WS;_- ,and 

--spread his.\vork far and wide, ·untiL the . whole e~rth is, filled ~itli 'the . 
. knowledge of God. Untp this ena. ¥;e.'now address you on th~ Nature .and:
Necessity of Practical Godliness:" Then folio"~-~ an · abi~ and iinRressi~e 
app~al to cultivate "th~t vital principle fon~ed within ;_;s l:Jy the Spjri~ 'ofGo9-: 
en stamping the divine image on the soul," ,and to labor 'for the l:>enefit' of . 
"ma~kind; tl1e sub jed~ for whom Jesus Cht:ist ·shed his blood·.': . . · 

It must not be overlooked, ho>vever; that in ·conn.ection with U1i~ gr~at r( ·> 
.viva!, which extended generally through the whole of· this Western ·cqu!Jtry, . 
th~.re ~vas nnich th~t was crude and iri·egulat. The phenomena called ' "tlr~ 

.. 
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jerks" appeared in various parts of Kentucky, but it is somewhat noteworthy 
that they occur~ed less among the Baptists, so far as can now be ascertained, 
than among other denominations. Time does not allow a full discussio11 of 
these extraordinary manifestations, of which a pretty full account may be 
found in Dr. Alexander's work on Religious Experience. 

rBoz-Cooper's Run. 

J. Redding preached from I John iv: Ig. A. Eastin, Moderator. 
·36 old churches and 12 new report 488 baptisms. Total, 5,310. 

The new churches are Twelve Mile, Rockbridge, Clover Bottom, Brush 
Fork, Bank Lick, Hillsboro, David's Fork, Mile Creek, Mt. Pleasant, Mt .. 
Gile'ad, Union, Ridge of Drennon's Creek. 

First correspondence wi}h the Green River Association . 
. Q!;!C!ry from South Elkhorn--What constitutes valid baptism? Answer

The administrator ought to have been baptized )1imselfby immersion; legally 
called tv preach the gospel; ordained as the Scriptnres diC,tate; and the can
didate for baptism should ma,ke a profession of his faith in Jesus Christ, and 
be baptized in the name of the -Father, of the Son and of the Holy Ghost, 
by dipping the whole body in water . 
. The committee on a plan to direct the churches in our union, in . the re
c~ption of· excluded persons who have moved to this State, advise "that the 
church which the person wishes to join,. write to the church from which said 
person was excluded,. and get a statement of the offense committed and the 
;;~cknowledgment, of .which they are to judge. But in case the church is dis
_solved, they. ar~ to.act at_d'iscretion." 
· .. Commjttee respe<;ting Indian Missio_nary is conti-nued. 

rBoJ.. (April). · Cr-Ossings. 

This was what was termed . an ··Occasional Association." Thirty-three 
· churches· were. represe.nted.. Messengers from eight ch.urche.s on Cheen river . 

were 'i:·ecei-ved • . A comniiitee was appointed to visit 9~oper'~ Run·'and con
vit1ce. them. of their error ori. the 'subject of the .. Trinity; also, -Flat LiCk; In
dia'n Ci-.~ek -and Union chct'rches: .·Dav.ld .. .-Barrdw, )ohn Price, · Ambrose 

.. : D:ndl~y, Joseph R~dding .and Carte;·Ta~rant were requested to act;· and the 
· · Assocl<itiop, by a unanim~u-~ vote; reaffirmed its okla~tiCie· .on that subject. 

~ . . '. ' . . . .. . 
··. '•. , 
., rBo3. (.i\ugust), ·_:,Town F:Ptk. ,·:. ' 

. . Cooper's Rim Church.-~as dr~pped f~r denying the. doctrine o(th~ : Ttin
.. -ity, ari.d holdil'!g that}t!§il~ Ch~fsfis ~ottndy.· G·od; and - thatpar(of Fiat 

·, J:.Ick~:hl~h h~lds:,to theil"coi1stitution and th.:: 4iv.initJ.'6t 'christ, -i~ -consid- •. 
·· ered t:h.i <;hurch. . , · · .. ·· ,, · · · . . . :. . · · , . .• · ·. , , . 

. ·Afihe'request of To:Wri i<'oj-.)t ~hilrch~ the ASS()Ciation ana,nimo~~ly . voted . 
thai ihe·\{n.iOri: With .the:::aa.PtiSts :·s{;Uth·-.Q{·_K:entucky':-· riV~er ··dOes h' ilot in ·- thb j · ! 

Ie~t;_r:~inov~ :them fr9~ 'thetr. _c9t.?stit~ti6pal, prin'Cipie~ ~' -_· '/ : •' ·.·· · · ·· · ·• 

·: . .-.: ..... 

; ·.• 

",'\) ~ ·'·. 
•.:' .-. ~ . . :- :~ . .. -~ . 

.: : ''··· .. ~ .... .~' ': . , .. 
·. _; •' ~ . ·' .. 
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A circular letter is appended on "the important subject of the Divmity, 
Lordship and Humanity of the Lord Jesus." It is brief, but pointed and 
·clear, bristling all over with Scripture quotations. 

x8o4--North Elkhorn. 

Among the corresponding nessengers appear 
Run; Jeremiah Vardeman, from South District. 
and David Barrow preached on Sunday. 

John Taylor, from Long 
Vardeman, Jacob Creath 

Several churches present substantially the same queries. "Is it not a cause 
of d;stress for churches to be constituted so near each other as they fre
quently are with us; and is it not the duty of the Association to do some
thing to remedy the evil?" 

"Is it not necessary for the Association to form Some plan for the constitu · 
tion of churches and the ordination of ministers?'' Debated and ordered to. 
lie on the table. 

Request from the Crossings:-To appoint a day of fasting and prayer, and 
that our brethren of other denominations be invited to join us. The last 
Wednesday in September was appointed for that purpose. 

Circular letter by A. Bainbridge was on "the Divinity, Personality and 
Work of the Holy Ghost upon the hearts of the elect." 

The minutes for this year are contained in five pages; printed by Joseph 
Charless, Lexington, Ky., 2,ooo copies for sl. xss. 

A notice is agreed to be inserted in the minutes of "the death of our aged 
and belo,·ed brother, John Gano, who departed this life August 9, 1804, aged 
nearly So years. He lived and died an ornament to religion." 

rSos-Bryan's. 

Long Lick Church, lately constituted, is received. The surrounding As
•Sociations are well represented-Salem, Tate's Creek, Bracken, North Bend, 
South District, North District, Long Run, Green River and Russell's Creek. 
These correspondences by messengers in these days were felt to be of great 
consequence, and furnished a substitute for one more general convocation of 
brethren from all the Associations in the State. 

The preaching on the Lord's Day is stated to have been to "a very large 
.assembly," and judging from the texts must have been peculiarly solemn and 
stirring. Joseph Redding preached from 2d Cor. v: 17. "Therefore if any 
man be in Christ he is a new creature; old things are passed away, behold 
.all things are become new." Jeremiah Vardeman, from 1 Cor. xvi: 22. "If 
any man love not the Lord Jesus Christ, let him be Anathema, Maranatha." 
David Barrow, from I Cor. v: ro. "For we must all appear before the 
judgment seat of Christ.h 

A request of three churches is presented to revise the Confession of Faith 
and Church Discipline. A committee appointed for the purpose, to report 
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next year: Elders Ambrose Dudley , Joseph Redding, John Price and Carter 
Tarrant, with Bros. Robert Johnson, Bartlett Collins and John Payne. 

QEery from Glen's Creek-Is it right for Baptists to join in and assemble 
at barbecues on the 4th of July? Answer-No. 

"This Association judge• it improper fo1· ministers, churches or associa
tions to meddle with emancipation from slavery or any other political sub
ject; and as such we advise ministers and churches to have nothing to do 
therewith in the1r religious capacitie5." 

Comphiint is made of members going off disorderly before they were reg
ularly dismissed, and it was agreed that they should be publicly reproved by 
name in the minutes. This was modified afterwards to omitting their names 
from the record. 

A brief circular, hastily prepared instead of the regular one, laments the 
-coldness and deadness of the churches, and dwells on the fact that Jesus is 
still the same and his religion the same. "By the religion of Jesus we mean 
the implantation of those divine graces of the Holy Spirit which leads all 
the children of God to discover the entire insufficiency of all created enjoy
ments, and human or creature righteousness to make them happy or accepted 
with God, discovers unto them the suitableness and entire sufficiency of the 
~ear R edeemer, and enables them to believe and rejoice in him as their a ll 
in all." Such are the themes on which those ancient worthies loved to 
preach and write. 

Third Decade -1806 to I815. 

1806-Crossings. 

Revised Confession of Faith and Discipline are referred to the next Asso
ciation, and the churches are advised to make themselves acquainted with 
the old and the new, and certify their opinion upon each separately in their 
letters to the next Association. 

Circular Letter by Geo. Eve cautions against delusion in religion, and 
urges family worship with especial earnestness. "Let heads of families stand 
within their houses as priests of God ofrering the sacrifice of prayer and 
praise continually. Let your houses become as churches of God; let them 
be the places where prayer is made, where God's word is read, and where 
.suitable instructions are given. Happy is the family whose united h earts are 
engaged in prayer to God; happy is the man who is the head of such a fam• 
ily; happy the members of a house which is blessed, because of the ark of 
God; happy the church which consists of such families." 

1807-David' s Fork. 

In the whole Association this year only fifteen baptisms are reported; in 
18o8, only nine; and in 1809, twe!l·e. In 18o6 there had been only eighteen ; 
in four years but fifty -two in a ll. This is a grie,•ous falling oft· in aggres-
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sions upon the kingdom of darkness from the work of some previous years, 
especially from that remarkable year of 1801, when 3,oii baptisms were re
ported. 

There seems to be nothing worthy of note in the minutes for these three 
years, except that in 1807 a query is discussed from North Fork and Clover 
Bottom, in regard to Carter Tarrant and his emancipation principles. 

It is during this period, however, that the influences were at work which 
resulted in dissensions, and the withdrawal of some of their most valued 
brethren to form the Licking Association. 

t8o8 -Silas 

This is the last Elkhorn Association over which Ambrose Dudley presided. 
as Moderator. No business of importance transacted. 

I8og-North Elkhorn. 

R. Johnson is elected Moderator, During this year several churches have· 
withdrawn, so that the number of members reported has fallen from 2,933 
the year before to 2,199. One new church, however, Beaver Creek, is re
ceived. 

I8Io-Clear Creek. 

This year only twenty churches report, and the number of members is re
duced to r,8oo. The baptisms have been 159; but there is no intelligence 
from the fourteen churches at Bryan's, Boone's Creek, East Hickman, Forks. 
of Elkhorn, Elk Lick, Raven Creek, Mouth of Elkhorn, Silas, Dry Run,. 
Rockbridge, Bush Creek, Mill Creek, Little Huston, Flat Lick. These omi
nous blanks indicate dissension and alienation. A division has been created 
in the Association, and the initiatory steps have already been taken to form 
the Licking Association, by an assemblage to be held at Bryan's. 

Brother Darnaby presented a letter signed by fifty-one members at Bry
an's, which was read and referred. It stated that the majority had violated 
usage, and had agreed to send letters and messengers to an Association at 
Bryan's, which they conceived a violation of their engagement to the Elk
horn Association; praying also to be considered a part of this body, and 
asking advice. 'The Association sent a committee to visit the church at 
Bryan's, and while unanimously declaring their friendship and fellowship 

' with said members of the minority, recommended patience, and deferred any 
further advice till the next Association. 

Meanwhile they "agreed to send a friendly statement to the brethren who· 
may meet at Bryan's." This is printed in the minutes, and seems to have 
been conveyed at once, while the body remained still in session, awaiting· 
the peaceful reply which they thought it reasonable to expect. They had 
selected brethren whom they "conceived most likely to win the others to 
friendship," viz: John Taylor, George Waller, Gabriel Slaughter, James. 
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Suggett and James Johnson. They express their "sorrow that a difference 
in sentiment respecting the constitution and government of the Association 
has taken place;" assure their brethren that it never was their wish wantonly 
to hurt the feelings of any; are sorry that such a thing should have taken 
place, and .express a willingness to cast into the sea of forgetfulness, as much 
as possible, the former difficulties, and bear and forbear, and endeavor to live 
in future in that state of brotherly love which Jesus Christ has prescribed." 
If this proposal is not acceded to, they ask the other brethren to let them 
know what they are willing to do. 

During the absence of this fraternal deputation, they say "every heart 
beat high with the hope that our brethren who had convened at Bryan's, 
would consider the consequences of a division, and would reach forth to 
meet us the hand of peace and brotherly affection; but we cannot describe 
our mortification and disappointment at the aoswer received." 

It curtly stated that they could by no means accede to the terms proposed; 
and added, "If you will in yDur minutes say that you have, in the heat of 
temptation and jealousy, given us just cause of grief, then in that case we are 
willing to say on our part, that although we are not conscious that in any of 
our public acts we have given you any just cause of ofl:"ense, yet our feelings 
have been hurt, and we have spoken rashly and unadvisedly, for which we 
have been and still are sorry. Taking all things into consideration, we are 
of opinion it will be for the happiness of each to continue as we are at pres
ent, in two Associations." 

The Elkhorn brethren express thelr ·sadness at this reply, and "regret that 
nothing would give satisfaction but a confession of those things, of which 
we cannot, in conscience, think ourselves guilty. We want the fellowship of 
our brethren, but cannot purchase it at the expense of truth and our respec· 
tability." 

There does not appear at this time to have been any other cause of "dis· 
tress and grief," but the decision of the Association with respect to the Town 
Fork Church, sustaining it against three charges of disorder brought against 
it by the church at Bryan's, and the su\>sequent recognition of the minorities 
at Bryan's and Dry Run as component parts of the Association. 

An unhappy difference had arisen in a matter of business, relative to the 
exchange of a slave,"between Thomas Lewis and Jacob Creath, both mem· ( 
hers of Town Fork Church. Out of this grew other difficulties, which pro· 
duced a pamphlet entitled, "A portrait of Jacob Creath," by Elijah Craig. 
This induced the Town Fork Church to call for a committee of helps from 
eighteen churches, who met in July, 1807, and investigated, for four days, the 
fourteen charges contained in said pamphlet against Creath; at the close of 
which they unanimously acquitted him, on each of them separately, and on 
the whole together. 

Afterwards other charges were brought against Creath by Joseph Redding, 
of Dry Run, which were investigated and negatived, except one, which was 
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withdrawn by the prosecutor. The church at Bryan's' took the Town Fork 
Church under dealings for negativing the charges. Town Fork justified her• 
self. Bryan's then in rSo8 brought three charges against Town Fork before 
the Association which met at Silas. The Association, "after hearing all the 
charges explained, determined that the said church was not guilty of disorder 
as charged." 

In consequence of this at the Association of rS09, which met at South 
Elkhorn, ten churches were absent. A circular letter was issued, signed by 
Joseph Redding and six other preachers, proposing to hold a meeting of the 
dissatisfied brethren at Bryan's, at the time of the regular Association in 
August, which had adjourned to meet in ISio at Clear Creek. This letter 
was of the most extraordinary and disorganizing character, it is said, and 
evidently the production of wounded feelings or disappointed expectations. 
The correspondence between the two sets of brethren thus assembled at 
Clear Creek and Bryan's has already been sketched. Such seems to have 
been the origin of the "unfriendly dispositions and jealousies produced," as 
the Elkhorn brethren allege, "by a difference of opinion in matters of prac
tice, and conducted with too much zeal and heat." And this account of the 
matter is not contradjcted, but confirmed by the other party, in their docu
ments, so far as I have seen them. 

It will be unnecessary to. follow the somewhat protracted course of nego
tiation in detail, which resulted first in the narrowing down of the points of 
disagreement to the question whether the Association did wrong in recog
nizing, as the church, the minority of fifty-one members at Bryan's, the pre
vious difficulty at Town Fork having, apparently, dropped out of view, and 
the Dry Run difficulty having been settled among themselves. 

The Elkhorn Association, joined by the friendly suggestions and media
tion of surrounding Associations, continued to solicit peace with their much 
esteemed brethren of the Licking: uhtil in rSrS correspondence was formally 
renewed, as appears from the following minutes of the Licking Association: 

"Received a letter from the Elkhorn Association desiring a correspond
ence; which was agreed to, and their messengers, James Suggett, G. G. 
Boone and John Foster, invited to seats, and received the right hand of fel
lowship." 

This was done by unanimity; a rule having been adopted by them that 
every measure carried must be unanimous. The next year, however, rS19, 
they declined to send a letter and messengers to Elkhorn, though a large 
number of the members prese~<t were in favor of it. The suspension was 
on account of the old difficulty, recognition of the minority. 

Though it is extending this sketch a little beyond the boundaries I had 
prescribed for myself at present, (the second and third decades of our histo
ry), I will add here, for the sake of completeness, a short extract from Dr. 
Fishback's "Defense of the Elkhorn Association," published in rS22 : 

"In rSzo, the Elkhorn sent a letter and messengers again to the Licking 



HISTORY OF THE ELKHORN ASSOCIATION. 35 

Association, whereupon the latter made the following minute: 'From Elk
horn Association a let'ter was received by their messengers, E. Waller, J. 
Sims, and E. Mason. The same being read, on motion agreed, that it be 
laid upon the table, and the correspondence dropped; seeing that the original 
difficulties remain untouched by that Association, and that new ones have 
arisen respecting doctrines-they holding in connection with those churches' 
and preachers that hold and advocate doctrines contrary to those on which 
that Association, as well as this, was constituted.' 

"It was in answer to this minute that the Elkhorn made the following re
ply in IS2I: 'With regard to the first charge, we had with pleasure cherish
ed the hope, and did believe that it was buried, never again to be revived, 
when the right hand of fellowship was given by them to our messengers in 
ISIS.' 

'As to the second charge, of our holding in connection with us churches 
and preachers who hold and advocate doctrines contrary to the constitution 
on which their, as well as ou1·, Association was constituted-we reply: When 
general charges are made, they can only be repelled by general terms. Our 
constitution remains unchanged, and we have adhered to-it during all our 
difficulties with that Association; and it seems to us that those charges were 
made as a pretext to justify th'eir own unwarrantable course in refusing to 
receive our messengers. And, notwithstanding those charges, we have the 
peculiar pleasure to find that our sister Associations still continue their cor
respondence with us, and that their love, esteem, anct affection seem to be 
undiminished.'" 

"The above minute of the Licking Association of rSzo exhibits the first in
timation of a difference of doctrine between that and the Elkhorn Associa
tion; and this they describe as a new difficulty. 

"From the preceding detail of facts and circumstances, it is abundantly 
manifest that there was no reason for asserting that difference of doctrine 
had a bearing on the original division; and that nothing but "unfriendly dis
positions and jealousies, produced by a differen: e of opinion in matters of 
practice" in the trial of Jacob Creath, &c., were the only occasions of the 
unfortunate differences." (Page 41, Defence of Elkhorn Association). 

r8u-Great Crossings. 

New churches joining are Bethlehem and the North Fork of Licking. 
The Association, being informed that East Hickman, Stony Point, Raven 

Creek, Rock Bridge, Brush Creek, Mill Creek, Little Huston, and Flat Lick, 
with others, had embodied and called themselves the Licking Association, 
agreed that they be no longer called in the roll of churches. 

r8u-David's Fork. 

New churches are Georgetown, Mouth of Beaver Creek, Hartwood. 
A letter was read from a church, consisting chiefly of slaves and people of 
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color, calling themselves an African church, which indirectly made applica
tion for the liberty of uniting and corresponding with the Association. 

~ "Agreed that we wholly disapprove of such constitutions; therefore the lib
erty applied for is not granted." 

At the request of several churches for a day of fasting and prayer, the 3d 
Thursday of August is recommended, being the day appointed by the Execu
tive of the United States, and also 1st Friday of October, as recommended 
by the North District Association. 

18u-5pecial Meeting at Bryan's. 

A letter from the church (the minority) at Bryan's is presented by six 
brethren, appointed for the purpose, to defend the chur"ch against five charges 
brought by the Licking Committee to the Elkhorn Committee. No one ap
pearing to prosecute them, the charges were severally considered, explana
tions were made, and the Association resolved that from the explanations 
and the evidence adduced, they could see no cause of complaint against the 
church. 

A copy of the constitution of the General Meeting of Correspondence of 
the Baptists of Virginia was presented and referred for future consider<ltion. 

1813-Forks of Elkhorn. 

Big Spring, Woodford county, received. 
The subject of a Geheral Meeting of Correspondence, like that in Virginia, 

is continued, with a request that the churches, as well as our sister Associa
tions, will peruse the copstitu tion proposed in the first num her of the Gospel 
Herald, published in Frankfort, by Silas M. Noel, and inform us as to their 
minds. The churches at Union, Beaver Creek, Mouth of Raven Greek, 
North Fork of Licking, and Indian Creek, are dismissed to form a new As
sociation (Union Association). 

"The laudable Institution, established by a Missionary Society, in India, 
for printing and circulating the Bible in different languages, erected at a vast 
expense," having lately been destroyed by fire, it is recommended that earn. 
est and liberal contributions be made. Samuel Ayres, of Lexington, Charles 
Buck, at the Forks of Elkhorn, Wm. Hubble, at Georgetown, and Gabriel 
Slaughter, in Mercer, are appointed to receive and transmit funds. 

I8I4-Mount Pleasant, 

Elk Lick applies to resume its former station as a member of this body. 
There appearing some opposition, the letter is laid over till Monday, and 
then referred to a committee to visit the church. 

A letter from Rev. Luther Rice on missionary subjects is received and 
laid over till Mol'lday, but no further action is recorded. 

The proposal for a general meeting of correspondence is rejected. 
A committee;: of tw~::Jve is appointed to manage the existing difficulties 
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with Licking Association before any committee or tribunal appointed by the 
corresponding Associations. 

ISis-Town Fork. 

As to Elk Lick, agreed that although this body feels every sympathy for 
the situation in which that church had placed itself by going with the major
ity to the Licking body, yet good order prevents us from receiving them at 
this time. 

A circular letter from the Rev. Luther Rice, Agent of the Baptist Board 
of Foreign Missions for the United States, was read. Its object was to pre
sent, through the Association, to each church in our union a copy of the re· 
port of said Board fo1· rSrs, and by means of a Secretary, to keep up corres
pondence with that Board . Elder Silas M. Noel was appointed Secretary, 
and the reports were distributed to the churches and paid for. 

The missionary preacher, Luther Rice, having arrived after the election of 
preachers for Sunday, Elder Walter Warder gave place to him. Elder 
Stevens, from New York, preached from Jeremiah xxxi: 29; Luther Rice 
from Matthew vi: ro, "Thy kingdom come;" and Isaac Hodgen on "Re·· 
pentance and Conversion." A large congregation listened with good order 
and attention, and a liberal contribution 'of $rso to $zoo was collected for 
missionary purposes. 

• 
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