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M I :N TJ '1, E S. 

THURSDAY, September 1, 1870. 
The South Distt·ict Association of Baptist Churches in Illinois, convened with 

ihe Collinsville Church, in Madison county, in its Fiftieth Annual Session, at 2 
o'clock, P. M. · 

Elder SILVER being absent, the Introductory Sermon was preached by his 
alternate, Elder CYRUS. TnoMAs, Belleville, Ill., from the words: "One Lord, 
one Faith, one Baptism," Eph. iv. 5. . . 

Elder DEPPE, former Moderator, called the Association to order for the trans
action of business. 

On motion, the rules of order were suspended to allow Rev. I. S. MAHAN, 
Agent American Baptist Home Mission Society, and General Associ<Ltion, who 
had but a short time to remain, an opportunity to present the cause of" Home 
Missions." · 

The letters from the Churches were then read, showing statistics, &c. (iilee 
\able). . 

Election of officers: Elder T. '\V. B. DAWSON elected Moderator, and M. W. 
WEIR, Clerk. 

Reading Constitution and Rules of Order by the Clerk. 
The following committees were then appointed, viz : 
On Religious Exercises, Deacons of the Collinsville Church. To arrange, di

gest and prepare business for the Association: Bros. J. M. Cochran, L. W. Scan
land, Louis Holcomb, W. S. Post and Lyman Barber. On Family Worship, 
Bros. Scanland and Post. On Temperance, Bro. Dep'pe. On Home l'riissions, 
Post and Cochran. On Foreign Missions, Bro. Whitlock. On Observance of 
lhe Sabbath, Bros. Ross, Cochran and Roach, On Periodicals, Bro. Thomas. 
On Obituaries, Bros. Post and Thomas. On Benevolent Contributions, Btoe. 
Wiggins and Sylvester Lemen. 

An invitation being given to new Churches to unite with this body, the New 
Silver Creek Church applied for membership, and was received, the Moderator 
extending hand of fellowship to the delegates of said Church. (Subsequently 
\he High Prairie Church applied for membership and was also received). 

The Committee on Religious Exercises reported preaching to-night by Rev. 
G. J. JoHNSON, Dist. Sec. Am. Bap. Publication Society; prayer meeting at 8 
o'clock, to-morrow ml!lrning, and preaching to-morrow at 11 o'clock, by Rev. 
W. B. PosT, D. D. After which the AssoCiation adjourned to meet at 8 o'cloclt 
in the morning for prayer, and at 9 o'clock, for the further transaction of busi-
lleli!s. · 

FRIDAY }!ORNING, 9 o'clock. 
Praye1· by Bro. Pos'l'. 
Hinutes of previous session read and approved. 
The Committee on Home Missions submitted the following report: 
Ruglved, That we approve the plan of co-operation between the American Baptist Home 

lli.leion Society and the Illinois Bapti~t General Association, and rejoice in the successful 
werk -of missions which they are carrying on, especially in Southern ·Illinois. 



2 SOUTH DISTRICT ASSOCIATION. 

Resolved, That a Board of :Missions, consisting of one p~rson from each church in the Ass_o
ciation be appointed who shall haye the charge of ra1smg funds for the support of a mis
sionary withm the bounds of this Association, and ~h~ shall )>e empowered to secure _and 
support a missionary, in connection with the Home MISSIOn SoCiety _and General~ssoclat10n, 
if practicable to labor at such points as shall be thought best by said Board. 

Resolved, That we recommend each chur~h to ma!<e R!J- earnest e:trort, on a day to be eet 
apart for the purpose, to secure a contributiOn for this ObJect from every m~m~er. . 

Resolwd, That--__ be appointed a member of the Board of the Illmois Baptist Gen-
eral Association. 

Report accepted, and committee discharged. 
:Moved that the resol~tions in said Report be acted upon one by one. Carried. 
After thorough discussion, the resolutions were adopted one by one-then 

the Report as a whole. The blank in the last resolution was filled by a vote of 
the Association with the name of Elder J. M. CocHRAN. 

The Board provided for in second of above resolutions, was then appointed 
as follows, viz : 

From Belleville Church, Elder Thomas : Bethel Church, Levi Piggott : ·Col
linsville Church, L. W. Scanland : Freeburg Church, Louis Holcomb : Oak Hill 
Church, Elder Cochran : Pleasant Ridge Church, Elder Ross: Red Bud Church, 
J. Lauer: Troy Church, Eld. Dawson: New Silver Creek Church, Eld. Deppe: 
O'Fallon Church, G. W. Darrow: w·aterloo Church, E. P. Slate. 

(The said Board was instructed to hold a meeting as soon as practicable dur
ing the session of this Association, to appoint an Executive Committee. 

The said Board met at 3 o'clock, P.M., organized by electing Elder DAWSON, 
chairman, and Elder CocHRAN, secretary. 

Moved that an Executive Committee of five be appointed, with discretionary 
powers, three of whom shall constitute a quorum to do business, to carry out 
the instructions of the Board. Carried. 

Cyrus Thomas, G. W. Darrow, J. M. Cochran, W. D. Ross and Lewis Scan
land, were elected said committee. Moved that said committee be instructed 
to ~rocure the services of a 1vlissionary, if possible, and1 if practicable, in con
nection with the Home Mission Society, and the Illinois General Association. 
Carried. 

Board adjourned to meet at Oak Hill, on the last Saturday in September, at 
10 o'clock, A. M.) 

The Committee on Benevolent Contributions submitted the following report : 
'• That all general recommendations of this Association haYe heretofore failed for want 

of ~ystem; your committee therefore recommend that quarterly collections be taken for cer
tain specified objects, and that each church in this Association, at its next monthly meeting, 
enter the following resolution on its records : Resolved, That this church take up quarterly 
collections for the following benevolent objects, viz : The Sabbath School connected with 
this chnrc~; the Home ~is~ion So~iety for the State of Illinois; the Foreign Mission. Society, 
and the Bible and Publtcat10n Society; and that notice of one or more weeks be gtven pre
vious to said collections. 'l'hat a report of said collections be rendered to the subsequent ' 
session of this Association." 

Report accepted and the committee discharged, and, on motion, the report 
was adopted. 

The Committee on the Observance of the Sabbath submitted the following 
report: 

"That the desecration of the Sabbath is one of the greatest moral evils with which we have 
to contend; that as ministers and laity we ought kindly to rebuke this evil whenever we have 
occasion so to do; and that as social visits made on the Sabbath, or conversations on wot·ldly 
themes, are violations of the sacredness of that day, we ought to abstain from those prac
tices ourselves, and discolll'agethem in others. That we recommend that every pastor preach 
at least one sermon a year on the proper observance of that day.'' 

Report accepted and committee discharged, and, on motion, the re11ort was 
adopted. . 

Viaiting brethren were invited to take seats in the Association ; invitation 
accepted by Bro. Badgley, of Apple Creek Association. 

Elder J. M. CoCHRAN then read to the Association a history of the Bethel 
Church, prepared by himself. Referred to a committee composed of Bros, 
CoCHRAN and PosT, to abridge for publication in the Minutes. (See page 9.) 
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The hour for preaching having arrived, Rev. W. S. PosT, D. D., delivered a 
discourse from John iii. 7, "Except a man be born again he cannot see the 
kingdom of God." 

.The Committee on Temperance submitted the following report : 
"That temperance is the fruit of the spirit, (Gal. v., 22-23) and therefore every christian 

ahould be temperate in all· his words and actions. That christians should abstain from the 
use of intoxicating drinks as a beverage, and also from ~he use of tob.acco .. We are the 
Lord's, having been bought by the precious blood of Christ, and our time, mlluence and 
money should all be used to honor onr Master, and to do good to our fellow man. That we 
liave no right to spend money for that which does no good, still less for intoxicating drinks 
and tobacco, which are productive of so much evil. •' 

Report accepted and committee discharged, and, on motion, the report waB 
adopted. · 

On motion, Association adjourned till4 o'clock this afternoon. 

~ ~'· 
)linutes of previous se~ion read and approved. 

FRIDAY, 4 o'clock, P.M. 

The· Committee on Obituaries submitted the following rep·ort, which was ttl(!!!!'! 
adopted, and ordered to be printed in the minutes : ~ 

Elder JAKES LEMEN was the third son of Rev. James and Catharine Lemen, who emigrated " 
from Virginia to Illinois in 1786. 'l'hey were the parents of six sons and two daughters, all 
of whom attached themselves to the Baptist Church. J<'our of the sons were active ordained 
ministers of the gospel. Elder James Lemen was born in Illinois October 8th, 1787. He 
was the second white child born of American parents in the territory, Enoch Moore bein_g 
the first. Elder Lemen made a profession of religion about the age of twenty, and immedi-
ately commenced preaching; but he did not attach himself to the church tlll he had fully 
made up his mind what course to pursue. He then united with the only Baptist Church at 
that time in the Territory of Illinois, viz: New Design. He was ordaiuetl by this church to 
the work of the gospel ministry. In 1809 he, in connection with Elder John Baugh, consti-
tuted what was then called Cautine Creek (now Bethel) Ghnrch. Elder Lement·emained tt 
member of this church to the time of his death-over sixty years. I<' or most of this time he 
was an active, efficient minister of the gospel, traveling far and wide, organizing and build-
in~ up churches, an<llaboring with marked success in the work of his Divine "laster, in Illi-
nois, Mi;souri and other Western States. Elder Lemen's father was the first person baptized 
by immersion in Illinois. He assisted at· his own fttther's ordination. He preached his 
father's funeral sermon. His brother Joseph preached that of their mother. For the last 
few yeara his health was such that he was conliu"d almost entirely to his rooms at home. In 
the twenty-sixth year of his age, December 8th, lSI:J, he was married to Polly Pulliam. 
'l'hey were the parents of eleven children-six of whom arc in the ''!Jetter laud,'' and five, 
to~ethet· with the bereaved mother and widow, are left to mourn the los~ of their best earthly 
i'rlend. On Tuesday evening, J<'ebruary 8th, ttbout 5 o'clock. the labors and prayers and 
au.trerings of Elder James Lemen were endeu. Full of years and of honors, of faith and of· 
It ope, he fell asleep in ,Jesus-'' blessed sleep, from which none ever wakes to weep.'' His 
companion being unable to go to Bethel Ghmch, brief services were held at his late resi
dence, the pastor of the church officiating. His remains were then taken to the ohm·ch, 
where an immense concourse of his relatives and friends were assembled, with moistenetl. 
eyes and sact hearts, to pay tile last tribute of respect and affection to the dear departed. The 
sermon was preached by Hcv. William S. Post, D. D., Elders Cochran, Hill and Hoach 
assisting in the services. Ilia own son, Sylvester, made lome expressive and touching 
remarks. 'l'he singing by the choir was appropriate and beautiful. 

As a """'• Elder James Lemen was well known for industry, integrity and punctuality; 
as a christian, for consistency, humility and benevolence; as a minista and pastor, for untir
ing zeal, fidelity, and devotion to the interests of the Redeemer's kingdom. Sound judgment, 
correct principle, humble demeanor, with cheerful sociability, marked all his public minis
trations and mingled with all his conversation in smaller circles or with individuals. In him 
young preachers found a father and lt friend; distressed churches a healer of breaches, 
though he was firm and uncompromising in his principlee. 'l'empted and sorely tried souls 
had .m him a kind ami sympsthizing counselor and guide. His many arduous and self· deny
ing labors for the s"lvation ofso'uls, for the purity and peace of the churches, for the success 
and usefulnesa of ministers, will ne1'er be fully known or appreciated until the time when he 
shall stand before the Judge of all the earth and hear the words of His mouth-'' Well done, 
t:llou good and faithful servant.'' 

'l'o use the language applied to another devoted minister of the gospel, we may say of Elder 
Lemen : The records of many chlll'ches and the minutes of numerous councils and associa
tions bear concurrent testimony to his zeal and usefulness in the Zion of our God. Derivin~ 
a strong mind from his Creator, improved by much reading, observation and experience, 
Elder Lemen was justly esteemed a valuable counselor and friend, an able minister of Christ, 
and a successful preacher of the glorious gospel of the blessed God. Beholding the truth in a 
strong snd clear light, glorying in its refining, elevating and saving power, he promptly 



4 SOUTH DISTRICT ASSOCIATION. 

rejected everything which he deemed incompatible with the princ-iples and spiritofthegoapel. 
The sternness of his virtue, the honesty of his decisions, and th~ candor_ of his adv~ce, 80Jil8• _ 
times kindled unfriendly feelings and provokeu censure. But With chanty for all hiS bretbre• 
and with ~alice towards none, wherever he foun~ the f!4{h of duty J?-e fear~es~ly and boldly 
advanced mit, regardless of all consequences to htmself. With the Imperfectwns of a motn, 
he may have sometimes ened in judgm~nt ; but all who en)oY:ed tbe_p~easur!l of his acquaint.. 
ance must admire the purity of his sentlffieuts and therectttude of his mtenttons. He courted 
not popularity ; he sou~ht not the applause of men. ~e desired the approbation of his owa 
conscience and the approving smiles of Heaven .. Th~s hved and labored and died this devoted 
servant of Christ, and long will his mem<~ry be chertshed amongst the Baptists of this conn
try". He has gone to his fathers and his brothers, but "his works do follow him" in linea of 
fadeless glory to the skies. May his m~ntle fall upon !:tis juniors i~ th!l ministry, many of 
whom have often sat with delight to receive lessons of wisdom from his ltps. 
· ''Fallen is the man, who long has stood 

A pillar in the house of God . 
.l<'nllen, did I say? He's raised on high, 
And stands a pillar in the sky.'' 

1'hc following resolutions were also offered by the Committee, viz : 
·wnEmoAs, God, in His wisdom and goodness, hns seen flt to remove from us our loved 

brother, Rev. J AM_Es LJmEN; therefo~e '· _ . _ _ 
Resolved, 'l.'hat m his death the mnusters nnd _churches of thts Association have lost "' 

staunch friend and a wise counselor. That by Ins firm adherence to and advocacy of bible 
doctrine, coupled with his consistent christian life, he not only endeared himself to us while 
he lived, but left a name anu a memory that unite us to him and the God whom he loved-a 
memory that gives -warning in danger, cheerfhlness in adyersity, and humility in prosperity, 
continually reanimating us with christian hope and zeaL 'J.'hat in this heavy blow we recog
nize Him who handles the rod, and that we praise Him for tke grace which enabled the 
departed and ourst'lves to know it was for our mutual, eternal good. That we sympathize 
with the a11licted relatives, !lOping they may so imitate the virtues of the departed th&t be 
shall not prove to be lost to them, but only gone bfof"o>·c. 

On motion, the resolutions were adopted. 

The Committee on Family w·orship submitted the following report: 
'' Jo'amily worship we believe to be enjoined by God; that it is a duty incumbent upon all 

families, and espechtlly those professing to be chl'istian. Said Joshua : 'As for me and my 
honRe, we will sm·ve the Lord.' The words of David are : 'Evening and morninJ; and at 
no~m will I Jlm{ and cry aloud, and He shall hear my voice.' 'The Savior also enjoms on us 
da1ly ]Jra):el: : Give us cby ~JY day our d~ily _bre.acl.' And we beli!'vc there is no duty more 
clearly en.]omecl upon chri3!tans than datly ianuly prayer. ,Jerenuah said: 'Pour out thy 
fury, 0 Lord, upon the heathen, and the farnilies ll<at call not upon Thy name.' l\fay the fury 
of the Lord be averted from us and our finnilies by our daily calling upon God.'' 

After a highly int-eresting and profitable discussion thereon, the report was 
adopted. 

The Clerk, in behalf-of the Treasurer, submitted the following Treasurer's 
Report, which was referred to an auditing committee, composed of Bros. Scan
land and Darrow : 

'Vm. H. llowler in account with the Sontlt District B:tptiot A8socitttion for the year 1869-70. 
lJn. 

To balance r~cciv~d from former Treasurer .............................................. $ 1 77 
To cash reCClYCd irom lhe churches for minute• ( r llssocitttiun ............. ---- .......... 29 33 

• wu 
13y cash ptti<l for printing minutes, 1869 •••••• _cu.·.. . . . . . .............. _ ..... __ ..... $25 oo 
By postage on minutes. and stationery ....... ____ .............. ___ ... ____ ......... 1 12 
By balance in trensury Heptember 1st, lSiO. . . . . . . .. . .. . .. . . .. . .. . . .. .. .. . .. .. . . . . . 5 00-$31 12 

The Auditing Committee reported same correct. On motion, the report was 
adopted. 

The balance in Treasury was, on motion, vot'ed to Clerk for services in pre-
paring Minutes of last Association for publication. · 

Moved that this Association hold its next session with the Belleville Church. 
Carried. 

On motion, Bro. D. D. RoACH was appointed to preach the Introductory Ser
mon, and Bro. H. S. DEPPE was appointed his alternate .. 

Moved that on to-morrow a collection be taken to defray additional expenses 
of printing Minutes of this Association. Carried. 

The Committee on Religious Exercises reported a Sabbath School Lecture to
night by E. D. JONES, Esq., of St. Louis. 

On motion, Association adjourned to meet to-morrow niorning at 9 o'clock. 



MINUTES. 

SATURDJ.Y, Sept. 3, 9 o'clock, A. H. 
Prayer bylBro. 8. Ll!I¥EN. 
A history of the Troy Church was presented and read; on motion, same was 

adopted, and ordered to be filed by the Clerk for future publication in the Min
. utes of this Association. 

On motion, the Association proceeded to appoint corresponding delegates to 
Sister Associations. 

Bro. J. M. CocHRAN was appointed to the General Association. 
" H. 8. DEPPE . H " " Nine Mile " 
" -- -- " " " Edwardsville " 

The Association then went into Committee of the Whole, Rev. J. M. CocHRAN 
in the chair, to consider the condition and needs of the Churches in this Asso
ciation. After a full and free discussion, the Committee rose and reported, and 
the Moderator resumed the chair. 

The Committee on Foreign Missions submitted the following report : 
Wn:r<RE.<lS, Our Lord requires us in His great commission to preach the gospel to every 

creature; and whereas, our Missionary Union is doing its great and glorious work in con
verting the heathen to Ghrist; and whereas, we have already agreed to make one public col-
lection annually for that Society ; therefore, · 

Resolved, That we earnestly and affectionately recommend~ every member of our churches 
to contribute liberally for this Christ-like work. 

On motion, the report was adopted. 
The Association then took a short recess, after which Rev. J. M. CoCHRAN 

delivered a discourse from Heb. xii, 15, "Looking diligently lest any man fail 
of the grace of God." 

The Committee on Periodicals submitted the following report : 
Resolved, That it is the privilege and duty of every Baptist family in this Association to 

·read some religious newspaper and missionary magazine of our own denomination, aml 
also other Baptist periodicals and books, so far as possible. That we commend the '' Cen
tral Raptis~,'' ''Standard,'' '' Watch.mf!n and Relle~tor,'' ''Examiner and Chronicle,'' 
'' Maccdoman and Record,'' and '' Mtsswnary Magazme. '' 

On motion, the report was adopted. 
A collection was then taken up for printing Minutes-amount collected $12 76. 
The Committee on R"eligious Exercises reported preaching to-night by Rev. 

J. M. LAPPIN, and to-morrow morning by Rev. W, S. PosT. 

There being no further business to transact, the Association then adjourned, 
with prayer by Rev. J. M. I,APPIN. 

T. W. B. DAWSON, Jfode1·ator. 
li. W. WEIR. C!.erk. 

/ 
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SUNDAY SCHOOL A8SOCIATION. 

SATURDAY, September 3. 
The South District Baptist Sunday. School Associ~ttion, in accordance with 

the provisions of its Constitution, convened at 2 o'clock, P. M. 
Prayer by Rev. D. D. RoACH. 
Singing . ....;." All hail the power of Jesus' name." 
The Report of the Secretary of the Board of Directors was then read and 

adopted, as follows: 
''Your missionary, (Bro. G. W. ~arrow) appointed at the commei}Cement !'f the year ill 

connection with the Bible and Publwatwn ~OC!Pty, has, from unav01dable Circumstances, 
been able to uev,.te but about one-h.,lf of h1s tune to Sunday school and colporteur work. 
'.fhe followil·g is a llrief sumJl!-ary of h,is labors : _Labo~ed ll:i3 .daY.S. Traveled 1,650 miles. 
Sold 60 copies of the Word of God. Gave away •5 cop1es. D1stnbuted 5,600 pages tracts. 
Made 52 Sunday School addresses. ll~ld and atten<t.eq 62 meetings for p1:ayer. V:lsited ,1,225 
families, and conv<'l'•ed with many of them on _rehgwn. Found 2i fam1hes de~tttute of the 
Bible and supplied 64 fumilies With tt .. Orgamzed 10 Sunday S<"hools, employmg 50 teach
ers and having about 350 scholars in attenunnce. s .. ld $160 worth of religious books, and 
gave away $75 worth including pa.pers and tracts Collecte<l on pledges, $87, and received 
for his labors $200, being the·full amount due him. by y:our Association. 

At the beginning of the year we had on hand, 111 Bibles, T~staments and tracts, the value 
ef $169 0.5. Of these our missionary h:~s ·old and given away in value, $46 65; and we now 
have on hand of Bibles, TPstaments nnd tracts, $12't 40 W• rth. There has been contribut.ed by 
the churches and individuals for this werk, through the Bible aud Publication Society, 
$350 35 ·" 

Notice having been given that the beautiful Banner belonging to the Associ
ation would be presented to the Sabbath School showing the best record for 
the past three months, reports from the different Schools conte:>ting for the 
Banner were received. Written reports were furnished from the Schools at 
Bethel, East St. Louis, Lebanon and Oak Hill, and verbal ones from the Schools 
at New Silver Creek, New Design, Troy and Waterloo. Rev~. PosT, HILL and 
LAPI'IN were appointed the judges. It appearing that the record of the Leb
anon School was the best, the Banner was presented to that School. 

Bro. PosT offerell the following resolution : 
•' That we most h<-artilv commend to the Pastors of Churches, the Superintendents au<l 

Teachers of Sunday Sch<;>ols, the beautiful and appropriate meda'~ prepared by Rev. J. M. 
Cochran, for rewards of merit and encouragement to worthyJlabbath School scholars.'' 

On motion, same was adopted. 
Rev. GIADINGHAIGEN presented the needs of the colored Baptists ·in Canada, 

and received a contribution from the Association of $10 29 for their relief. 
On motion, adjourned to meet with the O'Fallon Sunday School in May-due 

notice of the time of meeting to be given by the Board of Directors. 

CYRUS THOMAS, Clerk, pro tem. 
T. W. B. DAWSON, Moderato1·. 

CONSTITUTION. 

ARTICLE I. This body shall be known as the South District Baptist Sabbath School Associa
tion, and shall hold its annual mPetings in connection with the Association from which it 
tak••s !ts _name, beginning at 2 o'clock, P. Ill., on the last day of the regular session of aaid 
Assomatwn. 

AnT. II. Its object shall be the promotion of Sabbath School work within the bounds of the 
As"ociation, by such mettns as may from time to time be deemed advisable. 

ART. III. Its membership shall be composed of messengers fi•om the Sabbath Schools 
uniting with us, no school to sen<t more than five, in addition to the Superintendents and 
Pastors connected w•th the Associati n. 

ART. IV. Its officers shall consist of a l\Ioderator, Clerk and Treasurer, who shall be the 
same as those of the South District Association. . 

ART. V. '!'he Superi.•tendents and Pastors of this body shall coustitnte a Board of Direct
ors, which shiLll make such rules for their guidance as may be deemed necessary, make all 
arrangements for the meetings of the Association, and have a general supervision over iflll 
work. 

ART. VI. This Constitution may be altered or amended at any regular meeting of the 
Association, by a vote of two-thirds of the members presen.t. 
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ADDRESS OF CLERKS AND PASTORS. 

Churches. I when Org'.zed. lllinisters and P. 0. A~~ Clerks and P. 0. Addrt.$B. 

Belleville ..•..•. !Sept. 17, 1831.. Cyrua Thomas, Pastor, M. w· .. Weir, Belleville. 
. Belleville. 

Bethel. .......... June 14,-1806 .. w. S. Post, D. D., Pastor, Samuel Whitlock, 

Bushy Gro..-e .... 1 ................ ,. . . . . . . . . . . . . . .... _~Jo~~~~~~ille :
1

1 .•..••.•.... C~~~~~~~~~~-~-- ... . 
Collinsville ..... 

1 
......•.•.•••••• ·1· ... : ............................ W. H. Bowler, Collinsvillt> 

Freeburg .................. 1857 .. H. 8. Deppe, O.M. Freeburg. G. C. Patt-erson, Freeburg. 
I B.J.Palmer,O.M. . 
' '· • Carbondale. ' 

. , . . \ \J. S. Short, L. M. Freeburg. ! 
Hlgh ll'ltll'lC .... i.: ............ "I' ...... '": ................................................ . 

*~~a~R~e:r·c:r·.;.;J<IM.arcii5·,j8io: :iw' .. M.anviiie.·; r,: ·:M: shiiob. · · .
1

1,v-.· ·:M.>iiviiie;· Fitiiloli: · · · · · · 
Oak Hill. ....................... 

1
J. M. Cochran, Pastor, Wm. l'eaeh, Jr. O'Fallon. 

, 1 1 O'Fallon. . . 
o Fallon ....... 'j' ............... 1n. D. Roach, PastorO'Fa.llon .. 

1
s. H. Wlggms0v~~il~~-

PleasantRidge .. I.. . ........ 1\V. D. Ross. Pastor, Lebanon. 1\. J>. Hart, Lebanon. 
I E. Cox, L. !fl. " I 

i V. Lingenfelter, L. M. " 1 
Red Bud.......... .

1
... ..... . .• .. ...... ... .. .. .. J. J,auer, Red Bnd. 

~hiloh Y .. ney ... [. . . . .. I 
rroy ... · ...... Ui33:.,T . .'W . .'B.Dawson."o:M.·.Troy:.T. W. B. Dawson, '!'roy-. 

John Padon, 0. M. Troy. I 
Lyman Ba.rber, L. M. 'l'roy. : 

Waterlo~.::..:..:. ___ _c_ .. _·_:.:._: .I. . . . . . . . . . . . . . ...... IJ. H. H. Wallace, Water!O(>_:_ 



BETHEL BAPTIST CHUit'CH. 

ORIGIN. 
The Bethel Baptist Church, St. Clair Co., Illinois, had its origin in au arm of the New 

De.'ign church the Hth day of June, 1806. 
The following is a record ofits first meeting:-'' Arm of the Baptis.t church of Christ at New 

Design. liiet according to' appointment in Richland, on Saturday, the 14th day of June, 1806, 
atwm. L. Whitesides. 

1. Josheph Chance, ll!oderator. 2. The Arm agreea with the chur<;h at New Design in the 
appoi!ltment made in order to try to gain a fellowship witb. the Baptist brethren in the 
ll!LUOIS. 
_The Arm found in peace •.. Signed by order of the Arm. BENJAMIN Oau, Clerk:'' 

This Arm was constituted an Independent church by the name of Richland Creek, the 
12th of Sept. 1807, by Rev. Joseph Chance, Rev. Robert Biazele, and Rev. Edward Ratcliff. 

On account of a difficulty arising from a difference of views among its members upon the 
subject of Slavery the church was divided oa the 9th of Dec. 1809. One part retaining the 
name of Jtichland • 1·eek church; the other taking the name of "The Baptized Church of 
Christ, Friends to Humanity, Denying Union and communion with all Persons Holding the 
Doctrine ofPerpetual, Involuntary, Hererletary Slavery.'' 

And on the lOth day Of Dec. 1809, were duly constituted and publicly recognized as a regu
lar Baptist church, byRev.JamesLemen,Jr. and Rev.JohnBaugh. And for thirty years after
ward was known by the nam•· of "Canteen Creek church, l!'riends to Humamty," And 
through all the vicis~itndes ofits history, it has neyer lost this distinctive feature of its char
acter "friends to humanity." 

OF~"ICERS. 

MINISTERB.-The following Ministers have been ordained by this church, since its constitu
tion, J•ec. lOth, 1809. 

Benjamin Ogl.,, Feb. 3d, 1810. James Lemeu,Sr, and Joseph Lemen, Feb. 4th, 1810. James 
Garretson, June :lOth, 1813. Henry Ross(previously"' Cumberland Presbyterian) Oct. 7, 183"~. 
Joel 'feiTV, !I pril 7th, 1839, and Samuel Kelley, April 7th, 1847. 

Per-ousi,iceused to preach by•his church, and ordained after leaving it: 
AustinSymms,l!'eb. 2d, 1~22. Jamesl'ulliam, A, ril, 1822. Samuel Woods, January, 1825. 

Daniel !\Inrphy, Aug. 1830. Wm. H. Br ggs was" received as a Licensed preacher into the 
church, Dec. 1836. oubsecntentlv dismissed and afterw,.rds ordained to preach the Gospel. 

.Members that became Ministers of the Gospel after being dismissed from the church: Jo
siah Lemen, Moses Lemen, Harmon Dace, _Lynn Craig, Wm. J. Pritchett and 'Varren 
Beadle. · 

Ordained Ministers received as Members of this church: Jaines Lemen, Jt·. Dec. 111, 

1809. Daniel Hilton, April1b'21. Joseph Chance, March 1829. J. llf. Peck, !lpril6th, 1851. W. 
'1'. R•nvson, F'eb. lOth, 1856. E. J. Palmer, Oct. 6th, 1860. J . .M. Cochr,.n, July 4th, 1868. 

Mini-ters elected and that have served a.s Pastors of the church: Rev. James Lemen 
,Jr. elected Nov. 7th, 1840 and served two years. ltev. ~loses Lemen, elected Jann1try 1st, 18W 
and served one year. Rev .. J . .M. Peck U. D. elected l!'eb. lst, 1851, resigned Oct. 9th, 1853. 
Re..-. James I emen, Jr. and Rev. JosephLPmen, electedco-p11storsNov. 5th,1853, and served 
one year. Rev. D. M. Howell elected April 7th, 1855, resigned l\Iarch 7th,l857. Rev. J. H. 
High,elected 1.1-Iay 1st, 1858,for a term of six months. Rev.Elijah Dodson, elected January 1st, 
1859, and died on or about April 1st, 1859. Rev.l<~. J. Palmer, elected ,January Hth, 1860 and 
served two years. ltev. H. S. Deppe, elected Dec. 3d, 186!, served3years. Jtev. ,J. M. 
Cochran. elected Dec. 7th, lo67, and served two years. ReY. \V. S. Post, D. D., elected 
Dec. 186U, amt is serving the church at the present time. 

DEACONS. 
STEPHEN TERRY, (the first deacon) was elected Sept. 20th, 1820. He was a faithful ser-

vant, and died 1827. He was the father of Elder Joel Terry. · 
GIDEON SCANLAND, chosen and ordained deacon in March, 1827, aml after faithful ser

vice, <lied Aprtl17th, 1833. 
SAMUEL McCLAlN, chosen and set apart to the work of the deaconship at the same time 

with Bro. Scanland He was dismissed from the office by his request inl$29. 
JOHN HAnT, chosen and set &(.>art t • the service of deacon, July, 1831. He magnified his 

office and die<! belove<l by all his brethren, Nov. lst, 1832, aged forty-seven years. 
ELISHA F>tEEMAN, appointed deacon, Feb. 1833. He honored his office until age and in

firmities di·cha1·ged him from active service, and died January 28th, 1854.. 
WM. HART, elected deacon, in the place of Gideon Sc~tnland, Aug. 3d, 1833, a11d served the 

church faithfully till the Master called him home, Dec. 2d, 18!2. 
GEORGE C. HART, son of deacon John Hart chosen and. ordained deacon in 1.1-Iay, 18t:l. 

He removed to Belleville in 1846, and at his request was excused from service in that office. 



10 HISTORY. 

SAMUEL BAIRD, was also chosen and ordained to the deaconship, at the sji.Ine Ume with· 
George C Hart, and died April, lstJ 1856. . . . . 
LEWIS SCANLAN» elected and oruained deacon, 111 1851, and dlBrnlBBed to go mto a new 

murchorganization at Collinsville, Feb. 7th, 1857. . . . . . w ARBRN BBADLE, chosen deacon, Aug. 2d, 1851, and drsmlBsed to umte wrth the Unrty 

oh:li~~·t.f~~T~~· ~l~Jt&J. deacon, June 5th, 1858, ordained July 4-th, 1858, and still serves the 
church in that office. d · ed Jul 'th 1 d · · d • · JAKES B. LioN, chosen_deacon, June 5th, 1858, or am y,. , 858, rsmrsse Apnl 

7~U.~TBBLEKRN elected deacon, Nov. 3d, 1860, ordained January 6th, 1861, dismissed 
to go into a new chJrchorganization at O'Fallon, Feb .. 2d1 1867. . . 

AUGUSTUS D. BEADLE, elected July 6t~, 1867, ordameu_Aug · 4th, 1867, dtSmlssed 1869 to 
unite with the Baptist church in Kansas Crty, 11-Io. 70 SAMUEL SlllPSON, chosen and ordained deacon, 18, . 

CHURCH CLERKS. 

ROBERT LEMEN was chosen clerk of the church at its organization in 1809, and served 
till Oct. 5th, Is«,' nearly 35 ;years. . . . 

JAMBS H. LEMEN, elected clerk April 4th, 1845, and served faithfully tdl Feb. 9th, 
1856, eleven years. d -11 A ·1 4 h 1857 d JAMESHEART, electedclerkFeb.9tb,1856,serve t1 pr1 t, , oneyear an two 

m~~t~: BoWLEn, elected: clerk May2d, 1857, served _till July 6th, 1861. Four years aucl 
two months. 

S. WHITLOCK, chosen clerk Nov. 2d, 1861, and still serves the church with much accept
ance. 

MEMBERSHIP. 

1'he constituent members were, James Lemen, Sr. and his wife Cathrine Lemen, Robert 
Lemen and his wife Hetty Lemen, Joseph Lemen and his wife Polly K. Lemen, and Ben}a
minOgle. 

Rev. James Lemen, Jr. who assisted Re.v. John Baugh in constituting the church, joined at, 
night after its organization, Dec. lOth, 1809, and retained his membershiJ;> in the church for 
more than sixty vears, a faithful soldier of the Cross, till the great Cap tam of our salvation 
promoted him to.higller service and honor in the Church Triumphant. 

The number added since its organization, is by Baptism, 543. By Letter, liO. By restora
tion, 10. .Making in all as ne&r·as caa be ascertained from the records 723 members who have 
belonged to the church. 

Of these 393 have been dismissed by letter, a large portion of which to form new churche~, 
112 have been excluded, 21 dropped from the roll of membership, and 142 have died-mailing 
the present membership 113. 

In the early history of th6 church its monthly meetings, were held in the settlement south or 
Canteen Creek, and at New Design, .Monroe County, alternately. The places of these meeting; 
were about thirty-six miles auart. '.rhe church had no regular appointed pastor for many 
years, but was supplied with preachmg at its monthly meetings in most cases by Elders J ame.s 
Lemen, Jr. and Sr. and Joseph Lemen, Benjamin Ogle and James uarretson. In the intervnla 
ofmonthly meetings, the preachers of this church were engaged on the Sabbath and frequently 
on week days in preaching' to the destitute in the scattered settlements on both sides of thtt' 
Mississippi River. '!'here was no failure of monthly church meetings during the first teu 
years ofits history and for-nearly eleven years the church had never elected a deacon. 

In 1824 the church erected its first house or worship. It was a frame building 30 by 40 feet, 
which fo< several years they occupied in an unfinished state., with rough benches for sea to. 
'.rhe hou3e cost about $550. 

During the ten years from Dec. 1830, to De~. 1840, the church wa~ prosperous and madt· 
progress. The whole number baptized during this time was two hundred and eight (20S). II. 
was during this period the church adopted the practice of making contributions for .Mis
sions and other benevolent objects, and at the same time begun to make some compensa
tion for the services of their ministers. 

1n 1838, the church adopted measures to erect a new meeting house (the one it now occu
pies). The house was finished and opened for public worship, Sept. 5th, 1849. '.rhe Dedication 
Hermon waspreached byRev. J.l\1.Peck, D. D. Thehouse costabout $UOO. Upon the 
opening of their new house of worship the name of the church was changed from Canteen 
Creek, to Bethel. 

The records show that th!l cp.urch has been distinguished for its Revivals and Baptisms. 
There have been thtrteen·dtstmct revivals since 1\Iay ,1819, during which a series of meeting" 
were held day aml night from one to four weeks. 

Another marked feature of the church, is its adhesion to one of the fundamental principlea 
of its constitution (i. e.), its opposition to slavery both in its spirit and letter. The con
stitution of the church was extraordinarily marked for its anti-slavery character, and when
ever called to act with reference to this subject, the church has always a.dbered tenaciously 
to this primary fundo.menta.l principle of its constitution.-' '~'riends to Humanity, Denying, 
Union and Communion with all Persons Holding the Doctrina of Perpetual, Involuntar-y, 
Hereditary Slavery.'' 'l'o illustrate this we take a few extracts from its records: 

''.May let, 1830. Bro. Gideon Scanland, a member of this church,. an heir with others to tbe 
price of a certain negro man, comes forward and asks the advice of the church: 'What usc 
should be made of the money?' 

Ana. According to the principles of humanity, the opinion of the church is, that the mo3t. 
charitable and best use that can. be made of the moner is to pay it over to the Negro 
Man, who is the proper owner, it being a part of ills pric~, believing that the sale of 
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human sonia and bodies is a violation ofthe Law of God. To which Brother Scanland sub
mitted. ROBERT LEMEN, Clerk.'' 

"April 7th, 1832, Mr. J"enkens, Sr. offered his membership to this church, but was rejected 
in consequence of being an heir with others to the price of a certain portion of negroes and 
intending to receive the money, and keep it from the ;proper owners, the church considering 
that each negro was the proper owner to the price ofh1mself. R. LEMEN, Clerk." 

"Saturday, May 7th 1864. ~'he case of Bro. E. J. Palmer was taken up'on the charge of 
Bro. B. Scott of "helping fugitive slaves to obtain their freedom." Bro. Palmer ,Plead 
guilty to the charge. Whereupon the following resolution was offered, and after a mot10n to 
adopt it, the ayes and noes were called for, and resulted in 31 in favor and 12 against the reso
lution as follows: 'Resolved, that the church do not criminate, Bro. P&lmer on the charge 
of assisting fugitive slaves to escape from their masters.'' 

In consequence of this action of the church, certain persons, members of other churches at
tempted to obto.in a censure or dis-fellowship of Bethel church, b}.' the South District Bap
tist Association at its meeting at OakHill,.1868, bntmost signally failed, and instead, brought 
upon their own heads severe and deserved reprobation. 

NEW CIIURCUES ORGANIZED. 

The following churches hayc been fo1·med in whole or in part from the membership of 
Bethel Church: 

Fountain Creek church, Madison Co. 1821; Union, rnow Troy) church, Madison Co. 1833; 
RockStJring (now extinct), St. Clair Co. 1835; 'l'urkeyHillchnrchi 1823; Oak Hill church, 
St. Cla1r Co. 1852; Collinsville church, Madison Co. 1857; O'Fal on church, St. Clair Co. 
1867. 

'l'ruly has Bethel church been a Mother in the Israel of our Zion. And it is proper and just 
that now in the seventh decade of her labors, sufferings, and triumphs in the kingdom of 
Christ, and in view of the providential and merciful dealings of God in all her history, she 
should present this brief sketch, setting it up as a memorial stone in the annals of the Associ
ation, "Calling it Ebenezer, saying, Hithe1·to hath the Lord helped us." 

SUMMARY OF FAITH. 
This 1\ssociation believes that thl' Holy Scriptures, being given by the inspi!·ation of God, 

arc the only rule of faith and practice in the churches of Christ : and teach (among other 
truths) the self-existence of one infinite and holy God, who is revealed to us in three persons, 
~·ather, Son and Holy Ghos~ ;-the eternal and eesential deity of Christ ;-the entire deprav
ity and lost condition of all men: the holiness, and unchanging obligation of the divine law, 
that requires supreme love to God, and corresponding affection to all men tJbe necessity of a 
change of heart, called the ''new birth, '' and which is effected by the .t:toly Spirit as the 
agent, nnd the word of God· as the means ; the duty of all men who hear the Gospel tore
pent of sin and believe in Christ, and that a wicked heart is no excuse ; the unchanging pur
pose of God in all his worliis ; the free pardon and justification of every believer In Christ, 
through the redemption inll;im; the perseveTance of the Saints ; the duty of every believer 
to be baptized in water, in the name of the Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, before membership 
in the church; the dut:y of the church to partake of the I,ord's Supper; the entire indepen
clence of each church 111 g.oyernment aml discipline ; the duty of each believer to obey all 
the laws of Christ ; our obligation to observe the Lord's day, or Christian Sabbath ; the resur
rection of the dead, and finaTjnctgment; with the eternal punishment ofthc wicked and salu
tion of the righteous. 

CONSTITUTION. 

AnTicr,E I. This body. si:ill,ll be known as the South District Association of Baptist 
Chmcbcs in lllinois. · · · 

ART. II. It shl!ll be .com}!osed of the ordained ministers and licentiates belonging to the 
churches composmg th1s bo!1w, together with those ordained ministers acting as supplies or 
pastors ; and such other brethren as the chmches shall send as messengers to eaeh annual 
meeting. · . . 

· AnT. III. The o~cers ofo this Association shall be a Moderator and a Clerk, who shall be 
chosenf01·each seSSIOJ?, as soonasthenames oftheministers and messengers are enrolled, and 
Bhall be elected- by prtvate bal;lot, without nomination or debate. 
It shall be the duty of the Moderator to preside durins the session, and until a re-election ; 

enforce the rules, f.reserve order, reprove any improprieties, decide on points of order (sub
ject to to an appea 1 by a. majority of members, to the body, which shall bfl without debate.) 
He may speak; on a1l subJects a!ler calling a member to the Chair, and he shall examine and 
correct the Mmutes. 

It shall be the dut~ of the Clerk to keep a correct account of the proceedings of the session 
an(\ at the close furmsh the stan(\ing Secretary a copy of said proceedings. ' 



12 RULES OF ORDER. 

It shall be the dutf of the Standing Secretary (who, by virtu~ of his office shall be a ~el!lber 
of this body), to receive and take ca1·e of all books a~<l papers belonging to the .AssociatiOn ; 
to receive communications addressed to the body.durmg the ,rec~ss, ar.<l l.ay them .bef..re the 
.Association, and be its organ of correspondence m commumcatmg such mformat10n as may 
be called for from other religious· bodies. . 
· It shall be the duty of the 1.'reasurer to receive and take charge of all funds contribute'! to 
the .Association for Its expenses, or for any benevol~nt purpo~e, and P,ay them out accordmg 
to the order of the .Association, or that of any sta~dmg committee !J.avmg charge of anY. spe
cific business during the recess. .Any ~u':lds cpntnb~ted for. a specific ObJeCt shall be pn1d out 
only for that object. .And he shall exhibit a report m detail at each annual meetmg, to be 
examined and certified by an auditing committee, 

.AnT. IV. It shall be the duty. of' the chu_rc;:hes to sen~ 1Vith. their messenge1·s a rev.ort of 
their condition and progress, with the additiOns and du:~:nnnt10ns of the past year, m the 
particular form as is prmted in the table of churches, With the whole number of members. 
J<'ach church shall forward money in pi·oportion to the number pfits members, to print the 
Minutes, and each church shall receiTe Minutes in proportion to the amount of money paid ; 
and each church of one hundred membe1·s or less, shall be entitled to send three messengers, 
and one for every additional twenty-five • 

.ART. V. Churches desirous of being received into this 'body, may apply by letter and 
messengers, and upon presenting their articles of faith, if found sound in faith and correct 
in practice, they may be receivea by vote and given the hand of fellowship . 

.ART. VI. If any church departs 1'rom the faith of the Gospel, or becomes disorderly i>t 
practice, on due proof thereof, the Association may drop its name from the Minutes, and 
thus rid itself of all responsibility on account ofthe disorderly member . 

.ART. VII. The .Association shall hold an annual meeting, to commence on the Thursday 
before the llrst Sabbath in September, at such place as shall have been previously appointed . 

.ART. VIII. 1.'he .AssociatiOn may open and hold correspondence with other .Associations 
aml Missionary: Conventions, as it may think proper . 

.AnT. IX. \Vhen a church shall neglect making a communication to the Association for 
two years, it shall be dropped from the Minutes, unless two or more members shall request 
its continuance, and will engage to yisit said church, inquire into its standing, and report at 
the next .Association . 

.ART. X. It shall be the duty of the .Association, from time to time, to Sllggest to the 
churches such measures as may be thought most expedient to promote the spread of the Gos-
pel in the woi·hl. . . 

.ART. XI. '!'his Constitution shall be and remain in full force until altered or nmendetl by a 
vote or two-thirds of the members present, and on the last day of the session. 

RULES OF ORDER. 

1. The business of each day shall be opened and closed with prayer. On the first day 
there shall be a an Introductory Sermon, nt the hour of2 o'clock, P.M. by some person pre
viously appointed, or his alternate, and should both fail, then a preacher shall be named, and 
a vote talien for the occasion. 

2. In the absence of the Moderator, the Clerk shall call the .Association to order, and the 
oldest minister present shall officiate as Moderator until one is chosen. 

3.' Ministers and members of the Baptist Churches present, are invite to sit with us, may 
speak on all subjects, but vote on none. . 

4. No subject sh<~ll be discussed without a motion and a second, unless introduced by a 
committee appointed for the purpose; and no person shall speak more than twice on any sub
ject, without leave ofthe .Association. 

5. .All subjects shall come up in the order in which tbey stand, unless by vote or agree
ment they shall be made the orderofa particulardayorhour. Infilling blanks, thelnrgest 
sum, the highest number, and the longest time, shall be taken first. 

6. Every motion shall be put in writing, and each member, when speaking, shall arise 
from his sent, address the Moderator, avoid all personal reflections and if he depart from 
the subject, he may be called to order. 

7. The !lloder .. tor shall nominate all committees, unless otherwise ordered by the .Associa
tion. .A committee to arrange the religious exercises and designate the preachers shall be 
appointed immediately after organization ; and a committee to arrange, digest and prepare 
the business ; and such other committees as the .Association may direct, shall be announce'l 
aa soon as the mofning of the second day of the session. 

S. The Constitution and rules of order shall be read immediately after being organized. 
· 9. The Constitution of this .Association, and the rules oforder,.and the Constitution of the. 
South District Baptist Sabbath School Association, shall be printed each year with the Min
utes ot'this Assomation. 



.I 

_i 

.. 



THE 

American Baptist Publication Society, 
-AT ONCE-

The Bible Society, Book Concern, Tract Orga:qization, Missionary 
Colporteur Agency and Sunday School Union of 

THE BAP!ISTS OF AMERICA, 

_Has special claims upon the Baptists in Southern Illinois, as 

A Branch House and Book Depository 
Embracing a full stock of Baptist Literature, such as Bibles, Commentaries 

and Concordances, Encyclopedias and Dictionaries, Theological and 
Denominational Works, large and small, and the most complete 

Sunday School supply, adapted to Baptist wants, to be found 
in the West, has been established at the chief Metropolis of the West, 

At 209 .N'. SIXTH STREET, ST. LOUIS, MO. 

SUNDAY SCHOOL PAPER.S. 
Tb.is house is the only distributing office for the YOUNG REAPER in 

this field; has also an agency for •K:IND WORDS, BAPTIST TEACHER 
and BIBLE LESSONS, and CHILD'S WORLD. 

Anything in our line, that may be cal'led for and not found on hand at 
the t~me, will be procured, if desired, and furnished at lowest rates, 

Prices always Low, and terms invariably Cash. 

Send, then, all orders to this House, remembering that any profits result
ing from sales are applied-not to the enriching of individuals-but to the 
advancement of denominational interests, and the cause of Christ. 

Please observe our address : 

209 North Sixth Street, St. Louis, Mo. 
G. J. JO.JIN80N, 

Depository Agent . 

. New and Beautiful Medals, 
APPROPRIATE AS REWARDS OF MERIT FOR DESERVING 

CHILDREN, can be procured by Pastors of Churches, Superintend
ents of Sunday Schools, and heads of Families, of the 

American Baptist Publication Society, 209 N. Sixth St., St. Louis, 

Or, of REv. J. M. COCHRAN, 
RocK SPRING (O'Fallon P.O.), St. Clair Co., Ill. 
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