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HISTORICAL SERMON.

Delivered at Washington, D. C.,
On the Fiftieth Auniversary of The
Southern Baptist Convention.

By W.. H. WhitsitinsDea Dy sy, B,

TEXT,—‘*Speak unto the children
ot Israel, that they go forward.’’—
Exodus 14:15.

The earliest general organization
among American Baptists was the
‘general missionary convention of the
Baptist denomination in the United
States of America for foreign missions
organized by thirty-three delegates,
representing eleven states, in the city
of Philadelphia, on the 18th of May,
1814. Baptist people throughout the
entire country co-operated with this
body for a period of thirty years,

In 1845 a divieion occurred between
the Baptists of the North and thoss
of the South., The Southern Baptist
Convention was organized at Augusta,
Georgia, ou Thursday. the 8th day of
May, of that year. Just fifty years
have elapsed since that important
event, and we have met in the capital
of our country to celebrate our jubilee.

The separation that fifty ycars ago
took place between Northern and South-
ern Baptists was happily circum-
gcribed in extent. It related exclu-
sively to the missionary operations,
which had hitherto basn couducted in
common. The {fatners of that day
were solicitous that this point should
be clearly uonderstood,and that the ex-
tent of the disunion should not be ex-
aggerated. The official addrz2ss sent
forth by the convention declared that

‘*Northern and =outhern Baptists are

still brethren. They differ in no arti-
cle of the faith, They are guided by
the same principles of gospel order.
We do not regard the rupture as ex-
tending to foundation principles, nor
can we thiak that the great body of
our’Nortbern bretbren will so regard
N 3

Though the division related to noth-
ing else than foreign and domestic
missions, it was nevertheless unavoid-
able. One of our statesmen declared
that the issues then pending betweexn
the North and the South constituted
‘*an irrepressible conflict.”’ His-
tory has justified the correctness of
that conclusion. The best and wisest
men in the North consented to adivis-
ion because they regarded it as being,
under the circumstances, a necessary
evil; the wisest and best men in the
South accepted the division as being
imperatively required by the situation.

In many respects the separation has
also been of signal advantage. It was
of advantage to our Northern brethren.
because it promoted their peace and
union. They could never have been
rightly at harmony among themselves
as long as their Southern brethren re-
mained in the same organization. It

was of advantage to Southern Baptists -

in differont diractions, but especially
because it developed their missionary

enterprise and activity. To illustrate
what is here aftirmed, certain statis-
tics may be cited with relation to the
I American Baptist Home Mission Socie-
ty which was the organ through which
operations ia dowmestic missions wera
prosecuied by the Baptists of the whole
country fiocm 1832 to 1845, During
that pericd of thirteen years the en-

tire sum of contributions from the

Southern States was $38,656.40. Dur-
ing a hke period under the Southern
Baptist convention, the contributions
for domestic and Indian missions
amounted to $246,356,13. This grati-

| tying advance was worth all the pain,

rand sacrifice that we had to endure in
|breakiog up the relations that had
| hitherto sutsisted with our Northern
brethren.

1t is also a matter of sincera rejoic-
ing that the separation here describ-

' one.
is not denied that more or
was developed.
tions on either side were marked by
the dignity and
come Christian brethren, That ex-
cellent result was due, in large meas-
ure to the singularly elevated charact-
er and devout piety of the contending
parties. Moreover, we cannot be tco
grateful that there were no questions
regarding the division of a common
property to excite the thoughts of men
to undue asperity. It is likewise a
special mercy of Providence that in all
the fifty years of our history there
have been no very important conflic's
touching the boundaries that should
exist between Northern and Southern
Baptists.
have been greatly enhanced if we had

less of it

of worship for Northern and Southern
Baptist churches in all the cities,
and even towns and villages, adjacent
to the border. Let us recognize our ex
ceedingly fortunate situation and al-
ways do what lies in our power to
keep the peace.

The half century of our convention’s
history may be divided into threa
separate periods, each of which has a
well detined character of its own.

1. The firat of these is the period in
which slavery still prevailed from 1845
to 1865. It is pot easy correctly to
estimate the number of Baptist people
within our bouunds at the opening of
this period. Dr. J Burrows, in
his excellent American Baptist Regis-
ter, estimates that we had 402,068
members of our Southern churches in
the year 1852, Possibly there were
not more than 350,000 i the year 1845.
Of these at least 100,000 were slaves
who had few independent churches of
their own, but almost uniformly be-
longed to the organizations of their
‘masters. Subtracting these from the
: total, we shall have 250,000 as the ap-
préximate number of white Baptists
in 1845,

- The progress .and development of
vour constituents during the greater

Rportion of this Txgétéw?rezrgid and
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But public negotia |

ed was for the most part a peaceable.
Friction was unavoidable, and it*

mwoderation that be- |

The evils of disunion would *

been forced to waste our resources and |
opportunities in building rival houses.

land villages, rendering

‘|ptaces of warship.’’

steady. It is entertaining to consider
how different was the tone that was
observed in theyear 184G from that
which prevailed in the year 1859. The
excellent corresponding secretary of
the forcign mission board, Dr. James
B. Taylor, gravely reminded the con-
vention that ‘‘the population of the
South is comparatively small. Our
churches are not of easy access, their

members being often scattered over
many miles of territory., * * * Qur
country is not filled up with towns
it convenient’
to collect the wmausses together, but our ),
brethren, being principally ugricultur-
iste, must be visited upon their farms'’
or called together at their country
In the year 1859,
on the contrary, we had begun to
speak with a degree of exultation con-
cerning the ample resources of our
Southern Baptist churches, and to re-
joice that God had blessed go many of
our people with large financial means,
A briet indication of the advance of
the cause will appear in the fact that
in 1847 the contributions to the do-
mestic mission board were $9,594 GO0,
while in 1859 the same board recesived
from the churches almost thres times
23 much--namely, $28,487.06. In 1846
tahere was contributed tbhrouchout the
Southern states $11,735.22 t> the for-
eign mission board, while £39,82¢4 37
was received in 1859. It is not af-
firmed that the pumber of Southern
Baptists had increased threefold, in
keeping with their contributions,
though it must be conceded that their
progress in this respect also had been
highly gratifying.

The constitution adopted by our
couvention at its opening session in
1845 is, in some respects a highly in-
teresting document and will repay at-
teative study. ‘“The general mis-
sionary convention of the Baptist de-
nomination in the United States of
America fur fcreign missions,”’ with
which we had co operated since the
year 1814, was in the beginning merely
a society for the promotion of foreign
nissions. As such, it had only one
executive board, At a later period’
the interests of home missions and ot
Columbian College were likewise im-
posed upon the same organizatioun.
Here was a single board with three
separate departmeants of labor. This
arrangement worked very ill, &and in
1826 the day of disaster appeared, In
consequeance of that disaster, the gen-
eral missionary convention returned to
its original function,and devoted itself
to the prosecution of foreiga missions
exclusively., The work of home mis-
sions was temporarily interrupted,
while Columbian College was left to
her own exertions. The result of these
changes was that in the northern part of
our country every separate and inde-
pendent enterpris> was henceforth to
be prosecuted by a separate and inde-
pendent society. The general mission-
ary convention took chargze of the work
of foreign missions; the American

Baptist home mission society devnted



- other interests.
board was established at Nashville,- |,

““get in operation at Greenville,

itealt to domestic nsstons: And foe
Awerican Baptist Publication Soziety -

- to tha publication intsrests of that pm ;
tion of our people.

When the fathers of our corvention®
met together to consult about its “cou-
stitution, they decided to go back be-
yond the convulsions of the year 1826,
and as far as possible to adopt the
principles and methods which had pre-
vailed from the beginning in the gen-
eral missionary coanvention.  One
change, however, was dictated by pru-

immediately after the war. Desola. -
tion reigned in every quarter,- ~Almost

|everything was-destroyed except the -
|courage of the people. It goes without

saying that - our churches suffered
along with other inferests. .- The ap-
prehensions of the people regardlng the
commonest necessities were 80 - con-
stant an i so keen that there was oftsn
little -time or thought for any other
concern. Many-houses of worship had

dence and bv an accurate knowledge of
the facts. Instead of establishing ‘a
Southern Baptist convention with a-
single board which should have charge
of eeveral different departments of de-

nominational exertion; it was decided: -
to establish two co-ordinate boards,
each of which should be dependent:|
upon the body that had -originated
them. These co-ordinate boards, one:]
for forelgn and the other for <domestic.
miesions, were but the forerunnera of |
In 1851 the Bible |

Tennessee, In 1859 the Theological
. Seminary, with a certain relation of|:
_dependence upon the convention, was
South
~“Oatolina.  In 1863 a Sunday .school !
- board was also established at Green: -
= ville. 1n 1858 the Womans® Mieei
ary Union was recognized. and ‘assign
to & home in Baltimore. . In 1891 an-
other Sunday echool board was creatad -
and sent to Nashvilles and in 1893 the
.Southern Baptist Hducational confers
. ence began ite existence in cloea touch
with the convention.
- The relations of these dxﬂferen -hod-
- ies fo the  central organizatior
. not always be uniform; and:7y
" are each one in its own way depend~
‘ént on the convention. Historical de-
velopment and the training that bas
besn received by our people - for fifty
years require that every religious.en-
ferprise carried on among’ whlte Bap--
tists within the limits of the South-
ern Baptist conveation shall be 1n one.
or other forin auxiliary to the conven-
tion. Whatever may be out of toueh;
and espeﬂlally out of harmony, WIth
this body, is liable to meet with more
or less decided opposition and to occa-.
sion. more or less of conflict, “The
earliest period of our history as a re-
ligious organization was closed amid |
the tremendous struggles and desola-
tions of the war between the statea. ]
The Bible board at Nashville passed:
away and was decently interred du-
ring this troublous season. The board
of foreigr missions was greatly crippled
in its operations but disaster was
averted by the devotion and eacrifices’

of some of the missionaries and of ex- |

cellent brethren in Maryland and Ken-
tucky to whom we must always be un-
der obligations. The domestic mis-
sion board devoted-its attention chief-
ly to the soldiers in the Southern arm-
iee, where it was ueeful and successful.

?8 geriod of poverty and peril—1865

It would be difficult to overestimate |
the extent of the poverty and distrees

-'1

been dismantled through military oc-
cupation or by the violence of conflict,
and it was otten a question whether it
would ever again be possible to restore
‘them to their original ‘condition.” = = - -
In the midst of these cares and sor-
rows our esteemed:colored brethren re-
tired I*om eur.churches -almost ‘to ‘a
man.  _The parting,. though mutually

1 painful;’ was accomphshed by mutual

good wishes. Buf 1t could not be pre-
vented, and we. were. compelled to ac-
cept. the. inevitable. -

Not long - after the war came’ the
trials and: repressxou of the era of re-
construction, - Ten .years of confus-
ion were entallad by this. policy; a

anxieties ‘ were gcarcely inferior to
‘those we had endured during the four
ars of armed conflict.

To this aggregation of evils was add-

‘| ed-the remarkable hnancml panic that:
“overfook the country

in the autumn
of1873, whose results were keenly felt al-
‘maost bv every inhabitant of our section
ix or seven years, :he experience
of those long days of torture and hu-

‘tmiliation are still remembered and will
jhaunt many people as an evil dream as

long as they live in the world.
1t the affairs of the coavention
were in a sorry plight, this was nodh-

1 ing more than might justly be said of

every other business enterprise. An
attempt was made at Russellville, in
1866, to revive the Bible board,and es-
tablish its home at Louisville ; but the
board was too dead for resurrection. If
the resvlution had not baen faithfully

1 embalmed in the minutes,it would not

be known that any human being had
been bold enough to recall the defunct
mstltutxon.

The Sucday school board existed for
ten short years, and in 1873 was dis-
eolved at Mobile, its effects and its
functioas being committed to the care
of the domestic mission board. Unfor-
tunately, héwever, the situation of the
latter board was by no means assured.
Asg early as 1871, there were saigges-
‘tions of merging it into the board of
foreign missions. Lhe specious plea
was urged that it would-be more econ-
omical if we return to the identical
platform which proved so unfortunate
. for the general missionary coavention
“and sustained only by asingle board,
.which should prosecute the general
work of home as well as foreign mis-
sions. These dangerous intimations
were defeated, but the board was not.
thereby restored to its former vigor.
Centrifugal forces were everwyhere at
work, Several of the states had or-
ganized missior boards to care for

'that prév alled in the bouthem country. s

‘period “in -which™ our ‘privations and "



their own territory and, honorable
state conventions dcliberately passad
resolutions by which the domestic mis-
sion board should be excluded from
their boundaries. These purposed to
take charge of the entire work of home
missions, allowing the convention 1o

make no collections and to extend no

assistance in any place where their au-
thority was respected.

Still other states had entered upon
terms of co operation with rival organ-
izations situated in other sections of
the country., That was notably true
of the district west of the Mississippi
river, which by one process or arother,
had all been lost to the domestic board.

territory. This process of disintegra-
tion was not confined to the trans-Mis
sissippi department. In some of the
states on the eastern side of the river
brethren had turned away from the
domestic board and were working in
connection with rival societies.

be.
In addition to the above, the semi-
nary was all the while in grave peril.
It encountered three crises of cardinal
importance: one in the year 1869, at
Macon ; another in 1874, at Jefferson,
Texas; and a third in 1879,at Altanta,
Georgia. They must have been com-
paratively few who had courage enough
in thosa evil days to conceive any firm
faith in the tuture of the institution.

Under all these circumstances it was
nothing more than one might expect
that questions concerning the life or
death of the convention should in due
time be raised. That issue was brought
forward and dis:ussed at Atlanta,
Georgia, during the session of the con-
vention iz 1879. Here was indeed a
‘‘battle of the giants.”” No such mo
mentous controversy has been brought
before us in the entire course of our

history. On the afternoon of the first |
a |

day an impressive freamble ard
couple of resolutions were proposed.

Tais documeant was expressed in di-
plomatic terms, and yet it was gener
ally understood that it related mainly
to the question of ‘‘preserving our ssp
arate organization.’”’ As in the case
of all issues of first-class importance,
the business was referred to a commit-
tee composed of one from each state.
When it came up for discussion on
the morning of Saturday, May 10,
1879, after an address by the chairman,
it was moved by John A, Broadus, of
Kentucky, to strike out the two reso-
Iutions, and on that proposition 3 de-
bate was held which lasted throughout
the day. Shortly before adjournment
in the afternoon, the motion of Dr.
Broadus was carried, and an amended
‘resolution was substituted in the fol-
lowing terms: ‘‘The committee to
yhom were referred the resolutions on
to-operation with our Northern breth-
ren,have had the same under consider-
ation, and instruct me to report the
following resolution :

‘Resolved, That five brethren be ap-
pointed by this convention to bear to

The
outlook was as gloomy as it well could |

our Baptist brethren of the Northern
statee, at their approaching aroioor-
saries, expressiors of our fraternal ro-
gard, and assurance that while firmly
holding to the wisdom and policy of
preserving our separate organizations,
we are ready, as in the past, to co-op
erate cordially with them in promoting
the cause of Christ in our own and
foielgﬁ lands, ’’?

n this manner an issue was quietl
closed which had threatened u;l wi!}i
the most serious consequences, and
there has never been & moment since
the year 1879 when it was even remote-
ly possible for such a question to be

{lagain discussed before the convention.
It had no agent, and was rendering no: i
assistance in any portion of that wide-

The forces that conspired togsther
to defend the life of thepconventigon in
that dark and trying ordeal deserve re-
spectful mention. = The
seminary, in its deep poverty andem- |
barrassment, found in the convention
an indispensable support. It required
an organization to which it could de-
clare its sorrows year by year, and
from which it could obtain much need-
ed assistance, On these grounds. as
well as mahy others, the seminary has
always vigorously advocated the con-
tinued maintenance of the convention.
But the sturdiest prop of an institu-
tion that was almost ready to fall was
the board of foreign missions. They
had no rivals in prosecuting the for-
eign mission work of Southern Bap
tists. On either side of the Mississippi
all states and territories were open to
them ; their agents were kindly wel-
comed everywhere, By consequence it
was in their power to efaibit a degree
of prosperity that was onusual for that
time, and to present reports that were
always gratifying and often surprising.
Friends of the convention could urge
with entire propriety that there was
no serious call to surrender as long as
this creditable work remained intact.

At the: close of our first fjfty years of
success and trial it is becoming to be-
stow a deserved meed of acknowledg
ment and gratitude upon the sturdy
board of foreign missions, and upon
their noble corresponding secretary,
Dr. H. A, Tupper, for the splendid
gervices it was given them to render
us. They brought succor and strength
and deliverance when other helpers all
failed. Without their =assistance we
should not have been able to celebrate
our jubilee today.

3. Period of prosperityl879 —1895.

Almost every interest connected with
[ the Southern “section of our couniry

began to display marked energy after
l' the year 1879. Our convention took a
new lease of existence, and after long
‘years of weakness experienced afresh
the joys of life.
The Theological Seminary, which it
, was apprehended might be suspended
, forever at the close of its sesdion in
May, 1880, found a deliverer in the
person of Goversor Joseph E. Brown
of Georgia. In March, 1880, he be-
" stowed upon ita gift of 250.000,coupled
with the condition that within a spec
|ified period the amount should be
"raised to £200,000, and this kept fov

theological



over sacred @ an endowment fund.
Here was the beginning of progress.
The fund of $200,000 was duly complet-
ed, and proved to be only the founda-
tion upon which in the past sixteen
yeara a large superstructure has been
reared. Qur seminary is one of the
most important Baptist institutions of
theological learning in the country, or
" in the world. A certain proportion of
the means that constitute this large
plant was bestowed by brethren from
the Northern states,and it is a sincere
pleasure to recognize their gererosity
and give them tnavks. But we have
not waited for other people. We have
rememberad the duty of helping our-
selves., Ths great bulk of the property
belonging to the theological seminary
must be considered as a monument of
the rising prosperity of the Southern
states and of the increasing liberality
of Southern Baptists

The receipts of the foreign mission
board began to grow apace, with the
year 1880. In the thirty-four years be-
tween 1845 and 1879 this board re-
ceived, from all sources, $999,377.23.
In the sixteen years that have elapsed
since that period it has received 81,-
411,529.14. Here is no time to enter
into minute details, but we cannot
omit to congratulate ourselves upon
the brilliant advances that have been
‘recorded in foreign missions. The fields
which up to 1879 had been cultivated
in Africa, China, and Italy have been
greatly reinforced and improved, while
other fields have been opened and suc-
cessfully cultivated in lands that were
not then occupied by us. Our wmis-
sions may not be all we could desire,
but we are heartily proud of them,
and are willing for them to be com-
pared with the work performed by

. other denominations.

The Home Miesion board, which had
s0 long keen in an enfeebled condition
began to receive new favor after 1879
In the vear 1882 it was raconstructed
at Greenville, South Carolina, and,
under Dr, I. T. Tichenor, started up-
on a career of prosperity that has been
the joy and the marvel of our recent
history. Experience has amply dem-
omstrated that this agency is necessary
to the presperity and efficiency of the
convention. ‘Cherefore we may well
rejoice in every influence that contrib-
utes to sirengthen the hands and to
improve the resource; of the home
miesion board.

Something new under the sun began
to display itsslf at Greenville. We had
long been accustomed to comparative-
ly small assemblies and the slight at-
tendance upon the sessions of the
body. Some of us hoping to correct
this evil, were siriving to induce our
brethren to return to the former prac-
tice of holding biennial sessions. At
Greenville the magpificent crowds be
gan to appear that have re:zently be-
come such a striking feature of our
convocations. There were 616 mem-
bers at B:ltimore in 1884; Louisvilie
entertained 656 in 1887; aund in other
instances the figures have gone still

dicates the fact that cur Baptist peo-

ple have always felt a gratifying

amount of interest in our affairs. I

believe we have possessed the hearts of-
tbe people in a way that can be claim
ed by few of the religious organiza-

tions of our country. The people

would have been presentin the darkest

hours of our history, but poverty for-

bade ‘them. As soon as it became

financially possible for them to travel,

they were delighted to put in their

appearance. While we have a constit-

uency of such number, character, and
resources, there can be no further
thought of surrender. A spirit of
hopefulness and enterprise has been
gaining ground for years. We feel
that we can accomplish whatever is
sensible and prudent for us to under-
take. The time has come when, with-
out conceit, we may consider that we
are well able to possess the land in
which our lot is cast.

In the gloomiest period of our suffer-
ing and privation the wise and hope-
ful correspouding secretary of the for-
eign mission- board, Dr. II. A. Tup-
per, began to encourage and promote
among our women an interest in the
subject of missions. The earliest cen-
tral committee was organized under
his direction in the year 1876, and
with persistent enthusiasm he pressed
the enterprise wherever he could find
an opportunity. There were many ob-
stacles and many opponents, but in the
year 1888, was finally established the
Woman’s Missionary Union, with its
seat in Baltimore. From the outsat
the women have been exceedingly help-
ful, but since the establishment of a
central board, they have become, in
ssveral impostant 1espects, the right
arm of our power,

Members of the convention were
greatly mortified and discouraged at
the failure of the Sunday shcool board,
in 1873. For long years it was permit-
ted to rest in peace. We were so often
reminded that such an enterprise could
not succeed in the South, that we
were almost afraid to touch it a second
time. But finally, some of our breth-
ren screwed up their courage to the
sticking place and breught the matter
to the attention of the convention at
two different sessions. After a thor-
ough discussion of the sabject in the
press and on the platform of the con-
vention, in its session at Birmingham,
in 1891, organized a new Sunday
school board at Nashville. The result
has travscended the most sanguine an-
ticipations. The Sunday school board
has proved itself a triumphant success,
and has done as much as any agency
in recent years to excite a sense of
pride in our convention and of confi-
cence in our capacities.

One of the best consequences of the
new and firmer hold on life which we
have gainedin the prosperous period
of our history has been the increased re-
pose and dignity which have thereby
besn encouraged. Especially hare our
seatiments grown more kindly, and

higher. This remarkable change i&

more fraternal towards our Northern



brethren. The fact that our footing
has become more secure has likewite
operated to increase our interest in our
colored brethren, and it is possible
that in coming years it may be givan
us to do more to ‘‘elicit, combine, |
and divect’’ their energies for their
own advantage than we have ever ac-
complished in the past.

I have chosen as the motto of my
historical discourse the word of the
Lord unto Moses: ‘‘Speak unto the
children of Israel, that they go for-
ward.’’ And I must nesds return to
it in my closing sentences. Last year
the Baptists of the Southern states
contributed only eight cents per mem
ber to promote the cause of foreign
missions, It is presumed that a simi-
lar or even smaller amount was con-
tributed for home missions and other
objects; but as I have not the facts
at hand, it will be desirable to speak
only of foreign missions. We have
made great progress since the opening
year of the convention. Our regular
contributions have advanced something
like tenfold while our membership has
hardly iocreased above fivefold.* But
we are still much behind our privi-
leges and our duty. The other great
popular denomination of our section,
the Southern Methodists, contributed
last year the pum of eighteen cents a
member for foreign missions. A com-
parison between them and ourselves is
for several reasons more just than can
be instituted between us and other re-
ligious denominations. We abide this
test very ill. tI seems to_be the siacred
duty of us all, as ministers of religion
and friends of missions, to speak unto
the Baptists of the South that they go
forward. They are surely equal to the
feat which has been accomplished by
our Methodist brethren. Indeed, if
they should give their minds to it,
they might as easily lead as follow af-
ter the Methodists. Here is a reason-
able and sober standard, Let us in
coming years bestir ourselves and see
that we measure up to it.

When the convention was holding its |
opening eession at Augusta, there was
a lad just turned eighteen years, rest-
ing under the quiet shades of Culpep-
per, in far distant Virginia. He wag
unknown to fame. Possibly no mem-
ber of the body had ever heard his
pame, In due time he appeared upon
the scene, and for a period of thirty
years played the role of our great com-
moner. For thirty years he wasthe iead-
ing force in our counsels and history,
and yet throughout that entire period
he did not occupy the smalleat office
directly in the gift of the convention.
This year of our jubilee, with all its
light and gladness, has been sadly
darkened by his departure. On the
17th of March devout men carried him
to his burial and wmade great lament-
tion over him. The foremost leader
of our history, great in the might of
his gentleness, has passed away from
us, but his fame and usefulness shall
go and grow throughout the yesrs and
ages. When you who sit herg, shall be
aged and feeble men and womep, ‘little

children will gather about your knees
with reverence and delight, to look
upon one who has seen and heard and
spoken with John A. Broadus.
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