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PROCEEDINGS. 

The ninety-first session of the Elkhorn Association, was held 
with the Stamping Ground Church, Scott County, Ky., com.mencing 
on Tuesday, August 15th, 1876. Eld. L. B. Woolfolk preached the 
Introductory Sermon from Hebrews, XI: 4. 

The letters from the churches composing the body were then 
read, and the names of the messengers present enrolled, as follows: 
Ulect!" C'i"Cek ••.... .•.•••••• John W. Al"no!d, .J. C. Roberts, G. Y. O'Neal. 
(i'rcrd (,'1·ossings ......•.. JIIl. N. Peak, J. D. Bohannon, .J. N. Bradley. 
Uryant's Statioll ......... E. H. Coons, Thomas F. Muir, Howard Calmes. 
Ead Hickman ............ John YOllng, J. VV. Berry, 1. P. Shlllby, Thos. Davis. 
Stmnping GroU1ul ....... Joseph Yate", John R. Ferguson, Joseph .Jones, Stephen 

Thomason, Samuel R. Campbell. 
/)) . .'/ Rill) ............... .... Jai'. D. Smith, W .. J. Neale, .J. B. Thomason, Trusten 

Woolen. 
Silas ...................... ,N. Swit7.er, Joseph Shropshire, O. H. P. Shropshire. 
Glen's (/i-eek.. ............. J. C. F)'eeman, 'tVilliam Boyette, J. S. Whittington. 
Hillsboi'o .................. G. Hunt, R. H, Gray, S. H. Shollse, David Nash. 
J!Jt. Pte((8(lIlt ............ .. George VV. Cleveland. 
flarid's Pork ............ R. JIll. Dudley, A .. JIll. Alexander, Granville Weathers, 

Thomas Eastin. 
U(;o;'peto'lVn ............... H.11eDonald, Basil Manly, .Tr., S.1<'. Gano, J .• J. Rucker, 

.J. A. Lewis, J. :E. Farnam. 
1st Rap. Gil., L(';cinp'n .. L. B. vVoolfolk, R. Ryland, Geo. E. Darnaby, J. Tisdale, 

Henry Gilbert, A. M. vVhite. 
jJ(I/)'-is ..••.•••••••••.. , •...••• No 111es:-:ongers. 
J1t. Vm'non ............... John Stout, T. S. Williams, Amos Stout, B. W. D. Seeley. 
Calle Run .......... ........ B. G. 'I'yler, A. F. ::\[cMeakin, .J. W. Cooper, P. H. 

Thomsoll. 
Ve"s«'illes ................. D. }VI. Megee, W. H. Stuart. 
Nicholasville ............. S. L. Helm .. J. B. Tharp, T. B. Crutcher, Geo. M. Barkley, 
Snuth Elkho'i·u ... ........ Bcn. Bosworth, W. 'I'. Hearne, Ben. Hackett. 
Dong Lick ........ .......... J. ~. I'ctTY, A. K Stockdell. 
j{({l'twoocl .................. A. S. Estes, David N. Elliott. 
J1t. F1·ceclO1n ........ ...... Petcr Crlltcher. 
P,'O'vidence ................. C. Lewis, S. Black, Thoma~ ,Tones. 
Midway ........ ............ 'tV. H. Branham, Bennet Branham, J. Hammond. 
Bethlehem ................ George Cowgill, J. S. Burrier. ' 
Pilrn';m ..................... J. :'II. 1"1'04, JI' .. J. VV. Appleton, R. G. Elliott. 

After the reading of the letters, Bros. T. Rodman and J. H. 
Cannon were appointed by the Moderator as tellers to take the 
vote for ~Ioderator and Clerk. 

The Association then adjourned to meet at the church, at 
2.30 P. l\J. 

/ 
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AFTERNOON SESSION. 

The tellers announced the re-election of Eld. George Hunt, 
as Moderator, and B. W. D. Seeley, as Clerk. 

'rhe Moderator made some appropriate remarks on taking the 
chair, and prayer was offered by Eld. W. M. Pratt. 

The Rules of Order of the Association were read by the Clerk. 
Upon motion Bro. W. B. Galloway was chosen Assistant Clerk. 
Letters from Corresponding Associations being called, were re­
sponded to as follows: 
Pl'(tnkli" .................. ~Iessengers: E. H. Blaek, D. Howard Smith, G. IV. 

Robb, T. W. Scott, R S. Thomson, T. Rodman, 
J. A. Carter, T. J. Stevcnson. 

Concord .. .................. Letter and Messengers: L. H. Salin, Chas. Bond, J. H. 
Abbott, A. Uobb. 

Shelby County ............ Letter and Messengers: W. M. Pratt, T. ~I. Daniel, 
H. T. Daniel, W. C. Jones. 

Long Run ................. :Nlessengers: Jas. P. Boyce, J. L. Burrows. 

Eld. B. Manly, Jr. offered the following report in regard to the 
Circular Letter: 

HISTORICAL SKETCH OF THE ASSOCIATION. 

In obedience to the request of the Association, I have dope what I could 
towards the preparation of a historical sketch of Elkhorn Association, !lnd beg 
leave to report progress. 

I have carefully read the. proceedings of the body for the first sixty years, 
so far as they were accessible in the official copy, and have looked through the 
remaining thirty years, making noies of the leading and important matters. I 
have transcribed from the records with care, presp.nting the facts in detail in the 
form of annals; and in this work have written nearly fifty pages, covering the 
first twenty years. The remainder would not probably need to be so fully pre­
sented, but would present several points of special interest in the history of the 
withdrawal of the Particulars and the Reformers. 

But at some of these points of interest the minutes are lacking for several 
years, and I deem it best to suspend the work till these deficiencies can be sup­
plied, as I have reason to believe they can be, by persevering effort. 

The official record lacks the minutes for 1814, 1827, 1828, 1829, 1833, 1836, 
1837, 1838, 1839, 1840, 1841, 1842, 1843, 1844, 1845. 

I have succeeded in finding all except those for 1814, 1828, 1829, 1836, 1837, 
1838, 1839, and have recent information of other copies which may possibly 
complete our file. With tbis addition to our material, I will, if the A,sociatioll 
pleases, endeavor to proceed with the work of preparing these annals. 

Respectfully submitted, B. MANLY, Jr. 

Upon motion a committee consisting of Eld. S. L. Helm, J. J. 
Rucker, and J. N. Bradle),-, was appointed to confer with Dr. B. 
Manly in reference to the Circular Letter. 

The Association selected the following brethren to preach at 
the stand on Wednesdny, viz: Elds. J. L. Burrows, W. M. Pratt, 
and R. T. Dillard. The pastor and deacons of the Stamping 
Ground Church were appointed a.Committee on Religious Services. 

The committee appointed to confer with Dr. Manly in regard 
to the Circular Letter, made the following report: 
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. y ou.1' Committe~ on Ci1'cul'~1' Letter, report reeommen'ding that the reading 
of the CIrcular be dIspensed wIth >1t present. and that Dr. :Manly be continued 
with the request that hc complete the history of the Association, and prepare an 
abstract of said history to he read at the ne"t ll1c(.'f,ing of this body. 

S. IJ. HEI,~r, Chrri"7}1.((U. 

The report was adopted. 
It was moved that the History of the Great Crossings Church, 

prepared by Bro. J, N. Bradley, be printed in the minutes in lieu 
of the Circular by·Dr. Manly. The propriety of printing the en­
tire history or an abstract was referred to Bros. J. E. Farnam, B. 
Manly, Jr., and J. J. Rucker, together with the writer. 

The following resolution, offered by Bro. J, Stout, was 
adopted, viz: 

That, in >1ccordallcc \I'it.h the reCOIllIl1f'lldation of the Gf'ncrul .Associatioll, 
this Association adopt the following rcsolntion: Res"lted, That hel'pafte!', ill 
lien of a Circular Lett.,!', the history of some OliO 01' more of the churches ill 
this Association be written hy sOll1e one appointed tbureto, until th(~ history of 
all the eh'tnchcs b .. given-with this undel'standing, that ne"t year the Circular 
Letter II" tIl(' Associational history by Dr . .:\Ianly. 

Upon motion the Clerk was directed to procure out of the 
funds raised for printing the minutes, a suitable book in which to 
transcribe the lost minutes, if they can be obtained. 

A committee consisting of Elds. S. L. Helm, C. Lewis, J. C. 
Freeman, and Bros, W. T. Hearne and R. S. Henderson was ap­
pointed, to endeavor to obtain the histories of the churches of this 
Association which have become extinct. 

Eld. J as. P. Boyee was, by motion, requested to address the 
Association upon the Theolo~ical.seminar.r, at 9.30 o'clock, Wed­
nesday morning. . 

Upon motion BId. S. F. Thompson was selected as alternate, 
should the health of Elel. R T. Dillard prevent him from preaching. 

It was ordered that a collection be taken at the stand at the 
conclusion of the morning seryices on Wednesday, for the benefit 
of the Orphans' Home, .Louisville. 

Eld. R. M. Dudley, from Committee on Religious Services, an­
nounced preaching to-night at the church, by the Moderator, Bld. 
Geo. Hunt. 

After prayer by Eld. W. C. Jones, the Association adjourned 
to 8.30 o'clock, "Tednesday morning . 

.i\1.OHNING SESSION. 
\Y,:l>XESD.\ Y, AU(;rST 16. 

Prayer by Eld. L. H. Salin. 
The Roll of Messengers was ealled and the names of those not 

present erased. 
The minutes of yesterday were read and approved. 

. Bro. D. Thomas read the report of the standing committee on 
Foreign Missions. 
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REPORT ON FOlmIGN MISSIONS. 

Whatever pertains to the extension of Christ's Kingdom in this world and 
the salvation of the human race, demands the attention of the Christian. It is 
plainly taught that every follower of Christ is expected to do all in his power 
to spread abroad the great truths of the Bible-the gospel is to be preached to 
every creature. The church is the great organized power in the hands of God 
to accomplish this result. There are various ways in which the church may 
work. It may be by the regular preaching upon the sabbath. It may be by 
the printing and distribution of the Bible. It may be by sending forth, in dif­
ferent directions, its authorized ag'mts to speak to the people the words of life. 

Thus different organizations have originated. We have our State Board to 
do the work in the bounds of our own State. We have the Home Board to look 
after the general interests of all the States where the greatest destitution exists, 
and also to have the gospel preached among the Indians. We also have our 
Foreign Mission Board to occupy fields outside the limits of our own country. 
To each of these branches of our great work we should give our hearty support. 

The Foreign Board has missionariei' in Italy, Africa, and China. Our 
principal missionary in Italy is the Rev. G. B. Taylor. He is assisted by several 
native Italians. Many ohstacles are encountered in the prosecution of this 
mlSSlOn. The Romish pricsts are very bitter in their opposition to the preach­
ing of a free gospel, and the long. cherished prej ndices are very difficult to be 
overcome. Still the prospect is encouraging. A good church building in Rome 
is indispensable to success, and a much larger amount of funds than has been 
heretofore received could be advantageously employed. Brethren, pray especi­
ally for the success of our mission in Italy. 

Our mission in Africa was for a long time neglected in consequence of civil 
wars in that country and the pressure in our finances at home. It has recently 
been revived and a vast field is here opened for mission work. The cry comes 
up from many places, "Come over and help us." Two missionaries have been 
sent from this country, viz: W. J. David and W. W. Colley. There are three 
native assistants and three churches, with a membership of fifty-eight. The 
climate seems to he the most serious ·hindrance to the prosecution of the work 
in this country. The missionaries are generally receivt'ld with favor, and the 
people are not so much prejudiced against the Christian religion by long cher­
ished and deeply interwoven systems of their own. They are a simplc, unsophis­
ticated and confiding race, and call loudly upon llS for help. 

The China mission is the one to which the Board is giving its greatest at­
tention. This country contains about one-third of the entire population of the 
world, and God has, in a most wonderful manner, opened it to the free admission 
of the Gospel. Encouraging reports come from the different stations. There 
are fifteen foreign missionaries in this field; two ordained native pastors and 
fifteen native assistants. The total membership is three hundred and fifty. 
There is every encouragement to prosecute this mission, but men and the means 
of their support are greatly wanting. "The field is truly white and ready for 
the harvest," but the funds are sadly deficient. The total amount contributed 
during the last year by the Southern Baptist churches for the whole Foreign 
Mission work has been about $45,000.00. Of this, Kentucky has given about 
$6,000.00, or an average of six cents apiece for the entire white membership of 
the State. This is truly a small average. 

There is a fearful responsibility resting upon somebody. Have our pastors 
been faithful in presenting to the Ghurches and urging upon them the claims 
and wants of the Heathen world? Have we, brethren and sisters, who have 
known the facts, acted up to the light which we have, either in contributing our­
selves or in pressing this matter upon the minds of others. Surely, surely, this 
is but what we owe to our Lord and :Master, who hIed and died for us. 

The missionary work is the grandest enterprise that has ever occupied the 
attention of mankind. It WRS firfit conceived in the mind of Deity, whose well 
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beloved son was sent as the first great missionary to this sin-stricken earth. The 
teeming millions of our race stand befor" us to he redcpmcd. God has honored 
us with the great eonllnission of bearing to them the glad tidings of salvation. 
Will we lightly esteem this honor? Shall the triumphal car of God's love and 
merey roll on and we bear 80 small a part in speeding it in its onward course? 

May God give us grace to pray mOl'" HI1(1 do more for the benighted lUltions 
of the carth. D. THo~rAs . 

• T. N. BRADLEY. 

The hour designated for the appointed address of BId. J. P. 
Boyce having arrived, that brother addressed the Association in 
behalf of the Theological Seminary. Remarks favorable to the 
institution were also made by a number of brethren. 

The consideration of the Report on Foreign Missions was re­
sumed. BId. R. L. Thurman, agent of Foreign Mission Board of 
Southern Baptist Convention, addressed the Association. Remarks 
were also made by BIds. H. McDonald, R. Ryland, B. Manly, Jr., 
F. H. Kerfoot, J. M. Frost, and S. L. Helm. 

Upon motion the report was adopted. 
Bld. H. McDonald, Chairman of the Standing Committee on 

Home Missions made the following report: 

nOME :MISSION REPORT. 
Your Committee on Home }Iissions report: 
That the work entrusted to our Home }Iission Board at }larion has been 

hopefully prosecuted during the past year. Some of the indcbtellness of the 
Board has been paid, and Bro. IN. H. McIntosh, a judicious and excellent 
brother, hns been secured as Secretary of the Board. The extent of eountry 
and population embraced in our bounds, with the facilities whieh we have for 
evangelization, should urge us to a constant and generous support of Home 
:iVIissions. 

It is hoped that our churches which may not be visited by a special agent 
of the Board, will take up and forward at least an annual contribution for 
Bome Missions. 

The work of Christ among the Indians. under Bro. H. F. Buckner and 
others, surely should never be forgotten by us. 

We cordially cOIllIl1(llld the well-known Bro. V. E. Kiltley, as the agent in 
Kentucky for the Home :Ylissiol1 Board, and hope he will llIeet with a worthy 

'success. H. :YlcDo)'[ALu, B. AIANI.Y, JR . 
• J. ST<>1JT, B. G. TYL~;R. 

After remarks by BIds. S. L. Helm, H. McDonald, and Bro. W. 
T. Hearne, the report was adopted. 

Bro. W. T. Hearne moved that the Clerk be instructed to insert 
in the minutes, the plan adopted several years since to systematize 
the missionary work. After considerable discussion the following 
resolution, offered by Bro. J. Stout, was adopted, viz: 

Resolred, 'l'hat the churches be recommended to adopt the following times 
for taking up their collections for benevolent objects: 

January to April, Home :;vrissiollS. 
April to July, Ministerial Education. 
July to October, Foreign Missions. 
October to January, State Missions. 

But that our churches and hearts and jJll,·,ses shall ever be open to Sunday­
schools and the Orphans' Home. 

Adjourned until 2 o'lcock, P. M. Prayer by BId. R. L. Thurman. 
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AF1'ERNOON SESSION. 
Prayer was offered by Eld. R. Ryland. 
Bro. W. T. Hearne was appointed to prepare a Corresponding 

Letter. The Superintendent of Sunday-schools, Bro. W. T. Hearne, 
made the annual report, which was adopted. 

Bro. J. J. Rucker read the report of the Executive Committee, 
which, after being discussed by Eids. S . .L. Heim, L. B. Woolfolk, 
J. C. Freeman, C. Lewis, J. M. Frost, Jr., H. McDonald, Geo. Hunt, 
J. L. Burrows, and Bros. J. J. Rucker and John Stout, was adopted. 

REPORT OF THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE. 
The Exeeutive Committee appointed at your last meeting to look afteD the 

missionary labor within the territory covered hy the churehes of this body, beg 
leave to submit the following report: There was no application made to the 
Committee for aid during the past year. We made no efforts to occupy new 
fields by paid missionary labor, because our churches were urged to bestow all 
their efforts upon the objects of the Centennial .movement, and the benevolent 
enterprises already having claims upon them. There has been, therefore, no ex­
penditnre of funds for such labor within our bounds since yoUI' last meeting, 
except the promised appropriation of $300 to the Pilgrim Church of Lexington, 
by the Board of the General Association, and that was obtained by direct ap­
plication to said board. There has been, however, some voluntary mission work 
done during that time. Bro. H. McDonald labored two weeks with the Hart­
wood church, which resulted in eight additions to that body. Bro. Helm has 
for the last three months been preaching every Sunday afternoon in destitute 
neighborhoods in Jessamine county. Bro. Dudley has been for three months' 
preaching two Sunday evenings in each month in neighborhoods near his 
church. Bro. Tharp, of Nicholasville, went out to Mt. Freedom about two 
months l1go and organized a Sunday-school and commenced preaching for them 
once a month. He also organized a Mission Snnday-school near the Towers, on 
the Kentucky River. Bro. Seeley organized a Sunday-school which is now 
running successfully in a neighborhood adjoining Mt. Vernon. The Stamping 
Ground Church is running successfully two mission schools within its bounds. 
Some assistance was also given to Dry Run and Silas churches in their Sunday­
school work, which now promises good results. 

We will now p~esent a few fIlets gathered from the letters and messengers 
to this body. It is composed of twenty-six churches. All of these send letters 
and lire represented by messengers except one--Paris church, no messengers. 
Four lire without pastors-Dry Run, Paris, Hartwood and Mt. Freedom. Four 
have preaching every Sunday-Georgetown, Lexington, Midway and Pilgrim. 
Paris has social meeting every Sunday. Six have preaching but one Sunday in 
the month-Bryant's Station, Dry Run, Silas, Long Lick, Hartwood and Mt. 
Freedom. All the others have service two Sundays in each month. Eleven 
churches keep up weekly prayer meetings. Two have prayer meetings twice a 
month. All sustain Sunday-schools a part or all the year except four-Bryant's 
Station, Long Lick, Mt. Pleasant, and Hartwood. "Ve recommend the passage 
of the following preamble and resolutions: 

Whe1'eas, The Board of the General Association promised to aid the Pilgrim 
Church of Lexington, to the IImount of $300 per annum, beginning Oct. 1, 1875. 

Resolved, That this Association earnestly request that the appropriation be 
continued, and be paid out of the first collection from the churches of this As­
sociation for State Missions. 

Resolved, That the Executive COlUmittee he requested to confer with the 
Board of the General Association on this subject, and see that the request is 
carried out if practicable. J. J. RUCKEU, C. LEWIS, 

R. M. DUDLEY, T. B. CRUTCHER. 
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The following resolution was offered by Bro. J. J. Rucker and 
adopted, viz: ' 

Rp,'olved, Thai l<~lkhorn Association heartily endorses the effort and plan 
put forth by the lVl'ste1'n Recol'dn', to gather statistics, to print and preserve 
tho minutes of the District Assooiatiom. Thnt our Clerk be directed to print 
our minutes at the Rec())'deT office, and we recommend the same course to all 
the District Associntiolls in the State. 

Eld. S. L. Helm offered the following resolutions, viz: 
Rl'8olval, Thnt the interest of the Elkhorn AssociatIon in the endowment of 

the Southern Bnptist Theological Seminary, and its location at Louisville 
remains unabated. 

Resolred, That we earnestly recommend to the Baptists of this Association 
to contribute additionally to what has been secured, so that the $30,000 which 
we desirc(l to raise for the endowment, may be secured and the whole amount of 
$300,000 from Kentucky be obtained before June 1, 1877, the time to which the 
oitort for this endowment has been limited. 

Adopted. 
Upon motion, Eld. H. McDonald was requested to prepare a 

suitable obituary of our deceased brother, James M. Frost, Sr., to 
be printed in our minutes. 

The Corresponding Letter was read by Bro. W. T. Hearne. 
and adopted. 

CORRESPO~DING LETTER. 
The Elkhorn Association of Baptists, to other Associations with whom we 

correspollCl. 
D~;AR BHKrIIR~;N: We have just held a plensant and hnrmonious session 

with the church at Stamping Ground, Scott Connty, Kentucky, August 15th, 
loth and 17th, 187G. The reports from the churches indicate a good degree of 
spirituality and life, with a li\'oly interest ill the Centennial work and an increase 
in the interest ill the Sunday-school work. \Vith forty-four conversions from the 
Sunday-sehool and ;'l,2Hl sclwla!'s-n totnl of ninety-three baptisms in the churches, 
nnd n total membership of 2,!I7·L The next session of our body will be held with 
the chnrch at South 'Elkho]']]. F'a~'ette COllllty,Kelltncky, on the Tuesday after 
the second Saturday ill AllgU,;t, IH77. ~lay the blessing of God attend yon ill 
),our associational "e8,ion, and may tlw grace of the Holy Spirit dwell in all 
yonI' churches is our pm},,,!', Gf:OIHH: HUN'!', Jloderato'l'. 

B. Vo{. D. SEELEY, ('{f''';''. 

The following brethren agreed to bear the letter t.o the follow­
ing Associations with which we correspond: 
H"flc/;en ................... H. :McDollHld, J.}L Frost, Jr., J. B. Tharp, S. L. Helm, 

B. W. D. Sepley. 
!Joone's O'eek ............. J. C. Freelllan, J.\V. Berry, S. L. Helm. 
('onconl .................... J. M. Frost, Jr., ,J. B. Tharp. 
Frauklin .................. B. Manly, Jr., H. McDolUlld, George Hunt. 
Shdby Cullnty ...... ...... B. ,'Ianly, .Jr., H. }lcDomtld. 
South nist,'iet ........... H. }IcDonald, R. Hyland. 

Voted that members of any church in the Association attending 
any of the following Associations with which we cOl'respond, be 
recognized as our messengers, viz: Bracken, Boone's Creek, Bap­
tist, Booneville, Concord, Daviess County, Franklin, Greenup, 
Irvine, Long Run, North Bend, Shelby County, Sulphur Fork, 
South District, Tate's Creek, Union. 
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Eld. J. M. Frost, Jr. was elected to preach the next introductory 
sermon, H. McDonald, alternate. 

Voted that the next Association be held with the South Elk­
horn Church, Tuesday after the second Saturday in August, 1877. 

The Committee on Religious Services announced that Eld. S. L. 
Helm would preach at the church to-night, and Elds. R. Ryland, 
J. M. Frost, Jr., and F. H. Kerfoot at the stand to-morrow. 

Adjourned to 8.30 o'clock, Thursday morning. Prayer by 
Eld. J. P. Boyce. 

MORNING SESSION. 
THUR~IL\Y. AUGU~T I,. 

The Moderator called the Association to order. . 
Prayer by Eld. S. L. Helm. 
The minutes of yesterday read and approved. 
The Report on State Missions was read by Eld. S. L. Helm. 

REPOR'l' ON S'fATE MISSIONS. 
The saying of Napoleon I: "An army compelled to remain in its trenches 

is an army beaten," is as true in ecclesiastical as in military affairs. It is an ac­
cepted fact among Baptists, that one great object had in view by the Head of 
the Ohurch in its organie structure was development and aggression. 

The spirit of the gospel nnd the lives of the Apostles and early Christian, 
furnish the very best commentaries on the great commission. (, Go into all the 
world, etc." Preaching the gospel to sinners and teaching or developing true 
believers in doctrine and active aggressive Ohristian life is the great lesson of 
the commission. 

Ecclesiastical history fnrnishes us with abundant testimony that active, 
earnest efforts to spr'3ad thc gospel is one of the very best means of fostering 
and developing church life and prosperity. On the other hand. not only history, 
but facts which pass under our personal observation teach the sad lesson that 
opposition and even indifference to the spread of the gospel, desolates a church, 
dries up its life, decimates its numbers, fosters strife and division, and ends in 
total extinction. The natural and scriptnral order of' conducting our aggressive 
warfare, is, first to subdue the enemies nearest us, hold and make strong all the 
ground taken, and then push our lines into the regions beyond. This is just 
what State missions propose to do, first take our horne field and then reach out 
our arms to all the world. N at that we would withhold our prayers and con­
tributions from foreign or hOllle missions, hut rather strengthen them by making 
our own churchrs strongeI' and more active by intensifying their faith and zeal 
hy our State work. Though much has been done to supply our State with the 
gospel, and with results the most encouraging, there is still much ground yet 
unoccupied. We need not go heyond the bounds of our own Association to find 
destitution enough to occupy the energies of two or three earnest, active mis-
sionaries. Respectfully submitted, S. L. HEL"'f, 

J. U. FREEMAN, 
A. F. McMEEKIN. 

The report was discussed by Elds. S. L. Helm, R. M. Dudley, 
J. M. Frost, Jr., T. J. Stevenson, R. T. Dillard, J. T. Adkins, and 
Bro. J. N. Bradley, and adopted. 

Bro. John Stout offered the following resolution, viz: 
Resol·ved, That the Executive Oommittee of this Association be instructed 

to consider the destitution within our hounds, nnc1 endeavor in the most eff'cctual 
manner, in connection with the Board of the General Association, to supply 
this destitution as far as it may be practicable. 
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Adopted. 
The following resolution was offered by Bro. G. Weathers, 

and adopted: 
ResoZr('(l. That we recommend the lVestan Recorde'l" to the patronage of 

all Baptists as n souml, conservatiye religious newspaper, and as productive of a 
wholesome influence in our families. That we also recommend The Orphans' 

The Committee on Education being absent, B. Manly, Jr., was 
requested to prepare a report to be printed in the minutes, also to 
present the claims of Georgetown College at the stand this evening. 

Remarks were made in regard to the college by B. Manly, Jr., 
Dr. E. H. Black, S. L. Helm, H. McDonald, J. N. HI'adley, R. T. 
Dillard, and R. M. Dudley. 

The following is the report submitted: 

REPORT ON EDUCATION. 

The suhject of education does not need the attraction of nO\'elty to magnifY 
its importance, but it needs repeated and fresh consideration to, prevent its 
undeniable importance from being oycrlooked. 

Within our State, as in fact in mo;;t of the ~tates ot the Union, it was de­
termined by our denomination to give the Centennial effort an pducational 
dircction. It is apparent, howe\'er, now that this was a tribute more honorable 
than profitable, llncr that the real work of endowing our institutions for educa­
tion must b,~ done on their own merits, withont expeeting Illuch aid from 
Centennial enthusiasm. 

~omethillg substantial 1ms been done during the year past towards the en­
dowment of the Theological Seminary, leaving about $60,000 to be raised ill 
Kentucky; and that must be raised this year, or serion, loss, delay and discour­
agement will ensue. 

Georgetown College has received a little aiel from the Centennial, and it is 
proposed to use that, with .other contributions which may be obtained for the 
purpose, in providing rooms for the cheaper boarding of students, thus removing 
onG of the great practical difficulties which keep away a very valuable class of 
students, earnest and laborious, but of slender means. The enterprise is earn­
estlv commended to our churches. 

"The efforts of our people in promoting female education have been vigorous 
and successful. Brethren Rucker at Georgetown, Ryland at Lexington, and 
Tharp at Nicholasville, Rrc giving solid instruction and arc worthy of extensive 
pntronage. Hespecifully submitted. 

B. }[AKLY, JH., /OJ' tllc ('O}i/.. 

Upon motion the speakers were limited to three minutes each. 
Bro. John Stout offered the following resolution amending the 

Tenth Rule of Order, viz: 
II,·.,,,/r,,'{, That the Holl of Me"st'llgCI''' be rend th~ second and third day of 

the Association, Blld th"'ic absel.lt on the third morning, unless by ('onsent of t.he 
A"o('iation, shall haye theil' l1lillll'S stricken from the list of messengers. 

Adopted by a two-thirds vote. 
The Moderator announced the following Standing Committees: 

B"'I'(,,,tiul' (/ommiff,.,. .... J. ,J. nuekm', C. Lewis, It. ~I. Dudley, 13. 'V. D. Seeley, 
.J.\V. Cooper,W. 13. Galloway, W. T. Hinton, T. B. 
Cmtchol'. 

State Mi8Siolls ... ........ J. C. Freeman, R. H. Gray, J. D. Bohannon, l:l. Bos-
wort.h, 13. G. Tyler. 
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Home 1I'Iissions ........... S. L. Helm, J. M. Frost, Jr., S. H. Shouse, H. Gilbert, 
W. T. Hearne. 

Foreign Missions ........ R. Ryland, B. Manly, Jr., A.:NI. Alexander, R. G. Elliott, 
J. W. Berry. 

Education ................. L. B. Woolfolk, H. M. Dudley, B. Branham, J. Stout, 
1. P. Shelby. 

Sunday-schools .. ......... H. _McDonald, J. N. Bradley, J. D. Smith, N. Swit7.er, 
J. A. BCloth. 

Bro. J. N. Bradley offered the following resolution, which 
was adopted: 

Resolred, That the thanks of this hody be extended to the brethren lind 
friends of Stamping Ground OhurC'h and community for the generous hospitality 
extended to the messengers and visitors of this Association. 

The Association then adjourned sine die. The next session 
will be held with the South Elkhorn Church, Fayette County, 
Tuesday afier the second Saturday in August, 1877. 

GEORGE H t:NT, Jfodc-!'(d(!t', 1"1'1'8(1 i III''', }\/J. 
R. W. D. SEELEY, (,/(')'/.-, JIidw({?), 1\,11. 



Elkhorn Association. 13 

IN MEMORIAM. 

Since the last session of this body, God has been pleased to remove J. ~I. 
Frost, Sr., a true lind tried minister of Jesus. 

James ffI. Frost was born in Jessamine County, Kentucky, September 2d, 
lSl,), He made a prufession of religion, August 26th, 1831 j was baptiz~d the 
first day of the following October j was licensed to preach in July, 1832, and 
was ordained in December 1833, in Missouri, to which State his parents had 
moved in his carly years. He pursued a literary and theological course of study 
at Shnrtliff College, Illinois. Leaving there in 1837, he rBtnrned to Kentucky, 
in which State he spent his clnys in active service until his death on the 24th 
of May, 1876. 

His life was full of labor for the glory of God and the good of men. He 
held and honored the pastoral office in the following churches: Mt. Vernon, 
Frankfort, Georgetown, 1st Church in Covington, Mays Lick, Cane Run, New 
Liberty, Harrodsburg, Unity, Lawrencebnrg, Madison St. Covington, Canc 
Run, and South Elkhorn, he was the pastor of these last churches at his death. 
His Master's call found him busy on the field. 

He was a model of purity and consistency. As a minister he was prudent, 
zealous, patient, and helpful. 

We sincerely monrn his loss, while we rejoice in thc grace of Christ which 
gave him such sweet comforts in the dying hours. May his family be remembered 
in our prayers. We arc glad and grateful to God that he hits raised up one of 
our deceased brother's som, .J. }I. Frost, J·r., to preltch the same Jesus. 

May we hear the yoiee of God III this providence .. and be prepared, when 
the summons comes, to go home and be with Jesus. 

"Saved in fact," were the last joyous words that trembled upon the lips of 
our dear departed brother. Respectfully submitted, 

HENRY ~IcDoNALD. 
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HISTORY OF GREAT CROSSINGS CHURCH. 

By PROF. J. N. BRADLEY. 

The Baptist Chmch of Jesus Christ at Great Crossing-s, Scott county, Ky., 
was organized on Saturday and Sunday, May 28 and 29, 1785, seven years before 
Kentucky was admitted into the Union as a State, while it was yet a part of 
Fincastle county, Va. All the surrounding country, now so beautiful and 
yielding so productively to the hand of industry, was a dense forest, frequently 
threaded by wild bea;;1,; and savllges, with here Ilnd there Ii smllll clearing made 
by some settler. So wild and uncivilized was the country, that, when the in­
habitants went about their accustomed business, or even when they met to hear 
the preaching of the gospel, they were obliged to take with them their truity 
rifles as a protection against lurking savages. It was twelve years after Daniel 
Boone first came to Kentuckv to live, and nine years after Wm. Hickman 
preached the first Baptist sermim (if not the first of any kind) ever preached in 
our State, under a trec at the big spring in Harrodsburg. 

It was the second or third church organized north of the Kentucky river, and 
abcut the sixth or seventh in the State. Lewis Craig, a preacher who had suffered 
from religious persecution in Virginia, early d(.termincd to remove to Kentueky; 
and so great was his popularity, that a grcat part of his church in Spottsylvania, 
Va., determined to come with him. They were organized into a church before 
startIng, and wel'e a traveling chmch through the wilds of the trackless wilder­
ness, stopping on Saturday. their regular church-meeting day, to transact busi­
ness, and have preaching on Sunday. 

'rhey settled on Gilbert's Creek, south of Kentucky river, and were a 
church there. After a while Lewis Craig, with a number of others, left Gilbert's 
Creek, and moved to South Elkhorn, now Slickaway, Fayet.te county, and es­
tablished a church there. 'l'his W,IS about 1783, or, as some say, later. In the 
year 1786 Clear Creek and Grent Crossings, (then known as Big Crossings) were 
constituted; but which first is not ccrtainly known. Some authorities say one 
and others the "ther. On the 28th and 29th of :May, 1785, (as mentioned above) 
sixteen men and women met, QS we have been informed, in an upper room in 
the house not far from our meeting-house, formerly owned by Gen. Wm. John­
son, and gave themselves to each other and to God, as a church. The record of 
this meeting is as follows, viz: 

"At a church meeting held at the Big Crossing, on Saturday and Sunday, 
the 28th and 29th of .May, 1785, present, brethren Lewis Craig, John Taylor, 
Richard Young, Samuel Deadmon, as helps called for, who proceeded to consti­
tute the following members into a church, to be called the church at the Great 
Crossing, when the Philadelphia confession of faith was adopted: Wm. Cave, 
James Suggett, Sr., Robert Johnsoll, Thomus Ficklin, John Suggett, Julius 
Gibbs, Robert Bradley, Burtlett Collins, Jemima Johnson, Susanna Cave, Sarah 
Shipp, Caty Herndon (or Bohannon), JHlW Hemdon, Hannah Bradley, Betsey 
Leeman, Betsey Collins." This reeord i" not taken from the church book ex­
tending back to the time of constitutioll; bccanse the records of the church, prior 
to the latter part of 1793, have been lost. But it is taken from the second of four 
volumes of records in the possession Of'thA writer of this, as clerk of the church, 
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and is embodied ill the report of a committee, consisting of James ,Johnson, 
William Suggett, Thos. Hendprson, .John Oampbell, and Ben T>tylor, two of 
whom, Wm. Suggett, >tncl .Tamcs.Johnson, were the moderator and clerk, ap­
pointed to copy it in said Y 01. 1[ .. from the original first church book. The 
other three volumes contain the saille record with some verbal alterations, which 
are insignificant. Of these sixteen members, who were in the original constitu­
tion of this church, all died member, of it, or wore dismissed by letter, except one 
who was exeluclod and nftcrward restored, Wm. C>tve, whose name he>tds the 
list, W>tS >t member of Lf'wis Craig's Gilbert Creek church, and W>tS >t pre>tcher of 
the gospel. l~c wa,~ 1l10dp,rutor of Elkhorn Associ>ttion in 1788, >tnd continued n 
member at Great Crossings until March, 17%, when he nnd his wife were dis­
missed by letter. Robert ,Johnson wns the f!lther of .Tames Johnson, for a long 
time clerk of the church, and lit one time >t member of the Congress of the 
United States j of Col. Richard M . .T ohnson, once Vice-President of the United 
St>ttes j and of John T . .Tohnson, who afterward became so eminent among our 
brethren calling themselves" Ohristians" or "Disciples." The deHcendent~ of 
Robert Johnson, his grand children and great grand children, are too numerous 
and too well-known to need to be mentioned. He frequently acted as modemtor 
of the church, and was an act.ive member. .T ohn Suggett was >t prominent man 
in the church, and was !l deacon from .Tune 1801, until May, 1810. He raised a 
large f>tmily, among whom were Wm. Suggett, so long moderator of the chUl'ch, 
and James Suggett, a mall of great prominence as a preacher during his time. 
His oescendants are sC>ttered over Kentucky and fflissouri, and some of them are 
now members of this church. He died in December, 1834, the last survivor of 
those who constituted the church. One of the descendants of .Tulius Gibbs is now 
a member of this church, viz.: Bro. T. Harrison. 

The Great Orossings Church was in the constitution of Elkhorn Associ>ttion, 
.Tune 22, 1785, and was represented by Wm. Cave and Bartlett Oollins as messen­
gers. As has been stated above, the records of the first eight years of the ex­
istence of the church have been lost, and we are obliged to rely upon what we 
can gather from others for thnt period. Elijah Oraig removed to the neighbor­
hood of Great Crossings Ohurch during the first year of its existence, alld became 
her first pastor., "Five years aft.er its organization, in 1790," says Rev. A. C. 
Graves, in his sketch of Great Orossings Church, preliminary to his history of 
Stamping Ground Church, ".Joseph Reding emigrated to Kentucky, and located 
near the Orossings Ohurch." It hns been s>tid that he at once became the most 
popular preacher in Kentucky. Elijah Oraig was still p>tstor of the Orossings 
Church, though he had lost much of his earlier zeal, power, and influence, due, 
no doubt, to his over-eager t<ttention to some land specul>ttions j for he was a 
man of large worldly possessions, which sometimes mislead preachers as well as 
others. 

On the other hand Reding wt\s not thus encumbered in his ministry, and 
seemed to be just the man wanted by the church at this time. He became the 
choice of It large m>tjority of the church, and they determined to secure him as 
pastor. 

His spirit ,oon led to a division of sentiment among the members, as well as 
to unple>tsant feelings between Oraig and Reding. Oraig, with bold >tnel incau­
tious spirit, said hasty things against Reding, and was arrigned before the church 
for trial. 

The party of Reding Wl're re<olved to exclude him at all ha/mrds, without 
allowing him to defend him~clf or ask forgiveness. The church meeting was 
held at Robert .Tohnson's, ill a small upper room crowded and p>tcked to suffoca­
tion. Party spirit, confusioll, loud talking, anel everything except order and 
forbearance prevailed. A vote was demanded >tnel Craig was excluded. 

The Craig party met the week following >tnd organized what they called 
the Crossings Church, and expelled the majority, including Reding, the newly­
elected pastor. The majority met in their turn and excluded the minority. Her. 
were two determined parties, each claiming to be the Crossings Church. 
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Order and peace was soon restored by both parties seeking the advice of ju­
dicious and disinterested brethren. 

Craig was excluded January, 17Hl. A committee was appointed by Elk­
horn Association, with Gov. James Garriird as chairman, who met at Great 
Crossings, September 7, 1791, to adjust this difficulty. The' difficulty was settled, 
and Craig was a messenger to the Elkhorn Association in 1792; Craig and Red­
ing both in 1793; and Craig III 1794. We have these facts from tbe minutes of 
Elkhorn Association. According to this Reding was pastor-elect at the close of 
1790, but whether he or Elijah Craig scrved as pastor from that date until 1795 
when Craig left the church, is unknown, though the indications are in favor of 
Reding. Elijah Craig was in the constitution of }fcCollllell's Hun Church on 
the fourth Sunday in Septemper, 179:;' together witll othel's of the. former Cross­
ings members, all having left the Great Crossings Chmch. Th\lS ended the 
pastoral relations of the first pastor of Great Crossing Church. 

The records of the time of his pastoratc are llwager, yet eno\lgh is known to 
indicatc that, with the exception of the difficulty aboye lllentioned, the church 
during that time was prosperous, and some were lidded to the membership. 
Elijah Crail!: was converted. about 1764-wellt to preaching won afterward, and 
was succe,sful in Virginia. He was confined in prison foJ' preaching-unce in 
Culpepper, and once in Orange. He came to Kentucky in 1786. 

Speaking of him, Hev. John Taylor, in hi., "History of Ten Churches," 
says: "Elijah was considered the greatest preacher of the three, (i. e. the three 
brothers, Lewis, Joseph, and Elijah Craig) and in a very large association in 
Virginia, Elijah Craig was among the most popular for a number of years. 
His preaching was of the most solemn style, his appearance that of a man who 
had jnst come from the dead, of a delicate habit, thin visage, large eyes and 
mouth, of great readiness of speech, the sweet melody of his voice both in speak­
ing and singing borll all down before it, and when his voice was extended, it 
was like the loud sound of a sweet trumpet. The great favor of his preach­
ing commonly brought liuwy tears from the hearers, and many, no doubt, turned 
to the Lord by his preaching. He moved to Kentucky at a later date than any 
of' his brothers; his turn to speculation llid him Imrm every way; he was not so 
great a peace-maker ill the church as his brothel' Lewis, and that brought trouble 
on him, but from all his trouble he was relieved by death, when perhaps he did 
not much exceed sixty years of age, after serving in the ministry some forty years." 
He died in 1808. 

Joseph Reding was the second pastor of Great Crossings Church, He com­
menced his labors, it appears, immediately after Elij,\h Craig left the pastorate, 
and continued as pastor until April, 1810. From 1790 to 1800 the church was 
in a cold condition, there being only six members added through experience and 
baptism. Instances of discipline were frequent. They illSisted strongly upon 
correctness of Christian walk. Members were dealt with for fighting, swearing, 
drunkenness, speaking eyil of a brother, gambling, buying lottery tickets, or 
managing lotteries, having connection with racing, dancing, or anything of that 
character. There is record of a brother having been excluded for allowing 
"race-paths to be cleared out near his tavern." There is anothel' case of this 
1>1'Other being advised to "pay nineteen bushels" of merchantable wheat to 
another brother on account of a contmct. and still later the church insisted 
strongly Oil its members not even attending dancing picnics and barbecues, and 
in one case some of the leading men in the church were dealt with on account of 
attending a barbecue. And now, when church discipline is generally so loose in 
reference to the ()onduct of the member,;, it is rofreshing to know that the 
records of the old Crossings Church show that her members lutye al ways been 
held to account for eng!l.!!:ing in the evils above mentioned, alld her policy still 
remains unchanged; and may it cver rEmain 00. Not that now, or in later 
years, the ehurch has insisted on going to such extremes in discipline as was 
sometimes done, in the period of which we are now treating. But in the main, 
her face, has ever been, and now is, set against that whole catalogue of evils 
which il doing so much to demoralize the Christian world. 
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In 1797, one brother Willson, was licensed to preach, being" allowed to exer­
cise his gift in the bounds of this church." There is a reeord bearing date of Febru­
ary, 1798,which brings out a fact not now generally known, viz.: 'fhat, even at that 
early day, the church had a regular subscription list, with the names of the n~em­
bel's of the church and the amounts, which they were willing to give, affixed, for 
the support of the ministry, and also necessary uses of the church. The record 
is this, viz.: A li.st of the members' names to be given to the deacons, and for 
them to prescnt It to the members, and for them to set down and pay whatever 
they may find free to do, "for the snpport of the ministry, and for necessary 
uses for the church." The idea with some, even of our own members, is that 
this is a modern invention. Not only was it done then, hut it has been repeated 
at intervals, along through the history of the church since that time. 

We come now to the" Great Revivals" of 1800 and 1801. "Throughout 
the whole country there was a spiritual dearth in all the churches. The same 
sad and lam~nting expressions are found in all contemporary writers. All the 
churches were in a state of languor throughout Kentucky, such as had never 
been seen before. Alarmed at the awful prospect, those faithful men of God 
went earnestly to a throne of grace in behalf of Zion." 

At the lWdlOrn Association, which met at Bryant's Station, 111 the year 
1800, there were represented twenty-seven churches, whose territory extended 
from Tennessee to Dayton, Ohio. " Yet from all these churches there were 1'0-

portQd to the Association that year only eighty-two conversions all told. That 
was about thrce convcrsions for each church," 

In the year preceeding, 1799, it was even worse than that. The Association 
met at Great Crossings that year, and twenty-nine churches were represented, 
which reported only twenty-nine conversions, being one for each church! The 
latter part of the year 1800, and the whole of the year 1801, however, brought 
news never to be forgotten. Says a writer, speaking of that time: "It was dur­
ing this year that the Great Revival prevailed, which wrought such wonderful 
changes in all the churches throughout the Mississippi Valley. All over Ken­
tucky its wonderful and stirring power was felt in calling dead sinners to life, 
and slumbering Christians to renewed 7.ea1. The great work seemed not to start 
up at a single point, and then gradually widen its sway, but it broke out here 
and there simultaneously like smoldering flames that could no longer be confined. 
At times the revival was rushed into wild extravagance, as witnessed in such 
exhibitions as the jerks, rolling and barking exercises, visions, and trances." 
Says Collins in his History of Kentucky: "The Baptists escaped almost entirely 
these extraordinary and disgraceful scenes, which extensively obtained among 
some other persuasions of those days. The work among the Baptists was deep, 
solemn and powerful; but comporting with that decency anel order so emphatic­
ally enjoined-in the Scriptures." 

During thi~ year nearly all the Baptist churches in Kentucky were reached 
and aroused by the awaking of the Great Revival. The churches throughout 
Elkhorn Association were aroused as never before, and never before did the 
cause of God seem to move forward with such overwhelming potency in the 
land. It seemed that the whole community was swept before the wonderful 
displays of Spiritual power." 

At the meeting of Elkhorn Association at South Elkhorn Church, in 1801, 
there were reported from all of the chnrches 3,01l additions by experience and 
baptism! with an addition of nine churches to the Association. In 1802, 488 
additions were reported and twol ve churches were added, so that the Association, 
which in 1800 numbered twellty-seven churehes, with 1,642 members, in 1802 
numbered fortY-iight churches and f),a10 members! Wonderful and mighty 
power of God! This was a glorious time for the old Crossings Church. Jos. 
Reding was still pastor. The revival commenced in this church in May, 1800, 
and continued during the remainder of that year and all of the year of 1801. 
During the year 1800, as has been ascertained through the records, 175 were 
added by experience and baptism, and during the ye9.r 1801, 186 were added in 
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the same way, making the granil total of 361 for these two years by conversions, 
besides a number by letter, though the reports to Elkho1'll Association make the 
number 402. What a mighty upheaval was this throughout this whole com­
munity! Not only was it in this immediate vicinity, that this good work was 
done, but it extended to fifteen or twenty miles around, so that members we~e 
added to this church who lived as di_tant as Eagle Crl'ek in the northern portion 
of this countv. 

So extensive lind scattered hlld the membership become, that it became 
necessllry to dismiss members to ('onstitute new churches. As has already been 
mentioned, l\IIcConnell's Run Chnrch, now Stamping Ground, was established 
on the fourth Sunday in September, 17[)5, with a portion of its members dis­
missed from Crossings Chnrch. 

On Saturday, February 7, 1801, leave was granted to twenty-seyen members 
to constitute the church at Dry Run, Scott county, which is still in existence, 
and is one of our sister ehurchcs. 

On the first Saturday in Jlllle, 1801, permission was granted to twenty mem­
bers residing on Eagle Creek to constitute" Mountain Island" Church, and in 
Jan'lary, 1802, a letter of dismission was granted to John Rease, who had been 
licensed to preach by the Crossings Church in 1801, to take the pastoral care of it. 

In September, 1801, the names of fourteen arc recorded as constituting the 
church on North Elkhorn, and on the first Saturday in March 1805, permission 
was given to nine members to constitutc the Long Lick Church. 

During this Great Ueyival many were added to the church, who afterward 
were influential members, and occupied prominent positions r.ot onl~' in this 
church, but also in our denomination at large, and even as citizens in the com­
munity. They continued members with us in lIome cases until th('ir death, and 
their children and grand children have been, and some are even now members 
of this church. First among these was James Suggett, who was received in May, 
1800. (A notice of him will be given later in this history.) Then followed 
James Johnson on the first Friday, Sarah Suggett on the first SaturdllY. and 
Wm. Suggett on the first Sunday in September, 1800. These were followed 
later by Younger Pitts, Sr., Lucy Bradley, Lewis Nuckols, Presley Peak, Sally 
Suggett, John Bradley, Thomas Bradley, A. Brudley, Caty Suggctt, Harry 
Branham, Spencer Peak, and Ricbard Johnson. There is probably not one ill 
this list who is not represented by somc descendant liying to-dny. Probably 
none of them were more prominent in the cburch, (thougb all of them were 
strong men and women) than Wm. Suggett and James Johnson. 

Wm. Suggett was born in Virginiu, April 13, 1778, and at an early age re­
moved to .J{entucky with his father, John Suggett, who was in tbe original con­
stitution of this church. He united with the church, as has been stated above, 
on the first Sunday of September, 1800. TIe was appointed deacon on tbe first 
Saturday in June, 1811, and was elected moderalOr :March 1, 1828, whicb two 
offices he filled until bis death, which occurred on the 17th of' December, 1861. 
He was elected joint modcrator with John T. Johnson, theirs bcing the first in­
stance in tbe records, of a regular elccted moderator, other than the minister who 
generally acted. since the first cOll8titution of the church. except Jnmes Suggett, 
Sr., who was elected moderator at the meeting in June, ]785, after the constitu­
tion. Thus we see that Wm. Suggett was moderator of the church for nearlv 
thirty-three year~, and deacon for more than fifty years. His lif~ was one of great 
activity and usefulness as a church member Ilnd a Christian, as long as he was 
able to go from home. Hc took !In nctive pi\rt in all the business affairs of the 
cburcb, was generally at his post OIL meeting days, and sbirked no duties. He 
was moderator of Elkhorn Association for twelve successive years, commencing 
with 1830 and closing with 1841, so far as the records sbow. Tbe year 1833 is 
not recorded, but he was moderator both before and after tbat year. He died 
having been a member of Crossings Church sixty.one years, wiih tbe bright hope 
of Heaven before him. 

James Johnson, the fatber of' Gen. Wm. Johnson, R. M. Johnson, Jr., and 
L. L. Johnson, Esq., united with the Great CrOllsings Church on tbe first Friday 
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in September, 1800, two Jays before \V Ill. ~uggett; wus chosen clerk, October of 
the same year, and continued to fill that office until October, 1825, whim he re-
signed to enter the arena of politics, as Congressman from this district. He died , 
during his term of office in 1826. He was prominent in the business affairs of 
the church, and was frequently put on important committees. 

J. W. Bradley, who nnited with the church during the" Great Revival," 
was a leading member in the church during the time of the brethren mentioned 
above. He was a quiet, unassuming mall, but nn earnest reliable one, and always 
ready and punctual in the discharge of his duties as a church member. His 
name appears freqnently in the business mettings of the church in hiR earlier 
aays. But during the latter days of his life he was eonfined at home hy affliction, 
and the church lost his sen-ire,;. He died July 11, 18(;7, the lnstsurviyor of that 
noble band of hrethren and sisters residing in this vicinity, who united with 
the church during the Great Reviyal. Thus it happened that John 8uggctt wa,.; 
the last survivor of those who joined in the original constitution of Great Cross­
ings church. and J. W. Bradley, Sr., his son-in-law, was the last sUI'vivor of those 
who united with the same church during the Great ReyivaL 

'Ve must now take up the period extending from 1801 to the clo,.;e of the 
Reding'S pastorate in 1810. Only eleven were added during that period byex­
perience and baptism. The church adhered rigidly to its discipline, and also to 
its doctrines, as is evinced by numerous "queries" concerning points of be­
lief. The church joined in a movement for the union of' Elkhorn Association 
and South Kentucky Association, about the year 1801 or 1802, and sent Joseph 
Reding and John Hease a~ messengers to the convention fiJr that purpose. 

In March, 1810, a letter was received, addressed to the church by Jeremiah 
Vardeman, Jacob Creath, Ambrose Dudley and others, requesting the church to 
send messengers to meet the messengers of the other churches of Elkhorn As­
sociations, to mutually agree to divide Elkhorn Association. The proposition 
was rejected; as was also one made at the same meeting that Great Crossings 
Church do not identify itself with any Association. 

\Vhile there are many things recorded of the Illen of the church of those 
times which are praiseWorthy, one thing noticeable is to be regretted, viz.: That 
during the period of' which we are writing, and even later, although the chmch 
was strong in numbers and worldly goods, not more than $100, and most fre­
quently only about $40 or $50 was paid to the pastor, and that only by thirty or 
forty of the members. 

Joseph Heding, the second pastor of the church, was born in Fauquier 
county, Va.: in 1750. In very early life he was left an orphan, and received but 
little education. From a wicked, outbreaking young mall, he professed religion, 
and was baptized in 1771, and immediately began to preach. Possessing a strong 
voice and mu"h zeal, he attracted notice wherever he went. In company with 
John Taylor, he spread a 8aviour's love over a great portion of Northwestern 
Virginia. Having spent two years in preaching in his native 8tate, he removed 
to South Carolina, and there remained preaching with much success until 1770. 
As has already been said, he emigrated to Kentucky, and settled near Great 
Crossings. He was pastor of the church, from the time Elijah Craig left the 
pastorate, until April. 1810, when he obtained a letter of dismission. In May, 
1810, he was again called to the pastorate, but evidently did not accept, as the 
records show that James Suggett was pastor before the end of that year. Hc 
went with the brethren of Licking Association-Particular Baptist-and after a 
long and useful ministry, died in December, 1815. 

We now return to the year 18]0. In September of 18]0 the church called 
James Suggett to preach twice a month, and to attend her monthly meetings. 
In the following month, October 1, 8aturday, he wns ordained to the gospel 
ministry, and entered at once upon his duties as pastol'. Success seems to have 
attended upon his ministry from the beginning. By the close of the year 1810, 
fifteen were added to the church, having professed religion and been baptized. 
During the year 1811, twenty-:Ii,ve more were added, making forty, by the be-
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o'inning of the year 1812. Among this number were George Viley, Patsey Viley, 
Edgcomb Suggett, Gabriel Long, Kitty Long and Richard Quinn. Not only 
was the church now at peace within her own borders, but in August 1811, shc 
directed her messengers to avoid an old dispute in Elkhorn AssociatIOn. Indeed 
her policy, before and after this period, was to avoid, as far as possible, the di:;sen­
sions and differences which agitated and lliRtracted the dem)]nination throughout 
the State. 

In 18ll thel'(~ is H curious record, viz.: That James Hammon, John 1. 
Johnson, and James Johnson were appointed clerks to raise tunes for divine 
worship. 

From January 1812 to .January 1818, not much of special interest occurre,l 
in the history of the church. 'fwenty-four, during that period, were added by 
experience and baptism. The church had the p8stomllabors of James Suggett, 
together with Thomas Henderson, to preach on the third Sunday, during a con­
siderable portion of the time. In March, 1814, Thomas Waggoner, one of the 
members, was invited to exercise his gift in exhortation and prayer. In Decem­
ber, 1817, a committee was appointed to raise funds for the purpose of building 
a meeting-house. which house was completed in 182\ and is the one now occupied. 
The year 1818 was marked as one in which the Lord again blessed the church 
by a great outpOurillg of his spirit in the conversion of sinners. Ninety-seven 
were added during that year, Hnd among the number were Reuben Long and 
Jordon Pcak. During 1819, forty-six were received. 

From the beginning of 1820 to the close of the pastoral relations of James 
Suggett in the early part of Hl25,'nothing of especial interest occurred. Eighteen 
professed conversion and were added to the church. Among this number were 
John T. Johnson, Asa Payne, and Simeon Branham. 

James Suggett, the third pastor of Great Crossings Church, was the oldest 
son of John Suggett, one of the members mentioned as being in the original 
constitution. He was born .May 2, 1775. He professed conversion during the 
Great Revival in 1800, and united with the church at Great Crossings in May of 
that year, four years before his brother, Wm. Suggett. He soon exhibited 
evidence of his power and fitness for the ministry, and on thc 31st of October, 
1800, was allowed to exercise his gift. On the first Satnrday in July he was 
licensed to "preach the gospel; " Hnd although his ordination had been called for 
at North Fork as early as 1802, from some unexplained cause, he was not or­
dained until October, 1810, at thc cull of 3'IcConnell's Run (now Stamping Ground) 
Church. He forthwith assumed the pastorate of J\'IcConnell's Run and Great 
Crossings churches, and, except a short while during the war of 1812, continued 
in that relation with the latter until September, 1825, when he was dismissed by 
letter to remove to .Missouri. He preached for McConnell's Run Church about 
three years, and, "by his lHbors, the church was put in better condition than he 
found it. Ther" were frequent additions, besides other tokens of prosperity." 
He preached at Clear Creek in 1824-25-and, in fact; he preached with great 
power and force during the earlier years of his ministry, throughout this portion 
of KentLlcky, and uncleI' his preaching many were added to the church. One 
particular characteristic vf his ],lbor8 was that sinners seemed to be converted all 
along during their continuance, as well out of as in great revival seasons, though 
not so numerous. At least this was truc of his la hors at Great CrosRings. John 
Taylor once sHid of' him: :, When I see 8uggett in tho pulpit, I think he never 
ought to go out of it; and when I see him out of the pulpit. I think he ought never 
to go into it." Out of the pulpit he would keep the company in a roar of laughter 
over his anecdotes. In the pulpit he was a man of wonderful impulse, and ex­
celled almost anyone at exhortation. U pOll his determination to leave Kentucky, 
a committee was appointed by Great Crossings Church to induce him to remain, 
but to no purpose. He removed to Missouri where he died. 

Jaco~ Creath, Jr., succeeded James Suggett as pastor in .January, 1826, but 
on~y contmued in that relation until September of the same year. ThoB. Hen­
derson was chosen to preach on the third SundllY. 
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On January 21, 1826, the same day on which Jacob Creatb, Jr., was chosen 
pastor, J obn T. J obnson was requested "to exercise his gifts in this church, 
whenever he should think proper." 

On Saturday, March 4, 1826, there appears the first recQrd of the purpose of 
the church to hold public religious service on S.ltnrday, church-meeting day. It 
appears, thllt previous to this time, thllt clay had been employed in attending to 
business of vnrious kinds. Four were received for haptism in 182G j among them 
W!lS Polly Nuckols. 

vVe come now to the time which is an era ever memorable in the history of 
Great Crossings Church. It is of peculiar interest to us to-day, becRuse it was 
the time in which the oldest living members of our church were brought to the 
blessed Saviour j and with them many others dear to hoth them and us, who, 
blessed be God, are now in the church triumphant above. A few of this erR are 
still lingering on the shores of time, awaiting the summons of the Master to 
call them home. They still cheer us with their counsel, and give us the benefit 
of their ripcned cxperienee and wisdom, and we look to thcm with love and 
reverence. 

Un the first Saturday in January, 182i, Silas M. Noel was chosen pastor of 
this church. '1'hos. Henderson having refused to serve on the third Sunday, 
John T. Johnson was invited to attend on that day ani! exercise his gift III 

prayer and exhortation. During the year )827, twenty-one were received after 
bnptism j among them were sisters Susan Brnnham and Maria Brooking, on 
the first Saturday in January, ana on Uctober G, James Mason, in refcrence to 
whom is given the following record, viz.: "said to be one hundred and one years 
old! "-there was also received one ChOCtllW Indian. 

We como now to the Yeflr 1828, one of the greatest revival interest ever 
known in the Great Crossings Chureh, not even the Great Revival of 1800 and 
1801 being excepted. There lacked only two of being as many converts in 1828 
as in 1800 and 1801 taken together, according to the- church books. During the 
two last mentioned years,3Gl were added, while in 1828 alone 359 professed 
conversion, ani! were added to the church. Rev. R. '1'. Dillard assisted the paslor, 
and did most of the preaching, though other bretbren, Revs. Tho,;. Henderson, 
.J,)hn Bryan, and J. D. Black, preached at different times. The writer of the 
history had a conver'sation lately concerning this great work of grace, with 
Rev. H. '1'. Dillard, who is the only surviving minister of those already men­
tioned, and from him learned some particulars. Bro. Dilhlrd says that a table 
was placAd in the sink just south of the meeting-house for him to stand on while 
preaching, the crowds being so great that the house would not neal' hold them­
that while ho was prcaching the people would sit on the grass on the hill-sides 
around in gretlt numbers, giving earn cst and close attention, while the pastor, 
Rev. S. M. Noel, would be in the house. with crowded aisles and benches. henring 
experiences related-that the people would come, not only from this county, but 
also from the counties adjoining, and stay with the members near at hand, for 
days together, leaving their homes Ilnd worldly matters to attend to the preach­
ing of the gospel. The writer asked what was the secret of such wonderful re­
sults. He replied that nothing except the plain and earnest preaching of the 
gospel, under the power and influence of the Spirit of God. Nineteen were re­
ceived prIor to April 10, when the revival commenccd in earnest. At that time 
meetings were held not only at the meeting-liollse, but also at the private houses 
of member,; in the neighborhood. For instance, on Friday night, April 10, Ilt 
the house of Wm. Suggett, frye werB received, among them were ·Wm. Craig, 
afterwards a minister and preacher for this church. And on the next day, Sat­
urday lit the church foul' were received, llnel among the number was Ann Eliza 
Brac1l~y (now Peak): And thus they were added"'::""four, five, six, or a dozen or 
more at a time every few days-sometimes at the meeting-house and sometimes 
at private houses-until December' 21, near the close of the year, aggregating, 
during the year 1828, 359! In 1830, a membership of 588 was reported to Elk­
horn Association, more than at IIny other time. Grand and glorious were those 
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times, whereof even we of this time should be glad. It may be interesting to 
mention the names ot some, well-kllown to, and beloved by us of to-day, who 
united with the church during that period. On April In, Lucy Ann Bradley, 
Amanda Bradley, (now Otfutt) and Janette Suggett; April 12, Polly Suggett; 
April 20, those wh6 had made a profession of religion, to that date fifty-one in num­
ber, were baptized; in the latter part of April, Nicholas Long; May 1, Francis 
Ann Harrison, Newton Craig, and Franklin Kenney; May el, Cyrene ,Villiams 
and Lucy Craig; May 4, 'rhos. Harri.on Hnd ,],hos. Turner, and on the same 
day fifty-nine who had been received since April 20, were baptized; }Iay 18, 
Mary A. Long, Beverly Branham, and Patsey Branham, and on the same day 
forty-six were baptihed; June 1, ,,\Vm. Johnson ; June fl, fifty were baptized, re­
ceived since last meeting; July 4, James Dnncan and Lemyra Duncan (after­
ward Roberts); July \ Ann Eliza Nuckols (aftcrwlud Peak); July G, fifty-three 
were baptized; Allgllot~, fifty-two were baptized; September 7, twenty-four 
were baptized; October D, ten were baptized; N ov(,)]nber 16, thirteen were bap­
tized, until at the close of the revival, December 21, 3G~J had been added to the 
church after baptism. Among this number were not only whites and blaf'ks, but 
also seventeen Indians, from Uhoetaw Academy at Blne Spring. On Deceu .. bel' 
7, one of these Indiam, Sampson Birch, was ordained to the ministry, and 
another, Robert J OI1('S, was encouraged to exercise his gift preparatory to license. 
It may be well to insert here the church record in regard to these red men, viz.: 
"The committee appointee! on yesterday, (Saturday, December 6, 1828) to take 
into consideration the propriety of ordaining Bro. Sampson Birch to the ministry, 
and for examining the qualifications ot' Bro. Robert Jones, also for the ministry, 
this day (December 7, 1828) reported that they had performed that duty and had 
unanimously agreed that Bro. Sampson Birch ought to be ordained, and that 
Bro. Robt. Jones ought to be encouraged by the cburch to exercise a public gift 
preparatory for a license; which report was unanimously adopted and agreed to 
by the church, and the orul!lation of Bro. Sampson was directed to take place on 
to-day by the ministering brethren present; and accordingly Bro. R T. Dillard 
preached a sermon from Actf!, 81 h chap., 5th ve'rse: 'Then Philip went down to 
the city of Samaria and preached Christ unto them; , and Bro. Noel delivered to 
our dear brothel', Sampson Birch, an animated and feeling charge. Bro. John 
Taylor followed in some general remarks; and Bro. Sampson, togflther with the 
ministeriltg brethren kneeled down, viz.: S . .M. Noel, Charles Johnson, John 
Taylor, R. T. Dillard, and Jos. Taylor, who constituted the Presbytery, (and 
their brethren) ordained our dear brother of the forest by the imposition of 
hands and prayers offered by Bro .. Tohn Taylor and Bro. Charles Johnson." 

'l'hus we have COlUe to the close of the precious season of grace of 1828. 
Not only did this maJ.e an era in the history of the church by greatly increasing 
its numbers and spirituality, but also in the introduction of many new members, 
young, strong and vigorous men and women, who were soon destined to take 
the places in church att:tirs of the older brethren and sisters, now rapidly passing 
away, and whose impress has been strongly felt all through our church history 
since that time. The names at those familial' t:> us have been mentioned 
above, most of them gonp, a few of them lingering still-all of them, whether 
living or dead, loved and cherished by those who knew them. God grant that 
our church may see :mother such time as this, when many, very many, shall 
hear His stately ,teppings anel respond joyously to His call. 

The year 1829 opened with the church calling Silas ~1. Noel again as pastor. 
Thl' chief item of interest, as a matter of hisLory, which transpired during this 
year, was that PlensantGrecn Church wa,; constituted in .July, near the residence 
ofW. B. Gallowny, Esq., with twenty members from Great Crossings Church. 
Thos. Henderson, so long the preacher of the church on the third Sunday in each 
month, was among the number. Nineteen were received after baptism during 
that year. During years 18:10, 18:31, and 1832, the church was disturbed some­
what in its peace and harmony, by the aeceptance of some of her members of 
the doctrines of what is known in the historv of those times as "the CUrrent 
Reformation "-the doctrines now held by· our brethren calling themselves 
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"Christians," or ,e Disciples." As we learn, however, only sixteen of the members 
embraced those doctrines, and left the elmrch j but among that number were 
three valuable members, viz.: .Tohn T .• Tohnson, a iicensed minister, though not 
ordained-he was one of the moderators of tile church j W m. Johnson and B. S. 
Chambers, clerk of the church. The church in her conduct with those departing 
brethren, seems to have acted very prudently and dispassionately, and hence 
escaped the shipwreck which some of the neighboring churches suffered. S. M. 
Noel was pastor during these three years, and twelve were received after baptism. 

During the year 18~3 the ehll1'ch was unsettled as to a pastor. On January 
ii, Eld. Thos. P. Dudley, now pastor of the Particular Baptist Church, in George­
town, was called, but declined, and in ~'ebruary, John Bryce, was called for third 
Sunday. On.J uly 6, Silas M. Noel was called, and on the first Saturday in Oc­
tober, S. ]vI. Noel was called ti,l' the first, and A. Lewis for the third Sunday, but 
it does not appeal' whether they accepted or declined. Twcnty were received 
during the year, among them was Youngp.l' It. Pitts, afterward pastor of the 
church. This closed the relations of S. }L Noel, the fifth pastor, with the church. 

Silas M. Noel was bol'll near Richmond, Va., August 13,1783. His father 
gave him an English education, but he educated himself in the classical langua­
ges, after which he studied law. Ile rCllHl\'ed to Frankfort, Ky., and commenced 
the practice of In,w, and continued in thc practice until he was appointed judge 
by Gov. Slaughter. 800n after he came to Kentucky he joined the church under 
the preaching of Wm. Hickman. In a short time after his conversion, he 
was called to the ministry, and took charge of Big Spring Chnrch, 
Woodford county. In speaking of this church, J£1d. John Taylor says: 
"The first preacher I knew of in this chlll'ch was Silas M. Noel j there I 
think he was ordained as their pastor, when only a young preacher." Says 
the same author: "After he bad been ordained several ycars, he laid aside 
his gospel ministry for a year or two of the honors of this world," refer­
ring, doubtless, to his serving as Circuit Judge for two years. According to 
the same author: "He came forward again as a preacher, with morc zeal, con­
sistency, and apparent stability th:;m at any time in hi,; life before." Soon after 
this, in January, 1827, he was cho15en pastor of Great Crossings Church. Speak­
ing of him about this time, John Tayle)]', ~ays: "Silas ~I. Noel is now a great 
traveler, and one of the best preachers the Baptists have in Kentucky. '" ·:i' "' 
For about three years past I suppose he has bapti7.cd morc people than any other 
man in Kentucky. His labors seem blest whatever dil'ection he takes. The 
conversion of sinners to the Lord seems to be the greatest object of his address. 
Repentance and faith, or faith and repcnt:llI(,l', connected with a godly life is the 
main drift of his disconrses, with profuse invitations to every man to come to the 
supper j speculative trifles are ]mrely found in hi" exhibitions. God bless the 
heav~nly man, may he thus press on to the end. Mr. Noel's literary accomp­
lishments, together with his zeal in the gospel, with his great success therein, has 
procured him the high appellation of D.D. The high powers at Lexington, 
authorized to make Doctors of Divinity, It year or two back, have saluted him 
with a flowing diploma. But it is pleasant to see that these high-flying trifies do 
not prevent his yet going into the thic1wts j 01', a(,cording to his own term, while 
at his work, the highways and hedges, to invite the poor, the halt, the bliner, and 
the lame, with every other soul, to seek tlw salvation of God," His snccess at 
Great Orossings has been seen, and neeels no further comment. He was a mem­
ber and President of the Board of Trustees of Georgetown College, was instru­
mental in obtaining the Paulding fund, and subscribed $500 to the college en­
dowment flU.d. His son writes: "He was called to Lexington Church in 1836, 
and remained there until his death, May 5, 18:Hl." 

The men of the church of this time were noble find true, and faithful to the 
interests of Zion j and by the staunch support, contributed much to the success of 
the church. ",Vm. Suggett, Asa Payne, Gabriel Long, Nicholas Long, Simeon 
Branham, Beverly Branham, Wm. Craig, Younger Pitts, and others that might 
be mentioned, were prominent and influential, some before and others after the 
period of which we are writing. 
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A. M. Lewis, the sixth pastor of Great Orossings Ohurch, was called for the 
first Sunday in March, 1834. On the 5th of July following, Wm. Buck was 
called for the third Sunday, and both accepted. A. M. Lewis continued as pastor 
until the close of 1R37, and dl1l'ing this period nine were received into the church 
after baptism. 

. A. M. Lewis came from ViJ'ginia, and was an uncle of Rev. O. Lewis, lately 
pastor of this church, and, while pa~toJ' here, was principal of a "Female Semin­
ary" in Georgetown. VVm. Buck preached on the third Sunday during 1834 
and 1835, and B. F. Kellllny, who was received by letter in September 1835, dur­
ing 1836, 1837, and 1838. 

In February, 1838, Jame,; D. Black, tho sevcnth pastor of Great Orossings 
Ohurch, was called for the first Sunday. Rev. R. T. Dillard was invited to visit 
the church as often as cOllvenient during this year. 

On the first Saturday in ]Hay, N. Oraig was requested to exercise publicly 
in church in prayer and exhortation. In October, 1834, a short summary of the 
faith and practices of the church was adopted. 

Rev. J. D. Black was pastor of the church, the first time for f,mr consecutive 
years, from the beginning of 1838 to the close of 1841. During that time, through 
the labors of this ~oalous man of God, the ehurch passed through some precious 
seasons of grace, and many valuable members were added. During 1838, 
the first year of Bro. Black's pastomte, fifty-six were received after bap­
tism; among them Lewis N uokoh" In 183~1, twenty-nine were added; in 1840 
thirty-eight wore received, and among them some well-known to us to-day, viz.: 
At the commencement of the revival, September 6, Ann Maria Martin (after­
wards Peak); Alonday, October 3, B. 'l'. qllinn and Bennett Branham; Friday, 
October 9, Lewis H. ~Ial·tin, Esther A. Martin (now Tomson), and Lucy Ann 
Quinn (now Branham); Saturday, November, 7, Nancy Samuells. and Sunday, 
N ovemhor 8, Ellcanom Offutt. 'l'he work of' grace extended to December 20, re­
sulting as stated above, in thirty-eight additiolls. During 1841 only six were re­
ceived. B. F. Kenney, preached in ('onne(,tion with Bro. Black, on the third 
Sunday during 1838 and 1839. 

In February, 1840, Wm. G. Uraig and Y. R. Pitts, both at that time zeal­
OllS yo un!\' licentiates, were called to preach on third Sunday in each month. 
They had both been invited to exercise their gift in public in July, 1836, and 
were, at this time, both called by their own church. The ordination of both was 
called for forthwith, and Craig consented and accepted the call, but Pitts de­
clined ordination for the present. Cmig continued to preach on third Sunday 
alone during 1840 and 1841. J. D. Black and John Lucas constituted the Pres­
bytery that ordained him. Pitts finally l'onscnted to be ordained, and his ordina­
tion occurred on Wednesday, November 17,18-11, with R T. Dillard, B. F. Ken­
ney, Wm. G. Oraig, J. D. Black, Howard :\Ialcom, and .J. M. Frost, Sr., as 
Presbytery. 

An item of interest which shows progress, is that in February, 1841, the 
church for tho first time agreed to pay the paotor as much as $200. Pitts held a 
very successful meeting with the chuJ'ch aftcl'\varc!s, and, at its close, was called 
to the pastorate, but declined, and still later was called and accepted-but more 
of these things hereafter. Dll!'ing the period of' his four years pastorate, as dur­
ing and just after all periods of tTue revi,'al seasons, the church enjoyed peace 
and harmony and prosperity in her borders, except that toward the close of 
1841, several brethren and sisters loft the church, (yet peacefully and in good 
fellOWShip) and joined Oll!' Partil'ulal' Baptist hrethl'en in Georgetown. 

James D. Black, tlw bevcnth paotor of GJ'cat Crossings Church, was born in 
Virginia, June 24, 1784; came to Kentucky in 1807, and when about fifteen 
years old joined the l'htll'ch at Dry Itllll, and w>tS bapti~ed by Eld. Jos. Reding. 
He was ordained at Lung Lick, Scott county, Ky. Very few men, who have 
preached among Kentllcky Baptists, have labored more successfully than Eld. 
Black. His son, Dr. E. H. Black, of Frankfort, Ky., writes: "He kept no mem­
orandum of the nnmber hc baptized; said, during his last illness, that he could 



28 History of Great Crossings Church. 

not think the number less than D,uuu." III the Great Uro:lsings ()hurch he bap­
tized about 200. Rev. A. C. Graves, in his history of Stamping Ground Church, 
says: "James D. Black was pastor of Stamping Ground Church thirty years, 
during that time he baptized into it~ fellowship OVe!· 1,000 persons. In addition 
to his labors at Stmnping Ground, he preached at yarious other points at the 
same time. He carried on three revivals at the same time-at this church 
(Stamping Ground), Great Crossings, and Dry HUll. In one of those years he 
baptized about 500. It has been said that many of' the best members collected 
into the churches at Dry l~un, North Fork, Great Crossings, Cane Run, and 
other points, were baptized by Father Hlack. ] II 1840 he was called on as the 
most suitable man to act as missionary in the bounds of Elkhorn Association. 
He served one year, and made the following report: "During the year your 
agent has attended twenty protracted meeting'; 323 have been re()eived at these 
meetings for baptism. He has baptized 2G4 himself, chiefly of the churches 
of his charge. He has preached 3:il discourse., and has been engaged 
121 days in aetnal service to the Association. No account has been kept of the 
number of miles traveled, or exhortations made." He preached for the following 
churches, (and probably more) in Kentucky. hesides those he preached for in 
1'vlissouri, Yiz.: Dry Hun, Buck Run, Fork;; of Elkhorn, North Fork, Long Lick, 
Pleasant View, Caney, Hartwood, Silas, Paris, Georgetown, Great Crossings, 
Millersburg, Bryant's Station, Cant' Hun, 1It. Pleasant in Franklin county, 
Harmony, and Stamping Ground. And llccomplished all this without the ad­
vantage of an educlltion. His son, Dr. J<J. H. Black, again says: "Though he 
did not have the advantage of an edncation, he was the fast friend of education, 
:md of an educated ministry. After he was forty years old, he went to school, 
and he and I were in the same grnmmal· class. After he was fifty years old, 
with the aid of a Greek grammar arHI dictionary, he learned to read the Npw Testll­
ment in Greek." He died j)Iay 30,1871, lind his lllst words were, "Jesus, 0 my 
son, how precious!" His remains now rest at Stamping Ground, Ky., in a place 
directly beneath the spot where stood the pulpit of the old Stamping Ground 
Church, in which he preached so long. 

On the first Saturday in December, 1841, Y. R Pitts was called for the first, 
and vVm. G. Craig for the third Sunday in each month. Both accepted, and 
continued thus to act in conjunction, Pitts preaching on the first, and Oraig on 
the third Sunday, until tho close of 184G. They were both young and active, and 
members of Great Crossings Church, and it appears that this arrangement was 
made, that neither might be prcf!'rred by the church to the other; besides the 
church desired to have them both prellch. On the first Saturday in January, 
1842, Revs. J. D. Black and B. F. Kenney, who had formerly preached, and 
been so much beloved at Great Crossings, were invited to preach as often as 
they could. 

In May of thio ycar (1842) a committee was appointed to circulate a sub­
scription among the members of the church for all who may think proper to 
contribute for the benefit of Georgetown College. Thus early was Georgetown 
College an object of inter(~st and support to Great Crossings Church. Nay, 
earlier than this, in January, 18:J7, B. F. Kenney, at that time the third Sunday 
preacher, was recommended to the Faculty of the College as a suitable person to 
receive the benefit of the Pawling fund. 

On the first Satunlay in Decemher, 1842, B. T. Quinn was requested to ex­
et·cisc his gift as a public speaker. He was afterwards ordained though not at 
this church, and has served a long ministry of useflliness and good, and is living 
now in the neighborhood of the church, loved and honored by all who know him. 

In August, 1843, Wm. Suggctt, "'''1m. G.Oraig, and Asa Smith ~re ap­
pointed to wI'ite a history of Great Crossings Church to be presented to Elk­
horn Association, and it was thus presented. 

Again in July, 1852, B. F. Kenney was rcqne~ted to write a history of the 
church, and have it published in the JVestem Recu?·,zcr. Whether this latter 
was done or not, has not been ascertained. N either of these histories has been 
accessible to the writer of this. 
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On the first Saturday in tieptember, 1841, Y. R. Pitts ",as relieved of his 
duty as pastor lo act as Agent for Indian Missions during ihe month of October 
following, and B. T. Quinn was unanimously chosen to supply his place. Thus 
we see that as early us 1844, the chll1'ch favored the system of missions as it 
did later, in 184G, when it yoted that Y. R Pitts" be made a life member of the 
Indian Mission Association by this chnrch," and that 'Vm. G. Craig be "made a 
life member of the China Mission, with the funds recently collected here by Bro. 
Goodman, the agent of said mission." And it has cver becn the firm friend 
of missions since thllt timp, as has been shown by its sympathy and con­
tributions. During the timc that Pitts and Craig preached in conjunction, 
the church was strong in number of members, and enjoyed some sensons of 
reviyal grnce. In 1842, eight had been receiyed to the time of the meeting of 
the Elkhorn Association. Prom that time until 1848. G,I were added by ex­
perience and baptism, and the membership was reported at the Association to be 
411. Among those received WCl'O Hich .. rd S. Qllinn, Prancis Branham, Elizabeth 
Bolson, Wm. Brooking, and James .Tackson in 1842; Richard T. Branham and 
Vivian U. Brooking in 184:3. At the Association in 1844, the church reported 
412 members, and 8 additions after baptism. 

Among those of 1844 were, Margaret Brooking, Levinia Brooking, Asa 
Branham, Su~an Branham, and Serena Branham. In 1845, 4 were received; in 
1846 the membe·ship was 3D2 and 1 received after baptism. The church was 
united and Pitts and Craig worked in harmony until the latter part of 1846. 
About this time strife sprung up between these two brethren. There was a Pitts 
party and a Craig party in the church. Reports prejudicial to the character of 
Craig went forth, and eharges were made against Pitts. The matter was intro­
duced into the church, and, on the first Saturday in Pcbruary, 1847, a committee, 
consisting of James D. Black, B. F. Kenney, .Toel Scott, and )[oses Akin, wali 
appointed to investigate the difficulty between them. After patient investiga­
tion, this committee made report on Thursday, February lIth, 1847, which report 
is recorded in full on the minutes of the church, and it is not necessary to repro­
duce It here. Suffice it to say that both parties were exonerated from the charges 
made again~t them, and reconciled to each other. It was the opinion of the 
committee that this unhappy state of affairs had its origin .< in misunderstand­
ings, misrepresentations, evil surmising, a manifest inclination to listen to talking, 
to evil speaking, to busy-bodies in other men's matters." They add: "We fear 
that almost the whole chnrch are more or less involved." They advised that 
neither party "serve the church as ministers of the gospel at the present 
time." Pitts' thereupon resigned as pastor; Craig declined when the church 
called him in 1846. And though these two brethren were called twice afterward, 
once in February, 1848, to preach on first and third Sundays until June follow­
ing, and again in November, 18M), to preach on 2cl and :1d Sundays dll1'ing 1830, 
it docs not appear that either accepted. The time of the cOl1ver:;ion, lieense, and 
ordination of each has been given above. They were both reared in this COI11-
munity. Y. R. Pitts was born in 1812 and reared in Kentucky. He left Ken­
tucky "ome time after the times just mentioned and went to Missouri. He settled 
neal' Glasgow, Howard county. He was pastor successively at Glasgow, Payette 
and Mt. Moria, in that stnte. He held a number of revival meetings and his 
labors were blessed. He took a lively int"rest in till of the genoml interests and 
work of the denomination in }1is80ll1'i. Especially ill holding up the Baptist 
institutions of learning. He, as agent, raised near$10,OOU fo], Mt. Pleasant Col­
lege at Huntsville .. }<'O]' H number of years he WWi a lllombCl' of the board of' 
Trustees for Will .• J cwel Colh'ge. He had accepted an agency to continue and 
complete, as far as possible, the endowment of' that imtitution at the time of 
his death. This OCClll'rcd while he was attending the meeting of the General 
Association at Clinton, Henry county, Missouri, in 1871. He and his wife now 
sleep, side by side, in the cemetery at Hur:t3vi:;e, Missouri. Wm. G. Craig was 
born October 10, 1803, in this neighborhood where he lived and died. He was 
a 80n of 'V m. Craig and grandson of Toliver Craig; a brother of J os. and Elijah. 
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He was a man, true and warm-hearted in his affections, and had the confidence 
and esteem of his brethren wherever he was known. He preached chiefly in this 
part of the State. His death occurred September 8th, 1853. 

Howard Malcom, Sr. then President of Georgetown Oollege, was chosen as 
pastor in April, 1848, for the remainder of the year. He served as pastor during 
this and the following year, 1849. He labOl'ed under very unfavorable circum­
stances. The church was still divided in feeling Oil account of the Pitts and 
Oraig trouble, though he was their choiee as pastor. The bad feeling had not 
elitirely died out, and it was not until nemr the close of 1849 that the church was 
again a working unit. Although the membership of the church werc in this 
condition, it seemed that toward the close of 1849 God's time for favoring Zion 
at this place had arrived. The Rev. J. D. Black had formerly been pastor of the 
chl11'ch and WllS gl'eatly beloved by the community, both in and out of' the church. 
The writcr of this has heard his mother, whom he tl'll,ts is now at rest in Heaven, 
say that she herself, (not then 'a mom bel' of the church, but who joined immedi­
ately after,) wrote a letter to Eld. Black, setting fi)rth her feelings and earnestly 
entreating him to come and hold a meeting at Great Crossings. He consented 
to do so and came and commenced preaching, with some of the mcmbers hard in 
feeling toward:; each other. He attempted to reconcile these feelings, but failing 
to do so, he said that it was a shame for the old church membcrE to do thns, while 
the lftmbs were :;tanding bleating without the fold i-that they would just go 
ahead and have the meeting and leave these old hardened cases to themsclves. 
Soon sinners wcre eonvcrted, thesc obstinate chllJ'('h members melted down an(l 
em braced each other, and the result was a gracious outpouring of God's spirit in 
the addition of 62 to tIle church; so that at the next meeting of the Association 
in 1850, they reported a IIlCmbership of 401. The revival occurred between the 
September and October meetings, mostly in September 1849, and among those 
added were; n. A. Long, John N. Long, A. M. Bradley, Oatharine E. Bradley, 
Geo. P. Peak, Presley L. Peak, Eleanor Samuclls, Sopronia 8uggett, (now Offutt), 
Cynthia 8uggett, (now Duncan), Dlldlcy P. Peak, James Wm. Craig, John 
Branham, J. H. Tomson, Samuel "Moore, :i\Iary .Moore, and Almim Suggett, 
(now Brown.) Many of these are now liying and make valuable church mem bel'S 
wherever they arc; others arc at home in Heaven. Rev. Howard "Malcom is too 
well known, and his cancer as a minister i:; too much a part of the denominational 
history of this conn try to require an extended notice at our hands. He came to 
Georgetown and assumed the Presidency of Georgetown College in its early 
history. After leaving the College he was president of several institutions north. 
He is now President of the American Baptist Historical Society, and lives in 
Philadelphia, Penn. He ranks among the foremost Theologians of the day, not 
only in our own denomination but in the whole religious world. The year 1850 
opened with the church in an unsettled state as to a pastor. Rev. J. D. Black 
was called and declined; Hev. Lewis Alexander was called and declined; and 
finally, in October of that year, J olm L. Waller, who had been called in August, 
accepted and proached for the chl1l'ch during the remainder of that year and 
during the year 1837, hut with no rCOlIlts in additions after baptism. In January 
1852, J. L. Wallpr declined to preach any longer for the church, and Wm. F. 
Broaddus was called and accepted. He continued liS pastor until N oV8mber 1852, 
when he resigned, and Decemher following. A. R. Macey was called. He preached 
for a year when C. Lewis was called and declined. It is nnnecessary to give 
biographical sketehes of .Tohn L. Waller >111(1 Wm. F. Broaddus.* The former 
wus foromost among Kentucky Baptist:; at the time of his death, and to write a 
sketch of him would be but to copy what some one else hilS already written. 
The latter is now living ill Vil'~inia and his life has been principally spent 
in that State and constitutes a part of Virginia Baptist history. Of thc 
life of A. R. Macey we know but little beyond that he ,vas pastol' of this church 

"After this history was in type, the intelligence reached us that Rev. William F. 
Broaddus, D. D., died at his home in Fredericksburg, Va., September 8,1876. 
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and afterward removed South where he died. From the Associational meeting 
in 1850 to that in 1854 there was but one addition to the church and that in 1853. 
In December 1853, Rev. D .. R. CampbelL President of Georgetown Co}lege, 
was called and accepted the pastorate of Great Crossings church. He contmued 
pastor until his death, August 11 th, 186:;, nearly twelve years. vVhel'l he entered 
upon the pastorate the r.hUl'ch hafl a nominal mcmbership of about 348, but was 
in a cold condition. Nothing of special interest occurred until August 22d, 1854, 
when a revival senson commenced which lasted until September 2d which re­
sulted in the nddition of 54 ns reported nt the next meeting of the Association. 
The following nre among the number: August 22d, Gab'l T. Long; August 
25th, Cliftgn Branhum and Mnry A. Branham; August 26th, John L. Peak, 
:Madison A. Peak, und Lou A. Peak; August 27, ~[ary Moore, Leland Peak, 
Alvin U. Brooking, Jumes 8. Hl'Ildley, )Iilton N. Peak, A. Juckson Viley, M. 
Lou Viley, and Gertrude Thomasson; August 28th, ~:[artha Moore; August 
29th, Milton C. Branham, J. W. Bradley, jr. and Lewis Nuckols; August 31st, 
:l\<Iary J. Hodgers. Dr. Unmpbell immediately went to work to utilir.e the material 
thus brought into the church, uut! the history of the church, from this time to th() 
close of his connection with i.t, i~ noteworthy on ncconnt of the activity ant! zeal 
of its members, particularly in reference to objects of interest und the spread of 
the gospel. The church received u new impetus in this direction, In December 
1854, four missionary committees were appointed, one each for Home Missions, 
Poreign Missions, Indian }Iissions, and Bible Cause, WllS appointed, whose duty 
it was to solicit subscriptions for those objects and report, one committee each 
quarter during the yeur. And these committee~ were continued during several 
years. In September 1855, T. H. Storts, then It student at Georgetown Uollege, 
was called to preach on one Sunday in the month. In 1856 Dr. Uampbell was 
away from the chureh a great deal, attending to raising the endowment for 
Georgetown Uollege, and, at his snggest~on, the church, in December called 
George Varden, then a student at Georgetown Uollege, to preuch on 3d Sunday 
in each month. In Junuary 1858, Dr. Campbell, having completed the work 
of endowment which detained him from the church, resumed his labors twice a 
month. It may be well to notice here how much was cO,ntributed by Great 
Crossings church, and then by the Urossings congregation to this endowment. 

• The members of the church contributed $4,600; the members of the con­
gregation contributed $7,165. New men now began to become prominent in the 
affairs of the church. Beverly Branham, N. Long, VVm. H. :Martin an.d men of 
that class were then the older members of the church who h!lcl so long borne the 
burden and heat of the day; W. H. McDonald Bennett Brunham, and men of 
that class were the vigorous, active, younger mem bel's; and with these as leaders, 
Dr. Campbell commeneed to work in those members who had recently joined; 
as, A. Jackson Viley, :Milton N. Peak, Leland Peak, J. N. Long, R. A. Long, 
J. H. Tomson and others who might be mentioned, by appointing them on 
important committees, calling on them to lead in prayer, &c. By this means he 
had the chureh both old and young alive and at work, eaeh feeling that it was 
his or her dLlty to be doing something. The chureh determinecl in 1860 to have 
meeting on every Sunday, and called D. R. Uampbell for four SunclllYs flncl Y. 
R. Pitts for 5th Sunday when there were five Sund!~s in the month. With this 
exeeption, the church hus III ways hnd meeting only twice n month, uncl occasion­
ally on the 5th Sundays; and these two meetings, on the first nnd thIrd Sundays, 
exeept in 18G6 when }i~ld. U. Lewis was called, when it was changed so as not to 
conflict with his meetings at Proyic1enee church. The pastol'lll rel!ltions of D. 
R. Campbell closed with his death, August 11th, 1865. This was the first in­
stance of the death of a minister while pastor of Great Orossings church. Only 
one has occurred since, that of Rev. S. P. Hogllnin February, 11;371. 

Elder D. R. Campbell was born in Perthshire, Scotland, August 14th, 1814. 
He was reared in the Presbyterian faith. He removed to England and was pas­
tor in N ottinghaolIl, and afterwards Missionary in London. He became interested 
upon the subjeet of baptism and became an independent minister. He came to 
the United States in May 1842. 
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He witnessed baptism in the first Baptist church in Richmond, VR., RI1(1 was 
so much impressed that he waited to see the pastor and was immersed on the fol­
lowing SundRY, by Dr. J. R .• Jeter, now Senior Editor of Relipio?l8 Hcmld. He 
traveled during the summer, visiting VirginiR Associations and preaching. He 
was pastor of Leigh St. church in Richmonci, Virginia for a short time, and then 
,\"ent South; was pustor of two country churches in Missh;sippi i-Vernon and 
Grand Duff. His health failing he came to Kentucky ill August 1R4;'. He was 
called to the Georgetown church in the tilll of 184;;' and labored there with great 
success for foul' years. The peculiarity about his labors there WHS, that so many 
citizens, old and settled men, professed religion and hecRme excellent church 
members. 

He was then eleded Professor of Hebrew and Biblical Literature in the 
Theological Seminary at Covington, Kentucky. vYhile filling that position, he 
was pastor of the Newport church and acted as Missionary under the General 
ASSOCIation. The Newport church was much l'(,,'ivcclundcr his labors and during 
one winter received about 80 additions. 

He was Professor in the Seminary three years and was called to the Presi­
deney of Georgetown College and accepted in lS52, and had only been PrElSident 
ahout 2 years when he was called as pastor of Great Crossings. While President 
of Georgetown College he was also pastor of 1I1t. Vernon church, Woodford 
county, and of East Hickman church, Fayette county. He died in Covington, 
Kentucky, August 11th, 18G:" greatly beloved hy the memhers of this church. 
They gave exrlressions to this love in appropriate resolutions at his death, which 
are recorded on the church hook. Ten were received, hesides those already 
mentioned, as late as 18GG. In Septemher 1863, James D. Black was called to 
the pa~torate for the remainder of the year. In December 1SGG, Elder C. Lewis 
was ehosen as pastor and continued as such until ,January 1870. whun he resigned 
to accept at 21ft. Vernon, vVooclford county. In .March 186(;, Rev. It T. Dillard 
who was greatly heloved hy the church, and had been called for thQ 3th Sunday 
seveml times hefore, was called for thnt day and accepted. 1,lde1' Lewis preached 
with much acceptance and was greatly heloved hy the ehl11'ch ; and it wa" with 
deep regret that they gave him up as pastor. At the meeting of the Association 
in 1866,4 additions were repol·ted; in 1.807, ,); and in 18G8,4, among them 
Lydia and Sallie Vile,\'. In December, 18G!1, the ministerial students at Geor~e­
town College. wcre invited to preach on days not regular meeting days. 

Rev. C. Lewis was horn in Virginia;-wHs educated at the UnivCl'sity of 
Virginia i-afterwards studied medie-ine, hut his hQalth failing he went to farm­
ing. He did not make It profession of religion until 1844, afte!' he was married 
and had ihree children; and commenced to prcach in 1845. He soon after served 
as a supply at j<'rtlnkfort, for a short while; was called to Glenn's Creek and 
Versailles churches, vVooclford county, Hlld sen'ed them a n umber of years until 
the estahlishment of the church at Providence, of' which he bocame pastor. He 
was called to a chair in the Theological Department at Georgetown, and while 
there was called to Great Crossings. Here he resigned in January, 1870 Hnd 
took charge of ~lt. Vel'l1on Church, of which he is now p[)stor; as he is at the 
church at Providence. He is too widely known and too highly esteemed to need 
any encomium hy the writer . 

• After the re;ignation of Eldel' Lewis, S. P. Hogan, then a student at George­
town College. was invited to fill the pi.t1pit J))'O tcmpOi'e; which he did u~til t~e 
following April when he was called as pastor. He served the chnrch With ac­
ceptance until his death which occnrred F"b. 2d, 1871. Durin/l the short time 
he was pastor, he held a protracted meeting, assisted hy Rev. L. H. Salin of 
Owen county, which resulted in 9 additions to the church i-among them were 
Anna Peak, Kittv Hancock, M. Katie Bradley, 'rhos. Brown, David Brown, 
Cynthia Branhan;, Linnie Branham and Lee P. Vilcy. Upon his acceptance 
as pastor the meeting days were changed hack to the first and third Sundays. 
Rev. S. P. Hogan was reared in Fayette county lind came to Georgetown Col­
lege to study with a view to the ministry and graduated with high standing, in 
J nne, 1870. 
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It wa, while a student there that he was called to Great Crossings, his first 
pastorate. He was ,oon called to Stamping Ground Church, !lnd while pastor of 
these two c!lIlrches, htl died. At the time of his death, he had but just married; 
had just entered upon his ministry, and was full ef z8al and love for his Master's 
cause. For dpep piety, whole-souled consecration, and enthusiastic devotion to 
his work, we have rarely seen him equalled. In the morning of life, with hi. 
heart all lIglow with love for his fellow-men, he was cfllled away to brighter 
realms on high. On the first Saturday in June, lR71, Rev. J. G. Bow, then a 
student for the ministry at Georgetown College, was called; he accepted and his 
ordination occurred at this church on the fourth Sunday in August following. 
Elcls. H. McDonald, B. T. Quinn, .J. B. Tharp, and J. D. Bohannan, composed 
the council that ordain eo him. He preached for the church until the first Sat­
urday in January, 1873, whon he resigl")ed to accept the care of Midway 
Church for all of his time. He had, since the organization of .Midway Church, 
been dividing his time between the two churches. III June, 1873, a number of 
members were dismissed to go into the constitution of a church at Midway, the 
seventh constituted fronl Great Crossings Church. 

Rev. J. G. Bow, came to Georgetown College, as a student for thc ministry, 
from near Burksville, Ky. He graduated in June, 1874, having carried on his 
studies regularly and successfully, while pastor of two churche~, preaching every 
Sunday for about II year; of one church for three years, preaching twice a month. 
He is now pastor at Harrodsburg, is young and full of zeal and devotion for his 
:M:aster's work. 

On Friday, .Jan. lOth, Dr. B. :M:anly, Jr., our present beloved pastor, wa.s 
called, the last bllt not the least by far; and he has served the ehurch with great 
zeal and acceptnnce since that time. And I feel that I but represent the unani­
mous voice of this church lind whole community, when I say that we earnestly 
hope that it may be a long time ere we undergo another change in our pastoral 
relations. One has joincd by experience and baptism during his pastorate, 
Willa Viley, in May, 1874. He came from the Southern Baptist Theological 
Seminary, in which he was Professor, to assume the Presidency of Georgetown 
College. vVe will leave it for future historians to write his biography, as his 
relations to us as a pastor have not ceased. Thc Great Crossings Church has 
been identified with Elkhorn Association sincc its organization, in June, 1785, 
and has never failed to be represented in its body, so far as the records show, 
except in 1791, when the church was dh'ided on account of the Craig and 
Reding difficulty, 29 out of 96 of its members having withdrawn. The Asso­
ciation has met with this church eight times, in 1789, 1799, 1806, 1811, 1820, 
18:{1, lR48, and lfw7. l<'ive of the members of this church have been Modera­
tors of thc A.sociation, vi",: vV Ill. Cave, in 1788; Joseph Reding, in 1806; 
Roht. Johnson, from 1807 to 1812, both inclusive; Wm. Suggett, from 1830 to 
1841, inclusive, except 1832 of \yhich there is no record; and Y. R. Pitts, from 
1856 to 1859, inclusive; in all, 20 years out of 90 years of the existence of the 
Association. The names of the Deacons of the church, so far as rccorded, are as 
follows: 

Name. Wlten Aff· Name. When Aff. 
John Suggett .................. June, 1801. Simeon Branham ...... November, 1835. 
Wm. Shortridge .............. June, 1801. Beverly Branham ..... December, 1841. 
John Cogwell ................. Junc, 1811. J. H. Thomson ......... DecembpI', 1856. 
Wm. Suggett ................. June, 1811. P. B. Hudson .................. May, 1858. 
Simeon True ............... August, 1828. W. H. McDonald ........ August, 1860. 
Gabriel B. Long ........... August, 1828. Bennett Branham ......... August, 1860. 
Asa Payne .................. August, 1828. Lewis Nuckols ................ July, 1872. 
Nicholas Long ......... November, 1835. G. T. Long ..................... July, 1872. 

We will now notice the officers of thc church-Moderators and Clerks. 
There is a record on one of the church books that in June, 1785, evidently the 
first meeting after the organization, James Suggett, Sr., was chosen :M:oderator. 
After this, it seems to have been the custom of the church that thc pastor, or in 
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his absence, some brother, ]J/'O tern., should act li,S :Moderator, until the year 1828 j 
and many times since that the same thing has been done. But in 1828 Wm. 
Suggett and John T. John,;on wer" elected joint Y[oderators. Wm. Suggett 
continued as Moderator until his death j and many years before that event he 
was unable to attend church meeting on account of sickness, which made it 
necessary to have a regular elected .Moclerator pro tern. This will explain why 
some of the list lire markecl "pro fem." The following is thc list of regularly 
elected Moderators: 

Names. When Elected. Names. When Elected. 
James Sugget, Sr ............ June, 1785. 
Wm. Suggett .............. Marcb, 1828. 
John T. Johnson ........... :Nlareh, 1828. 
Jno. Brashears (111'0 tem.), Jan., 1846. 
A. M. Hradlpy (]Ira tem.), l<'eb., 1850. 
B. Branham (1"/'0 tem.) .... ... Jan., 1851. 

Wm. McDonald(I))'O tcm.), Nov., 1865. 
C. Lewis .................... January, 1867. 
S. P. Hogan ............ September, 1870. 
N. Long ......................... J uly, 1871. 
1\1. N. Peak. ........... September, 18n. 

N. Long wa, the only one of the n-Ioderators mentioned above, who died 
while in office, of whom some notice has not been made. He was born in 1799, 
and was reared in this commnnity j-made a profession of religion and united 
with the chnrch at Great Crossings, in April or May, 1828, and was mess(mger 
elect at the time of hi" death j and during the~e 37 years, he was messenger 32 
times, the church having failed to send him only 5 times, viz: In 18;:)8, 1839, 
1840, 1842, 1852. He was eiected deacon in November, 1838, and Moderator in 
July, 1871, and filled both offices at the time of his death. He was quiet and 
modest in his manner, but always firm and faithful in the discharge of his duty. 
He nevt'r missed attending his church meeting unless providentially hindered. 
He now rests with the many faithful ones who preceded him. Previous to the 
year 1800, it appears to have becn the custom of the ehUl'ch to have no regular 
Clerk, but, for whoever acted as Moderato]' to keep a record of the meeting. 
From the year 1800 to the present t'ime the Clerks have been regularly elected, 
and the list is as follows j 

Names. When Elected. Names. WIlen Elected. 
James .Johnson ............ October, 1800. 
John T. Johnson ......... October, 1825. 
B. S. Chambers ............. March, 1827. 
Asa Payne ................... March, 1831. 
A. Johnson ................... April, 1832. 

Wm. H. M.artin ............... lHay, 1840. 
Richard Quinn ................ Jllly, 1843. 
Asa Payne .............. September, 1844. 
Richard T. Branham ........ Scpt., 184;). 
Bennett Branham ............ June, 1853. 

Asa Smith ..................... April, 1835. 
Y. R. Pitts .................. October, 1836. 

.John W. Bradley, Jr ....... April, 1861. 
John N. Bradley ......... October, 1865. 

We have thus far noticed only the men of the church, except the names 
and dates of members joining. Shall we pass over in silence the sisters of the 
church, who have always helped us with their presence, their words of encour­
agement and their prayers. Though their voices have not been heard in the 
councils of the church, the ~ilent influence of their christian lives have done It 
great deal more than mere words. The men of this church have' owed more 
elf what they have been and what they have done to blessed christian mothers, 
than to any other influence besides the grace of God. Those mothers in Israel, 
by their prayers and active co-operatioll, sUFported and strengthened their 
fathers, their husbands, their brothers, and their ~ons. while standing upvaliantly 
for the cross. Their names are not frequently mentioned on the church books, 
and the names of many may have have been forgotten j but they have been 
enrolled in the Saints' Book of Life, and the blessed Jesus has not forgotten 
th,em j "They rest from their labors, and their works do follow them." 

We will !lOW sum up the results of this research. The church was constituted 
ninety year~ ago, the 28th and 29th of last n-Iay. Its first pastor, Elijah 
Craig, WtlS twice imprisoned in Virginia for preaching the gospel j once in Cul­
pepper, and once in Orange. After Uraig, the church has enjoyed the preach­
ing of Joseph Reding, James Suggett, Silas M. Noel, Thos. Henderson, A. M. 
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Lewis, James D. Black, B. F. Kenlley, Y. R. Pitts, vVm. C. Buck, Wm. G. Craig, 
Ryland T. Dillard, Howard Malcom, John L. "Waller, Wm. F. Broaddus, A. R. 
Macey, D. R Oampbell, Cnd Lewis, S. P. Hogan, J. G. Bow anel B. ~Ianly, Jr., 
an array of preaching talent such as, we will venture to assert, no other church 
ill Kentucky can claim. During this period about 1,500 have made profession of 
religion and been bapti%cel, and aftcrwnrd )'eceived into the fellowship of the 
church; besides others who have been received by letter and those in the original 
constitution of the church. There have been in this number white, blaek and 
red men. Seven churches have been constituted, chiefly of members leaving 
this chnrch, viz.: Stamping Ground, Dry Run, :!\Iountain Island, North Elk­
horn, Long Lick Pleasant Green, andllIidway, foul' of which, Stamping Ground, 
Dry Run, Long Lick, and 1I1idway, are still in existence, so that the Great 
Crossings may well be called the "3Iother of Churches." The church has sent 
out five ordained preachers, and licensed six others to exercise their gifts. We 
have wandered through the corridors of the past in the history of this old church, 
and have seen hung upon its walls faces both strange and familiar, many of the 
latter the dearest images that we cherish in our memories. vVe have se .. n there, 
those dearest of on)' kindred who have. trod the journey before us, and are now 
landed safely on the other shore; those to whom it was a pleasure to serve Jesus 
while living, and a joy to claim him as theirs in death. vVho now present in the 
community of this chmch, however thoughtless and careless they may be, do 
not rejoice in their 1\('art8, that such Christian ancestors were given ti) them; !Uld 

who does not feel like contrihuting to our grand memorial oflering, as we know 
these dear loved ones would do if living. If this offering is, RJ; we have heard, 
to celebrate the past hundred years of existence in the State, and is to be a me­
morial of om gratitude to God for his blessings to us, who in Kentucky have a 
prouder history than we, and who have more reason for gratitude to God for his 
many blessings to us·) Then let u;; all do something in this rllovement worthy 
of our past history, worthy of ollrseh'es, and above all, worthy of the cause of 
our blessed Master. 
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