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P R E F A C L

HE following Difcourfe makes its

appearance from the prefs, at the ear-
neft folicitations of many who heard it
from the pulpit; particularly of Meflieurs
Nathaniel Fitz-Randolph, James Hunt and
Zebulon Stout, who have voluntarily offer-
ed to fuftain the whole expenfe of its pub-
lication. Notwithftanding which, it thould
have remained among the author’s private
papers, had he not conceived it calculated,
with the blefling of Gop, to be of real

fervice to the Churches of JEsus CHRIsT.

Hopewell, New-Jerfey,

Nov. 22, 1791.






A

S E R M O N, .

II. CHRONICLES xxix. 35. ult.

So the Service of the HOU S E of the LOR D
was fet in Order.

SMALL acquaintance with the hiftory of the

kings of Ifrael may ferve to thew how varioufly
they ftood affetted towards Gop, and the things of re-
ligion. Some zealoufly adhered to the law of Mofes,
and promoted the worfhip of JEmovaHu their Gop,
to the utmoft of their power. Others were not lefs
zealous for the polytheifm of the heathen, ¢ who
¢ facrificed and burnt incenfe in the high places,
“ and on the hills, and under every green tree,”
to their idols. Even the temple of the LorD was
profaned by altars erected therein, for this fervice.

TrHus there was a continual building up and pul-
ling down, as it were in rotation, and generally in
quick fuccefion. The fon frequently overturned all
that the father had done refpeting religious wor-
fhip.  Rueful effets thefe of abfolute monarchy,
and the ftill more deplorable confequences of binding
religion in the chains of civil polity.

Hezekian, although the fon of a wicked fa-
ther, and the father of a moft flagitious fon, was a
truly
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truly pious prince; and a great reformer. He enter-
ed upon his government, by reftoring the worthip
of Gop, as his firft and principal object ; and ceafed
not, until the work was completed. He opened the
doors of the houfe of the LorD and repaired them—
called the Priefts and Levites to-their fervice—clean{-
ed the temple—replaced the holy veflels before the
altar—offered a fin-offering, to make an atonement—fet
the muficians to fing praifes in their place, and offered
burnt-offerings in abundance—

¢ So the fervice of the houfe of the LorD was fet
¢ in order.”

By the houfe of the LorD we are here to underftand,
that magnificent ftruture in Jerufalem, built originally
by king Solomon, for divine worfhip, called THE
TeEMPLE, unto which the twelve tribes were to repair
for the worfhip of Gop, at leaft, three times in the
year.

THE fervice of this houfe, confifted in the firict ob-
fervance of all the rituals contained in the levitical or ce-
remonial law. But as the whole of this fervice was typical
of better things, it was abrogated on the coming of
CurisT 5 and the temple itfelf was totally deftroyed by
Titus Vefpafian. What then ! Hath the Lorp had no
houfe for divine fervice, fince that period? He has; the
chriftian church has ever fince been the houfe of the
LorD, and will continue, as fuch, until the end of time.
By the chriftian church, I mean faints, or true believers
in the Lorp JEsus CHRrisT, properly modified; and
not a mere edifice ere¢ted by human hands, for the
{ervice of Gop. To call fuch a firu&ure the church,
is a grand folecifm, if not a proftitution of language.

Tt i$, however, diametrically oppofite to the phrafeology
of
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of facred fcripture, as appears from 1 Tim. 3. 15—
« That thou mayeft know how thou oughteft to behave
« thyfelf in the houfe of Gop, which is the church of
¢¢ the living Gop”—compared with Heb. 3. 6—* But
¢ CHRIST as a fon over his own houfe, whofe houfe are
¢ we”—We, who believe in CHRIST, to the faving
of the foul. Thus it appears, that chriftians compofe
the houfe of the Lorp, under the gofpel difpenfation.

THE fervice of this houfe comprehends the whole of
focial, publick, gofpel worfhip, as pointed out in thg
holy Bible. Good order is eflentially neceflary to an
acceptable difcharge of this fervice. The Lorp made
a breach on the Ifraelites, * for that they fought him
“ not after the due order.” * It is a mere burlefque
on religious worfhip, to attend on it, in a confufed,
clamorous, frantick manner, as fome do; infomuch
that the houfe of Gop among them, feems to be me-
tamorphofed into a bedlam. It is an apoftolick injunc-
tion, ¢ Let all things be done decently, and in order.” +
¢ Gop is not the author of confufion.” And we can-
not {uppofe it agreeable to the divine mind, that the
church fhould be like the grave, ¢ without any or-
der.” t

You need not be reminded, my brethren, that the
exprefs defign of your prefent meeting, is to attend to,
and fet in order the fervice of the houfe of the Lorbp.
May you be influenced by the fame {pirit and temper of
mind, which aftuated good king Hezekiah; and may
your attempts be crowned with equal fuccefs; then will
the words of our text moft beautifully apply—

¢ So the fervice of the houfe of the Lorp was fet in
¢ order.”

THAT
* 1 Chron. xv. 13. 1 1 Cor. xiv. 40. T Job x. 22.

|
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TuaT I may contribute my fmall mite towards the
good work, I fhall attempt, as Gop may aflift,

I. To defcribe the houfe of the Lorp, as built up-
on the gofpel plan.

II. SHEw, when it may be faid that the fervice of
this houfe is fet in order, or what is neceflary there-
unto.

I. T am to defcribe the houfe of the Lorp, as built
upon the gofpel plan, or, in other words, portray a
true gofpel church.

My bufinefs is fomewhat fimilar to that of the
prophet Ezekiel: * To ¢ thew the houfe to the houfe
¢ of Ifrael, that they may meafure the pattern,” and
alt agreeable thereto. I fhall aim at drawing defcriptive
charadters from the unerring rule of facred truth,
and fhall begin,

1. WitH the foundation of the Lorp’s houfe.
‘We may be fure that fuch a firuture is well founded ;
and this will appear to be a fa®, when we confider,
that the foundation on which the church is built,
is the Lorp Jesus CurisT. Under this charater
he is frequently {poken of in the Old and New Tefta-
ments. By implication, CH ® 15 T is held forth as
the foundation in the firft declaration of gofpel grace—
« The feed of the woman tfhall bruife the ferpent’s
¢ head.” Which imports, that, notwithftanding Adam’s
fall, Gop would have a church in the world, and
that this church fhould be founded on CurisT,
as an incorruptible, impregnable bafis. But through
mercy, Wwe are not left to fuch abftrufe, figurative

hints

* Chap. xliil. 10.
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hints only. The evangelical prophet is more éxplicit—-
Ifai. 28. 16— Therefore thus faith the Lorp Gop,
¢ Behold, I lay in Zion for a foundation, a ftone, a
¢ tried ftone, a precious corner ftone, a fure founda-
¢ tion.” 'The teftimony of the apoftle Paul is not
lefs exprefs—1 Cor. 3. 11— Other foundation
“ can no man lay, than that is laid, which is Jesus
¢ CurisT.” And Curist himfelf hath confirmed
the point. When Peter made that noble profeffion,
¢ Thou art CurrsT, the fon of the living Gop,”
our LorDp replied, “ Upon this rock will I build
“ my church, and the gates of hell fhall not prevail
“ againft it.”

THis then is the foundation of the church; and
a glorious one it is. For folidity, {plendour, incorrupt-
ibility, and intrinfick worth, it far exceeds any of
thofe precious ftones, faid to be laid as foundations
of that  wonderful city,” fpoken of in the book of
Revelation.

Frowm the foundation, I pafs on,

2. To fpeak of the materials with which this houfe
of the Lorp is built.

WE may reafonably fuppofe, that the materials which
compofe the edifice, will bear fome analogy to the foun-
dation on which they are laid. It would be a great
blunder in architeture, to raife a fuperftruéture, com-
pofed of raw, uncultivated materials, as taken from the
quarry or foreft, upon an elegant and magnificent foun-
dation. To the honour of the proprietary founder,
fuch a miftake has not here taken place. I confidently
affert therefore, that the materials with which the houfe
of the Lorp is built, confift only of perfons who are
B regenerated,
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regenerated, converted and fan&ified. Or, in a more
comprehenfive ftyle, of thofe who are faints. Of what
advantage could perfons of any other defcription be, in
the church of CurisT ? Influenced as they are, by car-
nal principles, they could never cordially promote the
fpiritual interefts of the REDEEMER’s kingdom. The
bias of their minds is repugnant thereto. Like the profane
kings of Ifrael, they would aim at overturning all the
labours of their pious progenitors, and at counterating
the beft efforts of their holy cotemporaries. In fhort,
they could be confidered in no other light than mere
excrefcences, which would render the whole body a
diftorted, putrid chaos. What would you think of a
body, confifting of a number of dead limbs or members,
in clofe contaét with a living head ? Would you not
conclude, that unlefs the members could be animated,
the head muft die too? Horrid ideca! which cannot
here apply.

¢ CurisT is the head of his body the church.” A
living and life-giving head ; therefore the members of
his myftical body muft be living faints, and not dead
finners. True, if we view them, in their natural ftate,
they wear the moft wrctched and unpromifing afpect; but
if we confider them as fit materials for the heavenly
building, they arc hewed, fquared and polifhed.  Re-
¢ newed in the {pirit of their mind.” In fhort—totally
changed. “ Ye were fomctimes darknefs, but now
¢ ye are light in the Lorp.”*

AvrtaoucH I think we might fafely reft the to-
pick on thefe rational fcriptural arguments, I fhall
neverthelefs adduce fome invincible feripture teftimo-
nies to confirm it. The declaration of CurisT fhall
lead the van. He aflures us, with a double note of
B affeveration,

% Ephefl v. 8.

S
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% cannot fee, or enter into the kingdom of Gop.”

Now, if by the kingdom of Gop the gofpel church:

is intended, or if it is included in the idea, (and
who can fay it is not?) then this {cripture amounts
to a pofitive proof of the point.

THE teftimony of the apoftle Peter, 1 apprehend, is
alfo unexceptionably clear : “ Ye alfo, as lively ftones,
* are built up a fpiritual houfe, an holy priefthood,
“ to offer up fpiritual facrifices, acceptable to Gop,
“ by Jesus Curist.” Which words are full to
the purpofe, and need no comment.

THE apoftle Paul addrefled his firft epiftle to the
Corinthians, in the following words: ¢ Unto the
¢ church of Gop which is at Corinth, to them
¢ that are fandtified in CHRIsT JEsus, called to
¢ be faints.”

I smaLL add one teftimony more, from Luke,
the faithful . hiftorian, which proves to a demon-
ftration, that truly gracious fouls were the only proper
materials of the church, in the apoftolick age—
“ And the Lorp added to the church daily fuch
“ as jhould be faved.” Let thofe look well to it,
who would add perfons of another defcription.

HaviNG taken a view of the foundation of the
church, or houfe of the Lorp, and pointed out
what kind of materials are to be built thereon,
we proceed,

3. To confider the ecreftion of this haufes; or,

in other words, defcribe the conflitution of a gofpel
church.

NorHIiNg

~

"\
affeveration, that  unlefs a2 man be born again, he \
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NoTHuING is more certain than that the clhurch;
or myftical body of Jesus CarisT, has experi-
enced a variety of tranfmutations or modifications
in the world. In the primitive ages, the church
was patriarchal. Every pious father was a prieft in
his family, and might be faid to have a church
in his houfe. This mode continued until the giv-
ing of the law; when the church became national,
and remained fo wuntil the death of CHrisT}
when there was a change of the priefthood ; and
“ of neceflity a change of the law” * refpedting it.
This rendered a new modification of the church
abfolutely neceflary; and from this period it be-
came congregational; and will continue fo until the
fecond coming of CurisT. In this view I fhall
confider the church, in all I have further to fay
refpedting it.

THE materials have already been defcribed. To
ereét the building thefe materials muft coalefce, or
be joined together; for while they continue as de-
tached pieces, (although of the myftical body of
CurisT) they cannot, with any propriety, be term-
ed, a church. They become a gofpel church, there-
fore, by confederation, or mutual compaét; in
which, ¢ they give up themfelves to the Lowrnp,
% and to one another, by the will of Gobp ;” co-
venanting by grace divine to difcharge all the du-
ties incumbent upon them, in this gofpel relation;
and to * walk in all the commandments and ordi-
¢ nances of the LorD blamelefs.” Thus they be-
come a body corporate, under CHrisT the head,
¢ from which all the body by joints and bands, having
¢ nourithment miniftered, and knit together, in-
¢ creafeth with the increafe of Gop” +—* in whom

(13 311
* Heb. vii. 12. 1 Colofl. ii. 19
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« all the building fitly framed together, groweth \
« ynto an holy temple in the Lorp.”*

THE number neceffary to conftitute a church,
“is not afcertained; but as CuRisT hath promifed
his gracious prefence ¢ with two or three, gathered
“ together in his name,” if this may be applied to
the gathering of a church, (and I fee not why it
may not) it muft indicate that a few may compofe a
church, even fuppofing thefe two or three are a
certain, for an uncertain number. They fhould not
however be fo numerous, as not to be able, commodi-
oufly, to meet together, for divine fervice, in one p]acé.f

THE houfe being erefted, let me crave your atten-
tion, for a few minutes,

4. AT the door. Behold, it ftands wide open,
as though it invited weary travellers to come in.
But of what, think you, is it made? a péarl'
yes, A goodly pearl”—of extraordinary magni-
tude—of matchlefs brilliancy—and of ineftimable
worth.—This pearl was generated in the ocean of
eternity—came down from the third heaven—Iay
nine months concealed in a facred repofitory, and
was afterwards expofed to publick view, in various
places, for more than thirty years. But, firange to
fay, was deemed a counterfeit gem ; and defpifed by
all, except a few fingular charafters, who, through
the medium of fome rare opticks, difcovered its
fplendour and admired its excellence.

It is Incarnate Deity. Read this infcription—con-
fider by whom it was written—and it will con-
firm all I have faid. “ I am the door: by me, if any
“ man enter in, he fhall be faved.” t

I ApMIRE

* Ephef. ii. 21. + 1 Cor. xi. 19. Chap. xiv. 23,
1 John. x. 9.



I ApMrre fuch infcriptions, as they ferve to il
tuftrate matcers, which otherwife would remain en-
veloped in profound myftery. You fee then, that
Curist is the door, which leads into the church.
¢ And he that entereth not by #kis door into the
% {heepfold, but climbeth up fome other way, the fame
“ js a thief and a robber.”

WuiLE ftanding at the door, will you pleafe,

5. To caft your eyes up to the windows, and
to take a view of them. Precious ftones, of vari-
ous forts, feem to compofe the whole of this build-
ing: not only the foundation and walls are of
choice, living ftones; and the door, a pear/, but
even the windows are formed of agates. Pliny tells
us,  That the fingular grace and commendation
¢ of an agate is to be clear and tranfparent like
¢ glafs,” therefore proper for windows, which
are to receive and let in the light. The Lorp, of
old, made this promife to the church, “ I will
¢ make thy windows of agates;” * which prediction
he hath accomplithed in the appointment of gofpel
ordinances. Thefe ordinances, therefore, are the
windows of the church; and being exceedingly lus
cid, let in the moft refulgent rays, ecmitted from
the glorious Sun of righteoufnefs; to the great com-
fort and inexpreflible joy, of all who are fo happy as
to dwell in this houfe, which often caufes them
to fay, “ It is good for us to be here” ¢ For
¢ a day in thy courts is better than a thoufand”

clfewhere.

I wiLL now invite you within doors : Here,

6. Tue
* Ifaiah liv. 12,
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6. PuE firft thing that firikes the eye is the.

pavement. This, you fee, is  laid with ftones of
« fair colours;” * ¢ Glittering ftones;” fuch as can
never be found in any other pavement. They ad-
here fo clofely to each other, that you can {carce-
ly difcern a joint, and are fo arranged, that one
adds luftre to another, and the whole embellithes
the houfe. Now, thefe petrified materials are hum-
ble faints, who, in their own eftimation, are the
meaneft and loweft in the church. Such are ge-
nerally perfecuted, and trampled upon by the peo-
ple of the world. They are, neverthelefs, polithed
by the gracious influences of the fpirit of Gobp ;

and the more they are trampled under foot, the
more they fhine.

THE next thing which commands our attention,
are,

7. THE pillars. Solomon faith, “ Wifdom hath .

¢ builded her houfe, fhe hath hewn out her feven pil-
¢ lars.”4 This houfe is the church, the LorDp’s houfe,
which we are attempting to defcribe. The fevez
pillars, according to Pool and other expofitors, in-
tend prophets, apoftles, and other minifters of the
fan&uary. Minifters may be termed pillars in the
following refpeits.

1. PiLLars are cre&t and lofty. So faithful mi-
nifters arc not only upright in their outward de-
portment, but they arc alfo ereét, with regard to
the dollrines of the gofpel. Here they remain
unwarped. We are alarmed when we fec a re-
clining pillar—are apprchenfive it will fail and pre-
judice the building. So when a minifter inclines to,

, and
# Tfuah live 171, | Proverbs ix. 1.

-
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and embraces error, he not only * falls from his
¢ own fteadfaftnefs,” but generally brings down others
with him, and occafions a terrible breach in the
church. Witnefs the abettors of the dorine of
univerfal falvation. I obferved, pillars’ are lofty.
Pious minifters foar aloft in their meditation. Their
¢ converfation is in heaven,” and the doétrines
they preach are fublime. 2. Pillars are for the
Jupport of the building. When Samfon had pulled
down the two main pillars of Dagon’s temple, the
whole fabrick fell. Minifters are  fet for the de-
¢ fence of the gofpel,” and confequently for the
fupport of the church, which is * built upon the
“ foundation of the apoftles and prophets,” i. €. on
the doltrines they preached. Now minifters are to
preach and defend thefe great gofpel doctrines,
and fo build up the church in the “ moft holy
¢ faith.” They are to * ftrengthen the weak hands,
¢ and confirm the feeble knees.” To ¢ fay unto
* ¢ them that are of a fearful heart, Be ftrong.” 3.
Pillars are ornamental to a building; for which end
they are hewn, planed, painted and varnithed.
Wone need be informed how much an able and
faithful minifiry adds to the beauty, as well as
ftrength of the church. For this purpofe they are
hewn by the ax of the law—{moothed by the
plane of the gofpel—painted by the gifts and graces
of the {pirit, and varnithed by human erudition.
This varnith, fome deem fuperfluous, although =
qualification of great importance, and ought never
to be difpenfed with, when it can be obtained.

IN ancient times, there were fchools of the pro-
phets ; and they are not lefs needed now. May
fuch inftitutions be encouraged. We can do little
or mothing elfe towards preparing thefe pillars. It

— N
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is a pity we thould be reluCtant in this. I am
forry to fay, that feveral young minifters, of bright
natural parts, and gracious endowments, are groan-
ing for want of this advantage.

Peruars fome of you may be rendered a little i
aneafy by this digreffion ; if fo, you may find relief,,

8. By cafting your eyes up to the galleries.
They, I am fure, will not only command your at-
tention; but infpire you with pleafing’ admiration,
and rapturous aftonifhment.—How fplendid ! How |
well decorated! How finely finithed! Incapable of
any additional elegance or beauty, from the niceft
touches of the fineft pencil |—Thofe galleries muft
have been intended to accommodate perfons of high
rank. The grandeft monarch might, in chara&er,
refide there—But here is an infcfiption, in capi-
tals——THE KING IS HELD IN HIS GALLE-
RIES.—How a propos!—This confirms our conjec-
ture, that thefe galleries were defigned for the ac-
commodation of fome grand perfonages. Thefe
things will appear more confpicuous, if we feruti-
nize the figure before us. Thefe galleries® are the or-
dinances of the gofpel.—The king, who is faid to be
held in them, is King Jesus—The king of glory—
The king of faints. In thefe ordinances he is held with
the cords of love, grace and promife. Here is his
abode—here he delights to dwell, and hold fellowfhip
with his faints. Yes. ¢ Here CurisT and his people
¢ walk and converfe together; here he difclofes
¢ the fecrets of his heart to them, leads thiem into
a further acquaintance with his covenant, and the
bleflings and promifes of it ; and here they have
delightful views of his perfon and fulinefs; fee

C “ the

* Galleries is a figurative term.
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“ the king in his beauty, and behold the good
“ land which is afar off.” *

TiMe admonifhes me to lead you,

9- To the roof of the houfe. What elegant flights
of ftairs we afcend! + well worthy of more attention-
than fuch a curfory view. But here we muft make no
halt. May each of us be ambitious of afcending higher
and higher in the divine life, until we arrive at the fums
mit of grace and ufefulnefs in the church.

‘WE are now on an elevated ftand f—fanned by «
ferene and wholefome air §~—regaled with. a glorious:
profpet [|—variegated: with delightful fcenes for mental:
improvement.

BuT the roof, in order, claims our principal atten-
tion. Ob, how tranfcendently excellent! What fym-
metry and exa& proportion, in all the parts! The ba-~
luftrade ** is fo well conftruted, as.to render our pre-
fent elevated ftation fafe and commodious. But of
what materials doth this covering confift ! The roof of
the altar of incenfe was overlaid with pure gold. ++
That was richi and {plendid, but this excels. How fhall
I undertake to defcribe it ? What mortal man is equal
to the tafk  Here an angel’s tongue would falter. I
can only fay, this houfe is covered with divinity itfelf.
All the perfetions of the DerTy compofe the:roof. if
¢ Who by fearching can find out Gop ?” Who can
¢ find out the ALMIGHTY unto perfeftion ?” §§

“ There

* Dr. Gill on Cant. vii. 5. *# Providence.
+ Faith, hope, love, &c. 1+ Exodus xxx. 3.
1 Divine contemplation. 11 Pfalm xci. 1. 4.
§ Breathings of the fpirit. §§ Job xi. 7.

|l Grace and glory.
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« There is no -fearching of his underftanding.” * I
mutft refer you to your own meditations ; for I tremble
at the idea of any further defcription.

 Come then, expreffive filence, mufe his praife.”

ro. HavING thus attempted to defcribe the houfe of
the LORD, as built upon the gofpel plan; perhaps fome
may expet, that fomething Thould be faid refpeting the
archite?.  'When we fee a magnificent edifice, neatly
executed according to the rules of art, we arc naturally
led to inquire, Who was the builder? To this, in the
prefent cafe, Imight return a fummary anfwer. “ He
¢ that built all things is Gop. ” + But the apoftle ad-
drefling the Corinthian church, is more explicit. “ Ye
¢ are GoD’s building.”} Yes. The triune JEHOVAH
was the builder of this edifice. Gobp, the Father,
chofe the materials: GoD, the Son, purchafed them with
his moft precious blood ; and Gop, the Holy Ghoft,
by his powerful and gracious influences, hews, planes,
polithes and fits them for the building. Each of thefe
divine perfons is equally concerned in the eretion of
the houfe. JrnHovan then is the grand Architeét or
Mafter Builder ; therefore we have no reafon to wonder
that it is fuch a magnificent ftructure. But as Gop
works by means, minifters of the gofpel may be con-
fidered as under-workers, in building the church.
¢ We-then are workers together with Him.” § An ho-~
nourable employment this ! Therefore the apoitle en-
joins it upon common nembers to *“ efteem them very
¢ kighly in love for their works’ fake.” || But -then
minifters dhould give all the honour of {uccefs to the
Lorp :

* Tfaiah x1. 28. § 2 Cor. vi. 1.
+ Heb. iii. 4. I 1 Thef. v. 13.
3 1 Cor, iii. g.
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LorDp: For, « Except the LorD build the houfe, they
¢ labour in vain that build it.” *

I smary clofc this head with an extra&t from
that moft excellent expofitor of fcripture, Do&or Gill,
on 1 Cor. iii. g—Y% are God’s building. * Believers in
“ a church ftate, are Gob’s houfe, in which he dwells,
¢ and which he himfelf has built; he has laid the
¢ foundation, which is Jesus CHRrisT ; he makes his
people lively ftones, and lays them on it ; he raifes
up the fuperftructure and will complete the building,

.and ought to bear all the glory, and in all which he
makes ufe of his minifters as inftruments.”

({4
(14
({4
(11

PROCEED we now,

II. To fhew, when it may be faid, that the fervice
of the houfe of the LORD is fet in order, or what is
neceffary thereunto.

I HavE already obferved, that the fervice of the
houfe of the LorD includes the whole of gofpel wor-
fhip, pointed out in the facred oracles, fo far as it refpects
focial, publick worfhip. Now that this fervice may be
fet in due order, it is neceffary,

1. TuaT the church be duly organized with proper
officers. No machine can move regularly, when it lacks
any of its main {fprings, or moft important wheels.
Neither can a church without its officers. Divelted of
thefe, the fervice of the houfe of the LORD can never
be fet in complete order. There are fome parts of di-
vine fervice which none but proper officers have a
right to perform. Uzzah was ftruck dead for touching
the ark, which none had a right to do but the priefts.
The LORD is 2 jealous GoD, and will be worfhipped in

his
* Pfalm cxxvii. 1.
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his own prefcribed way. It is finful and dangerous for
any one, however zealous, to go beyond his own line of
duty, and intrude on another’s province. It would be
well if thofe, who are over-fond of thrufting themfelves
into the miniftry, would confider this. Probabiy you
are ready to inquire, “ Who are the proper officers in
“¢ a gofpel church ?” I anfiver, Minifters and deacons, and
they only. One of the excellencies of the gofpel, in
my opinion, confifts in its fimplicity or plainnefs ; being
free from parade, or pompous thow. Under the Jewith
economy, while the church was in a ftate of infancy,
fuch tinfel ornaments fuited the times, and temper of
the people : their place of worfhip, their pricfts’ veft-
ments, and all their numerous rites were pompous and
thowy. But under the chriftian economy, gofpel wor-
fhip, in imitation of its humble, yet adorable author
and obje&, puts away thefe (comparatively) gaudy,
childith things; and becomes more plain and fpiritual.
Religious rites are reduced to two, plain, pofitive ordi-
nances, baptifm, and the LorD’s fupper; and the offi-
cers of the church to the fame number, minifters and
deacons. By minifters, I mean fuch as fuftain the high-
eft office in a gofpel church. Who are indifcriminately
termed bifhops, paftors, teachers, elders, &c. I have
chofen to ftyle them minifters, as being the moft com-
mon appellation among us, if not in feripture.  Their
work lies chiefly, in preaching the gofpel, adminiftring
ordinances, leading and governing the church. Dea-
cons are ‘“ helps” to minifters, and their work confifts,
principally, in managing the outward concerns of the
church. 'Which two officers, as I intimated before, are
all that are pointed out in fcripture, as neceflary, for
the due organization of a gofpel church. *

2. MinisTeRrs and deacons fhould not only exift in
the
* Phil, i,
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the church, but they fhould be indued into office in a
regular, orderly way. There is but little reafon to ex-
pect that thofe who fet out in a diforderly manner, will
ever be reduced to order themfelves; and ftill lefs, that
they will contribute much towards fetting the fervice of
the houfe of the Lorp in order. Thefe officers then are
to be chofen and fet apart to office, by the common fuf-
frage of the church; which certainly hath a right to the
improvement of the gifts of all its members; and ought
to call forward fuch as, in their opinion, are qualified
for office, and to put them on trial. Thus candidates
are to ““ be proved,” and, upon giving fufficient evidence
of their qualifications, are to be ordained, or fet apart
to their refpedtive offices. As to the mode of condu&-
ing this bufinefs, I fhall fay but little. It is generally
performed by impofition of hands and prayer ; but as,
in my humble opinion, the eflence of ordination confifts
in the call of the church, and the acceptation of that
call, attended with prayer, I look upon laying on of
hands as a mere formal rite, not founded on {cripture.
Dodtor Gill faith, * No inftance can be given of hands
¢ being laid on any ordinary minifter, paftor or elder,
¢ at his ordination ; nor, indeed, of hands being laid
“ on any, upon whatfoever account, but by extraordi-
 nary perfons ; nor by them upon any minifters, but
¢ extraordinary ones; and even then not at and for the
¢ ordination of them.” Howcver, when regularly
called and ordained, a minifter is vefted with the whole
power of the minifterial office ; and, by virtue of his
great mafter’s commiffion, may preach the gofpel, and
adminifter ordinances, in any part of the world, where
Gonp in his providence may call him ; and is then eligi-
ble as paftor, of any orderly church that may call him to
prefide over them.

3. Preaching the gofpel is an effential branch of

divine
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divine fervice. The grand defign of this inftitation is te
fave finners, of Adam’s race, from eternal mifery, in a
way confiftent with the claims of a violated law, and
the honour of the divine perfetions and government.,
¢ It hath pleafed Gop, by (what the world efteems)y
¢¢ the foolifhnefs of preaching, to fave them that believe.”
This is the moft important fervice that ever demanded
the attention of man. The pofition of a minifter is
enough to make a man, of any fenfibility, tremble :
he ftands between the living and the dead—the living
Gop and dead finners. “ Who is fufficient for thefe
¢ things ?” No man, of himfelf. Does fuccefs depend:
on the overtures of the minifter ? No. Were he poflef~
fed of the wifdom of Solomon, the firmnefs of Elijah:
and the zeal of Phineas, united with the fanctity of
John, the engagednefs of Paul and the eloquence of
Apollos, he would be unequal to the tatk. A divine
energy, only, can render his labours fuccefsful. Ne-
verthelefs, thofe who are engaged in this arduous
Sfervice, fhould attend to it ¢ after the due or-
¢ der.” They thould preach the pure gofpel, and
not a mere fyftem of morality., Cautious fhould
they be of blending law and gofpel, grace and
works. They fhould preach falvation, through
CurisT, in a way of free, rich and fovereign
grace. “ Not of works, left any man fhould
¢ boaft.” It behoves them to * be inftant in feafon:
“and out of feafon,” and to fpeak with fo much
life and energy as to cvince that their whole foul
is engaged in the work. Their language fhould be
plain, yet mafculine ; their reafoning clear, yet ners
vous ; their countenance, open and free ; their action,
eafy and graceful.

4. Social and publick prayer is a very material part of
the fervice of the houfe of the Lorp. Hence it is
emphatically
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emphatically called “ An houfe of prayer,” twice i
“ one verfe. Ifai. 1vi. 7—¢ Even them will I bring to
“ my holy mountain, and make them joyful in my
“ houfe of prayer: their burnt-offerings and their facrifi-
¢ ces fhall be accepted upon mine altar ; for mine houfe
 {hall be called an houfe of prayer for all people.” But
there could be no propriety in terining the LORD’s
houfe, an houfe of prayer, if prayer were not a con-
fiderable part of the fervice of that houfe. By a man
of the world we underftand an exceedingly worldly
man. By a man of Gop, a holy, godly man, a man
devoted to the fervice of Gop. So, a houfe of prayer,
is an houfe devoted to that fervice. Such was the tem-
ple, which was dedicated to the fervice of the Lorbp,
by a moft excellent prayer, otfered up by king Solomon;
and from that time forward, it was a houfe devoted to
focial, publick prayer, for all the tribes of Ifrael. In
like manner, the gofpel church is an houfe of prayer.
Hence it is faid of the three thoufand, who were added
to the church on the day of Pentecoft, that ¢ They
¢ continued fteadfaftly in the apoftles’ do¢trine and fel-
¢ lowihip, and in brecaking of bread, and in prayers.”
A clear proof this, that focial, publick prayer, was, at
that early period, an effential branch of divine fervice.
So it has continued to the prefent day; and fo it will
continue to the end of time; for the fervice of the
houfe of the LoORD cannot be fet, or kept in order
without it.

5. HARMONIOUSLY [finging the praifes of God, avith
wnited woices, is allo a branch of the fervice of the
houfe of the LORD ; and a delightful employ it is. No
part of divine fervice fo much refembles heaven as this.
The angels, we are fure, make it part of their fervice.
Thefe ¢ morning ftars” {ang together, when the foun-
dations of the earth were laid.  They alfo fung an

hymn
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hymn of praifec when the REDEEMER was born ; and
they will unite with the redcemed throng, in finging
anthems of praife to GoD and the LaMe, for ever and
ever. The light of nature direéts to the performance
of this fervice. It is of a moral nature, binding upon
all rational intelligences, and has ever been in practice,
from the earlieft ages, not only among thofe who have
had the advantage of divine revelation, but alfo among
the heathen. ¢ The f{weet pfalmift of Ifrael,” who
was a man after Gop’s own heart, advanced pfalmody
to a high pitch of glory. In his opinion, this fervice
was more pleafing to GoD than offerings and facrifices;*
and he was anxious that all the inhabitants of thc earth
fhould join in this fervice.+ Good king Hezekiah,
when reftoring the worfhip of Gob, was careful to fet
this fervice in order ; fo that ¢ when the burnt-offering
“ began, the fong of the LoRD began alfo.” Neither
was this glorious part of divine worfhip omitted in the
gofpel church. At the inftitution of the Lord’s fup-
per, the folemnity was concluded by finging an hymn.
A divine precedent this—fanctioned by the dire&tion of
CurisT, who, no doubt, joined in chorus with his
difciples. The apoftle Paul, in two diftinét epiftles,
exhorts the churches to the praftice of fpeaking to
themfelves, or ‘ teaching and admonithing one another,
 in pfalms and hymns and fpiritual fongs, finging and
“ making melody, with grace in their hearts, to the
“ LorD.”f Now the apoftle might have faved himfelf
this labour, had it not been the duty of the churches
to fing praife to GoD, with united voices. 1 would afk
for what purpofe the ALM1GHTY has endowed us with
organical powers of melodious {ymphony, or a concord-
ant harmony of voices, if not publickly to found forth
his praife ? Methinks the winged chorifters of the
D grove,
% Pfalm Ixix. 30, 31. + Plalm xcvi. 1, 2.
t Ephefl v. 19.  Col. iii, 16.
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grove, which fing among the branches, * reproach the
filence of thoefe people, who do not make finging the
praifes of Gop, an important branch of the fervice of
the houfe of the LorDp.  Blefled are they that dwell
“ in thy houfe; they will be fiill praifing theo.
 Selah.” ¢

6. ADMINISTRING gofpel ordinances is an effen-
tial branch of the {ervice of the House of the
Lorp: I mean beptifm and the Lord’s  fupper.
Thefe are plain and pofitive inftitutions of our LorD
Jesus CurisT, never to be difpenfed with., Bap-
tifm, if not an initiating ordinance, as it is frequent-
ly called, it is an eflential pre-requifite to admifficn in-
to the church. Read over the apoftoiick account of
gathering and fettling churches, or receiving mem-
bers into communion, and you will find that it was
the uniferm and invariable cuftom, (from which we
ought never to fwerve) firft to baptize, and then re-
ceive perfons into the church. The adminiftrators
of this ordinance are regular, ordained minifters of
the gofpel ; the only proper fubjedts of it are men
and women, 1 profeiling repentance towards Gobp, §
and faith in our LoRD Jesus CurisT; | the mode
of adminiftration is immerfion, or dipping the party
in water, § in the name of the FATHER and of the
SoN and of the HorLy GHosT. ft

THris rite is emblematical of the death, burial
and refurretion of CHRIsT; and, unto the party bap-
tized, is a fign and obligation of his death unto
fin, and refurredtion to newnefs of life. ++ And, ac-

cording

* Pfalm civ. 12. + Pfalm Ixxxiv. 4.
1 A&s viil. 12. § Mark i. iv. I A&s viii. 37.
] Many Pedobaptifts have acknowledged this is the fcrip-

« yural mode. 1} Mat. xxviii. 19. {1 Rom.vi. 3, 4
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cording to Theodoret, as quoted by Witfius, “ It
¢ is an earneft of good things to come, a type of
¢« the future refurreftion, a communion in the fuf-
“ ferings, and a participation of the refurreGtion of
“ our LorpDp.”

THE Lord’s fupper was inftituted by Curist,
immediately after eating the paffover, on that for-
rowful night in which he was betrayed ; and is to
continue in the church until he fhall come the fe-
cond time, without fin, unto falvation. The grand
defign of this infitution is to commemorate the
death and fufferings of the blefled JEsus. 'The great
Witfius defines this ordinance thus:  The LoRD’s
“ fupper is the facrament of education, or nou-
¢ rifhment in the New Teftament church, wherein,
“ by the fymbols of bread broken, and the wine
¢ poured out, the dreadful fufferings of CurisT
¢ arc rcprefented to believers; and the promifes cf
¢ the New Teftament and enlivening communion with
“ CurisT, made perfe&t by fufferings, both in grace
“¢ and glory, are fignified and fealed unto them.”
The apofile Paul terms it, ¢ The communion of
“¢ the body and blood of CarisT;” intimating,
that believers have fellowthip with CHRIST, in this
ordinance, in the benefits of his death and fuffer-
ings ; or, that they participate in the bleflings pur-
chafed thereby.

Tue adminifirators of this rite are the fame as
in baptifin; the fubje@s are baptized believers, in
a church ftate, who are to  examine themfclves,
¥ and fo to eat of that bread and drink of that cup;”
The fymbols are bread and wine, over each of which
thanks are to be given i‘parately ; when the bread
heing broken, and the¢ wine poured out, communi-

cants
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cants are to partake, in both kinds, with devout
affeftions 5 and the folemnity is to be concluded by
“ finging a hymn or pfalm.” 'This fervice of the
houfe of the LoRD fhould be carefully fet, and
maintained in order; for it is of fo much import-
ance, that there cannot be an orderly gofpel church
without it. ¢ This do,” faith CHRIST, * in remem-
 brance of me.”

7. Difeipline is a neceflary branch of the fervice of
the houfe of -the LorD. The defign of this inftitution
is to keep the church pure, regulate its concerns, re-
move diforders, and, as much as may be, prevent their
taking place. Confidered as a focicty, or incorporated
body, the church adopts, and in effe&, fubfcribes to
certain conftitutional rules, drawn up by CurIsT, and
engrofled in the archives of facred truth. By thefe
rules the church is governed, and ought never to devi-
ate therefrom, an hair’s breadth. The government
founded on thefe rules, is truly republican; fo con-
firucted, as not to invade the rights of human nature.
Every male member has an equal vote, in all matters of
bufinefs. The executive power is lodged in the hands of
the minifter, who is to take the lead in all points of ad-
miniftration ; but in no cafe whatevcr, is his will to give
law. He is the church’s ¢ fervant for Jesus’ fake”—is
amenable to her, and muft not  lord it over GoD’s
¢¢ heritage.” What I have further to fay under this head,
will refpet the admiflion of members, their duties as
fuch—oftences cognizable by the church, and its deal-
ings thereon.  With refpect to the admiflion of mem-
bers out of the world, none have a right thereto but
believers in CHRIsT, baptized on a perfonal profcflion
of faith ; fuch as the church fhall charitably judge, are
regenerated, or born again ; found in the dodirines of
the gofpel, and of an holy life and converfation.

Thefe,



Thefe, on covenanting to adhere to the rules of thie
church, are to be received, and to have the right hand
of fellowfhip given them, in token of union, and full
communion with the church, in all the rights and pri-
vileges thereof. Members moving from other churches,
may be admitted on producing letters commendatory
and difmiffive. Any excluded for offences, fhould
be re-admitted on a credible profeflion of repent-
ance. Thus perfons become free denizens in the city of
the living Gop, and ought to be entirely devoted to his
fervice. Befides their general obligations, as chriftians,
there are fome fpecial relative duties, which concern,
and oblige them, as members; fuch as,  Brotherly
“ love” *~—Chriftian forbearance +—ZEfteem and care
one for another t—Frequent exhortation §—Tender
rebuke |l-—To efteem, honour and fupport their
minifters §—To contribute cheerfully and liberally
to the exigencies of the church**—And, conftantly
to attend meetings for bufinefs or worfhip, in their
own place. ++ Now, were all the members of churches
confcientioufly to attend to thefe and fimilar duties,
there would be but little call for the ufe of difcipline
as a rod. But there are unworthy charatters in the
pureft churches, who fail not to occafion trouble.
¢ It is impoflible but that offences will come.”}t Here
I am naturally led to point out offcnders, cognizable by
the church, and fhew how they are to be treated. The
following may be deemed fuch offenfive charalters as to
call for notice. 1. Men of turbulent paffions unfub-
dued, who are always contentious and troublefime, dif-
turbing the peace of the church, and often cauf-
ing divifions. §§ 2. Thofe who do not kcep their

place

* Hecb. xiii. 1. + Ephef. iv. 2.
1 Phil. ii. 3. 1 Cor. xil. 25. § Heb. iii. 10.
|l Lev. xix. 17. € 1 Thef. v. 13. 1 Tim. v. 17,18,
*#% 2 Cor. ix. 6, 7. +1 Heb. x. 25.
11 Luke xvii. 1. 6§ 1 Cor. xiv 16, Gal.v. 12,
I——
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place in the houfe of Gop, but negle&t affembling
with the faints for worfhip or bufinefs.* 3. Indo-
lent, diforderly perfons, who, “ working not at all,”
provide not for their own families, but are bufy-
bodies in other people’s matters, whifpering and back=~
biting. + 4. Such as are notorioufly guilty of atro-
cious crimes, or immoral adtions.3 5. Erroneous per-
fons, who {werve from the truth, and fubftitute
damnable herefies and doétrines of devils.§ Now
fuch charalters ought certainly to be dealt with.
But, how ? Not implicitly, on bare report. Subftantial
proof is neceflary to conviction. || Neither fhould any be
proceeded againft with rigorous feverity. Strict dif-
cipline ought to be maintained, yet juftice fhould
be tempered with mercy.q§ How much lefs fhould
any be proceeded againft with rancour and malice
in the heart, to gratify paffion, by way of re-
venge.* A too hafty procedure is by no means
juftifiable. Is it not more eligible to imitate the
Almighty, who is long-fuffering and waiteth to be
gracious! I apprehend, therefore, that the procefs
againft an offending brother, fhould, in general, be
carried on nearly as follows. The delinquent thould
be cited to appear before the church, and have a
fair hearing, with the liberty of making his defence.
Should he make a free and open confeflion of his
fault, with expreflions of hearty remorfe, a word
of admonition might fuffice, as cenfure, unlefs the
crime fhould be of an atrocious mnature; and even
then, fhould the offender give evident marks of
true contrition, a fufpenfion, for a prudential time,
from the LORD’s table and the rights of govern-

" ment,
* Jude xix. + 2 Thelliit. 11,12, 14
2Cor. xil. 20. 1 1 Cor. v. 11. § Rom. xvi. 17,
2 Pet. ii. 1. 1 Tim. iv. 0. {| Deat. xix. 15.
Mat. xviii. 16. q Gal. vi, 1. * Tphell iv. 31.
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ment, might be deemed fufficient punifhment. I canm
no more approve of the excommunication of a true,
humble penitent, than I can of the amputation of
a diftempered member of the body, which time,
and proper applications, might reftore. To me an
excifion of fuch a brother would appear inhuman,
unprecedented, and unwarranted by {cripture. But
thould the offender be contumacious, and appear
hardened under difcipline, exclufion muft and ought
to take place; leaving the event to the wifdom and
mercy of Gop. In cafe of private perfonal offence,
the rule laid dewn by cur Lorp, Mat. xviii. 13,
16, 17, ought to be invariably adhered to.

8. TwHE communion of churches may contribute
much towards fetting the fervice of the houfe of the
LoR&D in order.

ArLTHOUGH churches are independent of each
other, with refpe&t to power and government, yet the
gofpel they profefs binds them to hold communion, in
brotherly love—fellowfhip—gifts—council and proper-
ty. Brotherly love is effential to chriftianity, and ne-
ceflarily exifts, not only between believers, as individu-
als, but between gofpel churches; efpecially thofe of
the fame faith and order. Thefe ought to hold fellow-
thip with cach other, occafionally, at the LORD’s ta-
ble. Thofe who have a ftated fupply of minifterial
gifts, fhould communicate to thofe who are deftitute.
A council of churches, is fometimes needful to fettle
difputes ; and a communication of property to indigent
churches, - is but a reafonable fervice.

BuT that the communion of churches may ripen to
maturity, they fhould aflociate, and become an ecclefi-
. aftical



( 32 )
aftical body; to mect, by their delegates, periodically,
for the tranfa&ion of bufinefs.

-

Sucu an affociation has been countenanced by the
cuftom of the churches in all ages of chriftianity, and is
fanctioned by an apoftolick precedent.*  And as ““ In
“ the multitude ‘of counfellors there is fafety,” there
appears to be the greateft utility in' fuch a union of the
churches, that they may confult the general good of the
whole, confiftent with the honour of CHRIST and in-
tereft of religion. They are all embarked in one common
caufe, and their united efforts are moft likely to promotc
it. ¢ Two are better than one, and a three, a thirty,
¢ or a forty-fold cord is not quickly broken.”

Tue advantages "arifing from the affociation of
churches, are too many to be here enumerated. I fhall
inftance only in a few particulars. 1. Hereby a more
fTenPr«l kriowledge of the ftate of the churches is ob-
tained—a defirable object this, in itfelf, and ferves as a
direétory in our prayers and interceflions for the body at
large. 2. Thefc interviews are not only the means of
forming acquaintances, but of promoting brotherly
love, and uniting each to other, in the bonds of chriftian
affeétion, and efteem.  And oh! ¢ How good and how
¢ pleafant it is for brethren to dwell together in unity.”
3. Nothing can have a more diret tendency towards an
eftablifhment in the doétrines of grace. To hear fo
many letters read from churches fo widely extended,
breathing the fame language; and fo many mouths
{peaking the fame things, muft be confirming. 4.
Hereby a noble ftandard is erected againft error, herefy
and all innovations in do&rine and worfhip. 5. Cafes
too difficult for determination in a particular church,
may here be fully and fatisfactorily folved. 6. Deftitute

churches,
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churches, on application, may receive fupplies. 7. A
fund may be raifed for educating candidates for the mi-
niftry and other valuable purpofes. In one word, no
inftitution can be founded, that will have a greater ten-
dency to fet the whole fervice of the houfe of the
LoRD in order.

9. A DUE attention to the #ime allotted for focial
worthip, may contribute much towards {fetting the
fervice of the houfe of the LorD in order. The
oracles of truth inform us, that Gop hath appointed
one day in feven, to be obferved as a fabbath, or
day of reft, from all worldly avocations; and wholly
devoted to divine fervice, to the end of time. This
is a primordial law—the firft made for man. Its
author and antiquity give it energy and luftre. It
is aritten in the volume of THTE B O O K—nearly
at the head of the infpired volume—Gen. ii. 2, 3—
“ And on the feventh day Gop ended his work,
¢ which he had made, and he refted on the {feventh
* day from all his work, which he had made. And
“ Gop blefled the feventh day, and fandtified it,
“ becaufe that in it he had refted from all his work,
¢ which GobD created and made.” :

HERE we have the origin of the fabbath, exhibit-
ed in a concife, but folemn manner; well comporting,
with the dignity of the fubje&. Shall I adventure a
fhort paraphrafe, by way of elucidation? Mofes fays,
And on the feventh day G O D ended his awork. Or
had ended, for he wrought none on the feventh day.
Hence it follows, which be had made. In the preceding
fix days, Gop completed the whole work of creation.
And he refled the feventh day from all his wsrk. Not
as being weary, but he ceafed working, and took a
complacency in the things he had formed, as being

E perfe&t
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perfect in themfelves, and a mirror of the divine per-
feCtions.  Which he had made is repeated, to command
attention, and to excite pleafing admiration, at the
ftupendous works of creation, which none but H E,
the GREAT GOD, could have cfletted. And
GO D blefed the feventh day, and fanélified ir. He.
pronounced it a good and a happy day; which then
was, and thenceforth fhould be appropriated to the
moft blefled purpofes of praifing and adoring Jrmo-
vau; and fthould prove a blefled day to all true wor-.
fhippers. Therefore he funétified it.  Not by infufing
holinefs into it; of which a day is incapable. But
he fet it apart, by a pofitive inflitution, to be obferved
as a fabbath entirely devoted to facred fervices. The
reafon affigned for this appointment is, becaufe that in it
he had rofled from all bis work, awhich G OD created
and made. This fuppofes, that the fabbath was infti-
tuted in commemoration of the work of creation—that
it fhould be kept as a day of facred reft, and that
this reft thould fucceed every fix days labour.

x FroM thefe premifes we learn, that the fabbath was

inftituted fo early as the feventh day of the world,
immediately fucceeding the fix days of creation.

And that the fame day was celebrated as a fabbath, by
all rational intelligences 5 in the moft folemn, magnifi-
cent and inimitable manner. GobD himfelf fabbatized,
in a peculiar manner, on that day; for be refied fiom
all his work—An event, which never again took place.

The angels feem to have led the fervice of the day,
¢ When the morning ftars fang together, and all the
¢ fons of GoD fhouted for joy.” * Our firlt parents,
| arrayed in robes of rightcoufnefs and holinefs, joined

|

I with angels in the fong; adoring and praifing GoD, for
| that vifible difplay of his perfections, in the work of

i
f,;

o creation.

* Job xxxviil. 7.
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ereation. Neither did they forget the tribute due for
their own formation. Thus was the firft {abbath {o-
lemnized. We further Icarn, that this law of a weekly
fabbath was, from that period, binding on Adam and
all his pofterity, to the lateft ages of time. It was
obferved, I doubt not, through the patriarchal age,
until the Mofaick economy took place, when it received
a new edition, in awful majefty, from mount Sinai;
and was the fourth article in the decalogue, infcribed
by the finger of Gop, and handed to the children of
Ifrael, on two tables of ftone. The attention paid to
this precept, by that people, is notorious. Neverthe-
lefs, as the time for religious worfhip, abfolutely de-
pends on the fovereign will of the great Legiflator, it
was fubje¢t to mutation; as all pofitive inftitutions, in
their own nature, are. Witnefs the Jewifh rites, now
done away. Hence it follows, that GoDp, who infti-
tuted the feventh-day fabbath, in commemoration of
the ftupendous work of creation, might, without in-
fringing on the rights of morality, appoint the firft day
of the week, to be obferved as a fabbath ; in comme-
moration of that ftill greater and more glorious work of
redemption. I fay, Gop might, confiftent with his
honour and dignity, effe¢t fuch a change of the fab-
bath. And that this event did altually take place, on
the refurretion of CiiRIsT, I hope now to make ap-
pear. The words of the apoftle Paul, Hebr. x. 4. in
my humble opinion, clucidate and confirm this point.
¢ For he that is entered into his reft, he alfo hath
¢ ceafed from his own works, as GoD did from his.” In
which words there is a note of fimilitude too emphati-
cal to be overlooked. He alfo, i. e. CHRIST, hath
ceafed from his own works, as Gon did from his.
Query : How did Gop ceafe from his works? It would
be cxtremely vague, and an unpardonable tautology,
fimply to fay, He loft off working. “I'he truth is, he

ceafed
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ceafed from his works by fabbatizing. He inftituted a
fabbath, which, as we have heard, was immediately ce-
lebrated, by Himfelf—by angels, thofe morning ftars,
which fang together, and by the progenitors of man-
kind, in their primeval ftate. Thus, Gop ceafed from
his works. And fo, in like manner, CHRIST ceafed
from his, when he rofe from the grave; by refting
from his fuffering work—by inftituting a new fabbath,
and celebrating the fame, amidft the acclamations of
attendant angels, and with his dear mourning difci-
ples, whofe hearts were made glad by his prefence,
and that cheering falutation, ¢ Peace be unto you.”
Thus, CHRIST entered into his reft, or fabbath, as
Gop did into his. And from that period, the firft
day of the week became the chriftian fabbath. There
is not, I think, a fingle inftance, in all the New Tefta-
ment, of the chriftian church affembling, for divine
worfhip, after this, on the feventh day of the weck;
although many, of their fo aflembling on the firft; and
of CHRIST’s favouring them with his perfonal prefence.
Moreover, the learned have made it appear, that the
day of Pentecoft, that year, happened, by divine pre-
ordination, no doubt, on the firft day of the week;
when it was confirmed as a fabbath, not only by the
meeting of the difciples for worthip as ufuzl, but much
more, by the extraordinary cffufion and miraculous
gifts of the IorLy Guost. Befides, the apeftle
Paul feems to fpeak of this as a fettled point, when he
gave general diretions to the churches, to make their
colle&tions on the firft day of the week; which muft
fuppofe, that they were wont to meet together on that
day, for religions worthip. And, to add no meore,
John had his vifions and revclations on that day, which
he dignifies by emphatically ftyling it THE LoRD’s Day.
‘What can he mezan by this, but thet it is the fabbath
of CHRrIST the Lorp ? T mufl coaclude then, that

the

—————
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the firft day of the week is the chriftian {abbath—=the
zime in which we ought to worthip, that we may fet the
fervice of the houfe of the LORD in order.

10. THE laft thing I fhall mention, as neceffary to-
wards fetting the fervice of the houfe of the LoRD in
order, is the fpirituality of religious worthip. This,
though laft mentioned, is of the greateft importance ;
and fhould pervade the whole circle of our enumerat-
ed particulars; as that which alone can give life and
energy to every branch of worthip. However neceflary
it may be, to fet the external fervice of the houfe of
the LoRD in order, it is internal, fpiritual, experi-
mental religion only, that will be of any avail—the
religion of the heart—to this the LORD looks—this
he requires—* My fon, give me thine heart” *—¢ For
¢ bodily exercife profiteth little.” +

THE form of godlinefs, without the power, is like
a body without a foul—a dead carcafs. “ GoD isa
¢ {pirit, and they that worfhip him, muft worfhip him
¢ in {pirit and in truth”1 ¢ For the Father feeketh
¢ fuch to worthip him.” Now, in order to this {pi-
ritual worthip, therc muft be a divine principle im-
planted in the heart. A carnal, unregenerate man,
as fuch, can ncver be a fpiritual worfthipper. None
but thofe, whofe hearts are circumcifed, can  wor-
¢ fhip God in the fpirit.” And as there muft be a di-
vine principle, in order to fpiritual worfhip, fo that
principle muft be drawn out into adtion, 'There muft
be the exercife of grace, in faith, hope, charity, and
in the whole aflemblage of chriftian virtues. This
neceflarily calls for the continued influences of the
holy fpirit; for without his aid, wc can do nothing.
Upon the whole, I apprehend, the fpirituality of wor-
thip

* Prov. xxiii. 26. 11 Tim. iv. 8, 1 John iv. 24.
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fhip confifts in communion with Gop, through
CHRIST, by the operations of the HoLy GHosT—I
am f{enfible there are many who difcard the do&rine
of divine influences, as enthufiaftical ; but I look upon
it as the quinteflence of religion, without which there
can be no {piritual—no acceptable worfhip at all. O,
may we experience more of thefe divine influences !
that we may be more fpiritual in all the parts of reli-
gious worfhip! So may we hope to contribute, in our
meafure, towards fetting the fervice of the houfe of
the LoRD in order.

THUS have I gone through with what I propofed.
You may readily perceive, that being confined to fo
fmall a fcale, while treating on fuch an extended and
diverfified fubjet, has greatly cramped me, in a vari-
ety of inftances—which loudly calls for all the candour
and benevolence of the venerable Aflociation I have
once more had the honour to addrefs.

“ Now unto him that is able to do exceeding
¢ abundantly above all that we afk or think, according
¢ to the power that worketh in us—unto him be glory
¢ in the church by CHRIST JEsus, throughout all
¢ ages, world without end. ~Amen.”

F I NI S
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