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SALUTATORY.

IN appearing before the intel-
ligent and christian public as a
moral and religious instructor,
we have felt great reluctance.—
Several years ago, it pleased God
to call us into His vineyard as a

laborer ; and, with a deep sense |

of our unworthiness and imper-
fections, we obeyed the call, and
have ever since been striving to
do something for Christ. We
have gone forth sowing in tears.
We have seen but little of the
fruits of our labor ; but the con-
sciousness of having done some-
thing of our duty, and feeling a
firm faith in the promises of God
that His word shall not return
unto him void, and our labor not

be in vain, we are encouraged to

toil on, patiently waiting for the
reward.

Having now presumed to enter
a larger field of labor, a sense of
our unworthiness seems also
much increased. However in-

mind, yet we have many doubts
as to our ability to use the pen
with success, and to accomplish
our great desire of teaching by
epistle as well as word. We feel,
however, a sense of duty impell-
ing us to this work. Our desive
to advocate the cause of God and
truth, to-see a more general
spread of useful and religious
knowledge, and to witness more
godliness in those who profess the
name of Christ, furnishes us
some of our motives to this
work.

Believing, as we do, that Bap-
tist principles are Gospel princi-
ples, we desire to labor to the ex-
tent of our ability, in spreading
the doctrines which we hold.—
We feel, too, that ignorance and
traditions have greatly hindered
the progress of our cause. The
cause of truth and righteousness
has always suffered *‘for the lack
of knowledge.” Wehave a great

viting the field may be to our | inclination, therefore, to. hold
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forth the pure gospel principles
which we, as a denomination, be-
lieve, and to raise truth from be-
neath the errors, superstitions
and traditions, which wrong prac-
tice has long been heaping upon
some of our purest doctrines.—-
QOur hope s to establish the young
in these principles, and to cause
them to “grow in grace and in
the knowledge of our Lord Jesus
Christ.” Our feeble efforts shall
be for the welfare of our young
brethren and sisters in Christ—
to feed the lambs of Christ’s flock.

We believe that one of the
greatest aids to the spread of our
principles and the progress of
the gospel, is the Sunday School
cause. This is, indeed, the nur-
sery of our churches. Notwith-
standing the benefits of this in-
gtitution, the Baptists are slow
in availing themselves of its aid.
Until recently, our country
churches were almost entirely
without Sunday Schools. While
we are pleased to see our church-
es rapidly adopting this cause,
yet there is reason for regret that
there is still great destitution in
regard to Sunday Schools. Itis
our desire and prayer to God that
all our churches may soon be
blessed with their influence. One
of our strongest motives to enter
upon this work is to advocate the
Sunday School cause. Having
had an opportunity to know that

- Faith, one Baptism.”

there is, on the part of many of
our churches and brethren, a
great desire to establish Sunday
Schools and to ‘know their true
worth and the best method of
conducting them, we have under-
taken, while abler pens are idle,
to publish a monthly periodical
in which we shall endeavor to ad-
vocate Baptist principles, and
the interests of Sunday Schools
in our churches.

We expect to secure the piety
and taleuts of some of our ablest
brethren to contribute to the
reading matter of our Messenger.
We hope, therefore, it will not
fail to accomplish the end for
which it is designed.

It is our purpose that the pages
of our paper shall contain noth-
ing but “glad tidings” and mes-
sages of peace.- We expect to
guard them from bitter contro-
versy.

Our motto is *“One Lord, one
This is a
favorite weapon, with which the
Baptists have long fought their
oppoénents. Feeling that all the
disciples of Christ should con-
tend earnestly for the faith once
delivered to the saints, ‘“striving
to keep the unity of the spirit in
the bonds of peace,” and to be
one as Christ and God are one,
they have contended with the ad-
vocates of innovation and error
for “one Lord, one Faith, one
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Baptism,”” as the only means of
this perfect union. While we
may not suffer this “sword of the
spirit’’ to lie idle in regard to our
enemies, yet we propose to use it,
gently, on the Baptists them-
selves. They have broken this
weapon, and can only make a
feeble resistance. Itis true that
the Baptists, as a body, have
ever had the same Lord and the
same Baptism; but it cannot be
said that they have been of the
same mind and retained the same
Faith. They, themselves, have
been split to pieces. Thisis a
most deplorable fact. It has
weakened us more than all the
assaults of our foes.

ped

With a heart that aches over
our divided and fallen condition,
and continued prayers to God
for union and peace among the
soldiers of the cross, we shall ad-
vocate “One Lord, one Faith,
one Baptism’’ in the ranks of the
Baptists themselves.

And now we appeal to our
Baptist brethren, and all who
love our Lord Jesus Christ in
truth, to come to our help—*the
help of the Lord against the
mighty.”” Give us your patron-
age, your forbearance and your
prayers ; and now may God bless
his servants, sanctify all rightful
means of advancing truth, and
let His kingdom come. G.

————————tl- ¢ @ ¢

» BAPTIST CHURCHES NOT INDEPENDENT.

THE independence of each
church has long been a fayorite
theme with the Baptists. There
is a sense in which each church
is an independent body ; but in
another and . more important
sense no Baptist church is inde-
pendent. And it is of great con-
sequence that this paradox, or
apparent contradiction, should be
understood, and deeply impress-
ed on the minds of our Baptist
brethren.

. It is true that every gospel
church is an independent body.
It is accountable to no other

church or power on earth. Theré
is no appeal from its decisions to
any earthly tribunal, civil or ec-
clesiastical. Such a church has
the power of discipline in itself.
It can choose its own officers,
administer the word and ordi-
nances of the gospel, receive or
exclude its own members, with-
out the direction or authority of
any other body. But when we
rightly view these privileges of a
gospel church in its relation to
the gospel kingdom, such a
church has rather the office of a
servant than a master or an in-




4 BAPTIST CHURCHES NOT INDEPENDENT.

dependent body. This leads us
to consider the fact that no Bap-
tist or gospel church is absolutely
independent. A gospel church
is the servant of Christ. It must
obey his laws and commands, and
devise, adopt or follow no oth-
er but his.  Christ is'’king in Zi-
on, and saints or believers are his
subjécts. Having entered his
kingdom, each local assembly of
christians as well as each indi-
vidual saint, is bound to do all
things according to the pattern
given by Christ and his Apostles.
A church has no righs or authori-
ty to change the laws and ordi-
nances of the gospel and no pow-
er t0 enact new laws or establish
new ordinances. Christ has giv-
en all that is necessary for the
welfare of His kingdom and
churches to the end of time.—
Persons or assemblies thus bound
by a divine constitution, by laws
and ordinances appointed by an
Almighty King, can never boast
of absolute freedom. They are
absolutely dependent on their
King; and it is rebellion for
them to assert their freedom or
deviate from one single law of
Christ. The only freedom any
christian or any church has in
regard to these things, is the lib-
erty of using reason in devising
the wisest and most effectual
means of executing the laws of
Christ, and accomplishing his

righteous will. Pe-dobaptist de-
nominations can rightly claim
absolute independence. They
have cut themselves loose, and
have floated off from the laws
of Christ on the corrupt sea of
human wisdom. They nominal-
ly claim Christ as their king;
but they have changed his laws
and ordinances. They have en-
acted new laws and established
new ordinances. They have sub-
stitutéd their own inventions,
and have thus asserted the insuf-
ficiency of the gospel, and their
ability and authority to govern
themselves. We see such abso-
lute independence as this clearly
set forth in the writings of such
men a8 Mosheim and Neander,
who claim, as they do in their
church histories, that, excepting
the fundamental doctrines of the
gospel, all *is mutable.” They

~~~

_maintain that there was a partic-

ular order of things established
in the Apostolic churches, “un-
der the direction of the Spirit of
God.” Thisorder of things, say
they, was best suited to those
times. But they argue that these
forms may be changed to suit the
customs and circumstances of
after times, This power of chang-
ing the apostolic order of things,
they say, is invested in the
church. Such power and inde-
pendence are claimed by the
church of Rome, and all her off-
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spring. This is their practice,
and is the author of all the
errors and corruptions in regard
to the kingdom of Christ. Such
power, such independence, be-

longs to no gospel or Baptist

church.
BAPTIST ASSOCIATIONS.

If such is the nature of a Bap-
tist church, is it right that Bap-
tists should form such bodies as
associations and conventions ?
What authority have they for so
doing? These are questions
which often recur to our mind,
and which we will now attempt
to answer.

We have stated above that all
the freedom any christian or any
church can exercise, is the liber-
ty of using reason in devising the
wisest and most effectual means
of executing the laws of Christ,
and accomplishing his-will.

Now, if to devise and consult
as to the best and wisest method
of carrying out the requirements
of the gospel, and building up
Christ’s kingdom, is the object
of an association, and not to
enact laws and change the ordi-
nances of the gospel—if this be
the object, we say, then the for-
mation of associations, in which
is safety because of a multitude
of counselors, is wise and law-
ful.

There is no plain command in
the New Testament for the for-
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mation of such councils ; but cer-
tain acts and movements of the
Apostolic churches lead us to the
conclusion that such councils are
wise and useful. Those move-
ments referred to- were for the
purpose .of securing and main-
taining peace and uniformity of
practice in the churches, and to
unite their efforts in relieving the
poor saints and spreading the
gospel.

In Acts 15, we learn that some
of the Apostolic churches were
greatly divided on the subject of
circumcision. Certain brethren
were chosen, among whom was
Paul and Barnabas, to go up to
Jerusalem and hold a council
with the apostles, elders and
church in that city, in order to
advise the churches as to the
best method of settling their dif-
ficulties. This council met and
wrote a letter to the churches
in trouble, advising them what
course to pursue. Now, thisact
of the churches and the council
was sufficient to justify our Bap-
tist fathers in organizing associ-
ations of churches, and calling
them *‘advisory council.” When
any Baptist association over-
steps the bounds of an “advisory
council,” and begins to give au-
thoritative advice, unasked, and
to make laws for the internal
regulation and discipline of
churches, then it is “lording it
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over God's heritage,”” and usurp-
ing the authority of the Pope of
of Rome.

The other precedent of the
Apostolic churches, which our
Baptist fathers imitated in the
formation of associations, ¢s their
uniting to send contributions to
the support of the poor saints
and gospel laborers of other
churches. Paul said to the Cor-
inthian church, “I robbed oth-
er churches, taking wages of
them to do you service.’—
Churches sometimes united in
this work of charity. The
churches of Macedonia chose
“the brother whose praise in
“the gospel was throughout all
the churches,” and another
brother whom Paul had “often-
times proved diligent in many
things,”” to accompany Titus, as
bearers of their contributions.—
If any should inquire as to the

mission of these delegates, they
were directed to reply, “they are
the messengers of the churches,
and the glory of Christ.” (2
Cor. 8.) This, we think, is an-
other ground sufficient to justify
the formation of religious unions
in which the prayers and contri-
butions of the churches shall con-
centrate and thence flow out as
“a river, the streams whereof
make glad the city of God.”

If our associations follow these
apostolic examples, and concili-
ate churches when they ask ad-
vice, and thus, by means of their
counsels, secure and preserve
peace and unity among our
churches, they are accomplishing
a great work. If, by means of
these unions, the efforts of these
churches are concentrated in
sending out the gospel, they are
lawful, and will accomplish a
a great work. G.

e —— ¢ P ¢ —— - —~.

BAPTIST DOCTRINES AND BAPTIST ERRORS.
CHAPTER 1.—THE ORIGIN OF THE BAPTISTS.

THE Baptists claim to have
originated directly from Christ
and his Apostles. They believe
that the churches which were
planted by the inspired Apostles
were Baptist churches. Or, in
other words, that they were
composed of the same kind of

material, (repenting, believing
and baptised persons)—that they
held the same doctrine, in the
main, as is held by this denomi-
nation--at the present time.—
The Baptists claim to be coeval
with the new or gospel dispensa-
tion—that John the Baptist,
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who prepared the way for the
coming of Christ and began to
set up his kingdom, really began
the denomination which is now
honored by the name of Baptists.
And it is a fact worthy of re-
mark that this is the only de-
nomination of Christians who
can claim a scriptural name. It
seems that Providence has so
ordered it that the only denomi-
nation that still holds the ancient
mode of baptism by immersion,
as instituted by John the Bap-
tist is yet designated by “Bap-
tists.””  To
claims of the Baptists to an
apostolic origin, we would refer
the reader to the great similarity
of the faith (or doctrine) and
practices of the Baptist churches
of the present day, to that of
the first, or Apostolic churches.

Do the Baptists insist on re-
pentance as a pre-requisite to
baptism and membership in the
vigible kingdom of Christ? So
did John the Baptist, so Christ,
so his Apostles. Do the Bap-
tists require faith in Christ, as
the true Messiah and the Sa-
viour? So did John, and Christ,
and the Apostles. Do they re-
quire all who repent and believe
to be immersed before they can
enter the kingdom of Christ ?—
So did John, and Christ, and the
Apostles.  Therefore, we see
such a likeness between the prac-

substantiate the

tice of the founders of the gos-
pel kingdom and that of Bap-
tists of the present day, that we
are forced to acknowledge them
the same.

Did John Baptize in the river
Jordan? So do the Baptists
perform that ordinance in a river,
or some water sufficient to im-
merse the whole body. Did John
baptise at Enon, near to Salim,
because there was much water
there? Did Phillip and the eu-
nuch both go down into the wa-
ter and come up out of the water ?
So do the Baptists.

Their views as to the signifi-
cance of baptism, seem the same.
The scriptures say, ‘buried
with Christ by baptism.” So the
Baptists hold. Does God, in
his word, say that baptism is
“not the putting away of the
filth of the flesh, but the answer
of a good conscience towards
God?”’ So the Baptists main-
tain.

If we consider the similarity
of church officers and church
government in the Apostolic
churches and those of the Bap-
tists, we see an evidence that the
latter have an apostolic origin.
The scriptures give account of
only two offices in any gospel
church—that of bishop or elder,
and that of deacon. The Bap-
tist churches hold only these
two.




8 BAPTIST DOCTRINES AND BAPTIST ERRORS,

A A A A A A A A A A A A A A AN A A A A A AN A AR A AR S A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A

Were the Apostolic churches
free and independent in . their
nature? And did they do all
their business on republican prin-
ciples, by the voice and consent
of the members ? Certainly they
did. and so do Baptists.

The identity of the doctrines
taught in the New Testament
and those of the Baptists, in
general, is another proof. The
Baptists, in a word, receive the
word of God, espedially as con-
tained in the New Testament,
as their guide. They admit of
no human alterations. And
although they may differ some-
what among themselves on minor
subjects, yet hold the scriptures
as their only guide of faith and
practice.

It might appear more satisfac-
tory to our opponents could we
show them plainly the connection
of the Baptist churches of the
present day with the Apostolic
churches——could we show them
the unbroken chain that links
our denomination to those
churches. But, owing to the
imperfection of our church his-
tory, this is not an easy task.—
We contend, however, that the
chain which links the Baptist
churches of our denomination to
each other in every age, and all
to the Apostolic churches, has
never been broken. During the
first three centuries is where

the link seems to be missing, as
seen in our church histories. —
But alittle reflection is sufficient
to show any one that this is not
a broken link in our history.—
What the apostolic churches
were, in their divine organiza-
tion and origin, they must have
continued to be for the first two
or three centuries after the days
of the Apostles, with some
slight butincreasing corruptions.
If these apostolic churches were
Baptist in principles and prac-
tice  when first organized, we
have no doubt but that they were
the same in their main princip-
les and practice for centuries
afterwards. Truth and error
both work gradually on human
society. And just as it takes a
long time to dethrene error and
establish truth in the hearts and
minds of society at large, so
when once established in the
light of truth, especially divine
truth, it requires time to corrupt
and utterly change the faith and
practice of the masses. Thus it
was in regard to the corruption
of christianity. The apostolic
churches flowed down through
the first century or two, with
much of that transparent clear-
ness and beauty which charac-
terized them at the apostolic
fountain.

After a few centuries, “the
faith once delivered to the
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saints,”” became so corrupted—
the ordinances so changed, that
discord and divisions occurred.
There were many true, conserva-
tive christians in these churches
who contended for the faith and
combatted the advocates of inno-
vation and corruption ; but these
faithful witnesses for the truth,
being in the minority, and fall-
ing a prey to the persecuting
gpirits of the advocates of error,
went off from even these apostolic
churches—they protested, and
in this way became stigmatized
as heretics. And here, where
these Apostolic churches burst
asunder, is where our church his-
tories begin. They pretend to
give a history of the church of
Christ, but give a history of anti-
Christ. These earliest protes-
tants, stigmatized as heretics,
constituted the true church of
Christ—His faithful witnesses.
This church fled from persecu-
tion and oppression and dwelt in
the wilderness —in dens and
caves—and wandered about in
. sheepskins and goatskins, and
passed thus hidden through the
dark ages and came down to the
present the same faithful witness-
es for the truth. Many of these
were to be found among the
Waldenses and other ancient
sects. So we see that the histo-
ry of the true church, for the
first few centuries, is the same as

"all there.

~~ A S

that of the apostolic churches.
But after these few centuries this
true church of Christ is to be
found with the dissenters from
the corrupted mass of the church,
and with those who were stigma-
tized as heretics by them. And
as the Baptists believe that the
Apostolic churches were essenti-
ally Baptist, so they believe their
history, for the first two or three
centuries after Christ, is the
same as that of these Apostolic
churches. And since the two or
three centuries the history of the
Baptists is connected with these
dissenters and heretics.

But that there is no clear histo-
ry to the Baptists through all the
dark ages of the past ; that they
cannot show the unbroken chain
of Apostolic succession, is no
argument against their apostolic
origin. We believe the Apostolic
churches were Baptists. We
know that there are now church-
es of the same faith and order.
We have the beginning and end-
ing of this chain of succession,
though the middle swags -down
into the darkness of the inter-
vening past, yet we helieve the
chain is unbroken and the links
But even if it has
been broken at any time in the
past, it is no argument that the
Baptist churches are not of an
Apostolic origin. God is able to
weld the chain or insert new
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links. We maintain that any
organization of repenting, be-
lieving and baptised persons who
covenant together on the terms
of the gospel, acknowledging
Christ as their King, and loving
him as their Lord, is essentially

N s
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a gospel church; whose princi-
ples and foundations are Apos-
tolic, whether this church has
passed under the hands of those
who have come down in an un-
broken succession from . the
Apostles or not.

[To BE CONTINUED.]
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THE SIGNS OF THE TIMES.

OBSERVATION and reflection
are special gifts of God. They
greatly disinguish His creature
man above other animals; and
they are designed to discharge a
high office. They may perceive
and interpret, in many cases,
the: doing of the Almighty to-
wards us. They read the book
of life, and decipher thelanguage
of events. - “Can ye not discern
the signs of the times?’ said
the Saviour, intimating a just
reproach to those who had no
such discernment.

Events are God’s language.—
The thoughtful and pious mind
is anxious to hearken to these
mute witnesses, and to learn the
lessons they convey. It is a
solemn thought that all of life
speaks of God; is a continual
developement of His will ; and is
ever making Him manifest, with
all the authority of His word,
enforced by that additional and
peculiar power which attends

our sympathy with what isknown
to be present and real. The

‘word teaches us the lessons of

God’s will in theory: life acts
those lessons in practical effects.

The duty, therefore, of read-
ing the page of life rightly and
reverently is apparent, and meust
rise in importance with the im-
portance and peculiarity of
events.

In a erisis of our national and
social history so unexpected and
startliug as the present, it must,
then, evidently be our duty to
study seriously the signs of the
times. Recent events and pres-
ent circumstances are significant
indications of God’s will. They
speak of Him, and of ourselves
in relation to Him. What are
the lessons they convey ?

I. The times now significantly
teach us the sovereignty of God.
God is essentially and necessari-
ly the king of all earth—the
sovereign ruler of princes. All
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authority is from Him in nature
and in government. Itis He
| that “filleth every liviag thing
with good,” and it is He that
“putteth down ome and setteth
up another.” Each drop of dew,
each lightning cloud fraught
with refreshing for the thirsty
field, as well as every magistrate
and ruler among men, owes
equally its being and its office to
Him who rules supremely amidst
“the armies of heaven and the
inhabitants of earth.”

But while this is a familiar
i truh, as ofter referred to as any
| other, and entertained in the
| mind without any conscious
opposition, it is too seldom ad-
| mitted practically. We too sel-
| dombow with “awful reverence’’
| before the King of kings ; we do
not fear and tremble, as we
|| ought, before Him who with the
| sword of war may desolate, at
any moment, the fairest plains;
or who, with the stealthy pesti-
lence, may in a few days lay
waste our houses and wrap every
hearthstone with mourning and
| grief.

It is true the gospel reveals,
to a penitent believer, this awful
Sovereign ruling in mercy,
clothed in parental smiles amidst
all His royal dignity, and re-
joicing in the return of his
‘‘prodigal” children to His love
and to His holiness; but the

TV VN

grandeur of His sovereignty is
nevertheless essential to the
wonder and the worth of His
mercy. We never comprehend
the valve and unspeakable
blessedness of redeeming love,
until we see clearly who it is that
has bowed to redeem and save,
and from how high a throne he
stooped to do it. -The sovereign-
ty of God, therefore, is a lesson
as essential as His redeeming
love. We must learn the one,
or we never truly understand
the other. i

Now, recent events have been
awfully eloquent on this point.
We have suddenly seen the Su-

preme Ruler robed in prowess;

and, as one ‘‘who giveth not ac-
count of any of his matters,”’ scat-
tering to the winds the hopes
and the expectations of millions,
crushing, almost in & moment,
all their strongest combinations,
and rendering equally powerless
the coward and the brave.—
Black with confusion, the politi-
cal heavens-have burst in a wild
storm over our heads, and what
seemed a fair and well cemented
confederation, is gone as though
it never were.

Whatever the instrumentali-
ties employed in this rapid and
unlooked for eatastrophe, it can-
not- be denied that God has
brought it about. Whatever the
human ends sought to be ac-
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complished, whatever the rights
supposed to be violated, and the
wrongs suffered, and however
necessarily and essentially up-
raised the Eternal One above
the violence, the injustice, the
crime involved in that catastro-
phe, still it must be admitted
that God has brought it about.
God in his inscrutable councils
has willed it to be. He, in these
events, sits on the throne as uni-
versal' and irresponsible ruler.
None stayeth His hand, or saith
“What doest thou?”

We thus learn practically and
pungently the lesson of His sov-
erignty, and all human thoughts,
wishes, cares, wither at his feet.
We thought to accomplish our
earthly ends ; He designed, from
the first, to shew us as never be-
fore, that He alone is King.

Beit so! No loss too heavy,
no grief too bitter, no disap-
pointment too agonizing, if it
teach us to feel, as christians
ought; the sovereignty of God.

II. But these events proclaim
no less impressively the feeble-
“ness of man.

They have shewn us the feeble-

ness of human foresight. In the

struggle just terminated, how
many human anticipations have
proved futile, and how have the
most sagacious minds been found
at fault. The struggle for inde-
pendence, which was judged to

A

be inevitable, was deemed also
certain of success. ‘“Cotton was
king,” and would assuredly rule

. the course of events in the land

of its birth. Foreign nations
could not endure long the depri-
vation of this article, and the
consequent ruin of their manu-
factures ; they must recognize
the new political confederation ;
and with recognition must come
deliverance. Whatstrength, too,
was believed to lie in the char-
acter of the struggle—a people
battling for liberty and indepen-
dence. Invading armies could
never learn to stand against men
fighting on their own soil, and
for their homes and firesides,
and victory, under such circum-
stances, must be ours. Then,
the Genius of Finance was in-
voked as about to fight for the
South. Universal ruin impend-
ed over a people relying on com-
merce for their greatness when
expenditure exceeded all pos-
gible supply. “Wall Street”
would see its interest in peace;
and monied men, true to their
instincts and to their fealty to
“the Almighty Dollar,” would
withhold their gold and arrest
the war. All these, and many
other grounds of confidence were
rife among us : and all have fail-
ed, in order to shew us the
feebleness of human foresight.
We have also learned the fee-
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bleness of the best concerted hu-
man plans. The struggle just
terminated was no crude, rapidly
conceived and ill digested pur-
pose. Orators of the highest
distinetion ; minds of unusual

e~

clearness and penetration had

long before pointed out the path
to  Southern independence.——
Eleven sovereign States had en-
tered on that path. Eleven
grave deliberative  assemblies,
embodying the talent, the wealth,
the will of six or seven millions

of men of stern Ang16 Saxon

race, had sat in solemn conclave,
and had given to their national
effort all the force and order of
legislative enactment conceived
by the ablest minds and conclu-
ded after severe and and careful
examination. The order and
grave national character of all
our arrangements became the
boast of our own people, as they
were the admiration of foreign
nations. Our state papers com-
pared favorably with those of
‘the oldest politieal associations
for dignity and weight ; and the

celerity with which an army was’

raised and equipped, with no
previous preparation, filled Eu-
rope with amazement; the plan
was well concerted and ably ad-
vanced ; but it failed to accomp-
lish 1 s end, that we might learn,
in this failure, how feeble are all
earthly plans. And the lesson

13
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is the same, whatever our politi-
cal views. One sees its failure
in the error of the attempt ;
another attributes defeat to oth-
er causes; it matters not. It
was a plan well and carefully
concerted ; and it failed ; to shew
us that the best concerted hu-
man plans are insufficient to en-
sure success. The feebleness of

_man is the lesson God is reading
to us from the dark page of the
recent struggle, red with the
blood of thousands of our “best
and bravest.”

Feeble, too, is man seen to be,
“however strong and brave. . No
“braver youth ever sprang to

arms at their country’s call than
those who formed our Southern
bands. To personal courage
and physical vigor, trained from
youth on horse-back and in the
field, was largely added that
lofty element of military charac-
ter arising from cultivated mind
and morals; nay to a consider-
able extent, religion, the pure
and devoted religion of Jesus,
gave tone to our Southern soldi-
ery; and while a Stonewall
Jackson evoked the reverence
“and love of all, even those op-
posed to him as enemies, by the
beauty and ‘consistency of the
highest christian principle, com-
bined with consumate skill and
courage as a general, many an
inferior officer and many a pri-
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vate in our ranks carried into
his military service the match-
less power of-a consistent chris-
tian life. What unsurpassed
human strength, then was seen
gathered in those brave and vet-
eran armies. But they have
melted away like snow before
the smmer’s sun, to shew us how
feeble is man, even in his very
pride of courage and of strength.
No more important lesson is to
be learned than that all human
strength is very weakness; a
sense of this lies at the base of
all true apprehension of the so-
vereignty of God. We need to
feel it to the heart’s core, that
we may learn truly to trust in
Almighty strength.

III. But events remind us
emphatically of the “spirituality
of the church.” “My kingdom,”
said the Saviour, “is not of this
world.” Why did he say this?
His disciples were in the world.
In the world, as it was, with all
its forms and varieties of human
life, and human occupation, and
human interests, were they de-
signed to live and labor; and if
the world as it was in all those
checkered varities were to have
been taken away, they would
have no longer had any occupa-
tion as ministers of Christ on
earth. And yet, though the
world was thus necessary to their
labors and their success, he
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solemnly enforces the principle
embodied in the words, “My
kingdom is not in this world.”
Is it not apparent, then, that
there is a strong elementary op-
position between the nature of
the world and the nature of
Christ’s kingdom which is essen-
tial to be known and felt in or-
der to the progress of that king-
dom. But how powerful are all
our tendencies to the world, even
though those tendencies may not
be victims in the worst sense;
and how imperious may they be-
come when, to.all the ordinary
ties of nature, kindred, interest,
occupation, are added the kindl-
ing and inspiring excitement of
a struggle for national indepen-
dence—when the tocsin of liber-
ty sounds abroad, and is echoed
from city to city, from -State to
State, from the sea shore to the
mountain top, and rolls back
along the banks of a hundred
rivers to the sea again; when a
whole people are aroused to what
they believe, whether deceived
or otherwise, to be a righteous
struggle; and when the blood of
thousands of the noblest in the
land has cemented the ties of
their union, and consecrated the
cause for which they contend.—
But all this, however specious or
necessary it may seem, is noth- |

Jing in the kingdom of Christ;

terminate as the struggle may,
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that kingdom must remain un-
changed and unimpaired.

" But there are few that can
stand thisordeal. To multitudes
the spiritual nature of Christ’s
kingdom becomes lost sight of
and forgotten in presence of the
supposed dignity and necessity
of such a struggle; even chris-
tians may be greatly lowered in
the tone of their apprehension,
and it may become necessary to
dash to the ground all these
worldly and national aspirations
that the flock of Christ may,"'_not
| rash wholly out of the fold, and
become lost in the whirlpool of
earthly interests; and thus the
events of the present times are
calenlated powerfully to remind
us that Christ’s kingdom alone is
spiritual and pure, and all those
other stirring interests are but
of the ‘“‘earth, earthly.”

IV. It will be admitted, we
trust, that the times are calcula-
ted to teach us submission to
God. This is an essential ele-
ment of faith, especially of ri-
pened faith. It was this that
gave to Abraham that sublimity
of character that has constituted
him ““the father of the faithful.”

Dark was the hour when,
away from all the endearments of
home and kindred, and long and
loved associations, the voice of
Jehovah commanded his ser-
vant’s removal elsewhere, ‘he
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knew not whither, otherwise than
indicated in the words, ‘‘the
country that I shall shew thee;”
and darker still the hour when
all the hopes that afforded con-
solation to that exile, and all
the tender sympathies that link-
ed him to the son of his old age,
were to be rudely shattered in
the sacrifice by his own hand of
that beloved son. Yet he stood
that severe test; unhesitatingly
he followed Jehovah’s guidance
away from home and friends,
whither he knew not; meekly he
obeyed the solemn word that call-
ed for the sacrifice of his son, and
grasping the sacrificial knife he
ascends the mount where the
beloved Isaac is to die as a lamb
on the altar. We may be un-
able to make such lofty sacri-
fices as these, but we may strive
humbly to submit to the burthen
laid on us ; to loose property and
friends ; to cruel disappoinment
of mational hopes; to boding
fears for the future; and yet
know and triumph in the assur-
ance that God never leaves nor
forsakes those who trust in Him,
for

V. Trustin God is evidently

“one of the most important of the

lessons the times now indicate.
When all earthly trusts fail, then
is the loudest call to trust in
God ; they fail that we may trust
in Him. To a believer, all of
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life is planned by his Heavenly
Father ; his successes sanctified ;
his errors overraled. For God
is love, and the richest develop-
ment he condescends to make of
this blessed attribute is His love
for every soul that trusts in Him.
He loves as a father, a royal
parent of infinite wisdom and
power. How plain, when that
hope stands alone unobscured by
other inferior hopes, that this
always was the one thing needful.
How shall we now fail to trust in
God when earthly supports have
thus crumbled and failed ? This
is the langnage of the times, and
the solemn, precious lesson that
they teach. It were well, pos-
sibly, to withhold our thoughts
from any gloomy judgments on
the past.. We may examine our-
selves without any misinterpre-
tation of the acts of God. Ifwe
have been conscientious in the
course we assumed, let us not en-

tangle ourselves in needless self- -

reproach. Success is no proof of
the rectitude of human measures
—failure no evidence of their
error. “Might makes right”
with man, but not so with God.
The plainest human rights have
often been trampled on by pow-
er. ,If we were right in the
struggle just past, then God has
disappointed us to win us to a
holier struggle ; if we erred, He
will forgive, we believe, a con-
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scientious error, and will now
accept that happier trust in Him
for which the times so eloquent-
ly plead; and thus we shall ba
prepared

VL. To learn from them the
duty of renewed activity in the
cause of God. The clang of
arms and the bustle of warfare
have closed; that we may en-
gage, with renewed earnestness,
in the warfare against sin,
which was always our highest,
truest service. Let all the ac-
tivities of christian living and
christian  warfare revive.—
Cherish more than ever the Sab-
bath School. Frequent the
prayer meeting; it is Heaven’s
treasury. Forsake not the as-
sembling of yourselves to-
gether ; such gatherings are the
concentration of a divine force
against the power of the wicked
one. War, however necessary,
has far more in it of Satan than
of Christ ; let us now be dedica-
ted to a warfare in which Christ
is always present, is ““all in all,”
and in which victory is certain.
We are often reminded of the
activity of the adversary of |
souls. It is a good attribute, |
employed in a bad cause. We |
have seen it in blood and car-
nage, in rapine and desolation.
Let us imitate all that activity
without its crime, in a eause that
demands and will reward the
highest and most devoted human
efforts. “Seek first the king-
dom of God, and His righteous-
ness, and all needful things will
be added.” E. A. CRAWLEY.




THE SUNDAY-SCHOOL DEPARTMENT.

BeLovEp BRETHERN:

“The importance of Sunday
Schools to our Churches, and
the best method of conducting
them,”” is the subject on which
you have made it our duty, by
appointment, to prepare a circu-
lar to the churches composing
this Association.

The subject naturally clains
our attention, in the first place.
in regard to the

1. Importance of  Sundou
Schools to our churches.

Theadvantages of the Sunday
School cause to the rising gen-
eration, and its importance as a
means of enlightening and chris-
tianizing the world, are subjects
on which volumeg might be writ-
ten; but it is made our duty to
consider, briefly, the importance
of this institution to eur ckurch-
es. And itis hoped that our
churches, generally, have alrea-
dy awakened to such an appreci-
ation of its benefits a8 ‘o require
but little to be said 2g to ifs im
portance.

The importance of the Sunday
School cause to our churches
will appear if we consider it,

From the Minutes of the Broad-River Associatlon.

THE IMPORTANCE OF SUNDAY-8CHOOLS.

1. As an important means of
conversion.

It should be the prayer of eve-
ry ploug christian that God
would add to our churches “dai-
ly such as should be saved.”’-—
But we cannot expect the ans-
wer to this prayer unless we use
the means which God requires
of us. Teuching the nations—-
preaching the gospel to every
creature-—are the appointed
means.

As Baptists, we hold that ne
covenanted or family relation,
no degrec of human knowledge,
no mere historical faith in divine
trath can prepare us for rightful
membership in the kingdom of
Christ. Nothing but true econ-
version to God can make us fit.
materials for the temple of God
or the membership of a Baptist
churchi. Thiz being so, we are
bound to use every means which,
either directly or indirectly, will
lead to the conversion of the
dear, immortal souls under our
charge.

The great object of the Sumn-
day School is the conversion of |
souls. Asa means of imparting
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religious instruction and making
good impressions on the mind,
there is nothing, except the min-
istry, better adapted, under the
blessing of God, to lead the soul
to Jesus. The experience of
many churches which have sus-
tained good Sunday Schools will
testify that they are an import-
ant means of converting the
young. Revivalsin sush church-
es have sprung, generally, from
the Sunday School, and the con-
verts added to them have been
mostly from the same ranks.

2. Asan important means of
edification,

The Sunday School serves,
not only as a means of leading
the young io Jesus, and of their
conversion, but also as 2 means
of imparting to the young chris-
tian that divine truth and knowl-
edge which are necessary to his
usefulness and growth in grace.
It is impossible for any one to
honor the christian name “by a
well ordered life and a godly
conversation” who does not
know what the gospel requires
of him. If ignorant of the
truths, the laws, precepts and
examples of the holy scriptures,
he must necessarily walk in the
dark, and often stumbling and
falling, will bring disgrace on
the cause of Christ.
mentable fact that so few pro-
fessed christians, even among the
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truths for themselves.

It is a la- |

THE X PORTANCE OF SUNDAY-SCHOOLS.

Baptists, exhibit the truths of
the gospel in their daily walk.
It can be said of almost none in
our generation, they ‘are epis-
tles known and read of all men.”
Now, this ignorance of the scrip-
tures is doubtless the cause of
much of the inconsistency in the
lives of christians. While many
violate the truth and command-
ments of God willingly, many
others do the same through ig-
norance.

Now, if our churches would
all avail themselves of such a
mezns of instruction as will im-
pari a knowledge of the Bible
to the young and cause them “to
search the scriptures,” the Bap-
tists would soon appear as an
army, mighty in divine truth,
reflecting the “‘glorious gospel”
in their lives, and rapidly con-
quering the world. -

The Sunday School is just the
institution our churches need to
accomplish this end. In it the
Bible is taught—its truths ex-
plained and impressed on the
minds of the young. They thus
form a habit of searching the
scriptures, and deciding on their
There is
a great deal too much tradition
among the Baptists. We claim
the Bible and nothing but the
Bible, as our guide; and yet we
move around in the circle trod-
den by our forefathers, none en-
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quiring “Were the fathers in the

right way? The children follow
their parents and ministers.—
They seldom ask, “Do they fol-
low in the stepe of Christ and
the Apostles?” The Sunday
School, rightly appreciated and
conducted, would deliver ue from
this evil, by confirming the
young in the habit of reading
the Bible and deciding for ther.-
selves. Thus our churches
would be greatly improved.

3. As an tmportani means of
causing our churches to meet
every Sabbath for worship.

One of the defects of our
churches has long been that they

_do not meet every Lord’s day
for worship. The majority of
them meet only one Sabbath in
the month. Thus three, and
sometimes four Sabbaths in each
month are lost in regard to the

duty and improvement of the,

churches. In this we fail to fol-
low the examples of the Apos-
tolic churches which meet, as
they were commanded, on the
first day of each week for wor-
ship and instruction. The Sun-
day School is gradually deliver-
ing our churches from this sin of
“neglecting the assembling of
ourselves together.”

4. Ae an important meens of
bringing out the gifts and in-
creasing the laborers of our
churches.

19
The custom of monthly meet-
ings among our churches, their
failure to have regular prayer
meetings, and their lack of some
regular, <weekly means of in-
struction—all tend to smother
the talents and gifts of our
churches. But the Sunday
School opens a field in which all
may work with profit. The pi-
ous talents of male and female,
old and young, can find abun-
dant labor, and a fruitful harvest
in this vineyard of the Lord.
5..As an importont means of
spreading Beptist principles.
~Of all religious people, the
Baptists should be the moat zeal-
ous. We profess to believe and
practise the New Testament in
its Apostolic simplicity and puri-
ty. We are bound, therefore,
according to our boastings, to
be more zealous in spreading our
doctrines than those whose
claims are not so high. That
the Sunday School ecause will
advance our principles, will ap-
pear as & fact to any one who
will consider how effectually it
increages the laborers in our
churches, but more especially, if
he will think of the class of per-
sons who are instructed in this
institution. The Sunday School
begins withthe right persons at
the right time. It takes the ten-
der children and brings them to
Jesus. It feeds and nourishes
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the lambs of Christ’s little flock.
Thus it is a grand fulfilment of
the divine command, “Train up
a child in the way he should
2o, and when he is old, he will
net depart from it.”

Those who are best acquuint-
ed with the missionary work
among the heathen, tell us that
the most offectual method of
christianizing them is to begin
with their children and teach
them after the manner of Snn-
day Schools.

Now, dear brethren, if’ we see
and acknowledge the importance
of Sunday Schools as & means of
the conversion of our children,
the upbuilding of our church
members in grace and the knowl-
edge of Christ, the tmprovement
of our churches in regard to
their times of worship, increas-
ing the number of laborers in
the gospel field, and the rapid
spread of the gospel, or Baptist
doctrines, throughout the world
~—then let no true Baptist fail
to give a warm heart and a help-
ing hand to the great sause of
Sunday Schools in our churches.

Let us copsider, in the sorond
place,

1L “The best method of romn-
ducting Sunday Schools.”

In this division of our subjees,
we will begin with some sugges-
tions in regard to the starting
and the organizing of & Sunday
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School. We will suppose that a
Sunday School is to be organi-
zed in « certain church. The
pastor, or some one else, desi-
rous of getting up the School,
will, 4t ence, begin to visit the
families in the neighborhood and
talk to them privately. Speak
of the advantages of such an in-
stituiion, and solicit the aid of
the most talented and influential
persons. He will apypeal to the
mothers and sisters for their as-
sistance, and not fail to interest
the minds of the children in be-
half of the School.

When it has been generally

known in the neighborhood that

» Sunday School is to be organ-
ized, let it be publicly snnounc-
ed, and the day appointed to be-
gin. Let the church, and espe-
cially the parents, be exhorted
to come and bring their children
on that day. The pastor, or
some onc else, should have an
address ready against the ap-
pointed day, which will show the
benefits of the Sunday Sechool
cause, and enlist in its favor as
many a¢ possible. On this oc-
cagion, the speaker should not
fall to direct many of his remarks
to the children. They love to
know that the Sunday Schoo! is
intended especially for them.—-
Let them be sdddressed in this
manner :
 Children, you

sometimes
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think that few persons care any-
thing for children. You know
that your fathers and mothers
love you--that your sisters and
brothers care for you. But you
sometimes conclude that no one
else regards your welfare. But,
children, . you are very much
mistaken in this. Other people
love you. Jesus, your dear Sa-
viour, the best of all men, loves
little children. When on earth,
he said “Suffer little children,
and forbid them not to come
unto me ; for of such is the king-
dom of Heaven.” Why, all
good people love children. A
great many wise and good men
love you. They have made many
good little books for children.—
They have instituted the Sun-
day School for children. Oh!
how much they love you, chil-
{ dren, or they would not have
done so much for you. I love
yeu, children, and all these per-
sons present love you; and we
have met here to-day to show
cur affection for you in planting
a Sunday School for yow. It
shall be the children’s school,
where they shall meet, and sing,
and pray, and learn of Jesus.”

1f the children are thus point-
«dly and pleasingly addressed,
1t has & wonderful effect in be-
half of the school, not only in
the minds of the children, but
also in the minds of the parents.
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And let it here be remarked that,
unless the children are kept in-
terested in the school, it will be
a failure.

After this address is over,
others might be invited to add
words of encouragement, and
thus show their interest in the
work. This done, the school is
ready to begin. Let it be re-
membered that it is best always
to have, if possible, a supply of
Sunday School books to give to
the classes as soon as formed.

In organizing the school, the
first and most important work
is to choose a superintendant.
Nothing will more certainly se-
cure the success of the school
than to get the right kind of a
person for this office. The su-
perintendent should be a person
deeply' interested in the work,
with a capacity to please as well
a8 instruct the children, and full
of pious zeal and energy. Itis
best to appoint an assistant su-
perintendent, so that there might
always be one or the other pres-
ent to conduct the exercises.—-
The school should never meet
without one of them, if he ean
possibly attend.

The superintendens should
now separate the children inte
classes numbering from four ic
eight. He will then assign
teachers to each class. Of course
the best informed, most pious,
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energetic, and punctual persons
will be chosen for teachers.

The two most important class-
es are the Bible class and the
Infant class. The older and
more advanced members of the
school should be formed into a
Bible class. Some person who
is well informed in the scrip-
tures, or at least who will inform
himself, and is apt to teach,
should be assigned to this class
as teacher. The very little chil-
dren, from two to six years old,
should be formed into a class,
and some female, capable of
teaching little ones, should be
assigned to it as teacher. This
is, indeed, the most important
class in the school. Many per-
sons know not what to do with
the little children who cannot
read. They regard them in the
way at Sunday School. This
infant class, if properly taught,
will advance more rapidly than
any other. Just think how much
children learn the first four years
of their life. And the most of
this they learn from hearing
others, talk. Some learned men
have said that the character of
a person is generally formed
against he is four years old.—
"The teacher of this class should
be able to instruct the children
by lecturing them. More time
| should be spent in teaching them

'l the knowledge of God and Jesus,
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and other Bible truths, than in
trying to teach them spelling
books. There can now be ob-
tained infant question books
suitable for such a class. With
the aid of this a competent teach-
er will advance the children sur-
prisingly.

It it supposed that the school
is thoroughly organized at this
first meeting, that all have
prayerfully consecrated them-
selves to the work, that the les-
sons have been assigned amd
will be studied during the next
week, and on the following Sab-
bath day they will assemble with
joyful hearts to praise God and
learn of Jesus.

The following is a suitable
plan for the exercises of Sunday
Schools in our country church-
es:

OPEN AT 9 o’cLock, A. M.—
Crose ar 11.
EXERCISES.

1. Sing some hymn in which all

can join.
2. Read a portion of scripture.
3. Offer up a short prayer.
4. Teachers hear their classes.
5. Addresses or remarks to en-
courage the school.
6. General exercises in singing.
7. Dismiss with short prayer or
benediction.

That a Sunday School may
prosper and continue, it is im-
portant not to have the exerci-
cises too long. A session of two
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hours is long enough for any
school. When the exercises are
| too long the children become
wearied, and soon feel an incli-
nation to spend the Sabbath in
| some other way. Ir Spring 9
o’clock ; and in winter 10, in the
morning, is a convenient hour to
open. Singing seems to be the
first and most natural exercise
in opening. The hymn should
| be adapted to children and such
as ig easily sung by them. A
number of such can be found
in the Sunday Schocl Hymn
Books. The reading should con-
sist of a portior of seripture not
exceeding thirty verses. The
New Testament should be read
connectedly in these opening
exercises. Beginning at the
first of one of the Four Gospels,
it should be read through. The
whole school may read with the
superintendent, he reading the
first verse and the school next.
Suppose the scripture to be read
| is the third chapter of Matthew,
1| the superintendent reads, 1 “In
| those days came John the Bap-

tist, preaching in the wilderness

of Judea,” whole school reads,

2 “And saying, repent ye, for

the kingdom of heaven is at

hand.” Where most of the chil-

-dren have Testaments, this mode
of reading best secures their at-

tention.
The prayer should be short
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and appropriate to the occasion.
It should consist of thanks to
God for the many advantages
the young have of obtaining re-
ligious knowledge, with petitions
for divine aid to make the gos-
pel the power of God unto the
salvation of those who receive
it. Children, feeling no interest
in long and inappropriate
prayers, lose their patience and
become restless.

The prayer ended, the super-
intendent announces that the
teachers will now hear their class-
es, on which they begin their
work. It is supposed that the
classes have well prepared their
lessons during the previous week.
If so, the teacher will have only
to hear them recite and impart
oral instruction. Many teach-
ers think that, when they have
heard their classes recite their
lessons, their work is done ; but
this is not all of their business.
The teacher should become a
kind of a preacher to his class.
Having carefully prepared his
mind for the occasion, he should
lecture the children by way of
explaining the lesson and im-
pressing its truths on the mind
of each child. He should cause
the class to commit to memory
important parts of the Bible,
such as the Lord’s prayer, the
Ten Commandments, and many
of the Psalms.of David. He
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should talk to them about sin
and salvation through the blood
of Christ, about repentance,
faith and baptism. He would do
well to tell them of Abel and
Cain, Noah and Lot, all the
Patriarchs, Prophets and Apos-
tles, and dwell much on the char-
acter and life of our Saviour.—
The children should be required
to memorize a hymn every week.
If the teacher will be careful to
impart such truths as the above,
he will have the pleasure of see-
ing his class grow in religious
knowledge, and, under the bles-
sing of God, become meet for
the kingdom of heaven.

After the time allotted for the
teachers is over, it is well for
the superintendent, or some one
else, on each meeting of the
school, to make a short address,
or remarks not only to instruct,
but to encourage the school. In
these remarks, he should refer
to the rules of good behavior,
censure or praise the children
for bad or good conduct, speak
of the flourishing or declining
condition of the school, and stim-
ulate the children to greater
zeal in behalf of the Sunday
School.  Anecdotes from the
Bible, or elsewhere, should be
related to please and impress
the children with truth. Sup-
pose that the superintendent tell
the children that on the next

NN

Sabbath he will relate the story
of “Samuel annointing the son
of Jesse to be king in Israel.”
Next Sabbath arrives and the
children are anxious to hear the
story. The speaker begins thus :

.“Children, there was a time
when God determined to have a
new king to rule over His peo-
ple, the Jews. He told the old
prophet Samuel to go down to
Bethlehem and annoint one of
the song cf Jesse to be king.
Samuel filled his horn with oil
and went. When he got there,
he told Jesse to gather up all’
his sons and come up to the
place of sacrifice. Jesse took

all his sons, except the youngest,

and went. When he got to the
place where the prophet was,
Samuel looked at one of the boys,
a tall, fine looking fellow, and
said surely thisis the one, “the
Lord’s annointed.” But he was
mistaken; and God reproved
Samuel for judging according to
outward appearance and not ac-
cording to the heart. Jesse
then sent another son before the
prophet ; and he was rejected.
He passed a third before Samu-
uel; and he was rejected, also.
Thus he caused seven sons, all
that he brought, to pass before
the man of God; but none of
them would do. The prophet

‘then said to Jesse, ‘Are these

all thy children 2’ Jesse said,
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no; there remaineth yet one
more, the youngest, a little lad,
whom I left at home to mind the
sheep. Samuel said, ‘Go and
bring him.” Jesse went and
brought the lad. Now, he was
a pretty, little, rosy-cheeked
boy. And the Lord said unto
the prophet, ‘this is the one.—
Arise and annoint him.” Now,
children, thislittle annointed one
was king David.

“Children, when I think of

Jesse’s leaving his little son at’

home to mind the sheep, while he
took the larger ones to the place
of worship, it brings to mind
those parents who send their
larger children to Sunday
School, and leave the little ones
at home. Little David was the
very one whom God desired to
meet at the place of worship.—
So the little children are those
whom Jesus wishes to be brought
to him. They are the very ones
whom we wish to annoint as
Sunday School scholars.”

The last exercise is that of
singing, than which there is none
more important. Singing, such
agd is adapted to children, is the
very life of a Sunday School.—
About a half an hour, just be-
fore the school is dismissed,
ghould be spent in singing.

CONCLUSION.

We will, in conclusion, men-

tion & few other things which
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are necessary to the prosperity
of a Sunday School. It is very
important that persons should
rightly understand the true na-
ture of Sunday Schools. We
sometimes hear persons speak-
ing of the utility of these schools
in the following manner: I
am glad you expect to get up a
Sunday School here. My chil-
dren have never had the chance
to go school much ; but now I
can send them, and they will
get learning without any cost.”
Now, it is wrong to regard the
Sunday School as a means of
obtaining worldly wisdom only.
It is sinful—it is making a sec-
ular use of, and breaking the
holy Sabbath to use it for this
purpose. God will not prosper a
school of this kind. Z%e great
design of the Sunday School i3
to impart religious truth, and
be a means of converting the
souls of our children. They
should be taught to spell and
read in our Sunday Schools; but
only as a means of their conver-
sion.

Itis all important that the
minister, who is the supply or
pastor of the church, should take
much pains to encourage and-
prosper the Sunday School.—
We have asked preachers if they
had Sunday Schools in all their
churches, when the reply was,
“I do not know.” Now, this
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want' of interest in the welfare
of children and the Sunday
School cause, is a grievous fault
in our pastors. They ought to
watch over and feed the lambs.
It is the duty of each pastor. to
organize and encourage a Sun-
day School in each of his church-
es. If he cannot attend oftener,
he can, at least, cheer the school
by his presence, his smiles and
kind word, on his regular days
for preaching. Let him meet
early on these Sunday mornings,
and go round and shake hands
with the teachers and children,
dropping sweet words as he goes,
and it will inspire the whole
school with new life.

It is very important to the
prosperity of a Sunday School
that the parents take a deep in-
| terest in its welfare. Many of
them can become teachers.—
Others who cannot, will be able
to aid their children at home in
They
will also go as often as possible
with their children, and thus be
of great benefit to the cause.

AN AANAAANANAAAAAANNANANANNANANANAA,

THE IMPORTANCE OF SUNDAY SCHOOLS.

The Sunday School is the off-
spring of the church ; it, there-
fore, becomes all the members to
give their influence in its behalf.
It should be an object of their
prayers. They should remem-
ber that this and all other hu-
man means will be in vain with-
out the blessing of God.

. Itis quite a hindrance to the
Sunday School cause, that many
of our schools discontinue during
the winter. If a convenient
room, which can be warmed, is

.attainable, there is no good rea-

son for suspending during cold
weather. Children will spend
the coldest Sabbaths out-doors
if left at home. They go to
school during the week in cold
weather—why not’ to the Sun-
day School? It is better to
continue during the winter with
only a few, than to encounter
all the difficulties of a new begin-
ning every spring, or the danger
of the school never rising. Let
all our schools make the experi-
ment during the coming winter.
a.




DUTIES AND ENCOURAGEMENTS OF THE 8. 8. TEACHER.

In a prize essay on Sabbath
Schools, by elder G. B. Taylor,
we see the duties and encourage-
ments of the Sabbath School
teacher 8o well discussed, that we
insert it in our periodical, and
recommend it to. the Sunday
School teachers who are anxious-
ly enquiring for light and en-

“couragement in their work:

“We like to regard the teach-
er as the pastor of his class.
Certainly we think of no duty
incumbent upon a pastor which
does not devolve upon the teach-
er in his sphere. We take it
that the first duty of a newly
settled minister is to become ac-
quainted with his flock; to know
the names, the faces, the resi-
dences, and, as far as possible,
the characters of those whom he
is to serve. To this end, he
provides himself with a list of
their names and residences ; he
visits them and encourages them
to visit him. Nor is he satisfied
with that -acquaintance which
results from a single interview.
It is the business of his whole
pastoral career to know his peo-
ple, to know them as individu-
als, that he may be able to
sympathize with them and pro-
vide them instruction adapted to
their necessities—to secure their
confidence and affection ; that he

may be able to influence them
and do them good. All this is
the duty no less of a Sabbath
School teacher to his class. He
should know his scholars, their
names, faces and characters,
and visit them at their homes,
not merely when they are ab-
sent from school, but at other
times, and for the sake of secur-
ing that affection which is the
surest avenue for the exertion
of a good influence. He should
know them when he meets them
on the street or on the road,
and should never fail to stop for
a kind encouraging word. He
should manifest a lively sympa-
thy for them, in all their pur-
suits and difficulties. In short,
he should be—and he would
then be krown to be, in every
sense, a warm friend. Possess-
ed of this character and reputa-
tion, his influence over his schol-
ars would be well nigh irresist-
ible, and might, under the bless-
ing of God, be used in bringing
them to Christ.

. It is generally, and very prop-
erly regarded the duty of the
christian pastor, punctually to
occupy his pulpit, and to come
always prepared to address his
congregation. It would be
deemed the worst of folly for a
man recklessly to disappoint his
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people by failing to preach, or
for him to eome without previous
study, trusting entirely to what
might occur to him on the occa-
sion. Not all other excellencies
could long save such a man from
the neglect which he would so
richly deserve. But is the Sab-
bath School teacher under much
less obligation to be punctual in
attendance, and to prepare for
teaching his class? Does not
he, cqually with the minister,
assume to be a religious instruc-
tor ? If the obligation be less
in degree, is it not, at least, sim-
ilar in kind? Nor is fidelity less
obligatory, because the service
is gratuitous. Legally, we know
a contract in which there is no
consideration, is not binding ;
but, morally, the voluntary as-
sumption of any office, imposes
an obligation to fidelity, which
pecuniary considerations could
scarcely enhance. The Sabbath
School teacher, then, should re-
gard it not merely as a matter
of expediency, but of solemn
duty, punctually to fulfill his en-
gagements with his class. He
should be always &t his post, and
always there in time. Thus
would he attest his interest in
his work, and afford a suitable
example to those who naturally
look up to him. When com-
pelied to be absent, he should, if
possible, secure a substitute, or

PN

at least, communicate to his class
and to the superintendent, the
fact of his unavoidable deten-
tion. In like manner, he should
by suitable study, prepare for
communicating the instruction
he professes to give. It is, per-
haps, a natural, but it is certain-
ly a very great mistake, to sup-
pose that youth, and especially
children, can be interested and
instructed, without previous pre-
paration, better than grown peo-
ple could be; just the reverse is
true. In some sense, and to
some good degree, adequately
to interest the young, requires
more talent and effort than to
perform the same service for the
old. And he cannot be, in the
highest sense, a successful Sun-

" day School teacher, who does

not, both with all needful helps
and pains-taking, study the les-
son, and, besides, exert himself
to find subjects of interest to
present to his class. We are
quite well aware that we are but
making particular application of
a principle of universal applica-
bility, that there is no excellence
without labor, no high success
without attention and anxious
effort. 'We remember to have
seen one of Punch’s pictures
which struck us as not without
deep significance. An “exqui-
site”” has just turned from his
glass with his cravat exquisitely
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tied. His companion surveys
him with adwmiring attention,
when the following dialogue en-
sues: “Tom, how do you get
such atie?” “Why, the fact is,
Bill, you see, I give my whole
mind to it.” ~Yes, truly, there
is nothing we do, from tieing a
cravat up to teaching a Sabbath
School class, in which we can
hope to succeed, unless, for the
time, we give our whole mind to

“1t.

Let, then, the Sabbath School
teacher make it a matter of con-
science to prepare to instruct
and interest his class. Let him
not only answer and explain the
questions in the question-book,
(which it is taken for granted he
uses) but let him add questions
of his own, and encourage his
scholars to ask him questions.—
To do this, he must use his Bible
Dictionary, Commentary, his
Biblical Atlas, and, perhaps,
frequently resort to his pastor.
He must take time and trouble
—he must give his mind to the
work of preparation—must seek
light from above. Let him also,
fired with the desire of commu-
nicating instruction, exert him-
self during the session of the
school, to interest his class; dis-
carding every thought of ennui,
every feeling of sloth, and using
all earnestness and vivacity of
manner, occupy all the time al-

lotted for the exercise. If he
will do this, he will find a rich
reward in the pleasure of the
work itself, in the benefit secured
to his own mind, and in that con-
ferred on his scholars.

But the main duty of the
christian pastor, the one to which
all others are subservient, is to
watch for souls—to watch .for
them as one that must give ac-
count. To this end, he visits;
to this end he delivers divine
truth from the sacred desk. And
shall the Sabbath School teacher
aim at less than this? Of what
avail is it that a routine of exer-
cises be mechanically pursued—
nay, that the Sabbath morning
be pleasantly spent—nay, even
that much wholesome instruction
be conveyed, if the hearts of the
scholars remain unaffected, and
their souls unsaved? O!no;
the end is the conversion and
the salvation of the scholars.—
With nothing short of this then, |
should the Sabbath School teach-
er be satisfied. At this, then,
he should aém. Men rarely do
great good by accident. This
may sometimes be the case, but
the rule is that men do what
they intend and directly attempt.
The laws which pertain to cause
and effect, hold as truly and as
much in religion as in worldly
things. If the teacher really
seeks the conversion of those
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committed to his charge, he will
use the divinely appointed means
for securing this blessed result.
He will deal not in mere gener-
alities, but will bring the funda-
mental truths of the gospel fre-
quently to the view of his class.
He will press these truths earn-
estly upon their hearts. He will
address them individually about
their souls, and tenderly and ur-
gently warn them to flee from
the wrath to come, and to seek
theblessed Saviour. Above all,
conscious that converting power
is lodged with God alone, he will
often and fervently pray that
that power may be exerted on
his scholars. He who thus feels
and thus acts, may hope not only
to have an intelligent, affection-
_ate group of scholars, but, with
the blessing of God, to make
them wise unto salvation, and
loving disciples of the Lord Jesus.

We have thus spoken of the
teacher as the pastor of his class.
But there are other relations
which the teacher sustains, which
have no analogous ones in the
position of a pastor. We mean
the relations to the other teach-
ers and to the superintendent of
the schools. Wemay very brief-
ly say all that is needful on this
point. The teachers, being en-
gagedin 4 common work, should,
of course, co-operate, as far as

possible, with each other. They :

should also co-operate with the
superintendent in all his plans,
for the conduct of the school,
paying due deference to the au-
thority which belongs to him
from his official station. This
last is exceedingly important to
the good order of the school,
since the scholars are apt to im-
itate the teachers in this re-
spect.”

If there are any encourage-
ments to sweeten the labors of
the faithful pastor, then, as the
office of the Sunday School
teacher is similar to that of the
pastor, their encouragements are
of the same kind. The faithful
pastor i encouraged to labor on
patiently waiting for his reward,
which is nothing less than the
souls of his congregation. He
S0WS in tears, expecting to reap
in joy. He strives to turn
many to righteousness, remem-
bering the divine promise, “They
that be wise shall shine as the
brightness of the firmament ;
and they that turn many to right-
eousness, as the stars for ever
and ever.” The faithful teacher
may look for the same reward in
glory.

e ——
W hat are a2nother’s thoughts to me ?
[’m not a vulture’s bill

T'o peck at every flaw I ske,
And make it wider still.

I is enough for me to know
I’ve follies of my own,

And on my heart my care bestow.
And let my friends alone.
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Our First Number.

Owing to circumstances. which
we could not control, we were
not able to get out the first num-

ber of the MESSENGER in Janu-’

ary. Our first Volume com-
meénces with April ; and and we
now send out the first number
to our subscribers, and others.
We have gone to some expense
to get out the periodical in good
style. We hope that our friends
will forward us the subscription
price as soon as convenient.

The terms which we at first
advertised were ONE DoLrar for
six months, in specie. We have
since concluded to change the
terms to Two DoLLars, in
“Greenbacks,” for the year.—-
Those who subscribed for six
months can have the Messenger
for twelve months, by sending
us Two Dollars in currency, orits
equivalent in specie. But if
they desire it only for six
months, they will please send
us One Dollar in specie or its
equivalent in currency.

‘Who will help us ?

In whatever business we en-
gage, we are more or less depen-
dent on our friends for aid and
success.  Editors, probably,
stand in greater need of good
working friends than any other
class of men.

We are not vain enough to
think that every Baptist will be-
come a subscriber, or that every
subscriber will exert himself in
our behalf ; but we do think that
all true lovers of our cause will
breathe a desire for our success,
and that the most of our friends
will do what they can for us.
Will not each subscriber send us
ten names ?

We have always found the sis-
ters to be our most efficient
friends. When they undertake
a good cause, owing to their in--
fluence, they are apt to succeed.

-Many of our earliest subscribers

are females; and we, therefore,
expect much assistance from our
sisters. Shall we be disappoint-
ed?

From our beloved brethren
in the ministry, we may reason-
ably anticipate much help. We
desire their aid in two ways.

We hope they will do all in
their power to assist us in rai-
sing our subscription list beyond
the possibility of failure or loss
on our part.

But we desire our brother
ministers to contribute to the
reading matter of our Messen-
ger. We want articles on such
subjects as these, viz: “The Du-
ties of Pastors to their Church-
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es;” “The Duties of Churches
to their Pastors;” “The Duty
of Deacons;” “The Duties of
females in our Churches;” a
series of letters to Ministers con-
taining suggestions as to the
means of their improvement and
greater usefulness im the min-
istry.

We also desire articles on the
history of Sabbath Schools ; the

nature and utility, as well as the

method of conducting these in-
stitutions; the qualifications and
duties of Sunday School teach-
ers and superintendents; and
any thing which will .interest
and instruct CHILDREN in the
truths and morals of the Bible.
We will be happy to receive
from pastors, and superinten-
dents of Sabbath Schools, ac-
counts of revivals and the con-
dition of their Sunday Schools.
Beloved Brethren, let not your
pens lie idle while the people are
perishing for lack of knowledge.

Weo send Specimen

Numbers of the Sunday Sehool
Messenger to many of the reli-
gous newspapers and periodi-
cals. of the country; and to the
secular papers of the State, and
thereby earnestly solicit an ex-
change with each.

The Editor will be
Responsible for all articles

over the signature, @

EDITOR’S DEPARTMENT,
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All Communications

Intended for the Messenger,
should be addressed, ‘“Sunday
School Messenger, Yorkville, S.
C., care of Capt. L. M. GrisT.

‘We have solicited
The following eminent per-
sons to hecome contributors to

~our Messenger, viz : Rev. C. H.

Spurgeon, of London; Dr.
Richard Fuller, of Baltimore;
Dr. Jeter, of Richmond, Va.;
Dr. E. A. Crawley, of Nova
Scotia ; Dr. Richard Furman, of
Sumter, S. C.; Rev. J. M. C.
Breaker,jof Spartanburg, S. C.;
Dr. J. C. Furman, James P.
Boyce, B. Manly, Jr., William
Williams, J. A. Broadus, Prof.
P. C. Edwards, and Col. C. J.
Elford, of Greenville, S. C.;
Dr. J. L. Reynolds, of Colum-
bia, 8. C.; and a number of oth-
ers. '

Recelpts for the S. 8. Messenger.

The following persons have
paid, in specie, their subscrip-
tions for six months, from 1st of
April to 1st of October, 1866,
viz:

Mrs. M. N. McAfee, $1; Mrs.

Nancy A. White, $1; Moses T. |.

Faris, $1; Miss Martha A. Love,
$1; Deacon A. C. Biggers, $1;
Miss C. A. Biggers, $1; of

. Clark’s Fork, S. C.

Mrs. Mary Whisonant, An-

| tioch, 8. C.,-$1.




CIRCULAR.

My CurisTIAN FRIENDS: I have commenced the publication of
a monthly periodical, to be known as the BAPTIST CHURCH
AND SUNDAY SCHOOL MESSENGER. It will contain a
Church Department, in which will be set forth the principles and
practice of the Baptists, and a Sunday School Department, which
will advocate the importance of Sunday Schools in our Churches,
impart such information as may be useful to Superintendents and
Teachers of these institutions, and furnish reading matter which
will interest and instruct children in religious knowledge.

I am securing able writers to contribute to the reading matter of
my MESSENGER, and will strive to make it a periodical of the
first class. . ;

¥ address you, dear friends, and ask your assistance in this en-
terprise, which has for its object the advancement of Baptist prin-
ciples and pure Christianity. On the efforts which my friends
make in my behalf, depends my success. Will you be so kind as
to raise me a list of subscribers, and forward it as soon as conven-
sent ? If you get ten subscribers, you shall have the MESSEN-
GER gratis, for one year. The terms are, in advance,

Single copy, 12 months......cccceviiniiiiiinninnnnn. $ 2 00
Eleven copies,..cooevveiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieieninrncneinnn 20 00
' TILMAN R. GAINES,

Yorkville, S. C.
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