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know them which labour among you, and are over you'in the Lord, and
admonish you, and esteem them very highly inlove for their work’s sake.”
1 Thess. 5. 12, 13, “Let the Elders that rule well be counted worthy of
double honour, especially they who labour in the word and doctrine.”’—
“ Wor the Scripture saith, thou shalt not muzzle the ox that treadeth out
the corn. And, the laboureris worthy of his reward.”—1 Tim.5. 17, 18.
“If we have sown unto you spiritual things, is it a great thing if we shall
reap your carnal things ? Do ye not know that they which minister about
holy things, live of the things of the temple, and they which wait at the
altar are partakers with the altar? Even so hath the Lord ordained, that
they which preach the gospel:should live of the gospel.” 1 Cor. 9.11—14.
“Let him that is taught in the word, communicate unto him that teach-
eth in all good things.” Gal. 6. 6.

These Scriptures are so explicit that they need no comment ; they can-
not be misunderstood. Ministers should be more generousty supported
than they have hitherto been, because of the sacrifices they have to make.
Most of them have families, and of course are bound to support them.—
They are under the same solemn obligations to do so that other men are.
See 1 Tim. 5.8. Now who among you could leave your homes and neg-
lect your business, say one half of your time at least, and receive little or
nothing for it—at any rate so little that you would scarcely feel it to be of
any assistance to you—and yet provide for your families’ so as to make
them comfortable, educate your children, and raise them up in a proper
manner, to say nothing about laying up something for them which the
apostle Paul speals of, and which most people try to do? We know you
would say at once, ‘we could not do it How then can you expect your
ministers to perform that which you could not possibly perform? Most,
if not all, of our local preachers are just about in the situation above men-
tioned ; and ifany do not leave home so much, it is because they cannot
possibly do it and keep their families together. It is apparent then, even

_ if they are in easy circumstances, or wealthy, they cannot keep their af-
- fairs in proper order, and must be sinking as to their worldly concerns.—
And if poor, extreme poverty, and even starvation must stare their com-
panions and little ones in the face. Our churches are far more liberal in
bestowing their bounties upon travelling preachers than upon those who
Jabour among them in word and doctrine. Moreover there are pecuniary
expenses to a very considerable amount, necessarily connected with, and
attendant on, the business of travelling and preaching the gospel, of which
you mast be convinced, if you will only give the subject a moment’s re-
flection.

In addition to this, it is required of preachers to be given of hospitality.
How can they do this if they receive not the necessary aid? Some tobe
sure, whose hearts are enlarged, have given more for charitable and be-

nevolent purposes than their duty to themselves and families would seem

to justify, and have groaned silently under the pressure of this and other
burdens. 7
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But again, itis their business to “study to shew themselves apprqv:ad
unto Ciod, workmen that needeth not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the
word of truth.”  All the time, therefore, in which they are not actually
engaged in preaching and travelling to and from their places of worship,
should be devoted to study, together with visiting the sick, the people of
their charge, &c., instead of being occupied in hard labor or constant at-
tention to secular affairs. - The apostle Paul, you know, directed Timothy
to “give attendance to reading, to exhortation, to doctrine.”” ¢ Meditate
upon these things,” said he, © give thy self wholly to them, that thy profit-
ing may appear unto all.”” Ministers should he -uperior as to knowledge,
Though many have been useful without any high degree of literary at-
tainment, yet none have been so without some portion of wisdom and
knowledge. They should certainly have their minds enlarged and stored
with useful knowledge ; especially the Bible should be well studied by
them, that they might be able to bring forth out of their treasure, things
new and old. People are improving in every department of life. In the
arts and sciences they are constantly and even rapidly progressing ; knowl-
edge is running to and fro,—and this is emphatically an age of improve-
ment,—and shall those whom God hath placed as watchmen upon the
walls of Zion, who watch for souls as they that must give an account, be
tied down to earth, and have no chance to keep pace with the march of
improvement, and thus make full proof of their ministry? Brethren,

T'is not a cause of small import
The Pastor’s care demands,
. But what might fill an Angel’s heart,
And fill the Saviour’s hands.

The Apostles felt it to be their duty to giv+ themselves continually to
prayer and to the ministry of the word. Acts, 6, 2—4. Should not min-.
isters be so aided now that they might pursue the same course ? - Most
undoubtedly. You all admit that the preaching of the gospel is of Divine
appointment, and that it is the bounden duty of those whom God hath
called to the work, to be engaged therein. Well, brethren,. from the
proofs that have been adduced, is it not equally plain that it is the duty of
Churches to support them? It cannot be denied. And have we any rea-
son to expect God will bless and prosper our Churches while we contin-
ue to neglect this duty ? Let us awake to a sense of our duty; and al-
though we do not expect an entire reform in this matter, yet let us at all
‘events soloose the hands of our pastors,that,if they cannot give themselves
\vwholly to the work, they may have it in their power to read and study
more, and consequently be prepared for greater usefulness. !

And finally, brethren, as we are not our own, but are bought w1th_ @
price, let us glorify God in our bodies and spirits which are his, an'd _Wthh
is our reasonable_ service. A number of us grieved the Holy Spirit long
before we took the yoke of the Redeemer upon us. We all have been too
inactive since we made a professidrj ;and our stay upon earth, in all proba-
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