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IN perusing th~ live • . of. eminent men we .· shall, in. 
some instances, find tl$t- they ~ve' been favoured by 
their birth, their contiexions, _, d other ·exterior a· 
vantages, h;d~ei;r efti ·J;jts to: a:t~ 8.n ~levati,on .. abo:Ve; . 
the te t of DliankinCh . Whilst the biographer has Pai . a · · 

I . ~ . • • ~ . . ' . ~~· 

tribute · to their persotjal worth~ . he Jlas. ~ad al.~o ·to 

1 

recount the .. deserts of ~hei·r i~ustrio~·s ance~tors, nd t~ 
, show how . th~se indivif u~ls ' supi)o~d the df gility 0{ : · " · . ~: · >.· .(: . 
their faro~ . . . In the t su c~ss ~f · such chari¢t~rs w_e · . .·. , ~ · • 
see . . eU-fou. ded .. expect;itions realiz~d~ a~d , we follow .· -. · · · · 
the . ·.in ;tµeir ·pros~o~s .. ana · plelld.id · C~reer, ·with _a :. : 
pie • ng complacency> . : . :. . • 

. ·ui ~ong, .those lth~.: Jl~~S. hay~ lived,~_ and : ·· . 
wh , metD~ ,,. I 0Jl~imi ·: to ' be veneritted •by P9 terity, ~ .. ·· . i. ' 

'. . • , ' .. . .... ~ 0 ~. " . • • ,. <It. , ' • • • • • 1 I 

there -~ave .~n llll\~ ; ; ~1l ~11'.~ who ~ave emer . · '_ '· · ._ : -:. ,· 
fr m. ~b. ~y, j~nd· i.:_ ... t¢8d 4'.:of. · .. nj~ying. '_ the:~ al~s . .- of '.· ... .. · .· , .. :_.-.f · . ~ .... 

·pro ?ity; have b:ad, abj\O t·~throii ~· th . Whole of·tbeir · .. ': . ' '; '. ~ .· . 
progr · , '.to encOunt r _';' .'diclllti '. ~nd .:di c~ragemen '·· · · . '. · 

' · of.an overw.h 1 • .!'Jl•t1 ·,·and .. ucliaSnOthiri 'bu( the.. · ·. ; "\ > · 
m· t :\· · •· .>ouJ.d h V · n.able to Ur.. ' ; L . · · 

. . :' .. ~\ 11. : . . : . ( . " J ,, . .JI.:, J .. . ';j 
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. . hi opl 1,' though, for 
a .long time a~er he :~ · a . anointed b the prophet, hi · 
life a a . cheq ered ·: scehe, full of trouble and dis-
~ppointm. n ps. · : ~ - * ~~ 

. Elijah, ·hat mo t etn,fuent restorer of the · orship of 
-, · ho as .the bold· repro er and terror of a · icked 

race of ldngS, ·when · fir t introduced to our nOtice, i 
· me Jy described as t~e :.Ti · hbite. The same remarks . 

\I ill apply to the prop}) i in general, under the form r 
dispe · ation, and to thbse {' ersons ho were the in tru-
ments chos~~ by the Sop of qQd himself to· inake known 
his name' W Jews antl Gentiles. The apostle. ·Paul; 

~though he had been· br~ught up at the feet of Galnaliel, 
laboured ' for 'bis subsisti .. ·nce a a 1 tent maker, and was · 
often exposed to · the i.greatest difficulties, . ignOmi~y, 
and persecution .. · . :' T~es~ ha~ds,' . says he, 'have· ·mi- . 
Jli ter d tO iinY ·necessities, ·and. to .th9Se that · were with 
me.' . ' ot many niighty, not nlany nhble are . calfo · · ; but · 

. God h~tb ·~chosen · the foolish. things of. the world, that ~ 
no ma~· shou~ti glory itj hi~ presence. or need · we to 
Wonder that So~ereign ;. ·Wisdq.m thus ordain , hen :we · 

. reflect~ th~t the, Author_-,a~d( Finisher of our :rai J} . as 
hiin If made. Pt:rfect t~ro~gh su1ferings. H8virig }~id 1 

. 

. aside his giorj:, I and wisUtned · human natui-e, · he took · 
( - . . \ . . . 

upon hun ·,_. the. form of~ .servant,' he was .br~ught up in .. ·· 
· p~erty an' o~tirity, ~· the ·~ouse of a ,c_aroerit ; h"lll~ . 
' . ' If follo • ' t 'e . sam~!~~pation ; and even after, th ' 

·; - .. . f · • . .. ·. B ·2: .. 
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' : · omm~ncement of his public :ritinistrations, .he declaredt 
hat while 'the foxes had hol s~ · and the birHs of the air . 

: . ~d' est , the So~ of Man had not where to . lay his 
· ~ead.' · . .· . · . · . · 1 • . • · . 

\ \··· If t~e life.of.the Christian is uriiformly rep~esented a 
~: a :. state of tclal, and if the promises of the 'gospel ar~ 
'. ~~liarly · a , .apted to such a state, we ·. ought not to 
I think it .stra#,ge that adversity has been the lot ~of good 
! ~en . in alm(,st every age~ . · The Almighty not only 
~ .choose~ ·them in 1thC :fuilbace of affliction, J>ut he . often 
· ~rtnits th~IIh . for wise ends; to continue there for a 
cpnsidei'able ,time, to humble them, to pro'Ve ~hem, and · 

- t~ - knoW ~~at · is in their .·hearts. In this respect, )as 
. . weµ as.in m~ny others, it .is good, for a man,, ' to beadhe 

'. yioke in his yqµth.' • · . . • .. . · · 1 

· ' • ~ "1 ·Some of t}!e e desultory remlµ'ks &re, in a measure, 
·;applicable to n\any -periods in t1'e life of J;iim to whose 
;.+e,morf these p~-es are· dedicated. · Duclng his long 

· .· \·~ • . he · passCd thr~tigh · many: changes.; he )Cnew. both · 
.. ~ K:l~" to ' .be aua~~d and suffer nee~, and:· how to ;abound;·' 
:;b t• -his path,) hough 'often · str&~ and diffi~ult, was tQe 

· !ri,ght way fe>r: ·the eK.ercise o(CWistian~fes: ansl dis- · 
J -, . • . ' ' • I • 

. ~ti?Df,. arid[ ~ a prepaiation·fo a better an<~ _brigbtet · 
. :·world •. - r~ • 1. : . .. .. . . . ~1 •. ' 

~~ ' - • • < ' i . ' 1 ~ . . . . • .,, ~ ~ ., • ; 

~- H.~ l\'a&~e~esily solici¥ by'.lµs i'amilJ and'. by tnany 
. .- ·i~o ~ -~.,-nend(·to Wdte. sori)~ .·acco·. nt of his. life,-as ·con-
. ·~neeted with;. t~ Changes that. took pI~te· in the moral 
· .~ ' i:eligious '. · erld, so far .as t'Qe;f came utld~ his o .. 1 

. . ~ '. n-ation, and in t he· circle in_:Wliich ~e tn~Ved... Ever1 · 
. - ·~ -_ ~-ndi~duaUs ~ · ·.·nly .bet abl~ ;· to judge of, and de-
• r • . ' . '. th . u~ . i~e. omtions 'of. hjs. o'wn mind, the 

· · • of:.llisJ'eelings, opinions, .and habits, and the in-
-~a•e~nce·. h·ch . ·c~ rev nts b .~e had ii;i de~rulinin 
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his course of life. On these; as well as on many other 
accounts,. such a me~orial was desirable, .. and ~ight 
have ~sefully employ~d ·~is pen in the later periods of 
life, had not his mode.&ty induced him to decline. the 

' j 

task. , 
~ ' 

The first ·part of ~his .narrative has ·been collected · 
partly from hints dro}>ped in conversation, which Were 
committed to writirig a~ the time, ·and partly .from a diary 
contained in several Ms. volumes, ·with heads .or sermo~s 
and fugitive PieceS,.'Written chiefly between the age of 
twenty and ,twenty;.fl;>ur . . This diar~\.Was,, in ~ a great 

· . . n1easure, 
1 

d:is~ontinued after he entered· upon his minis~ 
. terial laboUrs ; the . cofuposition of sermons, preparatorf 

reading,. and other u:tgerit engagements, . engrossing ·al­
most the whole· of hi$ Jime and attention. It is to be 
regretted that nially. "()arts of the diary· are written in a 
short hand, which carino~ n·o,y be easily deciphered.1 

The associates . o(ihis early years have long been'. 
\numbered with the dead. · The partner of his joys and 
SOITOWS, whose recoll~tion might have supplied many 
incidents, though spafed to ~D advanced ·age, left . thi.$ 
world . several :ears · ~fore him. Of . those . who· onCe 
formed ·his fatriily · cirple, one . o?lly now . remains, who · .. 
looks · bac&' with a ihournful kind of ·pleasure on a 

· period of nearly · fiftf: y~ats, during Whieh he . enjoyed 
-the · society and ende~ng sOlic~tude of . so aif ectionate a ·, 

l 

• .; 

I 

L· 
; 

~ ... : 

•• : f 

. pal-ent. ~ The : ·intimate ~ intercourse .whi~h .:~u~sisted 
between them _certainly afforded· him every opportunity .. · ; .• . 
·of appreciating· his ell.meter, his views; arid sentiments •. · . : 

. ~ . ; I ' 

On ~aecount ·of .... he ne~r relationship s~bsisting between . t 

himself· arid ~ the\· dec~~~ed, . he has often felt, · ~nd · still · 1 

continues ~ ffeel,. pat diffidence · and . hesitation as to · · 
the propriety Of; ubrt.;ttiDg ·· th e p~~rs to t_lii! 'inspec .. · : · . 

·1' ' . . 
. .~ . 

.i 
~ .. ~. 

I 

\~ 
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. ~ . fon. of '.the public~7 In other respects a,L;o "he is on:-
. · ~ s 'oµs o.f being u~equal ~o. the ·Undertaking; b~t What .. 
· · · \ e:~~r im~rfectio~s may ~ $served, he will consider · 

;ihimself
1

.aqiply reward~~ . .if . the ~tte1npt to record past 
· · levents may . tend t.o lead the · attelltion. of his readers to 

· ~ijo~ all-importallt truths which it was the great obj c~ 
hr the deceased · \tg inc:ulcate ~y . his preaching iind 

. ~ritings, an~ to e1ilf Qrce by h~ eX:ampl~. If this .should 
. happµy be tl,e. case, though ow · m.ouldering in the · 
. "~1:1st,. he will yet . speak~ .. not only to tho~e wl)o were pef 
· $on~y acqu,aloted. with him, }>ut to others who we:re 
4~ngefs to him~ · · 
'. ! 

·-r - : . 
s . 

. t .· 
i ~ 

. ' ~ ' -··-. / . 

. . ~ \ 

,, .. Then i~ ~e .pistory of ~my agi: 
. ':. 'When meµ. review my ~y,,, 
Tb.ey·~· ~ea~ ~thy love in: ~v~l'Y page, 
: In every line thy ,Pratae" . · · , . ~ 
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b en moving scene to all present, afld pa ticularly.'to 
the·· ·~widow d ' mother·: and her 'bereaved children. it 

l ' ·I ' 

certai~ly made a de~p nd -las#ng impressi(>n on the 
su~bject t>f this ·memffi.r, as he often nientioned it' with 
much emotjon, when :Speaking Of his fatnily. At that 
early age his mind wa:s evidentlf un'de serious impres­
sions .; and no doubt such ·a sudden and affecting stro~e, 
while 1. it . <jepHved • hit4 ~f the resoUrces on Which he . 
depended for support, ; must have been. an :awful -lesson 
to him of the unceriainty of au creat'ed good: · For 

· some time he was · greatly agitated B-J f~rs respecting 
the final state of .. a ·~ parent he had , _Jo~ed :SO much. 
These painful apprehehsiOns led him fehently'to suppli- . 
cate the Divine throne for relief and cohsolatio1r. The 
mel~nch~ly . sUbject · ~~t only engaged . liis wiling bni . · 
his sleeping thoughts • and he had, on ohe · occaSion~ 

a dream; by which he ]fancied sf)me intimation: wa~ con- · . · 
,veyed to him' that .his fears respecting tile · state of .. 
his · departed par~nt {Were -" groundless-:_,;.this . ~ greatly 
relieved his mind. -_ How far ·st.ch i~pressions ought to 
be. regarded t not DO)V th~ subjeCt of inquiry~ ·· . T~e · in~:.. 
.cident .is here simp1y .s~ated; and· if, at ·so. te~tl~r · _Ii age • . 
'SOrhe degree I of ·enthUsiasm . was inh~ed ' w.itB a pious . 
train of . fooling, it is ~Qt be worid~red. at, much less td · 

. . . ' I • 't 

be censured. · It ceria"1ly1Shows how'deeply ~e . 'Yas af .. 
fect~d, ·not on y :; 011' aqcount. o~ the lo~s of b~i p~ -en~, 
but . fro1n a1i ·anxious:· s~l\eitude aOOut · hi~ eternal welfare~ 

· which p~vailed. ·to suCh a ~egree that : he tlfougljt ·he 
~ver ,coµid ~ liatrf! ~~-happy . again . if some t+elief! bad 
no .. · n a1fo ed. , . \~. ~1 : . ~ . 

. Having)~et. early i . {tiated in•tbe rommon•braDclies · 
of< leaming, he . .OOn . shb. ·. ed· ~· t~te for'. books; ; and retta · 
with eage~ ... · ch : · catn~ in ·his way; paJticula 
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~uny~li's '' Pilgfµn's Pro~ss." He often t~ed with his 
· __ : · oth~r about it, and t Id ·her there .was nothing he so 

~- uch desired as to become . a pilgrim. uch ap idea as 
. t · · might occur to a child wb was merel)r entertained 

. i' by the narration, · but there is reason to be · ve he un­
_ :-. ~ ·-rsiood som~thing of t~e ~piritlial meaning -' of· many 

.. i · ·. sages in that inilnitable work. He &lso read Bun-
y~n's " He~-tftnly Footman," · Alleine's "Alarm," and 

~ Baxter's '' Call to the Unconverted;~, the last two are 
' . 

: a4mirably ~alcuiated to excite earµest. inquiry a~ut 
. : th~ best thm~. . The other l>ooks which he · perdsed 

· w~re . cpiefly · in ihe ·legal . stfain : · among others, . 
· .''the Whole Duty of Man," . which, from the nuin­
. be of ellitiolls tbrOu~1 whicQ it formerly' passed, must · ~re ·ha~ a moSt extepsiv~ cir·cula- tio~.. His old. estb~o­
. -.ih r, . for .whom through life he retained· the most .. sin .. 

• I ' . . , 

. ce, e aff ecti~n, encouraged and ~united with him in. these 
, . . · · ,ill · ·ullif$ after tl~e one . thing needful. .They often re­

~ into~ tile b~rn together. for prayer, whither their .· .,i . mot~er, pleased, w,ith these early appearan~s · o~ . 
Se ·ous .· ct>n~rn, · sometimes secretly. follo~ed· them to 

· • : Ii to th~ir artless· and devout aSpirationS. . 1 
' 

• . ' ; i n.. after:the death:' of his:Cather, the family;· left the 
· . ·" ·: · : fall farm a~ . ~t.;.rgeen, . and t)l~ . childr~n ·were 
· ·. _ .: ~ . Jn dllfe~nt . situa~ns~ . At the ·age of thirteen, 

· .~ ' .. subject . of tJDS n'"ative w · put app. · ntice -to a ·· 
~·~--·; at B~oi:d; wi :whom he remained·-to the ex­
........ • .... n· of his · te~,: wbidl wQs . six years. . He W'. · 

· ~ly famillt _and w· .encouragCcl OOtli by 
nreeen ' ample ~ a regWar at . . . . 11 p,uhli~ 

.... -. • .-.., ~ ~ . el i e .. had bee. e ed 
~ ... ~t y ~~r -the · v. M: .•. 
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always .· retained grea.t respect, both on account of , the· 
regularity, of his deportµient, and the fervou~ and e­
riousness with which he~ inc~cated what he considered 
as of importance to hiS hea~rs. He strenuously ·re . 
commended the necess~ty . of· holiness, though he en­
forced the practice of it rather · by legal motives, than 
by those more noble . a;d efficacious arguments which · 
the gospel holds . forth. -~ 

From · th·s gentlemaq he received many marks · of 
kindness, which he afte~wards . acknow\edged with gra­
titude. The preacher .. w~s no doubt plea ed to see in one 
so young d spirit of. inq~iry aPout the best things. . He 
treated him with great ~ondescension, and encouraged 
him both by the loan of books and occasional instruc­
tion1 in classic.al learning,~for which he wa~ well qualified', 

· being· head ffia8ter of t~e Gra1nmar School, which ·si­
tuation he filled for man~ years with high and deserved 
rep:utation. · 
· · During the icontinuapce . of his app enticeihip, his 
time ·was · occ~pied in ~ his master's ·service from . ·six 
-in the morning. :to ·eight :~t ~ght, so that what time he 
had for_ reading.· was .pri*cipally redeemed f~o~ sleep,. or · 
seiz.ed by .stealth. · The · $acl!ed Book, . whetlier:- he :was in 
the house or by. the :~va~.~ · whether· engage'd in work or' 
at leisure, was '·his con~tant companio:n. . Betw~en the 
8ge of tjWeive ~nd · fou~n he had read. it Over · rep~at­
edly ; ~nd .he thought ~ifnself enri~hed for ever .when he·· · 

· · . had pbtainecl. priSses~~n pf a small pocket B,ihle . . · ·Per-
. · haps it wou d · ~~arcel~ lie proper to 1•efate the cllif~~nt . 

1 

· plans.- he.:.adop~ ~to . ·elu4~ the notice of , the . famUy, who 
had :no idea of the enjof ment he fo~nd in. . ~di:ng and 
retirement, and :: the ·. me 'us \le employed to 1-escue om 
sleep a · little ~ti~e for t :'. e · · purpoSes. • Mappil:Y for .his 
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: ·· -tum of mind he had small lodging room to himself : 
. . a ,considerable part of his pocket money wa ·employed 

. in th purchase of candl s. His master and mistress, 
with the do e tics, retired at an early hour : he, among 
the ~est, too ·his candle up stairs, and, to avoid suspicion, 
lfben·he had been a little titne in the room, hid the light .. 
ed. candle under an earthen vessel till he supposed the 
(amily were all asleep; when he . betook himself to his 
~elightf ul employment for a considerable part of the 
night. . Sometimes be tied· a weight to his . foot, and at 
others fastened his hand to the bed-po t, that he might 
n(>t sleep too long~ -_ These circumstances are not men-

. tioned here to excite· imitation, for he was himself afte -
: . ~rds sensible of their impropriety, in the injury which 
. Ii •i health sustained ; but they· shqw; the decided bent of 
.· hi mind, which no obstiicles, even of a prudential nature, 

-" cduld restrain. . . ThiS notice of them may likewise lead · 
.. i 

'.· t~ose who are distinguished by privileges, . and have 
'.: e'1ery_ encouragement from their parents and other con-

! • .. 

: n· xions, to ·Value their ·opportunities, and to be more 
· ~ eolicitous to · improve: them in · a suitable manner. A 

;· i 

1. copsiderable portion· 'Of the time thus redeeoied from 
. : sldep . w~ spent 'in earnest· &nd fervent prayer . . 

~ · ' \During the jfornier :part · of '.this · period · he knew 
i. n1) ~~g oUbe dissellters, and ·.netbodism was not much 

. ~ .• i .,ed·of; buth~~ fonally w:~t.-ori Sabbath evenings 
1 ·;~ h ·presby.terian '.cbapel at ~~ord, :where, ·accord-, . r~· ' :·.to . a custoin; ~~foh had long prevailed afu~g 'th 
: ;:Pu i .. . the .. sermons ~he~ .at ·the place were re-

'.~· .' ' ~ . no · , . hicb, .in · this iii tance, had· been 
.......... u ·; '.d~ .by, a gentle · · o. the · nam · o · wain. . 

· · ' . · P . ." clpally . uch · Mr. S ain bad 
in Ji1s )~~nl ' ·day ;,or~ .. .,·,...,, ....,.~·~· ~~~· 
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his l\:IS. "apers with. gi~at" pi ty and affection, so1ne­
times ·jnt odu ·ing a few~ .r · cnarks of his own. I-le \Vas 
often melted into tears, ~oth from a recollection of past 
days, and a painful conviction that there had been a 
considerable declension in religion since the time when 
these ser~ons were firs~: preached. \\Tith this worthy 
gentleman he formed an acquaintance, which was of 
great service' to hi1n. flis ~onstant aim was to seek 
the society of those froJ11 whose judgment and expe­
rience he IDight derive . ~dvantage. Hel~had indeed, as 
was often remarked by ~hose who knew 'him, from the 
age :of fifteen .or sixteen,_ i..all ~he gravity and appearance 
of maturity; he soon 'put away childish things,' and as. 

. sociated .with men. I 

Of ~11 his acquaintance~ at this period, a Mr. David 
Pratt was the most intimate. This good man treated 
him with the 1 kindness of a parent. . He .. was a per­
son of considerable lite~ary attainments, and desirou's 
of giving every . encou~(~gernent to young persons of 
·promising· t~lents and dispositions. He not only lent 
him ·many valuable book_s, to the purchase of which 

) 

his own-finances were not adequate, but assisted . him · 
) 

in the study of the L~tin language, and in oth-er 
branches of learning. They ·passed their ·evenings, and 
frequently their midnigpt hours, with each other. 
A111ong the Latin books1 for which he was indeh,ted to 
his friend, he placed ~at vah~e on one . containing a 
short system of divinity~ ,wherein the original story 
may be £ nd, fron1 ·whlch· the poet Parnel took the 
idea of his "H·erIJlit." M,. Pratt was well versed in th,e 

II . ·' 

ey tern professed ~ by the pre byterians, and took great 
pains in catechizing· younf persons. He was very fond 
of Mr Flavel's riting /which he no doubt recorn... 

. . 
·.1 

' 
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. ended to his youthful as ociat ; and we may, proba­
bably, from this -period, date hi attachment to the 
works of that excellent divine. 

This valuable friend he lost at a time when his conti­
~uance with him was most desirabl ; and it does not ap­
pea.r, from the scanty documents remaining, that he be- · 
came acquainted with any other person, during his resi­
dence at Bradford, from whom ·he received much advan­
tage, in a literary p9int of view. 'His last interview 
with his friend was very affeeting. He went to see him 
on the morning o the day. on which he died, and had 
some interesting conve.rsation cwith him ; at the close of 
it, after inquiring the · hour, and being informed it was 
six, he stretched himself on the· bed, and instantly ex­
pired . . 

.1 bout the time· when he was deprived of. the aid of 
· t}lis kind and inteUigent friend, his attention was iITe­
sistibly attracted by the ministry of t.hose eminent men, 
the · R~v. George Whitefield, Messrs. John. and Charles 

, Wesley; and l\Ir~ Grimshaw, whose unwearied labours 
p~uced *1 most important change ··in ·the Christian 
c . :u· ch ; the effeCts of which '.not only remain, but have 

. . ' . D extending ever since that period. . That we . may 
be the better able to form an .idea of ·What they, as in· 

. • · JDents in the hand of God, ).bffeeted, -it may .not be 
·~ · 11J\I: oper to take a·· cur ory ·review .of the state of the 
'. P~ · ing ·:world: · previous . tO; their appearance on . the . 

---... .&.:. of action· . ' \' . ,, ., '. ' ".,. . . : .. 
: 1 l . . • ~ .. ' • • ·~ i 1 . .' . ' . • J ~ > 

~ . ·, ~T .· ~:mini t rs of our .· holy religion .~ bQd· ~n for· a 
"' s1tln of y~~ ~o~·clis~~~oo by. t~ir learning 
t, b tliat pnnutiv~: ~plia~y and ff oly fervour 

. ~ . . . · o-les ~ec . . .81"1 . to. a: ~a.ith ul di harg~ o~ 
t t' , .on th m. as dispen : o£ "tf{ oracl 
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of God. Avoiding every thing which they considered 
as bordering on intemperate ·zeal and enthusiasm, a 
puritanica.l, and as such obnoxious to the court party, 
their sermons became :: polished harangues on virtue, 
illustrated more freque~tly . by quotations fi~om heathen 

' ... writers than by references .to the only true standard of 
faith and practice. It is readily allowed that n1any of 
them were able defender~ of the Protestant faith, 
against · the assaults of. infidelity and the errors of the 
church . of Rome. They unde~tood . and judiciously 
stated those external ,;arguments by which the attacks 
of the avowed enemi¢s of Christianity inight be re­
pelled.· On thesei ac~ounts their writings are justly 
held in high estimatfon. They also explained and 
enforced the duties incumbent on man as a creature of 
God, and a men1ber of civil society; but their preach­
ing, in too many in~tances, degenerated into a cold 
system of morality, so that both ministers and people 
were ''at ease in Zion,' and, ·to use the language of the 
parable, the foolish and the wise virgins slumbered 
toget er. This declension ·'vas apparent both in the 
episcopal church and among the descendants of the old 
presbyterians. Moral ~essays delivered in a dull, ui1in­
t~resting manner canl!ot be likely to produce a per­
manent impression on ~the minds of the hearers. " Si 
vis me flere, dolendum: est prhnum tibi ipsi." * Where 

• We are~ere reminde~d of the answer given by a cel.cbra~ed 
actor to a mi ister, who had expressed his surprise that theatrical 
performances excited so much att~ntion and interest, though kn~wn 
to be mere 'effusions of fa'ilcy, W:hile . the truths delivered from t 

pulpit were heard :with · in~itference: "- ·We,° says he,. " xhitiit· 
fiptions as -though .· hey were .rea .iti ' while you utter re lities a 
t ough they. w~re. fic~ion ..• "· ; . 
. .. ~ 

~ 
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hi strain of pv aching prevails th · grand, the fa... . 
·ngui, hin doct ine of the g6spel are glossed ov r, 
r lightly touched upon ; its glory is obscured, and 

:it· is scarcely distinguishable from a system of mere 
h·c . It is evident that sermons of the above qe 
iiption. could not be calculated to alarm the con­

cience ; the necessi~y of an atonement was in a great 
measure kept out of sig11t, .and a kind of intertnediate 

·s em held forth, concealing the dreadful; the fatal 
disease, . and· lulling · th~ . mind · nto security under the 

~. idea· that imperfect sefvives would be accepted; and 
. that in performing tliem, as far as the frailty of human 
: nature w<>uld·permit, 'there wouHlbe rto ·doubt of their 
. e :suring the Divine favour, and ma.king their peace with 
. G\<>d! This· kind of preaching was· adapted to the taste 
~~- 0£ t~e fashionable world·; it did not run counter to the·r 
: ·,itfdu.dices· '11d' proudin,aginations ; · so that the o.ff"ence 
; oJ tile cross ceased.-W ith respect to the lower classes, · 

··' tl:ley either . could not coffiprehend what was advanced 
. I ' 

t ory if ~hey. paid any attention, their f~lings and passions 
, not interested; so . that· what they heard· passed 
:. a ay. like a ·' tale that is told.' In how many instances, 
·jallaS; ~ is this the case still, where the same. method is 
·:continued~ · both within · and. without the pale of the 

'.c~h ! · . What a c(natrast ,do we : observe in them to 
~b 

1 

· 'postoliCal l~ . .boUrs of a Whitefiekl; a. Wesley~ a Grim .. 
·,h,lf, · an~ a Ven~! W~at z~al, what steady perse­

\ . ~' d,i~t~~· men'e-v1d nceµi,promoting 'ihe all-im-
. p.o . ~ ;<>bJects ~er had i~ Vie~, 1*ing"w,illing to· spend 

_ 8 . Uor· ~b ·~ake ofrChrist' !·It is··acknowle<lged 
: ,, ~. some.- preai1ons-, . tiheir· zea1 bordered :too much 
;._ - ~shistn: that. thtrsometintes :used exp· sion . ' 

. i . 
1
• ~ were neither Justifiable nor prudent; · Of · icb. 
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theY themselves aft":.rwards with regret saw the impro­
priety; but allowance '. must be made for the times in 
which they lived, witi1 the difficulties and opposition 

~ 

they had to encounte,~ ; . ~nd the same objections are 
equally applicable to: their venerable precursors in 

~ 

calling the attention : of . mankind to personal, vital , 
Christianity-the intrf pid Luther on the Continent, 
with Latimer, Knox, and others, in our own country. 

The impression ma~ by the preaching of Whitefield 
on the mind of him Who is the subject ~f this narra­
tiv.e was indescribably great, and remained unabated to 
the close o_f life. He preserved his portrait in his study, 
and the very mention ~f his name inspired the warme.st 
emotions of grateful :ren1embrance. For natural, .un­
a~ected ~loquence, he considered him as superior to any 
person · he ev~r heardt His whole ·soul was in the 
work ; his word$ fell &om . his lips with majesty and 
power ; add he had such command over the . passions of 
his audience, that thou$.ands ·were melted into tears at 
on.ce. His voice was amaZinglypowerl'ul, so as to be heard 
~distinctly to a great distance ; it was, ·.notwithstanding, 
full of. harmony and g1~ace. It was customary with 
hiin to introduce his ·cpscourses by some striking pas- ~ . 

sage from the energet~c . Writings of · the prophets, OF 

from 1 SOJµe part of. our ·Saviour's discourses. · He ·often 
roused the .attention .of ~is audience by such expressions 
as ~· the following; ' o~. earth, .earth, earth!: hear the 
wora of the Lord· ! "-' If any -man have ears to hear, let 
him hear.' . 

·frh(! .first titne our yqung disciple saw and heard ·this 
eminen .,man of God was at·.Bradfor.d, in an open· part: , 

. of. the town, ri~a~ .the ~ater-slde. No place. of :wo:r~ hitt 
eo~ld contaiol the· coneoµrseN,of .cpeople ~ssembled on that 

I'" I , ' ' , t. • 
i 
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· · occ ·on. The text1was John'iii. 14 • . 'As Mose ' lifted 
.: ; . · the erpent • n the wilderness,' &c. J:Iis ,own Ian·, 
;: : · · age . fil. be t d.escri~ : what (his sensatjon:s were ·on 
1 : t, 8.t interesting · occasion : .. " As long as life remains, I 
-" \ hall remember· both the text and the serpion." · He 
I I .· " ) • 

'. : admired, ~e ·was astoni bed with almOst every sentence, 
· ~ ; .both in. the devotional ~xercise and·. the sermon. 
·. '. · Though be had rea4 much, and been regular in his· 

'. attendaµi~ on public ordina.nce$, yet .from ea~ly prepos-
. '. s . · ions, and ·the g~neral stnUI\ ;0£ the ~rmons he heard,; . 
· ·~· h · WL'l . far . from· having ~ clear conceptions · as to the--

. · \ 
1 

: ; nd of asitiner's ~c ptance With qod : ' he saw. men 
· 1 \ · .. ~s. walking.;' but this Apo~os, who was 'mighty in~ 

'· \th Scriptures:· eve ... by.,one sermon showed him the. 
: \' ·~ 9£ GC!Jd more rf~tl!' than .he . had ever Seen ·it 
~ I · ~ ' he;· .limp. . be ·had before . enjof ¢ . ddenlyi 

~..-.,,.., ~~~~· ~~; · .. d pspel light hoamed µpon bi .Soul,. ,. , .. r J. . 1 1 

~1!11.,.•V. ~· nt ray • · ·~h · m<ld of 4dr s ·.was ~quite 
.·-~ . i 1, a: ·. h , .. r . cen~_ w~r~ di.sci · d ·to rie · · 

~·-r- .. -~· · · C .. ·. •· d . br.ough the toD~ment .of a. uiffel'-. 
' . .free .~. pciOu ool · ation · 

~Mli'-~·~.~l:C)t.ti' .· • . ·' . ·e ·w~rd, at.~ 0 ' ·.d· . . lied .• ' 
,un1De.11e¥11Dllit.teaJrs, · d · · ."wl'11 .,do . ' bl · 
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p9se wa .'· the . Son · Of God ·manifested, that he might . 
destroy" the orks of the devil." .1'he, preacher showed 

1 what those work~ of tp.e devil were,-some evident befo e 
the ·eyes · of. man in tihe-·idolatry ·and profaneness which ~ 
prevailed iri th~ wor d ; ·others in the minds even of · 
those Who : were . niore , ·regular ; namely, ~ prejudices , 
agaill~t the: trUtli, s . lf•rig'hteousness, . &c. ; and ~e theii 
proceeded to set forth the. ·ability of Christ to destrGy 
these Works, and thei µianner in · which he effects it. 

1 •• · It appears by-the following extract from his diary that 
he had then entered· upon his sixteenth year. ~ "In the 
sbttirenth·yeat of my age, it pleased God graciously, and 
more ~ particularly than ever before,· .to work iupon my 
mind, ,and to give me a deeper .· ense 'of i my lost con~ 
di~On , bf · natuiJe. · · I thinl.C it was about the month. of 
8eptemb r, . 175.6.'~ 1 •This cOtteSpo . with the titne of' 
Mr. Whitefield's JOt;trney into .the no th, as related i·n his 
jt)Urnal, aboUt the; end · of August :.arid the . beginning of · 
Septerllber-~ 175,, wheti he Visited North&mpton, Liver- ·' · 
potl~ '<Bolton, .· ~ Man~bester, Leeds, and: B.radf ord. -· . 1 

~ .. ·· rom· this ti$e lie· began tO m~~' 8.i 010re public· pr<i 
fl · iOO .of ·relig~on,: . and connected . hims ' lf Witll~~.th~ 
• ho" ·ere ''known bf. the general .denomination .of/ Mi 

1

: 

tliOdi t ,~ a te~::at . ftr t by :no· means, exdushi-ely appPo­
priatdlt a .. at · ·: ·'nt,dn'th ·. · e · art , td the feU~ qr . · 
·ih "- e· •. f.ohO ~ . · y, , b .. t; eommOn to. an ·ti - · 
· ~ 't. i t ·elf.:.. f q iries : · petting .the ab-a •·. u 1 

t ·: jp •• • • . ••I( t . thi nov: doctrine , it ~ ; .. 

c:011..:aereaJ· _ '! ~ .· .' ~ ''.O ·pem . ,. a hotwe · . t 'c .- •· 
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~ ars and gr n . Foo · who came to mock, g n to 
pr y, and to cry· out, ." What mu t w t 

. ' . . 
aworth wa nother of the pla wh h h . - . 

ionally v· it (t. · .He . wa th r r · c iv d wit - th 
greate t cordiality by th · R v. Mr. ~rimshaw, whil · . 
th pulpit in. :many parts w r hut against t•n1; bu : 
that had little~ or no tend ncy to int rrupt hi labou · ·, : 
for, had they : b en offi r d, the churches could ·not : 
po 'bly hav contain d- the crowd that follow d him 
from all ·pa t .; : Wh n he w t worth, th Lord's · 

· upp w fr'equ tly ndmini t d, not only to th · 
tat . corrl.municant , but to hundr d from oth : 

q ·a ,. who ·· r o d thith r on th <>I mn Occ~~ 
ion , t · ·~ ·th m,. in a c 1iar n , a ·' y o 

th on of Mfin,' . h ··n many r ct ha 
b wito d in th fi, t -romul ati n of 
i ity, when th. · 't w s, in ·in nt 
' d out m>m on hi h.' · For th 
r t vi it M ·• ·Wbi fi ld' tal ts w 
dap 
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. ev. M . Venn, of Hodde ti Id. Th memory of 
e me o od ill eve be held in vener tion ; nd 
they will freque t]y ntioned in the cou of 

tb en~ ·n narrafve it may not be improper here to 
b · t tement of t e leading event in their 

·-vi .. · and of th i min· ~ terial labou . .l\Ir. Grim haw 
a4mirably uited fo the ~phere in which h 

. oved ; placed in Dlo ntainou region among people 
mar ably rough nd uncivilized, he adapted h. h • 

of life d h. ·mode of addre · to them. Like a 
....v.••·"'•, he thundere ag ·nst them the awful threat­
e. · · ngs of the law, nd e plained the ab olute 'nece • ty 

ntanc aµid •th in .o Lord ·Je Chri t.. ·He 
th m h ply fo their · ce , followed them to 
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present day, but he was an in trument of gr at gf.>od 
in his day; an industriou , ent rprizing piOneer, whO. 
was raised up to pr pare the way for oth r p r ons, wll9 
afterwards ent red .into his labours. 

1 This excellent 1nan was born at Brindle, nea.r Pres~ 
ton in Lancashire, in the year 1708. After having 
received the ruditnents of his education at Blackburn 
and Heskin, in the same county, he was ad.mitted l a , 
member of Chri t's College, Cambridge, in his eighteentl~ 
year. During hL continuance th.e1·e some early .. a11~ 
transient i~p~ssions which he had w~hen a school bor, 
began · to wear off; nor, even after he assun1ed· th~ 
clerical office, did he evidence &ny serious reg.a.rd .for 
the int ·re ts of r -ligion until ome time subsequent lb 
hi ettlement, at Todmorden, a, chapelry in the ·pari · h.; Qf 
Jtochdal . <>' far · was · he from · reproving the vi ; , 
and inful cou . · of'his heare s, that he bec~nl ;' ~ ih _. 
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in .th ye r · 173' ·it .,pJ ased God·. to bring him to~ ~ 
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that most of those which !II' had in hi-. po:--~1·-.:--.ion lwfon· 

this ti111l' were iii the legal strniu. Some 1li !lwm "ere 

presented to him Ly tlw lte\. Dr. i hrn~Lcr, \ i1 ,ff uf 
Roe hJ alr. Se\ cral early spt'l i II H' II:-- (Ir .:'\ l ! . (. ri Ill :-.l i a I'. . " 

eompositio11 ~lio\v thut he Wi.t-. a ;;·ilod ~' li1ila1, a11d liad 

a ta~h' for polite learning. partirnlasl:y tur poetry ; '1u t 

his \\!wk soul seemed, al'll'r the ch:rng·t· ali()H' rd• rn·J 

tu, to lw swallo1\ l'(l up in the ~crv iu· ol hi::i Dtvinl' 

i\lasteL 
In the month of l\Iay, 17l~. lie n ·Hwn-d tu \ I:nrnrtli, 

near Bradford, which, a-. has already lwcll rdatcd, wa:> 

the principal sphere or n n lr(' ill" hi'.) public mill i.;-;. 

trat.ions. 
The circuit which he took on ,,·eek days extcmh:J 

to many rniles from his own habitation. 1\mong 
other places he frequently ,.,,.cllt mcr the hills t.) 

Ewood, in the parish of Hali fax, where his son resided. 

lie often preached there in the lH1ru, and other out~ 

buildings. On one occ<IBion he was accompanied by 
Mr. Whitefield to this place. Intelligence of their cornNO 

ing having been announced in the neighbourhood, an 

io1men$e coucourse wat:i assen11Jled. A. te1n1>ora.ry 
booth w~ erected in a field, ueur the house. for i\IL . .. 

White:field and the other n1init\ters. Not onl v the 
field, but ihe woody land above it, covered with c~·o~·th 
cell.acted fro1n different parts. An unusunl solen1nitv 

~dal this vast multitude ; aud at the close of th:~ 
, 8efVioe the lOOUi Plfihn was JiUJlg, 1:4nd C{)nch1ded with 

ltft.: Grimshaw ta favourite dox6l()gy, · .. Praise God from 
~om all blessings flow," &(;, J ?be volun1e ,of wund 
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tnblt\ \vit hout n n y nHnn1 nwr. t t:d r "< · 1 }n L ('X('cpt l t l'· ua iru « 

&c. on ttw stmH i vv·i1wh ('UV{TS hi~~ gTan '. Tlu · 1-tt'V. J.\ lJ + 

\' enn~ und the Hev . '\Ir. Honutine ~ prt 1ad1ed funeral ser­

.nwns on th(' rn:ra~io~1 of hi"' d~Tca~e ~ the i~n·mcr in the 

(~ ·hurch-vanl at l"uddendvn ~ tlw church itsdf not fwine-.,,. ~ 

su:fiicientJy iar~·e to bold tlw cong .. r( ·g·atirn1: the lattn~ in 

lAm<lon. 'l'hey bod'\ fixed upon a text whid1 had hc~ · n 

peculiarly precious tu hin1 1 and Hf \Vhich hi-..; lifo bad 

been a bright iHustfation~ ''f o rue to live is Chr.ist., 

and to die is gain.' 
rrhough their rel~ gious st, ~ntirnents did not, in sonw 

points of doctrine, e1~actly correspond with his, they en­
tertained the highest: opinion of hin1 a~ a Christia:A, and 

as a minister.. l\1r. · ~ltonurine savs, H lJe wan the rno~t .,,. 
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laborious and indefatigable minister of Christ I ever 
knew. For the good of souls, he rejected all hopes of 
affluent fortune ; and for the love of Christ cheerfully 
underwent difficulties, dangers, and tribulation. When 
some of his friends pressed him to spare himself, he 
replied, " Let me labour now, I shall have rest by-and­
by; I cannot do enough for Christ, who has done so 
~Uch for mei." He was also no less eminent for his 

humility than for his zeal and fervour. He caught the 
malignant fever, of which he died by visiting the poor 
of his flock. I-Iis last words were, " llere goes an 

unp1~ofitable servant." 
The Rev. Mr. Venn was born at Barnes, near Rich-

mond, Surry, in the · year 1725. His father was a 
clergyman of considerable eqiinence ; and the son being 
at an early age intended f0r the same profession, he 
went through his academic .studies with great reputa­
tion, and was elected fellow of Queen's College, Cam­
bridge. Some time after his ordination he met with 
Law's ''Serious Call," which he read with great at­
tention. The effect produced 011 his mind by this 
writer's arguments in favour of a holy life, was strong 
and lasting. He eagerly perused his other publications, 
·but found in them a degree of mysticism and obscurity 
relative to some of the i~portant truths of Christianity, 
which by no means afforded him eciual satisfaction. 

. - · · Removing .from a retired situation to Clapham, near 
London,· be became acquainted with many religious 

. characters., from whose society, and from perusing the 
.writjngs, of. the Rev. Mr. Walker of Truro, he derived 

at . advantage. . .With the more enlarged views he 
ow of the gospel system, his zeal , and 1a iduity .. 
,1:re1mw.·, so that hi 1,abours, while curate of Clapham, 
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were blessed to many.f Through the interest of Lord 
Dartmouth, or of the; munificent John Thornton, Esq. 
the vicarage ~f Huddersfield was presented to Mr. 
Venn, about the year 1759.* The situation in which 

•A short time after M·r. Venn's removal to Huddersfiel4, name­
ly, July 2, 1760,' he preached a sermon at the Visitation of the Clergy 
held at Wakefield, on the p.u~y of a parish priest, from Col. iv. 17 : 
'And say to Archippus, Take ·heed to the ministry,' &c. At the re­
quest of many of the heare~·s, he published this sermon, and prefixed 
a dedication to the people of his charge at Huddersfield. The fol­
lowing passages o~cur in t'.he dedication. " It is needful for us as 
ministers to show our. people that we are no : ..at liberty to consult 
our natural inclinations, with regar~ either to pr aching or practice, 
but must do the work of God dfJigently in the way he has ap-
. pointed.-With a view ·therefor to t ach you_ what I am to do for 
· your so~ls, I have been p~ev iled upon to make this sermon public. 
Besides, I was willin.g iQ p t into your hands a testimony of t.hia 
kind, that I myself for fear !Jf being condemned by my own open 
acknowledgment may be_ excited to an increasing concern for yol.\T. 
immortal interests •. ;.But · ·as 1pll our mpst solemn engagements, like 
the zealous, protestatiQns <!f Pieter, will soon be fal Hied, ~.nless power 
is c~ntinually given us from ,bove, let me intreat your prayer:s, both 
for myself and all who . are ~rdaiue~ t'o our holy fu11ction, that we 
may find an everlasting ·&pr!hg withiu, which may make us always 
fruitful and abundant1in ~he :work ot• the Lord, that· whilst we live 
we may be serviceable to"God's glory and the good of souls: .that 
no discouragements may · make us faint, nor . our own corruptions 
prevail over us: that when our work is ~one we may ~e able to give 
up our account~ as stewards; who~with conscience and integrity have 
.1erved the great Shepherd and ·nishop of our souls~" 

Every part or'this phblication shows the principles on which Mr. 
Venn enter d upon hi. l~pours at Huddersfi~ld, w~ic~ .he publicly 
and.boldly ·deelared in t~e presence both of fri nds knd 'opponents .. 
Keeping. in rnind the grand original d sign of visffation· ermons, · ~ . 
he -considers, · 1 • . What .~ ~ ential to. ib fulfilling of the mfoi try : 
2. The obligations to l ~'iid .. always · thus em~ye : s. Th 

· incomparable. happi~essj:>f . . li e .dev.ot·. tp ·~·is. ~9f .. » •. > On e~cb of 
these hea~ be el)large wi h gr at ear' ' i ~ess, &hoi1ng, ~e infinite 
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he was n·ow placed, was in almost every respect a con­

trast to that he had left. To use the expression of a 
highly respected minister, who was not only an eye 
witness of what then passed, but was one of the happy 
subjects of the change produced, " \Vhen 1\fr. \ r enn 
came to his parish he found it, and all the country 
round, in worse than Egyptian darkness, dead in tres­
passes and sins ; yet the difficulties he had to en­
counter were so far from restraining his exertions, 
that they inspired him with renewed ardour and 
zeal. His language and address were dignified, mas-

. culine, and energetic.-He prophesied over the dry 
bone& with the solemnity of a messenger from heaven. 
His preaching was exceedingly alarming ;-hundreds, 
and I may even say thousands, flocked to hear. l\fany 
were pricked to the heart, and were constrained by the 
power of Divine grace to flee from the wrath to come: 
so great a change in a short time was perhaps never wit­
nessed in modern times. The minister laboured day 
and night, ~n season and out of season, redeeming every 
opportunity for sowing the blessed seed of the \vord 

among his hearers :-he indeed 'travailed as in bfrth to 
have Christ formed in them: It is impossible for me 

, importance oC preaching Christ, and of being instant in season and 
. out or season, to declare the whole counsel of God. He observes, 
· " The ·world well knows what ~ur holy profession requires from us, 
aocl lhe eye of Hbertinism itself can see our guilt when we do Il-Ol 

~ulfil oul' ministry." Even a Dryden could thus reproach the sloth­
ful clergy,Pl&D : 

.- '': 1'lie province ot the Soul is large enough 
, "f o iiJ1 ,up every cranny of thy time, 

-. And leave 'diee mucl1 to answer for, 
·· · l1 but one wretch is damn' ct through thy neglect." 
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while I retain my incn1ory ever to forget, and by any 

language half to express, what I have seen and felt under 

his comn1anding voice~ His exhibitions of the purity, 
spirituality , and extent of the Divine law; the exceed­
ing sinfulness of sin ; the glories of the person ; the 
boundless fulnr~s and unsearchable riches of Jesus the 

Saviour; the \Vork of the 1-loly Spirit upon the heart; 
and the methods of g~ace in perfecting the saints unto 

glory; were striking and in1pressive beyond description. 
During the space of 1nore than four years, I had the 

privilege to hear him expatiate on these and other sub­
jects \vith increasing delight. I-le \Vas the means of in-
troducing many valuaLlc clcrgy1nen into his parish and 
neighbourhood, among who1n may be n1entioned the 
late Rev. lVIr. Burnett, lVIr. Powley, l\fr. \Vilson, and l\Jr. 
Ryland, who were all successively curates in his parish, 

though most of them aftcnvards removed to other in1-
portant situations."-During Mr. v..,. enn's continuance at 

Huddersfield, he published a volume of sermons which 

he dedicated to the worthy gcntle1nen at Clapham, to 
whom he felt himself under great obligations. But the 
most popular and useful of his publications was '' 'l'he 
Complete Duty of l\;~an.'' 'rhis work greatly contri .. 
buted to the diffusion of Divine truth through every part 
of the kingdom, and, in a great measure, superseded 
the circulation of one under a similar title, inculcating 
very different doctrine, and which, as before observed, 
had formed a part of almost every library. 

Mr. Venn remained for about eleven years at Hud­
dersfield ; but his incessant labours produced such an 
effect upon his bodily health, perceptible not only to 

himself but to his friends~ that he thought it adviseable, 

when in the height of his usefulness an<l popularity, 
2 
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(though to thE' regret of tpousands), to quit the ~mpor. 
tant station for one more retired, and better smted to 
his declining years. This was in the year 1770, when 

he removed to Yelling in Huntingdonshire. 
Perhaps no parish minister was ever honoured with 

greater success than Mr. Venn, during his residence at 
Huddersfield.-He might without impropriety be term. 
ed the apostle of the extensive sphere in which he 
moved. The aged who yet survive speak of him with 
rapture ; and while they consider him as their spiritual 
father, they are waiting for the period when they hope 

1 to meet him again, as the children whom God hath 

given him. 
Mr. Venn, like his friend l\Ir. Gri1nsha\v, appeared to 

have one great object in vie'", to make men Christians; 
' to tu1~n the1n from .darkness to light, and from the 
power of Satan to God.' He was eminently distin­
guished by a catholic spirit, with respect to other de­
nominations of professing Christians. 'f he in1age of 
Christ and the spirit of Christianity were dear to hin1. 

, wherever he saw the traces of them. It i3 well kno,vn 
that by the recommendation he prefixed to the '' Reign 
of Grace," he was the means of bringing n1r. Abrahan1 
Booth, the writer of it, till then in an obscure situation, to 
public notice. After his removal to Yelling, he occasion­
ally visited his late charge; and he could not witness ·with 

> indifference the efforts they made to perpetuate the good 
~ork he had begun. and their determination to hear else­
where,when they could not do it to their satisfaction from 
the pulpit he once occupied, that blessed Gospel which 
had been the power of God to the salvation of their souls.* 
' . 

• J.1;1 ~letter still pres~ed, which he addressed to them som~ 
time after his removal, ~ he
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(; reat nun1hers of young ~persons \\'ere among the fruits 
of l\Jr. v· enn's ministry ; .. anrl of these at least thirteen, 

rnany of 'vhorn went through a course of preparatory 
~tu<lies with the llev·. l\ [r. Scott of I Icckn1ondwikc, near 

\Vakeficld, becan1c useful., and son1e of them very emi­

nent ministrr~ ., chiefly in the independent connexion­
~everal of thc1n yet snn} vc. 

l\Ir. ,.~ enn's residence and 1ninistry at Huddersfield 

,-vcre not only productive of in1portant results in a reli­

.!.?;ious point of vic"r' hut in prmnoting civilization and 

laudable exertions for the temporal welfare of the 
neighbourhood. ,-fhe -truth of Scripture has in all ages 

been verified : ' Righteousness exalteth a nation, but 
sin is a reproach to . any people.' ' Godliness is profit­
able unto all things, having pro1nisc of the life that now 
is, and of that which is to con1e.' True religion while it 
purifies the soul, elevates the mind abov·e ctegrading, }j.. 

centious indulgcncies, and directs its energies into an 
useful channel. 'To all hun1an appearance the parish 
of 1-Iuddersfield, even in a corn.n1ercial point of view, 
would never have Leen what it is, but for the spirit of 

vice and direction with the greatest caqdour and faithfulness. 
I, 

" I am mindful," he says, " every <lay of the spiritual relation 
which subsists between us. You, I have every reason to believe, 
are living members of Christ; I am the unworthy instrument who 
was sent from far to preach to you the gla<l tidings of great joy. Ne· 
ver can I forget, whilst my recollection remains, our many solemn 
meetings, when light, life, and power from God, made the place 
of his feet glorious. I am pe~sua<le<l you are still under the influ­
ence of principles truly religious. It is your high value for the 
sum and substance of the Christian faith as it has been taught you 
by us, and the efficacy of which you have experienced, which sti· 
mulates your exertions, and as such you have reason to expect the 
preience of God amongst you.'' 
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inquiry which was excited a.t .the p~l'i~d uow_ refrrred 
to :-for though our holy religwn pnnc1pally directs the 

attention to those things which are not seen and eter­
nal, it inculcates principles which are the best bond of 

civil society, and enjoins such an use ef the world, as 
will lead to every proper exertion for our own temporal 

good, and the welfare of all around us. 

THE writer of these pages has considered some ac­

count of these two distinguished characters as essen­

tially necessary to form an idea of the state of religion 

in this part of the kingdom at the period now ref erred 

to. Every inquiry which he has been able to make has 
produced increasing evidence of the success which at-

tended their own personal ·~hours, and the happy con­
sequences which flowed froffi their exertions in stirring 

up others in their respective spheres. The subject of 
this · narrative had the highest respect for lVfr. Venn, 
though on account of the distance he could not have 

many opportunities of hearing him, or of personal in­

tercourse with him. From the subsequent part of this 
account it will appear that he \vas, when he became a 
~illster, intimately connected with n1any who received 

their first religious hnpressions under Mr. 'r cnn's 
ministry . 
. - Ile ·had frequent opportunities, along with his reli­
~~-s· ._ comp~i0ns, of hearing Mr. Grimshaw at Ha· 
ll!~t~the di tance from Bradford is about ten mile : 
. :p~ 89' . long as he continued in society with the Me-
' tliOOiSttJ, Which Was abOut two years. he g~nera!Jy re~ 
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paired to I Ia worth Church on those Sabbaths when the 
Lord's supper 'vas adn1inistered. 

The t i1ne ·was n<nv approaching when he was in­
duced, by a variety of circumstances, to withdraw 

fro1n that church in which he had been brought up 
fro1n his earliest years. I-le, however, through life re­
tained a sincere veneration for it,* and was happy in 
n1aintaining a friendly and cordial correspondence with 
many of its members. There is no reason to con­
clude, either fr01n his MS. papers, or from any 
thing he suggested in conversation, that he was at 
-that early period 1nuch conversant with the con­

troversies which have agitated the Protestant church, 

respecting forins of 'vorship or modes of discipline. 
The prevailing n1otive by \vhich he appears to have 
been actuated was a desire to attend where he could 

hear those truths 'vhich "\\rcrc dearer to him than- life 
itself; his opinions on 1natters of minor importance 
were after,vards . gradually forined by a close and dili­

gent perusal of the lloly Scriptures. The decided. op­
position which Mr. · \Vhitefield and other evangelical 
ministers met with from the great body of the clergy 
must have had a tendency to weaken his early . attach­

ments. It may like·wise be remarked that, so long as 
Mr. Whitefield and Mr. \Vesley acted in concert, their 

respective followers, who \Vere united in society together, 
considered themselves still as me1nhers of the Church 

• As evidential of this,, · it will Bo doubt be recollected by manJ 
who attended his public ministry, that he was in the frequent prac­
tice of introducing in the devotional exercises and in his sermons, 
passages from the church service, which were familiarized to him 
by early associ~tions, and endeared by their own intrinsic ex~ 
eellence . 
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of England ; but some discussions having taken place re­
specting the points controverted between Calvinists and 
Arminians, both among the preachers and people, those 
who were particularly attached to J\'I r. \Vhitcfield, and em­
braced the former systen1, discontinued their connexion 
with Mr. \Vesley's societies, and, of course, were no 

· longer subject to the rules estaLlished by hi1n, which posi­
. tively enjoined an adherence to the Church of England. 

Mr. \Vesley directed a considerable part of his attention 
to the organization of his plans, so as to secure their 
permanency and extension; hut l\Ir. \Vhitefield's talents 
lay more in preaching the gospel than in making ar­
rangements for perpetuating the great work which he 
had been so wonderfully instrumental in commencing. 
' To preach Christ a11d hin1 crucified,' was his grand 

· object. Disregarding the distinctions which prevail in 
the Christian ·church, he laboured to promote a revival, 
not only in_ the establishment, but among the presbyte-
1ians in Scotlan.d and America, and among the different 
denominations in South Britain, imitating the example 
of the Apostle Paul, ' To the Jews I became a Jew; 
to them that were without law as without law; I be­
came all things to all men that I might gain some.' 

. Wherever he met with those who loved our Lord Jesus 
Christ ·in sincerity, he embraced them as brethren 
though in some respects they folloWed not with him. ' 
· Several large places under the denomination of ta­

bernacles were erected in the south of England for the 
accommodation of Mr. Whitefield's . followers, some of 
them ~nder the patronage of Lady Huntingdon, who 
e pended nearl~ the whole of her income in building 
.. ~s . o( · w~rsh1p, and the support of ministers. , Mr. 
Whitefield hims If preached in these tabernacle~ as often 
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as his other itinerant engagements permitted, and 
during his absence · they were supplied, an<l are still 
supplied, by ministers who had received episcopal 

ordination, or by popular preachers fron1 among the 

dissenters. As lVIr" \Vhitefield * "ras cut off in the 
t 

midst of his labours, the~e plans were never carried 
into effect in the rrlore <listant parts of the kingdom, 
where his occasionat ministrations had been so accept­
able and successful. lVIany who received their first re­
ligious impressions under his sern1ons 'vere as ' sheep 
without a shepherd;·' and while they retained the 
greatest veneration for him, they were led by necessity, 
as well as by conscience and duty, to connect the1n­
selves with the dissenters of different denmninations, 
among whom the sa1ne truths 'vere preached. 

That mighty in1pulse which Mr. 'Vhitefield and his 
coadjutors had given to the professing world, was the 
means of exciting a general spirit of inquiry on religious 
subjects, and of bring~ng forward to notice talents which 
might otherwise have lain dormant. Considerable num­
bers of those who were afterwards the n1ost distinguished 
pastors of dissenting , churches, dated their conversion 
from attending the ministry, or perusing the writings, of 
these apostolic me,n ; and to this revival many of those 
congregations, which ~have continued to flourish and in­
crease to the present day, owe their -rise. The mantle 
gf Elijah dropped upDn many Elishas; and a portion of 
that spirit which actuated Mr. Whitefield not only rested 
upon his immediate. followers, but, blessed be God, the 
sweet savour of it ~till remains. By this spirit the 

• Mr. W. waa born in the year 1714, and died in America in the 
year 1771. 
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Protestant church in Great Britain is distinguishell 
from the profes~ors of the same faith on the European 
continent, who have long been in a declining state. 
Notwithstanding the awful judgments with which God ' . . has lately visited· them, many, alas . yet remam m an 
awful state of stupor, 'having left their first love,' and 
lost the zeal and fervour of their ancestors. This 
spirit has been the life and soul of those missionary ex­
ertions which have so much distinguished modern 
times, and we have reason to believe that it will spread 
and prevail till that glorious period, 'when all the king­
doms of this world shall become the kingdoms of our 

God and of his Christ.' 
From the whole of this account, what powerful ar-

guments may be drawn for mutual forbearance among 
professing Christians! It is evident that, in the dispen­
sation of hL'iJ special favours, the Almighty is ' no re­
specter of persons,' or of the denominations by which 
the professors of Christianity are known among 
~en. The page of ecclesiastical history, if attentively 
read, will be an antidote to all those high pretensions 
which our vanity and self-sufficiency may lead us to in· 
dulge. It clearly shows that revivals in religion, which 
are the result of Divine influence, have not been con­
fined to any particular religious societies. They have 
sometimes commenced in one denomination, and have 
extended their most beneficial effects to others uncon­
nected with thetn. The candlestick is removed from 
one part of the church militant to another. There .has 
been in all ages, and will continue to hf:, a diversity of 
sentiments on matters of inferi<?r importance, among 
the professors ·- 9~ Christianity. This, thougQ a partial 
evil, may be an universal · good: it affords exercise for 
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Christian graces, !)articularly that ' charity which is 
the bond of perfectness.' Its tendency is to promote 
inquiry after Divint ~ruth, to humble the pride of man, 
and to check that. self-conceit which would lead us to 
say, ' We are the n;1en, and wisdon1 shall die with us.' 
There is, however, .one kind of uniformity which good 
men cannot too strenuously seek after, nan1ely, ~the 

' unity of the spirit in the bond of peace.' 'fhey arc 
all partakers of the 'sarnc heavenly calling,' speak the 
same language, have the sa1ne difficulties to encounter, 
pursue the san1e a·~jects, are supportt>d by the san1e 

promises, and animated by the smne prospects. 1--Ience 
we need not wonder, that a Leighton and a Henry, 
a Hervey and a 'Vatts, \Vere kindred souls, however 
different as to out"\\"r.ard matters, and in the eyes of 
men. 

The letter which is he1ie subjoined -1nay serve strik­
ingly to illustrate th..~se . remarks. It was written by 
the Rev. Mr. 'Vhitefjeld to the subject of this narrative. 
He Placed great valµe upoll it, on account of its in­
trinsic excellence, and as coming from one for whom 
he had so much regard. The date shows that it was 
not received till somE.! years after the events we are now 
i .. elating; but as a mpre suitable opportunity for intro­
ducing it may not ~ccur, it is hoped the reader "'-ill 
.excuse its insertion h.;re. 

I 

" DEAR SIR, " London, Sept. 1, 1766. 

" I have been so often imp~sed upon by letters from 
strangers that it is high time to be a little more cautious ; 
besides, bodily weak~ess prevents my writing as for­
merly ; but your letters seem to evidence simplicity of 
heart. If truly called to the glorious work of the mi-

n 2 

• 



nistry, of which I can be no judge at this distancr, I 

wish you much prosperity in the name of the Lord. 
The language of my soul is, ' Would to God that all the 

Lord's servants were prophets !' A clear head, ~nd an 
honest, upright, disinterested, warm heart, with a good 
elocution, and a moderate degree of learning, will 
carry you through all, and enable you to do wonders. 

"you will not fail to pray for a decayd, but, thanks be 

to God, not a disbanded soldier. Oh that the last glim­

merings of an expiring taper may be blessed to guide 

some wandering souls to Jesus Christ ! As yet ' the 

shout of a king is heard amongst us.' Whether I shall 

ever visit Yorkshire again, is only known to him ' who 
holdeth the stars in his right han<l.' ]{.ind remem­
brances to all who love the Lord J esus in sincerity. 
Brethren, pray for us. I retain my olCl name, ' Less 
than the least of all saints,' but for Jesus Christ's 

sake, 
" Yours in our comtnon Lord, 

" G. ' VHITEFIELD." 

It ·has frequently been remarked that rnany of 
those who had been · particularly attached to l\fr. 
Whitefield, afterwards joined the Independents, before 
that time comparatively a small body, though now 
so numerous and respectable. This was the plan 
which numbers at Bradford, who, for the reasons al­
ready assigned, had left Mr. Wesley'~ connexion, pro-

. posed to adopt; and with them the subject of this 
memoir unite? himself. They fr~quently went to 
Leeds on Lords days to hear the Rev.' Mr. Edwards,* of 

·* T~is valuable minister, for whose memory Mr. F. had a 
•ery sincere respect to the· latest period of life, was born at 
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\Vhitechapcl, nn<l the Rev. Mr. Whitaker, minister of 
Call Lan( .. , whose rninisterial labours were very edifying 
to them. A design was fonncd to establish an intere t 

of the same kind at Bradford, ubth on account of the 

distance fron1 Lee<ls, and for the advantage of the 
neighbourhood. A young 1nan, whose nan1e \\Vas 
Hale~, preached frequently mnong thPn1 with great ac­

ceptance. Ile live~! at that ti1ne at \Vakefield, where 
he was apprenticed io business, but was lJought off, with 
a view to his engaging in the ministry. Ile was a 

good speaker, and his education had hccn liberal. In 
1nany respects, if. the account given of him be correct, 
he bore a great re?e1nblance to the much lamented 
Spencer of Liverpool. He won their hearts, both by 
his address in the pulpit and by his general behaviour; 

and he gave them encot~ragen1ent to hope that he would 

Shrewsbury; an<l was first convinced of the great importance of 
religion by hearing lVIr. \\"'hitcficld when in Ireland. Few particu­
lars arc known of the early part of his life. For several years he 
preached among the Methodists; but having removed to Leeds in 
17 5~5, he left that body of people, an<l, with the concurrence and 
assistance of some friends, began to build a chapel. l\Ir. Whitefield, 
who was personally acquaint,ed with him, at first expressed his dis­
approbation, and in passing by gave his opinion, that IcJ1abod, 'the 
glory is departed,' would soon be written upon it. Being some time 
after informed of the success of Mr. Edward's labours in this place, 
he, with great modesty and humility, replied, " It is not the first 
time I have spoken like. a man, implying an acknowledgment of 
his own mistakes and ignorance of the ways of God. 

Mr. Edwards was a person of unaffected, warm piety; his views 
of Divine truths were clear, and his manner of explaining them 
forcible and eloquent. He died :Feb. 17, 1785, aged 71. It is 
scarcely necessary here to relate the rapid extention of that cause 
in the town of Leeds, which he was the honoured instrument in 
establishing. ' Zion· has indeed here lengthened her cords and 
strengthened her stak6s.' 

• 
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hire and the still n1ore resplendent glories displayed in 
the wonders of rede1nption and grace. 'fhe acquisition 
of l\tfr. Hervey's writings, at a tin1e when Lut few op­
portunities offered of hearing from the pulpit those 
truths which \Vhitefield and his coadjutors preached, 
must have been of incalculable value to him, in fixing 
his principles, and establishing his mind. Mr. I-Jervey 
was of a feeble constitution, and not able to ~ bear 
itinerant exertions. He lived and died in a situation 
comparatively obscure; but by his nun1erous pub­
lications he vindicated ·and elucidated those evange­
lical principles which· hClid been so widely diffused 
by means of \Vhitefield's preaching. If Whitefield was 

' . 

the Paul who planted, Hervey 'vas the Apollos who 
·watered; or to cmne do\vn to later times, if Whitefield 
wa.s the Luther, Hervey was the l\felancthon of his 
age, who1n he resembled particularly in the suavity of 
his temper and disposition. i\lr. \\Thitefield vt'as not 
allowed, even by his \Varmest .friends, to shine as a 
writer; but this deficiency, if so it 1nay be called, in one 
whose time was otherwise most usefully occupied, was 
well supplied by Mr. Hervey, whose works had at that 
period, and for many years after, a most extensive 
circulation, and. were greatly instrumental in diffusing 
the knowledge of Divine truth, and a spirit of fervent 
devotion, both among multitudes in the lower walks 
of life and in the higher circles. He was not only 
the divine, but · the gentleman, the scholar, and the 
philosopher. So exquisite was his taste for the beauties 
of creation, connected With the most exalted piety, that 
no one can read his "Meditations" with attention without 
being charmed and profited by the1n. lri his " Theron 
and ·Aspasio," .he may have confined himself too exclu-
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sively to one part of the evangelical system ; he may 
have been succeeded by theological writers who have 
treated the same subjects with more discrimination and 
caution ; and his style may in some parts be objection-
able, as being too flowery; yet surely that taste must be 
extremely fastidious which would consign them to 
neglect, on account of these venial blemishes. Similar 
objections have been made to Dr. Young's " Night 
Thoughts," a work which Hervey's recommendation 
tended to bring into notice ; but the feelings of that 
person are certainly not to . be envied who can, with 
the asperity of Zollus, dwell upon these imperfections, 
and-overlook the subli1ne passages which n1ust arrest 
the attention of every candid reader. How much these 
publications were valued by the deceased, will be evi­
d,ent from the extracts from his diary which will here­
after be given. They were his constant, his most en­
deared companions. He not only perused them dili­
gently, and transcribed such parts as particularly af­
fecte~ his mind, but he committed many passages to 
memory. 

Though the design of establishing an Independent in-
terest atBradford was relinquished, the Baptists were not 
disc()uraged from making some similar attempts ; and 
probably the· failure · of the one tended to strengthen 
the ·hands · of · the other. Several persons tesided at 
Bradford woo "rere members of the churches of that 
~no'mination ·at Haworth· . and Rawden. They in­
.Tited their: ~w .·· ntinisters and others. from more distant 

ions~ .p,attieularly the ininiSter at- Bacup; ~ Mr. 
. · Smi .· ~ ~~ · W ... nsgate, to ·preach, wh n o rtunity 
oi ~ m_.their~ houses. Mr. William Crabtree then· 
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supplied once a month ; and, after some hesitation, com­
plied with their invitation to remove and settle amongst 
them. For son1e ti n1e he preached in a hired room ; but 
the congregation increasing rapidly, a suitable place of 
worship was at length erected. A1nong other persons, 
the subject of this memoir, and a few of his friends~, went 
to hear this stranger ; and, as he relates in his diary, he 
soon began to feel a growing attachment to him : 

'' Finding his sermons upon the closest exa1nination, 
according to the light and knowledge I ·had, to be 
agreeable to the 'law and to the testimony,' after a 

· long struggle and fluctuation of mind, I resolved that 
if I could find that what is commonly termed believer's 
baptism is revealed in Scripture, as the duty of Christ's 
f<;>llow·ers, I would comply with it, and join n1yself to 
the Lord's people of _that denomination. Accordingly 
I searched the Sc~ptures, so far as I kno,v, in1partially 
and without prejudice; the result \Va~ a persuasion that 
it was my duty to ' arise and be baptized'. 

On the 29th of February, 1758, being then just 
entered on his 19th year, he dune before the society at 
Bradford, as a candidate for baptism and church fellow­
ship. Having giyen great satisfaction to those ·who 
were present, he was baptized March the 11th f ollo\v­
ing, and soon after admitted a member of the church._ 

The time of his continuance with his master (whom 
he always mentioned with respect), though not y~t ex~ 
pired, was now drawing to a close ; so that he began to 
have serious thoughts respecting his future situation in 
life. His habits, at that youthful .age, were distin­
guished by sobriety and manly steadiness ; quite oppo­
~ite to the volatility w~ich too often appears among 
young persons, even of more advanced yeru'S. Being 



.:-1 
. t 

r 
I 

i I .. 

MEMO! S 0 · 

fond o e i ·ement, nd h ·in 

comfo ble home, he fo med 
in o the m ied tate. In · 

o t e 
. 

e es1 
f 

maITia e .. , circumstance~ ma e ·all., T 

I wa a measu · ·which his f · e 

thou h be as in el ctan 
a hich he ecam 
fo a p eceden o othe , ne 

of h steps he had him elf 
horn he fixed hi choice as 

dau hte of John ~ · o , of Bi e . 
ban fi ea ol e than himself : s 

hei · acquain ance commenc , 
as a mem e of he a tis ch 

p ·o ed, in the bes sens of 
him, oth a to em a and s · · 
simplici and pi · t 
ria e ·a obse ed \Vere 

Their pasto and £ se ec 
t e occ ·on. e ave em, 

lemn e ho ation on t du ie 
tio ship quired, from e Ian 
G . . 6 : ' nd Isaac 

' ' . d 

desire~ an an 

' 

0 

n: 

,.( U . 

a d 
n 
u ( 

f ml 

l1 ~ 

af < 

es 

t a 
ill ~ 

c , ~ 

/\. 

. 
1n I 

a D 



~ct of a 

ntering 
)T late 
• case. 
. and ' 

he age 
>early 
repent 
)Il on 

eldest 
more 
when 

and 
She 

o' t ~ 0 

The 
mar-
age. 
d OD 

n, a 
rel a-
I 

lOil: 

his 
1me 

. 
1eir 

·ere 

ily, 
val 
ice 
nt. 

e -
ch 

7'' . 
J; 

JOHN FAWCETT, D. D. 

-
'vould otherwise have been appropriated to reading 
and study ; but his haLits of early rising, and catch­
ing the mon1cnts in their flight, enabled him, though 
surrounded with difficulties, to accon1plish what n1any 

fail to do, though placed in the most favourable cif • 
cumstances. Had he presaged what his future desti­
nation was to be, .it is probable he 'vould have re­
mained single, at least for sotne ti1ne longer ; but it 
does not appear from his diary, or any other papers. 
that his views were at all directed to the 1ninistry 

till some time after his n1arriage. He had no pro~­
pect but of settling in that humble, retired sphere of 
life in which Providence first placed him,-discharg­
ing the duties of a private member of a Christian so­
ciety, and cultivating intercourse with God and his 
own heart : '' the 'vorld forgetting ; Ly the 'vorld f argot." 
Along '' the coo~, sequestered vale of life ~, he passed for 
some years ; and during his remaining days expe~ted to 
pass the "noiseless tenor of hi~ way." 

The "Life of Matthew Henry,'' by Mr. Tong, was at 
that period one of his favourite books; and he through life 
perused Mr. Henry's own excellent 'vritings, particularly 
his " Exposition,'' with great pleasure and advantage. 
It is not i1nprobable that the plans Mr. Henry adopted 
for the improvement of his mind, n1ight have suggested 
to him similar expedients, and particularly keepi ig a 
diary, which he did, 'vith occasional interruptions, for 
some years. . His fondness for books 'vas such as to 
intrench considerably upon his limited income, and 
sometimes to involve him in temporary difficulties, at 
appears from the following extract in the commence­
ment of his diary. " In my ·worldly circumstances I 
a1n at present a little in debt, which I have principal!y 

6 
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occasioned by· laying out money in books." (An ac­

knowledgment which many a student has made before 

him, and for which such will b~st know how to n1ake an 
• apology.) .· 

Other. extracts fron1 the diary are here suluoined. 

" lVIarch 20, 1760.-This day I have been reviewing 

my past life. By the good hand of God upon 1ne, I 

have heen brought through n1any difficulties. I can 

reflect upon little in my conduct with satisfaction. I 

have often been disobedient, and rebelled against God. 

0 Lord! thou knowest all lny weaknesses !-Pardon 
what is past, and reme1nber not the sins and offences of 

my youth. Give me strength and grace to begin my 
life anew. · Subdue the power of sin in iny heart, and 

enable me to walk n1ore holily and more uprightly. 

" My soul now flies to thee, her trust, her treasure, 
As misers to their gold, while . others rest. 

" In the evening I spent some hours in building a wall 
· before my window, where I intend to plant a few herbs. 

While making this little improvement, I had many 
pleasing meditations concerning Christ as being the 

foundation, the corner stone, &c. My evening exercises 
·Were not performed with much animation. I had rea .. 
.son. to com~lain of dulness, which might partly be 
tlW1ng to fatigue/' 

" :Friday, March 21...-This morning I rose at half past 
.five' · attended to private and family worship; read two 
lf~ms, and a Pig or two in the '4 Night Thought ,,, 
',Vh1Ch • were a means of warminlf my affections, and 

· P rmg me fo the duti s of the day.,, 
'f Lord,s Day, March 23.~Mr., Crabtree being in­
po ' I went. to Howarth to hear Mr. Hartl y. 
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Jn the n1orning he paraphrased, in a very profitable 
nlanncr, on Roni. xii. 9-1~3: ' Let love he without 
dissi1nulation,' &c. I endeavoured to 4 take down some 
short hints of what he delivered, m d also of the ser­
mon in the afternoon, fr01n Luke i. 7 ~t, 75. After the 
public sen·ices were o ·er, I and my companion l\Ir .. 

\Villian1 Roe, 'verc 1nuch p;ratificd, and I hope edified, 

by con,·ersation "·ith ~Ir . I-Iartley. 

" lVIarch 24, 1700. JEtat is 20. - A COVENANT 

'\VJTH con.-lncon1prehensible Being! 'who searchest 
the heart, an<l tricst the reins of the children of 1nen ': 

thou know~st my sincerity,-1ny thoughts are all un­
veiled to thee : I ain surrounded by thine immensity : 
thou art a present though invisible witness of what 
I an1 now engaged in ;-I a1n ' taking hold of thy 
8trength that I may be at peace with thee.' 

" I here bind n1yself, 0 Lord, to he thine, by a 
sacred and everlasti.ng obligation ; I devote 1nyself to 

be thy servant, to perform the 'vork which thou 
assignest to me ; I renounce the glories and vanities of 
this present evil 'vorld, and choose thee as the source 
of my happiness, my supr~me felicity, and everlasting 
portion. This is my deliberate, my free and sincere 
determination,-a determination, which by thy grace, I 
will never retract. 

''Oh! thou, by 'vhose power alone I shall he able to 
stand, put thy fear in my heart that I may never 
depart from thee.-Let not the world with all its flat­

te1ies, nor death, nor hell with all its terrors, induce 

me to violate this sapred judgment. Oh ! let me n ver 
live to abandon thee, nor draw the impious hr ath that 
would deny thee . 
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'' nd now, let sun·ounding ang l · witne , ye aint · 
w'tn s, that I olcmnly d vote the pow.er and facul­
tie of my oul to th crvicc of 'od ; and hould 1 
presumptuou ly employ any of the advantag s thou 
hat given me to thy dishonour, or for ake th , let 
them testify against me, and let my own words con-

demn me. 
" JOHN FA 'VCETT. 

" Thus have I subscribed myself to be the Lord's. 
God is my :Father and Friend. Christ i my all-' uf­
ficient Saviour; and th Spirit of God will, I trust, be 

my Sanctifier . and my Comforter. 

, .. . 

" God is my all- ufficient good, 
My portion and my choice; 

In him my vn t de ires are fill'd, 
And all my powers rejoice." 

• 
Such were the solemn vows which h took upon 

him at this period ; and whatev r reason he might 
, .afterwards have to complain of his incon tancy, the 

u?sequent periods of his life show that they w re not 
vain resolves, but the result of the most· deliberate 

· ·choice and determination. 
H ~hose the Lord to be his God, and joined himself 

un!° ~m in a perpetual covenant never to be forgott n. 
ff:i' views, as a . private Christian, perfectly coincided 
with those by. which he was actuat d, when called to 
the work of .the sanctuary ; and more particularly 
. devoted as a minister to the ervice of his Divine 
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JOHN PA \VCETT, D. D. 47 

.. Friday, March ~8.-'J. his n1orning I ro c in good 
health b tween fh·e' and six. I found n1y 1nin<l at­
tracted heaven-ward~~ In private and family devotion 
I had some humblin,~s of heart, and earnestly implored 
that God would be . merciful to me, and pardon my 
iniquity. 'I'hrough .the day my mind wa~ · compo ed, 
though 11 was admonished, and not without smnc cause, 
for neglecting my business, and devoting an undue 
portion of my time to Looks. At night I read a 
little in Babbington's:-" N otcs on the Bible,'' after \vhich 

I spent some time# in private prayer, but had no 
great enlargement. ,: rfhe remainder of the evening I 
employed in perusing the "liistory of New England," 
by Cotton Mather. I ·was much interested by the ac­
count of Mr. Cotton ~and Mr. Norton. Oh th.nt I could 

learn to follow them 1 " 
" Saturday, March· 29.-I cn<leavourc<l when I rose 

to employ my thoughts on Divine subjects, hut had to 
comp1am of · levity of mind. I had some pleasure in 
my devotional exerci~es, both in retirement and in my 
f a1nily. Read Psal~ Ii. 

" In the former part of the day, when engaged in n1y 
employtnent, I was :infested by vain thought , but at 
noon was refreshed jn prayer and reading a portion of 
Scripture. At night I was not so comp sed in my 
mind as I could have wished to be." · 

" Lord's Day, March 30.-This morning I ditl not 
rise till nearly seven. , I was criminal in neg·l cting 
to fix my thoughts upon Divine subjects : I al o 
indulged in a light. and trifling frame of mind, which 
I have always found to be prejudicial. About noon 
I retired, and endeavoured to pour out my supplica­
tions before the Lord. In this work I was not al .. 
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tog th r unaffi ctecl. I had some arne t breathings 
and warm de ire for the pardon of all my offi nee , 
for a anctifi d heart, for 1tren th against sin, for a 
Divin ble sing upon me this day, for the pre enc of 
God in his ordinances, and that thi day may be a 
preparation. for the duties of following day . 

"In family worshiplfound son1e satisfaction, especially 
in singing Psalm v. 

" Long as I live I'll bless thy name, 
. My King, my God of love, 

My work and joy shall be the same 
In the bright world above. 

" Let me this day, 0 my God ' sit under thy shadow 
with great . delight, and let thy fruit be weet to my 
taste!' Make me this day 'to drink of the rivers of thy 
pleasure.' Thou art the centre of all my happiness. 
'Whom have I in heaven but thee? Whom have I 
in the earth that I desire in comparison of

1 

thee ? ' I'll 
bid adieu to all other refuges, and take sh It r in thee, 
'my shield, and my eXceeding great reward.'" 

'~Monday, March 81. 
"LOrd teach me how to watch and pray, 
, To. keep my heart both night and day, 
· 7tJ· try each motion of'the mind, 
And check the rising 'lusts I find. 

"Do,thou· my sensual heart renew, 
An4 pardon my transgression too · 

. Give strength to wal in duty' road, 
· . That na110w path. w ich l . a . to od. 

• ,l . 
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JOHN l,AWCETT, D~ D. 49 

discomposed in fami y worship. I was distressed by 
· sinful thought in the aftern~on. I am now ~rought to 
the close of this month. 0 Lord, my God, look upon 
me ; and as my d~ys and months roll on, rr1ay I increase 
in grace and usefulne s ! " 

'fhe following is supposed to have been one of his 

earliest attempts at poetry; it occurs in the diary, 
April I, 1760. 

" RETURN OF SPRING. 

" Welcome bless' d season of the year, 
My heart i glad at thy return 

April proclaims the summer near; 
Rejoice, ye swains. no longer mourn • 

" The stormy winter now is o'er, 
- The nipping frosts begin th cease; 
~wake, my he·art, adore the Power 

That forms creation as he please. 

'' He bids the northern breezes blow ; 
The. piercing wind obey, the Lord : 

His hand beatrews .the falling snow, 
And nature trembles at his word. 

" Again he rolls the seasons round; 
Once more the blooming spring appear ; 

A thousand beauties clothe the ground, 
And earth her brightest garment wears. 

" Once more my wishful eyes hall see 
Nature .put an 'her gay attire; 

T~e grassy mead,- the budding tre~ 
.I'll view with tr, port, and admi.re. 

E 
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'' Oft wakeful with the rising dawn, 
I'll watch fair Phczbu gently rise·; 

My feet shall tread the Bowery la~n, 
With inward pleasure and surprise. 

'' 111 join the songsters of the grove; 
The lark shall teach my matin song ; 

Of her I'll learn to mount above, 
And praise my God with thankful tong~. 

•' I'll .strive more' grateful thanks to pa.y; 
With all the winged tribe I'll vie ; 

' Your Lord for me took human clay, 
To live for me, for me to die.' 

" Thus my e.nraptur'd soul shall sing, 
Creating and r~deemiog grace ; 

And thus improye the chee~ul spring 
With songs of gratitude and praise. 

> " This morning I did .not rise till nearly six. After 
tny usual devotions, I . entered upon the labours of the 
day, during which I composed _the foregoing medita­
tion. At noon I was too prodigal of my time ; in the 
afternoon I was not so comfortable as in the former 
part of the day. ·In the 'e!ening hvent to the meeting; 
Mr. Crabtree wa~ ~~ere ; he~ ~alked very closely to one 
of our number, Who seelns 'to · be too much taken up 
.with the things of this. present evil world." 

· '·' Wednesday.~ · April · .2.---1 -this day composed the 
following ve,~s, t():~ 1 Siihjobied . to the f9rmer. 

• • "'° t .., 1 ~ • , , '... · - • . t · f '. . . • · 

'' The blossomsctbat ~om each.~bough ... ~ 
Shall teach·:my song·· a~ hobJer !ay.;. ~ 
~~ ~y,m ' w.a.tm deiet.ion .. gro~, 11 

And ~ . e. .··gr ; e£ul ell than they. 

;. ' 

· ~ 

" 
of hi 
ardo 
him. 

frien 

" 
my< 
de gr 
follO' 
Mr. 
vcrsl 
been 
of m 
affec 
and , 

this i 

iuy l 
both 
the 
who 
Lord 
had J 



" 
\ . 

.. ' 
'.' 

JI 

JOHN l;'AWCETT~ D.D. 

" The flowers th t deck the humble vale, 
Expanded wide by Phrebus shine; 

Their fragrance shall my sense regale, 
And teach me lessons all Divine." 

51 

'' l\Ionday, April 7·.-This evening it pleased God 
of his abundant mercy to visit my soul, to en kindle fresh 
ardour in n1y' breast, and to draw 1ny heart out after 
hin1. I found much pleasure in social converse with a 
friend from Idle, and afterwards in reading!' 

" \Vednesday, April 9.-I was enabled to go through 
my duties of a temporal and spiritual nature with some 

degree of plcasu,rc~ In the evening and part of the 
following day we were favoured with the company of 
Mr. Hartley. He lodged at our house. The con­
versation which I and my companion in life, who Aad 
been exercised with some indisposition and gloominess 
of mind, had with him, was truly edifying. I-le prayed 
affectionately ·with us_ I cannot but admire his abilities, 

and esteem his acquaintance a great privilege. 

" 0 Lord to thee I lift mine eye; 
Attend unto my humble cry; 

Let thy kind hand some gift bestow, 
And make me useful here below." 

_, Saturday, April 12.-Gracious God, look upon me 
this n1orning ; in tender mercy forgive my sins, sanctify 
iuy heart, and grant that I may be found to thy praise 
both in life and death ! We are this day refreshed .by 
the c01npany ,of some of our friends from Sheffield, 
who are come to spend the Sabbath, and partake of the 
Lord's Supper~ Two of them· lodge at our hou~e. We 
had much profitable conversation with them.'' 

E2 
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" Lord's Day, April 13.-This morning I had some 
more discourse with the two persons before men­
tioned; but did no.t find my mind impressed as I 
wished to do in my morning dev?tion.-Quicken me, 
0 Lord! · 
. " Mr. Crabtree preached A. M. from I Thess. i. 1 O : 

' And to wait for his Son from heaven.' 

"0 Lord, enable me to improve by the solemn truths 
I have heard~ so that I may double my diligence, and be 
found at thy coming ready to mee~ thee ! Prepare me 
to come to thy table, and partake of thy holy Supper. 
Pardon my unfitness for that sacred feast, and make me 
a worthy partaker of it. 

" In attending to the ordinance at the close of the 
afternoon service, my natural passions were affected, 
but, ala~ ! my heart was at too great a distance from 
CTI>d; 0 Lord help me, for Jesus' sake!" 

"Tuesday, April 15.-This day I composed some 
v~es, applicable to the present state of our church ; 
intended to be sung at our meeting to-morrow· . 
morning. 

, .. ' 
) 
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" Lord we are met to seek thy face, 
With fasting and with prayer ; 

Consider all our sad distress, 
A~d lend a gracious ear. 

'' H~t -th<)u not ~n ~ur: ~ppe and truat, 
. . O~r :8hield, and 0':1f defence ; 
When 'filt thou iiisJ us "fionl. the dUst, 

And dri~e ~ur !sorrows henc~ ·~ 
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JOHN FAWCETT, D.D. 

'' 'Tis for our sins thy face is hid, 
Thou God of truth and grace, 

Help us to search as Israel did, 
And try our hearts and ways. 

" Hast thou not promised in thy \Vord 
To hear thy children's cry? 

0 turn us to thee, glorious Lord, 
And helt> us ere we die. 

" Shall thy affiicted Zion mourn, 
And seek her God in vain ? 

Wilt thou not to thy church return, 
And. build her walls again?'' 

58 

"\Vednesday, April 16.-This morning was ap­
pointed by our little society to be kept in fasting and 
prayer, which I hope was attended to in a suitable 
manner by many ; though I felt, as to inyselt: much 

reason to lament, on account of slothfulness and indif­
ference." 

" April 30.-:-In the morning I read some accollnt 
of the life of Mr. Jo~n Draper. He was a very eminent 
Christian. He lived a life of strict holine~s, and died 

when about my : age. 0 that I may follow his steps, 
and like him live and die! 

\ 

" Another mouth is come to a close ; I have the same 
complaints to m~ke as at the beginning. I have been 
chargeable with ·many sins of the heart, and many also 

in word and action. I have made but little progress in 
the ways ~f holiness, and gained but little advantage 
over the evil propensities . of my heart. I have indeed 
formed many resolutions to walk more circumspectly, 
to be more. con~tant and fervent in the private a~d 
public exerc.ises pf religion ; _but I have failed in the 
performance1 and fallen into lukewarmness and indif-
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ference. I have been of but little use in my family, in 
the world, or in the church of God. My life has been 
one continued scene of imperfection and sin. If I had 
done all that the law of God r~quires, I should still have 

. been 'an unprofitable servant.' What then shall I say of 
myself, since I have come so very far short of its right­
eous demands in every particular? I am a sinner, but-
blessed be God for Jesus Christ. 

" 0 Lord, I confess 
To thee my distress, 

And acknowledge my folly and sin ; 
How prone I'm to stray 
From thy righteous way, 

How imperfect my actions have been." 

-The hymn of whic~ the above verse is a part was 
composed at this tinie, and was many years after in­
serted in the volume of original hymns which he pub­
lished. 

In some of the subsequent parts of the diary, which 
extends to three MS. volumes, the plan is changed. The 
µiercies received are first enumerated, among which ho­

. dily health and food convenient, as temporal blessings 
(too' often, alas ! , overlooked and undervalued) are fre­
quently :me,µtioned, and spiritual privµeges and enjoy­

·. men~s. particularly· acknowledged ; afterwards a confes-
. ~on Of sins, failings, and omissions of quty, private 
apd : more · publie, is subjoined. This . shows, iri a 
tltrilr:hf ·' ·light;· (he tenderness~ of · his conscience-as 
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JOHN FAWCETT, D. D. 55 

~' l\1ay 1, 1760.~I have been but little this day in 
prayer and meditation. 

" I have found pride and an1bition working in my 
heart. 

" I have reason to fear that I have sought my own 
praise n1ore than the glory of God in \Vriting the fore-

~ 

going verses. 
" I have been very cold in my evening devotions.'' 
" Lord's Day, M.ay 4.-0 Lord God of heaven and 

earth ! I come to thee this m
1

orning conscious of guilt-
1 desire to ackno,vledge my transgressions ;-I have 
been wasteful of my precious tin1e; have neglected to 

examine myself; .:and have been chargeable with the 
omission of many 9ther duties~ ' 0 Lord, be merciful to · 

. me a sinner ! ' 
" I have this day been hearing what 'the desire of the 

righteous' is, and, 'that . it shall be granted.'-Proverbs, 
x. 24. Let this be verified in my experience; and in 
order to this, -may my desires be always such as thou 
dost approve. Set a watch before my n1outh, and keep 
the door of my lips ! Grant that, from this tin1e, my 
mouth may be as ,:a well of life, and that a stream of 
righteousness may flow from my lips into whatsoever 
company I am ca~t, and may my conduct preach right­
eousness to all with whom I have to do. 

" Mr. Crabtree delivered his discour~e with mach 
energy and animation-but I .have still reason to com­
plain of the hardness of my heart. I must take up the 
lamentation 'My :-leanness, my leanness, woe is me! 
·How can it be that I have an interest in these ·benefits, 
and yet be SQ un~tf ected .wi~h a, sense of it ? If_ i~ be so, 
.' whr am, ~ ·-~µ~s i' . O Lord, who, searchest all hearts, 
t\lpu knowest t~at :I would not deceive ~ySelf:; .) 
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JO~N FA W.CETT, D. D. 57 

Zion. We met in the vestry a little after five in the 
morning, and contin:ued our n1eeting till nearly eight." 

An1ong the sins ~hich he often laments is the want 
of a more lively cbncern for the g·oo<l of his follow 
Ch1·istians. 

' ' 0 Lord! to thee I here confess 
t 

My foHy, sin, and wretchedness : 
0 ! may my few remaining days 
Be a 11 devoted to thy praise ! 

Thy statutes may I keep in mind, 
Thy law upon my memory bind; 
These ~ruths may every heart embrace, 
AP.d praise thee for thy richer grace." 

In these last lines the sermons which J\lr. Crabtree 
preached the Sabbath before are referred to, from I Cor. 
ix. 21 : ' Being not without law to God, but under the 
law to Christ." In . these sermons he judiciously and 
satisfactorily p·roved the obligation of Christians to re­
gard the moral law ris a rule of life. 

" May 25.-This , day six persons were added tq our 
number, five of whom came from Leeds. In the even­
ing, we established a tneeting at our ho.use~ May the 
Lord prosper our undertaking ! " 

" May 26.-My ~i~s have this day been many and 
great.-1 have to complain of wandering thoughts and 
negligence in private prayer; .µnr.easonable anger, and 
too much levity. ~,-

'f In the eVening·: I hatl much pleasure in reading 
Clarke's Bible, and was blessed with some desires after 
God and holiness." . ~ 

"Tu daj, May !lr·-1 was atfected in · n 
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ing with a friend about the distresse with which 
our church is at p~ nt oppr ed. The love of 
many ~ax th cold, and ome have aid they ·will come 
no more amongst us. Deliver me, 0 Lord, from such 
·a spirit !~May I dwell in thy house to the end of my 
:days ! And may it be my constant aim, by every means 
-in my power, to restore and confirm my lukewarm 
brethren ; and while I look upon these things as chas-

. tisements for sin, may I endeavour for myself to set 
·about a reformation.'' 

" Friday, June 13.-,Vhile engaged in the labours 
of this day, my thoughts have been employed on what 
relates to my soul and my brethren in the church of God. 

.I was much delighted in considering myself and them as 
pilgrims travelling towa1'ds the I-Ieavenly Jerusalem-
0 . that I my conduct may always show that I am 
~eeking a better country than that in which I now 
dwell!" 

f 

, " Monday. June 16.-About four in the mornir~g 
t was called up to pray with a female apparently · 
near her end-afterwards I went to visit a Christian 
friend · about three miles out of the . town, . accom­
~nied -by two of our brethren. We found him in 
• ·feeble. · state, but comfortable. . He ~poke of tlte 
goodness of God, and seems ·to have a firm faith in 
· )m . . : We all engaged in ·prayer, and committed him 
· · ' God. · Wh@ I returned home •. Lhad an opportunity 
· ; · con~ · ing with · .• Crabtree, , Mr. Hartley, and 
l\lr. _Smith. Their discourse was very pleasing and 
dify ng~ 1

• W spent some time :at Ed. Watson's, and 
rw ·· t IT · 1...-.t' F. · h' .. · . ·en . o .1ou~ ·. ir.t'· ·s. . 1 .• #. 

· ~ " .. ve~al . important subjects wer . , diScu sed . wit . 
4••'1i._,11fi. ~ s. · •· a · · y·; and· -M~ . · nlit · oncluded 
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with earnest prayer t'o (jocl. 'Vhen I an1 in the con1-
pany of thc .. e per ·ort, I am reu<ly to think I hav e 
scarcely begun to act the part of a rational creature. 
much less that of a 1Christian. 0 that I might now 
begin to live agreeahl.l' to what I pro~ ss ! " 

" Lord's Day, Jun~~ 22.-\Vhen I rose this morn .. 
. \ 

ing I found myself ·~ in better hPalth than for s01ne 

time; but was criminal in not taking the first 
, .· 

opportunity for private prayer. I found my heart 
drawn out in gra\itude at breakfast; the good 
creatures of God ·w<;!re very nourishing to my body. 
0 that my soul ~~y thus be fed with the bread 
of life, and the n 'Y wine of the heavenly kingdom, 
this day ~ After th~s· I spent R little time in medi­
tation, and then eng·aged in fnniily worship: I read 
Psalm cxlv. which 'vas very precious to me. There 
are several e;xhortati~)ns to men in g-eneral to praise God, 
and to good men in : particular.-Several encouraging 
promises are given to the latter, as 'that the Lord is 
near them,' and ' w:ill hear their prayer.' At nine I 
went into my parlour, and endeavoured to pour out my 
soul before God ; after 'vhich I \Vent to the house 
of God, weak in body, .: but pretty comfortable in mind.'' 

"June 28.-

" 0 Lord ! be~thou my strength and guide, 
And keep me ~er near thy side ; 
Restore my ~oul whene' er I stray, 
And lead m~ .in the perfect wuy; 
.Cleanse me from sin, increase my faith, 
.~nd. ~elp ~ both in life and death." . 

''Tuesday; Jun~ . 24.-This morning I was, as 
I have been for some time, amicted with a pain 
at my· stomach. .· J engaged' in my work, and w 
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had for s01ne time withdrawn from us, but was made 
sensible of his fault, and desirous to retun1. I was well 
satisfied with what he said, and told him I could em­
brace hin1 in the arms of Christia~ love, and had no hard 
thoughts of him." 

''Friday, June 27.-This morning I rose about six, 
in pretty good health ; but instead of composing tny 
thoughts, and offering unto God the first fruits of the 
day, I spent some time in a trifling manner, and a~ter­
wards found it more difficult to bring my mind to de­
votional exercises. In the afternoon, I spent one pre­
cious hour in idleness, which I found to be prejudicial 
and painful, on reflection. Oh! let not that sin have so 
lJlUCh dominion over me ~ In the evening I found myself 
weak and indisposed.'' 

" Monday, June 30. This morning I rose ~bout six, 
being faint in body,and still worse in 1nind. I found 
great backwardness to prayer and every thing that is 
good. I did indeed retire as usual, but had no spirit of 
supplication.-! fear the Lord has a controversy with me 
and that the I-Joly Spirit is grieved. About nine I 
kneeled down and prayed, and was more engaged in 
the work. I then resolved with myself to begin anew 
to seek the Lord. I thought on my ways with earnest 
desires to turn my-: feet unto his testimonies. In the 
evening I took a walk to ~Farsley ; where I had some 
Christian <;onversation with a few friends on the tempt­
tions to which youi.1g persons are exposed. It was a 
pleasing and profita~ble interview." 

" July l, 1760.~I now enter upon a new month .and 
a new half-year. ~ Lord, help me to use this portion · 
of my time in a proper manner ! 

" After attending to the usual devotions and labollrs , 
5 
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da .. , , "e in t evernn, to 1e 1 • I 
~eason o complain of un · atchfu l ncs~ and ·ande ·ino 

hou ·h s bu found n1y n1ind a little ·n · ed h,. our 

a ·'s ·aye a the clo .. c of e n eetin . ( nv 
e u n home, ' tern e ·a... 0 a~ i 0\1 r l 0 l a ' I 

een; he con equcnce of which was" fu1nily and p in1tt­
evotion ,.e bu i · e ula ly pcrfo n1 d. '~ 

-· uly .- In he afternoon tie p ·epui atio11 m et i ~· 
a held, at ~hich I attended. 1\1 ... C ,ab ee fi .: 
few wo d of e ·ho · tion. " e ca of one who ·al.· 

de i ou .. to uni e with u acrain wa con: ide · d : he had 

.. en ·ed him elf f o a con side able II bu the 

ch ch, in satisfi -d wi h hi1. cone s · ion~ , and 
pi i lie now manif sted, wa~ willin o eive hi 

Ou b .. et iren a l 1alif a · sen l te , -hie i 
ead, desirin th i disn1ission, tha hPY nii · em 

hem elv .. ~ t t ethe · unde · the asto al ca ·e of 

m;hua \ rood: their di .. ,rnission " .. a_ ·an d :- hr 
tin con inued fro1n a ou one ill .. even in th 

ni ~ · 'fhou _ ·h no Yery well eithe in dy or n1ind .. 
i a on he whole an edifyin eason o me. Af e · J 

u id home I did no proJ erly im 10ve my tim , b 
n ec ed o offe my eveuin . oblation, ill I wa inc 

abl of doin i in a ecomin manner.- 0 Lo d, 
o m ,, in· qui ., , , f o i is et'. ! " 

a d ~, JulJ .- In famil.r wor1.,hip I read · c 
.ro ·e ·b , and afte .. rard~ ·ome pas eci in He 

Li " . h , .)' " c · very iu e tin I lso w ot , 
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reading " Theron anp. A s-pasio.'' - \Ve retired to 1·e~ t a 

little before twelve, but had not slept above an hour 
when n1y partner _,,,.as; awakened out of sleep, by what 
appeared to her a real and frightful noise; I rose, 

though reluctantly af first, but I reflected that nothing 

could hurt me in the ·least without my· Father's permi ·­

sion, which idf'a enabled me to o\'·ercome n1y slav.ish 
fears.-1 thought of ~he saying of Joh, vii. 14: ' 'fhou 

searest me with drearns, and terrifiest me with visions.' 

It was some tune b~fore \\'e could sleep again ; but I 

was enabled to look · unto the Lord. hun1bly praying, 
that, whether it was real or n1erely in1nginary, it 1night 

lead us to seek after an actual state of preparation 

for that more awful tnidnight cry when the last 

trumpet shall sound !~O that we niay thf'n be found 
ready!" 

" .July 6.-1"his being the ordinance Jay, though but 

. weak and feeble in 1ny outward n1an, I t ndt\avourcd in 

the inorning, along with iny partner in lift, who was also 

indisposed, to pour out n1y supplications to the Lord~ 

Lesel1ching hitn to haye co1npassion on n1e, to heal tny 
wounded soul, an<l prepare me to cmne to his tahle with 

true brokenness of Jieart and penitential sorrow. 0 
that we may con1e · thirsting for God as the hart 
thirsteth for . the cooling brooks ! rfhe sermons to-day 

were intended as a funeral discourse, occasioned by the 
death of J. Shackleton: Psa\1n xcii. 15: ' He is my 
ock, and there is no unrighteousness in him.' 

" At noon, I had · some conversation with a brother 
respecting some rather unfavourable report as to hi 
character; but fronl his explanation, I concl.uded that · 

his conduct had been misrepre ente<l. I can truly say 
that I wa induced to speak to hin1 from lov to him, as 

t 
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well a~ for the sati faction of my own mind; but I am 
fraid what I aid was not well received. I found my 

mind bneasy on the subject in the afternoon service, 
and at the Lord's table. especially during the former 
part of the time. Towards the close I wa more com­
posed, and was enabled to look to a crucified 'aviour, 
in the exercise of faith, though not without some douhts 
intermi ed. I formed new resolution to walk in the 
wav . of God: may he give mt: stren(rthi to perform the 
vo~s I: have made !-If I remember right, this is the 
twentieth \ ime that I have sat down at the Lord'. 
table With my brethren,-perhaps I have not often to 

. join with them in this worJd at this sacred feast ; this 
may be the last opportunity. 0 that I may •drink the 

wine new in the kingdom of my Father!' 
" In the evening ·we had a n1eeting at our house, at 

hich many of. our neighbours attended: J. Ross can1c 
to our -a istancc. I read 1ny irnpe1fect notes of the 

rmons · and found my heart enlarged in prayer." 
" Jui;. 7.-Thi day the word of God was preciou to 

my oul, and· I loved it, as the P ahni t ay , for it pu­
rity: P$alm cxix. I cannot forbear reflecting upon my elf 
for being o negligent in the improving, though some­
tim painful, work of meditation. What do I lose for 

ant ·of thi ! I may well be lean and meagre in my· 
lf, ant,} o ' little u e to others, o long as I feel so re­

lu t nt to thi duty. 
In ~he evenin I met with some of my Christian 

ri d ; and at their request, went to prayer ; I wa 
rw : d pain~d in my mind with the thought th t I 

·. ~ h · .d ~d the hypocrite, and pretended to ·be more 
r . o -_ then I really wa .-0 Lo1d, search me !" 

ue d y, July 8.--Read in the morning ome of 
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the Pro\~erbs of Solon1on, and wa.~ delighted with 
many of his excellent sayiugs, Lut had not so clear an 
understan<ling of so1ne of thcn1 as I coul<l have wisheJ . 
Being indisposed to-day, it \V as with <lifi1culty I 
str ~g-g-led t hrough 0 1e \Vork I had to <lo. Jn tlie 
aftt1 rnoon I spent s~nie t ime ju the study ot gramm ~r. 

() that I may acknu)VleJU"e c;od in n1y ~ear chi ngs a f'te r 
knowledge~ '' 

0 'Vednesday, J uly 9.-'Tliis inon1i ug I ruse at !1alf­
past five, and 'vent ~o our nwrning rneeting, appointed 
to be hel<l for the revival of religion an10ng us. \re 
continued together about hvo hours, and had ~ouie 

encouraging hopes that the Lord will regard our poor 

prayers. I have again devoted a portion of my time to 
gratnmar, and other branches of science. 0 that I 1nay 

Le freed from all arnhitious ain1s, and not 8eck rny own 
praise. but the glory of God ! " 

"Friday, July IL-I .was unhappy in the morning, 
under an idea that 111y present ernployrnent contributes 
to my indisposition, and is unfavourable to my consti­

tution. Be this as it ~may, I ought to 'con1mit my way 
unto the Lord, and trust in hitn :' Psahn xxxvii. 5, 
Instead of that, I have been anxiously concerned about 
to-n1orrow, so that I an1 now filled with distress and 
unbecon1ing fears. 0 Lord, help me to look unto thee, 
and to trust in thy mercy ! l'hou didst give me my 
bring; I hope thou hast made me a partaker of thy 
grace; and therefore thou canst not but care for thy 
feeble dust, the few days he has to re1nain in this vale 

of tears. 0 Lord, give me faith to depend on thy un­
changeable promise ! · 1-Iebrews, xiii. 5 : ' Let you1~ 

conversation be \witfJout covetousn~ .. s, and be content 
F 
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with such things as you have; for he hath said, ' I will 
never leave thee nor forsake thee.',, 

" 1 .. ord's Day, July 13. -This day lVIr. Crabtree 
preached from Ephesians, iv. 26: ' Be ye angry, and 
sin not.' This discourse was very seasonable to me. 

In many things I felt condemned, and especially when 

the minister was speaking respecting being angry at 

the providence of God. I have for two or three days 
been troubled with fears respecting te1nporal things, 
which have had a very unhappy effect upon me, so as 
to harden my heart and distress my mind. I have 
found an evil lie art of unbelief, in ' departing from the 
living God.' Hebrews, iii. 12. 

" After the morning service I had an interview with 
a fijend ; and found some relief under my burthens in 
opening my mind to him. He told me that his feel­
ings h~d often been the same as mine ; and mentioned, 
for my encouragement, those p~sages in Matthew, vi. 
25, ~c. I went to prayer, and was a little better." 

""Monday, July 14.-The weather is now extremely 
bot, which occasions some degree of languor, but I am 
bettor in health than I expected to be ; thanks be to 
God.for it !-He is better to me than all my fears. l\fy 
prayer is, 

" Open my eyes, thou God of love ! 
And make me know thy mind ; 

Send thy bless'd Spirit from above, 
That I the truth may find !" 

The foDowing extract contains the first intimation to 
be f 9und in any of his papers of bis having any Views 
to the ministerial ·office. · 

" Wednesday, July · 16.-In the afternoon I met 

so 
an 

' ffi] 

. 
Wl 

WC 

'e1 
sh< 
it 
enc . 
pn 
we 

pr€ . 
sp1: 
not 
triE 
thr1 

G0i 
attt 

so~ 

cipl 
thei 

. this 
fro11 
sibl~ 

wha 
is t: 
have 
bent 
und~ 



'I will 

~rabtree 

ry, and 
to me .. 
y when 

tgry at 
w'e days 
things, 
·, so as 
I have 
om the 

~with . 
iens in 
s feel­
tioned, . 
~W, VI. 

r." 
remely 
t I am 
; be to 
;. l\iy 

ion to 
views 

[ met 

l 

~ 
1 

.TOHN FA,,~CETT, D. D. G7 

with Mr. 1-lartley, as he 'vas going to Leeds; I ha<l 
some conversation with hi1n; and he left n1e a letter, in 
answer to a question which I proposed to him respect­

ing my desire to he employed in the worl- of the 

ministry. 
" 'fhe letter contains these observations, in connection 

with smne others. 
" Without doubt, a desire to be cngag-ecl in this 

work is not only lawful,· but needful to all those who 
'enter into the Lord's vineyard.' 1 1'i1n. iii. l. ' \V c 
should bear this office. wiUingly :' I Cor~ ix. 17: but then 
it is very necessary that \Ve seriously examine what 
ends we have in vie_w. If ~re are influenced hy other 
principles than love . to c;od and love to men, and if 
we have any other end in vic\v, or at least any more 

prevailing end in vie~', than the glory of God, and the 
spiritual and eternal 'velfarc of man, our hearts are 
not right in the sight of God. The principle is best 
tried by the motives , by which it is influenced : yet, as 
through the corruption of nature, 'Ye do nothing for 
God, but some degree of self-pride and vain glory 
attends us therein ; so even in proposing or intending 
so great a \vork as this, some motions from such prin­
ciples may appear to those who will carefully examine 
their own hearts. What you have therefore to do in 

, this case is, not to see that you are entirely exempt 
from these improper· feelings, (which is scarcely pos­
sible in this present· imperfect state), hut to inquire 
what is the predominant desire of your soul, or what 
is the highest end you ha~e in view : if the motives I 
have mentioned, nam~ly, the glory of God, and the 
benefit of mankind, you may then in his strength . 
undertake the work, not doubting but. he who has. 

E' 2 \; 

.. 

... 
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called you to it will enable you to encounter and repel 

the difficulties you will have to ineet with." 
" l~riday, Jt_1ly 18.-tThe diary for this day and the 

preceding contains two b~autiful passages from Her­
vey's " :\Ieditations,'' and 1'1ilton's " Paradise Lost," 
Book \ 7III.] In the evenin~ (he subjoins), I attended 
the funeral of l\Jrs. Pickard. l\J r. CraLtree gave an 
exho tation from Rev. xiv. 13: 'Blessed are the dcau 

that die in the Lord,' &c. It was a very affecting 
season . During the solemnity, I was impressed with 
the idea that perhaps I was the next that might be 

t~ken out of our little community. My constitution is ex­
t emely weak; and, as far as I can judge, I an1 in a 
declining state. 0 that I n1ay be every moment in 
actual readiness for that great change which has now 
passed upon our deceased sister! Four or five days 
~go she was in a better state of health than I am at 
present, and now she is gone. Her body is committed 
to the dust, and her spirit : ascended to God that 
gave it." 
: " l\Jonday, July 21, four o'clock, p. m.-1 have 

j~st read over the second epistle of Timothy, which 
is an excellent form of sound words, both with respect 
~ faith and practice. I desire to attend to it with 
~pplication to myself, and endeavour to improve by 
it. 0 that I may walk in the steps of young Ti-
~othy ~ · 

·. ~' In . the evening, after family prayer, I spent some 
time with my friend, John Pratt, and found consider­
able advantage from ~eading Henry's '"Exposition" on 
the 14th chap. of Hosea, and from the conversation I 
.had with hin1.'' · 

" July CJ2·- 1 had this day . an interview with 
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i\Ir. Smith, of \Vainsg'a ,c. I opened to him the stn te of 

n1y n1ind. The ad~r ice he gave me 'vas to apply with 
diligence to the study or the Scrjptures, to attend to my 
secular employn1ent as far as 111y health would permit , 
m1d to lVait till the L9nl~, Ly his proviJencc, should sh(J\V 

ine more clearly what he would have inc do. I told 

hi1n it was my <lesi-re to take hi~ advice, iu order ~ that 

I n1ight be useful ip the work of the u1inistry ; but I 

found such a mixture of improper feelin gs of mind , and 

particularly of pride, in the thoughts of it, that I was 

afraid it could not ·Le of God : he, hov~ .. cver, still ad­

vised n1e to take that course. 0 Lord , thou kno\vest 

my weakness, the pride of 1ny heart, an<l iny utter in­

-ability for so awful a work." 

"\Vednesday,July _23·.-'fhis day 1ny 1nind has heen 

-clos~ly engaged in 1neditating upon God's \Vord., in 

which I was very c01nfortaLle, and also in n1y devo .. 

tional exercises. I felt a hun1ble sub1nission and rccon­

ciliati?n to the Lord's· will, whatever it n1ight be. My 
prayer to the Almig~1ty was, that he would qualify me 
for whatsoever he might be pleased to call me to. 

"0 Lord, I know: not what to do, Lut 'n1y eyes arc 
upon thee.' ' Thy thoughts are not as our thoughts;' 
·but, if in thy wise counsel thou hast fixed upon me to , 

be a chosen vessel to bear thy nan1e to Gentile sinners, 
I earnestly implore that thou wouldst give me a right 
spirit, and bestow Uf>On me every needful qualification 
for that most difficult and important work. If thou 

dost not call me to it,:, 0 Father, 'not my will, but thine 

be done!' Here I desire to ·rest, and beg that iny 
unruly passions may never get the ascendancy, so 

as to draw me aside' from thee and from the ·path of 
.duty." 
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' Friday, July 25.-In the forenoon I was happy in 
my mind, though but poorly in body. I had some 

sweet meditations when engaged in business. 
" In the evening we had a meeting in the vestry. I 

clelivered my thoughts on Prov. ii. 3, 4, 5 : ' If thou 
criest after knowledge,' &c. ; but was much contracted 
in my ideas, and had not freedom of utterance. I have 
learnt that utterance, as well as knowledge, is the 

gift of God: I Cor. i. 5." 
" Saturday, July 2'(.-1 was in the morning weak 

and poorly in body; but, blessed be God, not destitute 
of comfort. In reading Job i. in Clarke's Bible, I was 
much interested, and found n1uch matter for useful 
meditation. lWr. Crabtree preached a funeral sermon 

~; for Mrs. Sarah Pickard, with which I was deeply af-
. fected. The text was, Ezek. xxiv. 16 : ' Son of 
: man,' &c.'' 

. , . " ,.fuesday, July 29.-This morning I rose early; I 
. found my heart drawn towards the Lord, though still 
. poorly in body. I have an inward persuasion that the 
: Lord will at some period impart to me abilities for puh­
. lie work ; and yet I am conscious that there must be a 
. great change wrought in me, before I can be a proper 

· · person to labour in the word and doctrine. rfhe Lord 
·gave David encouragement that he would make him 

~ king. of his people Israel ; and yet how much had he 
~ to press through before he attained that honour ! Thus 
·. it was with Jo eph, and with the children of Israel ; and 
~ o I am inclined to think it may be with me. May 
. the Lord give me strength; and help me on so that I 
: may see that all things are working together for my 
: ood !'' . 

''August I. .JEtatis 21.-0 Lord God, I desire 
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this day to avouch thee for n1y only Lord and cvel'last­
ing portion. I conf~ss I have sinned and dishonoured 
thy name ; but I npw supplicate forgiveness at thy 
h~nd, through a precious Saviour's blood. According 
to thy promise, <lo . thou heal my hackslidings, and 

cleanse me from po!lution. l\ly \vholc soul and body 
I this <lay devote to thee, and subscribe with my hand 

that I am thine. ~·onah, ii. 8: ' They that obsci"ve 

lying vanities forsakt: their own mercies.' " 
) 

" Lord's Day, A14gust 10.-Rising~ early this morn-
ing, I took a walk iI)ito the fields to meditate .. I read a 
few pages in the Night Thoughts with pleasure, and, 
I trust, profit. I was also 1nuch edified Ly reading. 
"Theron and A.spasio/' Dial. xiii. Aspasio, enlarging upon 
the doctrine of original sin, explains and proves it in a 
striking manner. ·:· .l\'.lr. Crabtree,s text to-day vvas 
Psalm xxxiv. 13.'' 

" Monday, April '20, 17.61.-1 had been for so1ne 
time much indisposed, but was something better on Sa~ 
turday. Yesterday, being Lord'sDay, I went to the pub­
lic meeting, not without s01ne apprehension of taking 

cold, 'vhich I believe was the case; for in the after­
noen I felt extremely ill, and was overwhelmed witb 
sickness. 'f he .. sorr~ws, and, as I thought, the pains 
of death, nppeared _to take hold upon me. I was 
ready to conclude that n1y usele,'s life 'vas drawing 
towards .an end, and that the 1-'ord was about to cut 
me ·off in the midst of n1y .days. I had a deep sense 
of my pa t sins, whi~h are n1any and grievous. I saw 
myself deserving of the Divine displeasure, and that if 
I am ever saved,, it must be through th mercy and · 
gr.ace of Je us Christ. Many of my Christian friends 
discovered great syll)pathy with me. I could n9t £or,. 
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u '() Lord, I will praise thee ; for though thou wnst 

nngry with rne, thine a 1gcr is turned away and thou 
co1nfortest me.' " 

'' Friday, April 23.-I read this 1norning the prophe-
' . 

des of Ainos, and ha<l much satisfaction and con1fort 
in meditation; but have reason to c01nplain on accbunt 

of the pride of iny heart, and backwardness to prayer. 
Have mercy upon me, () l_,ord, according to thy loving­

kindness !'' 
" Saturday, April 24.-Being Pxtrc1nely 'veak anu 

~ickly, I was much refreshed about noon with the gornl 

creatures of God, of which I have known no 'vant. 
Blessed be the I ,ord for this mercy ! Thou hast re­
men1 bered thy word unto thy servant, upon \vhich 
tho-u didst cause 1ne to hope : ' 'rhey that seek the Lord 
r-;hall want no good thing.' 

" In the afternoon I thought I had not sufficiently 
felt and lamented the discouraging situation of our 
society. () I ,ord, I confess my sin to thee; for though 

thy hand has been lifted up, I have not seen nor con­
siderr<l it so as to ·grieve, as I ought to have done, for 
the afflictions of our .church.'' 

" April 25, Lord's Day.-The sermon this morning 
fron1 Psalm xc. 12, was peculiarly adapted to my case, 
nnd deeply affected my inind. Grant, 0 Lord, that it 
may have a lasting effect, that hereafter I may ' truly 
apply my heart unt~ wisdom.' 

" Cleanse me, 0 Lord, from all my sin, 
And purify my soul within; 
That I may now begin anew 
The. paths of wisdom to pursue !" 

f' Lord~ Day, June-14 • ....-Tbis day we were prevented 
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sitting down at the Lord's table by our pastor's indispo­
sition. If the Lord should take him from us by this 
affliction, what a stroke would it be! During the pub. 
lie service, I had reason to complain of wandering 
thoughts. The text was, ' A wise son heareth his 
father's instruction.' To hear instruction includes in 
it an earnest desire to profit by what we hear; diligent 
attention to it, and a desire to reduce it to practice. 

, Blessed are they that hear th~ word of God so as to 

keep it!'' 
" June 1.5.-The Lord supplies my wants, and fills 

my heart with joy and gladness. There is, indeed, every 
prospect of plenty. We have reason to apply to our 
present circumstances, Psalm lxv. verse 9, to the end. For 
beauty of comparison and har1nony, as well as grandem" 
of expression, it is inimitable." 

'' Tuesday, June 16.-I have. been this day deficient 
in the work of solemn prayer. It ought to be perfonned 
frequently ; by occasional ejaculatrons, and at stated 
and appointed seasons. It should be attended to with 
fervency and earnestness in faith, humility, and 'vith 
watchfulness: agreeably to the Divine direction, ' Con­
tinue in prayer, and watch in the sa1ne.'" 

" June 18.-In the afternoon I was present at the 
funeral of a child. IVIr . . Crabtree, being a little reco. 

. vered, spoke something very, suitable to the occasion 
, . from Mark vii. 37 : ' He hath done all ·things well.' He 

first ·showed, that whatever God does must, from his 
_ nature and character~ be ··right in itself; and then in­
stanced, in several particulars, some of the Divine dis­

. pensations towards us; in which we are brought to s.ee, 
·: however contrary they inay be to carnal reason that 

' h• Lord ' · · e.,· ··,· .. hath done well~ · One · instance · I remember 
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was this, ' It is ·well done of the Lord w·hcn he denies 

us s01ne things that \Ve passionately breathe for.' I 
think I have had soµle experience of this, and I wish 
I may often keep it h1 mind.' ' 

H Lord's Day, Ju1~1e 25.-0ur dear pastor bein~ re­

covered, I ha ,~ e this ~ay had the privilege to hear him, 

mHl to sit de \» i l with my brethren at the Lord's table. 
I hc.n·e b(_·(_ ·u entertained at that ' feast of fat things 
lV hich the Lord hatl~ prepared in his holy mountain :' 
Ps. xxv. 6. In this mountain his hand shall rest, 
nan1ely, the hand or his power to protect and preserve 
us, and his goodne~s to provide for us. The Lord 
blessed the provi.sion ~ of his table to ine. I was led to 
see more of my unworthiness, so that I could esteem 
any one of my brethren better than myself. ' 0 Lord, 
hold thou me up, and I shall be safe!''' 

" Monday, June -29.~ This morning I lost some 
precious time in sleep. 

" Dull sleep, alas ! confines my powers, 
And robs me of my morning hours; 
The saints of old, before 'twas day, 
V'l ould often meditate and pray : 
Assist me, Lord ? like them to rise, 
And pay my morning sacrifice. 

" In the holy exercise. of meditation, I have this day 
found great delight. .- I hope I can say as David did, 

Ps.cxix.103: 'How s~eet are thy words unto 1ny taste, 
yea, s\veeter than honey to my mouth.' The company 
of religious friends also afforded 1ne much satisfaction. 
I · am happy in possessing many companions who fear 
God and keep his precepts. But a particular detail of 
all God's benefits towards me in providence and grac~ 
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I have fitlkn 1nany tim~s. \Vhcn I went to hear, my 
n1ind was in a drowsy state ; but I trust the Lord 

blessed what I heard to .revive rnc a little. lVIay my 
cJnduct for time to come show that this is really the 
case ! .,, 

" Tuesday, July 21.-1 have been deeply affected in 

ronsidcring rnysclf as a creature possessed of an im-

1nortal soul that 1nust e:;jst for ever, either in happiness 

or misery. May I be diligent in 'making my calling and 
election sure,' and soli~itous every day to inake some 

advances in knowledge .and holiness!" 

" July 25.-I have spent the greatest part of my 
vacant time this week .in reading the seventh volu1ne of 

the Spectator ; it is a very inget1ious \\''"Ork, though it 
does ·not contain much Scriptural divinity. The authors 

have' sought out and set in order' (as the wise man says) 
many excellent moral inst... uctions. 

'' I \Vas n1uch afft)cted this day in conversing with my 
brother in the ties of nature, and no less so in the bonds 

of Christian love. I have some hope that my youngest 

~ister is also begun to Le serious. ~ ' 

" Lord's Dav, Oct. 11.....-1~his dav some of our dear . . . ~ 

friends from Rawdon can1e to worship with us. At 

sight of them 1ny soul \Vas n1uch revived, and my heart 

warmed. My delight is in the saints that are in the 
earth, for they truly are excellent.~ Is.pent the evening 
with them in religious , conversation. Christian society 

is one of the greatest pr.vileges I enjoy from the . hand 
of God; but who can recount all his mercies? 

" 0 for a heart to praise his name 
\Vho ·such kind favour shows ! " 

" Oct. 16.-' Merey and goodness have follow.ed me~ 
5 
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this day, as well as all other days. Of all persons, I 
have surelv reason to say, ' The Lord is merciful and 

gracious, siow to anger, and plenteous in mercy.' When 
I think of my daily conduct on t~e one hand, and of 
the goodness and tender mercy of God on the other, 
I am lost in wonder and surprise. It is with great 
propriety that we are called' vessels of mercy' in whom 
the Lord makes known the 'riches of his , glory :·' Rom. 
·ix. 23. Upon such a reflection as this, \vho can forbear 
crying out with the excellent Mr. Hervey, who once, 
like us, did but drink of the streams of this mercy, but 
is now solacing himself at the fountain head, ' 0 good­
ness infinite ! goodness immense, and love that passeth 
knowledge,' &c." 

" Wednesday, Oct. 21.-This morning I had reason 
to complain of hardness of heart, and to lament an ab­
sent God; but I was enabled to look again towards his 
boly temple. I s~e great need of Divine strength to 
preserve me from falling into those nets and snares 
~hich I 1neet with by the way. Alas! how prone am 
I t? be led away by the corrupt inclinations of my 
own vicious heart ! Lead thou me, 0 God, by thy 
Spirit, and let me not wander from thy command­
ments!" 

" Nove1nber, 1761.-1 now make a fresh dedication 
~f 1?Yself to the Lord, to serve him in the work of the 
~inistry, if it be his will to engage me and furnish me 
~~th. qualificatio~s for it. I have for a considerable 
time found my heai.'t inclined to serve the Lord under 
this character; but have questioned much with myself, 
w~ether such a deSire ·in so mean and unworthy a per­
son as I am ~e lawful, and whether I ought to labour 
a!\~r ,~he at~amm.ent of those gifts which are necessary 
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to one employed in that ~reat \vork; but of late I have 
been in s01ne n1casu~~c satisfied as to these two things, 
and have devoted th~ little time I can spare to reading 
and n1cditation, crying after 'visdmn, and lifting up my 
voice for understanding", ' seeking for her as silver, and 
~earching for her as for hid treasure.' I have been, 
mnong other things, studying the languages in w}\ich 
the Holy Scriptures_- " rere originally ·written. I have 

been taught, nccor~ii1g to the Greek proverb, that 
' there is nothing hupossiLlc to industry,' especially 
when it is attended by the blessing of I-leaven, which 
is what l desire to :seek at all times. r.fhe Lord has 

favoured me with three things \vhich afford me n1atter 
of encouragement :--a good degree of bodily health ; 
more leisure than usu~l ; and the choice of necessary 
hooks.'' 

" Lord's Day, Jan. 17, 1762.-}Jy birth day. 

" Once more rve lived to sec the day 
"?hen first I drew thi~ mortal breath; 

Another year has roll'cl away, 
And yet rm saved from threatening death . 

"' Great God, into my heart convey 
Thy grace· which can my soul renew; 

Now take my loads of guilt away, 
Now make me yield obedience new. 

" A fruitless branch I long have been, 
0 purge me how, and make me thrive, 

That I may flourish fresh and green 
The days ~hich yet I have to live !" 

" Feb. 10.-1 think the Lord. has been bringing me 
lately to a more hu~bJe, lowly frani-e of spirit. I some-

-... 
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time fear I have been presumptuou · in aspiring after 

thing for which I am not at all fit." 
" larch 28.-By desire of a f w friend , I addre sed 

tho e ho were present at a meeting _at Little Horton, 

from Rom. xiii. 11. I had some <legree of freedom and 
co rage. 'everal persons expr ssed their satisfaction in 

hat they hear~'' 
" Julv 7.-This dav the Lord has caused a refresh-

~ ~ 

ing sho\ er to water the earth, after about ten weeks' 
drought; I found my heart filled with gratitude for so 
great a mercy. The bloody sword has cut off multi­

tude. , and ' ·e have been threatened with a scarcity of 
1m> i ions; but few have seen in these dispensations the 

hand of God lifted up. Oh! that Divine goodness n1ay 
shame us out of om· ingratitude and forgetfulness, and 

lead us to repentance." 
, " Sept. 5.-'\'" e had a n1eeting at Little Horton at 

six in the evening. I attempted to speak a little from 
P . iv. 3. Before I entered upon the work I was dark 
and confused, but had more liberty than I expected." 

" ept. 6.-In reading Henry' life, and an account 
of two other eminent saint , I felt quite conden1ned. 
I am ready to think I have yet to begin to live to God's 

glory. () Lord, quicken me, and grant that I may not 
~ lothful, but ' a follo er of them ho do now through 
£ th and patience inherit the promis !', 

" pt. 8.-To my great jQy, I ha e this day pro-
c a neat H bre ib e ; hi acquisition h stin1u-
lated m t gre dill my tudie .,, 
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ln particular n1y c<m¥ciencc accuses rne nf much dcad-

11e~s , coldrH\ss, and hypocri sy, in 1ny rdig-ious <luties. 

O that the fire of. aftli~tion niay be the n1eans of en- · 
kindling the flmne of' devotion ~ '' 

h . -4 --... - L-- - · - --

Perhaps it 1nay uppear to s0111e, and especially to 

such 'vlwsc views Wl~re not cuugcuial with those uf the 

<leceasc<l, that the preceding extracts are too copious ; 

au<l it may be further oluected, that there is 110 parti­
cular display of talent in the1n ; Lut it 1nust add to 
their i1nportancc, as constituting part uf a biographical 

account, when we cun siJer that here we have the 

genuine, undisguised fodiugs uf the niind, unLiassed Ly 

external influcn cc.-~To those, therefore, for whose use 

this work is principally iuteude<l, they cannot iail to he 

interesting. 'fhe 1na~n of (;od here ~peaks for hi1nself ~ 

we are admitted into the inn1ost recesses of the soul ; 

we see hi~ ''hold on heaven," while 

" He bids earth rol'1, nor feels her i<lle whirl.'' 

'I'he true characte1: is developed without any of those 
glosses which conjec~ure 1night cast upon it. \Ve see, 

as it were, in e111bryo, those views which after·wards ex­

panded in his own mind, and diffused their happy in. 

fluence through the c:ir~le in which he 111oved. It is evi­
dent from these extracts that in a private and hun1ble 
situation, when he h~d no prospect of entering upon the 
ministry, religion was the principal busine ,s of hi lif4 , 
and would have been o, had he ncv r ( ngag .d in that 

work. It wa th ~frowing influ nc of Divin truth 
upon his own mind that excited th w'i h ·to pro I itn to . 

{" 
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oth r ' th un r ,h bl ri 'h of Chri t.' \Vhat he 
h by h p y p ri n n and t ·tc<l of the W ur<l of 
lifi h l ng d to d cl r to oth 1 • Wh n the du ·ing 
p rt of thi diary w writt ·n, h wa on the ,v of 
comm n ing cour e of public labour. , which cunti­
nu d with little int rrupti n, and in rca ing activity, for 
m r than fifty y ar ~ ; and it is edify iug to uL ·crve the 

pr of hi mind;._bright, ncoura ·ing glimp s of 
hop , oon ucc d d by gloomin and pond ncy . 
Amid t many indi tion of th · mod ty of hi chara ter, 
not wishing to pu h him If on the . cen of ction, yet 
willin to go if called upon, w n1 ct with n1any 

pr ion o a soul gra ping after higher attainn1ent 
and xtend d u fuln , at som period which faith and 
hop alon could r aliz . 

'The hidd n life of a Christian' L here . t forth unto 
u , diffe nt in almo t v ry r p ct from what the 

orld c n cone iv . i hop and fc r , hi joy and 
r ows, ar p cull r to him elf. H find a perpetual 

truggl b tw n holin s~ and sin ; b tween carnal and 
piritual affi ctions,-and this keeps the mind in constant 

e erci . A a ' tranger and pilgriin on the earth,' he 
is often in 'h avin through manifold temptations ; ' 
y t, mid t all,.he d rlv con olation from the stability 
o t Divine prom· . and the pro p ct b fore him.-
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fervent in spirit, aspj,ring after cl vatr<l pi ty, di . a­
tisfi ·d with pr sCnt attainments, and yet maintaining a 
humble n e of inability to perform that which is good, 
without ])ivine as ·,isto

1
nc . 'fhu :! it wa8 with the great 

Apostle Paul; for while n some occasions we find hiin 
~aying, ' Not as th?ugh I had already attained, either 
were already perfect; Lut I pre ~ towards the mark for 

\ 

th\ prize of 1ny high c~
9

nlling:' on othl:rs he acknowledges 
himself insufficient for ' every good work ~' ' \Vhcn I am 
weak, then am I strong.' Such feelings and sentiment 
have formed a leading trait in the characters of the 
1nost emin nt saints in all age~. "fhis holy zeal often 
show it elf in those short, yet emphatic ejaculations, 
which we ~o oft n mc~t with in Sacred \V rit. particularly 
in the P nhns of David, the writings of the prophets, 
and in many parts of the New 1~estam nt. I-low much 
i comprehend d in ~uch sentences aS these : ' Quic;ken 
me, 0 Lord, according to thy wor<l ! ' 'Hold thou n1e up, 
an<l I shall be safe ! ~ . 'f hc sententious, earnest peti­
tions of the poor pllblican ; of the blind man who fol­
lowed Christ; of the thief upon the cross; and the 
language of the Philippian jailor, might here be re­
ferred to, with other£! which frequently occur in the pre­
ceding extracts. We h ve in them the experience of 
one who was .following hRrd after God, whose great 
objectS were to nj.oy communion with hi1n, and to 
gain a proper knowledg and goverr1ment of his own 
h art. 

\V see here al o what improvem nt an obse1·vant 
mind may make of the common incident of lifef whe­
ther prosperous or a~lver e : like the bee sucking honey 
from every opening flower, and in a co.nfin d phere 

G2 
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hich th r is ind ·d. a tron av r ion in th · hnn1nn 
h art) th mind turn ~nwnrd; an<l 'vh'tt oth ·wi . 
w uld b m r . pccJ1lation L approprinted liy th s ml., 
and b in it ri hest fl o ' a du · pPrforrnanr' of 
th important duti ir · ment s . 1 s intli ~p nsaf1Jy 
n c . nry. The g·Ii~l of th world, th busy s · ·ne · 
and g i 'ti , ~ of lif , fas i at and <l )lud the mind; but 
wh .n th ~ objcct.s nre , ithdrnwn, and while ·wal '" in · 
through th sil0nt nnrl. olitary valley of Jnnniliation, 
contemplation has her fill; trouhlcs and r licfa, inward 
joy and d pondcn )ics, are exp ri nco<l, which 'a strun .. 
g r int rm dell th not with.' 

'1 h re hnv' h ' n .in ny int rval~ in th lh-- of tho~ e 
who have aft :\rwur<l~ disfinguished th . msclves, of which 
Jittl is h1own. Superfi 'ial oh ( rver~ may I ok upon 
thei;e part f th ire. ist nee a: mer blanh ; wherca 
th ~Y might he, and in n l pr h hility were, , ential to 
th fort ntion of the·mnn, a. he ft rwal'ds appe re· to 
th world. TJ1c hlo. som wa thrn I 11d<lin"'·, f om whi h 
th fruit ,. · a~ i ltc 'W u.i'·d s to l r 1ct d ; th . ~ d. wcr then 

wi 1g · n h ginn~ng· to v · · tnt , whi ·h ft · rwar 
r w up t full rnaturity.:. 

~a r uri> ·it in jl. r. d tt t inq ir h w 
J 1 t hi tirn , h il : n · > il , f hr f( 1 ty Ion " y l · r~ ,• i th · 

J nd .Mid· n ; t . n g · t di tm c fr rn h p pk 
1 u h cd . (~ hL· pre~~ ~n , nd wh d l'v r , r 
ft 1 wa1 · " h ._. · 'ro " n y ,, f 

d l'~ l h i ~d tnu t app .r sing'tiln, I in 
rd u t ti n w l i h h t: 

1Y.--b t ht t 
n oui· h ugl t , or ·. hi . ay 

A th th r adv t g 
d 'v d r 1 thi .1 .n ·at of il , on r t-
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est undouhtPcHy ·w·as, its tendency to \i··c~a n hi f 
courtly attach men ts~. and to prnmott · the di it inn nf 
\\rhich \Ve are now speaking-~ Jndeed 

portance is a conten1plative mindt! in fin-rnin 
Christian characteJ\ that \:\'ith< it 
te.n-1al advnnt rures ''rill hf1 of litt le av ~ and in thfk 

{ J 

exercise of it 1nany, though surrounded ,-\·i th di .. 

culties, have attained to the highPst ·PX CP in t 
Cl • t l 40 f" r1·'\h· ., ., "' · 1nstlan J e .. -~ . .. us lt is that nwr{:i. ti 
principles of action are acquired ; th(' rni 

liable to be carried ahout with 'cve1~y w@ 

a.s is the case with the superficial 
J, 

truths of Christianity become the life 
the soul. 

These general observations '\Vere striking-ly C'Xcmpli­
fied in the suhject of these pages ~ '\V h · ffWn L it i~ 
to be feared, attempt to teach others what thf'y know 
but imperfectly, either in theory or from experienct>, hi~ 
Divine Master, by a course of discipline, often sen·re 
but saluta:ry, taught him out of his law. By remain. 
ing for some time in retirement as a prfrate Christian 

he was enabled to enter more into the vie''rs and fr·el­
ings of Christiai;as in common, and to speak a ' word in 
season to him that was weru*'y ;. to conrfort the feeble~ 
minded; to support the weak ; ' and to administer con. 
solation to the · , ting IOU! • 

. He wu t ha tual practice of noticing in a par-

,.,..,,Y,·llii!lli,,/A;Q' .. · .~ only the yearly and monthlv, hut 

~ . 'IY_ . · '. se Gf time :-.• this is of •gr:~. - ~ eat in1p" orta~cc to 
·the i r<1tement ·or it. He wh~ in examininP' the n . .. . .. . b 

· ~DB of the fty, seriously inquiring what report 
. ·e ~ tu heaven ; ' comparing time past with 
Bil~ ••~ be Jet to eome, and lamenting his put fol. 

t . .... , { \ '\' , ; l ~ 
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lies~ is led to exclain1, with hitter regTet, " I havP lo~t a 
day; '' n1ust feel hi ~ en,Prhies called into exercise, and in­
creasing- desires that his rnind n1ay not be harassed hy 
the same painful scn~ations.-'J'lw " k1wll of his depart­

ing- hours" will rouse him to exertion, and "urnrnon him 
with renewed d ilig-ence to 'work while it is called to-day,' 
knowing that' the ni~-~ht comtth when no rnan can work.' 
In thi!5 respect. such a record of passing events, as is 

contained in a diary, hccornes of inestirnal>le value to the 

writer. In revi~ing it, he i11 sorne sort 1neasures back 
his way~ and while he retraces hi:i past 1'.>0tsteps, and 
review·s his errors and deliverances, his purposes and 

resolutions for holiness arc confirrncd. 'l'he I 19th 
Psalm, perhaps the n1ost ancient and beautiful model 
of this kind, afford:-; an adrnirabk illustration. After 
recounting his backsliding~, and the instances of restor­
ing mercy, the Psaln1ist exclairns, ' () that n1y ways 
were directed to keep thy statutes!'' 'Ihen shall I not be 
ashamed when I have.respect to all thy con1mandtnents.' 

His habits of early rising were still continued, and 
he appeared dissatisfied with himself if every portion of 
his tin1e was not spent in some useful en1ploy. The 
dawn of the mon1ing~ wm~ occupied in meditation and 
prayer, being the season least exposed to interruption, 
and the leisure he was able to secure during the rest of 
the day was prind.ipally devoted to reading.---For 
poetry and many branches of polite learning he had a 
taste from his earliest years.-1-le did not confine him. 
self to any particular class of books ; he endeavoured 
to store ·his mind ·" .. th general knowledge ; yet the 
BIBLB, and th~ bOoks which were subsidiary tO the 
Audy of it, -engaged hia principal attention, and consti­
tuted the molt essential part Of his daily reading. The 

." 
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pocket Bible which, when first acquired, he considered 
.as ,the greatest treasure he ever posssessed, never after • . 

Wa d~ sunk in his estimation ; it was his vade-mecum, · 
an~ t~e foundation was then laid for that extensive 
acquaintance with the Holy Scriptures which distin­
guished his future life. Like Timothy ' he had known 
the Scriptures from -a child,' and he considered the study 
Qf them as the 1nost effectual means of being made 'wise 

~nto sahtation, through faith which is in Christ Jesus.' 
\Vben en1ployed in his manual labour, he was generally 
surrounded with h~s books, on which he glanced when 
~pportunity offered; and having pens and paper by him, 
Put down hastily, sometimes in prose, and at others in 
verse, ·such thoughts as occurred from reading or re­
flection . . 

~ But perhaps in ·no respect Was this period of his 
life mqre distinguished than by the observance of the 
Sabh;;tth and the public ordinances of God's house. He 

· r~joiced on the return of the day, not merely as a pe., 

riod of rest, hut mm;e .especially as ' one of the days 
Qf the Son of Man/ . On this subject he entered into the 
f~elings of the . Psalmist David as expressed in Psalm 

. / 

euiio . and many · other parts of his writings Those . 
s~bbaths on .which the Lord's Supper was administered 
·· , ·. particularly noticed · b ·him.· He had a high 
,al e . f?r this. ordinance, . nd . kept an account of the 
· r of. tim ·he had the ptj.vil ge of attending to it ... 

ho ed the gri te t ;sor cit ~ to .have his mind pre-. 
... - .. .,,.,-.. :· for ~e ·m.· o£ the sane .ue.ry; and that in public, 

:w ll»as in · ·, t~ 1ii ~ heart , ·· ht b.e. with God.--. 
·n . · qUentl~plropped in. · diary evidellce. th 

~'"°"~ .. • • d ~th ' · · ne anil, f~I). the .. engraft d: 
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traces of a captious, censorious, fastidious spirit, under­

valuing the abilities, or di~satisfied with the qualification .. 
of the preacher, but often, very often self-abasing expres­
sions, on account of the n1isin1provement of privileges 
so great, and references to particular parts of the ser .. 

mons, with self-application, endeavouring to derive f~om 
the1n instruction and consolation as the case required. 
He 1nanifested all t'he 'simplicity of a babe in Christ, 

desiring the 'sincere rriilk of the word,' or, like Mary, 
he humbly sat at the feet of Jesus, to hear his Word. 

.The MS. volumes. \vhich he left behind him contain, 
besides a diary, the outlines of many sermons preached 
by his highly estce111ed pastor, l\fr. Crabtree, lVIr. Smith 
of \\T ainsg-ate, l\Ir. Wood, then of Halifax, Mr. Nuttall 

of Goodsha'v Chapel, Mr. Oulton of llawden, and 1\t1r. 
Hartley of l-Ia\vorth ·;-some on public occasions~ 

others when they paid friendly visits to Bradford, 
and officiated for Mr. Crabtree. rrhese sermons he fre­
quently refers to in his -. diary, and points pa:rticularly to 
those parts which struc;k him most forcibly in the deli­
v~ry. · He often reaq the1n in the private meeting, and 
enlarged upon them, after the example of his early friend. 
Mr. Swain:-this must have been a great means . of 
overcoming . his. natural ·timidity, and of initiating him in 

the composition of serrnons. No doubt the discourses 
which he took so n1uc~1 paJns in writing at the ti1ne of 
delivery, or afterwards from recollection, were such as 
particularly impressed ihis n1ind ; and ther are valuable, 
not only on account -Of the excellence of the 1natter, 
but as specimens of the mode of preaching which then 
prev~iled. They were many of the1n evidently the re .. 
sult of close study. ' Like the .old Puritan divines, th . 
ministers sometimes . 4welt . pn the same text from -SahJ 
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b~th to Sabbath. The numerous divisions and subdivi. 
·on , app ar to a modern taste, dry and unnecessarily 

diffuse. Mu h ti 1e was taken up in con ·idering the 
ubject in all its different bearings: many negative 

particulars are dwelt upon, in s01ne instance far­
·=letched before the obvious and direct 1neaning of the 
; . ' ' 

p s age is discussed. In treating upon personal and re-
lative duties, the n1ost minute directions are given, con .. 
cerning dress, deportment, and civil transactions. 'rhis 
,tas often carried so far as to betray narrow and con­
tracted views~ The ser1nous contained in this collec­
tion preached by Mr. Smith are almost entirely prac. 
tical. T ere are several valuable funeral sermons, and 
others on doctrinal and practical ~uhjects, by Mr. Crab-

. tree; .but he evidently placed peculiar value on those 
~livered by Mr. Hartley, which are by far the most 
nUmerous. For his talents and character he retained. 
from the first of his acquaintance, the most sincere re-
pect :-he consulted him as a friend in cases of diffi­
:·t1ty ; and so far as an ·idea may be formed from what 
~mains of his writings, there was a striking similarity 
· i · their views~ on most religious subjeets. 

1 Thi excellent man was horn in the mollth of March, 
1·7 2: he gav eady proofs of good natural abilities ; but 
. : · p ents w;ere poor, he had not many advaDtages of 
· ;d , atio • ~ ·:· n -the year 17 44, he began to have serious 
., p io , . and .· · ' for .ome . time a , hearer of the 

1 ·, Mr. 1G ·. w : of Haworth : he afterwards at-
de t . ~mini tey of.~ Mr .. ~mith,. and b came a mem· 

: ·.of t . e•c9u h ., W in ga . Ju git\ and grace 
; · . · o lo · oonee e~. · Abqut the jyear 17 48, he 
.. ., ·a • · h.. • • · · ~~ · · ., m . nal. talent .to the s ' !tis ·~ c-
~. . . . 
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ing the c 1tirch at I n~· orth, nnd \Vas ordained ov r it 
June 12, 17:j2. 1-Ie st udied the !Joly" criptures with 
unw aried diligence, and was ad1nirahly ' furni hed unto 

all good works;' his rnethod of discussing hi subjects 
was clear and natural, his reasoning nerv_ous and n1anly. 

He was an exception to the general observation that ' a 
prophet has no honour .. in his own country.'' His qln­
gregation was not Ial·ge, hut very respectahle.-His 
manner of speaking in the pulpit was slolv and se­
date; he did not affect: popularity; but those who heard 
him with attention we1~e constrained to exclaitn : ' How 
forcible are right wor(ls ! ' Like those eminent men 
with whom he associated, he never relinquished the 
people of his charge, but lived and died with them. In 
private life he was kipd and communicati\ .. e, and, fro1n 

the ·estimation in which his jt=dgment was held, often 
consulted by his friends. His neighbour, the Rev. 
Mr. Grimshaw, trea~d him with great affection and 
respect, as a fellow-l~bourer, and frequently made hiin 
a partaker of his liberality. On some occasions, he -
visited London ; and ··the letters ~ him from Mr. Wallin 
and others, while they show the primitive simplicity and 

sterling piety which prevailed in those days, bear witness 

to the high respect . ep.tertained for him by his fiiends in 
the metropolis. 

Among others of Mr. Hartley's sermons, there is one 
preached at the ord_ination of Mr. Wood, at . Halifax, 
August 6, . 1760. lit was most probably copied from 
Mr. Hartley's original papers, and must have been at 

full length, as it extends to nearly sixty closely written 
. pages. The· following note is prefixed : " This discour 
·was delivered by th~ same judicious per.,on as th t o 
foregoing, and is, in my opinion, superior to any thi g 
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if the k~nd I ever met with, either from the pulpit or 

th p19 ss." 
~ The writer of these pages has himself been so much 

. imp· s ed with the same sentiments, as to its xcellence, 
. that he would have been telnpted to insert it in this 
work, if publications of a similar ind had not so fre­

.. quently ~ppea~,_ ~s to render ~carcely necessary :-
the text 1s I T1m.1v. 16: 'Take heed to thyself, and to 

· thy doctrine.' Take heed: I, To your conversation in the 
· world at large ; 2, To your con~uct to the people of your 
. d1arg ; 3, Take heed to yourself in the closet ; and, 
. above all,. Take heed to yourself, in teference to the life 
• a.Dd power of religion. Take heed to thy doctrine :­
that it be drawn ·from and founded on the Holy Scrip­

~ tu · s ; that Christ be the su1n and substance of the 
rine you pr ach ; tl! t it be th~roughly examined 

a; d dig ted before you deliver it to others; that it in .. 
'. c ude the 'whole counsel of God,' and be adapted to the 
;per ons ;vith whom you have to do, so as to give to 

• e~ ·one a ' portion of meat in due season, , rightly di .. 
ding th word of tI 1th.' , , 
a:hese are.the leading topics of the charge; and they 

· · illustrat d and enforced in the most sole1nn and im .. 
· . iv mann r. From n1any circumstances it is evident 

. th ··.t the ordination here re£ ITed to, was a most inte,. 
· . t' ., e on: ; !he .. enlton. preached by Mr. Crabtree, 

s . o :th :: -.p ople; onr·'.the same occasion, i 
litlflt10111tew·".10 lif , . bli .hed· by the ~ev. 
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of e1ninent piety ; and n.s ther was, in 1nany instance , 
something' re1narkahlc in their conversion and call to 
the ininistry, the li£·ht they enjoyed was marvellous in 
their own eyes and· in those of others. rrheir exte1ior 
appearance strongly indicated the gravity of their n1inds, 
an<l in son1c sort added \vcight to their instructions. 
Accor<ling to the costupie of the ti1nes, they general! .. 

wore large full-bottomed wigs, which, though now deerr1-

e<l an unnecessary, if not an unnatural appendage, were 

then considel'cd ag almost indispensable. Their minds 

were inost deeply in1pressed with the i1nportance of the 

\Vork to which they were called ; and they were no less 

distinguished fron1 the g,enerality of th.eir audience, by 
the peculiarity of their dress, than by their detachn1ent 
fron1 t~e \Vorld, and the superior sanctity of their lives~ 
being exa111ples to the ,tlock over which they were ap-
pointed overseers. -

During· the period ~ow referred to, a diversity of 
opinions and much cont~·oversy prevailed in the Christ­

ian (!hurch respecting SOJne abstruse points of doctrine. 
A considerable number of the Baptist .ministers and their 
p ople were what we nQ\V commonly term High Calvin­
ists, though there were ~ome exceptions; among .. whom 
~nay be mentioned Mr. Alverly Jackson, who wrote on 
the subject, Mr. Parker', Mr. Wood, and a few others. 

. 'rhe separation between Mr. Whitefield and Mr. Wesley 
gr.eatly tended to promote the discussion . of these 
points among their respective adherents, .which were 
sometimes ca1Tied on with intemperate zeal. Many of 
the .dissenting mini terst. as has been a1r · ady observed, 

received their first .impi·essions under these t o re 
le The agi~ation Of the que :ti~ns t 1 
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horn th y o highly rev red naturally directed th i 
t ition to th same subj ct ; and tho wh , parat d 

· fr th M thodi t o i tie carri d the controver y 
•t th 1n to tb r p ctive denominations with which 

th y _nit d ; ome having corr ct, and oth rs n1ore con­
fu d id a , of th Calvinistic syst m. 

h Bapti t caus b ing in its inf1 ncy in thi part of 
· th c u try, r cour w had to the churche of the 
~ ..... " d nomin tion in London and t'he vicinity, that 
t e'' hand might be strengthened, and that by be­
coming bett r acquainted with the faith and order of 

. .tho e which wer considered a sister churches, they 
mi ·ht benefit by their dir ction and assistance. Mr. 

rin , Dr. Gill, and Mr. Wallin, were con idered a 
1 ding h r cter ; and though as Dis enters they dis­
cla' m d .all pret n ion to dominion ov r the faith of 

. other, yet it would have b~difficu1t for them wholly 
. to r l th ch ge of p sc~ing with too great minute­
ne • and · language not 8Iway authorized by Scrip-
tu , h t ought to the entim nt of those who 

: conn ct t .Iv •th these soci tie • 
d·vi · th y ju tly continue to stand in high 

d th .· . memory will b revered to the 
of time ; but in . their voluminou writings, 
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before, Protestant divines ·on the Continent, and in our 
own country, who had attained to any eminence, 
thought it incun1bent upon th 111 to lay their i<leas 
before the public in thi_s forin. 'fhis undoubtedly, in 
s01ne resp cts, had its aqvantag s; but it is evitlent that 

God him If did not think prop r to reveal his coun els 
to 1nankind in this way; and it see1ns aln1ost lik prc-

\ 

.~u1nption to att mpt t~ ne.w nwdet what he has made 
known, and to endeavour to give explanations, wh re 
Infinite Wisdom has judged it expedie_nt to withhold 
them. Some of those who undertook the e works 
were deeply versed in .:metaphysics and logical distinc­
tions, and were too fo11d of introdu ing abstruse ques­
tions, attempting to ex.plain what is never explain d in 

Scripture. Many terms were consequently~· troduced, 
which, not being clearly und. r tood and d fined, and 
not authorized by th~· W o·rd of God, t n d to per­
petuate contentions, to perplex and . bewilder, rather 
than enlighten. As tlje intermixture .of Platonic phi­
losophy with Christia~ity, in the early age of the 
church, tarnished its native beauty and simplicity, so 
the subtilties of Scholastic theology, in late1~ times, 

. have been so far from ''-clearing up, that ~hey have mag­
nified and multiplied difficulti s. 

Enougl\ is revealed of .the economy of grace to excite 
our humble -- admiration of the harrnony of the ivine 
attribut s a herein display d ; I ut lvhat ver y t m 

uman kill may d '.Vi e, son1 thing · m11 t r 
ine plicabl . . It b c'c>mes us ther for , i t d 
plicitly· adoptin any- one ·fram d- bf n, 
with impartiality the. word ef God. f w 

y do ' ith ~advant ·r our .... · ...... , 
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nnd our minds unbiassed, we should endeavour to bring 
them to the standard of God's word, ' to the law, 
and to the testimony, for whatever is not according to 
them, it is because there is no light in them.' Though 
the wisdom of God is revealed in the Bible, it is in such 
a manner that our .faith, as well as our other graces, 
must be brought into obedience ; and after all our re­
searches such are the imperfections of uur fallen nature, 
that we, ~ seeing as 'through a glass darkly,' must not 
expect, in the present state, to enjoy more than glin1pses 
of .1nany things, which will never be clearly seen, till we 
arrive .in a better and brighter world. 'Now I know in 
part, but then shall I know even as also I am known.' 
. If . an ·inspired Apostle, after having considered the 

subject of the Divine conduct in: the / distribution of 
special favours, ·was led to say, . ' Who hath known the 
mind of the Lord, that he mayjnstruct him ?'~if, while 
herw.as proceeding in the-investigation, he found himself 
at J.en~h .getting into a fatho1nless abyss, ·where he 
s:claimed, ' ~ 0 the depth , of . the riches· of the 'visdom 
&Bd lmo~ledge .·of God!~ '.How unsearchable ~e his 
~entst / and .his :ways past:.finding ·out ·!-' .. . how much 
lllfJle , d·oea it ·.be.co.me : u~.: whose ·attaiainents. are so 

· much inferior, to check}·Jthose.: _ isquii.ies · which would 
··pHsutne!·tu '~SCJlD ··: the::depths·rof \ infiuit~fwisdom, and to 
L.- ,;•~--, -.1,...-. •• -. Jt1oJ .. - ,1'... . • L. ~ · .· . "u ' 
UV:· 1fW~~~~\i~1j · "fl , lOt1;·lS Wcntt"O.D ?.. i:i·~ .. · 

·.rt~':· ~1D01~li1 
• oi: >eleair.,reM~ in Scripture 

~,the~ldpl . · · ; ~ t!ll ·iilahllitf &Uuan,~as a 
· idle '' • · ' .,ud:~the :ab~tetleOOSSit of .thetgrace of 

lm11&ftRl&an ... ta'. •· :~.~:' :llB~Hit!yriSpirit;i~w .. ·~ nout!whom. we 
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sheweth mercy/ yet those who 'neglect this great sai. 
vation' are left with~)ut excuse, and the guilt lies upon 

their own heads . 

• 

How far these general observations will apply to the 
works, published by the eminent men before 1nentioned, 
the writer of these p·ages will not presume to say. Mr. 
Brine wrote several treatises on the matters in dispute. 
In his views on mi1ny topics, he went heyond what 
Calvin ever taught.· Dr. Gill published a large Body 
of Divinity, a work entitled the ''Cause of God and 
Truth," entirely polemical, and a voluminous Exposition 
of the whole Bible. ~ The possession of these elaborate 
performances was, in those days, considered as almost 
an essential part of lthe library, not only of ministers, 
but of private Christians of the Baptist denomination, 
who could afford tc1 putchase them. They were read 
almost exclugively, to the neglect of other works on 
divinity. The con&.equence of which was, that not 
only the ministers, but many of their hearers, acquired 
a taste for polemic divinity, which was eventually found 
to be highly injurious to the peace and comfort of 
religious societies. ·Few works of an expository kind 
are better adapted for the use of ministers, who can 
read with discrimination, than Dr. Gill's Exposition, 
and ltlany of his ether works on divinity. They were 
highly esteemed, in \his point of view, by the subject of 
this narrative; but t~ey certainly are not so well calculated 
I the use of Christians in common. Not to mention 
bis frequent referentes to the fancifu~ interpretations of 
the Jewish_ Rabbits, he very often introduces his fa .. 

H 
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'1ourite points, where tlie passage to be explained 
does not appear to have any direct reference to them. 
This is indeed generally the case with those who 
engage in controversy. The controverted subjects 
dwell too much upon the mind, assume an unnatural 
and undue importance, and give a tincture to the whole 
train of thinking. From the same cause there is also a 
proneness in the -human mind to impute to our op­
ponents meanings never intended by them, and equally 

abhorrent to them as to ourselves. 
Connected with the influence which the extensive 

perusal of these works had~ · and the high and alm?st 
oracular authority which they maintained, may be men­
tioned the plan of the associations as then established, 
the model of which wa~- probahly deriv·ed from the same 
quai'ter. They greatly contributed to keep up the 
.spirit of religious controversy, and could scarcely be 
. considered . as consistent with freedom of inquiry on 
religious subjects. No printed account of the pro­
ceedings appeared; but the ~ecretary for the time being 
had the l~borious task of transmitting in writing to 
each of the churches in connexion, an account of their 
transactions. Besides public preaching, and an inquiry 
into the state of the churches, questions on theological 

bjects were proposed, to , which written answers were 
expec~ed .to be given at ~he next annual meeting of the 

· ociation. Many of these que tions were of a doctrinal 
nature, others relative to cases of conscience. These 

. we e _read· before the assembled ministers and elders ; 
and· a a diversity ,of opinions sometime ·occurred in the 

' w~ given to .the same question, it was found -dif-
c ·It to ·p rve. peace and harmony, and. to come ·to 

which wo~d not· violate the indeperidence of 
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Christian societies ; ·so that for this and other reasons 
the association was dissolved. Numbers of the queries, 
with the replies given by the respective ministers, are 
in the possession of the writer. Many of these display 
considerable ability and biblical knowledg·e; but as the 
views of good men, and their manner of stating then1, 
are diversified, it ·must have been next to impossible for 
such answers to be given as \vould, on controverted 
points, .be satisfactory to all ; and which, as sanctioned 

by a body, whether passing by the nan1e of association 
or synod, would n,ot infringe upon· the liberty where­
with ' Christ has made his people free.' 

The llhurch covfnants, which were in general 1ni­
nute and particular, being drawn up after the plan 
published by Dr. G~ll, if subscribed e.r animo, by those 
who were admitted.~ as members of Christian churches, 
must have had a great tendency to lead the attention to 
controversial topics. Many things contained in this form 
of words, however excellent it may be in itself, must have 
been beyond the comprehension of ' babes in Christ,' 
of those who were :not able to bear strong food, but 
who required to be instructed in 'the first principles of 
the oracles of God.' 

Conformity of se~timent among those who unite in 
church fellowship is certainly desirable ; but the con­
fession which satisfi~d an Evangelist and an 1 Apostle, if 
connected with a co11versation which adorns such a con­

fession, ought to be 'the model for our imitation, adopt .. 
ing the language of inspiration as much as possible. 
Every departure · ~~om this, by \intermixing systems 
of huma.n invention~ tends to tarnish and obscure that 
' simplicity which is 'in Christ,' and has in all ages been 
productive of unplea~ant consequences. 

II 2 
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The reading Qf those long forms, on the admission of 
church m mbe1 , has for many year been in a great 
mea ur omitted, and the attention of the candidates 
more particular! y directed to the important duties in. 
cumbent on those who take upon themselves the Chris-
tian profession. 

This fondness for systematic divinity, which has in 
otne degree been accounted for by the preceding 

remarks, had too often an unhappy effect on the 
minds, both of preachers and hearers. While this 
was kept constantly in view, !1 barrier was set to ex­
panded views, and enlarged ideas on Divine truth.* 
Di proportionate attention was paid to the points in 
dispute ; and every ttempt to diverge from them was 
considered as a departure from the truth, and n ap· 
praech tow r«U legal doctrine. He11ce those cautions 
so oft n introduced in the sermons of that day, lest any 
thing sugge ted . o\lld be i t . f'Pl'eted as incon istent 

ith their vowed sentim nts on the disputed points. 
1 the general tr in of preaching many dwelt too much 

• The following judicious remarks, extracted from a recent 
publication, are applieable to this subject. 

" In developing the causes of those variou errors and mistake• 
hi h ;ve, .or or less, aboupded in ·every e of Uie Christian 

c q c~ tile eour~e of m ny of them. may be traced to that imper­
fect lll\d prejudiced view which h too often been taken of the 
cbeme 1>f Ch~stianity. Biassed in fa1'0~ Of some particular system 

· . t. logr, ~ta advoc:at h ve not e mpared plrhual 'hings with 
, . ~ wit~ Scriptur~. O tbtt n r .Yi they have 

4.~witi~ii tiler e c .. ~ o s fr °:1 i~\\lat . or b. e p ge of 
~oly "'.rlt. llut .thi ~ not dealing fairly with such a subject. As 

~tr ~ o~ we conce~ve tbe form of some ancient edifice, from 
ey detach mutila d fra ~ n~ as we .£.an deter• 

th t ' of,. ,. "•hul • • .l . -
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on them. Whatever was the ubject or text, it was a 
practice not unco~mon to introduce the whole system, 
and to give their . particul~r sentiments a prominent 
place in almost all their sermons. It is obvious that 
when this was done in a disputatious manner, it 
could not fail of producing an improper impression on 
the minds of their hearers, of promoting a party 
spirit and prejudices against those who differed from 
them. On some pcca."tions public disputations were 
held; and in general, where this unhappy spirit pre­
vailed, much greater solicitude was shown by the hear­
ers to ascertain wh~ther the preacher gave a correct 
statement of their pfeconceived sentiments and opinions, 
listening whether ~ey could find in what was said the 
shibboleth of the .party, whether he was a Calvinist of 
the right stamp, anct forming ajudgment of hin1 accord­
ingly, rather than l:ndeavouring to profit by what they 
heard.• H~nce the unguarded censures passed by too 

. ~ 

many, who would s~arcely all6w that any preached the 
Gospel who varied :at all from their favourite phrase­
ology. 

• An anecdote, whic~1 too fully confirms these observations, is 
related of an old. gentleman who professed the highest regard for 
a certain divine of high <Calvinistic principles. Some of his friend 
oticing that he frequently slept under his ministry, while he was 

all attention when any at~anger officiated for him, could not fo bear 
expressing their surprise~ at what appeared to them so inconsistent. 
His reply was, that he w~ so welt satisfied of the orthodoxy of l\is 
favoarite preacher, who ~e well knew wouM advance notning con· 
trary to his 'Views, that ~ did not; see the nece1sity of uch diligent 
attention ~ but that he must liaten to others· in order that he might 
be able to ascertain wh~ther they were sound or not.-When· this 
is the sole or the principal object in hearing the word, no wonder 
if ,, there be little grow~! in grace, or· of the true spirit or Chris;. . ·~. : 

. \ 
I 
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On the minds of other , to the inexpressible grief of 
tpeir piou ministers, a still more unfavourable effect 
was produ~ed. The ignorant, captious, and perverse, 
taking but a partial and incorrect view of the system, 
drank in the spirit of antinomianism, became lax in 
their sentiments, and, by their unholy conduct, occa­

sioned great distress both to the ministers and the so­
cieties to which they had belonged. rrhese excellent 
men took great pains to guard what they advanced 
in their pulpits from such misrepresentations and un­
hallowed abuses. They were far fron1 approving the 
unqualified assertions contained in some parts of th(l 

writings of Dr. Crisp and Mr. Hussey, and entirely dis­
claimed the dangerous positions respecting moral obli­
gation, which have been boldly maintained by some 
modern innovators, who have arrogated to themselves 
the exclusive denomination of preachers of the Gospel ; 
and by their distorted representations of the doctrines 
of grace, have given occasion to the enemies of truth to 
speak evil of what they understand not. The reasoning 
of an inspired Apostle must convince every unbiassed 
mind that the law is · not ' made void through faith,' 
but established on the firmest and most substantial 
basis. · 

· Tlie discussions ·here described were by no means 
confined ·- ~xclusively to the ~aptists ; they prevailed 
piore or less amopg -other denominations and extended 

. . . ' 
to~ tbe · Churth Qf England, as :must be evident to those 
who· are conversant -with the-'pc;Iemical writings of the 
Rev •. Mr. ~ Toplady;: which had an extensive circulation, 
~n<J wete Jrighir esteemed by those both in and. out of 

. ~h~ chqrc'1 WpQ adopied his sentim.ents·. 
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turally arose from the high Calvinistic principl s then 
prevalent, respecting what was termed the Go.Ypel call. 
This was considered '. by. some as inconsistent with those 
doctrines which they had embraced, and as having a 
tendency to Armini~nism. It is truly painful to reflect 
how the minds of good men have been perplexed by 
this idea, as if the ·hidden purpose of God was ever 
intended to be the , rule of our conduct, in address .. 
ing the consciences pf men. .Justly may it excite our 
astonishment that, with the Bible in their hands, con .. 

taining the discourses not only of the Prophets, but 
of Christ himself apd his Apostles1 they should ever 
have felt any scrupl~s of this kind. Did they take up 
their time in nice casuistical distinctions ? No ; their 
object was to ' appi:ove themselves to every man's con. 
science in the sight .of God,' and to ' be pure from the 
blood of all men.' Whilst the Saviour explained to his 
disciples in private •the mysteries of the kingdom, re .. 
solved their doubts, and answered their inquiries, he 
from time to time ~ddressed himself to his hearers of 
all descriptions, and not merely to their outward ears, 
but to their hearts, calling them ' to repent and believe' 
the Gospel. The same commission he gave to his dis~ 
ciples, both before and aftet his ascen~ion. Accordingly 
we find that Peter, ~n his first sermon after the day of 
Pentecost, being fill~d with the Holy Ghost, addressed 
himself to the rulei~s of the people and the ~lders of 
Israel, the very mu1'derers of his risen and exalted Sa-

~ 

viour. ' Repent and be baptized every one of you, for 
the remission of sin~.' Such has been, in every age of 
th~ church, the spiiit and conduct of those who have 
l>een most singularlj instrumental in reviving and car~ 
iying on the work of God. · The example of Chris~ and 

f • 
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of his -Apostles ha,•e been their authority for so doing; 
and here they have rested sati15fied, whatever cavils 
human sophistry might raise against them.• Thus it 

• The remarks made · by the Rev.. Mr. Newton, in his letter on 
ministerial address, are too appropriate to be omitted: "We should 
undoubtedly endeavour to maintaiQ a consistency in our preaching; 
but unless we keep the plan and manner of the Scripture constantly 
ln view, and attend to every part of it,-a design of consistency may 
fetter our sentiments, and greatly preclude our u efulness. We 
need not wish to be more consistent than the inspired writers, nor 
be afraid .of speaking as they have spoken before us. We may eaaily 
perple:it ourselves and our hearers, by nice reasoning on the nature of 
human liberty, and the Divine agency on the hearts of men; but 
auch disquisitions are better avoided. If when you are in the pul­
pit,the :U,rd favours you with lively sense of the gieatnesi of, the 
trust, and the worth of the souls committed to your charge, and 
fills your heart with his constraining love, many little curious dis­
tinctions which amused you at other times will be forgotten. Your 
soul will go forth with your words ; and while your bowels yearn 
.over poor 1inners, you will ·not hesitate a moment whether you 
ought to warn them of thait d.anger or not. That gt t champion 
of free grace, Dr. Owen, has a very solemn address ~sinners, the 
running title to wQich _is, ' Exhortation unto believing.' It is in 
the Elepoeition of the I SI st Psalm." 

the!' enract from a recent publicatio ia also much to the 
pu;ap '( Mr. Elliot~ the lndi.a Apostle, &aid to a minister who 
caAQe, to vi.•it him in dying circumstamcea, ' Brother, brother, 1 t 
there l)e mpch of Christ in your 111ini1try, if yo,u would win souls.' 
~ crucified must not only be preac~ed1 he must be preached 

• 'If the. Go11>'l ii of the inspiration of the Spirit, then the 
. · · .. GOB.pel will prove the certain m dium of bi8 

~ - ~ · . -~, ~ .glory~ ~t ~ ~e it.al d~l-.mabol\ , of an inflated 
~od~y,it~at.10~ .ma1 :w1th aw mlldl hope of succ~ . <iall up,0n a. 
~ltd·~ to anae. ~ ~o~e ~Qrtb frQJn his grave, as to persuade a, 

.amner tC> belieYe m Christ. But with the leave of' these sa· 
]ot. · ·B· may what · lb.ere 't bears the least re-
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was, as an excellent writer observes, with Elliot., 
Brainerd, and several others, who preached Christ with 
so much success to the American Indians. They seemed 

) 

to have their work all plain before them. "fhey had 
none of those shackles with which good men have 

~ 

sometimes found themselves encumbered, so as to en-
fetter their minds and bar their exertions. In\ such 
addresses to the con~ciences, as it is evident they deli­
vered, there is something to rouse attention and excite 
the interest of eve~y one. The care of the souls of 
hearers of every class, the rescue of perishing sinners 
from the brink of destruction, or, to use the energetic 
language of inspiration, ' pulling them out of the fire,' 
appear, when this is the case, to be the great object of a 
minister's preaching; and through a Divine blessing, the 
~trong holds of Sahtn are demolished, a holy violence 

.,. 

is raised to spiritual life, ls as plain as it is adapted and efficient. 
Here are the Scriptures, ~ the ministry,-all necessary means of in­
struction; means appoint~d by the wisdom, and sanctioned by th~ 
blessing of heaven. The sinner for whom this provision is made, 
though dead in sin, and ~.;debased by it in the noble faculties of hia 
nature, must yet be trea~ed as a rational being. You are to state 
the Gospel to him, and urge the belief Qf it upon him as one who ia 
capable of thinking, refl~cting, understanding, remembering, rea­
soning, and feeling. T~e Holy Spirit gains access to the htart 
through the media of tl!e ear, the understanding, and the eon­
cience. To these facul~es you must therefore address yourseJf, 
unshackled by any false notions. Otherwise you would be charge· 
able with the guilt of shµtting up the very avenue by which the 
Spirit approaches and talks possession of the soul : and you would 
then rest the final condeuination of men on grounds as abhorrent to 
the Divine character, u they are inconsistent with the real condition 
of the sinner, and the tenbr of revelation. 'Thi is the aondemna., 
lion, that light is come ~nto the world, but men lov darkness r 
t her ~ light, because ~ir deeds are ev.il.' ',: 

2 
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lo e to peri bing sinners. ' The unsearchable riches of 
Christ, in whom it hath pleased the Father that all 
'fulness should dwell,' and his 'ability to save to the 
uttermost all that come unto God by him,' were the 
burden of his song; he rejoiced in the invitations of 
the Go pel, as displaying its freeness and fulness. ' Ho, 
every one that thirsteth, come ye to the wate~s,' &c. 
' If any man thirst let ·him · com·e· unto me and drink; 
and him that cometh unto me, I . will in no wise cast 

. out.' 
Some of bis religious friends at Bradford, who were 

strongly tinctured with high Calvinistic sentiments, 
and rigidly ·attached to the books which favoured those 
opi~ions, having in one of their interviews made some 
.pointed observations on his · slowness of speech, his 
hackwarditess to el)gage in controversy, and his partial· 
ity to the writings of some other divines, he soon after 
addre sed a ' poetical epistle · to one of them, in which, 
with much good humour and pleasantry, he made a 
reply to ;the charges . adeluced against im. Towards 
the· close Of .life he occasionally r ~ated, Hom recollec­
tion, so.me lines of it ; but no copy can · now be ~ · d. 
n J tification of his slowness of sp~~ he repl · :d 

that while there were so· m y t . pr ac d d~a­
tiz , it ' wm c rtainl · t t a some sho ld htar,, The 
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that e.rclusi~e attention to them, which his friend 
wished to enjoin. 

In the diary there are several intimations .of his 
having, in a private way, given exhortations fronl por­
tions of Scripture ; but, in the year 1 768, · he. was in­
duced, by the persuasion of his pastor and Christian 
brethren, though , attended with many fears, to speak 
in a more public manner. On his 'first appearance in 
this. >way, he cho.se, as the subject· of discourse, the 
words of our Saviour, John x~ ' Other sheep have I 
which are not of this fold,' &c. In this attempt his 
m~nd was very unhappy. The assembly was mu~b 
larger than he expe~ted, and he was overcome by that 
fear of man whick bringeth a snare. This prevailed to 
such a degree, that he could not recollect what he had, 
premeditated, nor avail himself of the notes he had 
before him. ~e · ~as so much discourage~ by what he 
then felt, that_ he; formed a resolution never more to 
expose his weakn~~s in the same way ; but his frien~s 
saw something~ h9th in what he1 delivered at that time 
and in w~at they ~had heard from him on former 
occasioµs, which ied them to s9licit him again~ Th~y 
also requested l\if .. Hartley, .'io · whose judgment he 
paid the greatest deference, to urge him to a com­
pliance. After a considerable interval of hesitation, µe 
consented. . His 'ext was in uBison with bis feelings : 
' A bro en and cQntrite heart, 0 God, thou . wilt ~ot 
de pie.' .. He w~, .on this .occasionr s happy .as he. 
~ould wish; ~s jhesitations . ~ere re~oyep; . .h . :as 
enabled to \oo~ · :ab,o.ve man,. a*d tq e ·pre s . · m ¢If 
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with becoming boldness and firmness. From that time 
he continued to preach frequently. The following is 
extracted from his diary : " When I had engaged six: 
or seven tin1es in public, the church agreed to pass thdr 
approbatton on me ; and ·an invitation having been sent 
from the church at W ainsgate, I consented to officiate, 
afte~ many earnest ~uppfications to the Almighty for his 
direction; being deeply impressed with a sense of my 
own 'unworthiness. The first Sabbath I spent there 
was, if_ I am 'not mistaken, December 18, 1763. The 
text in the morning was 1 John, iii. 2: ' Beloved, now 
are we the sons of God,' -&c. Iri the afternoon I 

· preached from Psaln1s li. 17. I had great liberty on 
both occasions. The people expressed their satisfaction, 
and invited me to go again. I have been four times, 
no~ successively, but every second S~bbath.'' 

" February 9, 1764.---I have been for some weeks 
exerCised with bodily affliction, and n;iy mh1d is not less 
afflicted than my body. I go mourning from day to 

f day under a senSe of my unfitness for the great work in 
.which I have engaged, and what to do ·l know not. 

"About a fortnight ago I ~eceived an invitation from 
the church at-.Liverpool, under the care of Mr. Oulton, 
to go an~ preach in cf;mjunction with !·heir pa&tor ; but 
I believe, if I have a call any where, it is to '\\'P ainsgate. 
The peopl~ there unanimously approve · of my poor 

. labour_s, and unweariedly press me to settle ong 
them." I , • 

. " ~ . 
" February io . ..-.My companion· and I. set otit for 

Wainsgate, and were mercifully conducted ihither." . 
·· · · " .,Feb~a~ ~I-. Lord·~ · Day.-But poorly .iri body; 

ai:ia in the morning was very unhappy in tiiy mind. I 
· · : .. e red it would be a. lost day; to the Lord's dear people 
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to whom I had to speak. I thought my poor .services 
would be of no use ; but in the evening learned, to my 
great joy, that I was, in some measure, disappointed.'' 

" W ainsgate, May I 0, ·I 764.-Yesterday our goods 
were removed from Bradford to this place. A number 
of the brethren her¢. came with horses ; and havi~g 
met us at Ha wort~; conveyed us forwards, and ' the 
goods we brought with us. 

" I have now set ~ my hand to the plough, and have 
made a solemn entrance upon the work of the ministry. 
My partner in life and I have taken .. leave of our dear 
friends and brethren, ~with whom we had an affeCtionate 
and sorrowful parting. 

'' I would . now apply wit.h diligence to the work 
incumbent upon me. ~ I am conscious of great weakness 
and inability ; but t~e language of my heart is, ' Lord, 
help me!' I rose before six in the morning, and spent 
most of the day in_ regulating my books and other 
things ; at night I was dull and weary. 

"I am favoured in my new situation with a convenient 
study, and almost aU the advantages and opportunities 
I could wish for ; · but,. alas ! I see so much of my own 
emptiness and insufficiency, that I shall be miserable, in 
the midst of them, if the . Lord add not his : ~lessing. 
Prov. x. 12 : ' The blessing of the Lord, it make~h 
rich.'" 

The situation in which he had nc;>w taken up his 
residence was. very different from a considerable 
manufacturing town; and· in itself could have few 
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attractions ; but he had internal resources ; and his 
books, those silent but inestimable companions, pre­
vented him feeling . that ennui which throws a gloom 
over the minds of many, and renders a solitary 

situation almest insupportable. 
Whatever the motives might be, whether to avoid 

interruption and persecution, or merely for the sake 
of the private convenience of those who erected them, 
the first Dissenting· places in this part of the country, 
which were generally small, humble edifices, were built 
in secluded spots, adjoining neither towns nor villages, 
but withdrawn from the notice_ of the public. The 
promoters of these erections had no idea of courting the 
attention of_ their neighbours, by inviting appearances 
and splendid attractions. · Such was· the situation of 
the meeting-house ··at Rawden, which was unquestion­
ably -one of the oldest in this part of Yorkshire. 
Though there were numerous villages in the vicinity, 
without any place of worship, it was erected in a soli- · 
tary,. though beautiful place1 at a .distance from the 
public road, $urround~d by woods, excepting on _one 
side, where the river Aire •is seen winding along the 
·. alley. -Tradition records that when it was opened, the 

· · er, who ·officiated on the occasion, struck -with the 
peculiarity of its # tuat. on, chose for his text the words 
of the Psalmist : ' We have .fou~d it in the fields of the 
wood.' The congregation, afterwards increasing, . and 
finding much inconvenience from the· situation, removed 
to a more . central· :place. !Part of the materials were 

, · y ; but t belt 0 ·the. old building yet re .. 
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inviting the attention of the traveller, as being perhaps 
the only ruin of~ 'Dissenting meeting house to be found .. 
in this pltrt of th~ kingd~rrt. 

The erection of a place of worship at W ainsgate may, 
under a .Divine blessing, be imputed to ~he ministry of 
the Rev. l\fr. GrilJlshaw, of Haworth, which is s.ix · or 
seven miles disb1nt, separated from it by a wild and 
bleak moor. MJ?. Richard Smith, \vho was the first 
pastor, in the fqrn1er part of his life attended Mr. 
Grimsha\v·'s ministry, and derived great advantage from 
it. The particular~ circun1stances attending his conversion 
cannot now be ascertained. For some time;his mind 
was in a glgomy ~esponding state, and he was ha~~ssed 
with many -disquieting fears respecting his own ~el'Sonal 
interest in ,,,God's . salvation; but ,"he was . earnest in 

- ~ " 

prayer, and other tneans of grace, till at length it pleased 
God to calm ·his: troubled breast, and to fill his heart 
with 'joy and pe~ce in believing.' 

Being possesse4 of strong natural parts, and diligent 
in his application \o study, it was the general opinion 
of his religious fri~~ds t;Jiat he was designed for public 
usefulness in , the · thurch of God. 1-le was accordingly 
solicited, and at length Prevailed upon, to give -a word of 
exhortation. Thi~ he did at first privately, and after­
wards in larger asseffiblies. His efforts were rendered 
acceptable and useful to many. 

After some tirrie he was invited to preach in the 
towns~ip of W ads~o:fth, then a wild · and inhospitable 
part of the countfy, where cjvilization was in a low 
state, and where there was little of ~he fear or know­
ledge of God. · Mr. Smith preached in the houses of 

· those Who were . wiJling to receive him. The number 
of. hearers graduallr increased ; and though some ' con· 

I 
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tradicted and blasphemed~ many believed and turned 

to the L-ord.' 
As .an evidence that the power of Divine grace had 

reached the hearts of many individuals, and that they 
were attached · to the ministry of Mr. S1nith, they en­
tered into voluntary subsc1iptions, and, without soliciting 
assistance fro n any other quarter, erected a small 
meeting hou e, which they called W ainsgate, from the 
£ m on which it was . built, in a high situation, without 
any considerable village near it. The proprietor of the 
farm, being a warm friend to · the cause, gave the 
ground for the place of worship and for a burying 
place ' adjoining~ A house was afterv\tards erected on 
~ ~ery small scale for the n1inister, .whose family con­
sisted only of ~i1nself and his wife. ·As those concerned 
in the erection we1 .. e principally poor persons, every part 
of the ~ork. was done in the most economical manner; 
in one respect, so as to render tlie place uncomfortable, 
e peciap.y in ·the winter season~ When the walls were 
reared-. and the roof about to be put on, thinking that 
they had not" made it sufficiently high, instead of raising 
the wall a few c~urses, they lowered the inside of the 
building .about half a yard, which caused it to be damp. 
T . e roof was supported by a stone arch, near which 

~ . . 

the pulpit. Having no gallery ~t that time, the 
·place could . not accommodate .more than one hundred 

rsons. 
· Y ~r the .m·nistry of' Mr., Smith, a Christian church 

s gat ered and constituted in the year 1750. lnconsi­
derable as it may appear, it. :was the mother -chQrch to 

·any o e . in the ne~ ghbouring towns and villag s . . Th 
·~~ .... ·... ty was le ed to honour I th sIDaU society at 
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excellent gifts for ~the )Jlinistry. Two of them ere 
particularly distinguished, who were rai~d up und r 
lVIr. Smith~s ministrations; namely, lVIr. James Hartley, 
"'O .often mentioned"· in this biographical account, and 
Mr. William Crabtr~e, of Bradford, who laboured long 
with great acceptan~e ·and success. 

In the foriner part of l\11~. Smith's ministry, he dwelt 
1nuch on doctrinal subjects; but being discouraged 
under the apprehension that his labours were not use­

ful, and that this might be owing to s01ne defect in his 
mode of preaching, for. some years berore 'his death he 
turned his attention _·more particularly to the n1oral and 
religious ·duties incuinbent on professing Christians. 
These he enforced by the most striking arguments· and 
incentives, drawn from the love of God, the death of 
Christ, the credit of the Gospel, the hope of saints as 
laid up in heaven. and the honour of him who called 

them 'out of darkneSs into marvellous light.' In his 
ministry he had a m~riner peculiar to himself,- of coming 
home to the conscience, and touching the springs and 
movements of the soµl. His address was full of gra­
vity, and his word$ as weighty as words . coul4 ~e. 
A stranger who o~casionally h~ard him, once said, 
'~ This man's words ~fall on us like mill-stones." , 

In his own depor~ment he \Vas eminently conscien­
tious, avoiding conformity to the world, and· bearing 
his testimony against the .. prevailing vices and in;e'gU­
Iarities of the times in which he lived. In some resp~cts 

. / ' ~ 

he ~arried his scruplf:s r~specting matters of conscience 
to a lellgth which t few .would think it necessary t-0 . . : . .. 
mutate. . 

It is related of hitii, that when he felt the risings of 
fretfuln~ss and discPiltent, he generally visited the 
poorest of his neighb9~ , which, ne:s:t to the truth of · 

I 2 



·- .. 

~ 

't. 

, . 

· ' 

.: 

i. 

; ... 
i 
t 

0 , 

"" .. ~.-· .··--· ani -y; his e perience taught him was the· b t 
· d te to . the e painful ensation • 

· natural con titution as ery infirm ; arid he was 
o bro en do n with disease, that when but middle · 

aged he had the appearance. of one advanced in years. 
.His last .sickness was long and tedious, and his pain for 
he mo t part very severe. . But his humility and pa­

tience were remarkable, his faith steady, and conwla- · 
tions strong. 'He longed_ to depart .and to .be with 
Chri!t,' and his desire was at length granted. His soul 
~ dislnissed from his tenement of day, August 24, 

1768, in th~ ·53d year of his age, after he had been 
tor of the chu1·ch about thirteen year . 

Those of his hearers who yet urviv , bear witness to 
, · · tegrity' and faithfulne. s. * is successor, who ha 

0 ti llo ed him ta .the grave, never mentioned him 
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but ~ ith 1e pect. ·. s is e\~ident fiom the former 
part of this account, he had an intimate personal ac­
quaintance with him, before he left Bradford. He 
wrote an elegy on his ?eath, of "hich the following ar 
the concluding lines : 

" For numerous ) ears his labours have been ble t, 
Bu't now his work is done, and he's rele~ed. 
The Gospel tidin'gs he no more declares, 
His voice no more makes glad his people's ears. 
Alas ! for them !..;...bow shall they now ,be fed? 
~Vho for their. so~ls will care? their shepherd's dead! 
Like scatter'd sheep, will they not wander now? 
Who then to the~ the way of truth will show? 

" Thou, God ! froqi whom all gifts and graces come, 
Who thus hast c~ll'd thy servant to the tomb, 
Raise up another~ who shall ~seful prove, 
And rightly prea~h the messages of love ; 
.That thy poor flc;ck may be ins~ructed till; 
And guid.ed safely to thy heav nly hill." 

/ • 

, 

Are not you seeking your own more than the thing of Jesu Christ? 
not th t night of hi~.h Dr. Gill speaks coming'· -~ . upon ? 

Does not he who ' walks:in the midst of the golden candle ti¢1cs,' ee 
your Laodicean temper ~f mind, and has he not something again t 
you, because 'you have ~left your fir t love?' Let us .search and ee. 
Is there that love to Christ, his ministers, bis word, his truths, and 
company, that there onOe as? Is there that zeal for· his, cause, hi 
honour, his intere t, hjch w evideuc d at ·YO r first con e ·on ? 
Is there that fervency of~ prayer in your families and closets ?-...But I 
fQrbear; let conscience .·speak ; and if it bear 1 ·itne again t you, 
' let him that hath . an ear, hear what the spii·it aith unto the 
c urches : '~' Remembe from 'vhence thot~ rt fallen, and repent, 
and do thy ti t works.' ?, , 

, " What I h ve wtiUe.: to you more ·at large b fo .e, I i 
·. to read ith diligence ., ¥td· deliberation ; a 4 if thi s re no 

apprehend_, tie .o kind '8.'" to inform me better 1. Ha in no th r 
: copy, I wi h them, ·~o~g with thi , to be re~qrne om • 'The 

.......... -.,.. ~ of .our £ord ··; ·. b ith yo ' m • 

! ._ .. 
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· f the · od b £ r r £ lT d to, th pl c 
·1 ip w r v ry £ w nd thi ly att nd ; th p ·i ip 1 
of whi b w r , an ·~nci nt and aim t dil p'datc., p' - • . 
cop church. at l : pton t 11, whi h ha i c th t u • ~ 

d r on many re~air i ~ mall M thodi 't . m t' 
hou · t th ame pl ~ nn two oth r n a till 11 1 

c 1 , t Inc dl ·11 ~nd, hel n ing to th ap·· 
ti t . ng th i,Ilh bit nt in 1n ral, i n r nc nd 
vie pr ,vail d in fJ- d plorabl \ r ; th r wa littl 
p ranee of r li "• n; their t mp _ , di p ·it' n , and 

habit , partook m~1 h of the wildn of th c untry, o · 
that an t n iv , ~· though unpromi ing field, pr . ent d 
it If b ~ 1' -- tho e .. 

1 
faithful labourer who w re rai d· 

up in th part .bout thi period. 
- Among th numb r of tho e who came forward ,'.at 

thi thn , and were for many y ar gr at bl sing to , 
thL neigh ou1·hood, th Rev. Jain Cro I y i d s v­
ing of particular 1iotic •· I e wa born in the year 173 • 
at Lower lton ·tall, a n1all haml t in W n~ .. l y, ar 

alifa • i p rent wer indu trious, r -P ct ble 
memb r of ociety; but h ving a large family, w re not 
bl to ive him a lib .r 1 du t'on. · di po ition 

from ' ht a li st y ar wa ch rful and en 
Whil t young, he~ had any al rm 

. , ' .. . . . 
w r iuch iuc1· d by h1 att n 1n1 
try of th v . .. Mr. · '1rim b wt nd a on th M 
tho ·. t , ho hacl om tim p achin at 
t i not ·nown. what · a th · i tit , o 
e the ·arrcJ1U 1 an , or hi ion to od; 
ut h ~ h th -
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tingui bed hi discour es, rendered him a very accept 
ab · nd u ful preacherA He printed one "erm011, 
occ""sioned by the melancholy end of one of hi hearer , 

ho, having f 01'med a connexion with coiners, was tried 
nd ex cuted at York, p il 28, I 770. The text was 

2 S m. xii. 14 : ' By th· thou hast given occa ion to 
the enemies of the Lord,' &c. A copy of a letter which 

; :' he wrote tO lVb·. Crossley, just . before his execution, is 
· ' in possession of the writer. It . was found in his pocket: 

/. 

He bewails, in the most feeling 1nanner, his past back­
lidings i r heart . an in life. · " God in his judg~ent," 

be says~ " has overt ken me. But, in the midst of 
judgment, I wo.uld hope . he will ·yet remember mercy. 
o· that my wanderings may be a warning to others, and 

t that . my death, sh~eful as it is, may produce some 
,,_ . " ood effect, and . p ove a real blessing to others ! My 

h art ·s , · ·n d for· my. dear relatives; 0 that I could 
. ar the'r sorr.ows ! but I must leave them. Let me 
nt eat .~ou to give them seasonable and suitable advice 

·· : · ~ enever you can.-1 can say nO more; but, 0 that I 
· , ·could come to tell you hat my heart feels ! " 
~-
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gave universal satisfaction. " \Ve, therefore," they say, 
" looked upon him '1s one whom the Lord 'vas· raising 
up in our necessity, and requested him to come and 
settle among us, '~hich he has done. We earnestly 
entl'eat the Lord to ·_ give him suitable abilities for the 
great work, and m~ke hiin a wise and faithful steward . 
of the mysteries of qod_" 

• 
In a passage of the diary,_1 written a few days after 

hi_s removal (May 12), ·he complains on account of the 
state of his mind, which was still probably unsettled, 
from the hurry necessarily attendant upon so gt .. eat a 
change in. situation : ~ . · 

" I have endeavoured to prepare for the Sabbath this 
afternoon ;, but was · dark, and made little_ progress.­
What pains me m_ost is, that I am not more· -deeply 
interested. Lord, i~cline my heart to pray, and cause 
thine ear to hear ! 

" I have spent tpe Satu~day wholly in my study; 
but, alas ! it has beell an unprofitable day with respect . 
to pr yer and converse with God in my . work. My 
object has been to-. Jay up somethi.ng for the Sabbath ; 
. but, though favoure4 with every advantage, I ha e done 
littleto purpose. FOrmerly, when I had less time, I . 
found the work ~uch more easy." 

" Lord's Day~ May ~3.~I. have been catTied n1erci­
fully; t o~gh the w~k of the d'1Y, though not_ o hap- · ' 
pily at · om times. I had" not fr edom of utteran , 
· nd my mind wa . contracted. The te t in th 
~ ... - .. ,............. w M tt . .-. .-v. 8 : · ' .Bl d · a t e p. - in 
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JOHN FA,VCETT, D.D. I 7 

·ceiv d with mysel[. from z al for th Divi honour, 
nd a principl of real love to the ouls of m n. ' Lord 
arch 1ne and try me ! '' 

• 
Before he had left B!·adford he had for111 d. an ~ inti­

mate acquaintance ~ith some families at Yeadon, near 
Rawden. Among his papers a lett r has b en found, 
dat'ed Augus~ 30, 1764, E;Ubscribed with the initials or 
the names of fiv f~males, ·who 'vere then young in 
year dnd religious pfofession ; but thfough their future 
lives, which were protracted to a considerable length, 

- they w re ornaments of ·the ocieties to which they 
belong d. For strong sen e, st rbng pietyj and engag~ 
ing manner , they had-comparatively few equals. 

'' An extract froffi the letter, it is hoped, will be 
cceptable to the reader. 

. " D AR SIR, . . 

" We hould have w~itten to you some time ago; 
but a variety o( ~hings , prevent d. 'V 11 ti~ust you 
will not the inju f ce to impute our· ilenc to want· 
of fJ • ndly regard. . our I t l tter wa very · ccept-
bl , and articularly . ~he short sketch . y~u ave us ~r 

·the er on y u had preached ince you removal to 
W · t • W w· re 1nuch int r sted in that from 
h wor : .' The Lo~d i my I elper.' It ,v· .very 
~ ...... ·...,a&-..bl and . ppl.~ble to the difficult• s ·ith hich 

t e tru · gling. The Alm· hty has n 
• 

"· tely ith · vy ri ; b 
infinite in .wi dom, ' th' . ref ore c nnot r. we hav 
ha t ' l · . o ·. pl 'in o Un Ii £ 

·f·t ~lJich · t~ se o rup · r pro~ u 
... 
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• 
Wh t p· ·er tur s hould we be w r the Lord to 
l' v . us to ours Ive ; but we have to 'sing,. of mercy 
as w U asjudgment.' 
, " The power, love, and grace of God, have been di. 
played in so wonderful a manner, that we think we can 
now numbe1.. our greatest trials among our choicest 
blessing • We see the need of them, to mal·e our 
souls rno~e lively in the ways of God-our views are 
thus dire.cted to the precio~s promises contained in the 
. Divine Word; and. while the Almig'hty is cha~~ening us, 
·he puts ullderneath us his evei-lasting arms, and ~ears us 
above all {)Ur troubles. · 

'~ Thus we -have endeav.oured to describe to you the 
£ elings of our minds • . W~ love . to speak of God's 

·, goodness to ~~; but we motJ~n ·on account .of the body 
of sin and death which we daily carry about us~ It, at 
tinles, cause us ~ost tO faint ; but it pleases the Lord, 

ho giveth strength to them who have 110 nlight, to 
gra t u fresh suppli of grace, wh·ch enaqle us to 

o ~ head · hove w ter. W often compare our-
1 e .to . hi .tQss d pon the t m tuou ocean, ready 

allo · ed · u in the gr at ep,' or a:dy to be 
to pi ce ~P.On ome fatal i:ocic. ·. . Not that we 

1 ft o doubt of. Go4' faithf ulnes 111 p rf e .ting the 
;~ . . o o • h .h. h ~gun; but. Qur e 

1 

aris . 
fi m o · , · I .i our com:S rt. · nd efuill ~a one to 

. . I 

·~ . 

. l ' · r ni" d · .' ·, ay: f4r u : ~hat we 
t ,? . ly · d hono rable in our proff ssion--

v CQ he evil of .our ·Own h 'rt , the 
~~~"14 ; . .;.:.~atan, nd the lu m nt of th(\' world • 

. ""\V: . emai · ' 
o hy·.but. ffect·onate · µd . ~ 
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nd ~ Uow Pilgrim • " 
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The following ve~~es were some time after add re ed 
to the ladies who subscribed this letter .• 

" To ---- and, .olhers who lo'Oe our Lord J~su Chrin in 
sincerity • 

" Hail ! heaven-born souls, celestial ra~e, 
Offspring of:.pod's peculiar grace; 
Ye ransomed .tribe, ye pious few, 
Whose feet the paths of life pursue. 

" From off tbe rocks, like hiµi of old, 
Your blissf ul :~tate let me behold; 
Not void of :hopes that worthless f ',_ 
Belong to y~r blest company. 

,, 

"' Through a Jong ~wilderness you rove, 
· Where ·beasts and savage monsters roar; 
Gins, pits, a~a snares, inf est the road ; 
But your de(~nce and help is God. 

cc Eschol's s~eet grapes you'\re now in hand, 
In earnest of. the heavenly land , 
Cele tial frui~ e'en now you eat, 
And long to:1have your bliss complete. 

.. 
~' M y you 0,ft stand on Pisg h's top, 
And view yq~r home ·with stedfast hope; 

·With patien~e w·ait till Jesus say, 
· 'Come over::1ordan, come away: 

~ . 

" . Then in ~ a~ he'll f oU embrace, 
You. shall be~old him face to face ; 

i beautie ; ~en unveil'd you'll ee ; 
A I Lord, · ·-.d .it this blis for me?'' -

,. ,,.., 

The ~ afFor& · ome further materials ~a v 
thi period of his life, though with con id~rable_ in 
v .: 'I'· 

.,, Janu.,,. 1, 1 '765.-This. fo~., oon l w . 
a t dis I .had a meetin tQ · · p ~p· at 

x: 

' 
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lding, and nev r' fo d my elf more unfit for the· 
. ' work. I could no fix up a .te t till ye terd y even. 

ing. On · account of the severity of the weathe , I had 
'great difficulty in walking to the place, s·o that I could 
not think on my subject. When I stood up I scarcely 

· knew what to say ; but r:ny ~ mind , was enlarged in 
prayer, and I was afterwards ·enabled to go on with 
pleasure. The text was Isaiah, xxvii. 18 =~ ' The great 
trump~t shall be blown,' &c. · May I never forget this 
happy beginning ~f the new year.! ,. 

" Thursday, Janua y 3.--;-My mind was uncomfort­
able in the former part of the day ; nevertheless, the 
Lord visited· my ~oul in preaching at . Mytholmroyd 
Bridge. I spoke in a great ~easure ~xte~pore." 
· " Janu~ry 6.-1 have not found m~ch satisfaction ~n 
study dunng ·the tw last day , and was but poorly in 
body ; but th Lord h .been pl~ d to afford assistance 
in goirig through th Work of this ~ay. 0 what sacred 
joy did I feel in speaking upon ' the life of faith,' from 
·Gal. ii. xx. . Lord help me to live·lnore by faith.!,.,. 

" Lord's Day, J!e~~ary ~ 17. . · Have been , afflicted 
.. · . with a cold more t~an a fortnig ·.t. : I had some close 

thoughts on death, · and have be n .Qluc · in_terested in 
' I A/ #- ,f 

- l reading Burnham"s ' Piou~ ).\f emorials.~ " ~ . 1 

, ... . ,,, This day;~ tl ougb ho~r . e, . andA my f · ~at much 
l · ~swe~ed, I have .ft . · e t · · · e t, . speakable 
:· .,. pleasure, i · ~ th c e· • 1 f . d' ·house. I 
, . . . I 

.1 .. · pr~ached. from Rom. viii. 88," 89: ' .For I am persuaded,' 
: · · • i e . e , liaf a ( · Oti . he 
r. ·'. ~ ' • ' . ;.. . J> 

' J 
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JOF .. N FAWCETT, D.D • .. 

25, 26: ' I than thde, 0 Father,' &c. I am fille with 
wonder when I revi~w the Lord's dealings with me.,; 

" \Vednesday, May 29.---Went from home about ten, 
A. l\{. Had ·ome agreeable conversation with~ friend 
at IVfytholmroyd. · Passed through Sowerby, and took 
a view of the neW . church there, which is indeed a 
beautiful building, _-and then proceeded to Halifax. 
Had a pleasing h~terview With Mr. Wood-heard his 
answers to some questions proposed for discussion at the 
Association, and t.oJd him my temptations, discourage· . 
ments, &c. He is. thuch. endeared to me." 

'ti Thu1•sday, l\'Iay 30. Read with pleasur , some 
parts of ' .1. ature, Qisplayed.' Went to John Foster's; 
and spent an hour ~r two with him very agreeably. On 
my return home, b~gari to make ,some preparation for 
the Lord's Day." 

"Friday and Sat~rday, l\'.lay 31, &c.-1 ha,1'e been 
studying a subje~t in which my own conscience 
condemns . me, nainely, private prayer. 0 that 
God would enable Me to practise what I recommeD.d to 
others ! " • , 

" Thursday July- 18.---This day I set apart to seek' 
the Lord by f8sting .and prayer ; to examine myself in 
order to my ordination, having accepted the invitation 
of the church, which was unanimous.'~ · 

" Friday:, July ; 6.·-The church met to make the 
necessary a . nge.Uent for · the din tion. Mo 
nr· g s some'. ' time in conf~ ion 0 sin; James 
Mu ga~r yd, n Jbhn Fost r, 1 en ged ·in · pr y 
A te · t i ,_ I add ; sed the 'soci ty fo Ps. xc. 17 
' Let th '. t of the Lord our God be ·upQn . 

ed th ®f · with petition · 
I' .• 2 . 

<. 
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church and ·Congregation. It has been a ·good day to 
me ; may it ·never be forgott~n ! u 

'' Lord' Day, July 28.-1\Iy dear wife and I 
received· our di mission from Bradford, and joined the 
Ociety here. I . preached from .Cor. ii. 2 : ' I deter. 

mined not to know any thing among you,, &c." 
" \Vednesday, July 31, 1765.-This day I was 

·solemnly 01·dained pastor over the church at W ainsgate; 
the most important day, as to · its transactions, I have 

· ever yet witnessed. Mr. Hartley~ed the questions, 
and made the ordination pravJ.. . M1·. Crabtree gave 
the charge, and an awru1 one ~t . was, from 1 Tim. ii.15: 
~That . thou mayest know how .thou ·oughtest to behave 
thyself,' &c. Then Mr. Nuttal preached to the people . . 
fl.~m 1 The~. ii. 20: . 'For ye are our glory and joy.' 
The place was very much 'Crowded, and the weather 

'. ( excee8.ingly hot. 0 mY soul ! what a work , hast thou 
ow entered upon.,, · · · : "· ·.. . 

-;- ·. "Thursday~· Aug. 1.~Had much· pleasure ·in con­
cvel'$ing with .Mr. Oulton, .Mr. HartJey, &c.; ·but have 
reason to complain·._on account of ·tlte hardness of my 
lieart; ·and Want of ferVOUr· in prayer." . . ' · - , · .. • 
p·: .'' l:Aord's Day, Aug. 4.~I wu feeble in ~y outward · 
m n ... c Preached in the forenoon from -Numb. xx'rii. 15 ; 

' · in 'the aftemOOn th>m-Ps.·· xvi:. 9~ -8: ·" O my soul,' thou 
t said unto the 1.tord·;' &c.: · I ~was much edified in 

;the moi-ning; ~n re&dirig Mr. . \vro· •. Life.'" ,. · . · ': 
.. : · . "· ~?rii's. i>ay; ... ·oet: ~27.-...Dunng the last week ·I 

.. , h ve bee comPQSed· in . my · • ~' o d · '·my,. heart 
· : en~. i ·the serri of. · God; and was· ~atly re-

.. : . h in ~ng . r.t;r .. :Henry s · " :&~tion~" ·the 
: . nd o t · piritua,\ ... ~ork v,er ' consulte 
;· .. 
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JOHN FAWCETT, D.D. 188 

This has been a comfortable day. We had a short 
( 

meeting .in the morning, which was opened at ten 
o'clock, when I r~ad the first Psalm, and began to 
expound the first Chap~ of the Epistle to the Romans.* 

"The latte.r meeting commenced at twelve. This 
method we intend '. to continue for the winter season. 
I much prefer it t~ t~e practice still prevalent in some 

. ' neighbouring chur~he.s, of having only one long service 
in the ·winter quarter.'~ . 

"LQrd's Day, Nov. 3.---This, t~rough ~ercy, has 
been ~ happy day. . In the morning I expounded, and 
in the aft.er.noon preached from the-se words : ' The . 
just sha~ live by faith., Oh that I may live the life I 
spoke of!" 

. : • 
These , extracts l"ill give some general idea of the 

state ·of his mind, ltom his removal to \Vainsgate to his 
ordination,. . This ®mprises considerably more than the 
space Qf a ye~r •. ~. · .. Uis .labours at ~hat early p~riod of his 
ministry {were by no means confined to the pulpit. a~ 

preacheC;l, ~fter the :example of p~mitive m~nisters, . from 
lwu e .. .to house, .wherever:. a .door wa~ Qpe~ed to him. · : 
_By these means,· under ~ Ditjne blessing, prejudices 
were gra<J1 lly we~keµed, .. and a .. spirit of . inquiry was 
exci d. · . · . "E. . ~· · - : • , . g • 

It may .. p haps· appeiµ- strange . that so con­
siderable a period. elapsed . qet'v~en the invitation to 
·accept . the -c arg~~- aqd t}).e tiJDe o~ ordinatio~ ; but a. , ' 

~ ' ' .. 
• His expository re~~ks on the Epis~le to the . ~omans, which 

he probably ~o:qpnued~ from ·this time, were writteri at large, and 
afterwards · put QP in ._& sepQrate volume ; ~he was often li ited to 
publish ii. . : : . . . . 

,.· 

... · 
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d th i £ tion hi he r r e r ed ; t oth h 

.full of de pond ncy an du ti n. Th 
£ lin · o p yed· upon hi' pi 't , ab ut i nth 

· · aft r hi r moval, that he had ripu· t u ht of 
olly declining th ·work of the · ni try. rrote 

lett to hi intimat frien and coun 1101 1\ r. I 
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" • I dre . up the f4 \V line . on the l~th o 
. pt. 176 , .with a d ign to en th I to my ho­
nour d fri nd Mr. a tley; but h n I had ot thu 
~ r in my 1 tt r, h . · un pect dly c m to th d r. 

hi fill me ith· urpri , and I n1 to think th 
might om bing pro id nti l in hi co~in . I p t 
th r ·nto .hi h · d; h r ad •t ov . d s i , "Th 
r 1ny ol omplnint ; " I. o ai o John, ' th ~ y 

are ri n from the c ad.' I · furth r told 1 that h 
wa o ar fron1 hin in , o ount f 1 y pr nt 
unea in , that I \Va not all d t th w r o the 
ministry, that he wa~ mor fully c nfir1u d in hi b Ii · 
of my b in com. ~· i · d to pr ach th . o p I. Oh 
vhat a i I no n ! n 01 

The wi,it of. t 
thi 

. l> 



\ 

.............. 0 R O 

bom in 17 45, at a farm-hou , hort di t nc 
fj W 'n . at • e r c iv d t~ rudim nt of h' 
d (,: t' o . t pt()n tall . chool, Wh ·ch, und th su 

----·-t danc · of Mr.. P w on, nd afterward of Mr~ 
c 1 ton,~ furni h d th church, ~nd diffi rent mi~ 

n ri o 1 rnjn , it~ ~any u ful cha acter ~ At 
tim wh n thi :f1 ·-endly conne 'on commenc d, 

• · o t r wa a tud t at Q ,en' Colle , Oxford, 
• Taylor wa born in ~he n i hbourhood of H 

fill , iµ the y 1788. Hi fir t jmpre ion of 

A t m bl t b t w pqt · up in Hepton tall Church, ooQ 
r Mr. hackl ton' d cea e, with the following in cription: 
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r Ii ·ou tnr w r ·amon th M thod' t ; ut 1 
that oci ty on account of m diffi r n with r~0---· 

' J 

to th ordin nc of t.h o p 1, nd point of oct in 
h .ace pt d n inv·tation giv n him y a num r o 
p on , r ident in Wa sworth, who had also with­
d awn from th M· thodi t · conn ion for imilar rea-
on • Thi w b t the tim , or probably~ l'ttl 

b £ r , th r moval :of J.v.[r. . to Wain gat • 
Mr. ylor wa ::, pos e. s d of intrepid courag an 
r v rin d'lig npe, undaunt d . by difliculti . • 

wa not i coura ,.~d by the wildrtes of the country 
the roughn . s of the inhabitants, or the little prosp t 
of a quat m ans of upport. e had been· inur d to 
hard hip from hi arlie t year ; and lik the · bl s ·d 
Apo tl , who pir·t h emin ntly imbib d, 'h con­
~ rr d not ith fl h nd blood.' uring the summ . 
months, he r ached t the Nook, a farm-hou bout 
a mil from Wa·n - at , und r a tr e, having th D DO 

tt ·accomm d f on. On th ap ro ch of wint r h 
hi fJ • n t()ok a mall hou in Wad w.orth · 

__ l •• ..,..,. The . churbh . ·nd congr gation incr in , a 
ene~gi of his mind; _ :and put a p riod to hi mortal ex.i tenc , 

h n he had c cely ·.attain d the prime of life• 

.. 
" ··Hie cpulta j cent o ea 

·Jo .-1 . DYN LEY, M. . Eding • . 
~ , _ ui qualiu uorum, 

In artibu 1\1 dicin et H .. umanitat · 
. , . Li~eri , facil priilcep titit. 

Vir et o ii emp r c ru · 
ac ·•·· omn prq ~re b ig u , 

Otiiqu . · g udium n cno io m 
··' · "Ornam t • · 

o·~it . 9 die 1 1 , 
· · nn · ffi cto 
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ommodious pJace of worship was afterwards e1~ d . 
B. chcliffi ,• r ebdenbridge .. 

Thou h 'the thre friend had different entiment 
to om points, both of doctrine and discipline, Mr. 

Fo ter' views b in dhected to the church, and Mr, 
T 'ylor ing 3fterwa ds the distinguished lead r of the 
ew connexion among the general Baptists, this differ­

ence did not disturb th harmony that subsisted be­
ween the , having e~ch of th m the sa.me grand ends 

in view; . nam ly, to glorify God, nd to p oclaim the 
· e· rla tin Go pel. 

In r adin th history of tho~e who have risen to 
min ice i their generation, nd 111ore especially in 
racing the situations from which they made their exit, 

~ often t ady to e p s our su pri , in the same 
ay . the J. . . when they he · d of Christ being 

b ht1 u in. Nazareth.. ome rem rk have been 
m d i the preceding p rt of thes M 1noirs, wh~ch may 
h a.. te d ncy to show the impropriety of th se 

il ·n ·'1 q ·· ~. . n the 0 cur . re reat in hich 
e th · friends e plJicedj: the· ~Pmmunion was 

; o n sw t ; , and! Infinite Wi . om wa . preparing and 
.' :qualifying them' or ' I -i porit:a t ci cl s · which ~hey 
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JOHN FAWC TT, D.D. 

ere ft rwa d to 1 iove. During the long vacation , 
when attendance at'. colleg was not ne ary, M ~ 
Fo t r p nt a con ;ideraul portion of his time a 
Wainsgate, where he- was joined by lVIr. Taylor. It 
was customary with th m to be together three or fou 
days in the course o,f every week. They were , as~o­
ciates, not only in thE~ study of divinity, but in 1·eading 
the cla sics, and other branches of polite learning. 
Their society proved,·. in each of these respe~ts, a source 
of great plea ore an~ advantage . . __ ·Engaged in such 
important p irsuits, a~~d '. stii ulated by such motives as 
ought to in~u nee a ~illister of the Gospel, no situation, 
however fof bidding \Q. itself, can be tiresome ; the wil­
derness it elf is transformed into a fruitful garden. 

. The frielldship t~us· auspiciously begun continued 
thro h life. . These·: ~iends, after their separation, wit~ 
nessed with delight . and holy satisfaction the succe 
which the Almighty ~,.as pleased to gi~ant to their re­
sp .cti e labour ' in . .those diversified ituations wher 
Providence placed th:~m. As often as distance and ne­
e s ary enga 'ements··would permit, they corresponded 
and met together. · With respect to characters o ell 
known to the publi.~ as J.\'Ir. Foster and ~r. _Taylor 

r ' it i scarcely necessary, and might be deemed . 
re vant, 1 to mention many further parti~lars. M 
Fo t r left Yo kshil-e, in Se~lemher, 1767, wh~n h 
w o ained d .aeon. by the Bi hop of Loridon. 'I'h 
follo i tract d from on 

1

of h · .lett r , ted 

t 9• 1767: 
. . 
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m th T, t 1 n, 
I v of M tth w i. upo 

i h o h th ollowing qu .. tion : . 
' l. 'Did John nd to inq ir of Ch • t for hi own 
• fi c ·on, or th t of hi · follo t ?' · 

' . ' h t videnc did Christ give1that he wa the 
•Y ... ...-wu.,•.., h ?' 

'8. 'Upon what miracle did the truth of Chri rs 
do ·n tum?' / 

' 4. ' ow , may the po sibility ·of a re rrection be 
prov d ?' 

' 5. ' Will the ame body ritse or not ? ' 
• · " 6 •. ~ How do you ·prove that we have the same doc­
. trineS ·Christ taught?' · 

_ " H ing an er d. th e question in such ·a way as 
· pp ar d t give ati fa ion, ·he dlsmi . ed me ; and the 

. . : nd y.aft r I wa ordained by his' Lordship." · 
.. ~· T.h fi1 t 'tua ·on tO which Mr. ·Fo t was invite 

, '. 

. ! 

i· 
~ . . ! 

' ; . 

a , th t of curate to the Rev. M . Ronlatne, Black.; 
. , w:ht> n a . y, if not entirely, 'stood alone in he 

· ro Ji , fJll hat p riod; a ~ an la rter· o · hos p · ·• 
: *pl hich ' te med v tigelical., --· · out" the time 

ga · ondon he became acq a· ted with ·the · 
• Mr. · · ton Oe OID .- r: ' wton in'rit d him· • 
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l 

whom h had labour d with o much uccce , · nduce 
h'm to decline accepUng the valuabl living of Cl P­
ham, to which. he had been nominat d by the will of 
J. Thornton, ~ q. · · 

By way of relaxation from his arduous work, and 
that he mi ht spend some tim among hi r l tion and. 
Christian friends, so much end ared to him by early ac .. 
quaintance, he gen ·rally. went down into . Yorkshire 
once in two years, :and preached in those churches 
whee he could be acJmitted. His popularity, though 
he did not affect the graces of e:Ioqt~e~ce, exceeded that 
of any othe1· minister .· who ever visited this part, White­
field alone excepted. : . His early and steady piety, the 
plainness, simplicity, ~nd solemnity of his address, com­
bined to excite a gre~t degree of interest. The general 
method which. he ad;opted in preaching was to deduce 
from his text r a serJes of observations, in which· he 
gi:eatly excelled. It ~as no uncommon thing for the 
hours . of serviee to ,: ~e altered in the neighbouring · 
pl ces o( w~rship, tl~at the congregations might have 
an ·qpportu ity~ of hearing him; and though, .number . 
~ight be attracted .:merely by curiosity, in nlany in-
1tances ~. the. ost happy effects were ~PP~. nt, both in 
the .reviv&l of religion among the professors of Chri~ti 
anity, and the conv~~~iQn ~f sinners to God. : 

'Ebe author ha ; felt it his incumbent duty to d e · a 
little n,the chara~ter of this excellent ma , both fi·om 
m~tive of 1~ ~nal, : r~spect, and. because 

1
he . th 

early' and intimate fliend of his deceas~d ·parent. ·. That 
the·frie dship contil)iµed to ~he latest period .of life, will 
appear from the follo:Wing pa age, extracted'. from one·of 

• Eoster' · let· . , .. received El- sho t f · . b ~ t his 
.. ~ ' 

e t · "T:h ugh l ::'write "th a r m d 

.. 

.. 
·, 

-~ . 
. : . 
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.. .13,·r~r k up · p n when I c n oid it, I £ el a d 
· to y to you b for I di€, hat you a e often in n\y 

o ht , some im in tny pr yer , nd alw y i~ my 
· good wishes. The Lord bless you, n1y de r Sir ; may 

yo r I be your most comfortable and ·useful days ! " 
· Mr. ·oster was naturally 1~a her reserved ; and his 
ob ervations on human n.ature, in an extensive sphere, 
led him to be extremely cautious in forming new ac· ­

uaintances ; but he was steady in his attachments :--
h~ .. 1 Rev. Mr. Newton and :the Rev. l\fr. Cecil were his 

.choa; en . associates, an to them he introduced repeatedly 
h n in town ~he subject of this narrative. Through 

th medium .of Mr. Foster, :he also became acquainted 
•th that justly celebrated . character J()hn Thorn• · 
n E q. ·. of Clapham-common ; where he· had the pri· 

• g · of witnessing the religious m-der observed .in his 
... · h spit bl mansion, 

1
and occasionally conducted the 

; . d VQ ions of th · family on a Lol'd's Day evening ; nor 

~ . 

th ir. acquaintance terminate · ith these . t .ransient 
rview , · as· appears from one of Mr~ . Thornton's let- · 
,~ ound· among the pap~rs of the deceased.--They . 

ave now ·all finished their earee· ; and are, no doubt, 
.one · to that · tter world; wh re party ~tinctions are 

b · no .more, ·and· where the friendship of kindred 
souls.shall be ·petUated. an· broUght. «> full perfection. 

•ta- epa ed this life, M' y 6, ~ 1814, aged. 69 
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h d a con ·d rnble influ,ence on the privat nd dom 
elings of him, the incidents of whos Ii~ are her 

cord d; na ely, the birth of his fir"'t child, a daugh • 
after having been ma-~ri d . nearly eight years. Thi 
took place, OctobQr I 1, :·1766. Till that time he had b e 
unacquainted with ·son'le of the chief cares and ple~llre 
of the marriage relation. He had ahvays shown great 
fondness for chUdr~n ; · .~nd on ~ore than one occasion 
employed his poetic mUse in lines . to the memory of 
some who died in infancy ; but no on<t, except a parent, 
can reallze the genuine feelings produced by such an en- , 
dearing relationship. _Often, in f ainiliar co~versation~ 
did he describe the almost ecstatic pleasure lie felt when 
he first embraced the :U'ttle stranger :-but, alas ! his fu­
ture .experience convinCed him <if the uncertain tenure 
by which these enjoyµi~nts are held . 

The dear delights we here enjoy, 
And fondly call our o\vn, 

Are but ·short favours botrow'd now, 
To be repaid anon.· 

In the year 1767, his first .publication made its ap­
pearance, under the titl~ of ~~ Poetic Ess ys.'' They ·.are . ~ . 
on the following subje~~s : '~ .Spring ; " '' Isaac 1ne~tat-
ing in the . ields ;" '' The Sight of an open- Grave;'" 
"In Memor . f the · pj~~us Ei.nd iugenious Mrs. Rowe;,. , 
" To a Gentleman, ok the une pected, Death of his 
Son;'' "On " the Death of a favo rite C ·1d ;" " An 
Elegy on tl1e Dea* ·· Of J. S. ; " '.' On the Death o 
Mr . . Richard Smiih, ~:Vainsgate.'' 

These short poem : we1~e chiefly, * • 

1 ot : enth·ely, 
written befor .J f1 · .. B fo1 '£1 , pe to have 

I 

• .+ 
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n coll ct d fo1 . circulation among a few intimate 
friend , nd hav long b en out of print. Though they 
. ibit many traces of .warm · piety and of a contem-
~~ 

·piative mind, they were consid~red . by the author him. 
elf as ephemeral juvenile · efforts, which he did not 

think proper to make more public, either by reprint­
ing them separately or introducing any of them in his 
ubsequent poetic compositions. In the poe~ entitled 

'' I aac went forth into the Fields to meditate~" the fol­
io ing lines occur : . · 

" Could I bu~ thus my time improYe, 
·And rise from earth to things above, 
What sound instruction might I gain, 
When walking in the field or plain ! 

" The ~preading trees might teach me how 
The sons of grace sbould thrive and grow ; 
Shoot forth their branche fair · and green,· 
Whilst in the hou . · of God they're s.een. 

· u The friendly ivy twini~g round, · · 
May show how saints to Christ are bound, 
And how to. him I ought to ~leave 

, . With rµy whole heart, and ·on him live. 

·, " The holly and the green-bay tr~ 
Might· kindly then admo i Jl me ; .. 

~· .. Throug i .ch ~ging easo sti I ~o grow, • ~ 
.. . E'en when rude storms and ~tempest . blow. 1 

. .~ . t 
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''ON THE DEATH OF A FAVOURITE CHILD. 

" 0 what a moving sight is here, 

I 

Who can withhold a gen'rous tear? 
-....; 

· Thi infant, late in beauty gay, 
Is now. a piece of breathless clay. 
i I 

" But let me. lift my thoughts on high- . 
To yon bless'd world beyond the sky: 
Jesus, tl1ine· arms do such embrace ; 
Where angels ever see thy face. 

" Ye weeping parents, cease to mou~n ; 
Can you <:JUCe wish for his return - · 
1~0 this vain world, where griefs snnoy, 
And troubles. drink up all our joy ? 

" Nay, rather let your hopes aspire, 
'Vith steadfast hope and strong desire, 
To meet him in that bless'd abode, 
Where · holy souls shall re t with God." 

145 

About. the year 1768 · ·or 1769, the Rev. Mr. Cross 
came to the curacy at Crostone, on the borders. of Lan- '"t • 

tashire. Though this place was a considerable distanc~ 
ftom W ainsgate, part of the little society lived in ~the 
·neighbourhood ; and ;in the · discharge of his ptistoral 
office, Mr. F. · went occasionally to .. preach am·ong them. 
Some u~fay.o~ble ~nd unjust representations. having 
l>een given to Mr. _Cross of his views and sentiments, he 
addressed · a letter to ~im,. both with a· design ·to rectify 
, thes mi t k s, and io fo m · a friendly corr~ pondence 
witli ·ape on for. ·whose Uiinistry and cha acter ·he felt a 
·nc p ct. ·it i : dated Ap1il 22, 1769. ''. 

1 ~ • 

L 
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,·an.d frotn the idea I have been led to forrn of you, I am 
: J>ersuaded you have so niuch candour, that you will not 
. : hastily forn1 a ju 1neD.t of your neighbours fron1 the 
· report of the prejudiced nudtitude, and so n1uch humi­
: lity and condescension &ti not to be offended with a well­
: 1nean.t letter, .though coming fron1 a stranger. I hq~ 

·leave to say, that whate,rer peculi.ari.ties of sentiment 
: may have bet~n imputed to n1e, I am no friend tocontro .. 
; versy, nor have I the least inclination to engage in an~v 
~ thing of the kind.. So far as I know my own heart 
.·. there is ·nothing else I so much desire as the conversiou 

of sinners to Christ; and I cannot forbear expressing­
; to you the joy and plea."'ure I feel on account of your 
~being directed by Providen~e into this neighbourhood : 
·I sincerely rejoice to·see such crowds of poor, ignorant 

:persons attend your 1ninistry1 and such an esteern enter-
tained for you. I trust that while you are endeavour­

ing, by close Scriptur argurnents, to lay open tht, ir 
guilt, their ut .r ruin, and absolute lplessuess, nuu1y 
~wfil. be,pricked to the heart~ as those ·were under Peter~,s 

~sermon~ Acts, ii. 87---that whilst ~you are pointing 
·:wt e nature of regeneration as being a real, vital, 
~.. universal cha, .. of heart~ and showing the abso-
't. necesaity .. ot it, in order t-0 true holint~ss bet~ and 

--~~~r · . here . er, inany \\rill be concen1e<l 
~b. a ~tal n nee with this ch · e :­
. ~ \V~u ,.. . ~ testify from Scriptures. 

' ' or.a Bin1te.r's justification be-
enc:e •~nd euiferi of the n of 

, Apostle, couu t ' all 
-~ , . g · for the .excellence of the ... ,a.. , . 

1#. -1··••· ·~ : 1n & ~Jiile you 
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practki1l l1oli.ness, ruany \vil.l be brought to walk iu 

its ways~ 
" These, Sir, are the dvctrine~ 1 mn t b ruleavouriu~ 

constantly to preach, and lvhich .I could \Vi:\}1 may be 
publi:ihed to the ends of th<· <'Brth ~ believing that tJwy 
have been and W'ill be inade the ~ power of ( ;od to the 

vation of hoth Jew and (~cntik~ ' 

" If l'OU will be so kiud as to return a fo\v lines in 
fl 

answer to this, you wiU very lnuch oblihc one \vJw ~in -

cerely loves you and esteetns it .his duty tu prny f(~r 

your prosperity and abundant sun·es~" 

" I ren1ain'i 
" ·Your very affr~ctionate and hutnL1t~ Servant~ 

~ ~ Jd F~-

'fhe kindness and unaffected hu.n1ility uf the late 
Rev\ 1\ir. Cross~s disposition, no doubt, in<lun 1d hin1 to 

accede to these overtures of a friendly correspondence~ 
ln imitating the n1L);ek and lon~ly disposition of their 
Divine l\Iaster, they w·ere closely nllied~ i\. inutual 
esteem and steady attaciuuent took. place ; and through 

future periods of life, both while he continued 
there and when he bcc~nne vicar of Bradford, as often 
as , unity offered, they enjoyed sw·eet converse to-

.et'.& on tbetp IM!st things. ·o one entere<l_ rnore into 
,the spirit of Christian corn1nmunion than lVlr ~ Cross ; 

heart was iu his work, and a savour of devoti<.tn 
true piety pearlltfi iu 'all his conversation. 

·· e minhters of Christ 1omethnes la ur for a con .. 
peri. witho much apparent succe~~ :-they 
precious seedt here and tbere, with tear' in 

L2 

I 



OIR OF 

their y , and look again and again, without being 
able to di cover any hopeful prospects; yet the gr at 

ad of the church, ha promi ed that ' his word shall 
~ot retum to hiin void, but shall accomplish the pur­
po s for which it is ent,' in a greater or less degree. 
Whenever the Gospel is brought into a neighbourhood, 
it is with a view to ·accompli h some end. Paul was 
commissioned to -go to a certain place, and was encou .. 
raged by the assurance, that hi Divine Ma ter bad 
~much people in that city.' As praying breath shall not 
~e spent in vain,, so when the bread or the seed is cast 
~pon the waters, we may r t assured that the produc 
'hall be een after many days; 

. I . 

Though seed lie buried long in earth, 
It ha'nt ·deceive our hope ; 

The precious grain can ne•er be lost, 
For grace en ures the crop. 

-~ · ·Thou ,h Wain· gate might be considered as the sta­
.: ··on in which th ~hject of these-Memoirs was fixed ; 

-:.~. • ·mini t rial labours e tended to . a very extensive 
drcui ; both on the bord r of 1 Lancas · e and in the 
< . . ;>. 

pppo ite dir tion. ·. Where. he w·as invited to·preach on 
:he wee day, number, who at first cam~ ·merely from 
~ ri y, w e afterwards induc .d from~·better 1notiv~s 

g .-· II the-difticulti : f · t "e . way, and ;repair 
~:i 'bithe · o - so~tafy ·place, ,for t~e purpo e of attend­
. ;ng upo · h' m· yin · t te-.· manner:. r. The barren 
·~ . . rt . gan to . · ume the app ·arance of a fertile, re· 
: ·on, ' . arin · th &uit of riihteousnes hich are by 

· t · . h . p · . n : bry· t .. o ' ·. hers 
th,. . . t public 

o to e 
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hous of the Lord, for he ~ill teach us of his way , and 
we will w lk in his paths; ·' whilst many deriv d ad· 
vaat g from his occa~ional labours,. who from di tance 
of ituation and other causes could not regt larly attend 
and unite with the society ; but used their influence 
and ex rtion in their own immediate neighbourhoods to 
obt in a stated inini try. Where thi ·was the cas , with 
the .spirit of an Apostle,- he was· re.ady to say, ' Christ 
is preached, and herein do I rejoice, yea and :will rejoice.' 

From the in1perfect records which remain of this 
part of J.\1r. F.'s life, it is evident, that there was 
a considerable revival in· his own cong egation. The 
place beca1ne too s~all to acco~modate the stated 
bearers, some of whom came regularly many miles 
every Lord' .Day. A gaUery was er~cted and several 
other hnprovements rQ~de in ..the interior of the place of 
wor hip. · . The prospe~t among the younger part of ihe 
audience was peculiarly encouraging. Many of the e 
began to ask the ' way .·to Zion, .with their faces thither­
ward.' . F ars and painful anxiety lest he should have 
run without being sent, were now dispelled, by seeing 
these. his spiritu~l children, the greatest joy a faithful 
1ninister can have, .' \Valking in the truth,' while be 
lo~ks forward to the period, when they shall prove his 
j~y and rejoicing • in the day of the Lord Jesus.' 

. The following is extracteq from an address · which he 

wro~ ,for the use of these"" Y?ung persons ; it is dated 
W am gat , August U, 1 169. . 

• I / ; ; ( 

• The following note is prefixed to a dis·cour e, preached April 9, 
1769. " :tl'· B. The day Q.n which this sermon was d liv red, ei ht. 
pe on· 'prdpoaed to join the church, and were approved or he 
· te t· .is · tri ingly appropriate. Is. ii. 3: ' Many people hall go 

·say, Co e y ;. &c." ~ ·'I 

I 
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~ . To the everal young men belonging to the church 
of Chtj t, at W ainsgate, grace and peace be mul­
tiplied. 

., " Dearly beloved in the Lord ! 
I 

· ''It i matter of continual joy and thankfulness to 
iUe, that God has called you ' out of darkness into mar­
vellous light ; ' that he has brought you out of a state of 
slavery . to ' 'divers lusts and pleasures,' to walk in the 
paths of holiness. I think myself highly honoured that 
I lam entrusted with th oversight of you in the Lord. 
With an affectionate, yet trembling heart, I have en­
gaged to watch for -your souls, as one. that must give an 
account. 0 that I may obtain mercy of the Lord to 
~ . faithful! But, \Vho is sufficient for these things? 
Of th• , however, .I can assure you, my de~ brethren, 
that if I fail in any point ·of my duty to you, it is not for 

<.· 

.: ant of· solicitude.·about your welfare. '1 God is my re-
~o d -ho greatly I long after you all in the bowels of 

· ~ . , Christ. . You are inexpressibly dear to me, and 
1 

:1 m bsent . from .. my waking thought , by night or 
·: , day. ·P 0 my .dear y · ths, :what ~ hould I not be 
. illing to ·do, or to. uft'er for yo r advaniage? I have 
'. ~ . had it in ~my heart to give you a little advice, re­
: ~ive to · hings ·Which 1 : cannot: o freely speak 
. , ··n· JlU li , · D r{ flatter lilY elf youi Will I ceiV'e the 
. : ~,in · · ~n~ • ·. the pirit of· love and meekn s. ' So 
tr: . they ·· ay uit ·your · pective · c; · , · and appear 
. t~ yo · tlonal nd , criptural, · for lo:ve' sake I beseech 

· : .~ :u ·top .. y t mot · riQu atten'tion to them. 
; : 

1 
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Scr'ptures, prayer, and meditation. One omiss'on often 
m e way for another. Be stead.fa t, unmoveable, 
always abounding in the work of the Lord. You have 
hitherto run well. Go4 .forbid that ·any stumbling block 
should impede or hinder your progress! 

" 2. Be very careful to keep up the spirit and powe1' 
·of godlines , while you attend to the form. 

'' Be not satisfied With. performing the · round of 
· duties, without the enjoyment of Chiist in them. Keep 
yourselves in the love 9£ God, and be careful lest your 
z al and the blessedn~ss, the holy delight you have 
found in the ways of God, and your desires after them, 
should decline. ' Be fervent in spirit, serving the Lord.' 
Lukewarmness and iridiff erence in religion are ever 
hateful to G9d. A dull lifeless professor enjoys neither 
the pleasures of this world nor of religion. 

'' 8. Guard against .. useless controversy and unne­
cessary contention. It is commendable to labour after 
an increase of spiritu~ knowledge, but beware of en· 
gaging too much in une.difying speculations and barren 
disputes. Regard the Jioly Scriptures and the truths of 
the Gospel, not me~~ly as matters of specula.tion, but 
as, the· food of your souls. · Labour to taste the life and 
s .eetnes of them. Observe how the bee employs her· 

If in he flowery mead ; see how she flie from flower 
to flower to ;collect the ~balmy spoil, and to 10$<1 ·herself 
therewith ; o may yo\l and I deal with the Scriptures •. 

", 4. Shun vain ~d unprofitable company. ' He 
th t w th with wi' m· n shall be wi ' t m· 

of fool all .be destroyed;' Prov., : iii. to. 
· m en! ~ m.on tho e who m _ ~ · 

·e .• on, hos oci fty may p ov ath · • 

. 1 
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ember how brah m's s rvant prayed, and how h 
, ucc ded. You have reason to hop f o . imilar gu · dan ,. 
if you unto him. · Th · advic of judicious Chris· 
tian friends m y also be of great advantage, if timely 
attend d to; as a person's own judgment is often be. 
wild red wh n the passions ar engaged. 

" Never entertain- the thought of forming a Con­
n ion with one who i ·· d stitute of the £ ar of God. 'fhis 
would b highly ·imprl1dent. What comfort can you 
pr mi e your If with one who . is in heart entirely 
oppo ed to wh t ·you would chi fly p\irsue ?-with one 
from whom you m y ~re . long ·be eternally separated. 
Consider w h . ther there is a suitablene in the te1nper . 
of the p . on you may : fix upon ; and whether. there. be 
not. some things in ypur own habits and dispo ition . 
which will reHuire corr¢ction. Mutual forbearance will 
in the'Se respCcts be foUnd absolutely necessary. · 

"Thus, my dear friends, I have addressed you .with 
great plainne s, out · of,tbe abundance of my eoncern:for 
you; and I .am pei·suaded that a. practical attention to· 
the . int will-be o~ g~eat service to you • . Your pwµ 
temporal and spiritual! prosp rity are here . co ce:t'11ed;. 
to ether with th~· glory! of od, .. the er dit of religion . 
and the·peac of the chu1·ch. May I b permitt d to. 
add, the co o:rt of · jour poor miQi te~ i . here oon 
ce n d.. :Y.e . .m J glory. and my joy. I . liv . if y · 
stand .fi · t. ut \:if "th : · Qntrary houl · t l~ce . ye~ 

· b • n · 11 · y ' yo tbful hair with OIT w .to the: 
re y w 11. · Th God of Isra 1 bl . you, y. 

m ·: a~y to . b. d th 'th 
o you ·, ou . • ~ M ·y we ':nth 
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· b nd of Christ· n f ello hip h , till w m t in 
tter and b i ht r world ! 

" I am your mo t aif ectionate, though 
'' unworthy Pa tor." 

His ministerial labours at this period were by no 
mean c,onfined within the sphere of his own neighbour~ 
hood. Be ides exchanging~ occasionally with other 
ministe1· , and preaching at-the associations, he took an 
active part, in conjunction ith them, in forming new 
stations, at Rochdale, Bingley, Lockwood, and other 
.Pl ce. Some time before there w~s any design of. 
building. a cha . l at Rochdale, sevel-al persons from 
· hat neighbourhood became members at W ainsgate, 
&nd were pretty regular in their attendance, though 
.twelve ~ fourteen miles distant. 

A brilnar tive bas-already been given of the dis­
... ~ guished success which attended the labours of the 
~Rev. Mr_ Venn, during hi continuance at Hudders:. 
· eld. He was, has be~n related, the great instru· 
........... L ... in. the h nd of God of the diffusion of Gospel 
- ·--- • that neighbour~ood. To that period we may 

, being the h. ppy commencement of· what after-
. · took place in that populous manufacturing district 

~, •• g t . B pti ; Meth ·st , nd Independents. ' As 
'·m build r, he laid . the ~ foundation, and . other 

·built thereo .' · . > e • • • · ·~ \ . • · . 

: th moval of tbi truly gr at ~an from Hudders-
h ro b had followed h. m from different 
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pl c , ith o much ~n tn s and d light, b cam like 
~ h p d priv d both of their sheph rd and of th pa t e, 
wh re th y had b en so richly .fi d. A con ·ide able body 
formed the1n lv into. a society on the Independent 
plan, and rected a pacious edifice for public wor hip, 
where a larg congregation was soon collected, and till 
continues to attend, under ~he ministry of that venera­
ble minister of Christ, the Rev. Mr. l\loorhouse. Ano-

~ 

ther considerable soci~~y on the same plan was esta-
blished at Holmfirth .. - Others connected themselves 
with a small Baptist Church at Salendine Nook, then 
under the pastoral ca~ : of the Rev. Henry Clayton, 
who, though he pre~ched there, lived at a farm 
near. W ainsgate. The ;interest, previdusly to the ac­
cession and the removril ·of Mr. Wood from Halifax 

• The good man, who is. r~peatedly mentioned in this Memoir, was 
born in the month of Octtj\>er, 1734. His father was a Presby­
terian, and trained up his f'11nily in a regular attendance on public 
worship ; but the son receiYed · his first improssions of a religious 
nature among the Methodists, and, at the age of seventeen, joined 
their society at Leeds • . B~, hearing Mr. Whitefield, and forming 
his own opinions as to the -ppi'nts of difference between him and Mr. 
Wesley, he was induced, wJth many others, to leave the Methodist 
connexion; and, when ab0ut twenty years of age, he became a 
member of the community quder the care of the Rev. Mr. Edwards. 
He had, previously to thi~, b~en encouraged to preach occuionally 
at Shipley, near BradfQr~, at;d at other places ; and he contiQued to 
exercise his gifts after he became a member at Whitechapel. 
About the year 1769 he w~s invited to preach at Wakefield; and, 
in compliance ith' repeatj,4 olicitations, he soon after removed 
thither. While he was at Wakefield, a change took place in hil 
views with Te pect to bapt~m ; and the infant church at Halifax 
being destitute of a pastor, h:e settled Amongst them. He was after· 
wards, for a short time, at rrescott, in ~e on hir ; but the seen 
of hi principal usefulness 'Y' Salendine Nook, near Huddersfield. 
The interest there, which ~~wed its origin, in ·a great measure, to 

, ' 
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. to be co-pastor with Mr. Clayton, was in so low a state 
that the collections scarcely served to defray his jour-

neying expenses. 
· Mr. Benjamin Ingha1n, of Lockwood, having re-

ceived the word with joy from the lips of Mr. Venn, 
knew it value by an experience of its power on his 
own. soul. Being ·in very extensive business as a 

itinerant preaching, was established, August 24, 17 43, when the 
church consisted of twe.lve members, several of whom were dis· 
m:issed-from Rodhill-end and Slack, ·in the parish of Halifax. Mr. 
Henry Clayton had pr.eached to them many years, but was ordained 

· p~stor at this time; Mr. Wilson of Rawden, Mr. Jackson of Bar­
noldswick, and Mr. Thomas Ashworth of Cloughfold, assisting at 

.. the ordination. Mr. Clayton .was pastor of the church thirty-three. 
years •. For a long course of years he had laboured with little appa· 

. rent success ; but in the latter part of his minist!Y the congrega· 
tj'?~ increa .ed, and many 'Yer~ added to thff society, who were the 

; fr its .of iy.Ir. Vcnp's~ mi~istry. Mr. Wood was invited to be Mr. 
: Clay~oo's assistant, and , W~$ received into the family of Mr. 
~Ingham,_ w~ere he .was geQ~rously ·en_tertained fo1· several years. 
- ·r.-Wo.od suc!ceeded Mr. Clayton, _ after having been his assistant 
.. ~~ut f~ur years, and w.as .pastor .ab~~e twenty years. He died in 
:- eptember,, .1794.. .. 

N:r4i Wood wa remarkably circumspect and exemplary in hi 
-~o~duct~steady in his attachment to w~at he believed to be right, 
~~ thet i~ principle or pra~tice.7:J-Iis judgment was correct; and 
:-~~··wa ~ell illed in . ~ajsticftl ~iv~ty ; bUt his preaching was 
:pl, ·n ail~ ~ractical, especi8lly fo~ ~qe Iasi tw~~ty ~~ars of his l~fe.­
~1 . in thi period he" w~ fully: convinced ~f . the . propriety and 
'1tlrie sity of a minist rj~ c~l to . ~he: uµc~nvefted ; ·:and it is worthy 
-~~ re~k th t, af~er he a this: ~onv·~tion,- .an~ tlcted upon it, bi ~ 

.. u . e~e · _ l)un~ntly ~ore . uc~~ful ·than before.~He wa 
~ ; ~h t . c ~ to the.·'.- ritin s o~~ the. I . Pre id nt ~w~ ; ~ut 
ih -Bible . h. ·. chief .d li ht, ~d .~ studied · his sermons with 

idiµty; h wr9te them al~· ost at' Je9gth,.thougb he did no 
., . ·. -in th~ ~ulpit~~e! was ihe author of an e cell nt . J so --

. · · , ·on 1-. on religious %ea{. , . . 
II • J '~ ( \ : 
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doth merchant, he had among his other premises a · 
large romn which he appropriated to the worship_ of 
God, principally for the· use of the Bapti ts, to whom 
he now decidedly attac~ed himself. Salendine Nook, 
where he was a n1embe111, \Vas at the distance of three. 
miles, and like many o~her meeting-houses which the 
Baptists formerly e~ecfed, stood in a very solitar , 
dreary situation. He, :however, made a point of at­
tending there lvith his f~miJy regularly on Lord's Days. 
till towards the close. ~of life, when he generously, 
at his sole expense, erected a handsome place of wor­
ship for the convenience and accon1modation of Lock­
wood and the neighbourhood. 

The meetings at the p~riod now referred to, were 
chiefly kept up on week days. Mr . .I-lartley, Mr. Crab­
tree,*- Mr. Parker 9f B~rnoldswick, and the subject of 
this Memoir, were the. principal preachers, and attended 
there in rotation. ~heir visits were rendered very 

•.A wel~~autbenticated an~cdote has often been related in private · 
circles, which, as it may serve to give some idea of .Mr. Crabtree's 
method in preaching, is her~ recorded. H e was remarkable, like 
many of hi~ brethren at thH;t day, for being slow and sententious in 
the beginning of his ·discoyi·se, and gradually becoming more ani­
tnated as he entered into his sl:lbject. A simple, honest man, who 
had the ~e of a fulling ~ill, which he could only leave at inter· 
Vais, urged by curiosity, .stepped into . the room to hear what the 
preacher, who had just t~ken his text, had to say. Attending 
more to sound than sense, he saw few attractions · in what dropped 
from his lip1, and quickly returned to his mill; he was, however, in­
duced to go again before the conclusion of the . sermon, when so 
great a change had taken place in tht! .preacher's manner, that he 
aupp~sed a different person~ )Vas addre~sing th congregati.on, ob· 
tening to ·a by-stand~r, th~t he had _ ightly judg d, thttt he who 
had o little to say when .. he· was in btfore would soon be obli ed to 

cHne down ancl make w"y for another.
1 
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pleasing f-9 them by the primitive hospitality, piety, 
zeal, and frankness, of their kind host, and the uncom-

o pirit for hearing the word of God which pervaded 
all rank . In looking over the account of sermons 
preached at different places by the deceased, Lockwood 
occurs for the first time April 16, l 771. The text was, 
. • Other foundation can o man la:y, than that is laid, 
which is Christ Jesus.' In the subsequent accounts of 
intinerant preaching, Lockwood is very often men-
tioned. 

A much esteemed minister, who was at that time' resi-
dent in the village, and who, after having received his 
first impressions from hearing Mr. Venn, regularly at­
tended these services, has kindly co1nmunicated the 
following particulars : 

''. Of those worthies whose names are dear to the 
... denomination to which they belollged, and to Christian­
:. ity •tself, your father, as far as my judgment went, was 
·_ not inferior to any. A very venerable appearance, ac .. 
, cording to the costume of the times, a mind of deep 
.. research, the strength of his arguments, the fervour of 
··. his mind, and sense of the importance of eternal things, 
·,-which · ~peared in ·the whole of his demeanour, pro­
:< duced a strong and lasting eifect upon the minds of his 
. :.~ bearers. At the moment I write this small testimony 

... __ of respect, not only to his memory, but to the memory 
~- of I .times, I feel more than I am a\lle to describe ; 
·.the imp ·on then made remain , nd will remain, 

· ;to the lat t ·· period of my life. · · ·R~col eetion i a plea­
{ t an<:\ profitable exercise of the· mind, and espeCially 

, ~ · hen it rings to view the day of, the right hand of 
h · · · • h. and t sea ons of: h ;verily-vi ita: ·on. 
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father at that time, I shall mention, as having struck me 
pa1ticularly. You will not expect that I should be able 

· from memory to say n1uch on what was delivered Jnore , 
, . ' 

than forty years ago, being then very young. The first · 
sermon I peard was ~rom Rom. ii. 16 : ' In the day,' &c. 
(This was preached, as appears from the diary, May 29, 
1771.) The believer's trials and supports was the su -
ject of another. The last I shall ,mention was on Eze­
kiel's vision of the wheels,' in the first chapter of hii 
prophecies, as representing the mystery of Providence. 
This attracted particular attention." 

The collection of -papers in the hands of the writer 
contains a letter, dated Watford, near London, Aug. 15, 
1770, · addressed to .. his parent by the late truly pious 
and amiable Dr. Stennet. It cannot no\v be ascertained 
how the correspondence first commenced :l but, though 
no personal . interview had taken place, there appears, 
even at that early period, to have been a mutual regard, 
whic.h wa&,.afterwards greatly increased, and remained 
unabated, tin death produced a separation. . The de­
lightful retreat at Muswell Hill, to which the Doctor 
removed in · .... the decline of life, with his courteous 
behaviour and the . ,charms of society under his hos­
pitable roof,, afforded high gratification and pleasing 
reflections to many., and to none more than the de­
ceased. 

"DEAR SIR, 
"I received yours.of July, and was greatly comforted 

with the contents of it. I intended to acknowledge it 
tooner, but one engagement or other prevented. ~My 

alth has been indifferent, but I bless God · am now 
me hat better. Thia I w. ite from my mother • who 

. ..,.,, 

- ' 
; 
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lives at the distance of nearly twenty miles from 
.London. He1· health being in a declining state, I 
think it my duty to be with her as much as possible. 
. " I sincerely sympathiz'e with you in the distres 
you have felt on account of some misunderstand. 
ings in yo_ur church, and rejoice to find that, through 
your prudent and Christian conduct, and the blessing 
Or God, they have in any measure subsided : Trust, 
!ny dear brother, in God, and you will still find him 

.~igh at hand to help you. Jesus, the great Head 
Qf the church, is touched w!th his people's infirmities, 
~nd2 doubtless, has a tender comp~sion for his faithful 
'1inisters when exercised with such trials as these. I 
,l,_ave no doubt the good of immortal souls, and the 
Jleace of the community you preside in, are your grand 
~bjects. Having these in· vi~w, a prudent, meek, firm, ~ 

"11d pep evering conduct, ~ill, with the Divine blessing, 
.~rr,r YOll through great . difflculties, and make you su. 
J)erior to ~ . the discoqrageme~ts which the devices of 
~ tan, and the foolish passion~ of men, may throw in 
your :Way. And 0 remember, my dear friend, how 
gpod.~ master you serve, and wb~t exceeding gre;µ and 
pfeciou promises M has made . £or you.r support and 

·~m.fort. . . T~ is the tim,e of tda.l ~d ,s1dfering; but 
t ; e d~y of. rewards and tril.lmpli . 1~ilhp,eedily.. ·Ome, 
! ': h:ejoice with you in . the success of your ministry, 

apd particularly in the instaµce you mention, wherein 
~e ~at power and goodne$s of God ·were seen ~ . There 
,: . , · · · metliing ·truly ·rem · ble . i it.. An .ardent 
, , ; -~ J·to be u ful ·to-the soulsj of en is frequently, 
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y
1

our work, and I doubt . not the Lord will be with 

you. 
" I thank you n11:1ch · for the esteem and affection 

which you express, tho.ugh undeservedly, for me. I as­
sure you I feel my heart knit to you ; and I doubt not 
you will favour me with an interest in your prayers at 
the throne of grace; I need then1, much need them, ' 
so great is the work to which Providence has called 1ne, 
and so unequal am I of myself to it. . 'Ve have had 
lately some additions to the church, and h~ve yet s01ne 
more in prospect. 

" You 'vill re1nember me affectionately to all friends, 
particularly Mr. Hartley, when you see him. 'Vishing 
you much of the Divine presence, and every needful 
blessing, I remain, 

" Your very affectionate friend and brother, 
" SAMUEL STENNETT." 

" It will always give me pleasure to hear of your 
health (which the Lord of his mercy establish), and of 
your welfare in every respect. Adieu.'' 

Those who are acquainted with the late Dr. Stennett's 
writings must be pleased to observe, in , his private cor­
respondence, the same lovely spirit by 'vhich they were 
distinguished. His own life and character were a 
~triking comment on the discourses ~e published, on 
Personal and Social J~e.ligion. 

• 
An:io_ng .the young, persons to whom l\'Ir. F's. mini -

terial l~bours we~e blessed at this time, the course of 
the narrative now leads our attention. to th late Re . 

1\1 

I •. 
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John Sutcliff of Olney. l-Je was born and brought up 
in a sequestered spot about four miles from W ainsgatet 
on the borders of Lancashire. Under the eye of his 
pious pai-·ents he was trained up with great care. He 
\Vas . pres~rved from associating with ungodly com­
panions, and early instructed in the leading truths of 
Christianity. The family ·were in the habit of attend .. 
ing at the old. Baptist meeting .. house, in their own vici .. 
nity, called Rodhill End ; but as there was service at 
ihat place only every other Sabbath, theyi. went on the 
intermediate one to W ainsgate; and under the ministry 
9£ the W O:fd there, l\Ir. Sut.cliff was brought to a saving 
knowledge of ·the truth, and joined the church in 1769, 
fleing then in hi~ seventeenth year. 
. From~ his infancy he showed a fondness for books ; 
;ind with l'ttle *'8Sistance, except what he obtained from 

~. · private r~1,1ding, he acquired a competent acquaintanGe 
with the branches of learning commonly taught in 
~ou.n~ y schools .. In the fifteenth or sixteenth year of 
bis age, h~ occasionally assisted the Rev. Dan Taylor, 
jn a school which he had e~tablished at Birchcliffe. 
·puring hi attendance thei;e, Mr. Taylor encouraged his 
taste for learning by ipi~iatjng him in the rudiments of 
~h~ L~tin tougu~; th~ir intercourse was also of advan­
l~ t . Mr~ Sµ,tcliff in the best,things. H~s subsequent 
:deter;m~n ti91' t unite w~th t~e church ~t W ainsgate, 

, . ~:naturally led o to . a more .intim te ~quaintance with 
:the minister and people ~f that place. From the 
ifollowing letter he appear to have laboured, like lnany 

·. ~other good men, at some seasons, under heavy dis-
.. · · · T e he took ca ·on to tate to his 
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" l\'I Y DEAR YouTH, " Wainsgate, Feb. 9, 1771. 

" That you are still complaining of the power and 
prevalence of indwelling sin, is no matter of surprise 
to me. We find one of the .most eminent of Christ's 
!ervants crying out on this account, ' 0 \Vretche<l n1an 
that I am, who shall deliver n1e fro1n the body of this 
death ? ' Be not discquraged ; Christ was n1anifested 

that he mig~ht destroy: the 'vorks of the devil. CmTy 
your sins and diseases t9 the foot of the cross; lay open 
your sores, your wounds, and bruises, before hin1, and 
plead the pro1nise he has n1ade, ' I will in no wise cast 
out.' 'Vrestle with him for sin-subduing grace, and lay 
hold on his strength by the hand of faith. J\Iillions of 
poor sinners have taken this course, and none ever failed 
of success. No mean. is so effectual for the mortifica­
tion of sin, as r constart converse with Jesus in this 
manner. May the goo_d Lord establish your heart with 
grace, and confirm you .to the end ! Assure yourself of 
my steady affection for you, as one of the children God 
has given ine, and acc;ept of this_ small token of the 
same from 

" Your unworthy prother and pastor, 
" J. FA lVCETT .'' 

. 'rhe followiog is an extract from one of Mr. Sut­
cliff's letters, written · ~ome time~ as appears from the 
date, after the rcceipt -<:>f the above ::, ' 

" HONOURED p A~TOR, 
" . It is now . & loJig time since I expressed my 

thoughts to you in writing. Though I feel many dis-­
agf:ln nts, I trusn have ground to a.y, that · li­

M 2 
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ion has been for some time on the advance in my soul. . 
As my acquaintance with Divine things, and kTiowledge 
of my own heart, increase, I hope the grace of humility 
is also in ex rcise. I find a g"rowing pleasure in reli­
gious opportunitie , and the thought of being deprived 
of them would be very distressing to me. 

" The more closely I am engaged in religion, and 
he more I live under its powe ·, the more enjoyment 

and satisfaction I experience from it. The path of duty 
is not only the .path of safety, but of pleasure. My 
Jnind is generally most comfortable 'vhen lowest in the 
valley of humiliation ; for then I am led to cleave unto 
God as my chief good; but, alas ! I often forsake my · 
own mercies. Many things are ready _to captivate 
my affections, and to divert iny attention from what I 
ought daily to live in the pursuit of; my heart is per­
petually prone to forsake the Lord, and to turn aside to­
crooked paths.-

,, Straithey Head, April 13, 1771." 

Mr. Sutcliff, having an increasing desire to improve 
_his mind, frequently went to \Vailisgate, not only on the 
Lord's Day, but at other times. He \received during 
'these visits considerable assistance in the study Or Engli~h 

. '.grammar, and made some progress in the_ classics. At 
;one period he resided several weeks at a house near 
;Wai . gate, that he might be under .the eye of his 
:P or, and pursue · his studies without interruption. 
:During this intercourse he gave sUch proofs of his piety 
:and bilities,_ that his fri nds . ~W reason to hope that 
'. ,ei a de igned, by th t Head of the -church, . for 
pu. 'c .1sefulnes . . ith a vieW to this, th y recom­
---·--··- hin to the p troriage of the Bristol Education 
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Society. Being adm~tt <l on the' li . .t of stu<l nts, so 
great was the ardour of his mind to enjoy the benefit of 
that institution, and by preparatory study to obtain 
such knowledge and qu~lifications as· might contrihute 
to render him acceptable and useful as a mini ter, that 
what would have been formidable obstacles to many, did 
not at all deter or disco~1~agc his inind from engaging 

in this hallowed pursuit. Though of a '''cakly con­
stitution, he trav~lled ·on foot from his native place to 
Bristol (a distance of about 200 ~iles) in the depth of 
winter. I-le was a str~nger on the road; but the ex­
pences of the journey, which he performed · ~ in about 
seven days, fell short of twenty shillings. He often 
travelled afterwards on foot, solely with a view t.o save 
a little money for the purchase of books. 

In what manner he conducted himself there, will be 
evident from the following letter to his pastor, written 
by the Rev. Hugh Ev~ns, who, in conjunction with his 
son, the Rev. Caleb EYans, presided over that excellent 
institution. From th~ beginning of the letter it ap­
pears that Mr. Sutcliff ~was at the time indisposed:-

'' DEAR SIR, " Dristol, .June 4, 1773. 

" I was favoured with yours in due course, and wa 
very willing our frienn Sutcliff should return to you 
immediately, if he an~ the Doctor had thought it ad­
visable ; but as they cl~d not, he has continued with us 
to the present. time. · lie has behaved with great pro­
priety, and ~~eably · to his character and profes ion 
while with us ; he stands high in the esteem of hi 
tutors and friends here, and where he ~as occasionally 
preached: . Hi~ labours at rrrowbridge, in the la 
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acation, ere of great serv · ce to he intere t, and 
uch appro ed of by the church. They have had their 

e e upon him for their pastor ; and if his health permit 
he till de ire it. There i a pleasing prospect of 

ch good eing done there. 
' Hi progres.. in hi tt dies has been as con iderable 
could be e .. pected. He ha lately gone through a 

: cour e of e perimental philosophy, hich I hope ill 
of ad antage to him. He ha hitherto dnne you, as his 

o , and the church hich recommended him to us, 
m ch honour. I tru t he ill be spared for great 

fuln in the church of God, and be a burning and 
hining light in his day. 

I presume, hen you have heard him for some time 
he church will give him a call to the mini try, her­

e er Providence may direct him to labo r. I ope his 
· . no exceed h · prudence in the services he 

ay . t empt bile ith you, and that he will take ·care 
o to injure hi heal h. When he vacation · over, 
e all e pect him here to p rs -e what he ha egun, 

and pr cuted thu far with so m ch succ Yd 
have~ dea ir, our sincere and hearty wi hes for your 
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Extract of .a letter from l\1lr. Sutcliff: 
" Bristol, Nov. 4, 1778. 

" Many are the vicissitudes attending all things here 
below. One, minister i after another leaves the stage. 
May the Lord enable \IS properly to act our parts while 
on the scene of action ! Our concerns are weighty ih­
deed. As the painter. said, ' Pingo in reternitatem,' so 
we may say, ' Conc~onamur in reternitatem.' If we 
cast our eyes around, what a sole1nn sight! Souls, im .. 
mortal, souls by multitudes hastening into another 
world, who have never -called seriously to mind why 
they came into this ! Let us cry aloud and not spare; 
be 'instant in $eason and out of season, abounding in the 
work of the Lord.' 1\fay the best of heaven's blessings 
descend upon you, and prosper all your labours in our 
Redee1ner's cause and interest in the world ! Amen.''• 

• During Mr. Sutcliff's: continuance at Bristol and after he had 
begun to preach, he recei~'.ed the following letter from the Rev. 
Dan. Taylor. It shows ~be interest he took in the welfare of hia 
young friend; and its intrinsic excellency, it is presumed will be 
iUffi ient apology for insent.ing it here : 

" ESTEEMED FRIEND, 

" With great pleasure I pften hear of you, and desire to adore the 
conduct of Divine Providence towards you. May God give you a 
thankful, . humble, upright . heart, a watchful spirit, and a serious 
mind! With trials you are a little acquainted; more and greater 
will probably come upon ,)~Ou. But he is faithful who hath said, 
'As thy days, so shall thy strength be.' Here is a never-fail• 
ing support. · Oleave to t'1is God, and you are perfoctly safe. l 
should be glad of a line ftom you, or rather of a long letter. In 
this l wish you to give me Ii short account of Bristol · and the eeigh­
bouring parts, especially ~ to the state of religion ~ Is there one 
General Baptist in all the West of England, who believes in those 
truths which we con.sider as essential to the Gospel ? 

'' Be atc}1ful over youi:· spirit : . prize and redeem time : trust not 
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The duties of Christian ministers are so diversified 
· and important, and their influence so extensive (if they 
· conduct themselves so as to be respected), that much 
relating to the best interests of society depends. upon 
them. They have it not only in charge to feed Christ's 
sheep, but to endeavour to gather and tend the lambs 
of the flock, to go out after them in the wilderness till 
they find them. The Divine precept to them, as well 
as to parents, is to use all proper means, by warnings 
and instructioi{s, in order to train up the youths who 
attend their ministry 'in the way in which they should 
go;' to bring them up ' in the nurture and admonition 
-of the Lord.' 

How often have prejudices been removed, and the 
· affections o,f young persons won · by kind expressions 

arid coDdeScending attentions ! There is, indeed, the 
greatest hope of success among those whose vicious 

; habits are not deeply fixed. It would be well if this 
• truth. Were ~ore attended to. 'rhe hopes of familie~· 
. a~d C~risti~n sO~leties depend upon the rising gene~a­
. tion ; if they unhappily ·are overlooked or neglected, 
·• how gloomy the prospect ! John, the beloved disciple, 
· ~n . his .epistl.es often mentions the children of those per­
. sons to· whom ~e wrote, in the most tender. · manner. ~ 
: 'l have no greater joy than to hear. that thy children 
: walk in.the t~th;' and in the; close of one of his epistles 

' ;;1.,' ·-·: . •:'.' . ; . ... . • -

. your d,eceit ul hear~ ·: live upon. ~e promises : study the GOspel 
: ~los1?ty: : pray m~ .ati<1 fervently : ·always . go forth in the strength 
• of th~ ! .Lor4 Gbd: be · ~areful of your health : cijsregard the ap-
. ~ : . . o( men: ·a't · ·~ .the advice ~f the aged, #le serious, and 
~ JUdiCJ~ - • ~ . . . , _ . , . ! . 

. ·, . i"" . • f' • 

· : ' .. • . ~d~ear ith my fre~dom6 and b.elieve me,. . . 
· · · · ~' Yours . cordially;- . . 

·t ;·:. 'I · • ~' · D .• ·TAYJ.<>~.'~ 

he ad 
languc 
Amen 

Ecc 
freque 
called 
~Ad 

\Vhat 
f care 
impor1 

that, 
young 
of sev 
ration 
intim2 
recom 
in pri 
raged, 
was£ 
crease1 
and c1 
Tayln 

in thi: 
~tall. 

partic1 
what . 
flUill:el 

the _pa 
inhabi 
ofsom 

ho·d 
nd in 
0 ~d. · 



iversified 
I (if they 

it 1nuch 
ds upon 
Christ's 

te lamb 
ness till 
as well 

·arnings 
.hs who 
·should 

tonition 

lDd the 
~essions 

~d, the 
vicious 
if this 

amilies 
.. , 

~enera­

lected, 
isciple, 

m pe~-
1nnei;. ~ 
Lildren 
pistles 

Gospel 
~ength 

he .ap-
1s, and 

JOHN I~ .. A 'VCETT, D. D. 169 

he addresses then1 .himself, in figurative, but nervous 

language, ' Little childi;en, keep yourselves from idols. 

Amen.' 
Ecclesiastical history records that in his sermons he 

frequently paused, turned to the young of his fl ock and 

called their attention in such words as the following : 

·' Ad vos juvenes,' ' t his is for you young persons.' l 

'Vhat a model for the in1itation of all who have the 

~ care of souls,' of all sharges the most 'veighty and 
important ! The writer has no hesitation in saying 
that, through a. Divin~ blessing, the revival among 
young persons at \V ai.nsgate, and the bringing forward 
of . several " ,. ho were afterwards useful in their gene-­

ration as private Christians and public characters,. lVere 
intimately connected with the line of conduct here 
recommended. Young children were catechized, both 
in private and public; a taste for r .ading was encou­
raged, by the loan of books ; a small circ 1lating library 
was formed out of th~ mi1 ister's own coliection, .in-

.~ . 
creased by a s1nall quar~rly contribution in the church 
and congregation. In . (!onjunction with the Rev. Dan 
Taylor, the first bovlc society, · on a more general plan, 
in this part of the country, was established at I-Iept.on­
~tall. Ignorance is the parent of many vices, and in 
particular · of vulgaritJ and disorderly habits. . Of 
what importance the ~bove society, and almost in­
ll~m.eraQle o~hers · (of Which it may justly be termed 
the _par~nt}, have been, in civilizing the manners of the 
inh bitants, it would be impossible to say. Amusel}l~nt · 
of some kind are necessary for young persons ; and tbose 
who direct their attention to such as are truly rational 
·and improving to. the mind, are, in the best sense of the 
wotd,.-benefactors to m~qkind. The books selected f ~r: . . 
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librarie er princip Uy on di ·nity, · h hi to. 
ric nd biogr phical or , account of travel "C. 

mini ~ter may thu greatly benefit the ri...ing genera­
. on, by directin~ their attention to such public tion a 

h enl r e and lea e the mind; and ·bile he ho 
uch n int r t in their elfare, if they are sen i le of 
he lue of his ad ice, hey ill love and revere him ~ 
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is appended to the preface, his real one being pro­
bably withheld to avoid entering further into con­
troversy. 

This publication was In answer to a pamphlet, enti­
tled " The Triumph of Truth:" sorne other attacks on 
the divinity of Christ are also noticed. · I-le ch se tQ 

convey his sentin1-ents in verse ; not only from having 
a strong propensity to cburt the l\J uses, but because, as 

Mr. Pope says, " Wh t ·is so written, both strikes the 
reader more forcibly at first, and is 1nore .easily retained 
by him afterwards." 'fhe ar.gumcnts in defence of the 
divinity of Christ, so far as they are drawn imtne­
diately from the Holy criptures, are stated in a trik. 
ing and compreh n , iv,c manner, with ref. r nces, at the 
foot of ach pag , to\he passages quoted. The rapid 
sale of s v ral dition , some of which were published 
in London without the author's knowl dge, showed 
the estimation in which it was held, as containing a 
ummarY view of th subject. 

In March, 1772, h ·,, for the fir t time, went up to 
London, b ing invit <l to officiate for Dr. Gill, .who, 
through age nd infi~miti s, was incapacitat d for hi 
public labour ,, A short account of this journ y is now 
before th rit r of the e pages ; and it afford many 
proofi of the int r st he took in the objects that h re 
pr nt d th m Iv s to view, which must have been 

culi iy attra tiv t9 on emerg·ing from o r tir d a 
ituat on ; ut h ) p.r s th T at t atisf; ction in 

th · ty f h i ti ~ mini t , whom h had 
only nown by cor , ·. pond n , or y p ru in 

1 ct d from t 
t Mr. 



Z h. iii. I : ' In thnt dny ,' & . .Tu t b for the 
b nn r c iv d a lct t r, which in6 r d me 

th t y d · nr wifo wa. ve y ill. Thi affi' t rn 
tly. r l h< Ip me ! My tr ul l · follow m v ry 

h r ; u t I ulc ~ ot r piu ! " 

" ·d' ny, April 5.-Pr ch d at r. ill' 
m ti > , 1 r 1ing and aft rno n, fro1 l t r, ii. 7 : 
' nt y u that b li v h i pr ciou ,, In th v ning 
at Dr. ifford' . I wa c n fortable all th dajr. 0 
wh t a m r 'Y ! " 

" M nd y, April 6.- aw t1 c Museum, wh re arc 
t n thous nd b auties of nature and art. Th o pel 

· writt - in gilt lett r , the Egyptian mummie , the 
; coJI tion of bird , &c. struck me v ry much." 

u: Tue day, April 7.-1 ard Dr. Con r, at Pinner' 
· . . · 11,_'n the mornin , on Eph. i. 7 : ' \V h v red mp· 
: tion,' · c. ·My . oul w ri hly £ d und r thi di cour e. 
·I _th v nin , Mr. M dl'y pr ach d in ~oodman' 
· Fi Ids, from A t v. 31 : ' I im h th od alt d,' 

• p I Of h i t s a prin : I. I i u h by 
ha 11 th · n bl and ami ble ualitie 
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atan may a ault we hould ma a t nd against him 
'by th ~word f th pirit.' ,, 

" L rd's Day, Apl'il · 12.-P1~a 'h ·d twic " at Dr. 
Gill' 1 tin and wa. greatly as ist cl fr m ahov .. 
O what r ns n have I to IJ thnt kfnl ! My tc. t in the 
morning wa. " 1\I "l'cy ·hall he built up for vt\r.' " 

During hi!S ontinuance in London, he prea hcd, n: 
app ar fron1 his diary, fifty- ·ight tim . 

llc wns ab cnt from. his fan1ily nn<l flock, at this 
time, about nine week ·; ~nd, omc time after hhs return, 
was invit d, in consequence of l)r. Gill's decease, to g·o 
again, with a vi W to a pcr1nnnrnt residence there. 
Many thing s emEd to urge an acceptance of this 
invitation, · as he had ._ a . prospect, both with re8p ct to 
temporal supplies and c .. ~tcndc<l uscfuln ,. ss, far superior 
to any thing which hi:.'1?re· ent situation wa ev r likely 
to afford. I is income as a n1 inistcr, ha<l n vcr x­
ceeded 251. p r anntiru ; and though a revival had 
taken plac , and the c-Ongrcgntion increa c<l, cveral 
circum tanc in th .. tate of the church rendered hi . 
resid nee among them often unpl asant. 

Th dw lling-hous was ex tr · mcly mall and incon. 
venient, which was now particularly felt, as he had a 
growing family of young childr n, requiring more room 
and increasing supplies. Th qu stion of removal wa 
seriou ly agitated, and so far r solved upon, with the 
advlce of many of his friends, and the cons nt of some 
in the church, who were ·well aware that what they .had 
been accustomed to raise could not afford an adequate 
upport, that part of the furniture nd ·books were 

sold, and other preparations made for hi departu·re ; 
but h' affection for hl little flock, which he had so long 
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tended 'in the wilderucs~,' would not sufier him to 
leave thctn when the trial cn1ne. 'rhose disinterested 

,~i ws which first dctcr1nined him to settle in this . c­
duded spot operated so forcibly, that he coul<l not 
desert his post. Like the country clergyman, 

"He ne'er had chang'<l, nor wi fi h'tl to change, his place." 

When he found his inind to waver, he intimated to the 
1.eople that 40/. a-year would be the extent of his wishes; 

but though they hesitated, and even declined entering 
into any engage1nent to raise that sum annually, his at .. 
tachment to thetn was so deeply fixed, that he concluded, 
a.t once, to cast hin1self upon Providence, and live and 
die with thetn. 

Such a line of conduct as this 1nay not lJC proper 
as a general precedent; prudence may frequently die~ 

· t~te a deviation from it ; yet it exhibits many traits of 
character which arc endearing i~ the mun, the Christian, 
qnd the tniuister. It shows a delicat~ und solemn sense 
of the duties of the pastoral office, not to Le deserted, 
except for the n1ost urgent and satisfactory reasons ; 

teadiness of attach1nent, con1passionatc regard, and 
d~n~erested love, where that love perhaps has seldom .t _with suitable returns. Of this the Apostle Paul 
~~bi~d a most ~dmirable instance, when he says, 

• :1. will v~ gladly spend and be spent for you ; though 
t4e IJl .re a~undantlf I love you, tl) less I be loved.' 
. , Ti.e event no• ' rebl.ted. was certainly of great im­

_· > ,·~in t~t ~~e of be subJect of this Memoir. It 
d! ,, in om rt, th cri$0 

whic4 gave a new impulse 
· -tq.)1t ~nd 8: · d v~ ws. and it was a re olution of which 
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had many trial~ to cncotmtcr .. the blC'~sing- (Jf Provi ­
dence a tt c 11 d c ( l his c x t T ti on~, h <> t h to prov i cl e for h j -» 

family, a11.l to prmnotc the king,dom of ( ~hrist in that 

neighbourhood \\/here lw now re~ol ved to spend the 

remainder of his days; to which resolution he after­
wards ~tea<lily a<lhert\d, though he \Vas often pressed to 
remove to n1orc inviting situations. 'fhe notes of the 

two sermon~ he pn\achcd on the Lord's l)ay, after he 
had given uµ all thoughts of going to Lo11Jon, show 
the state of his n1ind at that period, both with respect 
to himself~ .. as an individual, and his family. 'fhe cir­
cumstance is noticed on hoth. in red ink, .August 9, 
1772. The former is on resi~.,rnation to the J)ivinc will, 

from Lev. x. ~) : ' Aaron hdd his peace: ' the latter on 
depcndance upon Provid( 1nce, fron1 Luke xii. 15: 'A 
man's life consi~tcth not in the abundance of the things 
which he possesseth.' In this sermon he first illustrates 
the point asserted in the text-showing that abundance 
is not essential to life, or the comforts of it-that it will 
neither prolong life, 11or give contentment-that many 
live more comfortablv who have not uhundance, than .,, 

others who arc in opulent circumstance~, a little that 

a righteous man hath being better than the riches 
of many wicked-that abundance will neither prevent 
cares and disquietudes, crosses and losses, nor secure 

from those afflictions which are incident to n1an ; from 
these and other forcible considerations, the most power­
f'ul arguments are drawn to submit to the disposals of 
Providence, to live as strangers and pilgrims in the 
earth, and to direct our desires and wishes to those 

objects which are not seen and eternal. 
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Th p in ip l if not the only in titution th · J3apti t 
.h d t th' tim , for tr ining up young men with a view 
t h mini try, W!i at · ri tol. To that place, a we 
hav I fore r lat d, Mr. John Sutcliff wa ent ; but 
·• hou ·h th advant enjoyed under the car of the 

v. ~ u h ~van w r de rvedly held in high esti. 0 

mation, y t the r moteriess of th situation, and the 
incr a of church in th north of England, for which 
. up li s w r with difficulty obtained, rend .r d a similar 
~ tablishment th r highly de irable. Th ubject was 
. ntioned to Mr. Evan himself, as appears from the letter 
air ·· dy in ·•rted, to Mr.Ryland, and other mini'sters, who 
8.11 a prov d of it. Many g ntl m n in London were also 
favourabl to the d si n. In consequenc of th se as-
;uranc s of encourag m nt, a circular . was drawn up, 
,cidr ed to mini ters and others, and signed by John 
· aw ett and John Sandys, who was a young man 
tecomm nd d as a likely . as i tant in this undertaking. 
: . An .extract from the circular may.not be unaccept· 
•ble to the reader. , . 

'' W ainsgate., June J 8, 1773. 
. " W trust it is our pbject to promote the cause and 0

Jlte t of our Lor4 J u Christ, and it i our most 
~ t d ire th~t th~ ff orts we are now d irous to 
. , . . ·may b crowned; with succ • s, and the tokens of 
tJie pitln appr9~ation. 

1
. lt will also greatly contribute 

if;> our. ati .. ction:to hay your concunence and friendly 
; . • . ~c · ·n th • oi:k j in which :we are en ag d, viz. 
lie trainin up o~ 1plou iyo~n· m . n fo . the . iqi try. 
: ' Th nd d sign w, hav in view i to fu nish th 
, o Chri t' 'with, liv ly, z alou , judicious, di • ; .. 
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int. r mini ters of tl\ Word. We n d not ay 
how much th y ar at pr · nt want d. Th yo th to 
be admitt d hre such nl n)b 1\ of B pti t churche 
app ar to have promi ing ~biliti ~ r the .min' try. W 
ar ·con ciou , that no lit · rary adv ntng , without ti 
abov , wili constitut a mini ter of hris . 

" W purpose (through Divine as i tanc ) to use 11 
prop r nd avours for impr ~in the minds f thos 
who may come und r ou~ car ., \vith a de p and liv ly 
s nse of the awful and important nature of th worl : 
to recommend the duties of self-d nial and charity, and 
continually direct them t.o ~e k the light and iUidanc f 
th Divine Spirit, to nlig~t ~ th ir mind , enlarge and 
trengthen th ir mental .powers, -and . assi t their pro­

gr s in all th branches 1 o~ u eful know ]edge. And in · 
order to preserve a lively sense of Divine things on 
their minds, it is proposed that they spend, · xclu ive 
of the duties of the family 1tnd the closet, one hour 
together, every day' in - singing and prayer ; ver re­
membering that those mini ters who live ·n arest to 
God are the most lik ly, by their labour , to bring 
other~ to him, and con quently ans"rer the important 
end of a gosp I ministry. ~ : 

" everal cnndidat haye propo ed th ms ~y .s ; we, 
th .ref or , hop you will r comm nd the de ign · to such 
of your friends &$are likely to encoufag~ it." 

An enlargement ·of th · pt~emise at Wains ate be­
e me' 1indisp sably eces . a y to afford ·accommodation 
£ · t o ~ ho ere a O'.Ut - to resid in. the · hou e, d 

n· th· i · studie ; · · Whil the addition n 
.... A .... "' ~ m kin , tb fl mily too ·u ti i 

'I t ~ r ·ho t n · h o • 
N 

•• 

{, 

• 
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nd a · half. cco din · to 

..,.,..n·~o um. now ~ fore . e, he ~ e July ~7, 
I 

: 1772 :-he w t e t min· ter t Rochdale, wh 

; I 

l ot 

.,.., .......... ·n d o ·, ye ; d · now, in · declining 
~~·----:Y employ~ as ~ min· er in · coin hire. 

di · onal '. buildings w e .co pleted, three 
were · '. ccessiv ly. added to the nwn­

qf st ent.s : Mr. ~ohn Hindle, wbQ quitted his se-
; · emp oy, ~v. !l, ;1772; Mr. Thomas 'Slater, Nov. 

' · 1778; · anO· ~. \George Townend :-they have 
j o e ye ag · n ·. ~ed their . cpurse on earth. Mr. 
; Hi e was dist' guis~~ as a popular and very elo­
~ t f . : ; h~ '*as first settled at Halifax, and 
~ . in •t ~ s~. : ~· .. Slater became a clergyman 
i 0: · ... the . Ch, ch ~ &gland · Mr. Townend was after· 
\ .~ or_ • . p t.o 

1 

·of the church at Ac;~n in 
~ · ·. e, he · e be e ded l;lis days, m ch re_ pec~d.~ 

er · .61:\ on otj!asiQD of his decease as preached 
. , . • t1 tpr, and ~n ~r printed. The text was Psal 

iv. 19: 'Many ar~ the aftJictiQD ef the rig teous,' 
. l 

~ . m;· · Har·!~ . ti.ii livi~~ ·oog " . t& p e ,cb 
·oo.r .... t . g . _ ot . te m tbef; 
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ni ntJy t th min y, .ithout any pen e to t in .. 
't ion.-The m. t pl · n ho an ctation 
e ente · ed · cting him : t ala ! th t dr ad­

ful malady, the. mall' o , hich form ly, lik the 
plague, pread its d va tations through the country 
bl ted this opening flo .·er, and consigned him to h ·. 
gloomy mansions of the grave. He had · kept up a re· 
gular correspondence with his most intimate ,friend, r. 
John Sutcliff. · An extra<!t from the last letter to him 

m too valuable to be c(>nsigned to oblivion. 

· "DEAR BROTHER, ~ "March 27, 1773. 

''Your epistle aITi.ved ~ on the 17th March. How 
do my spiiits rise and my ~eart leap for joy whenever I 
hear from you'! I know bY painful experience what it 
is to be deprived of a friend,-a friend do I say ? if 
there be any term more. ~enaer, I wish to use it: a 

m companion,~ne tljat is dear to me as my own 
soul! With hat regret do I look hack on the time 1 
have spent ·with you at my side !-Often engaged i 
~fitable conversation, th~ugh I have to lament . th o · 

me OCCQions the preciou~ moments were.mi ·mpro dt .. 
by the introdUction of · triflilig topics on my part, wh ·ch 
damped the holy flame of. · heavenly mindedness in · your 
~ and insepsibly ··b ought . on tpo light · a fram • · f 

mind. I , :: , \ • • · . 

~' The spring season is once more return. ; . and this :, 
•wn~···ft es to . .,remfud ·. ~.~e 1 of the ni ny d ~ ;h ful 

v . had: together,~ sometime in . t . v • 
,b· .. eti*1ie ·in th ver a · a : o 
ti ·otie autifl 1 p e e, do 

i 

2 
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~ with charn1ing flo N'ers, ·,vhich display the bounty of the 
. C .ator. But what are those entertaining scenes? 
iWhat are they when · ompD.red with the immaculate, 
:the . transcendently ·gl rious Immanuel, the Lamb of .. 
· God ? Do the ~e attract our senses to behold their beau-
• I 

• ty, and the eXquisite s~ill apparent in their formation ? 
. Q let us · at~entiv ly c~nsider for a few minutes the 
'beauties and excellenci s of ·the .Son of God !-He who 
js wisdom itself; who, was enthroned iri glory unap. 
:proachable ; he bowed! the heavens and came down ; 
; . 

;clothed himself in fleshJ ; liv:ed on earth ; and at length 
. ~died the accursed death of the cross. Here indeed all 

;wonders meei ! Here ~re beauties that far exceed the 
:wo of ._creation ! 1*re is love beyohd degree : he 
- ~ .ufl4 ed fo his enemie ,.,-the offended ·suffers to set 
th . ~ na rs free! 1 ~all We be . silent· in . his praise· 
~hp h we can no longer; uriite in· this holy ·exerdse? 

· t ·learn' a lesson fron1 th ·, tuneful lark : she begins 
•th th dawn of the .day, nor do.es she wait for com· 
ny jto oar · aloft With her !--No; ·when Nature 

. . ·1 . · upon h r, she Se~ms cOn'tented, tliough alone, to · 
_.arbl~\ t.he prai' s of her · bountiful · · Provider. 0 

; h t . ~a on have we to sing and t1iumph in the God 
. o r . vation ! , ~ Th, winter · now 'indeea past, and 
.· ~ttm .ot: the ·nging l.o~ birds1 iS C(Jine !.' .. ' .H,; r 

l . ' I ve h . · e . . J tanfc .thought ~£ . paying you a 
• d h . · asi~ • r ,to ;: present.. The 

. . ey !much all about u , an.d qas , been 
Ill ' . 

f • n , 
. . • • l 

m~ : Ung ~ 1t:_._ , ·o 
. ' . . . . . . . : t . 

w 11. Ma1 
wish you 
regard fo 
been lat I 
times in tJ 

"Begg· 

On the 
the follow) 

" This 
Day, MaJ 
died full 
He left hi~ 

1A>rd sanc1 

The fol 
particular . 
p viou ly, 

,. . "M~ . , 

. "MY 1: 
reached~ y1 

nx'· ty t~ 
end avQ r 

. . 
w o d r. 

ly; :tb 



ty of th 
cenes? 

~aculate, 
~amb of 
eir heau­
mation? 
ites the 
·He who 
y unap. 
! down; 
,t length 
deed all 
~eed the 
~ee: he 
s to set 
s prai e· 
Kerci e? 
~begins 

>r com-
Nature 
lone~ to 
ler. 0 
he God· 

t, and 

r you a 
• The 
as .been 

a 
r-

g OD 

JOHN FA '"C~TT, D. D. 181 

well. Many send their kind respects to you, and heartily 
wish you success in your $tudies. They express their 
regard fo1 you in the war~est terms. Mr. :Fawcett has 
been lately at Rochdale :~~he generally preaches four 
times in the week. 

( 

" Begging an interest ill your prayers, 
" I rem<tin, 

" Your unworthy but affectionate brother.'' 

On the back of the letter, l\fr. Sutcliff 
1

Q{tS written 
the f ollowingi memorandunl : 

. "This my dear friend ~ departed this life on Lord's 
Day, May 80, about six o~clock 'in the 1norning. He 
died full Qf comfort and. good hope through grace. 
He left his relatives and friends in the deepest distress. 
JArd sanctify this . ~ffecting.: stroke !" 

.The following I tter to 1\Ir. Sutcliff contains a more 
particular account. ~. lefter had been written to him 
p eviously, to inform hit~ Of his indisposition. 

·: "~y DEAR 81.R, . ,. "Wah~gate, May 90, 1779.· 
·. " MY last, dated . the 26th instant, I suppose has 
re~hed~ your hand. If. ~o, you will open this · with 
an~iety t~ k~ow how it fares. ·with ·your fri · ~d. I will 
endeavour to give you a ·IJlore particular account of bis 
· ril'der. It is about a fortnight since he . egan tO be 

pOo '1y ; :the eruptiOn appCafed on the w ednesdl;ly or 
· 'Fh , <4ly. . He w~s very f~ll, but seemed to go on well. 

·'it llim .ofteil, .and a(Ways found him co1 fortable . 
ind ; wholly resigped to the will of God ; and 

1~· ... ly tr ti iR the )Lord Je tis Chii Hor l\ll ~ · 

·<t,. 

. : 

. ' 

\ . 

; 

- ; ! 

. •· . 
; ~~ 
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tion. Thur day last, the disorder came to it 
··cri i . Many thought .him still in a fair way to recover,. 
b t I have had my fears of the co~trary, from the be 
ginning· of ~is jndisposition. I was with him some 
time that night. . He had, for . the most part, the com. 
mand of his senses. The pox seemed to fill and come 

· : forward well ; his cheeks were almost all in one, yet he 
• w never blind, till---Oh ! how shall I relate it ?~death 

closed his eyes: · 

cc Tommas, the Friend, is dead ! 0 empty name, 
0 earthly b~iss, 'tis all a painted dream .! 

'. You cannot, . my d~ar Sir, be ·more affected on reading 
• this account, · thail I am in communicating it, The 
~ dear, the lovely youth is no more ! No more shall we 
: ee his countenance sn1illng, nor hear his improving 
i.conver ation. ·You have rec~ived your last letter from 
·.him. But a· few hours before he .. died, I inquired whe., 

- ~ther I should write to inform you how he was. He re~ 
~: • , "· Tell him I ~xpect to die soon, and he may not 
1be long aft .r me." ~ On Friday about. fi've in the even~ 
'i.n'g, he had a great accession of fever ; was . very rest .. 
: fo · .ii · 4 ;delirious during the night ; · the swelling of his 
: . . ad · settl .d; ~d . the eruption feU in, Saturday 
j " . . I 

· i · · . · ng; ~ut three ; <tclock, he. ·sent fo me. He 
': . • d .my .. · lid ith great q.gern , and r told me he 
;. , ; ·. . · .. 1 · g ou b. · dying~,.: ·"but the Lo~d," 
~· y .he, ~ 4 

• ·_ ;Y, . fuge ;.. "y oul rµ ts i . him ; he is th 
l' · ;~of ... t. . 1n ·· my. po~ion ore .er!": 'The 

- · o . •th n .~ . ~f lo e, and there-
i .dn ' .at ; . dra n . ' :'. s· e 

------ mto the D .. • ood,t: I liav . e 

; t .~· ·. ~ ' .· p . . ~. ~· . 
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death ; and now the time . is come. I shall soon b in 
hi presence where ' there is fulness of joy,' and at his 
right hand, where. there are ' pleasures for evermore.' 
Come, Lord Jesus, comfort. my soul with the consolation 
of thy Spirit ; " 'vi th othe'.r expressions to the same pur­
pose. At his request I spent some time in prayer ; he 
seemed to join in ever_y petition, and was perfectly sen­
sible to the conclusion, when he was, for a short time, 
delirious. He afterwards addressed his relations ;-­
giving them the most pertinent . an~ season~ble advice, 
and in the tenderest manner. At proper intervals I 
asked him several questions, to which he gave such ra­
tional and satisfactory answers as amazed both myself 
and many others who heard him. John Foster being 
present, he seized his hand and said: " Oh, my friend, 
you are an old soldier ! I had but just as it ~ere entered 
the lists: pray for me, ~e have often prayed together · 
in our pilgrir;nage: let u~ do it now at parting." He 
was so deeply affected that he hesitated for a little 
time ; on whkh the dear youth, with a dear and audible 
voice,, engaged in prayer himself with great propriety : 
friends and ·relations were all bathed in tears, and listen~ 
ing.with eagefuess to therdying words of one to whom 
they were united by the strongest ties of affection.­
Amidst all he was composed, peaceful, and resigned.--
1 was ready to say : " Come . here and learn to die ! ,, 
H as red u that he was· as willing to depart from . this 

orld ·as ·e we "to go.· t'o -our o n homes. I went 
' I 

:v· ··t· him t· ri~ght, and found him till wor 
~i~. • !!·H . e , · ·a . mo t tender · regard fo · 

~r 1 
• I teld ·him 

• e in a ~ ..... -. 1-----
.fi .' 

-~~· d heh 

, . . ~ 
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o my children in bed . with him, nd id th . e 
on , ." that mu t o with him to glory." J mu t 

:confe thi truck me much. I stayed ever~l hour 
·; · ith hian; and when I took my leav~, ~e poke of de~ 
·p rting to-morrow. 
. ~' This morning (Lord's Day) l went down agQiq 
~bout six ; but he e. pired the very moment ·I got to 
the door. · I understood he had slept about three hour 
tery quietly, and lived two hours ~r.. 
. , " I cannot tell yot,t how much this mournful event 
qas affected .. my mind ; :but the deceased has glorifie<l 
~d, both in his life and in his death. Eight month~ 
. go he prepared an epitaph, to be put on his grave, 
&~one; - i~ i to this eff~ct ~ 
. . 
i 

~ '. 
t 
; 

; 

~' t 

,ff No lying stQne shall tell of m~ 
The things that are not true ; 

For what J was, ·and what you &re, 
.; The Judgment ·nay will show. · 

< ..' ~ . h a . · h i to ·be buried ori Wednesday next~ 
'Ii~ ·,good :Lord Jielp us to improve the aWful. Providence. 
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iduous att ntion r quisite in a seminary. wa 
minister, for a short tim , t Shr w bury, wh nc h 

. moved to London, and ha b n dead veral y ar . 
The care of the young m n thu devolved princi­

pally .upon Mr. F. having also begun to take a 
number of pupils of more t nder ag , hi time was , 
fully occupied; and the once solitary, sil nt abode at 
W ainsgate began to wear a very different appearance. 
.The duties of his p storal_ office U:lso closely engaged his 
attention. He was unw~aried in his di cha_1~ge of them, . 
~being instant in season and out of season.' . lle often 
mentioned, during his life-time, an expedient: he adopted 
for redeeming time, and -a~quiring' a more habitual readi­
ness in the composition . of ~ermon,s. He fixed regu­
larly upon some pa~sage of Scripture, to be a subject of 
meditation when he retired to rest, till he could. com­
pose himself to sleep; the ~onsequence of which was, that 
leep departed from him; and he, was obliged entirely 

to relinquish a plan which was destructive of his. health. 
He genefally preached nearly two hUndred time ·during 
the course of the year. ·He continued his w K:-day 

eetingS, when opportunity afforded, at th station in 
the surrounding neighbourhood which he before occu­
pied; and was frequently inv~ted to Haworth, Clough- . 
fold, · Bingl y, Bradford, . Gildersome, Bacup, Roch­
dale, &c.; in the infant cause, at the la t.named place, 
he too great .interest. The s ttlement th r , and u~-
. · fQI labour· .of his much .esteem d (ri nd, the·:. v~ 

honi Littl wood, many years '. ft r,, av him '.~ t 
· .. · faction. He 8 · t · d~ in · the year , 1771, . in th 
. , · ·n ·.tion of M . . ~-illia -~ Ro ;. at · utton, · wh 

_ _,_,~ ........ from i The • ii; ~..J; · 12: ' y .· , ~ __ ho 
. ~ 1 and in t.1.7 · at th · ~ . in tio , · f 

. : 

~ 
1 

.. ,· 
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a y, t Halifa . Hi te t Col. iv. 9: 
n ·mu ,: a f1 ithful and lo ed broth r,' &c. 
o c ion, wh th r at t · p iiod or some tlln 

, not b now preci ly ertain d, he w in the 
~ t imminent danger of lo ing his life. He w p .. 

· · from utton to Bingley, where he had engag . d to 

; ach in the evening. A dreadful storm 6f thunder 
a~d , · htning came on as he was traveJling, succeeded 

' \ b1 torr nt of rain, which ·quickly inundated the whole 
J) '.. hbourhood. On his , way, being determined to 
p . ~ · forward, that he might not disappoint\ the ex· -
. Pt tion of the congregation~ he came to a plac 

w , re wa a bridge across a brook, at other times 
no~ ·con iderable, -but· now swelled · to a mighty tor­

:~t. A great concourse of per ons had assembled to 
: he · e of the . water, which evidently endangered 

th) . b ·dge •. -. While he was .hesitating for a m6ment 
. ~ . ther to · p oceed~. the . bridge was uddenly carried 

d ; D .before hi eyes, and he mu t ·inevitably have been 
o '. · he med ~with it, if. his progress had not been pro-

· , t e tially·· topped. · · .·· 
r .. ~ously · to the time. n~w referi-ed :to~ as ha been 

. : y · ti ated~ some considerab~e improvements had 
: n .made . in '. t meeting 'hous at w am gate, where 
~ .. ·

1 
di . om the.can s befOrenamed,and·another. 

t e , 

,·) p · o r her~ to ;stat 1 ·as rapidly increas-
. :. o · th '.?.p· · · .. and venerabl 
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ti ution a weak, and his station very fatiguing ; y t 
h w hi attachment to. his littl flock, that he ·a 

willing to the last to spend and be spent for them, 
though he had invitations. to situations in every re pect 
more eligible. 

The attendants at Slack, . at. the time of Mr. 
Thomas's death, were too few to support a separate 
interest any longer; and Mr. F. consented, in compli­
ance with the request of those who were particularly 
attached to the situation. :where they ha4 .. been in the 
habit of WOJ'1Shipping God, to preach there statedly 
every fourth Sabbath. His . friends at W ainsgate 
showed no reluctance to this, as many of the persons 
who were in the habit · of . attending his ministry came 
from that immediate neig~bourhood. This place was 
generally crowded to excess, partly by his own stated 
bearers, and partly by strangers, fOr whom it was more 
~onvenient and accessible than W ainsgate. 

• 
~ friendly connexion ht;id taken place between Mr. 

F. and several families in Liyerpool long before the 
period now ref.erred to. He: had some acquaintance with 
Mr~ . Oolton, the Baptist 1J1in~ster there, while he lived 
~t Bradford, Being quite superannuated, this worthy 
uian afterward~ removed . to the house of his son, who · 
~~ed at, ll.aw.P.en, nea,r Leed, where he ended · 

day~. lf the ...:writer is; npt m-~informed,_ he w~ .. 
~ . by Mr~. Hall, a .P.}dicious, but by no mea a 

''YJ#Ai&M;U. · p ae~e , . The interest at Liverpool Wai t 
t .. . i·.' .. : 

-., ...... ·,.,.. , : d~t . ·t: . -~tem'ber SO, 1711,: it · 
• F. ., p . . h~ tht»', freq · tl 

• 
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~ . for . that date, and that his occasional 1ninistration 
h d m t with acc~ptance and con iderable success. The 
R v. Mr. Medley, who proved so great a blessing to 
that town and n ighbourhood, ;vas invited to settle 
ihere, about the close of the year ; but it does not ap­
pear fron1 the letter that the church had. a knowledge 
c?£ him at that time. Mr. Joseph Wal ·ey, the writer 
:r. it, say , " I 1 hope you 'vill pray for us, and not be 
~el ctant in elping u~. This is ind ed a time of need, 
~nd it i hig·h y n c sary that we should give ourselv~s 
~nt pray r . . La t w k a day as appointed for be. 
lf ilin o r in a id . king the Lord for the 1~e tora-
• on of u o p 1 privileges : 0 that we may pray- in 
~, •th a .. w it with ati nee ! Your children (meanirrg 

_. t~ e ho h d rec iv d th ir fir. t impre ·ons under his 
' · ··try) co . tin~ · t vid nc am st , concern about 
· g· · dili t att ndance upon the 

n o gr c pu ic and p1iv t • May . the Lord 
... ~""'~ ., th m, and make you an in trument of as much · 
,,....,..,.t.6' in your . . xt vi it' a in your for mer one ! . Mrs. 
, . . ey joins in kind t affections to yourself and fa-· 
; • i:y, our hu h to yours. . 
;, ~ · ! · • · · . . '~ I am, dear Sir, . 
! · ··: " ·. ou , ·n th .b st friendship and relation, 
~ " 4 · ~ • • ' '· J.o EPH :WALLEY.'' 

J I 

ov f the Rev •. M .. · Medley, .fl om W atfo~d 
. ..,""., .... , ' "·~· .. :; ...... • · under ~a · Divine . bl sing, a '. happy. 

· · • t ' disc~urlg . ments·. u der which 
.· ·.· V · . · · q)Oo ~ . boured, wh n this. letter 

. . .·. pula . t.al nt8. and zealo s ·mi is­
l at ·acted th_ : attention. of. .. u tit d . , w 

b · fi · , ·n °ted ·by Urio ity, : after-
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Jiv ly, active members, and steady promoters of the cause 
of Christ in that populous a~d flourishing town. The 
great· accessions to the congr_egation rendered it nec~s­
sary to make frequent enlargements in the places of 
worship, which, not being sttfficient to afford accommo­
dation, new ones were st~cce·ssively built. 
· - Mr. Medley, being one of the Tabernacle preachers, ' 
application was generally . rnade to the Yorkshire and 
Lancashire ministers to supply his place during his ab-
ence, and amon the rest · Mr. F. frequentJy went to 
Liverpool for that purpos . . "His visits and~ ministerial 
labours were 1·end red us f ul to many. He maintained 
a friendly corre pondence with several of tho e to whom 
hi · h art was united and w.ho love.d him as their spi-
1-itual father, and ome valuable material for thi work 
mi ht have b en call cted fl'Om the lett r he addr s d 
to th p r on (many of th .'m th n in the younger 
ta of Ii~ ) who w re, in ·th b st sen e of the term, 

'b I ved in th L rd.' 'f o the111 he no doubt di clo ed th 
of his mind, a a Christian and 1nini ter, com­

u ·· tin ·u h cQunsels and consolation as the ca e· 
requi · d. · Of their l tters to him, trikingly displayi g, 
(to t u e th la uag of inspiration,) th 'love of their 

pou I ' to Chri t, 1
· the kindness of their youth,' whe~ 

h y~ a young pilgrims, went after 'him in the wilder­
e ;> many are in the ttands Of A the author; but the 

...... , ..... ·._u~, . hich Gould not faU to brink into exerci e every 
ti · _,nt. of Chri tian IoJe,. and tp contain i many en­

nn-.. . ..... ·, i .g e . ..· si s and admonit. ons, suit d i the 
· ith wh'clJ.. thQse ~wllo are setting e>ut 'in thei .'a• 

t u l~, , _are · irreco ~ra ly: I t. ~ '.f h y 
I e. latefCapt :n l\f in wh h . ·. e t 

o ,ne, . , · · g , t at . -.e mjght · . e em· 
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his leisure, and that they might, in son1e measure, dis­
siR8te the tedium which a good man must feel when 
deprived of social converse and religious opportunities. 
The. vessel was captured by the F"rench; and the letters, 

no doubt, fell into the hands of persons unable to ap­

preciate their value. 
In the year 1773, about \\lhitsuntide, the annual 

association was held at W ainsgat.e. It was attended 
by the Rev. 1\tlr. l\1edley, who 'vas one of the preachers, 
with many friends frotn Liverpool and other distant 
places. Having long known the n1inister, from his 
labours among them, they showed their personal regard 
for him, and more especially their love to the cause of 

Christ, by submitting to ten1porary privations and incon. 
veniences., that they might enjoy his society and that of 
othei- Christian friends. The meeting-house being 
much too small for the assembly, some of the services 
were ~nducted in the open air, the officiating n1inister 
being· elevated on a temporary platform erected in the 
burying ground. The Rev. l\1r. Parker, of Barnolds-
.wick,;.had been nominated at the preceding association 
ane of the preachers. He was in a great measure a 
atlranger to Mr. Medley and his friends from Liver­

·,pool~ - His appearance was humble, and at first view 
·~; .bem prepossessing, having none of those exterior 
ap~, of the .dress by which men of the clerical ._..1-. usuaily.~.diltinguisfled. ·Mr. Medley could 
• . ·.· .. ·. ; ·*1th Ws t9111d flankness, expressing his 

· ·· ·a..f · · ·· · · ¥· h8d ~ ·seJoote« to preach 
•~tliatj~Mli · ~·~. ·~apeelally- • -M ,had petsUaded 

· · : ' ln !lhtt~ hf· enj&ying- some 
· .. · · ··~~' die p,d ·mu · began to 
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prt:judicc was soon turned into admiration . Tlw ( 'hri.' ­
tian simplicity, pertinent illustrations, and li<dy krrour 

of this man of C-od, captivated hi:--\ licart, and riYct< ·d hi-.; 

attention ~ ~o that it JH'O\Td a llW~t ddj~ .. :J1tful t-iud rc~­

fr.eshing season'! not only to liirnsdt~ hut to mo~t that 

were prcscn t. 
During the 1nonth of July, in the same year, ~Tr. F 

had the pleasure of another i11terview, with his dt 1ar 
connexions at Liverpool; v;-~ hence the following letter 

was dated. (July 26.) 

" I reached Liverpool on Saturday noon, and wa:) 

kindly received by friends here. l\1rs. Jol.1nson died 
about ten days ago. l-Ier conversation has Leen truly 
exemplary, for forty or fifty years. She left the stage 
triumphantly. 'rhe last words she spoke wrre, ·' I can­

not express the joys I feel.'' 0 that I and my dear 
companion in life may thu·s live and thus die~ The 
meeting-house erected here is spacious and handsome, 

but not gaudy or extravagantly expensive. lr esterday 

I preached three times, viz. fro1n Acts xv. ~36, l..,uke xiv. 

23, and Song iii. last verse. I was attended with n1y 
usual fears and discouragements; but through the good 
hand of God upon me, I had a comfortable day. 

" 'Tis he supports my fiunting frame, 
On him alone my Jl.opes recline ; 

Jesus, I trust in thy dear name, 
And lean upon thy arm· Divine .. 

" In6ai~ .wisdom! bo®dless pow*r ! 
Un~ fhlthfalnesa and love~ 

HeJW let ·ille reat while I adore, 
N• fr••Y tel• e·er remove .. . 
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" My God, if thou art mine indeed, 
Then I have all my heart ca~ crave,; 

. K present help in times of need, 
Still kind to hear and strong to save." 

In; March, 1774, that dreadful disorder the small-pox, 
~hich in its progress had been remarkably fatal in the 
neighbourhood, after having cut off the rising hopes of 
1nany families, and deprived him of several valuable 
young friends, entered his ~wn habitation, and seized 
his four s·mall children. InOculation was . at that time . 
little iknOwn in this part of ,the country, and the pre-

, judic~s of . many pious persons were ·against it. The 

lll:od~ of treatment which generally prevailed was also, 
as f~ture experience sl).owed, very in1proper. All his 
~hlldten. had the cOiriplaillt ·very severely, except the 
younge~t, an'd ~n ~ne ~:nstanc1e it proved fatal. 
. . A i lovely boy about four ·years and a half old, the 

• darli~g of liis ,mother; who never afte,i'wards could 
· ~en~1~ri . hin1 wi~hout the . strongest . _ e~otion, was 
snatq'hed from th~ir fond eD:ihraCe. T~_is . aff eCti.ng pro­
vide1we h~s. mo_u~11ing. _ pa~ent .imprOyCd, . tWo days after 
.bis ipterment, .. by' a discourse upon Luke· xviii. 16: 
' Saffer ,little children to come;" &c. A :hymn sung on 

~~~ qcc~ion .tt~;~ai.t~a~~ ~ppeat~d .iii_
1
i)tint. The fol­

:~wi1l' li?es rel~'tiq~·· t~ . ~h~ :~'iAe. ev~K~'ye been found 
.among· .pallel~s .. :1. . ..... , ; .:. ,; 
·} . !': ~ "'" ' "' ......_ "' ~ . ; . 
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Deep in the grave his body sleeping lies ~ 
Till Jesus comes and bids ~he dead arise; 
His happy spirit dwells abqve thfl skies. 
0 then restrain the fond p~ternal tear, 
And hope and wait, and toog to meet him there. 

i. 

" June 8, 1774." 

A plain tombstone in the burying-ground, near the 
house where he died, records his , name, with this inscrip· 
tion subjoined, " He· was taken away from the evil to 
come." 

~ 

These domestic afflictions excited the most tender . ,, ..... 

feelings in ,., an affectionate parent's breast ; but they 
were quickly succeeded by another, in many respecta· 
still mote trying. Whether fro1n disturbed repose, 
and the anxiety occasioned by ~he recent bereavement, 
or fr-0m the clo~e application to,: study which his nume­
rous and increasing avocations required, he was sud .. 
denly seized, on the very day after the funeral sermon 
was preache~ lvith a complaint'. which entirely incapaci­
tated him for his public work~ during the space of at 
least two months. The suddentjess of the attack, which 
commenced when he was about to sit down to dinner; 
and the violence of the ·paroxJsms, led his medical at;. 
tendants to conclude it was· the stone, one of the most 
painful complaints to which the. human frame is subject. 
Every method then in practice wa's resor~ed to, in order 
to afford relief, particularly the warm..bath and opiates. 
Through the violence or' the pain, sickness and cold 
sweats being $Ucceeded by t~e exce~s~ve heats of a 
scorching fever, his bodily frame was soon so much 
reduced· that ,. little·· or· no ·hope was .entertained of his 
~very:. , ·· ·. ·,. .: · · ... · ~ · 

. -: One of the first re.collection. which t4e writer oft~ · 
.... . . ',..j 

o . 
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Memoir has 6f paternal care (hl\ving spent the year 
preceding these afflictive dispensations at Bingley, 
among· his maternal relations} a recollect.ion which has 
recurred mo~~ frequently to his mind through life than 
any other even~ which distinguished the days of child­
. hoqd, was when called durin.g this illness to his bed-
siti~, then apparently the bed of death. He was ~arcely 

. l 

six~ years of age, and pf course. incapable of duly estimat. 
·mg the loss he· was likely soon to sustain ; but. the affec. 

. . tio~ate solicitude of a parent who expected soon to leave 
hi~ and his other children, and the advice he gave on 

. . 

that occasion, produced impressions which advancing 
ye~ have never obliterated. Among other things, he 
:mentioned to him that beautiful poem, by pr. Watts, as 
~p~licable to his own case, entitled " A Sight, of Heaven 
m ~ckness," which-at his. request he then committed to 
memory. 
. ~ring these w.eeks an4 me,nths of confinement~ his 
~hoUghta were, as was .afterwards evide:nt, in the sl1ort 
int~Fvals from . vielent and oTerwhelming. pain, em. 

fed .about. bis family and the people of his d1arge, 
. h,P 'to all lluinan appearance were about to be l~ft 

I titute. I • · 

l . . 

~· l~ . has often been found that the tribulations and 
· ·~- . of God's ministe:rs .ha.ve .been <mer-ruled, no 

cmll : .. fo · their oWn good; but fol! the benefit : and th 
ii '. '. Dee Of tile · @o pet ·,· . Some 9f . the choWest 
.. . . I , . f t .. · ~- · · Paul, · &Del : in: .partiCular· ·that to 

the i~hitippiauS,: ·ware · w; i te .iwi • ·e, he w~, · i; · prison, 
·.' led &om :taking; aa .ctiv4 part. ht th .e"publie 

~~", .... · .. ·· u ·in: , · . · · : : . . lit ~ WU' ' .'. · ucb ·e aged. 
· .TJi• epistles have · .d . and . consoled ·the b in 
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posed by John Bunyan while in prison, has been of 
incalculably greater utility in promoting Christianity, 
than he, as an individqal, could have expected, what- . 
ever facilities hPd been '"afforded to his 'ministerial la-· 
hours. The _.ole· Dr. Watts was for many years of 
his life wholly incapacitated for ,preaching; hut it i~ well 
known ·to what useful purposes he devoted this period 
of bodily debility, not only exercising the meekness and 
resignation of the Christia~,- but ei;nploying his pen in 
writing many invaluable works, whereby, though __ 'dead., 
he yet speaketh.' 

No doubt similar aims and vie\vs induced the subject 
of this Memoir to direct his thoughts to the corrwosition 
of a work for the .use of. otlters who were brought into 
the same trying circumstances, imitating the exaniples 
·of David, Hezekiah, Jonah, and others, who i·ehearsed 
.thek agonies of distress in the day of trouble, and 
offered to heaven their songs of deliverance. They 
'called to remembrance their song in the night,' and were 
not ashamed to let the wcirld know, that amidst the 
sinkings of life and nature, God and his -promises had 
been their support. 

The title of the publication now about to appear was, 
"The Sick Man's Employ, or Views of Death a~d Eter­
nity realized.'' Having employed the intermi~sions from 
excruciating pain, and the -period of convalescence, in_ . 
preparing this work for the press, it was entrusted to · 
the care of ·his friend, the Rev. Mr. Booth of London, 

ho kindly superintended ... the public . tion. , At that 
•
1time .there were but· few ·.persons in the North of 

. ·England whO bad attained to any conSiderable pro­
~ ficienOy in the·· art ef printing. · 

o2 

f . 

.-

... j 
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The estimation in which this work has been held by 
the · public is .evident, ,not only from its wide circula­

tion, but from the testimonies given to it, both from the 
pr s, and in more private com.munications; which 
trongly indicate that if :the writer had published no 

.other book, this would have been· sufficient to endear 
. his memory to his f1iends~ and the professors of Chris-

ia11ity in general. · In the dedication to the church at 
W ainsgate; for whose use it wa!s primarily intended, he -
addresses them as one c.alled back from the verge of 
eternity; briefly enumerates those doctrines which had 

. been the support ~f his mind in affliction, and which it 
1Vas~ hjs desire. again to declare a1nongst them. He 
meritions some of those dev tional writings which, next 
to the Bible, had been most dear to his heart dming his 

1aftli ~ tion. Among the rest Augustine's " Confessions, .. 
Gerhard's '' Meditations," the nielodious strains of Dr. 
-W aijts, the -elevated aspirations of Mrs. Rowe,_: and the 
··flow~ng periods.of Hervey, '\\7hom he terms· his favourite·; 
and ~be reminds then1, that in ;this little work they had 
~befofe them_ the very phrases-in which he expressed him• 
self ln the intervals between his fits of pain. . A cursory . 
peru~al Qf this book must show how well it is adapted, 
at ~o,ce to alarm . the ·secure · co~scicnce, and· to direct 

.the :'~tehtion : to .the: only,_ true sources of 'consolation in 
. the. ~oo . .'of aftliction ·and. ~- the prospect of death. 
1 - '. ·. h~l- .is at eastdn big po· sessions, i enjoying the 

· ~ of~ out .am ·prospe.rity, and · unalarmed .by the 
"rie : · '~f death, may, consider 'sotne: expressions as . bar­

. . eri >{ on enthu iasn?, or 8s of' too· glOOmy a cast; brit a 
" . ·. Upi~le; · penit.ent · ~ul;J boWed dnwn · - ith ,sorrows',-arid 

itnP_ ', ssed with a sense of *1ie Vanity of the world,. with 
. ,l . 
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tfie, infinite importance of eternal realities, will be led 
to form very different conclusions. 

A new edition of this work was published a few 
felii's ago, with so.me alter3.tions, and very considerable 
additions and improvem~nts. 
T~e following letter, though it does not entirely 

telate to this season of affliction,. may not be impro· 
perly inserted in this part of the l\1emoir. It has been 
treently received from the Rev. Abrablim Greenwood, 
the first person who resided under his roof for -.the pur- · 
pose of preparatory study, and who is now the only 

.\ survivor of the young men then educated by him for 
the ministry. 

"DEAR SIR, 

" ~,I have great reason to ~e thankful that I was put 
under the care of that man of God, your father, in the 
~arly part of my life. His, house was like a little hea­
ven below. The sweetness of his temper, with the 
mildness and gravity of his manners excited 1ny ad ... · 
miration, and still more his diligence and unremitting 
application. I never saw hi1n idle. If at any tiine he . 
took his pipe, as he was wont to do, he would also ha~e. 

a· boo~in his hand, and read. to himself or to others •. 
, ""The devotions .of his fanlily ·were solemn' and regu• · 
Jar. · Hb ·commonly read a chapter or a Psalm, sung· a 
few: verses, and pray~d in tl~e - Spirit five, six, or seven 
minutes. I have often . ac~ompanied him to Hep­
tonstall, where he had a· \veek-day evening lecture 

· lV'~lt attended. . Never shall I for get the fervour of his 
piety, and the rich ·variety ~f doctrinal and practical 
trU hs~ wbich,'.appeared .in all his · sermo~.- J had the 

·· ~,to- f>e, with him' two years and · a hal( · and 
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. have ,thought of him and his advice to greater advan 
tage .for the last twenty :years, than I evei- did before . 
Lord ,help me, that I may be rnore like him in faith, in 
patience, in humility,· in diligence, and in every amiaf* 
qu~cation! 
· " Vain words, or1 slanderous language, uever came 
out 0£ his mouth in my hearing ; nor did he bear malice 
againSt any one, though sometimes very unkindly­
treateil. · · He well knew how to commit himself into 
His band who judgeth righteously. 
· '' I {have often admired his holy resignation at the 
time Of his great affliction when he wrote his ' Sick 
Man's ~ Employ.' His pain was so great, tha_t . he often 

, sweat :till there was a dew on the covering of the bed 
on which he lay ; yet he did not use any improper ex­
pYe siQns of impatience. Even then when he had· 
some · Mleviation of his.· pain, he would sit up and write 
down t,what he afterwards published. He was often 
b ri ~ exclaim,. " How exceedingly precious is time t"· 
aoo ~ life as a full and continued proof that he was 
undei ~ the abiding impre.ssion of this idea. He re­
deemed the very fragm~nts of it. 0 that I, in this 
N8p8c~ ~ imitated ·him more ! I have hint still · in· 

. my ~f· · my ear. my bean. His love) to the souls of 
, . , i.. bright example, hi . evangelical~ experimental, 

and . '. · :preaching, may have ~ equalled, but 
ha- ·i.m , ·e ceeded. 1· .. : .. 

" ~ ·'• r.·: .· ~ \ t ,, ,1·: ¥a'l'n9;•ft ,t' 
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to be valued. It must have added greatly to David's 
troubles, when he had to say, ' Lover and friend hat 

. thou put far from me; yea, ·mine own familiar acquaint­
ance hath forsaken me.' Seasons of darkness and 
dli~ion call for so.me kindred breast to catch and dry 
up the falling tear, and to _pour balm into the soul; 
they try the sincerity of professed friendship, and show 
whether any dei}endance . may be placed on it. The 
various extracts from letter$, which are contained in 
the following pages, while they afford him who writes 
this account an opPortunity . ef mentioning~ names eh-· 
deared to the deceased and his. family, and who, have left 
an h9nourable testimony behind 'them .• will show the kind 
interest which distant · frien~s, as well as tho~e who 
were near, took in the heavy afflictions with which the 
Lord saw meet to eJtercise his servant. 

"DEAR SIR, ." Liverp_ool, May 12, 1774. 

"It gave me great concern· tO bear of the removal of 
your lovely child, and soon after of your own affliction~ 
fhis is irideed son-ow upon ·.sorrow.. With respect to 
your son, you have many-sources of consolation. His 
leavenly Father has take~ him to himself; be tban~ul 
then for his rein oval so soon from this vale of tears. iie 
has got beyond the ~each of sin and misery' to which 
even the best of men . are exposed in the prese t world. 
I trust when natural feeling· .has subsided a little, you . 

· 'Will be enabled to kiss the ro'd. which inflicts this heaVJ . 
stroke. But, 0 my dear . ft; . rid, how I felt for yo°' 
When I heard of your own · · ction, and of the aou~ 
ness of the pain. Your caSe, with all .your personal 

, and relative·trials, has beth· sptead before ou~ Father 
and ·our '.rather m··our prayers. I trust he will spare 
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your : d irabl Jrn , and r tore your health, for the 
ood ~ of the church of God, and for the sake of your 

own ;d r fa ily. \Ve long to h ar ome further par .. 
ti ul~r • I hould be glad of the heads of the sermon 
you .pr ached f11om those words:. ' Suffer1 little. chil­
dr n/ &c. May the Lord comfort and heal you ! I 
am, m, d ar ir, 

" -r ours for Christ's sake, 
,, JOSEPH WAL.LEY." 

• Tr remark h often been justly made, that it is much easier 
to poi~t out to o~h r ourc o.f con olation and motives to submia· 
ion, ~h · to r alize the on and P.racti e the oth r. This good 

man W, ·' mnny y r aft r h wroie the preceding letter, exercised 
with ~ ~ ry . v re rial ; and ihou h in point of tim the letter 

y b t. i pl c , it i of gr t valu , exhibiting the power and 
flicacy of r ligion in on of p culiar distre : 

~ 

JUU1uueu, · I • t 

" I am, · r: r 

• our living R cl m r, .. 
• > " 0 WALL 1'. 
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. From the latt r part of thi 1, tter (not here in rt d) 
It app ar , that at the time when it was. written a 
number of youths on1 Liverpool ·were resident at 
Wain gat , and.among the rest, a son of Mr. Wall y, to 
whose death, occa ioncd by that dreadful malady the 
stone, the letter in .the note · relates. The fir t and 
principal t:ncouragement w hjeh the subject of the 
Memoir m t with, for forming a private seminary, 
was from that quarter. 'I his he often gratefully 
acknowledged; and the connexion which thus.-subsisted 
with several re pectable families in Liverpool was . a 
happy means of 'promoting· and maintaining that inter­
c9ur e which had for years before been productive of 
much enjoyment and real adv~ntag . It was al o an. 
inducem nt with him to sp nd' the seasons of recess a1 
much as possibl at Liverpool. :· 

In reviewing those year which have long since rolled 
away, we cannot but admir the cordial friend hip, the 
steady, ard nt piety, and d votedne s to God, which so 
eminently distingui h d the profe ors of r li ion, where 
~heir number were comparf:itiv ly small. This very 
~ircum. tance had a tend~ncy .to unite them mor~ 
cJo , ly together. \Vhile th y w ·re a spectacle, a ga~ing· 
'tock to the world, and alll)ost hunned by those 
~ound th -m, their affections . W re more concentrated 
and .fixed on· one another. 
~ ~011 striking insttfilce ot those amiable qualities 

which, di tin ui h . the true ~h1~stian in public and pri-. 
v from the man ·of the wodd, : could scare ly ~ 

lee d than , the writer of die pr d n l tt , the 
'Y er J>l · Mr •. Jo ph Walley. : In ¥m .· itiv sim­
li. )y a p . g~avity of manner: ·w r u ited 'th urba-
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..... ~ ...... ._, .. ,...,. · nd con n ion of deportment. lte 
11nnPawa.n to h v d i an eminent d gree t 

ef ing tlii world o a· not to abuae it, d 
o ·on 'ng the D'vin glory a the nd of his ae-
on~. Whatev r th · ubject of his conversation or let. 

mi ht be when d d to his friend , something 
of a. ligiou nature was generally introduced, not in 
am _ o , but en aging manner, strongly indicating the 
h b · u . ta e of hi mind. Like Enoch, he '' walked 

• _,_ God ; '' and hi path was that of the just,· " which 
• ; h nd mor unto the perfect day.'' 

·~ .. _.~ 1 te of condolence addressed to Mr. F. 
h' '. . ~ t und e vy affliction, or gradually reco-

Y • : · from it, are he11 pr ented to the read r. 
• 1 t 

(From the Re • Mr. Medley.) 
. . 

l . ~. l ~ 
cc Liverpool, May 161 1714. 

D ilBaoT Ea, 
h . n with you ince' I heard of 
Of the Al ighty upon your little ones, 

· you.r o body. I h· ve frequently had . 
u.a1:~ng i · s of yo aftlicti , _that I have 

111111los1i DNMnn•MI I td ou adoptm he solemn and 
. , . e ,ation of Job, • Have pity upon me, 

~ ··--- ·: · · , o . · y fiien , ~ for he hand of God 
hath fa . ch d me.' I call as u . you, that you have the 
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found that there i sometb'n~ . swe t and so~l su 
porting fa having a God, to . call upon in the day or 

t1ouble. 

'' 'Good when he gives, ·supremely good, 
Nor l s when her denies ; 

E'en cross from his aov'reign hand 
Are ble ing· in disguise.' 

'' When at Watford I was attacked_ much in the same 
way that you have been, and #as in the greate t agonies 
for twelve hours; but God -wa graciously Pleased U> 
ra· me up again. May your soul be sweetly stayed 
upon the Divine power, t11~th, . faithf~lness, wisdom, 
and love, in the believing views of which may you be 
enabled to bow with humility ~nd submission ! 
. " The various atllicti ve dispensations of God, t& his dear. 

children, are all consistent with his designs of mercy .. 
' This is the will of_ God, even your sanctification ; ' and 
as Archbishop Usher justly o~served, 'The essence of 
true Gospel s.anctification consis.ts in having my will 
swallowed up in the will of Go~.' May the Lord per­
fect his work in your heart and mine ! It is my eamest 
and fervent prayer, that you· ffiay be spared for . further 
usefulness in the church of God, in your day and ge .. 
neration. We are all very ~esirous of hearieg of you 
by·every opportunity, and shall be glad if you will em­
ploy some~ one to . write to us. I commend you most 
affectionately to God, even our Father, and remain, 

u. Your n1ost aff~ctionate brother and 

f . > '. ~ 

~ l l. : ' 

~ Servan,i, for· Christ's 
It ~ · _ff SAMUEL ME Ef. ' 
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( •rom th R v. Mr. utcliffi .) 

fl ON. AN D ~ .. Alt It, 

" Sorry I am to hC'ar of your late affliction ; hope th , 
Lord ·ha.. in m rcy to you and your many fri nd re 
tnovi d hi hand. I ow v r thi h , .it i our com~ rt in 
the ·mid t of all that ' th Lord r ig·n th.' Our nfflic­
tion . pring not out of th du t. Our st p in thi , as 
.well a ·n oth r r p ct , are 'ord r d by the Lord., It 
i ' if n d b ·' that 'v are ' in h avine.. . through mani­
fold 't mptations.' Sanctifi d trokes of hi cha~ t ning 
rod are oft n ome of th choice t proo£~ of his paternal 
love. -· Yet it i hard amid t affliction to say, the 'will 
of th · ~rd b done,' it r quir · much grace, but not 
more than God ha to giv • I The Almighty prepares· 
by the di pensation · of t provid nee, as w 11 a by the 
1nfluenc of ·grab , for the · njoyment of glory. It i in 
the :. erci e of ·faith and' pati nee that we are m etened 
fbr. ·an ntrance into the· kingdom. 0 that I could 
i>ract·cally~ l arn thi my If! If you can writ , favour 
me \vith· a few partictilaT ·how you go on. I b long t() 
Wain at , and Wi h 'w Il to th de ign carrying on . 
th '• but· hav · laiely bad few opportunities of hearing 

y t~ing~ . 
. .• "I am,· 

';·Yours mo t affectionately, 
~ . I •. J " JOH . ' SUTC£IFFE" 

• .~·.~ .,. "Hull, June· 2l, 177.f. 

, • : , · • \l'i nd upon the peru al of it could 
ot a ;md hedd·ng a ·. ympath~tic t ar. It immediately 
~ lit ,to mind ·the just, the painful observation; 
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•• wo s lust r ~ rar nr -. ~ olitnry woe ; th y 1 v train, 
th y tr nd a h oth r's h 1~ ! " ,ut wh · n I am to 
th latter part of your lctt · ~ r, and found th' t y ur 
tr ngth wa at I ust equal to yo ir day, my mind 

bright n d, arid th g-lo quic;kly <Ii per d. ' ur ly ,' 
said I, ' th r i non lik th ~ d of J shurun, who 
rid th upon the heaven for the hdp of his p · ople.' I 
Jiav lik wi be n in the furpacc a considerable tin1e. 
J\Iy witi ha had a long •. and ~n some resp ct a p cu­
liarly painful confincm nt, an~ is ~ow brought to the 
bord r of Canaan. fi•w clay' mor<', and he Wm pass 
the tream of Jordan. 1~hc 'raters to her have long 
appear d a still as a stone, a~1d I n1ake n doubt will 

··be o, till sh , a one of the rain om d .of the ord, pass 
over. N .ver did I ee, Ps. xxxvii. 87 : Mark th 11 r­
fect man,' &c. more minendy fulfill d. I hope, mi 
dear broth r, we hall pity, pray for, and compa -·ionate 
each oth r, amid t th s trying sCcnes. I want to see 
your littl pi c ('Th ick M~n's 1'mploy'), and hope it 
will afford a feast to me. I catjnot at present add more, 
than a ur you of my on n ~ . of h art with you, ·f.lnd 
l>eg- a share in your request lit, the throne of grace. 

" I am, your iriend and brother, 
. " JOHN BEATSON."• 

• The acquaintance between these ' two iriends commenced many 
year b fore, whil Mr. Beatson wa ··mini ter at Sutton in Craven, 

·which wa too confined a sph re for ~his up rlor talents. · He re­
moved to ull, in the y .ar 1770, wh~re a Bapti t Church had b en 
founded in 1786. His pred c s oru in th ministry th re were 
Mr~P lmer, .Mr. Brown, Mr. Thom1~ on, from 1758to 1762; Mr • . 

t Twining, from 1762 to 1765 ; Mr. R~therford, ftom 1765 to _I 769. 
Previous to th building of the chtlpel in Sal thous. L~e, m. the 
year 17 S7, the. congregation met f.or public worship in a hired 

~ plac ,:beirltJ· part of an old tower. i 

· :· M,, Beai.on'• ne"qus ay ~~m wai1. v~ry weak. When going uv 
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Hartley, of Ha orth, preached th 

e pulpit hi hole frame was often agitated o to.give th 
aoea:nmce of gr t f · dity; but hen he began to peak, he l-

m. disappointed the expectation of his hearer • He .was a close 
hink~r i his sermons were ell digested ;. and bis printed works are 

big ly esteemed. The letter subjoined to this note was written \ 
· oon after his ettlement at Hull, here he as for a long· succet-
. on of y · an instrument of great good. The Catholic spirit 

ic pre in that to rendered Christian society ~ng 
diJFerent denommation'l highly edif ·ng and delightful. With the 
~ev. J ep · · ner ( ho had been his school.fellow at Leeds) no 

. • inguished by ~i learning than by his ardent zeal in the 
~of Ch • t, and e Rev. r. Lambert, his cotemporaries, and 

·gh_ ornamen of Hull, he for many years mairltained the most 
. len~y connexion. Laying aside, for the time, all party distinc­
. ons;~ey often associated tog.ether with all the cor_diality and free· 
om ~f Christian brethren. 

gh a Divine bles ing on the exertions of these worthy men, 
· ~. imp t i o hich they occupied for a series of ye 

?e&jMJg ccess, l ge congregation ere collected in the 
f o · ip here they officiated, and othet ha e since been 

J'~-~': o 'that fe 9wns are more distinguished by religious pro-
. fl~ . pri ile~g -. ,r. Lambert' church was formed in the 
y~· ~ ,,.. On h1 ·.going to Hull,. only ·even perso e 

ted · . · c fl llo p ; and for a long ti ·e the p.rospects were 
~~11.. • WHI& ;. bu ~uring the course of his ministry more than six 
~· became member of the church, besides many others to 

.... A-,: - ·ftd blessed, though they ere not in communion 
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funeral sermon, from ·1 Cor. xv. 55: ' 0 death! where 
is thy sting ?' &c. This sermon was afterwards published, 
with a brief account of the departed saint. 

your late troubles and disappointments. I am, I thank God, 
agreeably settled here, though we are not without our difficultie$ 
an~ our trials. We are in all about forty members, and I have en­
couraging hopes that the Lord will increase our numbers. I find 
freedom and liberty in my work in general, and esteem it my 
highest honour to be an ambassador to the ' King of saints.' It is 
true, I am an unworthy creature, ' less than the least of ~II saints, 
but by the grace of God I am what I am.' l feel, painfully feel, what 
you say of yourself, relative to the workings of sin within you; biU 
blessed be God, I hope it doth not REIG~ in either of us. 

" I am in some respects sorry to hear that Mr. Wood has left. 
Halifax; though I have for some time thought there was little 
pr~s~. eet of his u~efulness there. May the Lord favour that part of 
his /Zion! _ 

" I read with pleasure the phm you suggest in your letter for a 
~~espon.dence to be kept up, consisting of short hints on passages 
of Scripture! I should be glad to hccede: to it, though I cannot _ 
say that in doing it I am free from a selfish principle. The follow~ 
ing ia a specimen of what you may expect from me: Luke xxii. 20: 
'~ This q~p is the New Te~tament in my blood.' 1. Open the n.a 
ture of this Testament, which is the will of God concerning hi~ 
people, and contains in it the names of all that may Iai claim to the 
blessipgs of i_t-the inheritance bequeathed to them-the time when . 
t\ey &h&ll ·eome to the possession of it. This Testament can .have 
no addition made to it, or diminution from it; and it is actually in 
fwca ·~y tJ.~ ~th ~ft~~ l'estatOf. 2dly. "\\;'hat are the ltg4'ie , 
~n~~ ifa i~ • parqOQ Qf sin-P-a justifying righteousness.~pea'(~ 
9f ~-nt:e-11\Jppott ia dea.th~pe11evetance. in grace ..... vic-QIJ 
~ er , ., ~h~ "~pti9.n 4lf ~soul ia\o glory it the clissoJu· ·~ 
of the body-the resurrection of the body at the Ja.t c.lay,. a.P.d ~e 
~.~~ti l - .of .Q9U\.ln tlJ@· (~ fruiuoll.Qf God,. 3dly, Wh~ 
are· the ~gatee1 P Such~ b~ are. of ff' D(mlritf sp-1~~ .. have . •P -~ 
ritual appetite for heavenly pro~isi~wl)o are wslJing to parta~e 
of it-~ iA: • . G~\ ~ aound, and ~o whom ~hn~t 

:II -• ,: ;~ ty_ ·Why is thl1 New Testament said to be m hi• 

1 
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i tract of a letter from the Rev. Mr. Parker, of Bar. 
nold~ wick: 

. "Nov. 28, 1774. 
•(I _THANK you for your ' Sick Man' Employ.' l 

have been much refreshed by · reading it. It give me 
pie~ ure to find that your niind ha en ~ o w 1:1 en· 
a~, while your place was mpty in the sanctuary; 

and: that. the Lord wast achin you when you could 
Dot leach oth rs. By thi , I perc ive that a real s~int, 
if in; the path of duty, is neve out of his way to hea­
ven~ and it may be is making the gre,atest advances 
Wheh he lies on a bed of languishing, and i ripening 
fast~~t for glory when most of ·a11 exposed to the storms 
and ;blasts of adversity~ When. thel'.e .is the · greatest 
1ub~i i.on of mind to the will of ./God, there is the 
near~st communion with . ·him, and the best preparation 

. for \~e full enjoyment of him in heaven• This is the 
. um l~tal. ~f all"we can. wish and de~. But, ala ! in 
the Dre ent tate, in ·~ngs h v,y; ·on' OUr soul • : Were 
it n~ for . thi • how much of God' p ence, and of hea• 
v:en i - if ·should we hav. in this.·wilderne world! Sin 
is th. wor t of all e il.'I ; it wound. oU.r soul , embitter 
all oijr comlorts, viti&te our ta ~e, and poisons our na­
t · .. ~ ·It· ·di ease which bid ., d Aa C to{the efficacy 

jl. 1 • f • ; ,. I t > ' ~ ' ' , • .. ; ' 
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of medicine, and all that human power can do ; but 
Christ the great physician can h~al this disease of the 
soul, and his remedies are exactly suited to our case. 

. Let it be our business to proclaim his excellence to 
wounded, perishing sinners ; let us t~ll them that there 
is ' balm in Gilead, and a physician there ; ' and let us 
implore the influences of the ail gracious Spirit to cause 
the dying to live, the deaf to hear," the blind to sec, the 
lame to walk, and the once despa.irin~ soul to rejpice in 
hope of th glory of God. In · so doing we have r a on 
to beli ve that our work shall not be in vain in the 
Lord. Farewell." 

The first time he entered the pulpit again, after two 
months' confinement by this most severe attack, was 
May 29, 1774. He was scarcely in a state ~t · to leave 
his room, being unable to stand during the. time of s r­
vice; and his appearance . altoge~her, with the recollec .. 
tion of what he had passed through, rendered it a most 
aft'ecting season. Many were melted into tears, on seeing 
his countenance marked with all the traces of extreme 
debility. and violent pain. 1:-Jis text was, Phil. i. 29: 
'I am in a strait betwixt two, having a 'desire to 
depart and to be with Christ, which is far better, though · 
to abide in the flesh i more :· needful for you.' Fron1 
this time, hoWever, he resumed and continu d 'hi usua,1 
labours; not only in his own ;pulpit, but in the neigh­
bourhood, and also in more distant places. The ~ext 
for ·manY Sabbaths following ·as elected fron:i the ac­
count of .. sermon which he kept for · v ·ral year, w r 
such: as llis recent afflictions, and the r alizin vi -w of 

~ 

death and eternity, might naturally 1 ad him to fi upon 
'Y know not what .shall be on th lnoirow: ' I hav 

: ~ 
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" DEARL v BELOV n, 
,, Grace, mercy, and p ace be multiplied unto you, 

throu h th knowledge of God and of ! sus Christ our 
Lord. I am now absent from you in body, yet pr sent 
in pirit, bearing an affectionat remembranc. of you 
before the throne of grace. God is my ·witness, how 
greatly I long after you .all, in the bowels of Je us 
Chri t. It is in 1ny heart to live and die with you. I 
requested but two Lord' Days to remain here ; but un­
avoidable circumstances will render it necessary for me 
to continue a little longer, except I were to return 
hither in a fortnight, which . would be attended with 
much additional trouble and expense. '!hrough the 
abundant goodness of 1ny h avenly Father. the journey 
and ·the means I make use of have been abundantly ser-

, · viceable in re~toring my health. This morning one that 
was to be intrusted to my care died of the small-pox. 

I ' He was the only son of his 1nother, and she was a 
widow.' .To-morrow l must assist in consigning him to 
the grave. l\Ir. Medley has ~ child -in the same com-· 
plaint dangerously ill. Th.us the seeds of 111ortality 
spring up in every soil. I must beg of you . to excu~e 
my absence for· one Lord's Day more. I trust you will 
speild the day together in humble and earnest prayer to 
G , in which I hope to join you in spirit. 

" I ha e,endeavoured hitherto to serve ·you with ome 
gret! of dillgertce and che rfuln.ess, amid t many 

· · s, teniptatioiis, and discoura ement , and am 
willin to be Spent among .. you. The Loi:c1 hies you 

, levive. comfort, strengthen, and establish you for 
f ~ . 

,, 1 am your a1f ectionate pastor, 
. " J. ~·" 

p 2 
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(Postscript.) 
. '' To MY DEAR WIFE, 

0 thope you received my last in due course. I desire 
·you would n1ake yourself easy ; cleave to God and trust 
in him ; and may you be very happy in the enjoyment 
of his favour, which is better than life. · · 

" I am, &c. 
" J. F." 

Octobe1· SJ, 1775-a letter was received from Mr. 
Sutcliff, requesting his dismission to the church at 
Olney. He had been for _.some time employed in the 

l 

· work-~ of the ministry. The first pulpit he entered for 
this purpose was at '.frowbridge, as appears from the 
Rev~ ~ugh Evans's letter. After he left Bristol he 
spent~ six months at Shrewsbury, and as many months 

. at Bif:mi;ngham, as assistant to the Rev. Mr. Turner. 
·Bu~ ~rovidence at length directed him to Olney, where, 
u~de~ t~e hospitable · roof of Mrs. Andrews, he . found 
biJmEM at home, and was enabled to expend the greatest 
part ~r hjs -income in the .purchase of books. No man 
.had a highe1· value than he for literary treasures, or a 
more .correct and extensive :8C<fuaintallce with that de­
scrip~~>n-of books to which his attenti~n was particu­
•ty .~ directed . . · . ·He was not ·a mere · hellNo librorum, 

~ but:tlie strain of his conversation on au· occ~o~s showed 
that ~-mind .was richly ,storaj trith:wh8t·he read, and 

. *1iat- Jle· ·had.,. aij"comp:reh~nsive . , view .. $f. the arguments 
.and ~~nnel'._ef.cJifferen~ writers~ whicli"· he readily cont• 

. ~.:tq "tbers.; ·In :rem.gving :~ Olney,befound 
· hilns~ in a situation . which the '<JhristbW and ·the 
scb~,.;mu~ ¢onside~ ~ as: j&lm98t : consecrated ground: 
110 ·.; ~ etition that the vicinity was the scene of the 
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inimitable John Bunyan's labours, Olney itself 'vn. di _ 
tinguished as the residence of the poet Cowper, the 
Rev. Mr. Newton, and others, 'vho in their respective 
spheres were among the brightest ornaments of the 
age. When we consider these circumstances, and the 
intimate connexion which· aft.erwards took plac 
between hirn and Mr. Fuller~ with others of his own 
denomination, we shall not wpnder that through life he 
continued to reta~n ·a fixed partiality for this favoured 
place. In the lettt r mentioned at the beginning of the · 
preceding paragraph (frotn an immediate attention to 
which the very mention of the name of Olney has al­
most imperceptibly withdraw~ our attention), Mr. Sut­
cliff expresses himself as follq.ws : . 

" I take this method of inforn1ing my dear and ho­
noured pastor, and my beloved friepds of the church f:tt 
Wainsgate, that I think it my duty, with your leave~ to 
remove my connexion lvith you as a member, to th~ 
chlll'Ch of Christ here in Olney. I esteen1 it a great 
privilege that my lot has, · th1'ough Divine. Providence, 
been cast among you, and it i~ with pain and reluctance 
that I now solicit my dismission from you. As long as 
I have a n1emory to recollect, and a heart -to feel, so long 
shall I retain the most sincere ~nd warm aWections for my 
friends at ·Wainsgate. God is ~y witness that, though 
removed to a considerable distance, I am not unmindful 
of you ;. but· though thus separate one from another, 
our .: union to our exalted ~ead remains indissoluble. 
Delightful thought! because ·.Jesus lives we shaJI live, 
and where Jesus li~es we shall also ·live. But to return 
to· the subject before-mentioned, I think the leadings ~ of 
Providence evidently point ~ut O.lney to me as the 
place ,of my present · residence~ what·circumstances may 
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hereafter Occur I know not ; the church has, however, 
given me an unanimous, cordial invitation to join them 
as a .member. With this I scarcely sh,~uld as yet have 
complied, had there not .· been things in the church 

. which require my attentjon, with which l cannot pro. 
perly interfere unless I am a inember. Ardently wishing 

. that . the Lord may abundantly bless you; and fill up 
my place, · not only with one, but with many who shall 
shine in Divine gifts and heavenly graces, anQ. entreating 
tb~t you will remember me.

1 
in your prayers, 

'' I remain, 
~' Affectionately yours, 

"J. SUTCLIFF.'' 

In 'a postscript to this letter he intimates that there 
were ;alwut thirty-eight meml;>ers, and that many young 
pers~s were waiting to be admitted. . . . 

The reply to the request of a . d1smISs1on is here 
subjo~ned: 

f' The chllrch of Christ .at Wainsgate, near Halifax, to 
the chUrch ·of ihe same faith and order at Olney, 
sendeth Christian salutation. 

~~ DEAR' BRll'fJlREN, 

_ ~' ,4. it . h~ pleased the great Head o( the church to 
' .. ' ~ .. nh OtJ.f' ~ly ~lo.ved brother., Mr. John· Sutcli1T, 
f:O Ja. : 1 • :. b wor.cl itnd 4ootrine ·among . you, and as 

• :. ·~M~OP.-' ~-fQU ·a so fap to . his~.sa isfaction that 
~ h ··• teq ~ q.,<ijtqj'8i.Qn from ua, in order that he 

.Y. : .qi,~ • . ·. fun «: m · liion with· you, these are to cet-
:'r · t · · · o~ ~ ~ · II~ . · ar brother h8't been fo 
e~ . ; ,eafl a.! 111embe:\" with u ' and that we, as . church, 
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bound to give thanks to God on his behalf, for the grace 
and gifts bestowed on him. As the voice of Providence 
apparently directs him to you, we c;annot object to his re· 
quest, but do, as a church, giv.e hin1 up to you in the name 
and fear of God, that he may w3lk with you in holy fel· 
lowshlp, and enjoy all the privil~ges of the Lord'8 house. 
B1-ethren, receive him. as beco~eth saints, both in th~ 
capacity of a member and a · minister of Christ. Let 
no man despise his youth, but,.. may you love hitn ten­
derly, esteem hi~n highly, and ·pray for hirri· 'fervently, 
that he mar be an1ong you without fear. 

" That the , God of Israel n.1ay bless you in hin1, 
mak.e .hin1 a blessing to you, and succeed all his labours 
for your good; give him n1any seals of his ministry 
among you, and make hi1n a rePairer of your breaches ; 
that unity and ·peace, liveliness, and fruitfulness, may 
long prevail and flourish amt?ng you' ii the sincere 
pr8yer of, 

" Your affectionate brethren, 
'"In the kingdom an(l patience of Christ,. 

. "JOHN FAWCETT, 

.:· "W. SUTCLIFF, &c." 

. ' 

(To Mr. Sutcliffe, with the above under cover.) " 

- ~ DEAR BROTHER, 

· · ~- i .thank you for. ·. your kind letter,. and can assure 
you, .that .you· have a distinguished place in my affec­
tion~ ,and! .share· in · my poor· prayers. I am heartily 
concerned for you, and should be glad to see you. If 
your .ordination should be duriDg the Christmas vacation, 
I shall be strongly inclined to attend, if possible. · 
~ ' The affairs of this natiQn, I think, wear a 

l 

gloomy aspect. .MQ · who rnention the unhappy con· 
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test with America here are desirous that lenient mea .. 
sures may be adopted, and that a speedy accommoda­
tiQ~- may take place. . 

''As to the state of religion I have no very encourag. 
ing µews to c~~municate at present. In some respects 
the ~hurch was never so unhappy since I knew it ; the 
debate respecting a new meeting house is renewed, and 
it is more than probable that a breach will take place 
amo~g us. 0, my brother, what a world is this! May 
you 'and I be fitted for, and hastening to, a better. 

" I a1n, 
'' Most cordially yours, 

" J. F." 

· The ordination took place a short time . after, at 
whiclt. Mr. F. w.as present, and had . the : province M­

sign~ him Of delivering the charge to the . minister. 
He 6ften mentioned, in the subsequent periQ<ls of bis 
life, the high gratifica~ion .he. enjoyed, by becoming per­
sona.IJ.y acquainted. with . many .eminent m,inis~rs who 
~we.re\ assembled there on the occasion. Among the rest, 
the ~v. ~enjam.in Beddome particularly attracted bis 
attention.· He was strongly solicited to take part in 
the pµblic serVice$ of the day ;. hut through that timjdity 

.. whiclris often an att~ndant 0.0 ~n~us ~nd U\}ent, he de-

/' 

. clili~ •t , he : was,:. ·however, by entrea,ties, . a .almost 
coinpplsiend~d,ti··; d. · delive:r. .a .sermpidii tbe :evening, 
,pth·.~hieh ~e aµdle,ice ~. greatly ~ligh~, .,,. · · 
. ~ . . . . . 

. l ' . . • ~ ·~ ~ii . ;r. 

' 
l" ', :. ·r .. ,; . . l ,. ~. . 

. •"f. - . • 0 2 . ~ . ; .@ [ ' { ~ 2 I t . : ; :~ . ; I . ~'. ~ ) _, .. • 

l ( : . ' ~ 

, ·t .. ··l ·~·· . l .. . .~~ .. t • .A ; ~},~ •. ~.~.J ,i .. ? ~ -~1 . ~ ~ ·~ ·.f( ~: ) -

: .Fnfm ~he br.tter tt~ 1 of_ tb · ~ce<li11g lett.c:': it is 
· endeitt that. a .ne.w .place of worship had been for .som~ · 
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time before, and was then, in agitation. The argu-. 
ments in favour of it were ·very forcible. Such had 
been the happy fruits and effects of their minister's oc­
casional labours in the adjoin~ng distr~cts., ·in keeping 
up week-day 1neetings, that thou.gh 'V ainsgate had been _ 
sufficiently central for the congregation first raised by Mr. 
Smith, it was far from beirig so to the greater part of those 
more recently collected ; who were not only exposed to 
much fatigue in traversing the valley and mountains~ 
but often found their health endangered from the damp­
ness of the place, after persp~ring freely in -·-ascending 
the hills; and also in hot w~ather, by being suddenly 
exposed- to the cold in comipg out. of so small and 
crowded a place. On the other hand the partialities 
and prejudices of the original ~members were in favour 
of the old meeting house, w'hich was conv~nient to 
themselves for attendance, and ·to which they had so 
many local attachments. Bot~ the contending parties 
felt the weight of their own arguments, probably with­
out ·a dispoSition to give due·: attention to the other. 
Amidst these contests, the mind:of the min~ster, who was 
always himself a man of peace, ·was deeply pained ; for 
many month~ the subject preye~ upon his spirits. From 
a most earnest desh-e that the nlatter might be amicably 
settled, he forbore for a consid~rable time to take any 
decided part, knowing that a house 'divided against itself 
is. not likely 'to stand, much ·less-to · prosper. He felt 
the strongest regatd for thoSe wbO' took · the lead on 
both sides, and laboured with ~ the · meekness and ten­
derness of a Christian milliste~· to produce an amicable 
determination of a matter. ~o i,1tin1ately connected with 
the welfare ·· ef ·the. socie y. '.In pursu'ance of which 
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design he addressed a letter to them, of which the fol. 
· lo~ing is a part : 

~' ~O · thEt church of- Christ at Wainsgate, grace and 
Peace be multiplied. 

:' ,, DEAR BRETHREN, ' 
4~ I cannot forbear expressing my conceni for you, 

while I see you engaged in a contest that threatens 
· your ruin as a church. We are already diminished and 
brought low in a variety of' respects; in numbers, in 
~' in brotherly affection, in liveliness and zeal, and 
in rhost other respects, excepting a public attendance on 

.'. means of.grace. We are too much like a house di­
~id~ :against itself, and cannot stanid long without some 
~dy remedy~ ·I mourn over you, my dear ,·brethren, 
an~ .in th~· night my sleep de~rls from me. I think I 
could .be-willliig to make almost any sacrifice, if it would 
encl· q>;lniDg.;about peace and restore pi;ospeiity. ·· 

.:-~··~ . I love · y~µ~_·- uls, ~ and I would Willingly ,live and 
die; ·th _ you· ; FfQW'; shall i hear to . see the interest, 
f ~f 81 it iB~ " .. ent and· tom 'to. pieces; .while the-enemies 
vf<ileligion rejOire in · :rour calamity i . 1 I bow of nothing 

t ~· could 1 
. more eif ectuall1 : contribute to? bring ·~ me 

.. . · ~ . : . . · h so:rirow· to . the · gra~ ·. · I : am often saying, 
· ·•.-. 1 thi.t ii had wing* like a dove, f{jrc' the -·Weuld-l By 
b ' f • · · .tar at r • ti.~" , I now/ think: lt ' mf ~ duty to. let 
~· ~ . w . th4t if 1 things ireinaili in· thei.1f :present state, I 
aDi ;. apprebeunve ; < ·t ~1· ... mu »e · simu-:~ 11der· the 
.· ikh· .f of ·these;· ~hittgS; ~-- of .,~~- spt*11ly: nm e 

· · ~ sOmeot . . • . ·6 -the-Lord'•.· "rieyalil. ;' ~ ·,.r: ' · · · 

, · · · ; ~t· the. Mou op ·11ions tlaa De p-esa; · d the 
·. '. .; .· .ns in agitation al)out bWMing.: · t ·building,- ·I 
, . ! . 
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tremble for t.he ark of God. I fear lest the lively stones 
that should be built up a spiritual house, should be dis­
united and trampled upon. 
· " Brethren, as a watch1nan,. I warn you of the danger ; 
none of you can say that ·my fears are groundless, or my 
concern for you without a catise. Could I contribute 
any tiring towards the healing of these divisions, how 
gladly would I do it ! But he~ I am involved in dark­
ness, and I am ready to fancy ~ I ·.hear a voice, .in these 

· dispensations, saying unto n1e, ' 'Vhat dost thou here 
Elijah?, 

"I am, 
" Dear Brethren, . 

~' Your disconsolate ·but atfectionate pastor, 
and willing se-rl"·ant .·in the Gospel, 

"J. FA,VCETT.'' 
" Oct. 28, 177 5." 

There is. reason to concl~1de that this affectionate, 
~toral address. produced a · happy effect, and that the 
future di$cussions \\'~ere carried on with more Christian 
temper aad moderation. Th~~: matter continued for the 
two ensuing.years to be freque~tly brought forwl'.lrd; and 
various plans w·ere produced, ~which had their different 
adherents, till at length, as will appear in the sequel, 

' ~ 

this. long agit-ated question wa~ amicably settled. 
" 

1Du1ing these proceedings, ~any circumstances .in his 
_dOmestic economy rendered ~- re1noval from the house 
at Wainsgate desirable, if not ap~olutely necessary. The 
teQement was· too small for hi~ family, which~ through 

. ·adaeu .. of his. friends, w~ rapidly increasing; the 
distance. 0£ the .sc~ool-room fro~ the dwelling house was 
likewise a great . inconvenien~. The proprietor of the 
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snifJI-rarin he had occupied for some time alSo wished to 
have it in ~s own hands again. · Being thus deprived 
of the means of obtain~ng ~ supp1y of those articles of 
di~ which are indispen~ably necessary for children and 
yo~ths, inquiry was made in. the immediate neighbour­
hood for_ a place that might suit the purpose. 1~hese 

inquiries proved unsuccessful, or at least were clogged 
with conditions, that could not be acceded to. 
. ln this perplexity of mind respecting a situation, he 
we.nt into Luddenden Dean, about three miles from 

\ 

his , present residence, to ·preach in the evening at a 
frie~d's house. Here was incidentally mentioned a 

· farm, not far distant, which had been ·recently pur­
chased by Robert Parker, Esq. of Halifax, and which 
his · ~ $teward, who lived n~ar, was empowered to let. 
He .cd>tained all the information those who were present 
h~ the means of affording ; and sollle of the party, who 
w~r.e acquainted · with the steward, ; accompanied 
hi"1 ~ io his house~ He had afterwards an interview 
with Mr. Parker, and ·· took the farm. 

'. ~n. ·reviewing the· dispensations . of Providence~ whe· 
ther tbey:'l'elateto individuals; families" or even nations, 
OD bo1W .small and apparently ·COntiµgent· cifcumstarices 
do ~ those'"events · turn :·whicb give a .change to their 
fut-qre df!stinies ! ····When we· are· ready . say~ J All these 
tbb\P are. against · me;"~. the-!Almighty; ' 'by~8bme occur .. 
ren¥· eritirely i tin~pec~ed by,~ usf1 ·mak~»o• way plain 
beftjre. ·.us; the-- difticW:tieS .and discouragenien_ts which 
. before, bojvecl'.doWJi our spirit&,' j thetl' . appear,' to; be (as 
thej a~· in :reati~y) 'Qut ; pW :of that· t>,nevoleilt ; plan 

. ~ed·~ Pf.Omote,: though·in · -way·whibh·we could 
t . not .: " ~· fore c~mprehe.nd, ·our, best interests~· i. ~ : ·. ·. ~ ·. 
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Brearley Hall was one of tho~e houses anciently in­
habited by a respectable family ; but, through those 
vicissitudes so common in the neighbourhood, it had 
been long deserted by its original owners, and being let 
into small tenements, was in a most' ruined, dilapidated 
state. 'The family, however, removed to such part of 
the premises as were tenantable, in the early part of the 
spring; 1776, and were for some time exposed to great 
inconvenience for want of room ; hut agreeably to the 
stipulated conditions, the buildings .lvere, duri,i:ig the 
succeeding summer, fitted up for their accommodation. 
In this respect the kindness and generosity of the land­
lord anticipated the wishes of his tenant, though he had 
been till ·now nearly a stranger to him. The situation, 
i~ all respects; appeared to correspond with the wishes 
of the family, and to be suited for the purpose to which it 
was now devoted. In ~any things it was q~ite a co'1-
tr~t to the former : the back grounds there were n1oor­
lands of ,,.ast extent ; but the house now occupied 
stood upon a small eminence~ nearly surrounded by a 
hanging wood, having, in front, a view of the river 
Calder, and the valley through which it runs for a con­
siderable extent, and was · adjoining the public road 
(scarcely finished at that time) . from Halifax -into many 
parts of Lancashire. Agreeably to the ancient style ·of 
building,. the house, being partly in the castellated form, 

. . I 

eQntfj.ned, in the middle, a large room or hall, the height 
of , the bUilding~ with a gallery on one side. Whether 
these· apartments were originally intended for courts of 
justice,- or merely for the puj-pose of festal entertaiB­
ments, cannot be ascertained ; but it ·was now conse­
~ated to a purpose. for which, it had, in all probability, 
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nu ed b fore. It had been th regula prac­
. of 1 pre ent occupi r to have three servic every 

b th ~t Wain t ; but as th t place w r 1 
ii di :nt, and the family could not conveniently 

-···-, ·~ ther to a late hour, a lecture on Lord' Day 
n·n o.pened in th Hall above-mentioned, and 

on ·nu d for many ucc ding years: The fi1 t text 
. h ppily lected fi om Acts xxvih. SO, 31 : ' Paul 

d elt t o hole years .in hi owit hired house, and 
rece~ ed all th t came . unto him, preaching the king· 
dom ·of God,' &c. · 

His resolution was like that of the venerable patri­
arch, herever God fixed his habitation, to erect an altar 
there, publicly. to maintain the wor hip of God, and to 
use every effort in his power to promote the best in­
tere' of the neighbourhood at large. The congrega­
tions,, at · he e evening lectures, were generally much 
cro decl, hen the . eather was favourable, and con-
~~uc::u_ , for the most part, of persons ho ere in the 
ha •t of attending places of aiff erent denomination 
during the preceding p 1 s of the d y. .The choice of 
his ubjec · fo-r th occasion sho d that it wa not 
m . ly h • object to lnake proselyt s to hi particular 
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oblations, and afterwards became r~gular attendants on 
public worship. 

Many young persons, in the higher. walks of life, from 
the neighbourhood of Halifax, were frequently present, 
friendly connexions were 'for~ed with them ; and on the 
minds of several, impressions were made which, there 
is reason to believe, were never afterwards effaced. 

A habit of observing the works of God in creation, 
and those beauties which ·rural · situations afford, so as 
to derive mental improvenient from them, is seldom to 
be found. While there are ·. · many flowers, and many 
enchanting l~ndscapes, in the trackless dese.rt, that 
never meet the human eye, but are totally unobserved, 
how many scenes in the haunts· ·of men, which in some 
would excite the most delightful emotions, pass almost· 
equally undiscovered and unregarded, by the great mass 
of human beings ! They h~ve eyes, but they see not ; 
their grovelling souls seem incapable of those medita­
tions which lead the contemplative mind to behold the 
finger of God displayed in ef ery spire of grass, in the 
shady grove, and in the purling. stream. 'They regard 
not the works of the Lord, neither consider the opera-
tion of his hand.' · 

The following fra.gment, found among the papers of · 
the deceased, sh~ws that, .. however indifferent others 
might ave been to these attractions, they did not now 
pass unnoticed or forgotten. : He was enthusiastically 
fond of trees and shady walks;. which taste, the com­
mon trait of a, studious ~mind, I his new• situation 
was every way calculated· to \gratify. 
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" Oft , n th th mo .. rown rock r din 
njoy th noon-tid hour, or v nin ir : 

AJ>l d i.th th raptur of om · ancient ard, 
Or I t r po . t, n tiv of our isl . 
Here I for :· t my care , and a1rno t lo e 
The sen e ~f- pain it lf awhile, thoug of\ 
To s~arp affliction's ·di cipline inured." 

1 

In · the a~ove verses, a rustic cell is mentioned. 
This was a small apartment which he had . erected, 
in a· retired part of the orchard, for ·'the pur ose of · 
spending in it ~ fe'Y solitary . hours, during the sum­
mer months. ~ 1·t was in the humblest style of 
architecture. __ In one corner was a human skull,* 

f. ' • 

·* This skull, whi£h came out of a charnel house, was afterwards 
consigned again to the grave. The sight of it, while deposited in 
the_. cell above-mentioned, often brought to mind the line com· 
posed.by Dr. Dodd~i~ge, which he put in the mouth of a kull c()n-
atantly kept in his ~tudy. . ' , 

. 1 
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nd . und rncath it. the f ollowin inscription. cut in 
ton : 

" .Jn thi unpoli h'd, lonesome cell, r\ 

' · From nois hnd interruption free, 
My thought on ol mn ubj ct dwell, 

Death, judgm nt, and eternity."( 

) . 
ut whil hi sou c -of njoyn1ent and mental pro­

p e. · thus erilarg d, hi cares and anxieti , by 
the · · .t iot:i Of hi cone ms, ~ere proportionably in· 
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h , alth wa in a most precariou state. He· w·as seldom 
fJ ee from inwarq .. .. · ain, /.
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a is feelingly intimated in the 
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cJo~e Qf the· prec~di>ng .lip.es ; and the attacks were not 
nfrequ· tty o. sudden and violent, that there appeared 
·ttle pro pect of. his being long able· to bear the toils 

incident to his situation. His countenance ·was pale, 
d bis general appearan~e indicate4 the acuten.es of 

his complaints.: . 'fhe #riter · ot this ace.aunt was often 
witne s to t e · se re ;, uffi rin . ;f, 8nd; iji _, painful ap· 
prehen ions re ~·n tli' :fi al lt of th m• thr~w a 
gloom ov . . . ·a ~ ot Id. Childhood a d youth. . By 
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1 uld f~lad to know how you r i y ur 
h I nd pirit • May the Lord v you c 
~· d comfort in your· oul ! ,. Throu h th goodn of · 
God, I:find m elf~ tter than when I I ft hom . ' he 
change of air, th ~u e of water, and rela ~tion from the 
toil of the school, · ~ave b n of great s rvice to me. I . 
have likewi e expe~ienced thus f r much c9 1po \lre of 
mind. . Goodness. ·and. m rcy till follow me ! 0 let 
u . unit ' in prais~ng 0111' kind b nefactor for au. his 
m cie ! " 

In another, dated: July 22, written from Chest r: 
, -

: " I hope I a~,i · in some measure · kept sensible of 
Divine mercy, . apd of my own unworthines. • It has 
been' b bling seaso?L l"ith.· me s~nce I left home. · My 
~ul· br~athes after nothing so · much as f ellowshl:p ~with 
God, .,and · 'the· enjoyment of him. How empty ·and 
vain is all with which this world can flatter · us ! May 
the Lord draw us ~ more .and more toward him elf, that 
we may love hi~ in sincerity, and liVe to his honour. 
May the Almighty bless you and my d ar childr n !- · 

·ve my~ love to ·~hem. I cannot enl rg • eace b 
itlr,you ! '' 

I . I 

· , hea y and;. long. continued aftl • c~ipn did not in 
f'lllDft...... ...... p ent t)l~ di charge of hi m · .i t i 1 duti- , . 

uo s •ion . in the ducafo . of youth ; but 
Orn pee · :. , ga~ an additional ·. lnt i· t te> h · 

..... rn,.._ •• ' .. , ' · wJf ch~ he d liv red with the ol 1 n_· y of o . · 
arm•atA_- of . ~ ity, nd e t'n :ve. up 
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h regula incr a of the con r ation at W in gate 
t ngth con vine d almo · t every on of th ab olut ne­

e ity of a larg r and m re ultabl pla of wor hip. 
plot · of ground in the ill . of · b. nb id , 

ing · centrail, .wa purch d, but o.on after chan d 
for another n· ~it, in a till mor onv n' nt ituation, 
o which plain, commodiou buildin , capabl of con .. 
t ',n'ng fro~ fiv to · ix hundred p r on , w rect din 
t~ y' ar 1777. The . pl n . of it w o much. approved, 
that 'it has been, with some light variation , the 
model follow · d in · the numerou meeting-hon e since 
built th ougho t the neighbourhood. It ·was under. 
ta en . ~y a ~ew individual of proverty, who advanced 
the mon ·y, which, being ·hf du time refunded, the 
place wa v · ted in t~e ha ds of irust . . 
· .A ptjnted .statement wa ~bout thi ·time drawn 
up~ :with a Vie.w ·to) ·solicit· ·the aid of the benevolent, 
· a:~in·g the ·circumstaDceS ·which rerider~d a new erec 

. . • ·f • • • 

t1o:il'nec saey. .. · · y • ·.,. •• _ 

~ £ w pa sa~ ·selected from it may not be unaccept· 
able to th . reader>. . , ; f.. 'i, f f ~ 
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ho a tt ndanc th r . hi w nta t r r 
laint for a lon tim , and mof on w r t dly 

made for a· r moval, which wer ov rrul d by th · b 
j tion of a £ w .individual . But th n sity of a 
new m tin ~ ou ·e p aT d., at l ngth, in o tron a 
light to th body of. the p opl who attend und r the 
mini try of th word, that it w jud ed a matt r of , 
duty to t abou~ · t, for· the p ac - of the churc,h, and 
the advanc ment P,nd pro p rity of r ligion amon u . 
1 " Our br thr n. who remain at W ainsgate ar embo-
died together, and hav. ·a settl d minister; we are at peace 
and fri nd hip with them. Om· ow11 pro p cts are more 
encouraging ~ban ~We could have exp cted, ince, notwith­
standin · th · sei)aration, we have almOst doubl th 
number of. h ar r: ·that ould be accommodat d in th 
old place. P -ace. ,and ha 1 · ony pr vail atnon · u , an 

· we tru t that /th ord ha thu far - mil d on the 
undertaking, i . ·will crown it with ~till £ rth r t<?k rt 
of his graciou ·approbation, · b.y giving succe to hi 
precious Go p l.'~ 

· The xpense of the meet~~~g-hous , w~th the ground, 
Was about five hundred. poun·d , 'Yhich was partly· liqui· 
dated. by .subscriptions in the church and congregat~on~ 
ind .· · partly .. . by. '·generou benefactions from oth r 
uariers. " 

A 1'ho8e Wh'o ·~main at · W ainsgate • were princi-
p~y· persons ~~0' had taken a part in itS erection, and 

' ~ ~ t \' . t. ' ' . . . . :· ' 
I I • j ~ • ' • 'I ' ' I ' . . . . 

t .. , • t . . . t . • t ti • . . • . * • ~ 

. · • '!n the y'ear ·1s;Js,. th~s 1n1~eting-hous~, thoug~ It had previou_ l~ 
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attended the ministry of l\1r. Smith; or their descend. 
ants, whose attachment to the place cannot be wondered 
at. Their number was, at least, equal to the congre. 
gation in l\Ir. Smith's time, so that those who assembled 
at the new place, a few individuals excepted, might be 
considered as the happy fruits of Mr. F.'s personal 
labours. On this account, as well as his removal to a 
distance from W ainsgate, the path which duty pointed 
out to him was evident. The great object of a n1inister 
ought to be extensive usefulness, and to co-operate in 

those plans that are most likely to promote it. As 
Hebdenbridge 'vas in the centre of a populous neigh­
bourhood, many were now enabled to attend Divine 
worship statedly, who, frmn the distance, could only 
do it occasionally before. 'Ihis circumstance also · ren­
dered it less necessary to hold week-day .itinerant 
nieetings, for preaching in those parts which were at some 
distance. The infirm state of his bodily health, and 
the engagements in his fa1nily, rendered laborious exer­
tions in this way aln1ost in1practicable. Riding on 
horseback, and walking, were both attended with uneasy 
sensations ; and he was often, through extremity of 
pain, obliged to lie, during the day, in part~cular .postures, 

on benches or chairs. 
In the year 1778, he published his " Advice to 

Youth, or the Advantages of early Piety." · T .he num· 
her of .b~oks ·written ~xpress1y for the use of young 
persons was, at that: time, comParatively sm~ ; and of 
those few, scarcely any, on religious subjects. On this 
account, .something of the kind wa~ much wanted ; and 
th~ · :r~ption t\lis book mei with from 'the pul.Jlic far 
IDQr~ ~ban equ~ his expectia,tions. . .It "~ars; ,fro~ 
many passa~eS·- that might ,be ··referred : to, r ·hat ·it ·was 
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It is evident, from this publication, and fromtheuniform 
plan which he adopted, and adhered to, in conducting 
the seminary, that, as he felt the infinite importance of 
religion on his own mind, so he considered it as an in. 
cumhent duty to endeavour to instil into the minds of the 
young the principles of piety and morality. Like Abraham, 
his aim was to command ' his children and household to 
keep the way of the Lord, to do judgment and justice.' 
And those who knew hin'1 best, and enjoyed his reli­
gious instructions, will bear witness that his manner of 
doing it was such as to win the heart and affections~ 
entirely remote from that moroseness and reserve which 
tend to increase rather than subdue prejudice. 

He was deeply sensible o( th~ importance of learning; 
but he ever considered the fear of God as entering 
~ssentially into the character bf the truly wise and ac­
~omplished youth. 

At the period when this seminary was established 
~he number of similru· institutions, in this part of the 
kingdom, was very small. Population was very limited ; 
and education was not much attended to, except by 
those who were intended for the · learned professions; 
but the influx of trade and the intercourse which ' this 
produced with the higher and more polished ranks of 
aociety, soon pointed out the importance of literature to 
·those who were engaged in commercial pnrsuits; and 
in proportion a this , impression is felt, will be the re­
gard , which yoµ.ng persons· afterwards retain for those 
places whePe .they first enjoyed these &dvantages. Next 
to the patern.81 ·abode. : will . be a strong attachment to 
the acadernfo shad~ · wher.e the•brigbt·and cheerful sea· 
,soq of routh was spent. The thoughts which a charm' 

ing poet p~ 
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" 

The si 
and inno 
recollecti 
occupied 
ing strea 
petuate 1 

seem aln 
of days l . 
pan1ons 
mature ~ 

tune, 01 

elude th 
Oftell 

·serYed 1 

of year 
in exp re~ 
fresh ~ 

These 
'1).aster, 



niform 
ucting 
mce of 
an in. 
of the 

·ah am, 
iold to 
Jstice.' 
1, li s re • 

mer of 
ct ions~ 
which 

~ning; 
itering 
ld ac~ 

•lished 
of the 
nited; 
pt by 

• :s1ons; 
h' th.is 
nks of 
ure to · 
; and 
,he re­
those 
Next 
~nt to 
ti ·sea· 
harm 

.JOHN FAWCETT, D. D. 283 

ing poet penned on a .di tant vi w of Eton College, have 
often been applied by t11c youth grown up to manhood 
on revisiting more humble scats of science. 

'' Ah, happy hills ! ah, pleasing shade 1 
Ah, fields beloved in vain ; 

\Vherc onc-e my careless childhood stray'd, 
A stranger yet to pain. 

I feel the gales that from ye blow 
A rriomentary blis bestow, 

As wavin fresh their gladsome wing, 
My wea~·y soul they seem to soothe, 

And redolent of joy and youth, 
To breathe a second spring.'' 

The sight or those places where youthful amusements 
and i~nocent pleasures were enjoyed, greatly assists the 
recollection of that train of feelings and ideas which then 
occupied the mind. The rocks and trees, the murmur­
ing streams, and relics of frail memorials, made to per- · 
petuate their memory, when recognized in future life, 
seem almost to assume the power of speech, and to tell 
of days long since passed, but never to return ; of com­
panions once so dear, now perhaps cut off by the pre­
mature stroke of dea~h, or separated either by misfor· . 
tune, or some other ~ause, to such a distance as to pre· · 
elude the hope of ever enjoying their society again. 
· Often, very dften has the writer of these lines oh­

·sened these emotions ; while numbers after a lapse · 
of years, revisiting these scenes, have rambled, with 
inexpressible feelings of interest, in the adjoining woods, 
fresh . recollectiOns starting up at almost every step. ·· 
!h_e '· eat · occu~ied · in .. the . school, ~h~ ·station of the · . 
.-stfr, th~ m~ks intended. to be indelible,· cut in the' 
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rocks or footpaths, &c. altogether produced an effect on 
the mind., which 1nay be :better conceived than described. 
The reader, or at least the young read~r, who has parti­
cipated in these feelings, will it is hoped pardon the in­
troduction of these reflections, which have almost im­
perceptibly absorbed the attention of the writer, while 
tracing back the peiiod when the beauty of science first 
opened to his view, when it. might be literally said with 
respect to hin1self and his youthful companions : " Gay 
hope was theirs, · by fancy fed, the sunshine of the breast," 
and in reviewing which, many incidents start to his re­
collection, to which he may apply the language of the 
poet, quorum pars Jui~ He well re1nemhers the cir­
cumstances and the views under which the '' Advice to 
Youth" was written.; ·and thi~ re1nemLrance has tended 
great~y ·to enhance the \value of it to hin1, as an indivi­
dual. _ . 
. The publicatio11 of thi$ w~rk contributed more than · 
ft.DY ofthe author's · prio_r · ~~itings to n1ake him known 
to th.e religious . Pu~lic:,of different denomina~ions, ~not 

01,4ly, iJl hi~ own . nejghbourho':>d, but in other parts of 
U,le; l:\mg-Oom. . ~lie ) ~~yle is :plain, and suited to the 
~acities r of young p~~spn~; .t:be lJ.rguments"~e forcible, 
111~4 :wiJh th,. '.B!.e~t~st .~e ~~e~tness, and affection; and 
still IQ~ ~~· d pJ}f ~~°' · . p~~~:. the ',mip4 witli ~the . subject, 

.. ·_ . aN. freqµ ly;_ 110wPri~d w .. ~~se, , at tµe close 
'!-: be .. h ters ;.,~! ~-;}. v.eJfY - .. l>~ar~ -t1'e .. stroug~~t marks 
Ji. h . ~e u1~:· -~ ,,~ff .the,, • pQl'tance: of h~ 

. · . t•·P pte, ~~t ~ _. . tAnie.i:c:sts . ()f 
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the most direct tendency to promote holiness of heart 

and life.* 

• Many fugitive pieces which he wrote about this time for the 
U&e <>f his pupils (some of whom gave evidence of true piety) yet 
remain. One of tH~~e is here selected ; though not disti guished 
by poetic excellen~e, ~ it has6rlt which gives it a •till hjgher claim 
to the attentiop of th~ juvenile reader. 

"THE .SCHOOL-BOY'S 1tESOLUTION. 

" May heavenly mercy lend an ear, 
To hear a youth's request, 

That~ my Maker's name may fear, 
And be for ·ever blest. 

'' 0 might I learn his will to know, 
His .. :holy word to love! 

That 1 may serve him here belo""• 
An<,\ dw.ell with him above. 

" My parents, who with tender care 
Do all m¥ wants supply, 

With .grateful love and humble fear, 
I'll honour till I die. 

" May but kind Heaven grant me grace, 
· My studies to pursue, 

Learning's mysterious path I'll trace, 
· With pleasure ever new. 

" My lesson thus my joy shall be, 
My·book my constant play: 

TheJ\·Will my friends the .progress see 
rm. µiaking ev'ry day. 

" My qative tong.ue I'll atrive,to learn, 
My. study this shall be, 

'rbat.; I . it1· beao~ies may di cem, 
A~d sp , k · prope1ly. 
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The numerous editions through which it has passed are 
sufficient proofs of its acceptance with the public; and 
notwithstanding the variety of other works since written 
for the use of young persons, it is still highly desei;ving 
of their attention. In some of the later editions, con. 
$iderab~e improvements have been made. 

The perusal of this publication, ~hen it first appeare~, 
was the happy means ·of bringi~g the late Mrs. Oldham, 
of Messinden Abbey, to an acquaintance with the best 
things, in the early period of her life. She resided af that 
time near Jlalifax, . and wrote to the author on the 
subject. This was the commencement of a friendship 
which continued undiminished, through all the changing 

" 'Twould be a shame to leave the school 
And not to understand, 

By method and grammatic rule, 
The language of our land. 

" In wr~ting fair, :tn strive lo shine, 
And every youth excel : 

Improving still ·in every line, 
, My copy minding well. 

" Arithmetic shall oft engage 
My study and.my care; 

Then·to revolve the claasic pag~ 
, I'll .eagerly prepare. ~ , · 

••May 1.my 'k.rid 'initructbr& loYe, -
And not:ibeit+ · · ords despise ; . 

But lJy. bly\g,atWul; c:olilluct pro\re · 
How much ·tlle -r 'li..;Jp I ' prize. ~ f. • • 

I 

" E•ob. .. p-.dl. Qap.ge.- . ay ,J~ ah~ ·.' -. · ; ; 
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. scenes of life, till death removed her out of this world. 
To those who had any knowledge of her charact r it 
needs na eulogium ... For sweetness and affability of dis­
position she had few equals; and of her good sense 
and unaffected piety, the numerous letters in possession 
of her friends bea.r the strongest proofs. She had learned 

' through grace, to conduct herself with Christi~n pa-
ti~nce and fortitt.1de in the shade of adversity; and, 
which is a still greater trial of real religion, to move 
with condescension and steadiness in the sunshine of 
prosperity. . A long and interesting letter from this lady, 
now lies before me, dated Utrecht, Sept. 3, 1783; con­
taining an account _of what she saw in Holland, inter-' 
spersed with many pious reflections : at the conclusion 

-she says, " I recommend myself to your prayers. I 
can assure you my spirits are scarcely equal to this ex­
pedition ; but the appearance of discontent would be 
ungrateful to my friends here. I shall be happy to see . · 
England again : God grant that in this succession of 
objects and cir~umstances, I may be enabled to keep 
my heart with aU ·diligence." 

'. · .In the former . part of this biographical account sc-. 
·Veral intimation~ have been given of the views, at an 
~arly period adopted by the subject of it, relative to the 
Gospel call, or ihe obligations of mankind in general 
;to :~lieve and receive the Gospel. It was

1 
a sentime~t 

h.~ -m.ain~aine4 with great firmness, yet with_ the · true 
jpiritof a Christian pastor; '°nd in the .. progress of his 
· ipjstry: he .. ha~ the satisfaction to see his brethren 

· ,iradually freed from those . shackles which bad cramped 
. I 



SS MEMOIRS OF 

th ir energies, and be n a means of preventing the 
access of their labours. Without wishing to make it a 
int of cont1over y, much less bringing'it forward as a 

m tter of peculation in the pulpit, he acted upon it; 
a th effect produced in the extension of the cause, 
m a· ufficient _ answer to the objections of those who 
had been of a contrary opinion. The celebrated publi· 
cation by Mr. Fuller did not make its appearance till 
ome years af~er; but the following extract f ron1 the 

"Ad ic to Youth," shows a coincidence in the views of 
th e writers, though at that period entirely strangers 
to each other. It is acknowledged that some.objections 
might justly be made against the introduction of the 
subject at all, . by way· of disquisition, in a work de­
signed expres ly for the use of young per ons. The 
te t is, ' Remember _ now thy Creator in the days of 
thy youth.' In· explaining what is included in remem· 
hering · f.1im~ · it is observed . that it must intend more than 
a bare recollection of him. " It includes a remembering 
him according·to the revelation he has made of him· 
·self, it takes in what we are to believe concerning him, 
the confidence we are to repose in him, and a practical 
regard to his commands: Should any one say, " Is. 
this required of. fallen man? " I answer, who can doubt 
it, that co·nsiders the law which we are under, as the 
descendants · of · Adani ? Though . man has · lost his 
J10 er,-· (l ' ·cannot lose his authority, nor the law its 
bintllilg efti y. ' " . 

: " But ' <?Uld if be. int}uired further, " Since man has 
. n~t. p«>Wer ttrknow, love; and feat God himself, where-
fd ··1 ·be · cf&~ Upon to do :if i,, I aDsWer, this is but 
.. i · · me· 8.s :if" you '· hould · k, " Since . m&n is 

·e carnal in his mirid, &nd in enmity to God, 
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wherefore does the la"· of God still require him to love 
the Lord with all his mind, soul, and strength ? " But 
further, since we ~ kno\v it is so, wherefore should we 

puzzle ourselves about the reason why it is so? · If we 
could find out 110 other reason why the Ju<lgc of all the 
earth has appoi1lte<l this and __ that, his will and good 
pleasure alone should satisfy us. If in his W rd he calls 
the young . to remembe1· th1eir Creator, the sinrler to 
repent, belie,·e the Gospel and he converted,· though 
they have in thetpselves no power to do it, let us re­
member that thej:'e must be some reason for it, and pro- · 

priety in it, thoug-h we should not be able to discern the 

one or the other, . , 
" There are sp~ne points concerning '~hich, perhaps, 

we shall never have full satisfaction, till we come into 
the world of light, where every doubt will be solved. 

and every diffic,u.lty removed. ' What thou knowest 
not now, thou "halt know hereafter.' Some imagine 
that these, and s\Ich like commands, only intend an ex· 
ternal reformatiqn. They might as well say, that when 
God's law requires us to love the Lord with all our 
heart, mind, soul, and strength, it means only external 
acts of love. And Who will assert this? B sides, is it 
not evident thai th~ repentance called for is connected 
with pardon ? ' Repent and be converted, that your 
inS may be blotted out. Let the wicked for ake,' &c. 

Such was · the repentance to whi<;h Simon Magus was 
exhorted, when he was discerned to be' in the gall of . 
bitterness and bond of iniquity.'.. Why shoul~ the 

·~ ·• At · Viii. ~'.~ 2S. In these and uch like : bon&tions 
nothin1.iD~ iltent with the secret purposea of God. Neit the · · · 

.-
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ministers of the Gospel scruple to follow their Lord and 
Master, who, though he assures us none can come to 
him, except th~ Father draw them, yet often addresses 
the consciences Of sinners in terms which by some, per. 
'haps, would be condemned as inconsistent and legal, 
were they not . known to be his ? See how he addresses, 
not his disciples, but the multitude, John vi. 27, Luke 
xiii. 24-27. Peter and the other Apostles copied after 
their Divine Master. This is evident from the whole 
book of the Acts of the Apostles. 

" Though sinne1·s are void of spiritual life, they are not 
mere machines, but rational creatures, possessed of un. 
derstandings, wills, affections, and consciences. And 
if it is the will of God, by calling them, through the 
instrumentality of his minister~, to repent, be converted, 
be reconciled to God, and the like ; to convince their 
judgements, awaken their consciences, and impress their 
hearts With a just sense of the nature and importance of 
these things, what are we that we should call in ques· 

. tion the propriety and reasonableness of this appoint· 
ment? 

" If the author errs in this point, he errs in the com. 
pariy of almost every evangelical writer of the last age, 
of our great reformers themselves, and of the most sue. 
cessful ministers of the Gospel that have appeared since 
their day~ This is some satisfaction. But his aim has 
been, ; ever since ·he eDgaged in ·the 

1

ministry, to follow 
t~e eample Of Christ and his disciples; and in the view 

. '-· 

minister nor his Unconverted hearers know_ any thing of these. 
.Butm'the inhUatration,or the:Gosr)el. ·men are ~ealt with simply a• 
• ·. · · :. God~·-PaipOllfCQ rW.u~ them i8 to Pl.CUlt o{ iabt," 
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to this he has been particularly led to study the Acts 
of the Apostles, being desirous to acquit himself in the 
awful work, so EJ.S .. to be ' pure from the blood of all 
men.~ He rejoi!-·es in the doctrines of distin~uishing 
grace as revealcdl for the co1nfort of saints: hut when 
he addresses a p(~rishing sinner, he thinks he i-s i10t to 
inquire about hi$ election, but to testify to him the ne­
cessity of repentance towards God and faith in our Lord 
Jesus Christ." 

The length of this quotation may require some apology; 
but it is of considerable value, as containing a clear and 
explicit view of his sentiments on a point or great im· 
portance. It was this view of the ~ubject which led 
him to exert himself, both by his writings and by his 
ministry, for the' conversion of sinners;· trusting that the 
~ame holy unction an<l Divine blessing which ha<l ac­
companied the earnest and unwearied labours of (;od's 
servants, in thus calling sinners to repentance, would 
still succeed the use of the same 1neans.* 

• During the repeated visits which .l\f r. F. paid to London, he · 
had the happiness to form a friendly connexion with many valuable 
private Christians, of great eminence in their day. One of his most 
intimate friends was:the l~te .James Smith, Esq. of Colebrooke Row, 
Islington, a deacon ·of Dr. Stennett's church. He was a warm an<l 
zealous supporter of the various institutions established to promote 
the interests of religion. The following extracts from one of his 
letters, written soon. after the publication of the '' Advice to Youth," 
exhibit. both the pious feelings of his own mind, and his sympathy 
with his friend, ~ho was at the time under -the pressure of heavy 
afflictions. It is dated March 6; 1779. '' I received yours in De· 
cember, and a~ asha~ed of my long silence. Allow me to say it 
is not owing to any . want of ~egard, for I respect you mud\ ; I feel 
most sincerely for you under your great afflictions ; but you arc in 

R .· 1· 
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In the year 1 779, a few persons at Leeds, of the 
Baptist denomination, hired a part of the Old Assembly 
Room$, and requested l\fr. Fawcett ~nd the Rev. J .. 
Parker, of Barnoldswick, to preach on the occasion of 
its being opened for public worship. It is said, that 
Mr. F. delivered a very ingenious serIIl;on, which was 
greatly admired, from Neh. iv. 2: 'What do these 
feeble Jew~?' This 1nay be considered as the com. 
mencement of the Baptist interest in Leeds. In 1781, 

. he preached a judicious and solemn discourse, at the 

the hands of a Covenant God, who knows what is best. I am glad 
to find you are so resigned; 'tis your Father's good pleasure thus to. 
prepare you for himself. Heaven wHI make a rich amends. The 
book you refer to (meaning the " Advice to.Youth") I have not yet · 
seen, but will obtain a copy t.he first opportunity. I ·showed your 
letter to Dr. Stennett, when I first received it, and he evidenced 
great tenderness and.affection for you. He is tolerably well at pre· 
sent, but often otherwise. I am glad to see from yours, that real 
religion is on the ·whole getting ground in your parts. I trust it 
does so elsewhere. I of ten ~hink that this is the best support we 
have, and the greatest encouragement that the Lord will not utterly 
forsake us, though many things look very dark at present. It is of 
little consequence .tp us as individuals how we Jlle conveyed home, 
whether in -a stomi or otherwise ; the inheritance is sure. There is 
a rest, and a secure rest too, re~aiaing for God's Noahs, and·not far 
distant." 

In a· postseript, written some time after, Mr. Smith mentiolli 
~in·g met with and per.ased the ·publioatio:n r-ef erred to in the 

ormer part of the~letter, expressing in strong terms bis approbation 
, of ,jt as likely to -be pr-Oductive of the me&t essential good. 
·, Mr. SJDith,died D·ecember 20, · 1 ·~8, aged sev.eaty-six. His bio· 
grapher ~ays of him, '' He was gentleman well known to the reli· 
.gieus world, and r:eepected whereV-er known. His piety, zeal, and 

a ,.ty·ofmanners, entitled him to ,the esteem of a numerous ac• 
• · • r tane,e; antopg whom he attained the ·name .of DemetriUJ, 

,· , . ·• ng g-Ot>d ' · Po~ of all mea and Of the uth ··ueJf.' '~ 
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opening of the pr~sent Baptist chapel in that town. 
from Gen. xxviii. :17: ' How dreadful is this place! 
this is none other -than the . house of God, and this is 

the gate of heaven.~ 
Towards the close of the year 1779, and in the com-

1 

mencement of 1780, Mr. F. was depri_ved,- -1ly the 
stroke of death, of. four of. his most intimate and faith­
ful friends. He (elt their removal most sensibly, not 
only as an individ~al, and for the sake of the families 
they left behind, bµt on account of the loss the neigh­
bourhood in which- they lived, and the church of God, 
sustained. The p~rsons here referred to, were the late 
Mr. Wm. Greenwc)od, of Oxenhope, near Haworth, who 
died Sept. 80, 177.9; Mr. ·wm. Hudson, of Gildersome, . 
near Leeds, who~ died Nov. 7, 1779; Mr. Adam 
Holden, of l-Ialifa~; and the· Rev. James Hartley, of 
Haworth. The. qeath of the first three was sudden, 
parti~ularly that of Mr. Hudson, who, though appa-, 
rently in the vigo,,r of health, dropped down in a fit of 
apoplexy, and expjred ~ short time after. In memory 
of this gentlem~n, he \vrote a poem, entitled the " Death 
of Eumenio," the: name b)r which he designated his 
friend, on accoui1t of the candour, humanity, and 
benevolence, by which he was so eminently distin-
guished. ' . 

The most inthµate frien~hip, as appears from some 
~f l\fr. Huds~n'~ ,1etters, had long subsisted between 
them, which the · CongenialiftY of their dispositions, amJ 
the ~milarity of 11 their views on religious subjects, 

. ~ · ded i9 cement \and increase. 
The following ~ lines, extracted from the poem, are 

~vidently the e]S:j>ression of genuine grief and sincere 
~Jun~ut : , 

R2 
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" Here is Eumenio's grave! 0 my foll heart ~ 

A flood of tears would give thee f\omc relief; 

Here sleeps the breathless dust of him I 1 ovcd, 

Bt)lovcd of all: who~e heavenly virtues ~h one 

vYith an unusual brightness to the closP 
Of his dear life, alas! (for us) too short! 

He was a public blc~sing to mankind ; 

And public grief attends his sudden fall: 

Each friendly bosom heaves a bursting groan • 
Each neighbour pours a sympathizing tear: 

Each servant mourns the best of masters dead. 

"As heavenly Watts lamented Gunston·~ fa ll _. 
So, dear Eumenio, I la~ent (pr th ee. 
Inferior is my strain, not so my love. 
Friendship divine, that sweet and sacred tie, 
Had bound my heart to thee, and ma{le us 01H' ; 

Hence doubly painful is the parting hour ; 
Hence I this grave with nightly tears be<lew ... 

A few elegiac ve1~ses on the death of 1'lr. 'Vm. 
.Greenwood are subjoined to this poem, descriptive or 
his amiable and charitable disposition, and of the deep 
interest excited in the neighbourhood, by the death of 
one so much beloved as a husband, a parent, and a 
friend to the poor, as \Vell as to his equals. 

Mr'. F. preached a funeral ser1non for l\·1r. Hudson. 
from Ps. xii. I : ' Help Lord, for the godly n1an f aileth,' 
&c.; and for Mr. \V m. Greenwood, from ~Rorn. iv. 20: 
··He· s~gered not at the promise of God,' . &c. 

Soon aftei- the decease of the Rev. Mr. Hartley, the 
'' _Reign of ~a~p," a poem occasioned by his death, was 
publisbed, With a funeral sermon on the sa..~e event· 

, by Mr. Cra~tree. A tribute is also paid in tliis pub­
li~ati~n tb the .memory of Mr. Adam Holden, under the 
i ' 1 ·f f <I..: f: .. 

p&@~ ·name of Philander, or Lover of Mankind. By 
a mysterioi1s providence, he, as well as Mr. Greenwood, 
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\\:.t~ snatched away unexpectedly, leaving behind them 
a numerous offspring~ of te11<lcr a~e . 

'' :\ I id ~ t Sl ' l' I 1cs of b usi ncss and <lornc~ t i c cu rc.-;
1 

Death'~ hand llIL"'l't.'ll t hr futul shaft prepares. 

A fierce disease Philander ·~ life assails, 

Baffles the healing art--
ll is (; od sustain 'ti him i 11 that g 1 oo my hour, 

\\'"hen a-U created con1forts lm;~ their power. 
\\'hen natun· faint s, and death'~ impending shade, 
ln a\rful Jarkncss, hovc)rs round the bed.'' 

The HcY. Ja111es Hartley ha<l nut cumpktc<l his 
4)8th year when he departed this life ; but the ddjcncy 

of his con~titution~ being- nrnch afflicted with t he 
asthma, had long- impressed the furrows nf ag-e on his 
{~ountcnancc. 'fhc summer before his death, lH\ bad a 

paralytic stroke, succeeJcd JJy all the symptoms of a 
consumption, which gradually brought hirn down to the 
dust of earth. ·'rtw writer most distinctly recollects 

accompanying hi~ parent to ~Ir. I Iartley'~ house, a short 
time before he died._ where thev also 1nct the Hev. l\lr. 

,/ 

Crabtree. 1.,he object of their meeting was to \"alue 

his books, the chief property he had in the world, that 
they might be suld for the benefit of his wife, so soon 

about to beco1ne. a 'vidow. I lis wish '\Vas • to set his 
house in order,' and to 1nake every necessary arrange­

ment previous to his departure. I-Ie was still able to 
·sit up, and evidenced an extraordinary degree of 
.calmness, composure, and even chcerf ulness. When 
Mr. Crabtree, who had engaged to preach in the even­
ing. was about to go into the pulpit, Mr. Hartley re. 

; 
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quested that he would not pray for his recovery, as he 
'Yas satisfied it was the will of God to take him hence, 
but rather that all needful support might be afforded. in 
the prospect of the closing scene. 

The high esteem which Mr. F. long had for the ex. 
cellent man, whose end was now approaching, is evident 
from the preceding part of this narrative; and in this poem 
he exhibits his character as a Christian minister, in the 
strongest and most pathetic language, as one who ·well 
knew how to appreciate his worth. 1'he following lines 
are descriptive of the closing scene: 

"But dear Euphronius felt his frame decay, 
By slow degrees his vitals waste away; 
His happy mind, composed to sweetest peace, 
Wish'd only for the day of his release. 

" Clear was his prospect of the vast reward 
Of heavenly bliss ; by sovereign grace prepared 
The setting sun was cloudless, bright, and clear, 
Rejoicing that the happy goal was near. 
Celestial c~mforts all his powers sustain, 
Support his fainting heart, and ease his pajn, 

. Till he resigns the sad remains of breath, 
lnfolded in the friendly arms of death."• 

• The Rev. Isaac Slee., who h3d before been a clergyman of the 
~piacopal church at Plumpton, in the county of Cumberland, was 
Mr. Htrtlefs immediate successor. He preached with great ac· 
ceptance and success for about three years. His constitution was 
delicate, and being invited to ofti~iate at the funeral of the late 
R.e~. Mr. Smith's, widow at Wainsgate, he caught a severe col~.' 
through the inclelOency of the weather, which terminated in a put .. 
monary consumption. He dieCl Jan. IS, 1784. At his request Mr. 
Crabtree preached on the occasion, from Job. xix. 25; and Mr. 
Eaw~tt delivered ·the oration at th.e grave. Mr. Whitfield, of 
H~te,rley, . published an· account of his life, from which be ~p4' 
pem U> have been eminently pious and conscientious. 
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Soon after the death of Mr. llartiey, a letter was re­
ceived from Mr. Medley, of Liverpool, from which th · · 

following passages are taken. 

'' L-, Feb. 14, 1780. 

" MY D~AR BROTHER, 

'' To-day at :·noon I had the opportunity of perusing 
your affectionate and mournful letter to l\1r. W :Alley. · 
The first intelligence of the death of Mr. Hartley, and 
also of Mr. Sug·den, was conveyed to us by it. From 
the little I knew of Mr. l-Iartley, I must sny, 'A great 
man is fallen· ip our Israel, indeed.' I shall ever feel a 
respect for his -me1nory. In reading~ the account you 
give of his last hours, how justly may we adopt tht> 
language of th~ Psalmist : ' Mark the perfect man, an cl 
behold the upright, for the end of that 111an is peace.' 
Our good and gracious God has fulfilled all his counsel, 
respecting these his servants in this world, and now 1Hl 

has in loving-kindness and mercy taken them to himself. 
0 thatl may not be slothful, but 'work while it is day,' 
and 'be thrOugh grace a follower of them, who do now 
through faith and patience inherit the promises.' In 
this vale of tears we must expect these mournful, and . 
for a season pQrting strokes ; bl.it blessed be God, the , 
scene will -ere long change, and change undoubtedly · 
for the better" I was yesterday led to si1eak. from 
Heb. xi. 40: 'God having provided some better thing 
for us.' And Will not he who has provided them for . 
his people put': them at last into the eterymi possession 
of them ? MC)st certainly he will. You know whQ 
has said, ' I am he that liveth.' Blessed be his gloriou.s 

~ 

name, because 'he liveth, his saints shall live also. Mi .. 
nisters must. die. Our heads must soon be laid in the .. 
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silent dust. But our Divine Master wanted us not 
before we were born, nor will he need us as instruments 

to carry on his work when we are no more here. 'The 
governn1ent is on his shoulders,' and Zion lies near his 
heart; so that he will most assuredly make her a praise 
in the earth, and cause her to prosper, whatever our 
misgiVing fears may suggest to the contrary. Yes, my 
dear brother, I humbly hope we shall shout and sing 

with the redeemed, to all eternity, ' He hath done all 
things well.' 

" The syn1pathetic grief of my heart has been excited 
by the account you give, in another part of your letter., 

of the falls and backslidings of so1ne concerning whom 
you hoped \veil. This, to an affectionate minister, is in 

many respects a trial worse than death itself. My own 
painful experience has taught me this. 'Ve have lately 
been under the necessity of excluding several mem hers 
for immoral conduct. On account of these things I 
have been brought · so low, as frequently to say, 'If I 
had not the precious word of God to fly to, pray over, 
plead, and depend upon, I must have given all up.' 
Both outward and inward trials have multiplied upon 
us ; but ble~sed be God, all this does not prove that we 

are not in the right way, but rather the contrary ; for 

it i·s said, ' We must through 1nuch tribulation enter 
the kingdon_i.! 

" Ori account of bodily weakness, and the loss of my 
voice, I hiive , been for a long time almost laid aside~ 

·' but through ·tender· mercy I am now much recovered. 
I ·hope I Can ~ay I · have· been kept during my indis· 
positioi:t from a· murmuring, impatient spirit ; and if I 
have not' felt raptures of joy, I have derived solid and 
substii~~ suppo~t from Scripture. 
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'' I n1ost affectionately commend you to God, and 

am yours in the best bonds, 
" SAM. l\lEDLEY .. ' ' 

Jn addition to: the affecting breaches which have now 
been noticed, anqther event took place smne time after, 
which, though Io:ng expected, n1ust have been ptainful to 
his private feelings. His widowed mother, who had 
been for years confined to a bed of languishing, waiting 
with Christian patience and resignation for her release, , 
died l\f arch 2, 1 782, aged 79. On this occasion he 
preached a funeral sermon, from Rev. xiv. 10: 'Blessed 

~re the dead whlch die in th.e Lord,' &c. 
About the ye~r 1783, a favourable change began 

to take place ii) his health ; though for several pre­
ceding years he had been so mu.ch indisposed, that 
there was little, if any probability that his life \Vottld be 

contini1ed much longer . 
At one period he had been incapacitated for his pub- ' 

lie labours, during. the space of four or five weeks. The . 
pa~oxysms were · so acute, and the attacks so frequent, . 
that, as has . been hinted before, he was in the habit of : 
taking strong medicinal preparations both to afford some · 
present alleviatfon of pain, and to remove the supposed . 
~ause ·of his ipdisposition. Notwithstanding these · 
means were continued for a long period, he experienced . 
no relief. To freedom from pain, he was a stranger. 
His extreme sufferings gradually wasted his frame, and · 
produced a constant fever. In this distressing situa­
tion he resolved. to put himself under the care of his 
highly respected friend Mr. Hey, of Leeds, and to under- . 
go the operatiop of having the stone taken out, which 
~a~ con~idered as the o~casion of his mise1·y. That 

2 



250 l\IEMOIRS OF 

eminent surgeon, when he saw the debilitated situation 
of his patient, declined pe1forming the operation,_ from 
an idea that death would ahnost inevitably ensue. At 
his recomn1endation, lVIr. F. in a great measure dis­
continued the use of medicine, and took more exercise ; 
by means of which his appetite improved, and his bodily 
~trength increased, so that he became better able to 
endure the pain, from which, though greatly mitigated, 
he was seldom entirely free. It is not improbable that 
the medicines before mentioned might have dissolved 
the stone, and that change of ha.bits prevented the for. 
mation of another. 

About the same time he began to wear his own hair, 
instead of a large white wig. This alteration, together 
with his more healthy i complexion, occasioned such a 
change in his external appearance, that his distant 
friends, for some· time, scarcely knew him at· first 
sight. A ludicrous nlist.ake, arising principally from 
his uncommon timidity in preaching before strangers, 
and es·pecially before ministers, was often mentioned by 
him in social converse. A _ poor man, to whon1 he gave 
his last appendage of this kind, attended the Sabbath 

evening lecture at Brearley Hall~ . Observing a person 
thus attired, in a distant part of the room, and not recol­
lecting the circ~mstance just mentioned, he was much 
agitated till near tl~e close of the service ; when, on a 

. more distinct view of his countenance, he recognised his 
humble friend, who had been the object of his charity. 

Finding that exercise was of great advantage to his 
· ·health, he for some time amused himself at his leisure 

hours ·with a turner's 1lathe, and afterwards with book· 
~g, an employn1ent 1Vhich; while it afforded exer­
. • t was. more Congenial With his taste. , As his bodily 
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health improyed, the vigour of his mind also increased, 
and his exertion's were unwearied in the discharge of 
the duties of his station, to which he found himself 
more equal. The extended intercourse he now enjoyed 
with many persons, of both sexes, eminent for piety and 
taste, while it was a source of pleasure, was np less so 
of mutual impro,vement. , 

The following verses, inscribed to him, under the 
name of Abdiel,-:written by one of these associates, -have 
been found among his papers. 

" Sequester'd from the haunts where folly drowns 
Each serious thought, derides each mild reproof, 
And revels in ~he lap of earthly bliss, 
Oft may the lon~s~me cell engage thy b.ours, 
To meditate ihe task which God enjoins: 
Delightful task ! 0 Abdiel, to plan 
Thy people's welfare and secure thy own. 
Delightful task ! to form thy tender youth, 
To root within their minds the great concern!i 
or life and death, of judgment, and of heaven. 
And may the Power, who looks propitious down 
On all his senrants, bless thy pious care, 
Assist thy labour, and reward thy love! 
So shalt thou see these infant hearts aspire 
To things divi,ne, their manhood clasp and guard 
The Christian,. faith, assert their Maker's praise, 
And vindicat~ his ways ; so shall the peace 
Unknown to -vice adorn thy useful life, 
And a new vigour o'er thy frame diffuse-
Blest antepas~ of i'mmortality. '' SYL v10:• 

In the yeai I 782, the first edition ?f "Hymns, 
adapted to the ~ircumstances of Public Wefrship and Pri· 
vate Devotion," made its appearan~. . Several of the~ 
hymns, of whicb a new and neat edition has recentlY .. 
been published, had been compo ed at a very early · 

... ·~ ,,,' 
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· period in life; others on occasions 'vhich sometime~ 

.occurred in the< long course of his 1ninistry, when he 
preached fro1n subjects \Vhich were not particularly re­
ferred to in Dr. \Vatts's Psalms . and Hy1nns. l~.,or this 
inimitable work no 'one could have a greater value than 
himself; it \Vas in unison with his avowed sentiments, 

and touched the finest feeling~ of his soul. On no oc­
casions did his mind approach so n1uch to holy rapture 
as when joining \vith the great congreg,ation, at the 
close of public worship, in singing these divine compo!' 
sitions. He had not the 1nost distant intention, in pub­
lishing the above-mentioned poen1s, to interfere with a 
work so long and so universally admired, but to furnish 
his friends with a hun1ble supplement for occasional use ; 
several of them being i~ metres not to be found in Dr. 
W atts's Hymn-book, and adapted to favourite tunes of 
recent composition. As he observes in the preface, it had 
" been cuitomary with him for many years, after having 
digeste<.l his thoughts on some portion of the Divine 
word, to sum up the leading ideas in a few plain verses, 

to be sung after the service, that the recollectian of his 
hearers might be aided, and that the truths he had been 
attempting to explain an<J enforce ~ight b~ mor~ deeply 
impressed on ~heir minds.'' . Copi~s of these }lyn1ns had 
been frequently circulated in a fugitive· form, and it was 
in compliance with the earnest request of n1any, that 
they wer~ ~t len·gt collected into a volume. Ile ob­
!lierves, that they had been (whatever imperfections may 
be discerned in t~e~) the ,result of much lahou1~," and 
wei;e principally composed in the midnight hours pre'! 
vious ta the Sabbat~ w.hile others. were enjoying the 
s~~ts. ·of balmy ~est." 
\ ~ ·. JlO~b~r p9J1jo~ of these poe1ns was ~ot intende~~ s.~ .. -
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much to be introdµced in public worship, as for perusal 
in private. Among . these may be enumerated the imi­
tation of the Latin prayer of Mary Queen of Scots, the 
Christian Soldier, ~nd the Hymn on Spring; to the last 
of thrse the notice of Reviewers and the insertion 

of it in the '' Introduction to the I~nglish Reader,'' have 
~ 

given considerabl~ publicity. It is unquestionably one 
of the happiest of his poetical effusions, . though produced 
with less effort than others of inferior 1nerit. * It was -. ' 

* The foJlo~j.pg is : a .c~py of it: besides this, there are several 
others in the " . Hy~;H 'Book'' ori similar · sub.j~cts; particularly the 

.5 l st and the 153rd. 
SPRING. 

I. 

" l"'o ! the bright, the rosy morning 
Calls me forth to take the air ; 

Chcerf ul spring, with smiles returning, 
Vshers in the new-born year; 

Nature, now in all her beauty, 
Wilh her gentle moving tongue, 

Prompts me to the pleasing duty 
Of h grateful morning song. 

II. 

~' See the early blossoms springing, 
See the jocund lambkins play ; 

Hear 'the lark and linnet singing 
W€Jlcome to the new-born day: 

Vern(!ll music, softly sounding, 
Echoes through the vocal grove ; 

NatUre, now with life abounding, 
S~ells with harmoQy and love. 

. III. 

'' Yonder rise the lofty mountains, 
.ciad with herbage fresh and g!een; 

Plaf ing round the crystal fountains, 
There the lowiP1 herds are seen ~ 
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composed on a fine morning in spring, while enjoying 
the scenery be there describes. This has not always 
been the c~ with those who have excelled in the de. 
scriptioil of rural scenes. With them imagination and 

/ 

There, the stately forest bending, 
Thrives amidst the limpid streams ; 

Whilst the source of day ascending, 
Crowns it with his mildest beams. 

IV. 

cc Now the kind refreshing showers 
Water all the plains arowid ; 

Springing grass and painted flowers 
O'er the smiling meads abound : 

Now, their vernal <iress assuming, 
L~y robes adorn the trees ; 

Od , . · .. now, the ~ perf~ming, 
Swe~tly swell the gentl~ breeze. 

v. 
" Now tlie tqn~t\IJ trib~, delight us, 

PercbiJJg QJl t.qe bl9pJny spray, 
And to gra.t.it udc hwite l,18, 

With their sweetly dying Jay: 
Now the ·shrill-tongued blackbird singing, 

Loudly sounds its Maker's praise; 
~ All the spacious valleys ringing, 

Teaeh as thankful songs ·to raise. 

VI. 

" Praise to .thee, thog ~eat Creator, 
Praise ~ thine from .every tongue ; 

Join, iny ~ul; with twery creature, 
Join the unive~ song; 

For te~ ~Q~Qll, ~l i»e ,iive.p
1 

FOJ." tlle !'\®•jiAa ~·4, 
. ~~ , d · . :· · · · · . ·AArP 111J 1'1p,'.t,h an"1 li'aven, 

· ~.J; 4 vM'• p ~~*l9u<Jt 
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recollection have Qften supplied the place of actual en­
joyment. The piographer of Thomson informs us, 
that his '' Seasons·" were written in a situation mast un­
faV'ourable for se~ing what he so admirably describes. 
These miscellaneous poe1ns, with many others whiCh 
might be referred · to in this volu1ne, principally owe 
their origin to a friendly connexion with a venerable · 
widow and her three daughters, who resided at Gilder­
some near Leeds. 'rhe deceased husband had been 
one of Dr. Doddridge's pupils, and having · settled as mi­
nister at Gilders~e, died in the prime of life. Enjoy­
ing a decent competei:icy, the attention of the widowed 
mother, who wa~ e1ninently distiI~guished by her ster­
ling sense and piety, was devoted to the education of 
her young fa1uil.Y~ Her exertions to train them up in 
the ways of virt~e and religion were · · &tended · with a 
Divine blessing ; :~ they all became n1embers of the Bap~ 
tist church at Qildersome. For Dr. Young's " Night 
Thoughts" she had a particular regard, and frequently 
mentioned havi~g had the pleasure of seeing and ex­
pressing her gi1ititude to a writer to whon1 she felt 
herself so much indebted. The younger br~nches of 
her family fully ~tered into. her views and sentiments. 
Much of their .:time was spent in reading books on 
religious subjects, and on different branches of polite 
learning, particularly. poetry, in which some of them 
had a talent for original composition. Mr. F. being 
often engaged to visit Gildersome in his ministerial ca­
pacity, became acquainted with. this exemplary fan¥J.y, 
and the mother, accompanied by one or more of her 
daughters, occasionally accepted the invitation to spend 
a few weeks dqring the summer at Brearley Hall. T.;t . 
his they were ; induced from motives of friendship, and · 

I 
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particularly that they might have the opporhtnity of at. 
t ending' the ministry of one whose views were so con .. 
genial " ith their own. l\lany fragments of poetry ad .. 
dressed to this pious fmnily yet remain, besides those 
contained in the volume of hymns. In a humble way 

<I' 

the solicitation of these friends produced the same 
effect which the hints dropped by .l\Irs. c·nwin and 

others of Cowper's inmates, sometimes in a playful man­
ner, and at others in the forn1 of request, produced, in 
directing his attention to the con1position of those 

'' orks which have imn1ortalized his name. 
It has often been remarked that there is a close con ... 

nexion between a taste for poetry and music. l\Iilton, 
after he was blind, dissipated the tedium which he might 

otherwise haYe felt, by playing upon the organ. The 
happy effect of inusic in affording a ten1porary rdief 
from the sense of pain, w·as often evidenced by the sub-
ject of this n1en1oir. Upon his bodily frame it appeared 
to produce an effect somewhat sin1ilar to the harp of 
David on the disordered inind of the King of Israel 

This was the principal relaxation \vhich he allowed 
himself fron1 his severer studies. The acquaintance with 
the family now n1entioned greatly tended to enlarge 

the sources of enjoyment, in this respect, \o himself and 
his domestic circle. He \Vas particularly partial to the 
solemn strains adapted to the full-toned swelling organ. 
The hundredth Psalm tune, said to be composed by l\Iartin 
Luther, was his f~vourite; and the delight with which 
be sometimes listened to parts of Handel's l\Iessiah, re­
hearsed in his own house, will not soon be forgotten by 
those who were present. The charms of the music, 
however, were in themselves an inferior consideration. 

The sublimity of the words, as descriptive of the suffer-
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ings, the character, the office~, and triun1phs of ~l~r 

~Iessiah, to which the 1ndodies were so well adnptt~d, 

formed the principal attraction. 'fhe ol~jections which 
some good n1en have 111ade to the public exhibition of 

this and other pie~l)s of sacred n1u~ic, as performance~, 
were in this case inapplicable ; as the hours de,·~ted to 

these purposes evidently had a tendency, both at the 
time and on recollection, to inspire and pron1ote devout 

feelings. If the ?-cts· of prai~e and thanksgi,·ing will 

form an esse ntial~- part of the blissful em ploy111ent . of 

heaven, surely it i? the duty, as well as the privilcg·e, of 
those who are wftiting for the consum1nation of their 

hopes and wishes; to begin their songs on earth. '"f he 

more 've enter into the true spirit of religion, the n1 ore 

. we shall be desirous to anticipate that ' song of ~loses 
and of the Lamb,' which will resound thro(ugh the an­

gelic choir. 'Vhat that song will be, exceeds the po,-.,·ers 
of human imagination fully to conceive: but in retracing 
the period now ~refeITed to, the '"Titer is reminded of 
numbers now no~. 1nore in this world, and in particular of -

the family, the incidental inention of which gave rise to 
these observations, who have left an 'honourable testi­
mony behind them of the power and efficacy of Divine 

_ grace, and now join the blissful society of heaven ; · 
where those an~he~s which they often sung on earth, 
with tears in their eyes, are exchang,ed for the notes 

which angels us~, and which the beatific vision of Go<l 
alone can inspire. 

In the former part Of this work an account has been 
given of the association which existed in the Baptist 
denomination, at the time when the subject of this nar-

s 
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rative began his public 1ninistry and continued for several 
years after; smne of the causes of its dissolution were also 
assigned. An annual lecture \Vas still kept up at some 

of the places, with a view to mai,-itain a fdendly con~ · 
nexion ; but as no letters were ·written, nor any acc.oun~ 
of the existing state of the churches brought forward, 
the advantages of Christian communion were not ex­
perienced in such a degree as many wished. lVlany 
began to regret the suspension of their associate meet­
ing's, which in some n1easure operate upon the minds of 
good men, as we may suppose the annual journeys of . 
the children of Israel did upon the pious am9ng them, 
at the return of the passover. The psalmist David 
most beautifully describes his feelings on these interest­
ing occasions, ' Thither the tribes go up, the tribes of the 
Lord, to give thanks at the remembrance of his.holiness.' 

A circular letter was in consequence addressed, by 
several of the ministers, to the churches ; in which they­
disclaimed every idea of a wish to infringe their liberties 
and privileges as independent societies, or the remotest 
attempt to exercise dominion over their faith and con­
sciences. The design being approved of by several of 
the churches, the first meeting of this kind was held at 
Colne, May 30 and 31, 1787, on which occasion a let­
ter was read, written by Mr. F. on the privileges ·and 
duties of gospel churches~. It ·was intended to explain 
more particularly the objects they h.ad in view in esta­
blishing that union_, which 'vas n·ow denomi~ted .-the 
Yorkshire and Lanc~hire .Assqciation. .. . Abo~t seven- ~ 
teen churches at fi.rst entered Into the conneXion, but 
the number has been considerably -inereased both by 
-the accession of some whlch at firSt declined to unite, 
and of others which have been_ recently established; ·~ · 
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pericnce having shown that the objects in view were I' 

simply to promote the prosperity of the cause of religion 
and the fellowship of Christians. In the plan of this. 
and other similar associations, now so general among ; 

the Baptists, it has been found that there is nothing in- . 
consistent with the rights of private judgment. Public ·· 
preaching, social prayer, reading the letters frpm· the ' 

· churche~, stating the events which have taken place 
among them as a religious body in the precedinK year, 
with the circum$tances, prosperous or adverse, which led 
to an increase o~·· diminu_tion of their numbers, the ·ways 

• and means for promoting the spread of the Gospel, and a , 
' circular letter addressed to the churches, are the objects 
, which engage and interest the attention. 

It · has . been· questioned by some judicious men, 
·whether an imi}rovement .might not be made in the plan 
of the circular letter, by postpo~ing the writing of it till 
after the letters:from· the churches are read; when the 

i 

remarks addressed to them inight be grounded on their · 
existing si~uatic~;ns, as detailed in these letters. This is ·- ~ 

the method adopted by the Society of Friends in the 
epistles written_ for the use of that respectable body of : 
people at the· close of their annual meetings ; the advice. 
contained in them is often highly de~erving of the at­
tentive perusal1lf other denominations. 

Some advantages, and no dqubt inconveniences also; .. 
might attend ~a deviation from ~ tne prese~t pra~tice. :~ 
AcCording to the existing plan, the w~ter of 'the' letter · ·. 
Jias an opportUnity of t~ing a tetrospective view of the ; ~ ~ 
. statements at. the pf.ior meetings, and1 Qf droppi:ng. such 
hints as the c~e require~. These annuaJ publicationsf 
though extensively circulated among the .churches, on ac .. 
count of the Binallness of the size, and fugitive form- ate · 

s 2 ' 

.. 
,,. . 
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seldom carefully preserved, but they are of con~iderable 
\Vorth and interest., as they not only have a ten­
dency to direct the attention of ininistcrs to compo­
sition, and thus to bring their abilities in this lvay into 
exercise, but they collectively exhibit a comprehensive 
view of the Gospel system in doctrine, and in practi~e. 
The letters published by the N orthan1ptonshirc and 
other associations in the south and west of England are 
1nany of them of great value. 'f he talents of Fuller, ~ut­
cliff, Francis, Beddo1ne, Hall, and llyland, were in early 
life usefully employed in this way. 'l'hesc ephemeral 
productions were the prelude of those invaluable works 
which afterwards n1ade their appearance; aud it will 
no doubt be recollected hy many, that a great 
part of the books published by the subject of this me­
moir, owed their origin to the sermons he preached, and 
the circular letters he wrote, on these public ;. . occa­
sions. He was often requested to print single sermons, 
and in some cases he co1nplied; hut he had in general 
a great objection to it, as, ho\vever they 1nay arrest the 
atte:µtion, either from their own impre sive nature, or 
from local circumstances, they are often doon1ed to neg~ 
lect and sink into oblivion. From this and other con­
siderations he was induced, in several instances, to 
enlarge upon the ideas he delivered in seriuons, and 
publish them in a more permanent forn1. 

He was, for a long course of years, regularly invited 
to take~ part in the public services, at these associated 
·meetings; and be, or. his friend Mr. Crabtree, frequently 
preached the concluding discourses. The subjects he 
invariably fixed upon,,. were such as he considered to be 
of, the greatest importance; such · as were of general 

concernment; .at once calculated to encourage and 
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edify the minds of professing Chri-,tians, and to 
aw·aken the attention of the careless an<l unconcerned. 

In a letter, lately received frorn a v.,~ orthy 1ninister in _. 
" 

the neighbourhood, after having expressed his senti- ~ 

mcnts of the deceased, as a minister and a writer, he 
says, " It is almost forty years since I first lwar<l him 
preach at an ass~ciation at Ackrington. The , subject 
was the nature and necessity of religion. At the con-

" 
clusion of th~ service, that ad1nirable hymn, composed ·, 

by himself, and afterwards inserted in his Hymn~book, ; 

was sung: 

" ' Religion is the chief concern 
Of mortals here below : 

May I its great importance learu, 
lts sovereign virtues know!' " &c. 

. . 

11 ' This sermon was profitable to n1any ; and has left a .. 
t: . 

strong and lasting impression on my mind. 
" A few years ago, he was engaged on a similar oc- ; 

casion at Bacup; the text was, Rev. v. 12: ' ·worthy , 
is the Lamb that Was slain,' &c. I never saw a congrc- : 
gation so much affected. The remembrance of it is : 
still precious to those who were present. He delivered ~ 
another me1norable discourse at Salendine Nook, on the ~ 

" 
mystery of Providencl'. His last sermon there was, on ; 
the glory of the heavenly state, from the words of tha : 

Psalmist, ' The Lord will give grace and glory.' I am . 
ready to suppose that some who sat under the sound of­
his voice, at that time, will recollect what they then 
heard, till they come to the actual enjoyment of it, and 
that the~ employinent of heaven itself will not efface 
the remembrance of it. If it were necessary to de­
scribe the strain of his preaching. on these occasions. I 
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might say, it was nervous, plain, and practical, adapted 
at once to infor1n the judgn1ent, and con1fort the heart. 

Our association n1ust suffer a severe loss by his decease ; 
but while \Ve mournfully exclaim, 'Our fathers, where are 
they ; and the prophets, do they live for ever ? ' we may 
take comfort from this consideration, that' Jesus Christ 
is the same yesterday, to-day, and for ever.' ,, 

The mention of a few other texts will call to 1nind, in 
some who yet survive, the effect produced by his ser­
mons, when addressing the multitudes assembled on 
these occasions. 

At Rochdale, May 19, 1785, .Amos iv. 12: 'Prepare 
to meet thy God, 0 Israel.'~~ 

* The outlines of this sermon are here inserted, not as displaying 
particular ability, but as showing the earnest desire he had to im­
prove those aeasons for the spiritual advantage of his hearers. I. The 
meeting here intended calls for our attention, and what kind of a 
meeting it will be. ( 1.) There is a meeting of God in his ordi­
nances. ' Thou meetest him that rejoiceth and workcth righteous­
ne11.' Preparation fo1· this consists in a proper sense of our wants ; 
of the importance of what we arc attendini to ; earnest breathings 
after God, and faith in the Divine promise. (2.) A meeting God in 
his judgments. (3.) A meeting of him at death: ' At an hour when 
ye think not, the Son of Man cometh: This will be a meeting from 

'hlch nothing can exempt us, neither youth, nor strength, nor 
beauty, nor wisdom, dignity, nor meanness: Eccles. viii. 8; a 
meeting to which mankind are called, at different ages, in childhood 
and in youth, as well as in advancing years, from thc ,cottage aud 
t'tom the throne ; it is often sudden and unexpected, in an hour 
_,,,,,.,tve 1J.inlh1·oh Eecles. ix. 12. Many warningt are given of it in 

Di•e Word, i ·th de•th of others, and in our crwo infirmities. 
Yet fttw, alas 1 think seriouily ~fit: ' 0 that they were wise,' &c. 
It ia a meeting which will put an end to our present state of 
e~lstence, cut short our worldly purposes and projects: Ps. cxlvi. 4. 
It •iH be very different according to the state· in which we are found ; 
U. · is drivenaw•y, but the righteous hath hope in his death.' 
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At Manchestel· (170 )), Luke x . .J~ : • One thing- is 

needful.' ACkrington ( l 79G), Psalm lxviii. 18: ' G lo­

rious things are spoken of thee, 0 city of God.' Salen­
dine Nook, Psalm lxxii : " Men shall be blessed in 
him.' This serl)1on was considered as bearing a strong 
resemblance to some which had dropped from, the lips 
of the Rev. Mr~ Venn, and reminded many of those 
who heard it of . what they had felt under his ministry. 
It was truly a season of sweet eujoyment, and refresh-

ing from the presence Of the Lord. 
A publication, which canw out in the year 1793, 

entitled "The Cross of Christ the Christian's Glory," 
was, at its first: appearance, a circular letter. As con­
taining a brief, .· yet comprehensive view, of the glories 
of the Gospel manifested in a crucified Saviour, it hn ~ 

Finally, it will produce a surprising change in our 1-;oul;; and bodies ; 
' this corruptible shall put on incorruption, and this mortal immor­
tality.' (4) Ther~ will be a meeting with God at the last, the great 
day of judgment; .this meeting is certain to take place; the justice 
of God an<l the eX press declaration of Scripture require it ; it wiH 
be signalized by the most awful events. It will be a general meet­
ing: 2 Cor. v. I 0 i ' We must all appear,· &c. A meeting of trial ; 
a final meeting; it will therefore be most dreadful to rnuny: Ilcv. i. 9; 
' Behold he co1ncth with clouds,' &c. A rnecting to which the view~ 
of good men are directed : 2 Cor. v. 9, 10; ' We labour that whether 
present,' &c. It Will crown their best wishes, recompense their toils, 
vindicate their ch{lracters, finish salvation: 1 l'ct. i. 9 ; rewur<l ~heir 
benefactors, and a<lmit of no separation. 11. Wherein a state of pre­
paration for this tneeting consists. In regeneration: John iii. 5 : in 
repentance, faith, . the pardon of sin and acceptance through Christ, 
a good conscience, in being dead to the world, having clear evi• 
dence of interest .in Christ, and being found in a waiting posture. 
' Be diligent that: ye may be found of him in peace wi~hout spot 

and blameless.' " . 
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met with general acceptance. rrhc ideas advnnc d by 
Maclaurin, in his eel hratcd treatise on the same sub .. 
ject, are here condensed into a s1nnll compass. It wa 
on of those ubj ,cts on \vhic_h the author felt himself in 
hi elen1ent; it wa. the theme on which, of all others, 
he most delighted to dwell; not with the coldness of a 
1nere speculatist, but with that holy fervour which in .. 
spired th Apostle, when he exclaimed, 'c;od forbid 
that I should glory, save in the cross of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, by whom the world is crucified unto 1ne, and I 
unto the world.' -The sweet comment upon this pas­
sage, in Dr. Watts's Hymns, \Vas particularly precious 
to him ; and he could ne\"er repeat it \vithout the 
strongest emotions : 

" When I survey the wondrous cross," &c. 

Several large impressions of the pamphlet on the 
Cross of Christ were printed by the author himself, 
and it is now gaining a inore extended circulation, being 
one of the pieces distributed, and sold at a low price, by 
the British and Foreign Tract Society. 

Of the many ordination sermons, which 1\fr. F. deli­
vered, none ~as more impressive than that from our 
Saviour's words : ' He was a burning and shining light.' 
The former epithet he considered as descriptive of the 
feelings of the man in his personal character, and the 
latter of his· exertions as a minister. 

In the year 1784, the subject of this Memoir wa 
olicite.d, by his landlord, to occupy another farm, in 
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addition to Brearl~y I fall; the ground being adjoining·, 
and the buildings tjot far distant. 

Though atten<leo with smnc inconvenience, several 

circumstance8 poir1tcd out the propriety of his compli­
ance with this rcq\1cst; particularly the increase of his 
establish111cnt, for which the lodging--roo1ns \vere in­
adequat<~, and the · advance of hi s own family towards 
maturity. llis per8onal feeling's, also, as a studiou.s cha­
racter, were intf\rPstcd; this inaterial addition to the 
premises affording him an opportunity of selecting a 
roon1 1norc f avournble for i:ctire1nent than he had before. 
In all the changrs : of situation which took place in his 
pilgrimag·c on t:'arth, some place of retreat from the 
crowd, where he 'Could be surrounded by his books, his 
silent but beloved companions, was his favourite object. 

A friend, who lived on the opposite side of the valley, 
where he could see the window of his study, often re­
marked, that whfther he rose early in the morning, or 
from any cause hnd occasion to sit up later than usual 
at night, in the .winter season, thC light was generally, . 
if not always, v~sible in his apartment. As often as 
the circumstance~ of the family would permit, he with- . 
drew, during the {lay, from the bustle to his study; and, • • 
in the evening, hC frequently repaired to the same place, . 
after his pupils w·cre retired to rest, seldom returning till 
the midnight hour. It is not improbable, that the 
exercise he was under the nece sity of taking in passing 
between the hou~es, which were, at least, a quarter of a 
mile asunder, might be of some advantage to his health. 

April 1, 1785,.: l\ir. :F. was deprived, by the st.l'oke of 
death, of his eldest daughter, Sarah :Fawcett. She 
was in her nine~enth year, and had shown an inclina­
tion to undertake· the care of a number of young person , · 
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of her own sex, for which the steadiness of her conduct, 
her engaging disposition, and acquirements, well quali .. 
fied her; but when the a1Tange1nents for that purpose 
were completed, 'vith every prospect of success, her 
health began to decline ; and after languishing for many 
1nonths, and continuing in such a state that for weeks 
her death was daily expected, she at length left this 
world, like an expiring taper, almost without a sigh or 
a groan. She had a strong interest in his paternal 
affection ; but he was enabled to bear this heavy trial 
with Christian patience and resignation : to this, the 
composure which she unifor111ly evinced greatly contri­
buted. A letter, now before me, 'vrittcn by a dear 
friend, who was then an inn1ate in the fan1ily, feelingly 
describes the emotions of the afflicted parent, when 
anticipating the parting stroke, with the tender and 
pathetic petitions which he offered up, both in the 
family and at the bed-side of her who was about to be 

,/ 

taken from him. The evening before her death, the 
family had asgembled, as usual, to pray with her. She 
appeared · more cheerful than for some time before ; so 
that there being no apprehension that her end was so 
near, most of her relatives i·etired to rest. About 
midnight a change took place, which soon terminated 
in death. Though his own feelings were stronger than 
language could express, his first care was to communi­
~ate the intelligence, to those who were not present, in 
such a manner t.hat the anguish of the parting stroke 
might be diminished, b pouring in the b.alro of .consol~ .. 
tion. He felt as a ma~, nd as a paJent; yet he did 
not sorr.ow a1 those who have no hope. . It was, indeed, 
~ne , leading trait in _his character through life, that 
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paratively trivial, Bon ctimcs unnecessarily p(\rplcxt•d 
his mind, anp led him to <lraw gloomy conclusions ; 
amidst overwhelming trials, the energies of his soul 

were called into· exercise, and he e,·i<lencc<l, in an 

eminent degree, the composure and fort itude of the 

Christian.* 
• The following extract of a letter, uddrc~sed t.o him on another 

occasion of severe dom_:cstic affliction, and written by one who was 

intimately acquainted !)oth with hi~ character and trials, is evidential 
both of the ten<lel"l~st sympathy, and of the holy resignntion, which 
he was enabled to exercise in the day of trouLll' • 

" My dear, my invaluable friend, will believe that I f~el the most 

affectionate solicitude, and that my earnest pl'litions have frequently 
been offered up for him, antl h:s family, amidst present afHictions. 
Great God, thy judgmL·nt~ are inscrutable, and thy ways pa~t find­
ing out! yet mercy and c~mpassion arc attribntes whtch thou de­

lightest to exercise; <ancl, therefore, in Thee will we )'ft hope. 
'Light shall yet rise out of darkness, and the voice of joy and re­
joicing be heard at , the. habitations of the just.' The Alu1ighty 
will, ere long, folly vindicate his darkt1st dispensatiom;; aud wP, who 
have wept and mourned together, shall unite in songs of pr:ii~r : butt 
before this happy termination arrives, patience mu~t ha\'e it~ pcrrect 
work, its fullest exercise. The great Author und Fin~~d1cr of our · 
faith was made perfect by sufferings; and it. is by following his 
footsteps, that we sh<ill be made partaker~ of the glory to b~ re· 
vealed. ~1uch do I owe to you, my inestimable frit:tl~, for tit(: 

advantage I have received, in time past, from your C'x<tmple, your 
instruction, and cour~scls ; but the lessons I am uow aiming to learn 
from you, surpass aH that I have seen and admired bdore. That 
holy resignation, th~~ composed submis~ion to the will of H~a~cn, 
which you now exe~plify, in the midst of these afflictive ,· j~ita· 
tions, afford the nob}t:!st t.estirnony to the truth of religion, and the 
lllQst convincing prQof of it1 Divine clficacy, that humanity can 
exbibiL · 

" Affiiction is the good man·s shining s.ccne, 
" Prospe.;·ity conceals his brighte ,tray· 

" I do pray for you, that your faith fail not; but, alas 1 of how · 
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The remains of her who was now taken from hirn 
lie at 1-Iebdenbridge, with the following inscription on 
her tomb: 

In memory 
of 

Sa.rah, Daughter of John Fawcett, 
of Brearley Hall, 

who supported a lingering indisposition 
with Christian patience, 

and, in the cheerful prospect of Immortality, 
departed this Lite, 

April I, 1785. 

" If we believe that Jesus died, and rose again, even so them 
als~ that . sleep in Jesus will God bring with him." l Thes. iv. 14. 

This long-continued and heavy domestic affliction 
was, as he intimates in many of his letters, still extant, 
of great service to him in the discharge of an important 
part of his ministerial office, to which he was frequently 
called;· namely, the visiting of young persons who were 
languishing under the power of flattering, but fatal dis­
orders. He felt and evidenced the tende111est sympathy 
towards them, and by his correspondence (son1e parts 
of which will be hereafter introduced), and his personal 
interviews, he was happily instru1nental in bringing 

little avail can such po\verless breathings be ! This idea often dis· 
courag~s me. Were I happily conscious of that purity of heart 
which is required to render prayer efficacious and acceptable in the 
sight of God, I could sometiines be more importunate ; yet, ' He 
will not break even the bruised reed, nor quench the smoking flax.' 
Tiie great ~ntercessor pleads for you above ; his intercessions are of 
lovereign avail; for' Him the Father heareth ~ways.' Thr~ugh Him 
grace and strength shall be imparted to support you in this conflict, 
~~iog his own precious · promise : ' I will never leave thee nor 
forsake thee.'" 

them 
porta1 
con so] 

It 
bee on 
butt< 

Tht 
of inc 
occur 
years 
if the 
perso . 
per10i 
inter] 
So mt 
coal : 
gent] 

on a 
had 
~imil 

you t i . 
1ngs. 
they 
men 
pens· 
your 
afte1 
yard 
hear . 
SC\0~ 

rem~ 

· coul1 
·thro 



n him 
lon on 

;o them 
v. 14. 

liction 

xtant, 
ortant 
llently 
1 were 
al dis­
.pathy 
parts 

rsonal . 
ngmg 

en dis· 
r heart 

in the 
., 'He 
g flax.' 
are of 

·hHim 
mflict, 
~e nor 

269 

them to an acquaintance with Christ, and those all-im­

portant truths nvd promises which are the only real 
consolation ·of a dying bed. 

It is thus th~t the afflictions of God's people 
becon1e blessings : .in disguise, not only to themselves, 

but to all with whom they are connected. 
The decease of Mr. }'.'s daughter was the only in~tance 

of inortality, exc~~pt in the case of an old domestic, which 
occurred in the family, for the space of more than thirty 
years. 'fhis wil;t appear an extraordinary circumstance 
if the number of youths (often inattentive to their own 
personal safety): is considered, who, during this 'long 
period, were ent,rusted to his care. In one instance the 
interposition of -Providence \\'as strikingly manifested. 
Some unsuccessful atte111pts had been made to procure 
coal in the pretnises belonging to the se1ninary. A 
gentleman, who: had forn1erly been a pupil, came over 
on a short visit ~· and from the recollect~on how n1uch he : 

had enjoyed ap unexpected holiday, he solicited a . 
~imilar indulg·epce for those Dow around him, whose 
youthful ardoq.r rendered them alive to the same feel- · 
ings. It waS granted, on the express condition that 
they should no~ approach the · dangerous place above- , 
mentioned. Stin1ulatcd by curiosity, and by that pro­
pensity to enjOy forbidden pleasures so often seen in . 
young persons; a number of them stole away, and 
after having l~oked · into the pit, which was about ten 
yards in depth; and thrown a few small stones in, to 
hear the effect that would be produced, urged by con­
scious guilt, they made a precipitate retreat. One alone 
remained unobserved. who took up a stone which he 

· could not properly wield, so that while attempting to 
·throw it in, he was precipitated headlong to the .bottom 
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. of the pit, and pitched his head on the very stone which 
he had taken up. His companions soon missed him, 
and having given the alarin, a person 'vas let down to 
him in the bottom of the · pit. 'Though his skull was 
much fractured, so that a surgical operation was neces­
sary, he soon recovered, and survived this accident many 
years. . 

At the time when the intelligence of this distressing 
event was brought to the ears of the master, he was 
pleasing himself, 'by e111ploying the short interval of 
relaxation in fixing upon a situation, in the adjoining 
orchard, for the retired cell which has been mentioned 
before. Alas ! how often are our visions of future . 
enjoyment, even of the most innocent and rational ki~d, 
suddenly obscured by thick darknQSS and some un­
foreseen catastrophe! 

In the year I 788, the " Essay on Anger " was pub. 
llshed by subscription. The first idea of this work 
originated in a sermon delivered at one of the public 
meetings. The- subject itself being rather uncommon, 
and the manner of . discussing it adapted for general 
uiefulne11t he was repeatedly urged to con1mit his 
thoughts,/ to the ·press, .either as. at first delivered, or in a 
· o~ ·enlarged font .. ; the latter of these appeared, on 
all accounts, moa~ eligible. It is scarcely necessary to 
detail the contents ·of Uiis workf as it has been pr.etty 
·generally read attd appr~ • .. ·It mayt however be ex· 
~cted· ehat iORlething sh uld be said relative to a cir-
. mltanue ich; 'though very contrary to the ·author•s 

:wu.-.-· .. as been- frequently mentioned. . For · the 
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Btitish constitution, as a fabric which had been gradually 
reared by the "~isdon1 of ages, he felt and uniformly evi­
denced great revei·ence. He had a particular attachment 
to the august .Fan1ily seated on the throne, both on 
account of the extended privileges of a religious nature 
enjoyed under their n1il<l administration, and the personal 
virtues of the reigning So,rereign, "·ho was nearly coeval 
with himself. A.s it is a principle in human nature to 

desire that, 'vhe1~e sincere and grateful sentiments of · .. 

respect are felt, et.hey should be con1 municated to the 
object of them,, he en1hraced an opportunity, offered by 
the kindness of a friend, to present a copy of this . small 
work, acco1npanied by a humble address expressive of 
his sentiments, to that venerable Personage. 1,his he 
afterwards learned \vas gracious} y received, and perused 
with approbati;on. I-le 'vas repeatedly induced, . , 

in conjunction with others, to solicit the exercise 
of royal cle1nency in mitigating the severity of that 
punishn1ent which the law denounces ; and it gladdened 
the syn1pathetic feelings of his heart to know that these ~ 

petitions \\rere not unavailing; but the modesty of his 
character made him often regret the publicity which 
had been ghren to this subjcct.-How mysterious, that 
the evening of life in one so distinguished by private 
virtues, and de~ds of condescending benevolence, should 
be ~o beclouded, as to render him incapable of witness­
ing the joys atjd sm"ro"'s, or even kno,ving the grateful 
and sympathetic emotions, of his family and people! f 

In tire year 1792, 'S01ne time after the death of that .· 
excellent 111an, Dr. Caleb Evans, who had been no less· 
eminent as an :eloquent prencher than as a tutor, l\fr. F.·. 
was invited, f>y the Bristol Education Society, to 
become President ·of the Bristol Academy. Aldetinan 
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Harris, and Thomas Ransford, Esq. were delegated by 
the society to wait upon . him with the invitation. 
Much as he felt himself hopoured by their intentions, 
his present attachments, his various engagements, 
and his advancing years, forbade a compliance. 
His habits of life were now fixed ; those sentiment! 
\Vhich had influenced his determination in his younger 
days, when ·invited to remove, were now become, 
if possible, still more deeply rooted ; as many induce­
ments of a temporal nature, through the blessing 
of. Providence on his exertions, no longer existed. It 
was a matter of great S!ltisfaction to him that the views 
~f the society were subsequently directed to one so well 
·calculated for discharging the duties of that important 
statiou. 

Though the superintendence of a nu1nerous family~ 
ministerial exercises, and ~tudies preparatory to them, · 
engaged a principal part of Mr. F.'s attention, and 
could not leave much time for other pursuits, he 
showe~, at this period of his life, all the assiduity which 
becomes the youthful inquirer, in enlarging his stores 
.of gene1~a1 knowledge, and perusing those works, in the 
different departments_ of science, with which no lan­
guage more .abounds than the ·English. IIis own expe· 
rienc~ had taught him the advantage which the man, 

. the Christian, and t~e minister, may deriv.e f1·om ,an in­
crease of information bn various subjects ; for though 

. ' t~e world by wisdom knOw not God,' though vain phi· 
losophy has at diffi rent periods oh cur d the lustre of 
. Go ~ ligh~, and though the l~.'esumpiuou ostentation 
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of smne sciolists may have given occasion to the enemies 
of learning to speak evil of what they understand not: · 
yet the diversified acquisitions of knowledge, if properly 
improved, are handmaidens of wisdom in the best 
a~d 1nost impo~~tant sense of the word. It is well 

. known that learning and religion revived together. 
~~ Era mus, in mat;Ly respects ~he mcst eleg·ant scholar of 

. \ 

his age, though . he <lid not afterwards co-operate with 
'Luther, yet by his attatks on the absurdities and 
nb~ses of the church of Rome, particularly the monastic 
institutions, afforded hin1 indirectly_ the most important 
aid. Had Luther himself, and Calvin, with the rest of 
that intrepid band, been destitute . of literary acquire· 
ments, they would have been ill qualified for that great 
work which th~y were instrumental in a·ccomplishing. 
Destitute of learning, they could not, without the .in· . 
terposition of n1iraclcs; have been able to translate the 

. . 
Scriptures int~ the vernacular tongues, defend their 
doctrines, dr r~pel the arguments of their subtle an­
tagonists. 

If we have , never nlounted the hills and traversed 
the valleys beyond our confined habitations, if we hav·e. 
never heard o( empires and kingdoms of almost bound· 
less extent, we may be ready to imagine that this world 
afforcJs no excellence superior to our own, and- that in tra­
versing our narrow contracted circle, we know all that is 
necessary to ~ learned ; but when we surpass our native 
boundaries, sufvey the population, manners, customs, &c. 

. of other lands,· and above all, when on looking upwards, 
we find that ~umberless worlds move in the immensity. 
of space, all under the governJ11ent of a Supreme Agent, 
we then indeed see our own · nothingnes , we are led to 
exclaim, ' What iS man that thou art mindful of him!' and. 

T · 
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' · anity co· fe , ." Thu it will b, in xploring the vastly· 
./ nd d fi ld ·of · cience.· If- th .. f!bject ar ;pur ai c1 

und . f . proH r 1i . iJ:atio . , : iheJr. cannot fail . . t . pn : t0 .· . 
pr . ot l umility~ ~ :to .in pir d votio~; and. to nlarg 

,. 

th ul. . ,. ~ .. . ·' 
or ~ illu tration ·~f. thi. w . ·.may . refer to · th.e .gr at · 

po tl Paul. :He hltd be n b!ought up at thdeet of 
· amali 1 ; and ev~n a s~perficial attention to hi ·writing 

mu. t Mw, that tQough, aftel' .his com::' rsibn, ~e coun~Q 
• all thing but lo · ~nd dung for the exceUence of the 
. nowl dg~ of Chri t Je llS/ ana had th r ~o. t humbling 
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, · ~: ; ~ , an~ h . w, d a ~ind w. I~ ver d, no~ only in the 
qi. .. 8.ll~ cu tom , but · n th eel IJl'ated writing of 
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____ ,...._ "~ H, ~t~y allud . iUµ ~r4tions of hi ub~ 
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"':·14;bf c~~~, ? Th~y ;mi hti'~ ~ n _ rr ' cir l hav -~ ifh1 
.th . a1~n-_ G' th · nf; . b'u.i.v~h .. p ·rman nt aclv nta 

. . deriv.,· d f1 nr t. if ~i-iting . n 'div ifi 
' . . · . ould ha: . b n .lo' t, ' r r t h r n \~ l' kn wn. 

conn ~ i . w,i~h ' uch nam the <l .c .as 'd 1 y b m n-
, , tiori d . th whol ·of hi li fe W' evid uti l f'f th <'ll , 

he h~d of the importanC of 1 rning nntl of th dv· 11 -

tage.to b deriv ~d from it. 
A ~. a r la.: ~tion from · verer "tudics he wa un -om­

m,only inter ' i ·q. in th 1 rusal of biot;rnphi al a cm~nts 
and hi tor.ic re ord • 'fh liv f ~\ 1nin -nt 111 .)11 , ho\\"'­
ev r minut ly l' lat d,_~hav alW' y , ·~ be · n found to ./ .it~ 

the 11eculiar attention of th n ~a d in iinil r pur-
uit . Th y h r th difficutti s which th r had 

to encounier, the xp di nt by whi ~h th y bviat .d 
them, and th\ .. ucc whi h ultimat ly crown d th ir 
ffort . _, Of -th writin ~ f th ju tly c 1 brat d J r. 

· John on, he wa ·tr m ly fi n~. 'I'h ' mnbl r " (a 
titl by no m· an ppropriat to th Tav , phil > phi l 
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timable valu , both a · r cordi.n i~ a pl a i ig rnanner 
the incid nt which o ~urred in the bio raphy of tho 
whos nam he enrol among the votari of th Mu~ · , 
and a a body of profound critici m ; thou h it mu t b 
acknowl dg d that on ome occa ion hi b tt r judg­
ment was bias ed by th e pr Uudic and that im tu· 

ity of temper Which cast a hade ov r hi cha act r. 
His "Journey tO· the Hebrid ," writt n by hit ·lf, w' h 
& Well' further account of that tour, nd the inut , 

·accourit publi bed by the same writer of r. Joh 
T2 
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" Life," often aft'orded rational amusement, in those hours 
when he was prevented by disease from att~ding to hjs 
regular avocations. Some time after the publication of this 
last mentioned work, he wrote a letter· to l\Ir. Boswell, 
expressive of the pleasure and advantage he had derived 
from the Doctor's \vorks, and his gratitude for Mr .. Bos­
well's assiduity and perseverance in tr~suring UfJ his 
sage remarks, and relating the incidents of his life. 
Mr. Boswell, in a polite reply, enclosed, at· his ,request, a 
specimen of the Doctor's hand-writing. He often la· 
mented ~ that a man Who illustrated almost every subject 
on which he wrote with the most profound and judi-
. cious observatiohs, had not clearer conceptions of the · 
gospel system: the want of this, as is evident from his 
"Prayers'' and ''Meditations/' threw a gloom, a morbid 
melancholy· over his miQd, and rendered the slow, but 
inevitable approach of deatm, often dismaying. Yet 
the many occasions in which he expresses, though w~th 
trembling apprehensions, his dependance on Divine 
mercy, cc;>nnected with deep humility and earnest de· 
sires, encourage us to hope that the termination of his 
bodily atllictions was a happy :release from. sufferings of 
every kind. The faith of good· men under the former 
dispensation was sometimes 8~ .weak, that 'through fear 
o£ death, they were . all their life time subject to 

· bondage; ' i and even under ·the present dispensation, the 
~ews· and ,e:xpressions of·pious persons may be, in some 
m~aau.re, beclpUded, though· the. principles essential to. 

· the: Cbrjstian ·· ~character · niay e:x1st in · the , soul. Tbis. 
, ~Dsideration · liould 1 lead us to avoid. those . hasty con· 

clu,,··oris-as to · t~e present chuacters· and·. final condition. 
~: others, Whi~h our Divine !Master s() pointedly con-. 
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The sermons written _by the Rev. Dr. Blair of Edin· 
burgh, about this time, attracted the attention of the 
public, and for a succession of years were more gene· 
rally read, especially a~ong the higher ranks, than any 
other works of that'.description. Discourses of so much 
celebrity could not fail to engage the notice of'one who 
had an insatiable .avidity for reading, and who had 
devoted so considerable a portion ~f life to pulpit com­
position. While he was far from considering them as 
proper models for the imitation 'of him whose object it 
is (as it ought to be the aim of every n1inister of Clnist) 
to alarm the secure conscience, and to call sinners to re­
pentance; and lf hifo he regretted, as much as any could . 
do, that inore. explicit declarations are not given of his 
views as to the· way of salvafion by Christ Jesus; he 
admired the perspicuity, good sense, and attractive 
graces ~-the writer, in discussing many practical sub- · 
jects. The instructive lessons which may here be found, 
as to the regulation of the heart and government of the 
passions, the discharge of relative duties, &c. are such, 
·as no one can seriously attend to without being profited · 
l>y them. For this reason he frequently selected some 
passages from these compositions for Sunday evening 
reading to his tj-umerous charge. 

It is wen . known to those w.ho are acquainted with · 
literary ariecdotes, that tbe manuscript o~ the first 
volume· of these sermons, when sent to London, with 
great difficulty met with a purchaser; but they were not 
1.ong known1 ·befpr~ the press could scarcely supply the 
increasing demand for that and the succeeding volum~s. 
To those who have read th.em.all, it is scarcely nece ary 
to· ~mark th.d: a . coDsiderable degree of sameness is 
observable aS to the matter and mode of illustration in 
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many of the latter volumes. The 1nind of the author 
w.a like an even flowing trea1n, which is beheld .with 
plea ure, while it n1oves along in its noiseles b d, 
without any of those bold cataracts and roaring torrents 
which at once strike with surpris and _admiration. We 
shall in vain look here for the glowing eloquence of a 
l\iassillon, a Bo_ssuet, or a ~-,aurin ; or for the nervous 
r asoning of a Barrow or a Clarke. As a proof that 
Dr. Blair's views were far from being averse_ to the 
evangelical system, he wrote a warn1 eulogium• on the 
1ninisterial character of his .coadjutor 1\lr. \Valker, pre· 
fixed to the first volume of his posthu1nous sermons. 
These discourses, which are justly held iu high estima· 
tion, contain the most undisguised and unreserved 
avowal of his, sentiments, as to the leading truths and . 
doctrines of Christianity. They are remarkably ani~ 

~ated and impressive, e~hibiting in an energetic inanner 
~he glories of the Gospel, and its tendency .to promote 
holiness of heart and life. 

. . 

. . . 1_The course of leqtures which Dr. Blah~ .published to-
tWards the close of, fliB life, was read with peculiar satis-

• i * An extract may not be ·unacceptable to the reader. " With 
~g~rd to ·Mr~ Walker's publfo labours· I need not say much to those 

· wh·o have so long had· ful~ p~~of o(h~s talents, and experience of his 
~i?ui~;r ~µ~ fidel~~y _in_ tlte ~ini~try of the Gospel. . There indeed 

lie ·appe~red in his highest charaqter, as 'an eminent and successful 
1 ~~Oure?iD. th"e ~d's -vineyard: -To tliis work his greatest ai}plica· 

OD' .8'_bent. · ~:\Wth this\heillowed ,notliing else to interfer~. By 
.the , a.lee, .;µ, ai e· 5J 18.Jl~~ ~· ~ simplicity· of compoaition iD bis 
.aennqns, ~~ ~',~~ :"!l- :,pl ,,11; , 'lj .ce onch.n~g:r of W. delivery,,he 
r~~~: ~~Q . ~ ~1~~ .. ~ d J,~~~y · ac;q°'*r~~ .~~J.,>~tat.~oQ. ~ ~ut ~ere ~eputatu~~ 
wal ~?~his o~ject. · 'H~ · ~ini~ ~at fe~tifyirig the· wliole 'cou~sel of 
- .'e"". grace · of~GOd ;L at '-· di¥iii g ·ri'ghtly to every: man the , Word of 

U ~ . r 8 t . e ~j llO~ant, ·.a . . -~ the -careless; reproving 
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. faction by the s\1bject of this naITative, and trongly r • 
commended by him to the young persons under hi 
care, and to others with whom he wa otherwis con­
nected, who had a taste for literary researches. It 
justly ranks higher than any other work hich has 
since been published on a similar plan ; and nothing, 
except that perverted taste in c01nposition 'vhich has of 
late been too 1nuch encouraged, can cause it to sink into 
neglect. Mr. F. having occasionally corresponded with 
the Doctor, wrote a letter to him on this o'ccasion, to 
·which the following reply ·was given. 

" SIR, 

" I received a few days ago the letter with which you 
honoured me. The testimony which you are pleased to 
give · to my College lectures .and other writings, as · 
having been of any use and comfort to you, cannot fail 
to he very accei)table to me. It is, indeed, one of the 
highest gratific~tions one can have in this world, to 
receive such testimonies of having been of service to 
others. 

''The. success which Providence has given to 1ny pub­
lications is much beyond what I had any title to expect! . 
and what I have -great reason to be thankful for. I am: 
now very far advanced in life, having been a n1inister 
for above 50 years, and am in the 76th year of my life ; 
yet still, I bless God, enjoying a very tolerable share 
of health, and continuing to discharge the usual labours 
of the r- pulpit. . I hope you will have much satisfaction 
and comfQ.rt in the numerous pupils you have educated; 
and in the congregation to which you minister ; and it· 
hall be my he3rty wish that all your labours· may be 

• 

I 
• I 
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crowned with success; being, with a very grateful sense 
of your approbation and esteem, 

" Sir, 
" Your obliged and most obedient humble ser,rant, 

,, HUGH BLAIR. 
" Edinburgh, 

cc 26 Dec. 1 794." · 

Facility in composition is generally acquired by prac­
tice. The subject of this Memoir had already written 
much ; · but his advancing years produced an improve. 
ment in his style·, to be accounted for principally by hts 
studying the best models, and availing himself of the 
rules and directions contained in the above-named 
standard works,· and many others of a similar de- . 
scription. 

In the year 1794, " Letters to bis Friends, by the 
Rev. John Parker, with a Sketch of his Life by Mr. F.,"· 
appeared from the press. No man was more respected 
than Mr. Parker in . the sphere in which he moved, 
though, as that was very confined, this work has never · 
attracted that attention from the public which the soli­
citation of his friends and its intrinsic value gave reason .. 
to expect. The sketch of his life states that he was 
born at Barnoldswick, near Colne, March I e, 1725 ; 
~a · that he . derived great adVantage from attending 
occasi~ally ' the. ministry of the Rev. Mr. Grimshaw, of 
Haworth.~~"· ·He {afterwards ·became a member of the 

· c~rch': under· ·the · ·care of Mr. Alvery· Jackson. Mr. 
Jackson rJloticed'._ his:·: early ·~ jliety and advancement in 
Jmowl~ge, ~~d encoUraged him .to• tum his thou&hts to 
tbe:' UllillStry. · -'.: ~ . ·· .. ,. , _ , . . · · · . 

-~ lJJJthe yeai1753, after ·miich hesitation, he was pre-
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vailed upon to ip~k a little in public, but never settled 
any where as a stated minister till the death of his / 
pastor, l\fr. Jackson, in the year 1763 ; when he sue .. 
ceeded him in that office, and continued to labour there 
for many years. His voice being weak, and his manner 
of speaking slow, he \Vas not formed for beton1ing a 
popular· preacher·; but to a mind imbued w~th those 
holy dispositions and pious sentiments by which he was 
eminently distinguished, his discourses were peculiarly 
sweet and acceptable. I-le shone particularly in the 
domestic circle, ~nd as a correspondent ; he w·as always 
ready to suggest so1nething pertinent to the cases of all 
with whmn he was conversant, not forgetting nor over­
looking even the :menial servants. This, together with 
his unaffected simplicity and humility, made him a plea­
sant inmate wherev~r he can1e. His vie\vs on the grand 
truths -of Christianity, with some points of minor im-· 
portance, very ~uch _ coincided with the sentin1ents 
maintained by Mr. F., and this no doubt had its effect 
in producing a close union between them. The letters 
were principally selected from those addressed to the 
pious family at .' Gildersome before-mentioned; to the 
minister of that church, and to Mr. F. himself. lVIr. 
Parker's longest and most frequent journeys were to 
Gildersome, where he was always received with the 
greatest cordiali~y. l\!Jr. F. had been acquainted with 
him for more than thfrty years ; and he often mentioned 
the pleasure and· solid advantage which, in a religio~s 
poh~t of view, b~ derived from his friendship. Towards 
the close of life,: .l\fr. Parker removed to Wainsgate, and . 
continued to pr.each for so1ne tin1e after he was totally 
blind. He died May 29, 1792, in the 69th year of 
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his age. His fune1~al sermon was preached by Mr. F. 
from the words of the Apostle Paul to the church at 
Ephes , Acts· xx. 25. 

Some time after the publication of '' Pa1·ker's Life and 
Letters," Mr. F. had ?D opportunity of purchasing, at a 

cheap rate, a prin~ing press, with a small quantity of 
type ; and in conjunction with an es·teen1ed friend,. who 
had long resided in the family, he frequently amused 
hiriiself with printing short pieces of poetry, original 
and selected from approved w1iters, for the use of his 
pupils, and for distribution 'in the neighbourhood. With 
that perseverance which distinguished most of his pur­
suits, he soon aft~r fitted up an apartment as a printing 
office ; and after procuring an additional stock . of type 
and other necessary articl-es for· the purpose, he engaged, 
in May, 1796, a person whoflad been regularly brought 
np to the bu~iness, arid who was well qualified to conduct 
it in its different departments. He soon afterwards 
issued proposals for publishing a." Life of the Rev.Oliver 
. Heywood," and a treatise written by him, entitled " Life 
in GQd's Favour," to appear in monthly numbers~ 

_ Tile chaTacter of Oliver Heywood he had long held 
in the· greatest veneration ; ;!f be. frequently went to the 

' .. _: ';Jn ··the jntr9<f~tiotr.~- one :of his sermons, on the 2d Epistle -of 
J~. ~'verse : · ~: Loo~ . 'to j:ouraelves that ye lose . not those things 
~ch , w_e have .:".r~~ght, ~~~ that we- receive a full reward:' 
lhe 'fi>llowing. p8ssage8 . occur: "T'have in my possession a MS. 
l>iar, ef'· M_r. Oli"'.e~ Heywood, in. his· oWn hand-writing. On th• 
Uth Qj>?t1ay 1679, ._ -I find ihi& \meniomndum-..~ ·God ~lped me in 
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place of worship which was-erected for l\fr. H eywood, 

in the latter part qf his life, at N orthowram near Hali­
fax, and to the h~use in which he lived, then occupied 
by 'one of l\ir. F,'s. acquaintances. The circumstance of 
Mr. Heywood's having relinquished Coley Chapel, when 
the Act of Uniformity passed and the events connected 

' \vith it, would not . have induced him to enter into those 
I 

particulars after such a lapse of years, if he had not 

noticed many thh1g'3 peculfarly excellent in his cha-· 
racter, both in looking over his l\1S. papers, 'vith which 
the public were pot acquainted, and perusing many of 

his excellent printed works, son1e of which 'vere beco~e 
very scarce. In the introduction to the work above 

·mentione~ after _having observed that he had been 
several years collecting material~ for a life of Oliver 
Heywood, he adds, " I venerate the piety of 1nany of 
those learned and_.eminently useful ministers, who were 

excluded from the church, without entering minutely 

into their politicai syste1n, or undertaking to vindicate 
their conduct, in every respect. It is often found that 
contending parties are, in some respects, both in the 
\Vrong. This maY: be accounted for by considering the 
common weakne~ses of human nature in its present 
state. I am far _fron1 having any intention to revive, 

prayer and preaching all the. <lay ; the congregation was large, and 
the season solemn; my text was 2d John 8,' the words just read. 
l\fay the same God who blessed this eminently great and good man 
115 years ago, graciously assist us in our poor attempts at this time. 

. That heavenly man lias long ago received his reward. How be im­
proved '.~he words read it is not possible £or us to say. lfe wus a 
scribe well instructed, a man of warm piety, full of zeal for God 
and <!harity to men. :11 would have been a high gratific~tion t? ~ear 
him, but we have th~ same God to trust in, and the same Spirit to 
bel.p our infinpities.~~ 



MEMOIRS OF 

in the lea~t degree, that asperity which formerly sub­
sisted between. the members of the established church 
and those ·who differed from it. Let every one be 
fully persuaded in his own mind respecting in odes and 

forms of religious. worship, but let it be remembered 
that the disciples who forbade those who fol.lpwed Christ 
knew ' not what spirit they were of.' Nothing is more 
evident, than that the presence and favour .of the Most 
High have been granted both to Conformists and Non. 
conformists; that the pow·er, life, and spirit of religion, 
have sometimes eminently appeared in the estabµshed 
church, and at others as eminently among those who 
have separated from it. God is my witness, that the 
desigri of this work is not to advance the interest of 
a party, ·but the cause of religion at large.'' 

The plan of ·this work was scarcely brought to ma­
turity, before the· sale of the estate, with a variety of 

· other considerations, led to. his removal from Brearley 
Halt 'where he had resided more than twenty years. 

. At this juncture, Ewood Hall, a large mansion in the 
neighbourhood, capable of accommodating. his own fa. 
niily, as well as that · of the writer of these Memoirs, who 
was connected with him in the education of youth, be­
ing< unexpectedly at liberty, after. some deliberation a 

re~oy~l. was concluded upon, which took place, Christ· 
m~, 11796. _ This .ho~e ·was rebuilt about a century 
ag<? ; .. ~nd. there is ~ traditionary account that its site was 
the :birth.place Of Robert Farrer, Bishop· of St. David's, 

. . who .with Cranmer, lt~ey; · Lati~er ,&c. suffered martyr­
~o~ ill Queen Mary's' reign. It is certain that he was 
~pm itJ ibis neigbbourbQOd ; · an~ .the circumstanc~ that 
the: .we it~lf; · aJ14 lordship, of the vicinity. have been 
for, ages ip possession of an ancient· and resp~table family 
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of ~he same name, renders it more th~n probable that 
the account is correct. The veneration which is felt for . 
those noble 'vorthies, who for the sake of conscience 
sacrificed all - that the world holds dear, in some sort 
attaches to the places with ·which they were connected. 

This house · having . been recently modernized and 
greatly improved, atf orded accommodations for a, semi­
nary much superior. to the former situation. A small 
apartment in the garden Was here selected and fitted up 
as a study. Mr. F~· often mentioned this period of his life 
as by far the mos~t active. and laborious, having, in those 
hours which he could redeem from his other engage­
ments; to prepare materials for a moRthly publication 
which, under the title of " l\Iiscellanea Sacra,", was con­
tinued, till two volumes were completed, exclusive of the 
·"Life of Olive~ Heywood," and ''Life in God's Favour." · 
He very frequently prepared copy in the evening, which 
was printed on the following day. 

The " Life of Oliver Heywood," contains much inter­
esting information respecting the times in which he 
lived, and the characters of eminence with whom he 
was connected. The manuscript diary before refeITed 
to, from which ·many extracts are taken, was esteemed 
a great curiosity, being written in a very small hand, 
with much care and exactness. Several editions of the 
''Life'' have ~en called for; and it is probable that, if 
Mr. Fawce.tt's other avocations had not prevented, 
many additions woqld have been made to it, from mate­
ria~ in posse~'.sion of Mr. Heywood's collateral descend-
ants, · and other _persons. · 

In writing the " Miscellanea Sacra" he obtained 
very little ·as·sistance, though he urgently requested it · 

' frgm . his friend1. The Esaay on " Christian Commu· 
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nion," · published al~o in a separate pamphlet, wa .ori­
ginally· a co tribution to the wvrk by the writer of this 
Memoir. He was indebted· to the kindness of two in .. 
di vi duals, in furnishing materials- for the '' Life of the 
Rev. Mr. Senior, and of Mrs. Crane." The largest 
treatise contained in this periodical work, ·is entitled, 
" . The Preciousness of Christ !o them that believe." 
·It forms, as a separate publication, ·a volume of consi· 

derable size; and was. written in consequence of a re. 
quest to print a sermon he had preached at an associa· 

tion· on that subject. . 
AbQtJt this time the writings of Paine against reve-

h\tion · were industriously circulated among the lower 

class, and infidelity appeared to be making rapid pro­
gr.ess. \Vith a view to · counteract the eftorts of the 
ell# · of religion, and to confirm the minds of the 

1 

w~v~ring, Mr. Fa,vcett, after having . preached a se~­
mon on. a public occasion, from the words of King 
.t\~ p~; to faul, ' Ahnost thou. persuadest me to be a_ 
ChristiaQ;' at the solicitaiion of the ministers then 
pre~nt; ·"'·•·ote a short sttrnmary 0£. the evidences of 
Gbristian~ty. ,This proved . a word in season unto 
. any. . It i~ one important and convincing proof of the 
t $b· . . J Christi.anit1',. that the inost viole1it attacks of 
i oppQ~ t$ d" bu serve. to. sho~w the impregnable 

r C)f ·t "o e arguments which evince·-its Divine au· .. · 
t · orl~y; •.. ~ l Whilst th insidious and secret designs of in­
fiie· ·; : ,y· oft n· entangle .and ensnare. the~minds of the 
. . y~ ;Ute e is. no. reasqn· to. dread the consequences 

of ~pen hostility ; for. it has often been seen~ ·that the-~ 
. J ~ rhas b¢eu assaile , iii .this Way~ the · mC>l!e~ glorious -

ati . · .mmple e 1 hav~ been: its. tri'Umphs. .. As.the tr.eatise 
~~~--..... · ~· . hlteildNliy an eans to supe ede' -Iatger·'and . 
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more elaborate works on the subject, it was printed in 
a cheap and popular form, both as part of the pedodical 
work, and for separate distribution. 'fhe design he had 
in view was briefly to .state the evidences which might 
ratiopally be eKpe,cte<l in favour of Christianity; ·the 

evidence arising fro1n the credibility of what is contain­
ed in the Scriptures, and from the cha1·acters and 9uali­
fications of some ·of the writers ; the evidence arising 
from the concur~ing~ . testi1nony of heathen writers; 
from the-prevalence of the ca.use a1nidst great opposi­
tion, though promoted by inean·s nchich, in themselves 
might appear inad&Juate ; and the evidence arising 
from ·the patience, fortitude, and cheerfulness, wit:h 
which primitive ~hristians endured persecution. 

The " Miscellanea Sacra" also contains, among _other 
pieces of considerable interest, an " Essay on the Wis­
dom, Equity, anµ Bounty of Di vine Providence,'' which 
had been the subject of a circular letter, and was more 
extensively dispersed under the title now mentioned. 
It exhibits a comprehensive display of Divine provi­
dence, a subject · mysterious · in itself, best, if properly 
considered, calculated to inspire submission, and to afford 
consolation. 

AJarge Sund~y school having been established int~ 
neighbourhood, ' in the success of which he felt great 
interest, he wrote, unsolicited, a small book, entitled, 
" The History Or John Wise," · for the use of the child .. 
ren ; which has obtained a more general circulatiqq 
than any of hi~ other publications. It was begun and .. :· · 
completed in a few days ; the family not being at all · 
apprized of ·his · design, till he produced the copy an 
read it in , tile ~ompany of a few select friends. . Thii . 
litt}€; volume shows something of that versatility , Qf. 
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talent by which. Dr. Watts .was so eininently distin. 
guished, wh1ch can adapt itself to the lowest gradations 
of :~ntellect, t.o the firs~ dawn!ngs of reason, as well as 
t<Y. those subjects which delight and edify the culti­
vated understanding. l\fany anecdotes· which have 
been mentioned to the writer, show the eagerness with 

- which children have read ~his book for the purpose of 
entertainment; the simple tale being related in so na­
tural a manner as to produce on their minds all the 
effect of reality ; but the author had the satisfaction to 
know, that it had not only been. a source of much in­
nocent amusem~nt, but of essential advantage to young 
persons, in ° leading them to a serious attention to the 
best things. To a pious mind this is a consideration 
which is infinitely more gratifying than the applause of 
the great, with all the false glare and empty boasts of 
science. ~ 

. The British and Foreign Tract Sdciety has printed 
_a. neat ~di.tionof " ·The History of John Wise," with 

· plates, suited.- to fi~ the attention of children on the 
most_ i.nteresting.incidents related in the story. 
-· : Mani <>ther. publications might here be enumerated 

· _ which successively issued from. the press, some of them 
' origin&l, and ; othe~ new editions of books~ which had 
long · ~en out· of., .print. ~ Among the former may be 

· ~tjoned." . a:i>ainplet on the " Order and Constitution 
,..a.Gospel Ch~cht a "·sermon oD the Death .of the 
~~'.Mi,~ »Littl6woqd," :and, '~ ·Thoughts . ori the.Revival 
.of{ Belipn,l~ . amo~g ~ ~1ie latter; .· ~~ Gouge's sure Way of 
Thrlvi ,"~ and :" ·Wa 'son~s~ Treatise ."on Christian. Con• 
· te' -~~ _.t," ·both . ~£ them . ~ · little: abridged and ·~9· 

· ·i~ ,·r~~T&e· :firit ; ~d~t~on Of·- '' Dr. w·I.li&Jns's Christ· _ 
· · her"' ·. (w· smaij · 1jJortion of.the work excepted; 
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JOHN FAWCETT, D. D • .. 
which was printed at Halifax), issued from the press ; 
·and the correspondence necessary in editing that va .. 
luable book, was the 1neans of his maintaining a friendly 
connexion _ with · that truly respectable and much lament ... 

ed divine.• 

* The following extracts contain some interesting information 
relative to the progress of that work. 

" Rotheram, Sept. 16, 1799. 
'~ My letter must consist of expressed obligations and apologies, If 

the latter of which .is not a little painful to me. I thank y6u for 
your last valued present, the funeral sermon, which, as well as the 
larger publication, 'Christ precious to them that believe,' is well 
calculated to promote our best interests and highest enjoyments. 
. "I little thought that the appendix, &c. of the 'Christian Preacher,' 
would have met with such interruptions, or would have taken up 
so much of the fow intervals from regular business which I could 
devote to it. For . above four months a branch of my family has 
been exercised ~ith a severity of pain and weakness, not to be 
described : nothing remained for · me but the most assiduous at­
tention to his distressing case4' by day and by night. TJ~rough 
much mercy, and to the astonishment of the medical men who 
attended him, he is now able to move, though for about three 
months totally helpless and in excruciating pain." 

' I· 

--- . ' 
" Jan. 4, IROO'. 

" You have now waited much longer than is agreeable to my 
feelings, .fer the remainder of the volume under hand. The appen• 
dix has cost me n~arly as much time and attention as th~ whole 
book beside. It contains a scientific arrangement of many hundred 
volumes, with a critical sketch of the most prominent character of 
almost every work. I hope I may venture td say, that it is the 
mpst _COlllplete Theological . Bibliotlteca, for the Christian preach et 
and ev~~ical divine, in the English lan_guage. . 

"When I first undertook to revise _' Jennings and Frank,' with a 
tew .riot~ and a ~ecommendatory preface, ,! ·little thought,in what it 
wou~d .terminate; 'a book above six times the bulk, and twenty 
~ea the labour~~· 

' -. 
l 
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In the year 1800, Mr. F. was induced by the de­
clining state of his health, which had no uoubt been 

·injured by hi close pplication, to dispose of the printing 
concern, ~~1ich, afl r being in hi possession more than 
four years,~ waS removed to Halifax. This released him 
from the obligation of providing materials tq keep the 
press at work, though he still continued to Wt'ite occa­
sionally, when he was either solicited by ~is f1iends 01· 

saw a probability of rendering service t? the public. 

But w~ 'Shall here -pan~e, and retrace some of the 
years . which preceded the period we· are now upon, so 
far as they .were distinguished by the establishtnent of 
the Baptist Missionary Society, which in its com1nence· 
meat and progress deeply interested the 1nind of him 
who is the . ubject of these Memoirs. ·In .. biographical 
accounts the ' order or time appears in general to be the 
most cleftf and sati factory ; but there are cases in which 
it may be ·re proper, without reference to particular 
years, to class together the ·papers .and other articles re.: 
latiye to tran actions which took place, and especially 
uc~ as , ~~· nQ partlcular i fluence ()fl -othei· cir· 
, · a _ . acoord· g to- the succession of 
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" The Evangelical Magazine," which, from iti cotn­
mencernent, has been conducted, and till continue to 
be so, by ministers of the gospel, of different denomi .. 
nations, has been . the means of forming a bond of uriion 
among themselves, their numerou friends, and con­
nexions. Wherever such an union takes place, on proper 
principles and with suitable motives, it cannot fail to 
stir up the n1ind to love and good wo11 ks, and to be the 
means of putting into execution those benevolent plans 
which solitary and divided efforts would in vain attempt 
to accomplish. It is uµnecessary to enter into a detail of 
the proceedings of the London Missionary Society ( evi. 
dently an offspring of that union), which has ·been for a 
succession of years so nobly supported-so widely ex­
tended in it operations. · 
· The Baptist Missionary Society, which, if the-write 
is not mistaken, was prior in its formation to that ju t 
mentioned, originated with a number of ministers resident 
in N orthamptonshi_re and the adjoining countie . They 
wei·e. conversant with the mo t eminent Transatlaptic 
divines:. they admired the holy ardour · of Br inerd, 

' andi the perseyering industry and · dbinte1~e ted l • 
b9urs. of .the· Moravian brethren; having 110 -scruples 

A , 

· as ·to ~he .propriety of addressing im.penitent sinners,-
they / longed. to be employ d. in so important, though 
ard a . work~ In the year 1791, a meeting Of 
minister .. being· lield at Clipstone in Northamptonshir~~ 
t· o- Ons :w 11 preached ; ~-the on · by Mc. Sot.cliff 

:y,,: ,onJ.JealOU y for the . Lord o£ . t ; the 
~ / : ei" on tl e perhic1-0u1 influ n of 

,...,...· ... ~y f · the· ~- Bapti t mini t r at Le., e ter. 
nWPE•n:t,.fired · lth the noWe arcJou. ·of q. 

llW!i51Gllll.n't. liil~ • .,.. Wll • 1 d .- to p po · th . q ti 
vi 

I 
: .• ,,. 



92 MEMOIRS OF 

" Whether it was n~t their incumbent duty to attempt 
to do something towards spreading the Gospel in the 
heathen world?'' In con equence of this inquiry,whkh 
implied what * his own conviction were, he .was re· 
quested to draw up a pamphl t on the subject, which 
was' p1inted some time after, as. well as the sermons. 
before-mentioned. The society was established Octo· 
ber 2, 1792 ; and the proceedings of that and the fol­
lowing meetings were conducted with great cordiality, 
but without much noise. The circun1stances attending 
Mr. Thomas' s proposal of himself as a missionary to 
the east, and Mr. Carey's pro1npt and firm determina· 
tion to accompany him, are too well known to need in. · 
sertion here. Though tbe pecuniary resources of the 
Society were at first very small, and discouragements 
presented. themselves, such as might have dismayed the 
stoutest heart-they were determined to attempt some· 
thing ; and they found that they had but to make 
known . their wants, in order ~o obtain the necessary 
supplies. . The · most generous exertions were made, not 
oµly by many of their ~wn connexion, but by numbers 
of· other . communities, who approved of the plan on 
•hich the business ·of the Society is conducted. A con­
side~ble · ·p&Tt o~ the . money collected is appropriated 
. ,. . usively, to·the translation ·of the Scriptures ; a work 
~ror·:·~:whicb. the. missiQnaries t .they have sent out are 

r ehjinentlr ·ctua'j~ed. ,.: ~ f~~~1;. •• \~ •.· 
~ · · · :-.: ~he • · ~etiens ·Qt. this. ,.infant , society .Were. at. an 

eaYly· .ridd comUl ca~ ·io;M~ J?.~ arid ,excited ~ in his 
'mind ·1tbe··'.~~ t: live y, • n~t.i , He lqW.ckly caught. the 

· boly flame; atl~ i ttlle year .179 · he.1>ublished a .s~aU 
. · : , patapl:rlf4 . en~ , .. '~.: C:o · "de ·. tipns. rehr,tive·to sending 
. ·· ·. • ,, • ·· , · IJM?DII: the .Heathen ; '~ .stati:Jlg .,what b3d 
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been done by former societies, and the prospects which 
now opened to view. The interesting n~ture of the 
subject, and the fa~ts related, gave this pamphlet (many 
copies being gl~en, and others sold at the low price of 
one penny) an extended circulation; and the effect pro­
duced did not disappoint his expectations. A· meeting 
was held at Halifax, as a central place, nt which he 
was appointed secretary -of an auxiliary society. 

By the assistance of his venerable friend, Mr. Crab­
tree of Bradford, _ who entered- most cordially into the 
design, the sum of two hundred pounds was soon 
raised and forwarded to Mr. Fuller. This was intro­
ductory to a reg~lar correspondence. Some of l\fr. 
Fuller's letters merely contain an acknowledgment of 
the receipt of the sums annually subscribed and col­
lected in support of the mission: and being written 
amidst the pressure .of urgent and important concerns, 
cannot be s~pposed to contain much information ; but 
there' are other$ in which he lays op n the genuine 
feelings of · his soul as a Christian, a minister, and a 
warm supporter of the cause in which he had em­
barked, and in which he rejoiced to see so many others 
engaged. 
· Two copious and valuable works having been pub­

lished on · the _Life of Mr. Fuller, it may appear to 
some irrelevant to · swell the size of this narrative by 
eJQtracts from ,his letters ;. but though the writer has 

· laid many aside which he once intended to incorporate1 

in" this volume~ he cannQt bring his -· mind to suppress 
the 'whole of a correspondence which had every thing.1 

·oodearing in it ~that Christian friendship and congeniality 
of views could prodµce. Of the contents of Mr. ,F.!s. , 

. . 
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letters, addressed to this valued friend, some idea may 
be formed from l\ir. Fuller's replies. 

The first letter, dated January 28, 179.2, gives an ac .. 
count of the proceedings of the Society to the time of 
l\ir. Carey's proposing hin1self as a missionary. 

" It was a solemn day, spent, as several others have 
been, in fasting and prayer. . \Ve feel, as you may sup­
pose, a mixture of hope, joy, and trembling. \Ve would 
not act rashly on the one hand, nor tardily on the 
other.· It is not a business that we have undertaken in 
a hurry :-..for eight or nine years we have been praying 
for it ; we now think we oug·ht to do -something more 
than pray. We have solemnly bound ourselves to God 
and each other, at least _ to make a trial. \Ve have by 
congregation~ collections and private subscriptions ~d .. 
vanced about one hundred and sixty pounds, and the 
work goes on. 'fhree or four hundreds more will be 
wanted, and that in little more than three months: we· 
rely upon ·the blessing of God, who, we hope, .will in­
cline· the hearts of our brethren throughout the king· 
dom to help us .in so good a work. Any sums of mo. 
ney conveyed to me, brother Carey of Leicester, Sut· 
cllif of Olney, Ryland of Northampton, 01· Hogg of 
Thrapstone, will be thankfully received. The sooner 
the better. as . the tiin~ is shortw-Mr. Carey will be in 
yo part in the course of a ·Week or two on a vi it to a 
relation, Hear him preach, and you will give him a 
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'' Jf the abo,·c hould meet your appr JUH 4 ion, '\\'"e 
-Oope for your friendly concun'ence, and that you \\ill 
use your influence, not only in your own cong ~~gation, 

but amongst the churches in your neighbourhood. I 
am not insensible of the disadvantage u der which I 
write, being an entire stranger ; but I hope )·ou l\ill 
think of the cause_, and forget every thing else. I feel 
.that willingness t~ exert myself, that if an excurs~ >n of 
two or three weeks through Y ~rkshire, or any other 
county, would pr()lnote it, I would cheerfully engage in 
it. Though unknown in person, 

''I am 
" Your affectionate brother 

" In our common Lord, 
,. ANDRE\¥' FULLER.,, 

" Kett 1ring, Feb. 4, 1793 .. 

, " Mv -VERY DEAR BnoTHER, 

" I have known and 1oved you eve1 since I sa\V your 
Elegy on dear l\1lr. l-lartley. 1\fy h a1't, about Clcv n or 
twelve years ago, di "Olv~ in reading over that EI gy. · 
The third in nun1ber of your ' Book of IIy1nn-. ' al o ha 
often atf orded ·n1e. a ong in cret, full of mourn ul plea-
ure. My lot, a ther describ d, for near twenty years, 

has b en full ·of ·change · : la t June the partner of n y 
life was taken extremely ill, and o-ri Augu t 23d died. 
A .week ago I lost the use of one ide of my fac · y 
pe ch is affected, but· no't so much a to incapacitat · 

me entirely for. preaching. There are so~e ympt m 
also which aff 01·d hope that it i not paralytic a~d that 
I may in process of tiin recover. 

" About eighte n · y ar a o, I aw the vener bl 
Hartley in London, among th mini ·te t the coffi c-
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house. I felt an union of heart with him, though I 
never spoke to him, and I suppose he knew nothing of 
me, as I was then only abotit twenty-one years of age, 
and had preached little more than a year. At the age 
of seventeen I became a 1ne1nber of the. church at So­
ham in Cambridgeshire, which is my native plnce. At 
the age of twenty, they called ine to the niinistry, and 
at h~ :lnty-one chose me for their pastor. .l\Jy heart was 
much united to them, and ~heirs to me ; yet there were 
some circumstances that necessitated 1ny removal from 
them in 1782. This was one of the heaviest afflictions 
I ever experienced. It was while my rnind was 
agitated by suspense as to n1y removal that I saw your 
Elegy on Mr. Hartley : I have not got it by me, but I 
never forget one line : 

" '-!\.nd in his native village lived and died.' 

I wep~ bitterly to think I could not do so too. You 
will excµse me for writing thus much about myself. 

" Your country is indebtecl to us for a Sharpe whom 
we could ill enough spare. We must not greatly com­
plain~ however, since we are indebted to you for a 
Sutcliff,. 

~' I am~ ever rours, 
" A. FULLER." . - . 

" My heart rejoices that you have so cordially entereQ 
Jnto the mission business. Blessed be God for opportuni­
ties of proving our ~ove to hiip,-and l>lessed be those 
that embrace them ! Surely God; our own God, will 
l>ie~s us ! Fo:r my own part, I am su~e I have been abun­
~~11 rep~d for ~ th~t I have done, by the pleasure of 
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doing it; and hope lto be douhly repaid in the fruits that 
may folfow .-'Vhen you write again, send me six of 
your printed pUp r'\ . Please to tell me your age, and that 
of your brethren around you.-Excuse this question, I 
only wish to be bet.ter acquainted with you . 

" l\'Iy complaint~ through mercy, is re1noved frmn 1ny 
face; but I have such a 'veakness about my head, that 
I cannot read, write, or think closely for tw~ hours 
~ithout bringing on the head-ache : I suppose it was .a 
slight paralytic stroke, probably occasioned by great fa­
tigue, care, and much, ·writing. I 1nention this because, 
though it does my- heart good to hear of your unremit.­
ted labours, yet I wish you to pay son1e attention to 
your own health. I wish, as you say, \Ve had a \Vhite­
field ; but every age is not blessed with one. I think 

· there is a plan· a~nongst the American Baptists of se­
lecting from the.mselves a minister, whose strain of 
prea~hing is the.· most interesting and profitable, and 
engaging him to .visit different parts pf the country, ancl 
preach at each place as he goes. Isaac Backus, I 
think, was lately chosen at an association in New Eng­
land, to go and ·visit the churches in· . Virginia and the 
Carolinas. Such a Pian as that might. be of use in 
lesser districts. · I mean, suppose a person, whose turn 
and talents were of an awakening tendency, were en­
gaged at an association, to travel through all your con­
nexions, visiting -th,e least as well as the greatest churches, 

ind so on in oth~r connexions. . 
" Present my warmest esteem to the Society and the 

ministers, when .you see them~ 
· " I remain, 

'' Affectionately yours, 
f' A. FULLEi." 
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· '' I ·received ·from brother Sutcliff lately a letter, 
'including · one fr.om Mr. ·Crabtree. I was rejoiced to 
aee the ardour of mind which possesred the venerable 
inan r : ~r exertions have already been amply repaid 
by ·the increas:e . of · Christian love, and the revival of 
veriy. Christian graCe w.hich they occasion. I have no 

. doubt that the work ·will go on; and those \Vhose hearts 
are too cold to aid it are· to~ be pitied ; theirs will be the 
loss .... · •.••.•.••• 

. " ' Kettering, 12th A priI, 1793. 

ff' ' ' VERY DEAR BROTHER, 

· . " ~ ·.r · pave defi~~~1~d · writing to you till I should he 
'1Dle.to. i!lf()~~ ,Y~U . of the issue of the application for a 
Passage:;· a~d I can~ ~~JW ·say, t~anks be to God, ,tliey 
iire·, em1'arled.nn ·haard the Earl of Oxford East-India·­
~n· ·' Sur~Iy ,the're JiaS been a wonderful concull'ence . 
~t :i>r' ',vid~nce· i~ ii1iS business; a concurrence whicl1, 
· ~-ih~ .Sfe.tems·: of :Pr~vidence and grace are in fact but 
One· etfec~· sy.sk~~ may inspire us with hope of 

. •. . ·,, . . 
success. _ .. . ; 

i. - , . 

': ·_- ( · .. sU~~t : part ()f the letter contains a copy 
ttie ' r~luti'onrt at the Leicester meeting.) · 

t i. ; I : \ i~ . ; : ' ~· ! I ~ 
1
7•: v ~.. ~ ~. ., ~ ~ ; ~ ; > 

-~~ ~ l -. rad~ was · also drawn up, and signed by tl1~ 
Society; ·to llarn. BoShcio Parbolee, and Mohnn Chund, 
er, anr; other C~stians in. India .who might be united 
with them, congratulating .. and exhorting them, and 
~Dlend·ng our .brethren ThOmas and Carey to them. 
· " Surely I need not say . it WM ·a solemn and atfeo­
tionate meeting ! 0, 1 f dear Sir, thousands of 
tears o ·joy ·~h .. . e ~ been .. · ,shed on this occasion! Our 
heUU : are: enlWged ! We love Christ better ; we love 
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one another better; ·a new bond bf union subrlst~ be· 
tween th churches and ministers who have etnbarked 
in this cause ! Ho'v many names vill no\\~ be em .. 
balmed in our re1nembrance for ever. 0 how it cheered 
our hearts · to read your animating letter, and to .find · 
such an ardent soul in the ven rable Crabtre . n1ess­
ings crown his latter· days and yours! Your efforts 
doubled our ~xpectations ; and so have many others. 
When ·we review the shortness of the time, and the 
1nagnitude of the , object, we seem _ ' like those that 
drea1n.' It seems to be too great to be true; but 'God 
hath done great things for us.' 0 that he may yet do _ 
greater things by us ! ' We fasted, and prayed, and 
trembled, when " 'e set out.' It seell)ed to us that we 
were launching a vessel that required superior abilities 
to _ steer it-at length 've ventured; and hithert-0 we· 
have succeeded. Surel)bthe Lord hath been our pilot! 
Perhaps the greatest storms are yet to come : but be it 
so; our eyes shall pe up to him. When Christ . 'vas on 
board the vessel, it could not sink; and those ~who 

doubted were reproved for their 'vant of faith. ··Re.; 
member me to Mr. Crabtree, and all your friends. · 

" I remain 
" Affectionately yours, 

"A. FULLER." 

· " Kettering, August SO, 1799. 
" My DEAlt. BROTHER, 

. '' Thanks for ·your kind inquiry after my heaith. I 
am still incapable of mental application, witheut suffer­
ing from Uie. head-ache, and probably I shall never be· 
.much better, I am _ just able to preach twice on a 
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Lord's Day. As to composing sermons, I have reason 
to be thankful that, in twenty years' labour, my mind 
has b~en, in some measure, furnished with knowledge, 

. otherwise I should now find it difficult to go on. llow. 
·ever, my heart is as much in n1y work as ever ; and 
my anxiety for the salvation of souls has increased. 
Unde.r these impressions, I find but little difficulty in 
preaching 'vithou~ much premeditation. 

"I wish the piece, on the Socinian cont.roversy, may he 
attended with a blessing. It has cost me much thought. 
Had not the composition been finished before I had 
the paralytic stroke, it would never have appeared; 
probably it may be my last labour of the kind. 

" It gave me pleasure to find, by your association 
letter, that the next annual meeting will be at your 
place. It is in my heart to come and see you at that 
time ; . but what unexpected events may take place be. 
tween the present time and that period, I cannot deter­
mine. ~ It would be a charming treat to me, to see you 
and the venerable Crabtree, my dear friend Sharpe, and 
others of whom I know little. Thus, like a child, I 
please .myself with prospects of future ple3:sure. But, 
alas ! I tremble amidst it all. So often, of late, have 
my purposes been frustrated, that I am almost in the 
habit of expecting disappointments in all I do, or think 
of doing.. I go up, like Paul to Jerusalem, from stage 
to stage, not knowing· the things that shall befal me in 
each, save that the Holy Ghost witnesseth that in every 
stage 'bonds and afflictions·'abide me . . 

" I have, however, much to~ thankful for. Though 
my he.ad~ is poorly,_ my health is good; and in general . 
my heart at rest in God. Neither are my lnental 
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powers at all impaired, only that I cannot exercise 
them, for want o~ bodily strength. You lvill excuse so ! 
much said about myself, especially as you requested it. 

" I have s01neti1nes fears respecting the missionariei 
we have sent out; I suppose they are now about the 
Cape of Good llope. But let us have faith in G ·od ! 
Surely all the ~ prayers and disinterested efforts of the 
thousands of our Israel will not be lost. God hath all 
hearts in his hand. ' Believe in the Lord our God, so 
shall we be established ; believe in his-- prophets, so shall 
we prosper ! ' The greater the difficulties the more of 
Go<l is seen in removin'g or surmounting them. It was 

a noble sermon t~at _ Carey preached at Nottingham, in 
1792, from Isaiah Ii v. 23 : ' Lengthen thy cords,' &c. 
the-heads of which were compris~d in two exhortations 
to his brethren : ]. Let us e,ipect great things; II. Let 

. ) 

us attempt great things. This \Vas lengthening our 
cords, a~trengthening our stakes. I feel the use of · 
his sermon to this day. Let us pray much, hope much, 
~xpect much, labour much ; an eternal weight of glory 
awaits us! F~rewell, my dear brother, farewell! 
Remember me affectionately to your brethren. The 
Lord be with you all ! 

" A. FULLER." 

(Extract.) 

" Yes, my dear brother, I perceive · you are yet in 
the land of the living; and I hope God is blessing you 
in your work. I also begin to look towards home. I 
was fifty years old the 6th instant. My health and 
strength, however; are good at present ; and I hope 
son1e good atte~ds my labours. I feel happy in my 

. Work ; in no p~rt m~re so than in expounding a chapte~. ·, · · 
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of God's Word every Lord's Day forenoon. I have done 
this for the last fourteen years ; and as I keep the notes 
of the exposition by 1ne, I find them of great use in 
other labours. 

'' .My visit to Yorkshire is uncertain. The com. 
plaint (which is on the lungs, and causes fever and loss 
of rest) so often returns, even when I seem to be getting 
better, that I can calculate on no future labours. I 
have not preached since the twenty-first of April. Lasi 
Lord's Day I ventured to administer the Lord's Supper, 
·and spoke low, about half an hour, without any apparent 
·'ill effects·; but any change of weathe1~, . especially an 
east wind, atf ects me much. 

" I think, at times, of the words of the prophet, 
wh~n, after recruiting. for a few days, I relapse again: 
'For all this, his anger is not turned away, but his 
hand· is stretched out still.' . 'fhe .Lord n1ay have a con· 

. trov~sy with me. .If" it be his pleasure to 'restore me 
~the work of p·reaehh1g .to the Gentiles the unsearch­
able riches of ChriSt, it will be grace given to one who 
is less than the least. 

" 
1-I ren1ain, &c. 

'· A. FULLER." J 

" The deno1ninat1on seems more interested in the mis­
sion than it has ever been before. Assistant societies 
. · . f.~ ~ · .t~any- ( p~~s, particularly Norwich, Cam­
~~, ; Port~, Pl~th~ · Bristol, Liyerpool, · Glas· 

. tow~v Bdin& gb,.&e. ,t_"\fe, .. have.· one in .our OWD COD• 

gmgatio.n.. .. "· .... ·~. t t . • ,·... .. 

~~<~(~ "(.Ole_ fmtdS· ~f.,, t · te · ~· -tyj . Wlhich were ·mpre .than 
· .~ - .~~ IPl.S . , .~ .. , PPW h . wil~ re<ll'Uited. l believe Dr. 

-.· · ( ...... ~" JW..lr8 e~ ; beeri bendieial. tops. I1is 
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object was to whip the Bible Society ; but he has· done . 

justice to us, in a manner that we could not have done 

for ourselves. 
" Carey, l\Jarshman, and 'Vard, are extraordinary 

men, and God is ,vith thern. 1."hcir ingenuity in type .. 

founderies, paper-1uaking, printing, &c~ is astonishing. 
They reminJ me of Bezaleel and Aholiab, to whom . \ 

the Lord, when he had a tabernacle to build, gave a 

wise and understanding- heart, so that nothing seemed 
to impede their prog-re~s. 'All this is a token for good; 
an indication that God has designs _of n1ercy for the 

eastern \Vorld. ' I do not know,' says Dr. Carey, 
' that I an1 of nnt_,ch use 1nyself; but - I see a work 

which fills my soul "~ith thankfulness.' " 

Several letters frOm. the R~ev. Mr. Pearce have beetl 
fo!md i.n the collectioI). •They appear" to have been 
written oil the spur of the moment ; but exhibit strik­
ing traces of the warmth of his affection,. both to the 
8ervants and the cause of Christ. His n1ost intimate 
friend, Mr. Fuller, often co1npared him to a nightin~ale;; 
unprmnising and unassuming in its exterior, but de-· , ' 

lightfully harmonious in its song. When the intelli­
' ~nee of his death was first communicated to him, he 
'• exclaimed, in the ,pathetic language , of David o,ve 

.fenathain, ' ,l\'Iy brother, very pleasant hast thou been 
tome!' · 

Many · interesting particulars are related in lettsr•. 
received from Mr. Carey and other missi<>naries ; blS . 
fr<>m an apprehension that they ha v-e already appevecl, 
in · h:e missionary accountsf they are not inserted.here. 

2 
! 
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The happy effects of that missionary spirit which 
had thus gone forth, and acquired renewed vigour and 
energy in its progress, 'vere evident in many of the 
congregations connected. with the society, by a revival 

,of religion, in such as had been in a declining state, 

and by exciting an earnest desire for the extension of 

the Redee1ner's kingdo1n in their respective neighbour­
hoods. So true is the declaration of IIoly \Vrit; 'He 
that watereth, shall be \vatered also hin1self., But 
whilst the harvest all around \Vas great, the labourers 
were few. · A deficiency of suitable instruments for 
carrying on the work had long been felt and lamented. 
The failure of the design for1ned in the year 1773, of 
establishing an institution for training up young persons 
of promising abilities for the ministry, has already been 
mentioned. This had been partially remedied by the 
occasional admittance of a few young men, designed 
for the ministry, into the sen1inary at Brearley and 
Ewood Hall. Of these some are now ~eceased, among 
w·hom may be noticed the Rev. Mr. 'Vhitehead, minis­
ter at Farsley. A memoir is given of him in the." Mis­
cellane~ Sacra." Others ·are usefully employed in differ­
ent parts of the kingdom. As living characters, they 
':ill be nameless here; but the course of individuals 
among them has been so strongly marked by pious ex­
¢ions an·d literary attainments, that the reflection of 
Jiaving in any. measure contributed to bring them into 
those spheres in which they have, 1noved,, cannot fail to 
be gratifying to the .: best f ee1ings of the heart.. 'I hat 
they were deeply sensible of , the . value of their tutor's 
inst11JQ;ions and friendly attention will appear &om the 
follo'!i~g passages in a letter addressed to him by one of 
tbe. nu.pib~r,. to whicb might be added maJJY others, re-
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ceived both before and since his decease. " \ .,.our letter 
was rxtren1ely grateful to 11lC. But what shall I say or 
the long ti1ne which has passed vt'"ithou t a11y acknow ledg­
ment of a favour so little expected and cordial to my 
feelinrrs as the da)rS of return ing· s1winn'? It were vain 

b ' l ~ 

to atten1pt apology. I could plead only that each sue-
' cessfre week I have intended to \\Tite tu you ; hut still 

a certain fatality of procrastination, to which I have 
long been subject, h:;.s here too prernile<l over me. It 
is more inanly to confess than to extenuate. yet it 
grieves me much that appearances do warrant an impu­
tation of such ingratitude, as I am certain :i never can 
feel ; and I ,,.~in entreat you, dear Sir, to lay aside, in 
this instance, the ancient rule of judging the heart by 
the conduct. 'l'hc sincere, unalterable respect 'vith 
which I always think of you, assures 1ny . own mind 
that I have sonic clai1n to such an exception. Memory 
often recalls with a senti1nent of pensive but grateful 
'interest, the seasop of 1ny life which was passed under 
your immediate care, and those instructions, those kind 
anxieties,_ those prayers, and that exa1nple of which the 
effect I trust cannot Le lost to the latest moment of my 
life ; no, nor in that eternity beyond. Will you accept 
fron1 1ne the wish that your cares may not fail of a 
happy issue and an abundant reward : but of their re­
w~rd they cannot fail ; that is independent. of their suc­
cess : it will be conferred by him who knows and ap­
proves the hearts of his faith ful servants, while some-, . 

times his wisdom denies to those efforts the desired 

effect.''· 
" 

In one instance .the writer of this narrative may be 
allowed to mention a name, the distance of almost half 
the circqmference of the globe, the probability that he 

x 
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will never see his native shores again, and the character 
he now sustains, may, it is h~ped, preclude the necessity 
of an apology for this deviation. A residence of about a · t 

ear and a half at Ewood Hall, endeared Mr.Wm.Ward 
~ . 

in private life a much to the family, as his exertions in 
behalf of the heathen world· have raised him in the esteem· 
of the public. They witnessed the first appearance of 
that missionary spirit which induced him, as soon as an 
opportunity offered, to relinquish every other engagement 
and endearing connexion, for this sacred cause. His 
most delightful employment was to preach in hamlets· 
wherever he rould collect a congregation ; by hints of ad­
monition and by the dispersion of short tracts, to lead 
the most careless~ as well as inquiring souls, to a serious 
attention to the best things. Th~ugh accustomed to situ-
tions above the lower walks of life, he most cheerfully• 

after t e example of his Divine Master, associated with 
• ~ blicans and sinners,' that he might gain the mote. 
Tile con·ftiet· of ·nature when he left the family and ,Ms 
Dummnri friends~ without the prospect of ever seti~ 
taem agairt, must have been gt'eat . to .bis .feeliag :min4 ·; 
but be Msely avoided tile pang of separation, by finally 
•nm.11-ting ·~lf befo~e any one was aware i0f .bis im-
rnQdi ibtentjen. T~ such sepa ations as these, what 
· . Id. telttn • · the mllld, but he pea of extendi!d 

u•um1•s ::( hic1i iq him ·. IHI Wm ml), ·aild · ht 
efr -*ting i · . a· blttt ·· ae.y, lhat ls, a" Ilea .. 

..... ,.--~r ..... ,_.4~ ~·:th '.le ·wlrG ~ .. ) ·. :. ~ •M all hings £j 
;aa_w. · ·been • · g, · ·. · fgive p y thh!g 

-;.for his sake, ,shall .hear· those welcome accents &om ike 
~ ·aon · : · ~ d· , d. 1· ser-vant, 
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distinguished by his assiduous and successful study of 
the Chinese language, set sail May 25, 1799. A print­
ing press had, some time before their arrival tn India, 
been presented to the Society. Having been trained 
up in early life to the printing business, Mr. Ward was 
every way qualified to superintend that important de,. 
partment of the mission, in which. the views of ·the so .. 
ciety were aided by the most generous contributions 
from alnioRt every quarter. The tran~lation of the 
Scriptures into th~ several languages of the ·natives, in 
which considerable progress has already been made, and 
which is· still continued on a very extended scale, ap· 

. pears the most likely method of giving per1nanency to 
the ·mission. Men, the greatest aild best of men, are 

. frail, dying creatures ; they have. this treasure in 
' earthen vessels ; ' the benefit of their exertions may not 
extend far beyond the sphere in which they are sta­
tioned ;. but by translating the Bible into foreign lan­
guages, perpetuity is, under a Divine blessmg, given to 

· what .might othe?'wise be evanescent and fleeiihg. The 
' entraode _of the Divine Word giveth light ;.' it giveth 
understanding to 'the simple: and when theBe liv~y 

.<>racles are introduced into any country, we have every 
rea10n to rely upon the promise of that God who first 
JYevealed them, 'that they shaU not return to him vol ,, 
but shall accomplish the purpose f~r whiclt they are 
sent.' 

But to ~m 'tr~m this digression, which it is hoped 
t.he· 1'eader .... ;, ~ consider as : alt~het ·ultcoo~~ 
with · the· immedifit~' '8Ubject : Rs the Dttmbet ~f yotitig ·. 
iRett wh'6 :-~,. ·received i.fistf.uctions "_~.wr· 
M?.· P. ~« ,.:cette ·,a5.:·bf ne·· Means comtnemurate:· 4n ~ 
~ of·· lie 4.8rches, -alld 11cmte ·degree of' ·~-ve. 

x 2 
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nience attended the plan of as~ociating the1n with other 
young persons · designed for commercial situations, it 
:tJecame a matter of serious inquiry, what means would 
be most adviseable for supplying the destitute churches 
and others which had been lately raised. lVIany of the 
ministers who had been useful in their generation were 
either gone, or sinking in the vale of years. The pro­
mise which the great Head of the church has made to 
give unto his people pastors after his own heart, to feed 
theni with kno,vledge and 1understanding, does not by 
any means pr~clu~e the necessity of proper exertions for 
accomplishing. these ends. The late Mr. James Bury, 
o( Pendle Hill, ~ear Blackburn, had for a considerable 
time . shown a deep interest in this subject. In the 
tfiendly interviews between him and the subject of this, 
narrative, thf! question waS often hrought forwards and 
s fi.Qusly discussed,~ long before appearances were su~~ 
cieJt~ly encouraging ·to .warrant the ad9ption of any de­
ci~iye measures. «But ·where the heart is ·really engaged,. 
fired with love to .. Christ and disinterested zeal for his 
cauSe, opposing . difficulties do but sti~ulate to propor·, 
tionable eff 011s to overcome them. The want of peen· 
n~any: resource~ being· oQe of these J obstacl.es, Mr. Bury 
p~rpµsly: . p~oR9s¢ _to give .. 5001, as . the , commence~. 
m~t of ·• f~nd, . to. be .raised bf :volun~ry ·subscription. 
TbjS .".bWng- Jld~ ,known, · thei. Rey. ·Mr.,: Langdon, of. 
Leeds, preaCbed a sermOn 8t th~ ensuing association, 
1r· Jd:iat H~ .. . ·4g ;, .. ~we~S:ll'i .<>lt~be r:sub~t, which 

• · ·v •• ~ ®d ·a ve~~·~QSi.i~r.~bJe ~imp e~slQI):. · The text waS, 

~Rh~ • v· .:u,, :l~ ~ u' ~4 ~b~ g~~e 99~ :ano$«eft and some· 
·· .·' .· s: .~ , . A~,tJie.9lq~~.P . th~J~ubij.q serri everal. 

· · · t •o er· ,nroep - ~ud _ ·nilJlo . ly ~.upon,· 
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Rev. Thomas ·Litdewood, Secretary. A 1neeting of the 
subscribers and other friends of the institution was held 
in the month of August following, at Rochdale, when 
a committee was appointed, and other arrangements 
were made. ' 

The Rev. Robert 1-Iall had been invited to deliver an 
address to the neWly-formed society on thatocc sion; but 
as his . being able to con1ply with the .request \Vas ex­
tremely doubtful, :: lVfr. F. was appointed in case of fail­
ure. The text he . thought of for that purpose was, 
2 Tim. ii. 2: .' The things \vhichthou ha5t heard of me 
among many witnesses, the san1e c01nmit thou to faith­
ful men, w~o shall be nble to teach others also.' But 
he was released frmn the nece~sity of speaking on that 
passage (which .must strike every one as being admir·a­
bly adapted for the purpose), by the arrival of his highly 
esteemed friend, rrho preached fr01n I Tim. i. 11~ · 12. 

' According to the glorious gospel of the blessed God,' 
&c. What his feelings were on that solemn day, will 
appear frori1 ~the .following paragraph, in a . letter to a 
friend, dated JAug. 4, 1804. 

" This week r have had a high gratification, in at­
tending a · meeting of the· Northern Education Society 
at Rochdale. A large concourse of people was pr~- . 
sent .. ! 'Fhe Rev. Robert Hall delivered a discourse, 
which, of all that 'I have ever ·heard, "ra:s in my opinion 
one of the best ~nd greatest. It was full of evangelical 
doctrine, ·and of ~he most powerful inducements .to v ry· 
good 1 W.ork. · B, Mri. Hall's coming I ·was happy~ iii 
being eJGempted ~fron1· preaehing. ·: It Wfl ·ha mot ~ melt. 
ing; moving semlon . to 111e· 1and many otfr ·r . · , he ~ l 

. ·~ ered r for : ih ' ,good ·. c au gladd' n d y h t. 
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utt rmost, and to make you . completely and everla t. 
in ly happy. If at any time your mind should be 
beclouded, your pirit low, and your h art oppres d 
·with a con ciou n s .of your own un,vorthin s , may 
you still be nabled to ca t your If at th fe .t of him 
who hath said, ' lim that cometh unto me, I will in 
no wi.se ca t out. 

" Tha.t the God of infinite love ·may bl you, make 
his face t.o shine upon you, and b graciou unto you, is 
the sincere prayer of, 

" r o.ur sympathizing friend, 
f' J. F ." 

Y Au~. ·24, 1799. 

" In your , pr s nt state of w akn s and pain, I 
know not wh ther you will b ar to read these lines, 
which . are dictat~d . by the si.ncer t fri ndship and 
olicitude for your be.st intere t . I tru t all that 

grace· w:~1 · .b, ,be towed upon you which you' now tand 
in .need. of; . o enable you to b pr your lon -continued 
affliction ·with pati nee, u. mi ~on and r ignatio~ ! 
The ways of od are my t riou ., I-· has a kingdom 
of,glory an~ felicity in r rve for hi dear children, but 
. it is thrOug muCh fribulat' on· thcit th y must enter 
... to I :t. ' ". ~ I ~ ' • ~ • .. ' \ • 'I! ' ' 

\·· ~. Th~ . miable and.~ heaV. nly- ind d r. Watt wa 
. IO Jn cit aftr cted,.· tliat ( · ·~he him , lf r . lated· to . a fri nd 
, ·bO, • • · d •im),.h .· n8.d l}O 1· p f.or three montll • 

_,e. ~ting · ~'·-littler! . hich. ,had "t11een .. procured ·by the 
......... in. .m, , · edici • f . firer \Jl, ·n. ,oue £or~n or. eth ri 
· · the common ~lot , ·of ·:th · e . hom J u , lov,e fl . 41' 

' - •. . ' 
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di ipl r sp cting Laznrn. b n applicabl ' t th m : 
' Lord, h whom thou lovrst is ·ick !' 

" You hav hitherto, n y d nr fri nd, lJ' n w nd r· 
fully supported in the diffi r nt t.agc of y ur affliction. 
'fh hand of pat rnal love and tend .\rn a 1 din to 
tl1e Divine promi e, has made all your bed in your 
sickness. T'he ev rlasting arn1s of 111 rcy hav been 
underneath you. Still may you be enabled to co1nmit 

. your soul to him, w,ho di d to rede m and sav · you ! 
I hope to see you soon. l\Iay the Cod of pati nee a d 
consolatiqn be with you, to fill you \\Tith heavenly hope 
and joy, and to Garry you sa~ ly and comfortably 
through this scene of affliction, to the land of rest ! 
The , unworthy as I am, I trust ere long to meet you, 
·and in this hope remain, 

~.~ Y oµr affectionate friend, 
. u J 1 ,, 

• • 

" Aug, SO, 1799. 

" You are . now .µnder the afflicting hand of your 
heavenly Father'; but this affliction, however gt· voi1 
in itself, is t}Je fruit of his l~ve, and f o~ the promoti n of 

· your best inter sts. · Hear him say to you, ' I have 
chosen the in th furnace of affliction.' 1~he i u ·,my 
dear friend, will b g·lorious. In a littl whil th 
-blessed inhabitant of h av n will rec iv you 'nto tl ir 
happy oriety, th y will w lcome you to tie ·region .. of 
i.mmortal felicity' far fr m th . ·l omr b d of r 
a'1d woe. l m looking· and · f n · £01: my o n 
r l . fl , from this stJit of W' rfur your . ituatian \ 
. ~ b jng ·appa1· ntly n r ·th .con. 'lu io of th p~nful 

joun1ey of life, app: a1· . ... to · m . 1n t . d ~ 'rabl . 'Io th 
teplJ r ca ·e of tQ. t · Almighty Beh , . Jo kno nd 
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piti all your present sufferings, I again commit yt'Ju, 
May the grace· of our Lord Jesus Christ be with your 
!pirit, to strengthen, to support, and comfort you, to 
fulfil in you all the good pleasure of his goodness, and 
the work of faith with power. Amen!'' 

The.following extracts of letters written by Mr. F., 
while they show a mind susceptible of the most sincere 
and steady fri~ndship, strongly evidence the sense he 
had of his own imperfection$, and his earnest desire 
after greater attainments. · 

" Sept. s, 1801, 

'' . How often are our earthly hopes blasted, and 
our sanguine expectations disappointed !. . All things. 
however, shall work together for good to them that 
love God. I know you desire to be of that number; 
and it is, if I have . any acquaintance with : my own 
heart, . my prevailing wish ; but alas ! I see perpetual 
reNon to chide myself for the want of more fervency of 
mind. ' 

" ' Fain would my tbo~ghts leap· out and Sy ; 
Bllt sin hangs ~eavy on my sou1: . 

,. ~ .• , I have been much .refreshed, and I hope edified, by 
·tMBng' ·die lives of some holy men, Who are gone tft 

glory, : . t here my ·own defects ·make me as~amed. 
(j.flOw Bappy is . it for us, that the.· blessed Gospel bolds 
~h a- ·remedy ,am~1,lle : tor .. veor. sinners. This, my 

· .tie~ . Men~~ ·is . th~ ~tereiga ·support· of a despondillg 
ieart.~h When ·we : Wercfenetnies .tie died to redeem ut-: 

: lie · tllen • 1".;eet · Us When . otir seUls mre. f()llowillg 
· · · ·mm~ t'a · · dtsire Dothiiig "so 11l'Uch as t~· wilt 
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Chri-t, and to be confor111ed to hiin? 0 no! Let us 
not harbour a thought. so dishonourabl to hi. blessed 
name. 

'' You have been ~ dear and valuable fri end to me 
for many years. I am greatly, vei·y greatly indebted 
to you. . I trust we shall meet again in the r gions, of 
immortality, and be f~r ever '''itb the Lord!'' 

" Feb. 21, 1804. 

" My obligations t<? you are so great, and my attach~ 
ment to you is so sincere, that I often blame myself for· 
not writing to you more frequently.· Yet as you know 
my time is fully occupied one lvay or other, I hope you 
will not impute the o_mission to a want of gratitude or 
respect. You are a\\'Qre of the stated calls of business, to 
which I must attend:; besides those, I have a prevailing 
thi~t for reading and study. My mi~d is like an 
empty house that · wants every kind of furniture. Since 
you left us I have spent some time in perusing some · 
classical works, with ,: increasing pleasure and advantage. 
Of late I have amused myself with chemistry. The · 
improvements whjch have recently been made in 'that · 
science .are astonishing; it would however be improper 
in a person of my years to run to much expense, and _ 
still mo1·e so to devote much time to it. , I look on 
myself as approaching near to the end of my .ra~ and . 
ah<>ve all thin~ would cultivate an acquaintance with 
a future 'World. o ·that I n1ay be found ready, having 
my leins girt, and ~y lights burning ! At· present I 
· · indisposed, and on the whole apprehend myaelf to 

. ber in a .declining· state." . ' 

, , ·--1The imlisposit.iqn entioned at ~ the; close o£ ~ thil 
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Jetter attended him during a considerable part of the 
year 1804; and the family were much alarme,d by a 
slight . paralytic stroke, which for some time greatly 
impaired the rise of one side. The intelligence was 
communicated to son1e of his distant friends, and the 

~ folloiwing passage in a letter addressed to him will show 
the .tlender and delicate sympathy it exc,ted. 

" Whatever may be the effects and the issue of this 
trying ·dispensatio~, I trust they will all redound to the 

. - ~ glory of God, the good of others, and the advantage 
~of the patient, resigned sufferer. Infinite wisdom and 
goodness sometimes .assign us bitter cups, for our 
own greater refinement, to prepare us for leaving the 
things of time, as well as to improve our relish for 
those . which are to be handed to us in a future blessed 
·State.. Sometimes ·.they are intended for the instruction 
and: encoura:gem_enf of .others, that they may profit by 
the .. influence of example, and perceiving that the 
~children ~ of _God have .their afflictions here, may be 
·prepared to endure shriila·r ·trials; and bear them wlth 

· Christian fortitude. When we reflect on the mo­
mentary duration of all present . things, that this is hut 
·the very bud \ .o~ being, when compared with eternity, 
he\\,..t ittle and -light ·do : all · the .sorrows of mortality 
appeaid :·~0re~especially when faith . is lively and active; 
tin~ . as· ·the t;drop···of ~ av-bucket, as 'the ·small dust of·:· a 

• _ ., ..... , ! k ~ ., ... ·""· -. ~, ;<. 1 .,,..,: .. . . f '4 * " .lllil ""' • Iii .,.J ~ ~. ,. .. ~ • t 'f • ·• '1 ~ • • • • 
. . ?' \.· 

. " .H :1.\layj. renewed- 8.}Jd ,it)Cf-ft~ed pOrtiODS Of• grace· and 
· dr61)gt~~· 11lm. abaV{e; tearise ·t~y tdea f friend 1.tO ·rejoice 
even . in tribulaiioD ! When- di'pOpin. Under · the·. ~~ 
pre si<ms of .. nattire, may ·the cheering ~ollections of 

· · it~. · · ·. ne _" · of , God;.&ud:his .gmciQUs "8Ssurances~ 
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be effect~ally brought into view ! 1-Io'v greatly was 
the pious David revived by such views under deep 
.affliction! ' Why art thou cast do,vn, 0 my soul? and 
why art thou disquieted? I will re1nen1ber the Lord, 
from the land of Jordan, from the hill l\1izar.' These 
were places and recollections of .Divine favour to qim, 
places where his go~dness had passed before him." 

To this truly consolatory letter, an answer was 
soon after returned, in which the follpwing expressions 
occur.·! 

" Sept. 28, 1804. 

" I am greatly indebted to you for your last as 'veil 
as your former lett.er, ~hich I duly received. . · They 
have both aff orde.d 1ne 1nuch consolation. I consider 
an interest in your friendship as a valu.able favour. 
Indeed, it is what· I for n1any years longed to enjoy. 
T~e knowledge 1 ha(! of your character and qf your 
writing$, attach~d · mY h~artto y~u before I ·he~affie 
persoD.aUy acq~ai.D:·t~d with you. Your very precious 
letter on the subjee~ of my late afflictio~ . has .d<:>ne m~ 
good. Through .! Divine . me~rcy, I am much ., ):>et~r, 
though still poorly. I feel a degree of resignation ti> 
the Divine will, but am waiting, often with earii~St 
desire, for 'my · diSmission from thiS state of sin and im-, 

· .. perfection.'' 

. The lives of s~udious persons cannot be .supposed 
to.' . afford ID'1cl~ -.yariety of incident, and especially­
w9e~ ! they > ~~~ • ~ta~ionary as to · their ?esidence, ·and 
the; hab~t~~ Qf ) ife ai:e .in a great ,measure: ~ed •.. ~~ r.rh ' . 
e~j<>J~ents. ,iir,~J cP.ie~y o~ .the s<;>litary. kind;. su It · .. 
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strangers intern1eddle not with, except "'~hen their pro­
fessional duties call then1 forth to public notice. :For this 
reason it cannot be expected that the hiographer will 
have 1nuch to record during that period when, satisfied 
with the world, .and no lon~er fascinated with sanguine 
expectations from any thing it can afford, the soul turns 
inwar<l, and is engaged in contemplation of a life to 
come. In 1805, after the t'vo fan1ilit1s had lived toge-

... ther pearly nine years, the subject of this .Memoir 
determined upon retiring from the busy scene, leav­

ing to the younger par~ of the family a charge in which 
he had been in ore or less concerned for the space of 
nearly forty years. His inducements to do this were 

such as could· not but appear of sufficient weight to his 
best friends : the declfning health of his partner in life, 
who ·was nearly six years older than himself, ·rendered 

this n1easure adviseable, if not absolutely n~cessary.­
Having fixed upon a piece of ground, not far from the 
place of worship ·where he officiated, which he thought 
an eligible . situation for a house, he proceeded to the 
erection of a building. The superintendence of it was 
quite a new employment to. him, hut proved of essential 
advantage as contributing to the restoration of his 
health, and to th.e prolongation of his life. At the 

~ime when he entered upon this undertaking, he had 
. 

1
all the indications of an incipient dropsy, both in the 
extremities and · in the chest. His legs were often so 

much swelled that the irn1ffession made by the finger 
.remained, as ·is usual in cases of confinned dropsy. 
The fitequent ~xercise of walking to the new erectffin, 
which, for a l.leason hereafter to be assigned, was called 
Macbpelab, Wtis happirly instrurnental in checking the 
pm~ . . er tlrat disoo-der ; so that, though the worthy 
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physician apprehended that he had water on the chest 
which n1ight alinc.?st at any time prove fatal, it does not 
appear that the iiulisposition which ulti1nately Lrought 
him to his end had any connexion with that complaint. 
We have had frequent occasion, in relating the events 
of his long life, to state the advantage he deriv,ed from 
exercise ; the want of it was probably one principal 
cause of his first severe indisposition in the year l 77 4 . 
The improvement in his constitutional health, after 
years of debility, 'vas, under a Divine blessing, to be 
attributed to exercise ; 'vhich, while it enlivens the 
spirits and invigorates the body, counteracts the effects 
of that incessant study, which is a ·weariness to the 
flesh, and often productive of fatal consequences. His 
·sedentary life, when removed to Ewood I~all, where the 
vicinity of his study rendered it accessible withoµt the 

intervention of a walk, brought on the tendency to 
dropsy, \Vhich, had it not been for the exertion of 'valking 
four or five miles .during several days in the week, while 
his new habitation was preparing, might have hastened 
his end. It is highly proper that facts of this kind 
should be stated, not only as illustrative of the character 
of an individual, bu~ more especially for the benefit of 
others, who, by too close application to study, ruin 
their health, ·and unfit themselves for future usefulness 

, in society. In how many instances this has been the 
case, the interesting account of the life of Henry Kirke 
White, and of inultitudes m-ore, might be adduced as. 
affecting and lamentable proofs. 

Along with the house which Mr. F. 'trc!S: building, lie . 
· formed t~ design of making a vault .as a private bury­
.mg place,.in .a cavity of the adjacent hill. ffis reasdns 
for doing this 1'"-ere: partly the sma11 extent of tire· bu-
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I'Jing ground at the mcct ing-~hou sc, to 'd1ich rn~ addi­
tion could be made, and more c pcri- tl l_r, a wish he had 

always felt (which had been increasc<l by the ha,·oc he 
had seen in many crowded public cemeteries) that his 

( 

flesh might rest in hope, and his hones remain undis-
turbed till the great resurrection day. Such feelings 
were sanctioned. hy the exan1plc, not only of the ancient 
:Egyptians, but by some of the most eminent among the 
patriarchs. From the interesting and affecting story of 
Abraham's solicitude to procure a suitable tfo rying 
place for Sarah his wife, the name of i\lad1pelah was 
derived, and now· given to this spot. The vault was 

" completed, and for several years considered as the bu. 

iial place of the family ; but the increase of building 
and population in the immediate ueig hbourhood, with 
some other considerations, detennined hin1, towards the 
close of life, to fix upon a very sequestered spot, which 
he had purchased for a burying ground, adjoining the 
chapel at 'V ainsgate. The name of Machpelah, how­
ever, still re1nains, and \vill probably continue long after 
its origin shall have been forgotten. 

In several letters, ·which, by the kindness of those 
f1iends to whom he addressed the1n at this ti1ne, are 
now before· me, he repeatedly notices his intended re­
moval to this place. · In one he says: 

"I am. drawing fast towards the close of my life and 
labours . .. I ~ave a plot of ground now called 1\tlachpelah:, 
""-he:fe I have erected a house. The employment in 
'Y.~ich ~ h~ve been engaged fqr, many years_ J:iegins. to be 
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nu1ch for me :-in a few weeks my wife and I hope to 
retire. God grant that ·we may end our <lays in piety 
and peace! It 'vould give 1ne pleasure to think that 
yon and your dear lady do not forget n1e. Is this va­

nity? I hope not 'vholly so : I can be indifferent whe­
ther some 1nen love me or not, but I cannot be indif­
ferent about the regard of those to whom my heart is 

-united. 

" 0 never let our souls divide, 
Nor death dissolve the chain.'' 

• 
In another letter to the same per~.on, written soon 

after the preceding, he thus describes the state of his 
mind:-

'' The duties of n1y station as a minister, and the at­
tention necessary to a nu1nerous family, with other im­
portant concerns, till up 1ny tin1e so as to leave 1ne very 
little leisure. But I look forward, with pleasing hope, 
to a period of relaxation,-yet how uncertain are all 
earthly enjoy1nents ! "fwo of my friends are just bu­
ried in the same grave, the husband and his wife : they 
had been united above fifty years, and lived in the 
greatest harmony. The wife died of a short sickness; 
and the husband, who, a few days since, was healthy, _ 
cheerful, and active, was so affected with the loss of 
his dear companion, that he never looked up after she · 
died:-

' 
" Close from his side the dearer half was tom, 
The rest lay bleeding, and but lived to ~ourn. 

y 
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" He actually died on the day of his wife's inter­
ment; died in the presence of those who were invited 
to attend the funeral ! My mind was so much moved 
on the occasion, that I attempted to i1nprove the affect • . 
ing providence, in speaking from these words : ' Saul 
and Jonathan vvere lovely and pleasant in their lives, 
and in death they \Vere not divided!' A.s these worthy 
people were much beloved, the audience \\·as very large, 

·and many \Vere melted into tears; at some periods, 
I could scarcely govern n1y passions, or conln1and my 
voice. · I hope you and your amiable con1panion will 
long continue to be happy in life, and that your latter 
end will be peaceful and honourable. I esteem you 
both so inuch that I wish to be united \Vith you for 
ever. Though in some external thing-s there may be a 
shade of difference between us in our views, and though 
I would act upon principle and be faithful to the light 
and conviction of my own mind, yet this is no hindrance 
to that · union of spirit which, I think, is of great im­

portance in the religion of Jesus, and which contributes 
so much to the happiness of his true followers. The 
two aged persons, whose death I have mentioned, were 
not of our community, but my love and esteem for them 
were not the less on that account. 

"My. dear companion and I have been happily united 
' for almost forty-eight years.-The parting stroke would 
be heavy to either of us ; but the kind Redeemer has 
said: 'My grace is sufficient for thee:" 

• 
The following letter is without a date, but is sup­

posed to have been writt n about this period. 
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" Your solicitude about my recovery affects me not a 
little. I hope I am getting better : I had some hours 
of comfortable sle€~p last night, hut my rr1ornings are 
tedious, because sleep then departs from 1ne. I have 
great reason to be ~hankful I am no ·worse,--,.-the kind 
attentions of 1ny fi~n1ily and friends almost overcome 
me. · 0 that 1ny heart were but more grateful to that 

gracious Being, wh~ has done n1e good all my life long! 
I have Leen very happy during part of our vacation ; I 
never remember to have enjoyed more solemnity of 
mind, n1ore f reedq1n and enlargen1ent in prayer and 
preaching. I migpt have expected some trial at hand; 
hut I hope my soul is resigned . The greatest pain I 
feel arises fi~o~ a consciousness of my own unworthiness. 
A little story just occurs to 1ny mind : Lockman, a 
noted Arabian a~thor, was one day required by the 
King~ his master, to eat a nauseous bitter melon (this 
command was given as a trial of Lockman's wisdom 
and obedience)-he immediately ate the apple without 
showing the least reluctance. Astonished at this act of 
obedience, his m~ster asked him how he had been able 
to take a fruit so disagreeable in the taste ; Lockm~n re­
plied, " I have rec_eived so many sweets from you, thai 
it is not surprising- I should have eaten the only bitter 
fruit you hav_e ever given me." 

How much reason have we to make the same re­
flection,,. in reference to the God, whom '\\""e profess to 
love and serve ! ·Providence has dealt kindly with me, 
beyond what I had any reason to expect, though my 
life has been fultof evil and anxiety, and I have had 
large experience of that folly an.d vanity which prevail 
among the rising generation, to who~ in~truction $9 

Y2 
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c n~id ~rable a portion of my past years has bc-c·n 
devoted." 

• 
He removed to 1\fachpclah, at Christmas, 1805; his 

household con b~ting of hi1nselC his aged partner, and 
her sister. 1'he little iinprovc1ncnts which the grounds 
adjoining his house gave hin1 an opportunity of nrnking, 
agreeably occupied his attention, and prevented him 
fron1 ~ eling that tedium 'vhich a sudden retreat from 
active life has very often produced, ~o a~ to throw a 
glo0111 over thos;~ enjoyment!i\ which in1ngination had 
previou ly realized. .The proximity of his habitation 
to the public road afforded his friends, who were travel­
ling, an opportunity of ·calling upon him ; and he was 
here in the centre of his church and congregation, who 
.were now enabled to benefit, not only by his preaching, 
but by frequent opportunities of social intercourse, 
which his prior engagen1ents, and the distance of the 
situation, had often precluded. 

On the opposite side of the public road from his 
house, was an uncultivated bank, adjoining a part of 
the Rochdale canal ; this he purchased f ro1n the Com· 
·patiy, and planted wi.th trees, retaining, even to the 
latest period of life, that exquisite reli~h for the beau· 
ties of nature which had distinguished his early years. 
Here he erected a small apartment, as a sOlitary re· 
treat, and found a constant source o( e1ijoy1nent in the 
,walks, &c. so long as he had strength to go down to it. 
The sheet of water in front, the hangi~g woods on both 
sides of the hill, the . distant view of s1nall villages and 
'bridges; ·and the ncise of an adjacent ·Waterfall, beard 
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through the trees, all contributed to inter· t hi · t )lir g · 

in this place, which, though in a puulic situation, 

afforded all the gratification of r tirc1nent. 
'rhe following pas~ ag·e are tracte<l fron l · ttcrs 

which he wrote to. on of his distant friends, a few 

weeks after his removal to 1Vlach pclah. 

" I now live in retii'emcnt, an<l mn a happy o I 
have reason to expect to be. l\Jy leisur) h ur~ are 

sp nt in cultivating my little spot of gTomH.1, in . tudy~ 
and in social cJnver, c. l nm / U l~j ct:t to great Ia~situ<l , 
\Veakness, and pain. l\Tany trials attuul nie ; yet I 

have many co1nforts. l\'Iy dear c01npa11ion has been 
much indisposed; but, thank God, she is ~pared, an<l in 

some measure restored." 

On the nineteenth of January, 180 7, he wa~ de~ 

prived, by the stroke. of death, of his hrothl!r, M r. 

Richard Fawc~tt, of Bradford, th~ la~t survivor of that 

generation in his family, himself alone eX<'(:>;:ted. They 

had been long endeared to each other, not o 1ly by the 

ties of nature, but by the bonds of Christian love and 
fiiendsbip. . 'rhe close connexion which suh~~i .. t ed be­

tween them in .early life, was noticed in the con1mence­

ment of this nai:rative; and thou~h the oldPr brot 1 - ~ r 

adhered to the :·Mcthodist society, wJ 'le the std ~j : 1 c t 

of this narrative . connected him elf with a diff rt: 1 ~· 

body of profes~ing Christians, this did not o}J rat ~ 

as a bar to · Christian communion betw en them .. 
Mr. Richard Fawcett, after his marriage, resided for 
more than twenty years at 1-lorton, wht:nce he removed 

to Bradford, where Providence sn1iled \tpon him, in his ~· 
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commercial pursuits : yet he ever retained that meek. 
n ss and humility which are the greatest ornaments of 
the man and the Christian. ' He was nn Israelite indeed; 
in wh01n was no guile.' After a life spent in the un. 

osteritatious discharge of the duties of personal religion 
and Christian benevolence, labouring to win souls to 
Christ by his example, prayers, and exhortations, he 
left the world in peace \vith God and all n1ankind. He 
was only seven or eight days indisposed ; but, during 
that time, displayed such a sweetness of temper, such 
trust and confidence i.n God, and faith in the atonement 
of Christ, as tended to remove, from the breasts of his 
surrounding friends, those overwhelming sensation of 
grief which frequently attend a dying bed. 

• 
Though Mr. F. had now no concern in the care and 

education of young persons, excepting so far as con­
nected with his ministerial dutie , he till felt the 
deepest int re t in their welfare ; and some titne after 
his removal to Machpelah preached a sermon from 
Prov. xxii. 6 : • Train up a child in the way in which 
he should go,' &c. As he now r idcd in the n igh· 

· bourhood of a populou village, he had an opportunity 
of eeing more of the manners and habits of the lower 
classes than his former situation afforded : and his obser· . l 

vation could not but point out the nee ssity of some 
advice both to parents and their offspring. The earnest 
concern he felt for the poor children in Hebdenbridge 
and the surrounding hamlets, had been evidenced by 
the· little book already noticed, entitled " The History 
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of .John \Vise," designed chiefly for their use, and by 
his taking an active part in the establishment of a 
Sunday school .at I-lcbdenbridge, almost immediately 
after the simple, but grand idea was suggc ted hy Mr. 
Raikes; hut as suitable accom1nodation could not be 
obtained for continuing the school during the winter 
quarter, to his great regret, the institution declined, 
and was at length l·elinquished. Of all the benevolent 
designs· by which the present age has been so honour­
ably distinguished, Sun<lay schools may Le considered 
as one of the 1nost effective; especially in those tnanu .. 
facturing district~ where the introduction of machinery, 
while it finds employ1ncnt for the ' children of the poor, 
deprives them of week-day advantages for education, 
and expo e.s them to the danger of acquiring vicious 
habits, by as oci .. ating pron1iscuously ·together. Who 
that loves his cotlntry, and has any regard to religious 
principle, \vould not be willing to embrace every oppor­
tunity of counteracting those evils, which, but for insti­
tutions of this kind, seem unavoidable? The prevail­
ing character of the poor is of infinite importance to 
the well-being of society; and he who endeavours to 
rai e the standard of moral , so as to re train the ri ing 
gen ration from vice, and stimulate them to the practice 
of virtue, may certainly be considered · as one of the 
greatest ben ~ factors of mankind. 

'The s rmon .. we have already noticed, produced a 
considerable ilnpression when it was delivered; and he 
was repeatedly urged to print it, to which he at I ngth 
consented, not as a sermon, hut by the more inviting, 
though less as~ulning denomination of " Hints on the 
Education of Children, particularly the Children of the 
Poor.,, Though containing much more matter than 
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~ermom1 in general, it wa sold . at four-p ·nc , neatly 
print d, the princip l "i. d t being to giv it as exten. 
si v a irculntion as pos it le among those for who ·e use 
it wa ~ intended. ,.fhe dcn1and ~'as so considerable, 
that it .. oon rea hed a fourth dition. It was the 
author 's wish that the language should he level to the 
mean st capacity, and that it should present, in a con. 

Jensed form, the most powerful inducements to the 
great work of cultivating the minds of young persons. 

In a letter to a friend, he says, " 1~ his tract is de., 
signed to be put into the ha.nds of the lower class of 
people, who have not access to more ·elaborate trea­
tises. There are thousands of poor families who never 
think of laying out money on books of this kind ; and 
yet none stand in greater· need of instruction on the 
subject of education. Among these I give many copies · 
away; and for those who purchase, the exp nse is very 
easy. The subject itself is of the greatest importance." . 
· Some t.hne after the publication of this pamphlet, 
he printed, . by · request of the hearers, a sermon 
preached at · Ackrington, for the benefit of a Sunday 
school, from Deut. xxxi. 18: ' That the children which 
have not known any thing may hear and learn to fear 
the Lord.' In this sermon are oonsidere<l the import­
ance and hen fit · of Sunday schools~to the children 
themselvc -tooth rs, with whom they are connected­
to the families · into which they may be introduced-to 
society at large-to the parents of the children, and, 
above all, to th alvation of their own souls, and the 
promotion of true religion in the world. 

In th year 1806, having h ard of a considerable 
· r vi val of religion , in the n ighbourhood of Bradford, 
~hough not in a denomination w~th which he 'va con~ 

nected, 
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Prodigals, in the J>orm of a L -t t .r ." lt possc:i.',cs ('11 lJ ~ 

siderablc int . rest, a .. nn evidence t1 1< t Jij s l1,_1 cl in i11 g' )'P' r 1 

did not at all diininish the nrdour of hi s .. ·oul for the 
conversion of sinnf' rs ; and that he ftlt the ~nost dis .. 
interested regar<l for all those who love ou r Lord Je us 
Christ, hy whatever name di~tingui~hed nmongst men. 
He says, " l•'or more than fifty years, it has been my 
heart's desire, and prayer to God, tLat my poor fellow 

sinners, in every place, might .ha 'e their C) s opened, 

their I cart~ changtd, and their wills bowed to the will 
of their M< ker. 'rhc instanc·es which have come to my 
knowledge of this great work, have filled my mind with 

· pleasure and gratitude . 
" \Vith respect to 1nany of you, I . never saw your 

faces in the fltAsh, nor perhap.: ever 1nay, in this world. 

I must shortly put off this tahernacle; the time of my 
departure i at hand ,; but from what I have heard of 
you, and of thr great change that has taken place 
among you~ I . do most sincerely love you. 0 that 
thousands and millions more may be subdued by victo­

rious grace, and made willing in the day of God's 

power!" 

• 
Several of Mr. F.'s friends had long expressed a 

desire that he 
1 
would give a digest of the ~ i·mons he 

had preached ofi almost every part of the Divine Word, 
and his general idea of the sense of Scripture, by writ­
ing a hort comment on the Bible, with suitable refl c- ' 

t-ions at the close of each chapter. 'fhe materiall, he 

l 
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had long been trea uring up, the let ure h now en. 
joyed from the confin m nt of hi forn1cr avocation, and 
the state of his .health, which was in om r spects im­
proved,. induced hiln to take the 1natter into s rious 
consideration. His mind, ho\vever, for a con iderable 
time, shrunk back at the thoughts of such an under. 
taking. 

To .commence a work of that magnitude when on 
the verge of seventy, was what perhaps ·had never before 
been attempted. The recollection of the many instances 
in which those who had engaged in similar works in the 
vigour of their days, as Poole, Henry, Doddridge, &c. 
but d~ before the con1pletion, was a discouraging cir­
cumstance. His intimate friend, Mr. Fuller, though he 
approved of the design, had little expectation ·that his 
life would be prolonged till he could bring it to a con­
clusion. In one of his letters, he says-I hope your 
life and strength n1ay be spared to go on with the com­
mentary, though there is not much probability of your 
living to finish it. I have somewhere met with the 
following expression, "Jesus could say ' It is finished,' 
and then gave up the ghost; but this is more than can 
be said of any · one besides. Death generally finds us 
with a number of our unfinished works on our hands." 

His advanced years certainly presented one important 
advantage for en~ering upon this arduo~s undertaking, 
namely, the mental stores and matured experience 
which ·he had acquired, from his constant study of the 
Scriptures, and from his ministerial labours. No doqbt, 
when he fin&.µy concluded to accede to the wishes 'of 
his friends, he· was. influenced by motives similar to those 
of the APQstle Peter, when_ drawing towm.·ds the close 

:" life : ' Moreover, I will elldeavour · that, afte1.. my 
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decease, ye may have the e thing always in r 1n in· 
brano ; for we hav ·not followed cunnin ly d vi d 
fables, wh n we n1adc known unto you the power and 
coming of our Lord .Te u Christ.• 

From a date (November 17, 1807) in the manuscript, 
. at the clo .. e of Gen. iv. it may be in~ rred, ,that he 

entered upon th . work of writing the comn1 nt, in the 
b ginning of that- n1onth. His regular plan, unless 
prevented by · son1~ unforeseen occurrence, was to go 
through one chapter, on an average, every day ; and on 
the Lord's Day morning·s he expounded one of the 
chapters he had co1nmented upon during the preceding· 
week. This was both a relief to his own mind, in his 
studies preparatory to p1~eaching, and proved highly · 
·interesting to the hearers, as was evident from the con­
siderable increase in his morning congregations, more 
especially while he \Vas upon the historical parts of 
Scripture, which he had the happy talent of rendering 
both entertaining and instructive. For the gratification 
of his aged partner in life, and others, who occasionally 
stepped in, he usually read, before he retired to rest, 
what he had c~omposed during each day. These even­
ing rehearsals 8.lso atf orded him an opportunity of mak­
ing the necessary corrections, and supplying what n1ight 
have been omitted . 

In a letter to a highly valued friend, to whose perusal 
part of the manuscript was submitted, he says, " I am 
glad to find you do not disapprove of 1ny feeble attempts, 
in a work to . which the powers of my mi_nd are not 
equal, though l find a present reward in them. I often 
wonder that I · have been .enabled to sit to close study, 
for twelve or .°fourteen hours . in the day, without any 
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material injury to -my health. 1~he fact is, I am run .. 
. ning a, race, with death at my heels, not knowing how 
soon he, may overtake me. . The work is formidable; 
but who can tell what the Almighty may intend to do 
.by· one ·· of the weakest and most unworthy of hisser .. 
vants :? . ··I would live, and act, think, read, and write, 
·depeilding ·on hhn. You will easily conceive that I 
·'muSt meet witli many interruptions from company; and 
l~:ha\re - been obliged to publish three pamphlets during 
the Jlast ·summer. The uncertainty of my being able to 
.get 'thtollgh the work, must be an obstacle in the way 

·.of ~Printing; but, if I should fail, it will be what others 
· _ ~hav~; done before me ; and I should hope some one will 
be~found, able an~ willing to carry it forward to a con~ 

. clusiori. ~ · At all events, so long as I am continued in 
'a·. c8pacity .for writing, I feel a strong inclination to 

.. · · -persev~re:. :. : Abo've tWo thousand close pages have cost 
• .. > .. ' 

JIMf~s0tne ~ labour; and besides these, I have many 
. !Jrtate~iils; on several . remaining parts of the Sacred 

. ~Boo.k.> ~. As to my style of composition, you know it' is 
(>Ianl,<and not embellished with the oma1nents of modern 
Tefiriemeilt. · My principal objCct is to make myself 
-UndePstoOd, and· to interest the heart of the reader. It 
·' :oiild-DOt suit me to attempt to rise above the level of 
my\OWn. powers ;-but pardon my prolixity. · My dear 
...... ~~~·~Bentl& ~; her love;: alas! she is sinking apace. I 
:o en .·~ feai~·she ~ will · soon ~ be taken from me ; we have 

·~n 1 toget11ei. :mor~ : than half"a. century, and the sepa­
.ratl _., . .,. tmlte; 'whenever it-· comes, will be severely.felt. 
·. : ·::Oftett~ of Our ·libsent friends; and it is my wish 

' ; ·· .. · Wtif.if tiibM frequeiitly·; hilt, after I have spent the 
· ('. G: ·af tn ··stUdy; U'eel mf spiritnxhausWd. Yet. · 
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JOHN FAWCETT, ·n.n. 888 

through Divine m~cy, my health is in as favourable a 
state as I have any reason to expect, considering my 
years and infirmities.'' 

• 
A variety of letters lie before me, written by the 

subject of this ~emoir about this period, which show 
that, though his attention was so closely engaged in his 
laborious and voluminous work, ~ he retained a sense of 
those sacred obligations which friendship imposes, and 
found satisfactior~ in disclosing the feelings of his mind to 
his Christian friends. In several of these an interesting 
account is given of a young person to whom his minis­
tetial labours "'ere serviceable, and whom he regularly 
visited, when languishing under the power of ·a con­
sumptive disorder. The similarity of 'her case to that 
of his beloved daughter, who died some years before, 
affected him greatly. At first h\er mind was be~lo~de~, 
and her spirits ~ere depressed under a sense of her sin 

f and unworthilie$S ; but she derived hope and i- encourage­
ment from a view of that great remedy which God him­
self has provided, and the· gracious promises of the Gos­
pel ; so tha~ the fear of death and every other ·dis­
quietude were i;e~oved, a11d she departed this life with 
the greatest composure and tranquillity. 

In a followi~g . letter to the same esteemed lady, 
dated July 4, 1807, he relates·~ another instance of mor­
tality, of which he had recently received · the mournful 
intelligence. 

' 
· '' I have l~tely lost a most valuable friend, who 

had resided for some time at Missenden Abbey, near 
.. \ 
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. London. She formerly lived in our neighbourhood. 
It pleased God to make my poor labours useful to her 
about twenty years ago. She had many severe trials 
in the course of her life, but she bore them with meek­
ness and Christian patience. She was m.y steady friend . 
and correspondent for many years, in all the changes 
tht·ough which she passed ; but she · is gone, -and I have 
no doubt to a better world. She was a person of an 
enlarged un~erstanding, of a refined taste, and elegant 
manners, and, which is infinitely more than all, of steady, 
pe1~severing_, and eralt~d piety." 

" July 22, 1807. 

· " When you were pleased· to express a wish to hear 
from me frequently, you were not perhaps aware of the 
trouble your poor correspondent might give you. The 
reason assigned for my last letter 1nust be my apology 
for the present, namely, relief to my own mind. My 
dear wife has been greatly afflicted with a bilious com­
plaint, but is at present a little better. We have lived 
Jong together, .during which petiod we have weathered 
JDany storms, but we have enjoyed m~uy comforts. We 
have outlived many of our dear friends ; but the Lord 
liv~th, whose loving-kindness is better than l_ife, and 
eve~ the same, for his mercy endu1'eth for ever. Permit 
me to thank you for the consolation your frie~dship 
~ords me. After the many I .have seen laid in the 
grave who were dear to me, it is a relief to my de­
spQnding mind to have aµ interest in you.r kind remem· 
brance. -

" I have just been attempting something by way of 
~un~r~ . d~o~ for the young pe~on of whose death 

' lP.Ve YOtJ sQUJe account/' . When inquiry was rntld~ of 
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.JOHN FAWCETT, D.D. 885 

her, whether one should be preached, she replied, ' Let 
nothing be said of me ; ' a proof, among many others, of 
the humility of her mind. Her request has . been 
strictly attended to; but I judged this a proper oppor­
tunity for addre~sing young persons relative to their 
most important interests. The text was Psalm lxxi. 5 : 

• For thou a.rt my hope fr.001 my youth.' You will 
' believe me lvhen l say, . that I \\/as greatly affected." 

" l\'Iay 29, 180 7. 

" The Rev. informs n1~, that your health has 
been for some ti1ne very indifferent. This intelligence 
excites my sy~1pathy and tender concern~ May it 
please the Almighty to restore you to better health, and 

;. to grant you the consolations of his Holy Spirit ! May 
·_Christ dwell in your heart, that you may be filled with 

all joy and peace in believing, and made to abound in 
hope, through the power of the Holy Ghost ! 

" I have just" been at Liverpool to see my daughter, 
who has drunk deeply of the bitter .cup of affliction. 
The journey of above sixty miles has been too much 
for me ; I 'vas unwell during all the time of my absence, 
and am so much indisposed on my return that I can 
scarcely lift up my head. l\Iy dear "rife is also ·· much 
afflicted, but .mercifully supported in her mind. At 
Liverpool I wa$ engaged to · preach, along with some 
other ministers ~ l took . for my text some words which 
came out of a foul mouth, but contain an important 
truth ; for a liar, arid even the father of lies, may some­
times speak . that which is true. Tbe enemy's design 
no-doubt was to ~iing the apostles of Christ into con .. 
tempt, througJ! what was ~poken; by leading the 
people to eupp()Se that . they were ·confederate with the 

) 
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powers of darkness : Acts 16, 17 : '' These n1en are 
the servants," &c. All true ministers are the servants 
of the Most I-Iigh God, but the apostles \Vere so in a 
peculiar sense; hence their 1nessagc clai1ns our most 
serious regard. l\Ien stand in need of salvation; there 
is a way of sahration, and but one ; it is the business of 

. ministers to show us that way; that is, to show us the 
importance of salvation, the Author of it, the procure .. 
ment and the application of it, and the things which 
accompany it; namely, illumination of mind, repentance, 
faith, love, subjection to Christ, and obedience to his 
precepts. Some of the blessings of salvation were 
briefly mentioned in the conclusion, as deliverance from 
the wrath to come, pardon of sin, peace with God, 
adoption into his family, preservation by his power, and 
the crowning blessing of eternal felicity. For this fe .. 
licity, my dear friend, you are now, I trust, waiting 
with joyful hope. 

" I am pressing forward with my comment on the 
Bi,ble, having prepared for the press 3180 quarto pages, 
which bring me to the end of the book of Job. My 
wish is not to exceed three volumes." 

" Aug. 5, 1809. 

'' Your kind letter by my esteemed friend Mr. ----­
came duly, to hand and ~ gave me very great pleasure. 
The Bibles were also received a (ew days ago ; a valuable 
present indeed ; for which I hope and trust He that put 
it .mto your heart to impart, will re.Ward you a thousand 
fold. . Accept . of my grateful . acknowledgments~ and 
those of my poor . friend~ .. who are now e1\'ioying the 

.nefit .of·your liberality~; some .of whom received your 
· .. with tears of.joy. . Gratitude is .. a pleasing sen· 
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.JOHN FAWCETT, D.D. 337 

~ation; but 0 w~.hat obligations, what infinite obliga­

tions, do we lie under to him \vho gave himself for us! 
I have just been )filusing- on Is. xii. l : ' () Lord ! I will 

praise thee,' &c. ~ · 'fhis passag-e I could wish to speak 
from to-111orrow, if it please the Ahnighty to help me. 
l\'ly plan is siingle : I. 'The sinner's distressfpl case, 

' Thou wast angr)'. " rith 1ne.' The only procuring cause 

of God's anger is ~in. l\'Ien, in their natural state, are, 

as guilty crea_ture~, cxpose<l to the Divine displeasure; 
yet such is their ' blindness and stupidity, they do not 
consider their dm~_ger; but when the mind is divinely 
enlightened, there :are awful apprehen~ions of the Divine 

anger; 'Thou wast angry with me.' II. 'fhe 'vords of the 

text state a happy~deliverance : ' Thine anger is turned 
.away, and thou cornfortest me.' The Holy Spirit, in illu-
1ninating the mind', directs it to that which affords com­
fort. The ground of comfort to the distressed soul is the 
complete \Vork of Jesus Christ, finished on the cross; and 
the way in which the poor sinner receives comfort is 

that of believing the testin1ony which God has given df 
his Son Jesus Chtist. IIL The consequence of this is 
gratitude to God : : ' 0 Lor<l ! I will praise thee.' 

" I hope you 'Yill pardon the brevity and abruptness 

of these hints. 
" Amidst 1nany infirmities, I am going on with my 

comment, and have finished the 62d Psalm. You do me 

great honour, by lpoking over a few pages of my notes ; 
I wish they were lnore \Vorthy of your perusal.'' 

" April 22, 1810. 

'' I beg leave to present you with a few er ps and 
gleanings of a dL course which l have just be .n en­
deavouring to deliver to my dear people from Is. lix. 19: 

z 
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' They shall fear , the name of the Lord/ &c. .Obs, 1. 
They that fear. the Lord are in a militant state in the 
present world. An enemy on the . one hand, and a stand. 
ard .lifted up on the other, denote war. Hence we read 
of wrestling and of fighting, of enduring hardship, 
and of being more than conquerors. 2. The world is 
divided into ,those that fight for God, and those that 
fight against . him. 3. An enemy is here spoken of 
who co~es in_ like afio.od. This enemy, namely. Satan, 
is the opposer of. Christ and of all that is good. He 
tempted Christ, who came to bruise his head and to 
destroy his works. He commands a ~.numerous host, 
principalities and powers. in high places. · · He is of great 
power ; he~~e he is denominated a roaring lion, un. 
wearied in his efforts. 4. ~hose that fear the Lord are 
not· of themselves able to cope, with this adversary. 
Peter thought hi.mself equal ; but mark the issue. Jesus 
said, 'Without . me ye can do nothing.' 5. The 
Spirit of .the Lord · lifts up a standard against him. He 
enlightens, renews, sanctifies, comforts, seals, bears wit­
ness, and · leads to the Redeemer. When we have no 
might, no coufiage,- no help, · he lifts up a standard to 
dil'ect ·and encourage. 6. There are some special 
seasons when this is particularly verified, that is, when 
' ·.thet enemy cPmes in. like a flood, and when the Spirit 
lifts. ~p · a S~an<lard · . agaiDst him ; ' as . ( 1) at the time .of 

. t> eonv. °* ;t.o 1 God. · While a man is secure in ~ 
:·sins, the~. ene~ h~ him ,in .. his ·power; he. keeps bis 
! palace, and ·bii goo~ are in i~e: but when once a 
i man 'tiegins·tf) de~ert bts: service, conflicts and tempta· 

.. : i.~ prevail~-~··J:n i:th~ . ~tuati~ ··the Spirit .ofG-Odllfts 
· · . !: i ~p· a '. .naa ; ,, and. directS;,,_where to -look, in wha · to 
· ;. ; ( , t, ·~ ~ ,:V Ji . a · b~w 'to: act. ' The . motto upon ·thi 

·. ! l , . 
~t. .. . ' ". \ 
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JOHN FAWCETT, D. D. 389 

standard, to encourage the trembling sinner i , ' Look 
unto me, and be ye saved, all ye ends of the earth.' 
(~.) When we have enjoyed heavenly consolations, the 
messenger, Satan, is smnetimes suffered to buffet us, 
as in the caSe of the apostle Paul, when, after his · se­
raphic vision, he had to complain of a thorn in the flesh. 

~ 

But a standard is lifted up: ' My grace is sufficient for 
thee.' (8.) When we fall into declensions, backsli~ings, 
and lukewarmness, a standard is lifted up : ' He 
restoreth my soul ; ' . ' I will ~eal their backslidings.' 
Alas ! were npt · this the case, we should be undone. 
( 4.) In times of gre~t darkness and despondency, ' The 
enemy persecuteth my soul, he hath smitten my life 
down to the ground.' Perhaps horrid blasphemous 
thoughts ~ssail and torment us ; but the Spirit of God 
lifteth up the ~tandard of the cross, to which we look, 
and find healing and comfort. (5.) In times of perse­
cution, ' 'fhe dragon cast a flood after the woman ; ' 
fines, confiscations, racks, prisons, flames, &c., but . the 
Spirit lifts up -a standard. Paul and Silas ~prayed ·and 
sang praises in the dungeon : others rejoiced that they 
were counted worthy to suffer for the dear · na1ne of . 
Jesus ; they gloried in tribulation, took joyfully the 
spoiling of their goods ; and amidst all their sufferings 
f~un<:l an increase of lo~e, of fervour, of joy, and of con­
solation. (6.) When· error and infidelity are rampant. 
The flood-gates of error are sometimes opened, violent 
opposition -is ~a4e to the most important truths, but the 
Spirit ·lifts up a standard ; the truth is held f~~t by· the 
·real Christia~, and shines with more resplendent ray , 
·for ,. the· ga~g of hell sh3ll not prevail 'against it.' 
'(7, )' 'Phis is · '.ft-equently ·verified · iri seasoris of sicknes , 
·&nd .at the 'approach· of death. This i . t~e netny's last 

z .2· 
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~/fort. . Sin is sometimes brought to remembrance, ancl 
unbelieving fears prevail; but the standard of the cross 
is lifted up and relief afforded, fear is vanquished: and 
faith is victorious: ' 0 death, where i thy sting? O 
grave, where is thy victory ? Thanks be to God who 
giveth us the victory, through our Lord Jesus Christ.' 

" To his gracious care, my honoured fiiend, I humbly 
commend you, . and hope you will excuse any defects 
you may find in these imperfect hints. Accept them 
·as a token of my most sincere r gard.'' 

In another letter to the same friend, he say 

" I .have just heard of the afflictions and depres ion 
:of. mind with which it ha pleas d the Almighty to 
visit you. Let me a ure you, for your comfort, that 
the adorable Redeemer, who died to save you, ever 
·bears you on his heart, and ever lives to make inter­
cession for you. Let the thought of his love comfort 
:your heart, amidst all your tribulations. Hear his 
tender language: ' Let not your heart be troubled : ye 
believe in God, believe also in me,' as the Redeemer of 
.sinners, as the Mediator between God and man. · Here 
,is the best remedy, the best cordial for a distressed 
.xniiul

1

; a CQ:li'diaJ. pr scribed by infinite wisdom and 
, ilONtr; ·&. Co~diaJ, \fb·cq has ~een found .efficacious by a1I 
· : i·w~9 ·hav~;t · ed "~'Jn , ev~ry ~· · B~lieve therefore in 

f-~. P.Pwer~ · ~h.~ , !ov~, , a~d the truth of God, in who~ 
j~ . : ·· .. ' 1 :. t: ~. ~'" a~d , p · n~o~~-. redemP~o_n ; believe 10 

· . ~Jii'1-. all: ;kniou . •p<J, P.OJQpUSJ.onet Saviour, for the re-
. . : ·. ~-. · • . '1. ~. X<»u,r . ~s •. tpe p.c:~tffJ)~e 0£ your per On, the 

·. , · · ... '/' ·.IJ ~Ai~· .Y:OUJ: W~?~, .~nd ·t4e enjoy,;ment of· eye. 
· · .' " ·.· . ·· -WL ~, Qb erv : wha~ ·he further adds ·for the * I . , 
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JOHN FAWCETT, D.D. 341 

1i f of troubled hearts : ' In my Father's house are 
1nany mansion ·: I go. to prepare a place for you. I will 
com again, and receive you to myself; that where I 
am, there ye n1~y be also.' What can you or I, my dear 
friend, ask mor(t? n . 

• 
" I hope yoq. will be_ pleased to excuse my long si­

lence, and not ,impute it either to want of respect ~r 
gratitude. Th~ work in which I am engaged so en­
tirely absorbs tny attention, that I have little leisure 
for any thing ~lse., God only know whether I htlll · 
live to see it co~npleted or not I de. ire to be resigned 

· to his Divine ~ill. ~y Ii~ has hitherto been a busy 
one, bnt it ha~ plea d th Almigh~y to bear me up 

· amidst many a·ff]ictions nnd di couragements. I make 
no apology for : writing · about 

1

myself, as I know your 
goodness will ~xcuse it. That the be t of blc sings 
may rest on y~u, and ~11 who are dear to you, is the 
sincere desire :and ·hearty .prayer of yours most sin 

cerely." • 

• 
Though Mr: F. avoided, as much as possible, being 

abs nt from his labours, wh~ch to almost any one at his 
ag~ would have appeared ~n Herculean exertion, he 
acceded to a pres ing inyitation, to preach at the open­
ing of the neW place of worship, York-street, Manches­
ter, April 20,, 1808; and at the earnest requ st of 

, many, he afterivard printed the sermon. . 
From an a~v rtisement prefixed~ it -appears that . it 

did not come :_out till the b ginning of July following. 

,, . 
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The delay, he says, has been owing partly to that re~uct­
ance which arises from diffidence and conscious inability, . 
and partly to th~t bodily and mental weakness which 
attended the author in the first delivery, and which has 
still attended hhn in preparing it for the press. The 
subject of the sermon is, 'fhe Holiness which uecometh 
the house of God, from Ps. xciii. 5 : ' lloliness be. 
cometh thine house, 0 Lord, for ever.' No text-could 
have been better adapted for so solemn and inter sting 
an occasion. 1~he division of the discourse is plain, 
and such as the words themselves naturally suggested; 
namely, what we are to understand by the hou~·e of 
God, and the holiness that becomes it. Whether the 
term is applied to the church of God, as consi ting of • 
.professing believers in. Jesus, or to the material building 
wh~1·ever the worship of God is maintained, it may with 

I 

the greatest propriety be said, ' Holiness becometh thy-
ho~se, 0 ·Lord, for ever!' ·But . under the Gospel dis. 
pensation, this holiness does not so much refer to the 
place itself, as to thOse who assemble there for religious 
exercises ; and as such ·it may include, holiness of inten· · , 
tion, holiness of doctrine, holiness of 'toorship, of dis­
cipline, and of practice. 

.~' ,trite . progress he made : in writing the comment on 
the Bible fu: 'ceeded' the e peciations of hi frien . 

. . ' · ~a~ ··}M'nevering. 'and ·1stead)t industrf in his undertak· 
• n · .. , which had distingui 1iea the .former. periods of hiS 

. ~ . · ~- "··. E~ .. • not · f1 .• ·. iri _ita:e1Fect here; bu · he had scarcely 
· · · , · ·middlB ·of' ; th · :.work · befo .· his assiduou , 
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~t- labours Were · impeded by a circumstance most painful 
ty, . to his private feelings ; though it did not come upon 
ch him by ·surprise, ~as is· evident from 1nany expressions in 
.as the preceding letters. His beloved partner in life~ who 
he had distinguishe,d herself in that relation by activity, 
th integrity, steady piety, and sincere affection, for more 
1e. than fifty years ; after languishing for some 'months, 
Id was removed by the stroke of death. The cotnplaints 
1g with which she .had long been attended terminated in 
n, a dropsy. She took her room about Christmas, 1809, 
I; and died March-_30, 1810. Her ·sickness deprived him 
of of the satisfactio~ he had found in reading to her his 
ie commentary ; and the attention her feeble situati<?n 
of • required by night and by day, while it broke in upon 
1g _his rest, rendered him often unfit for study . 
. h In a letter to a friend, dated March 25, 1810, he 
y says: 

.e 
IS 

I ,. 

J 

r 

'' Exhausted with continual watchingt fatigue. an4 
anxiety, I feel rpyself unfit for any thing ; yet would 
not neglect · this opportunity of communicating a 
line to my much valued friend. My dear wife has 
been many times brought back from the very gates of 
death. When. _the lease of life .seemed just going to 
expire, she has had it renewed from time to time. Last 
night we all a8sembled round her bed, and thot,tght her 
dying for sonie hours ; we did not at all expect she 
would Jive till morning, but she sud:denly revi~ed, and 
called me by nalne, ;with her usual tendemess. l think 
I never had c~oser exercise than to go through my 
labour of preilqhlng in the e circumstances. My te -t 

· ye;_terday wa ,: 'It is the · Lord, ·' let him do what 
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. e meth him good.' T'hi di ition I wi h to £el 
and to ch ri h. I hav been revi in part of- my 
manu cript, and must now l ave .what I hav do~e, as 
far as I am abl , in th hand of Provid nee. The will 
of the Lord .be don ! If h s1nil upon this feeble 
effort, for the .promotion of his glory, I hope I hall be 
thankful.'' 

In another letter, he thus. discloses the feelings of his 
IPind, 'OD this trying occasion : 

~' It has long been a gloo1ny, anxious tin1e with us, 
and sti~l 'contillue to be so. My dear wife has been 
confin d to h r chamb r fo~ thr e months ; I cannot say 
to her bed, for she i ot a bl to breathe otherwise than 
sitting up in her chai ', ' · hi<.:11 i h r posture through · 
the ni ·ht. · have any time thoug·ht her ready to 

. expire, .but she i still par d to us. When . he is her-
. . . lf1· she is composed, comfortabl~, and v~ry affectionate, 

but .som times she is quite deliriou . It Qften distresses . 
uS to · s~e her suffer so lnuch ; yet amidst her gr at aftlic"'. 
tion, she is sensible that it is the hand of the Almighty, . 
and is desirous .to wait his will in due submission. As · 

( 

to inyse~ I . a:m as ~ w,ell as I can expect, considering 
what restless . nights I \ have long had. My trials a.i:e 
very ·heavy, but strength 'has hitherto been afforded .. 
equal to the day. · I feel the want of sleep very sensi­
J;>ty :: ,~.,Tflls Jllak~ , 11;\~ • 'poor,c9mpanioµ for the· elevated ' 
proph~t,' lsU•h~:-\ He : ~ ,all life, ,but ,1, have to comp•ain, 
~(jre&i" .. ,;·ht.' S ~D~.,J,tul,dity .. What I have written· 
·QJ.A~th~·. pr~ipg:.i.rt ~; of ~the~ Bible ii$ in the ·bands .of·~ 
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, e: j .l\itjgq ~en~;: ~d .~~ould they not encout~ · 

the put 

tho " 
pr nt 
dust." 

He , 
the for1 
happy t i 

in ·, the 
d arest 
dence h 
fro1n all 
last n 0 1 

so a tc 
heav , ~ 

progress 
In m: 

been sp. 
proves 1 

survivor 
bear the 
requisite 

t nded ' 
tressing 
must occ 
that can 

Amo11 
ag~su~ 
lo\\dng ~ 
introduo 

}~~ . , &I 



0 £ i 
of- my 
lo~ , a 
~he will 
~ hie 

hall be 

s of his 

ith us, 
s been 
1ot say 
e than 
1rough , 
ldy to 
. hr­
onate, 
re ses . 
afflic~ 

lghty, . 
As · 
• er1ng 

s a;r,e 

>rded . . 
;ens1-
rated · 

p~ain ... 
itten, 
is of-

:~~· -

JOHN FAWCETT, D.D. 

the publication, p rhap it may b alu to 
tho e with whoin I 'l p rs nally onnect d in 'ts 
pres nt for1n, when t y h ad i laid lo\v in the il nt 

dust.'' 

He was enabled to hear the parting stro e with 
the fortitude and ,patience of a Christian. It is one 
happy t ndency :of extreme and long-continued ~suffer­
in ·, that it re~oncil s us to a separation fron1 our 
d ar st relative~, and specially when sati.sfactory evi­
dence has b en -~ given, that death will he their r lease 

fr01n all pain an~~ sorrow. I-le · remained by her to the. 
last mom nt of '. her mortal existence, holding her arm, 

•. 

so as to feel hef; pulse, till the lungs finally ceased 'to 
heave, and the ~ . crimson cu·rrent 'vas arrested in its 

. ' progress. ~ 

In many instances where the husband and wife have 
~ 

been spared so long together, the d ath of the' one 
proves a forerunner to the removal of the o.ther; the 
survivor langui pes, and at length expires, unable ··to 
bear the separating stroke; but the clo e · attention 
requisite . for the Work in which he was now engaged, 
t nded greatly . ~o divert his thoughts from those dis­
tressing ideas ~n~ reflections which such a bereavement 
must occasion, a~ld which almost overwhelm the mind 
that can fly to n~ other resour~es . 

Among the ~1any letters of. condolence which the 
aged sufferer recfived on this mournful occasion; the fol- _. 
fowing afforded :,him particular satisfaction. . Itis]~ere . 
introduced, ·ha.th. on ~ccount of its · own intrinsic .~xcel~ .. 
le!J.~, and the sl{bsequent repl:y. , . : . , . . . . .. 

I•" . 

, ; 
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" I perceive by the public papers that my worthy 
and venerable friend has sustained an in-eparable loss, 
in the death of a faithful and beloved wife, who has 
long been an affectionate support to him, and a cheer- . 
ing companion . through the ·varied periods of life. I 
embrace an early opportunity to express my sympathy 
under this trying event. On such occasions I know of 
no reflections so consoling as the grateful remen1brance 
of the many years we have possessed the mercy and the 
well-grounded hope of soon meeting the blessed spirit 
in a state of glory and happiness which admits of no 
all~y, and which . will .last for ever. 'The Lord gave, 
and the Lord hath . taken away, blessed be the nan1e of 
the Lord,' are the pious aspiration of a devout and · 
resigned he¢·; and such I doubt not will be the hum- · 
ble and grateful language of my dear friend. 

" Infinite goodness ~as by this event afforded a fresh 
occasion .. of pious resignation to his boly will ; it has cut 
asunder.·. one more of :the bonds which attach to this 
worl~ arid is thus mercifully preparing the spirit, with 
more Composure and alacrity, to take its leave of all the 
things of time."-

.t I • 

. .. ~o .this truly sytqpathetic · 1etter, he soon after re- · 
t"°ed an:amwer, dated April' 19, 1810; from which a 
fe~·~-passagea ;.:are extrapted~ · ·. 
~. •.4 . ,, . 

I~ • 4 ' ! I 'I 

. . . . ' . . ~ ' ' 

< ~, .:~- ~ ltl., . ,as ViFY'Jdild ·in ydu_ my mu~h esteemed friend, 
' ta • Ou ~· With: i.1 consOJatory! ;letter, in this nlidst qf. 

.' ' .. •. tress~ : (jJ licl .. ~· d~ I feel for this token .of' 
J .' l '" r i , " ,_ . I • . . 

l . '. ·. ·· .. ,_ " .. · ~ .· ;w;· · " · · .Oti tne. dist nee so great, :11 

. 1':9,Wd cooie aQd thank y :r A ll j pm.;.on~ , . Mo incerelJ -
, lov.e·jou ~th, and feel 'thJt.t union of heart with you, 
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the sweetness of which I am persuaded you und r tand 
better than I can express. I have sustained a heavy 
loss indeed! Death has left a vaGancy, which I feel 
every hour ; but . what you ·suggest is a great conso­
lation to me. lVe~ have lived very happily together ror 
a long course of years, and I hope we shall soon meet 
again, to part no ~nore. My thoughts are far from 
being composed. · Do "'rite again, my dear friend. 0 
what would I give to be able to spend one hour with 
you ! 'I'here ~s something 'peculiarly soothing in 
sincere an4 tender friendship. It is a cordial to a 
wounded heart. i and such a heart is mine at present~ 
But I must bid you farewell, and make no apology for 
'vriting with a o,hildlike simplicity. I am, 

" Ever yours.'' 

In the montli of June, 1~10, the annuaJ association 
was held at Bradford. As this was l\Ir. F.'s native 

) 

place, he was : earnestly in1portu:ned, and at length 
consented, to attend on that ·occasion, to officiate as one 
of the minister~, and that he might once mote have an 
interview with . his relations and friends, who were 

I ' 

resident there, and with those who came from distant 
places. On th.~ morning of the day on which he had 
to preach, he was more than usually agitated in the 
prospect of appearing in . public, expressing in the 
strongest and ~, most humiliating t~ms the· sense. ·he 
had of his unfitness for the work," both on uccount 
of . hi great ~eakness and mental infirmiti s. . ·But 
when he entered the pulpit and "·read his text (Joshua 

' ' 

xxiii. ·14: f ·Behold this day I am going the ·way 
of all the eai!th /, every eye in the · 1arge assembly 

J 
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was fixed upon him, and he had not proceeded far in 
opening the sulticct, Lefoi:c almost every indiridual 

· in·esent , .. as rncHcd into tears. Since the days of 
'Vhitefidd, few· such seasons had Lec>n witnesseq; and 
the · remembrarice of it will remain with many ,rho 
\Vere present to the latest period of life. It was not 
enthusiasn1; it \Vas that 1nelting of the heart, which 
truths of infinite and universal conccrnn1cnt, deli\'·ered 
with feeling, and accompanied by divine energy, cannot 
fail to produce. He had a few months before completed 
his three.score years and ten ; his partner in life, -for 
whon1 this was intended as a funeral sermon, had, as 
we have seen, been recently taken from him; many 
present had known him long, and had often been 
greatly edified by hearing hi1n at the .. ~c sole1nn seasons; 

and their presentirncnts told the~n that he was now, 

. like Joshua, taking a final lea\'e of them, as a public 
character. This sermon, the last he published, was 
soon after printed in a cheap form, and has gone 
through muny editions. It cannot be supposed that, 
independently of circun1stanct->s peculiar to the time 
and tnode of delivery, and which in themselves have a 
great effect upon the mind, it should be equally im­
pressive in the perusal, as when first delivered; but it 
has generally been considered as one of the best speci­
mens to be found among the writings of the deceased 
of his method in preaching-, and illustrating subjects of 
that nature. ·Those who have sat under his ministry 
will here find his manner exhibited, so far as · language 
c~n ·convey it. · For this reason it is subjoined to the 
narrative . 

. J;>uriugi tl;ie last year of his being employed on the 

~<lmtAent~ry, . he · had seve•·al serious .attacks of indis-
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position, by whi~h he was for ·weeks together prevent d 
from making any progress. On one of th e occasions 
he had a slight~~ paralytic affection in his right arm, 
which disabled hin1 from writing. 'T'his was a dis­
couraging circtnP,stancc at his advanced age ; but by 
the use of prope~t n1ca11s and a little respite, he resumed 
his pen sooner ttian could have been expeded. ' · · 

In a letter writ±en rit this time, he thus expresses him· 
self: " Through mercy I feel n1yself i~n a way far 
recovery. I beg~an to be better yesterday in the after­
nqon, and have 1\kd a good night . I hope you will lend 
n1e your kind 'assistance on Lord's Day, · in the after­
noon. . I thank f ou ror all your affectionate solicitude, 
of which Iain tci.tal1y unworthy. The solen1n subjects 
no\v under my c9n~ideration in Matthew almost ove~-

. power ine. I s~nk under the idea of n1y o~n in­
sufficiency. There is a majesty and glory . in reve­
lation, which I 1iever felt so forcibly as no,v. It is all 
Divine. 0 that 1we_ did but understand it, and expe- . 
rience its energy t" 

Notwithstandil]g these frequent interruptions from 
indisposition and :

1
other causes, the writing of the com­

,mentary was corppleted in less than four ,Years from 
the tin1e of . its commencement; namely, in the month 

t 

of August, 1811 ; ~ and about the same time . the degree 
of Doctor in Divtnity was conferred upon him, by one 

.I .. • • • • 
of the Transatlan~1c U n1vers1tles. . · · ~ 

To a much vaF.Ued friend, he thus writes when dral\'· 
ing towards the ~lose of his labours. 

1 ~ 

'' Your letter 1f as. to me as cold water to · ~ thi·rsty 
soul, and good nef s from a far country. Accept <:>filly 
\\ arm est and · m~t. grateful acknowl dgtnents. . I. ~ am 

lJ .; 
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favoured· with a respectable list of subscribers; but 
a.:nong them all no name is dearer to me than yours. 

t) 

My time ha long been fully, but pleasantly occupied 
about the solemn worI- I have in hand. I began too 
late in · life, but I now hope I shall be helped through it.'• 

The Sabbath after he had finished the manuscript, he 
descanted, in the n1orning, on the two ·last chapters of 
the Revelation. 'fh.e whole of the service was inter­
esting, and in particular the concluding part, in which 
he adverted, in a most_ feeling manner, to the e\Tents 

which had taken place since he undertook the work, the 
p·ersonal and fa1nily afflictions with which he had been 
·exercised, the. discouragements <?f mind under which he 
had frequently laboured, and the help which ainidst all 
had been afforded him. In the afternoon he preached 
fro1n the last verse in the Bible : ' The grace of our 
Lord Jesus Christ be with you all, .A.n1en.' 

As the care and expense of publishing a work of 
such n1agnitude were too considerable for hhn, as .an . 
individual, in his retired situation, and at his advanced 
. age, to undertake, ~r1'angements had been made for that . 
purpose, through the · medium of a kind friend, with 
some of the l"ondon booksellers. rrhe copy was sent 
,up . as ~~was wanted, and . carefully preserved, so that 
.when the work was ,printed - off, tl~e manuscript wa~ 
returned and bound up· in siiteen quarto . volumes. . It 
extends,· to, 8578. pagres(. The· whole ·of it was written 

· o~ single quarto-sized leaves,; so that ~ by loasening the 
string ~which c~nnected ·th~ parts · togethe~, ·any ·single 

.~ mig~t ~be,. t.~ken out, and another.· sub .. tituted in its 
~ · ·,Thi~ "7l}S the f 01 ~ he. ·~dopted, in all . his.~ manu~ 
. . •pts ·for -the ;press. -. The number of e~sures tbl'ough· 
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out t~e MS. is ve1~y small, and shows the facility, which, 
through practice, he had acquired of clothing his 
ideas :in suitable, though not studiously elegant lan­
guage. 

• 
In attempting to 

1 

f or111 our judgment of any publi .. 
cation, it is· of · importance to keep in view the avowed 
objects of the writer. The ,title of" Devotional Family 
Bible," in a few words explains what they were in 
this instance ; : and it is well adapted to the design and 
execution of t_he work. It exhibits no display of inge­
nuity in fanciful, far-fetched interpretations of difficult . 

_ passages, ~r nice critical remarks upon them : for tpe 
former he had no t~te whatever; and the objects he 
had principally in view would not permit him to dwelt 
upon the latter, however sensible of their value In some 
cases. His mind was ~eeply impressed with a sens~e of 
the impropriety and danger of advancing such specu­
lations as w~uld tend to unsettle and unhinge those 
who are apt tO be dazzled with every thing that has the 
air of novelty, and to be canied about with every wind 
of doctrine. 

If Grotius, who wrote a l~arned Commentary on · the 
New Testament, lamented, .towards the close of his 
life, that he had spent too much of his time in laborious 
trifling, it ought surely to be the study of every minis­
ter, in expl~ning Scripture, and dividing the word of , · 
truth, to avoid every thing that m~y . lead to the· same 
painful refle~tions. That sohernds of n~d which au 
apos~Ie . so e~·rnestly recommends to, Christiaus· in/ ge­
neral, is mo~t of all incumbent .on. the Christian mi.Dis• 
ter, ·whenever ·he attempts to unfold-' and. expl~n: the 
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oracl s of God, either fro1n ~he pulpit or the pres3, 
Avoiding the ju t in1putation of visionary systems 

and wild enthusiasm, he will b · solicitous to advance 
J., 

the ' 'vords of truth and soberness.' That this is one 
leading' feature of the notes contained in the " Devo­
. tional Family Bible," 1nust be evident to every one, 
even on a cursory perusa~. 

T~ direct the attention of the re~der 'to prominent 
beauties, to those ideas which the text obviously sug• 
gests, and ~which were most likely to .be useful, was the 
author's ·primary object; · without any attempt to dis­
cover recondite meanings, and to add ornament to that 
which is 1nost attractive when set forth in its own 
native sin1plicity, dignity, and grandeur. Though, 
\vhere the elucidation of the passage requires it, he 
plainly expresses his sentin1ents on points which have 
been controverted, there is so little of that dogmatical . 
·spirit which always rouses opposition, that if conviction 
is not felt, hostility must be disarmed. Such indeed is 
"the difference which has been observable -in almost 
every period ,of time, in the mode of illustrating divine 
truth; that .while one person dwelling on the same 
doctrines appears to be altogether ~employed in casting 
out firebrands; and lighting up the· embers of contro­
versy, another, through. the liappy influence of the 
word· of God upon his soul, the . fervour of piety, united 

with the m~ekness _ and simplicity that are in Christ, 
. almost iITC$istibly wins the heart, while he enlightens 
the understandings. of .gainsayers. When 1 the mind is 
under <Such. an 'influence 1n studying the sacred Scrip• 
t~es,; and· endeavouring to explain them, the truths of 

. ~ :_· .-~· · ianity "Will .appear\ with ~ such ··an ·air of unaffected 
greatness, · tliat, in· comparison , with· them, all fanciful. 
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.. 'peculations. and strife of \Vords,° will be like the . mere 
amusements of ·childhood. 

The "Aspirations~" throughout the work may be consi­
dered as f~rming its prominent and distinguishing ex• 
cellence. Though a recurrence of similar ideas and 
expressions see~s, from the nature of the plan, almost 
inevitable, there is a rich variety of devout sentiment 
which shows the bent · of the author's mind, and the ar­
dent desire. he ~elt that the contents of the publication 
might correspond with its title. Like the patient; in· 
dustrious bee, it was hiS Stu'dy ·to extract the honey 
from the varied floWers which the historical and pro­
phetic parts of; Scripture, and more especially , the glo .. 
rioos truths of the Gospel, pl-esented to . view~. He often 
intimated to hiS friends that no part of his piiJ.h so much 
engaged his attention; and cost hin1 so much labourj as 
the , '' Aspirations." In them we· see that -' devotional 
frame of mind, that habit of study and reflection, of 
which there ·.· are so · many indications · ·in the diary, 
1natured by the experience and observation of a long and 
laborious life. · ·· ; · · 

The want . of marginal references has · been noticed 
by some-~ as ·a · deficiency. Before ''the work was put to 
the ·press the q~sfion was· seriously. agitated · .whether 
they -· should' be ; ~uhJoin~d to the te~t ·or. ~not ; but the 
cQnclusion was, · that . as the iµost important paraliel pas~ 
·sages were refe~d to in , the notes, the rest ·might, 
witho~t· impropriety, ·be omitted. -, The ·a:ddition .they , · 
woUld have '.ma~kf to the size and expense, of ·-the; volumes 
was ··. another., important 'cOnsideration, 1:1s ' it .Was the 
earnest 'WiSh of :the writer .that the .OOok' inight ·be ac-

: cessible tO famll:ie&; in general, ,and in ~ ·. to those 
.2 A 
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his epistolary correspondence, showed that he never en 
gaged in any thing in which his heart was more in· · 
terested. Writirig to a loung relative soon after he 
had completed it~ he thu. expresses hi1nself :-

I' 

" Your kind · fetter has given me great pleasure. I 
have you much in my thoughts, and have often longed 
to write to you, but have been prevented by many p~ess· 
ing infirmities. ·The hydrops pectoris renders me inca­
pable of lea.~ing long over n1y desk. Indeed all the little 
vigour of mh1d which you may think I once possessed 
has been exhausted by the assiduoHs attention which I 
have paid to the _comment ·on the Bible. It is highly 
gratifying to he~r that you pay attention to my labours, 
and to find th3<t y9u are profited by what you read. 
The King of I~rael proposed that· important inquiry: 

" " Wherewith shhll a young man cleanse his way?" To 
which question · he gives the following answer : " By 
talcing heed 'thereto according to 1,, thy word." Nothing 
can gi\te me greater pleasure than\ to find you thus ero­
ployed~-Be assured of my affectionate regard for you, 
my earnest concern for your welfare, your present com .. 
fort, and your everlasting happiness.'' · 

On the 14th of Februa19y, 1811,- that venerable tni.­
nister of Christ, the Rev. William Crabtree, of Brad­
ford~ departed t4is life. He had been for a considerable 
time incapacitated for public labour, and his deatli wu 

. sudden and ea~y, having in all its circumstances· the 
appe8rance of • tranquil sleep in !eslls. The ReiV. 
William Steadman preached on the day of the funmtl. 

2A2 
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fr m a t xt which the . dee a 'ed had chosen for the pur­
pose many years before: 'Our friend Lazarus leepeth.' 
The funeral ermon, \vhich D1~. P. was appointed to 

. preach, was postponed on account of his indispo ition, 
till April 14, when, by particular direction of his aged, 
departed friend, he addressed an immense concourse of 
people from Psalm xvii. 15 : ' I shall be sat.isfied, when 
I awake, with thy likeness.' He was earnestly solicited 
to print the sermon, but· found himself unequal to it 
fron1 his gTowing infirmities. 

In this enfeebled state of his bodily health he re­
ceived the yiournf ul intelligence of the decease of his · 
only daughter . at Liverpool, leaving behind her six. 
children, the oldest of whom followed her to the gr,ave 
a few ·months after. From the declining state of her 
health for a considerable' time, he was in son1e 1neasure 
prepared for the event. It was a painful circumstance 
that he could n~t, on account of the distance, personally 
administer consolati~n to her, but the kind and unwea­
ried attentions she received from those friends, who had 
long, been endeared to him by every tie of gratit~de 
and affection, and, above all, th~t good hope and steady 
faith which she evidenced, with the prospect of meet- · 
ing her soon in a better ·world, greatly alleviated his 
sorrows on her account . .. 

. ~ cordial and , uninterrupted friendship h~d, for more 
~han half .~ century, ·· subsisted between the . Rev. Mr. 
~rabtree, whose death has just been related, and· him· to 
whoSe memory these pages ·are devoted. Though, in 
~me iespects,. their pursuits had been dilf erent~ th 

I "' 

unit din 
fare of t~ 
a mini t~ 

rected to 
the pa to 
attain me~ 
piety, hi: 
dered hi1 
home an 
appearan 
with the~ 
so mew ha 
which m 
occasions 
attention . 
way exc1 
remote 1 
pulpit. 

As as 
and also 
been an 1 

15~ 18li 
unnecess~ 

tive to t 

minister 1 

of the we 
long succ 
ing us~fu 
exeellent 

. memory 
and heh 

. ' peace. 



the pur­
leepeth.' 

linted to 
.sposition, 
his aged, 
course of 
led, when 
r solicited 
ual to it 

h he re-
1se of his · 
l her six 
the gr_ave 
.te of her 
~ 1neasure 
umstance 
~ersonally 

[} unwea-
who had 
gratit~de 

id steady 
of meet­
riated his 

for inore 
Rev. -Mr. 
d· hint to 
iough, in · 
~nt~ they 

JOHN FAWCETT, D.D. 357 

united in one gr~nd aim, the glory of God and the \Vel­
fare of the souls .~ of men. l\fr. Crabtree'~ attention, a~ 

a minister of the Gospel, was almost exclusively di­
rected to the study of the Scriptures, and the dutie .of 
the pastoral office. Though not possessed of literary 
attainments bey9nd the con11non standard, his fervent 
piety, his good sense, and native original gen·us, ren­
dered hin1 generally acceptable as a preacher, both at 
home and abroad. He was remarkably grave in his 
appearance and general deportment, but he had along 
with these traits .in his characte1 ·a vein of pleasantry 
somewhat similan to that of the late Rev. Mr. Berridge, 
which 1nade him a very agreeable companio_n; it was 
occasiona:Uy apparent in his ~ermons, so as to enliven the 
attention of his hearers. , \Vhatever is affected in this 
way excites disgust ; but in hin1 it 'vas natural, and 
remote from that levity which is unbecoming the 
pulpit. ~ 

As a separate ~1ccount of his life has been published, 
and also of the ~ev. Mr. Hirst of Bacup, who had long 
been an intimate ;- friend of Dr. F. and who died June 
15~ 1815, in t}\e seventy-ninth year 'of· his age, it is 
unnecessary here.i to enter into further particulars, rela­
tive to their public and private characters. "\\There a 
minister of the g~pel is enabled to live down the censures 

' i . 

of the world, and·honourably to maintaif:t his stand for a 
long succession of years tp the close of life, with increas­
ing usefulness and succe~s, as was the case with '. · these 
exeellent men, no studied encomium is waµting ;' t~eir 
memory is bles~ed indeed.-' Mark th~ perfect m~n, 
and behold the; upright, for the · end of that man i 
peace.' 
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THE B1itish and Foreign Bible Society, instituted in 
the year 1804, was in its constitution and operatiqns so 
congenial with the views of the subject of this memoir, 
that, from the con1mehcen1ent, it excited a lively in­
terest in his mind. In this . instance, as well as in Sun. 
day school establishments, the simplicity of the plan re. 

commended it to the attention of Christi~ns of every 
denomination ; and whilst every one was led to express 
surprise that such an institution, on an extended u. · 
beral scale, had never before engaged the attention of 
Protestants, who profess to consider the Bi~le alone as 
the standard of faith and practice, they hailed. it as 
the blessed. means of allayir~g the animosities which had 
prevailed among the different denominati'>ns of Christ. 
ians ; as· that which would unite and concentrate_ their 
energiesJ and ultimately lead to the evangelization of 
the whole world, -

In a society for med on such a basis there seemed to 
be no ro~m for strife or controversy, except that of 
stirring one another up to ·renewed or more vigorous · 
exertions, Here is no compro1nise of sentiment eithe~ 
with respect to matters of faith or modes of discipline. 
The min~r differences among Christians are overlooked, 
a.nd · this single ·object kept in view, to extend the 
knOwledge of the . pure, unadulterated Word of God · 
a~o~g . p:rofess~d Christians· of every deno1nination, and 
th~oughout the habit8ble globe. ·. , 

. Such being the , - invar~able plan of the .society, the 
surm~ or'luk{ wiµ;m mends, and the open attacks o£ 
Jivowe4 opponents, while th.ey have tended to illuminate 
he subject. and the objecis it · had in view, ·have ·given. 
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it the n1ost beneficial publicity. Its principles and pro­
ceedings have been brought forward and canvassed. 
Objections, and ~-h~ir answers, have been stated in large 
asse1nblies, and from the press ; and it has come off un­
injured and triumphant. 

The patronage and success of the parent in~titution 
in London, naturally suggested the idea ofJmilar plans 

. . ' ~ ,,, 

and meetings, not- _only in different parts of Great 
Britain, but tlu:,oughout the civilized world. Every 
encouragement pnd facility was " .. afforded for this pur­
pose by~ the par~nt .society, and the opportunity of co­
operating with ~was eagefly embraced by many popu· 
lous districts in ihe united kingdoms. The west riding 
of Yorkshire, so long favoured with religious know• 

· ledge, could no~ but feel the happy influence of that 
noble emulation:in this sacred cause, which was diffusing 
itself in every . ~direction. Leeds was one of the m~st 
forward and ac~ive of the manufacturing towns, and 
the-energy, talent, and liberality, which have there -been 
displayed, rend'r it a most important station.• 

* The concludh!g part of this note gives a noble illustration of 
what is stated abov:e.-~n addition to the grants annually made by the 
British and Foreig~ Bible Society, to the C,orresponding Committee at 
Calcutta, of 2000ll (one moiety of which iS appropriated to the trans• 
Iations going forw~~d by the Baptist missionaries at Serampore) I 000/, 
have been voted for the especial purpose of aiding the printing and 
distribution of the~ Chinese Scriptures, translated by Dr. ~arshmao. 
And further, with~ a view to aft'ord a more effe~tual encopragement 
to the translation ~: and circulation of the Scriptures in India, the 
Co-rresponding Cc)mmittee have been authorized to appropriate · 
the sum of 500l. tp the first thousand copies .. of every approved 
translation of the.:: New Testament into any : dialect of India i~ 
which no transla\fon has previou1ly existed • . The resolution 
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Durin the y ar l 10, th v. Mr. Hu ~h 8, one 
of th s cretari of th · parent oci ty, paid a vi it, 
when on hi progr in th n rth, with a vi · w to aid 
and ncourag the stabli hm nt of auxiliari , to the 

ubj ct of thi narrativ . In this int rview th de·ign 
of · hi mt ion, with the xt nsion and utility of the 
oci ty, form d a principal art of their conv r ation; 

the .con qu nc of which wa a det rmination to wait 
upon the R v. Dr. Coulthur~t, and some other respect­
able minist r and private entlenu:n in Halifax, who 
cordially expr ssed their apptobation of the design of 
establishing _an auxiliary society, several of them b ing 
already subscribers to the parent institution. A con-

1 

: iderabl p . riod, however, elapsed before any decisive 
mea ure were adopted. The twenty•fifth of December, 
1811, was at length appoint d, by public adverti ement, 
for a preliminary meeting. : The Rev. l\fr .. 1-lughes was 
invited to attend, but .w:as prevented by other pr ssing 
engagen1ents. In a letter which he addr s ed to his 
aged friend, on · the prospect of thi meeting, he con. 
gratulates him ·on being. reserved., amidst many infirmi­
t~es and bere8ving dispensations· of Providenc , for the 
~lispic~ou's period ·when he might. rby his attendance, 
hp~ h~s .. marked. ~pprobation Qf proceedings so gratify. 

1 f . . I . .. 

·Which this procedu're has been -adopted, was prompted I?y the zeal 
and 'liberality ·or Williarh Hey, Esq. of Leed , and other re· 
pect8ble indi iduals, who, struek with the proposal of t~e Baptist 

mis ionaries~ at e·timpore~ to execute twenty· ix ver ions, on the e 
rJnoderate terms ; ·a ·d'-desirous to x:cite incr ed attention to this 
't~bject, pr aebte tb , ~ ·ociety· ith the' um of 14751. a 'an offi ring 
fro ·,·certain· ;'.' 

1
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the inint t r. 
Th R v. l)r. oulthur t, at the tim of n1 t~ 

ing, wa invit d to tak th chair, and, to the satL fac­
tion f ev ry onc, ~pc pt d it with g~r at r adine , and 
in th spirit of a ~Jiri tian n1inist r, who felt an int r t 
in the w Jfar o( hi pari hion .)r . ·Many appropriate . 
speech · wcr <l )liv red, by , vcral gcntle1n n pr ent; 
and the . ubject o~' thi Men1oir, though oppr · ed with 
many infirmities, ; an~ carcely capuule of b aring the 
fatigue of ~he joµrney in that incle1n nt ea on, was 
pr sent and n10 t deeply ·affi cted on. th occa ion. He 
had intended to '. r ad part of a letter from the Rev. 
l\1r. Hughes, a~d to addrc s the m eting in a few 
words; but he w~s quite overcome by his fe lings; and . 
the sil .nt, but expr ~ sive language of t ars, was all 

> . 

that he could utter. A retro .. ·p ct of the ituation of 
I 

the parish of ~~Ialifax, in a moral point of view, at 
th , co1nmenc mt;nt of hi own public rriinistration , as 
detailed in th {Jr ce~ing part f thi ~ narrativ ; the 
happy change wli~ich pad progres ively taken place .in the 
diff u ion of r li¥ious knowl dge ; and, abov all, the 
Chri tian benevo~ence and disinterested zeal of different 
denominations, <Jn this occasion, n1ight well overpow r 
his mind. This i'as the spirit which he had endeavoured 
to promote in h~ own immediate nei hbourhood, where 
he had long enjcijred the pleasure of witnessing the kind 
inter st which tChristians, di tingui bed by different 
names, took iri ~each other's w lfar ; and the more x­
i nd~d diffusio4 of it wa th consummation of hi 
wi h s, a mi~ist r, on thi id the et rn I world. 

is motions ~r like those of Moses, · on th top of 

/ 
~- · 
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Mount Pisgah, or like tho e of the children of I rael, 
after having traversed the wilderness for forty years, 
when they at I ngth came to a portion of the promised 
land, on the farther side of Jordan, the commencement 
of their goodly h ritage. 

There is not indeed in this mortal state, according 
to the sublime representation which the inspired 
writers give us of the Canaan above, a more sti·iking 
~nticipation of it than in one of these assembli s, when 
those party distinctions, which have often been the 
great preventive of Christian co1nmunion on earth, and 
the source of fierce contention, are for the time forgot. 

~ten and overlooked; when ·an hearts unite in one har­
monious co~cert, contemplating what God has wrought, 
stining up one another to love and good works, promot. 
ing objects dear to every one who values the name of 
Christian, and forming an ins parable bond of union 
with the whole church militant. · uch a· society is 
heav.en begun below ; and well may the transient enjoy­
ment it affords, excite, in the aged servants of God, 
the most ardent desire to join that blessed assembly 
above, which will never be· dis olved; where every bar 
to communion will be removed; wher the innumerable 
company of angels, and the pirits of just men made 
perfect, will for ever unite in the blis ful employment of 
Heaven. ' r :hav~ waited for thy salvation, 0 Lord!, 
• LOrd~ now Jette t thou thy servant depart in peace, 
for miDe eye h~ve seen thy salvation.' 

· At ~i ,meetin~, it ·was unanimously concluded to 

eet&bli h a1f'auxiliary so ·ety~ of which the Rev. Dl'. 
0 · lthu t 1vas fhosen president, the Rev. Mr. Knight, 

.t y, and Wm. Mitchell. E q. treasur r. Som 
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time aft r, ~- }\ : wa appoint d vice-pr id nt. 
Bible a ocia~dn ~:~s, also. commenced at · b nbrid . . , 
of which h -_ ~ 4 .. ·, patron ; but, frmn hi ~ tt m 

• ft .. "I~ . 

debility, h w.~· -n~t able to att nd any o . th future 
meetings of .th~ s~ciety at Halifax. . 

,, 
~ - ' 

The death of ~· Fuller, soon after that of his f~iend 
Mr. Sutcliff, both2 of whom had been the mo~t active 
promoters of the ; Baptist Missionary ~ociety, waS a 
most painful and tfiscouraging circumstance. To sup­
ply in some mea~ure such a loss, vigorous exertions 

· became necessary~; and among Other expedients, the 
formation of auxiliary societies was strongly recom­
mended. The m)rthern counties united for that pur­
pose ; and the fi(;st meeting was h Id at Manchester. 
On · this occasion~ which was the last time of his 
leaving home, Di, F. was one of the preachers. The 
text was, Is. Iii .. ~ 10: 'The Lord hath made · bare 
his holy arm, ~nd pll the ends of the earth shall see the 
salvation · of our God.' In what manner he illustrated 
and applied the stfong and figurativ language in the 
former part of the text, the writer is not able to say ; 
but the latter par~ would lead him to a subj~ct, of .all 
other , the mo t interesting to his own mind, and on 
Which he enlargeq with ever-new delight. 'fhis, of any 
thing would ma~ him forget his pain for the tiille, 
and call forth all) the energies of his soul. The kind­
nes of his frien.Us, at this parting interview, and the 
noble pirit which was displayed by many indiv'duals, 
i pi omoting the ~good word, greatly a.ff ected him, and 
r ndered.thi jour~ y highly gratifying, tho~gh hi bodil 
trength was scare ly equal to such an und rtak. n ... 
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W r th writ r of th M m ir t n avour to 
trac th r maind r of hi pil 'ma e o arth, it 
would prov , that wh n Ii~ i t n d b yond it 
u ual pan, the tr ngth f m n i ut labour and 
1or_row. It would ex mplify th truth f that de crip. 
tion which th wi e man giv of th infirmiti of old 
ag , · when th ' k ep r of th hou e trem le, th 
stron m n bow th m Iv s, and th ra hopp r itself 
is a burd n.' A coldn , and almo t inc ant pain in 
hi h ad, obli · d him to w ar a v Iv t cap ; th w ak­
n s .in hi knee wa for a Ion tim o gr at, thut he 
·w unabl to ri from ~i ·at w'thout . h Ip, or to 
walk, e cept for a v ry hort di tan without upport. 
He had al o rep at d atta k of th paralyti kind, 
and wa ubject t viol nt bl ding at the no ; th 
might have a alutary ff e t, a th m an of pr venting 
apoplexy, to \Vhich th tupor and h avin ~ pr c ding 
them indicated a trong tend ncy ; but th ir fr qu nt 

return occa ioned great d bility and rend r d him in· 
capable, for th time, of attending to -hi publi labours. 

When recovering, on on · of th c a ion , he thu 
expre ses him elf, in an w· r to a lett of inquiry · re· 
1pecting the stat · of hi health : 

. " You. ee I am able to hold my p n, and I am, in all 
re pect , mercifully dealt with. om hours ·of com­
fortable rest ·have ~elieved me con id rably. .am a 
little better ·thi . morning than la t night, for which, on 
·your account .,chieflyf I feel thankful. I tru t the Lord 
will support you in all you have to do and to ar ! He 
• all- ufJicient; ~ but '~t is his will that }tho e whom he 
lov hould b t~iPd~to the uttermost. I ha~e read Mr. 
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/ cil ' Vi it to th.e Hou of M urnin : with a n-
ta it i an · dmirabl littl boo ." 

After anoth r eason f ver indi po ition" h ay , 

' am following the prescription of my medical 
tt ndant, which, I hop , may afford in time dme all .;. 

vi ti n my complaint ; but I £ I r ign d to .the 
Divin will. My.,for£ it d life ha b . n long continued, 
and I have r a on to say, ' oodn s and m rcy hav 
hith rto £ How d lne, and I am Still load .d with bene­
fit .' Mer y an truth ·b with you and your ! " 

n other 1 tte1!S to his distant ri n , th e ari 
ti-on indication that, u'hile th outw r man wa 

ayin , th inward man wa r newed day by day : 

' hou h I am un·able to writ much, n account of 
th w akn and atlli ti n which tt nd n1e, am 
d ir u to ay that I find t com~ rt in that uni n 
of pirit which I~ I ~ward you, an ·n th pro. t 
o m · tin yo _ in that world f r t n a , wh r 

rft. ct liarmony hall reign ~ T ~ r, and . her in 
ickne , an~ sorrow, shall be known no mo . · • 

h short· intervi ws I hav had with you, h v 
l ft the mot pie ing n ation on my 1nind; and 
think I now the m aning of that Divin dir fon : 
' I ov oii no th r with a pure heart fervently! 

a m rid r ympathy amid t tho e my riou 
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ftliction ., with which it has plea d the Almighty to 
try you. They arc all ordained ~ i~ wisdom and love ; 
what you know· not n~w, you will know hereafter. 
May you be divinely upported and trengthened to all 
patience and long-suffering, with joyfulness. How 
happy hould I be to see you! but though I have oo 
hope of such an enjoym nt in this world, I humbly trust 
that the friend hip which ha been begun on earth, will 
be per.6 cted in heaveti. I cannot forget you ; nor am 
I illino- you should forget pie, however unworthy of 
your regard~" 

"Feb. 12, 1814. 

" -1 am ready to suppo ·e that this i the last time 
you will h ar from me. I am far advanc d in life, and 
load d with infirmitie . and afflictions, which daily re­
mind me Or my approaching end. I am waiting in 
pati nt-h9pe till my change come. It eems long since 
you favoured me· with a line, but when I reflect on my 
unworthin s of you.r notice, my uneasy thoughts on 
thi h ad are ch eked. 

" Most earnestly do · I wi h that you may be happy 
in the enjoyment of every token of the Divine favour, 
which you need for lift and gocil'n , for this world 
and the nFxt. May the smil s of Heaven be upon you, 
and may the peace of God which pas eth all under• 
Standing keep your heatt, · and rul your mind, 
through' Christ J u ! , .. ·To his· Divin.e care I most 
affectionately co•mend you, aDd am 

" ~our mo ;t faithful friend, &c." 

' 
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lie servic s, th strain of hi ermons, and the ol tn-
nity of hi address, show d that h was fully n ible of . 
the approach of that p riod w· h n he must give an 
account of his .st ~ardship, and .when those who had so 
long been accust~med to · hear him would see his face 
no more. . I f1!equently took occasion to address the 
aged•· who, like · him, w re going the way of all the 

• As an instance or this, the sermon he preached from 
Ps. xxxix. 7, . may be referred to: ' A»d now, Lord, what wait I 
for ? my hope is in thee.' 

" I. Inquire who ought more e pecially to adopt this language. 
(I.) The aged. The young are apt to form great expectations; 
but, what have w to xpect? we have almost done with this world. 
Barzillai said, ' How long have I to live?' ·~ I may soon expect a11 

-ejectment,- and to b~ turned out of this house of clay. Time has 
made many chi~ks . in it. One blast may bring it to the ground. 
0 my aged friend , let us, like the Psalmist, cultivate acquaintance 
with a future world.~. (2.) This may be a suitable inquiry for the 
sickly and infirm: ' My heart and rriy s.trength faileth,' &c. 
(S.) For those wh,o have exp rienced ·many disappointments. 
( 4.) For one who h~s outlived worldly comfort :· q·. d. Of those who 
set out in life with ine, how few are alive ! I look around ; a new 

" r ,, . 

generation ·arises ~o push us off the stage. (5.) For one who is 
deeply convinced ~f the vanity of the world. _ Ver. 6. ' Surely 
_every man walket~l ·in a vain shew.' (6.) For one who considert 
that he has concer~s of infinite moment depending. ' What is a 
man profited if he s~ould gain the whole world, and los.e his own soul.' 

" II. Let us ~o~~sider _the import of the_ .. expression, 'My.hope 
is in thee.' It is f ir he had said, (1.) I need salvation; and my 

: hope of it is in th~. I cry, as in ver. 8; 'Deliver me from all my 
. transgressions.' ~e atonement of Christ is_ the foundation on 
· which I build, ber~· l fix my trust. (2.) ' My hope is in thee,' for 
that rest and het>pioesB wbich th world cannot give. No~w. r 
fqrbid my carnal ~ope, &e. · ' Whom have I in Heaven but th · ? ' 
(S.) '~~erefore ~y hope ia in th ;_w~o eanet do aU for me~ 
I atand m need ot · ( +.) ' My hope 1 1n th .e/ who. hast pronlJ 

~ 6 . 
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earth; and the g-en(\ral choir() of his subjects evidrnced 
the state of mind of one who was on the vtTgc of tlw 
eternal world. 

In the latter end of January .nnd th<~ lw ~~inning of 
f"'ebruary, 1816. the weakness of his knc()S increased so 

1nuch, that he was frequently under the lJ(T~ssity of 
using crutches. ·nuring t hr- "~eek prccedi ng· t l H 1 Sab. 

bath on which he preached his last sen1w11, la' was 

seriously indisposed, and little hope was t~11tertai11t 'd that 
lie would be able again to appear in the housv of ( ~od ~ 
but on the Saturday nncl Sunday n1orning- hf' was 
n1uch hetter, and expressc<l a <lPsire to go tu the 
1necting, that he n1ight once n1ore have an opportunity 

of addressing his heloved charge. 1 le was with great 
difficulty conducted into the pulpit, hut durinµ; the 
time of preaching he appeared to be quite as well as 

for some months before. Ile spoke with great free­
dom ; and though the discourse was longer than usual, 

he did not seem, at the close of the Sl1rviee, t.o be much 
exhausted, or to have sustained any ir1jury from the 

exertion. During the whole serinon _, au u11 cummon 
stillness and solemnity pervaded the assen1Lly. The 
debilitated state of him who was speaking, an<l the 

subject itself, so well adapted to his situation, rendered 
it a m~st affecting season. 

·The ~otes of this sermon, from the words of the 
prpphet ;Nahum, i. 7 : ' The Lord is good, a strong hold 

to save those that trust in thee. (5.) ' .My hope is in thee,' who 
C8Dlt save, me in·thedying hour, and make me happy for ever. 

~ f' .'Jitfiwtnce1.--(t ~) ·To forget-our latter end is an indication of the 
-~-~ folly: ) for, (9.) The tiine is coming when all hopes but 
tbit1wilt !ail. · (S.) Let . us then live as dying persons.'' 
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JOH~ l'A \\~CETT, I>. lL 

u1 the day of truul)Ic; '-\c. : \UTc ~ome time aftrnvanb 

foun<l in his pockt't-IHH>k. 'l'hc~· nn\ more c()µious 

th a 11 h l' w as in t he g c n c r :t l J 1 : d ) i t of 'v r i t in g ; a 11 cl t he 

author has complied with tlw solicitation of llHrny 

friends" l> y ~ u I ,j ni n i 11 g~ t Ii e n1 to t h i s ' It) n lO i r . T h c la~ t 

words of tlw~c "ho h;1n2 dc\'utt 'd thctnselve:-; rnon~ 1m­

n1ediatdy tu the ~cn· in~ of Cod, nml who have known 

by exp~ r i c n cc t l w p n w c r ' d, r cl i g· i on () 11 t I H , i r o \V ll sou b, 

ha\"e always hn 1 ll cmhid('rcd ns hi,~' hly intere~tin .~· . 

By such a te~tir11ony tht·y set tlwir seal to the truth 

a n d t t lit h t'u l n cs s 0 f c~ 0 d ' a[) d a fl ( ) rd t h l' nw ~ t sub~ ta ll ti al 

t\ncouragernent, not only to tht~ir i111mediate successors, 

but to generations, yet u11f ,urn, tu know an<l tear the 

God of' their fathers . 

' () ta~te a11d ~ .ce that tl1e LorJ i:-i good ; blcsseJ are 
all they that put their trust in hin1 ~ ' 

()n the ~londay following-, Feb. ~7, he ventured out 

again to follow to the t;ra\·e tht~ remain~ uf a poor, but 

very pious woman, who had left behind her a nun1erous 

family of childre'.n. l-Iis friend~ \vould have persuaded 

him to engage an_other person to officiate at the funeral; 
but he felt ~o much on the occasion, that he could not 
be induced to decline 1naking- the attempt, which proved 
1nore than his s ·~rength was equal to ; his complaints 
returned, attended with a violent rheurnatic fever, 
which entirely deprived hin1 of the use of his limbs. 

About the saine time, his only domestic, who had 
long been declining, also took her bed, so that they 
were both in a state of extrcn1e helplessness. 

His fever often produced a considerable degree of de­
lirium, but in the intervals he expressed his humble re­
~ignation to the Divine will. Psalm lxxi. was read to 
him, which affected hin1 greatly. To a friend, who 

~ ll 
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called upon him, and lamented the loss the neighbour. 
hood was likely to sustain by his removal, he said, " I 
am· an unworthy creature, I see it more than ever; but 
I . would . now say, ' Not my will, but thine be done."' 
The unfavourable symptoms increEtsed so much that, on · 
the Saturday following, it was not expected .he could 
continue till morning. He was f~11equently engaged in 
ejaculatory prayer, son1etimes adopting the language of 
the· publican, . at others the devout aspiration of dying 
Jacob,.' I have waited for thy salvation, 0 Lord!' On 
the Sabbath day he was a little better, and m01·e 
collected. He often repeated the.. following lines from 
Milton; his thoughts, no doubt, being directed to a 
better and brighter \Vorld : 

" Straight towards heaven my wond'ring eyes I turn'.d, 
And gazed awhile the ~mple sky:• 

. During the subsequent days, he had many relapses, and 
hi~ friends had little or no hope of ·his ·surviving this 
~iciion, but through the use of proper means, the fever 
gradually subsided, ~nd by taking. nourishing food · he 
began to recover a little strength. The following ~in es 
Were composed by him as he lay in bed, on Tuesday 
morning, March 19 : 

~' Here surrounded with mercies I wait, I . . . , .. . 

til~ the ~ay of salvatio~ arise ; 
Of aflliction, · 1 ~till feel the weig~t, 

But hop·e· bids n1e look to the skies. 
• f , ; f f' ; ,. } : ~) f'~ • 'J ' t ' J • f ! " ~ '. . . ' .; ) ... ' 

" Th~t ~~p,~ ~~c~ 9n Jes~ ~~~es, . 
. Ana ~on his salvation dep¢n~, . 
. , Shall ssue in heavenly joys, t ~ · .~ • 

· · And peace that shall ne~er have an .. eud.."' . 
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By the recommendation of the physician, and at his 
own particular desire, he and his aged domestic were 
removed to his fdrmer residence at Ewood 1-Iall, as soon 
as his strength ~ould adrnit. Being neither of them 

'; 

able to sit up, the~r were conveyed in their beds. \Vb.en 
" ' ascending the hil{ near the house, he emphatically used 

the expression of: his favourite poet, in speaking to the 

person who attetided him: 

' v 

" The'. land of silence and of death 
A~tends my next remove." 

The fever, in ~ great measure, left him soon after his 
- removal, but. he continued in a state of extre1ne debility, 

and it became evident, when he attempted to walk, 
that along witl4 his other con1plaints, one side had 
been aff eeted bY a paralytic, stroke ; his~ memory also, 
with reference t~ places once familiar to him and to 
passing incidents, was greatly impaired. Happily he 
retained to the close of life, notwithstanding repeated 
similar attacks, the most distinct recollection of those 
Divine truths which had been so long endeared to him ; 
and his friends were often delighted with the fervour 
and pertinency of his devotional exercises in hiS room, 
and sometimes in the family. 

I . 

On the 9th of May the aged domestic before men-
tioned, who ~ad', lived with him more than thirty years, 
expired, after ~aving been confined to her bed thir­
teen weeks ; buf he had still one companion in tribula-, 
tion left, bis grandson, whose health had been in a 
declining state f of some months. It was paiilf ul to the 
family to wifo~ from day to day. the gradual decay of ' 
nature in these, ~wo invalids ; the one in advanced ag~i 

2B2 
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the other in the bloom of life, yet both supported by the 
same promises, and rejoicing together ' in hope of the 
glory of God,' though at times ' in heaviness through 
manifold temptations., ' It is better to go to the house 
of mourning,' to witness such a spectacle, ' than to the 
house of n1irth;' here the vanity of the w·orld and of all 
sublunary enjoy111ents, and the value of eternal realities 

. ' 
strike the mind, beyond all that hunu1n precepts can 
inculcate. 

. On the 10th of October his young companion was 
taken from hin1. He could seld01n 1nention him after­
wards without the strongest e1notion. 1-Ic had been 
endeared to hin1 by early attachment, and si1nilarity of 
pursuits, but still more by his Christian patience and 
resignation during his long continued afflictions ; and it 
was in compliance with his request that the " Tribute" 
to the memory I of this young _person was n1ade public, 
which he was no doubt induced to wish for, in the hope ' 
that it might be· of some utility to the rising generation. 

For some months after he began to recover, his prin­
cipal amusement was reading ; but of . that he was at 
length deprived by another paralytic attack, which 
~ff ected one .. of ·his eyes. Till that time, except for a 
few weeks after : he was seized with the rheumatic fever, 

'( 

his eyes had been remarkably good, so that he could 
read the smalles~ print without glasses, constantly using a 
very small pocket Bible in the pulpit; on this account 
he felt the loss very sensibly ; but though sometimes 
langu

1
id and dajected, 4e was enabled to possess his soul 

i11 pfitience, atid to glorify God by suffering · his will, 
when he could1 no longer df! it by active service. 
., 'Long · as tht'f separating stroke had been expected, it 
wu~ sudden 'ati last. · The Saturday evening before hi$ 

eizure, he re] 
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seizure, he repeateq fro1n n1e1nory a considerable part of 
the first chapter of:. St. John's Gospel, and prayed with 
the family, in such a n1anner as excited the surprise of 
all present. He enjoyed the con1pany of a few friends, 
who came to see hih1 on the lVIonday evening following; 
hut the next day Be had a succession of convulsive fits, 
which it was appr~hended \Vould tern1inate in itn1ne­
diate death, but (hey at length subsided. They how-

,\ 

ever l~ft him in sut h a state of debility, that after ]an .. 
guishing for a fe\\r'. days, he expired on the 2.5th of July, 
1817, in the 77th year of his age. 

As to the state of his mind in this last illness, it was 

conforn1able to w·h~t he had experienced and evidenced 
_through all his forrper afflictions. Mercy, Divine mercy, 
'vas what he in1pl6~·ed, with all the lowliness of a babe in 
Christ. I-le joined \vith the greatest fervency in the peti. 
tions offered 'up at his bed-side ; and though his mind was 

not in general so ¥1uch eleva,ted with holy joy as some 
of God's people h~ve been, he had solid comfort, and 
often expressed hrs 'desire to depart and to be with 
Christ.' A short time before he expired he said, ' Come~ 
Lord Jesus, co111e quickly.' One of his attendants hav- · 
ing said, ' There ;~remaineth a rest for the people of 
God,' he added, '0 receive me to thy children !' 

Few individual~ had lived more· in the anticipation of 
the closing scene · (ban hin1self; the general train of _his 

views and feelin~s, as claiming. a~quainta~ce with a 
future world, and { the many ~ffhchons 'vh1ch he had 

J. • 

previously endure~, led him to realize this ·event ; and 
though the final ~truggles were very great, owing to a 
paralysis of the ~art and' leading arteries, which pre­
vented the crim~on current (rom flowing to the ex .. 
tremities long tbe(-0re the lungs ceased to heave, he was 
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quite ~ollected to the last, and humbly resigned to the 
Divine will. 

To ~hose of the family whom he was leaving behind, and 
to his friends who came to ·be witness to his departure, it 

· was a most affecting season. Imagination retraced the en-
joyments which his society had afforded in former years; 

and the continual attention which his debilitated state 
bad long required, served to endear him still more to 
his immediate attendants. As long as he could .speak, 
his expressions, to them were full of kindness and ten-

, der regard, which, though intended to console, made 
them feel still more sensibly that they were about to 
sustain an irreparable loss. 

His countenance to the last was remarkably florid, 
without any of those wTinkks \vhich are generally pro­
dooed by disease and advancing years. 
i. ,On the day of the interment, and when the funeral 
sermon wa~ preached by Dr. Steadman, an immense 
conco:urse ;of . different denoininations of Christians as­
sembled to-. pay their last tribute to the memory of the 
~ceased, 1and the solemnity of their deportment showed 
hew.: deeply their minds .were affected on the occasion. 
$he ; ser~on has .since been printed; the text, being 
part of_.the .· dying words of Jacob to his son Joseph, 
~ - Behold:1 l die, but God shall be with you,' was se­
lected~ fui.- .tne.:· solemn·, service by :him ~who wished to 
adopt ;them ~ :his farewell ·. blessing to · his family, his 
flock:, ~ and .his1 friends ~in general. ., . . .. 
t.~~.It js an · affeeting · ~considera.tion that his decease was 
the·.~ p~elude to: that of wo_ other ministers present at his 
fun~ral, who, had ·been, for a succession of years, emi· 
nently usefu~ . in their respective spheres, and with whom 
; he. ~ad enjoyed the ·most cordial friendship. The per· 
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son~ here referred. to \Vere the Rev. Dr. Coulthurst , 
vicar of the parish :of Halifax, and the Rev. l\1r. Little­
wood of 'Rochdale~ ~ It has often been the wish of good 
men that their live~ and labours n1ight terminate toge­
ther. In both tt3ese instances, this was realized; as 
scarcely a ·warning-~ was given. They 'vere to the very 

last day of their 111.ortal existence acth~ely e~ployed in 
the discharge of ~}.he duties of their station, in pro­
moting the welfar¢ of society. ' Blessed are .those ser- . 
vants whom their·· Lord shall find so doing when he 

\ 

cometh, whether. ;t be in the evening, at . the cock 
crowing, or in the )norning.' 

• 
After the account which has been given at large of 

the life, miniStry,!and writings, of the subject of this 
narrative, it may ·:be deemed alm?st superfluous to at­
tempt to take, by ~way of conclusion, ~ sum1nary view 
of his charact~ ·- ; J but as the writer has been favoured 
with communicatjons . from seve-fal of his esteemed 
friends, he can no~. forbear availing hiinself of them, by 
laying some extra{~ts before the public. · 

At the annual ineeting of the Baptist Missionary So­
ciety held .at Leeds, August 28; 1817, the Rev. Thomas 
Langdon expressl'Cl himself as follows : 

' " The subjects which have hitherto engaged our 
attention, . are hi~hly calculated to afford us pleasure 
arid encoltrageµiept. . But I am now about to advert to 
an event which c~nnot fail to awaken deep and painful 
regret. I scarce~y need inform you that I refer to 
the loss which tl\is society has lately sustained by the 

. ~ 
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decease of our venerable friend and father, the Rev. Dr. 
Fawcett. 

" It may truly be said of hi111, that he was ' a burn­
ing and shining light.' He 'vas an eminent Christian, 

• and strikingly exemplified in his own . conduct the. pu­
rifying tendency of that religion, which he recom­
meiided to others. Let a 1ninister possess the finest 
natural abilities, the n1ost extensive learning, and all 

· the · powers of the most commanding eloquence, unless 
they are acco1npanied with a good exan1ple, his labours 
are not likely to he useful. But pr. Fawcett enforced 
all his religious instructions, by the powerful influence 
of a holy life. I-le 'vas an affectionate husband, the 
best of fathers, a kind inaster, and a good neighbour, 
administering advice and consolation as the case re­
quired. His character was adorned with every Chris­
tian grace and virtue ; but his unaffected humility and 
1neekness, his f erv~nt piety ~nd his ardent and habitual 
devotion, . wer~ its _most. prominent features. He entered 

on a profession of religion 'Yhen young, and he uni .. 
formly adorned . the· profession, by a pious and holy con .. 
duct to the end of his days. 

" As an-instructor of . youth, he was eminently qua· 
lified, and his · labours in this capacity were extensively 
useful. .He had the happiness of seeing many of his 
pupils filling highly-feputable stations . in society with 
honour and usefulness. I see some present who were 
once ·his pupUs, · and I am persuaded that to them · bis 
memory , w,ill,.,q.\ways J>e. dear... Our highly. esteemed 
· JQ~ionary . tll.e .. Rev, · \V m, W ~rd . was among those who 
l!~nt . ihrough ~ course of preparatory study under his 
~· edion. . , .. ' ,, . 

'' . ~ not afraid of giving offence to any of my bre• 
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thren, When I . say~ that as a minister, he stood, for 
many years; the fi1:~t in our denomination in this part 
of the kingdotn. 11is natural abilities were extensive, 
and these he had g~eatly improved by a long course of 
reading and study~ His religious opinions were tho­
roughly evangelicaf, and equally free from any tendency 
to foster Pharisaic .Pride, and to encourage antinomian 
licentiousness. ue inculcated the great doctrines of 
Christianity 'vith' ~ seriousness suited to their vast in1-
portance, and witb a plainness almost puritanical. His 
1nanner 'vas per~·aps somewhat peculiar, but exceed­
ingly solemn arid ' deeply impressive. For considerably 
inore than half a .-century, he continued with great fide­
lity, and zeal, and with increasing popularity and suc­
cess, to preach the unsearchable riches of Christ . 

'' As an author, though dead, he yet speaketh to 
us ; and I hope' will continue to speak to our children 
and children's children when we are numbered with the 
dead. In his poetic writings he discovers no sn1all degree 
of taste and elegance of thought. But they are princi­
pally distinguished by the strain of ardent benevolence, 
tender affection, and ~ervent devotion, ·by which they 
are pervaded. Of his prose works, perhaps his e~cellent 
' Essay on Anger ' will generally be allowed the prece­
dence. With the ·merits of his ' Devotional Bible' you 
are well acquainted ; and I doubt not _but generations 
yet unborn will bless his men1ory, while they offer upthe 
pious desire.s of their souls in the devout language with 
which he has furnished them in his ' Aspirations.' Of 
the support and consolation which 1nany have derived 
from his ~ Sick Man' Employ,' I have often been $ . 

witness, when visiting the abodes of affliction, and tand,. 
ing by the bed-of death. 'rh ri dvice to outh' has 

6 
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had an extensive circulation, and has, I douht nnt. ~en 
made very useful. But if I mistake not, a 1nuch hum .. 
bier publication will not he the least useful of his writ­
ings, I mean the entertaining and instructive '1-Iistory 
of John Wise,' • a little book. which is daily read with 
peculiar interest by our children an~l servants. 

'' ()f the Baptist l\fissionary Society, he has been from 
its first establishment a steady and zealous f1iend. But 
he is gone ! flis labours are finished, and the places 
that orice knew him in the family, at our annual public 
as8emblics, in the pulpit, at the haptisn1al font, and at 
the table of the Lord, where his manner \Vas peculiarly 
interesting and affecting, will know him no more for 
ever! T'he death of his ~ninh is precious in the sight 
of the l.,ord, and it ought to be precious in the sight 
of his servantR too. }'cs, we will often think of their 
excellences, we will embaln1 their memories, and en· 
deavour, according to our respective situations and 

abilities, 'to be followers of them who do now, through 
fa.ilth and patience, inherit the promises.' " 
~ . i 

, ;The following passages occur in letters which 

ha.ve· been addressed to the wi·iter by persons who 
were iintimately acquainted with the character and con· 
fhltt of the deceased. 

~Hl ~ ;Mtiftnerable arid highly esteemed friend, whose 
rh: u '~';.{:: -.. ·;~ · · . .' 
}r.• ThttHll#~~ ~d•ard l~P8; . ;who seconded the motion made 
'111~ ~pP~ lll ·~ ,_:~~~ '1ld imp.reuive sp.:ech, which he 
· ~~ ~if~ ~ceaon, told ".ie meetin~ that there ~as a young 

.. ~ ~ present, nO'I\" ent.er1ng on a course of studies prepara· 
· , . "· f Gti Ch1'iltiail ministty, wflo ·recf:ived his 6nt abiding rel1· 
tiliit t(lfp.:ririiom from· reading~' lohn Wile.'' : · - ·· 
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loss we now lament, was a person of no common worth, 

his reputation ha~ for a long series of Y<'ats stood high 
arnong the church<:s of Christ in thi8 part. \Ve admit, 
that, like other great nnd g·o(x:i rnen, he had hi~ infirmi­

ties, which he would rPadily acknowledge and lament~ 
but they \vere counterbalanced by excellences which 

are rarely seen to meet in the san1e per~on. I le was a 

true patriot, and well understood th<) principles of civ-il 
and religious liberty~ bt1t it was his uniform study to 

practise hin1self, and to inculcate upon others, the rule 
laid down by his Divine i\laster: ' Hender unto Ca-~sar 

the things that are Ca'sar· ~, and to ( ;od the things that 

are (;od's.' 'The feding-s of his heart and the dictates 
of his judg1ne11t led him to cherish the most ardt1nt love 

for his native country, praying for 'kings and nil that 
are in authority, that we rnny live a p()aceable and quiet 

life in all godliness and honesty.' 

J\s a mini~ter vf the Cospe!, notwithstanding hi~ emi­

nent talents, he ·was singularly modest ; always speaking 
of hirnself with self-abas<:ment. I ha\'·e seldom heard him ~ 

say he had preached, but only that he had attempted to 
do it. 1-lis rnind on all occasions, and through all the 

changing scenes of life, appeared to be deeply in1pressed 
WI<ler a sense of the in1portance and responsibility of the 
ministerial office. Though he had been so long in the 
habit of public speaking, to the very last he evidenced the 
same diffidence of bis abilities as at the commencement 
ai his labours. Instead of fancying that he had acquired 
an. habitual readiness and aptitude for the · work. to "-hieh 
he was called, hi& standing · motto was, ' Who ts suffi­
cient for these things?, In son1e this might appear 
like affectation, but in him it was the genuine feeling of 
the soul. However painful it may be to the individual, 
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it is n1uch to be preferred to thos forward, elf-import; 
ant airs which sm:netimes disgrace the pulpit, and which 
are strong indications of an en1pty mind. rrhis diffi-

. dence of his own powers '\Vas one principal reason of his 
making use of · n_otes in the pulpit, not only at public 
meetin.gs, but ·in addressing his O\Vn congregation. It 
was also a strong incentive to that dilig~nt and perse­
vering appJication to study, by which he was distin. 
gµished through life. He \Va~ always dissatisfic:d with 
his ~ attainments, panting after more enlarged views of 
Divi~e truth, both for h~s own advantage as a Christian 
and fo1-- the benefit of others. On the return of any of 
the usual seasons of relaxation in the seminary over which 
4e had long presided, he evidenced by his prayers in the 
family,· as w~cll ~s by . his conversation, an earnest desh·e 
that ~they n1ight be i1nproved to so1ne valuable purpose 
in an intellectual point of view, as well as for the re .. 
novation of health and spirits. 
· ·" lli~ senti1nents on Divine truth were derived, not 
from human interpJ·etation, bu_t f1~om the oracles of God. 
He. preached the doctrines of_ the gospel in a practical 
manner, showing · their genuine tendency to promote 

. holiness.in .heart. and life, .at the sa111e tin1e exhibiting / . 

t~ei~ jnfluence by the purity and integrity of his ! own 
sptrit l ! ~nd conver$ation. While, on the one hand, he · 
~t~adily . m~ntain"d ~d proved from Scripture that 
salvatio_n . is ,by -graice.; on the· other he strenuously en­
fori!~d·· the .practic of piety and the duties of religion, as 
ih~~- Qnly prQper eviiden.ce of: ~n .interest in the blessing~ 
.of·.·_. d~mption. . Jn treating .. doctrinal subjects he was 
q-refµl -~~ ~v.oid those ·r-ash ,expressipns,- which, however 
~g:to · ~m.e". are : dangerous to 1tlie. licentious and 

. Btf: The . rpiark ; whic an ·· excellent writer 
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has made in ·this re pect., \Va the rule of his conduct : 
' It is not enough that what we preach or write . hould 
be true in son1e possible sense \vhich the word will 
bear; it is higJ1ly needful to guard against expression 
which easily , admit of being perverted; an~d . .that 'Ye 
should bring )n Scriptural doctrines in their proper 
place and conneJ,ion, and use them for a Scriptural 
end.' ( ' 

' " No one ·of the sacred writers i~sisted so largely on 
the doctrines of grace as the Apos~le Paul: but his be­
Hef of them did not discourage him in the use of means, 
hut rather •· incited him to ~reater exertions. He 
brought forw·~rd these doctrines always in~ their own 

, place, not to ,: blunt the edge of his own exhortations, 
and to excuse sinners in their rejection of tpe Gospel, 
not to encourage pride, but to promote , humility in those 

- w.ho embrac~ it. . As perfor1ning an embassy for 
Christ, as ttjough God did beseech men by him, he 
prayed them ~ in Christ's stead to be reconciled to 

God. ' '" e Preach,' says he, ' Christ unto you, the 
hope of glorj, warning every man and teac;hing every 
man in all wi~do1n, that we may present. every man per­
fect in Christ .Jesus.' · The Apostle evidently considered 

~ . 

·God's decree;, as his rule and not ours. That this is, 
and ought to ~be, the case, is evident from the language 
of the Almighty to the prophet Ezekiel ; for. though he 
had told hiID that the children of Israel would not 

i: 

hearken to his voice, ·he still gave the direction to him. 1 

Ezek. iii. 4, /11 : ' Speak with my words unto them, 
whether they will hear or whether they will forbear.' 
Such is , the :'. Divine precept to ministers in · .every · age," 
and such Wai, the humble aim of him who has receritly 

! , 

~ 
.,. 
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fini hed hi~ course. He warned sinners of their dan. 
g r, and held forth the Gospel in the freeness of its 
promises and fulness of its grace, with its tender invi. 
tations, as encouragement to apply to Jesus for mercy · 
and p rdon. \Vhen pleading the cause of God, he 
ma~ no formal attack upon those who differed from 
hin1 in their opinions, kno\ving that ·Divine truth will 
work its own way. He forn1ed his conduct as a man: 
and as a minister on that Divine maxim: 'Follow peace 
with all men.' It was. not his practice to dwell on 
subtle speculations apd perverse disputations, which en­
gender envy and &trif~, much less did he introduce· 
trifling subjects which are at best calculated only to· 
please the fancy ; those who hear~ him . statedly mus~ 
have seen that his aim was to reach. the heart, to touch 
the consciences of sinners, to bring the1n to Christ, and· 
to edify the church. . 

l .. 
:." .According to the poet's description he \Vas 

" ' Simple, grave, sincere, in doctrine uncorrupt, 
In languag.e plain, and plaj~ in manner, 
Decent, solemn, chaste, ·and natural in gesture, 
Much impressed himself, as conscious 
Of his awful charge, 
And anxious mainly that the charge lie fed 
1"1igh~ feel it too.' · ~ · 

It is · a~ , observatiQn . wh~~h ha~ .been mad~ with great 
propriety. and : J udg~ent : . · " That we ought not to 
think our views of Divine truths are sound ~nd correct, 
unless om; principles .\w~ ,allow, a,id naturally lead qs t& 
make us,e of ev'er;y ~art. ef the· word· ef G<J.d~ 'Ref er· 
ence is not here had t0: .~bsoure historical~ passages, not . 
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to prophecie~ yet unfulfilled, but to whatever r lat 
either to ·privi~ege or duty. If the tend ncy f th 
system adopted; be to make a pe1"son dw .11 upon er· p .. 
ture doctrines, to the neglect of ·Scriptural xhortation , 
it will produce an unedifying . ameness which mu t ul­
timately sho~ ·' that the Word of God has not been 
rightly and pro~tably divided. There ·s a hp.rmony in 
Divine revelatipn which renders C7)ery part of the 
Bible beautifur in its season. It is not necessary to 
~how how deeply · the mind of the deceased was 
influenced by these considerations. The more he 
studied the .voluine of revelation, the more he saw 
of that rich ~ariety of truth 'vhich it contains, and 
which, during the long period of his public ~inistrations, 
he endeavoured to exhibit, bringing forth out of the 
sacred treasury things new and old ; but his work is 
now ended; h~ has finished his course, and received the 
crown which q.od has promised to his faithf~l servants. 
0 that we ma~; live and die like him ! " ~ 

*The following l_ines were written by the justly lamented ·Dr. 
Thomson, in memory of the subject of these memoirs. At the 
time when he penned them, his own career (alas! for his friends 
too short), which ~, had been strongly marked by traces· of high 
attainments and ~enevolent designs, was drawing to a close. 
Having removed ~roqi Halifax to Leeds, he was chosen · Physician 
to the llo~c,e .of Recovery, and soon after, while attending that ex­
cellent institution~ in the assiduous discharge of his professional 
duties, he caught a fever which quickly put a period to his mortal 
existence in the prime of life, ut flos succissus aratro. 

" Servant .of God well done ! thy lengthen' d daya, 
Spent .to promote his glory in his praise, · 

· Have gently clo.sed, in the grave's stilin·css blest, 
E'en as ·the cradled infan~ . sinks to i•est. , 
Let those who· ia thy pnge have read his word,· 
And felt it raise their 1;0.uls tO prai$e the Lord ; 

'· 

.{., 
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With these remarks, for which he is chiefly indebted 
to various comlnunications from his friend , the writer 
closes this narrative of the life of his deceased parent, 
connected with that of numbers of his contemporaries 
and associates, now no more: 

Qui sacerdotes casti, dum vita manebat, 
Quique sui memores alios fecere mercndo. 

His own feelings have been deeply interested, hut he is 
w~ll aware that this is not a criterion by which to judge 
of the impression likely to be made upon the minds of 
others, nor will it be a sufficient excuse for the impro-

. prieties which · their cool judginen~ may discover. So 
far ~s .he knows his own heart, it has been his aim to 
give a true delineation of the life of the deceased, and 

" \ 
They whose young minds first open'd learning's-page 
Under thy roof, and loved thee, saint and sage; 
Let thy dear floe~, who as their shepherd led 
By living streams, in the green pastures fed ; 
Let the_lost sheep who learn'd of thee the way 
To join the few who never went astray; 
0 let thy children, children's children, say 
How kind, how heavenward was thine earthly way; 
And.!18 their silent tears uncheck'd flow on,' 
Their hearts shall speak, ' S~rvant of God, well done! ' 

· Let them, with eye Jr faith, the time behold 
· ·· ··· .. · ~en there shall he on~ shepherd and one fold. 

~ . ' ~ When the lost pastor r teacher' father) friend, 
. Shall at . the feet of Jesus lowly be\}d ; . 
With .humble j~y fhis sacred charge resign : . 
' Take back the she~p thou gave.st, they are thine ! ' 
Departed saint, 0 hear his glad commands, . 

: See whe"e thy risen, glorioU.s .Saviour . stands­
Stands at ,~he ~ight hand -of his Father's tQrone, 
' Come~ th~u up .hiiber-..Set'vant o.f G~d, well done!',, 
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' cf those even~s i~ which he was directly . or indirectly 
concerned. r,i order to do this he has spm·ed no pains 
in his researc}\es ·; and he has endeavoured also to aid hi 
own recollecti~n by that of others. If, in any instance, 
the force of alf ection should have led him to enlarge t oo 
minutely on past events, or to expatiate too diffusively 

: on departed ~xcellence, he trusts to the an dour and . 
sensibility of.~ those who kno'v what it is to have lost 
the best of ,p~rents-the guide of youth, the friend aT!d 
cmnpanion of ~ advancing years. Should he have erred 
in this respec:t~ he most readily_acknowledges that he has 
so far done injustice to the memory of the deceased, in 
whon1 modesty and a humble sense of n1any iinperfec­
tions were prC!minent features. T o have attempted to 
throw ~ight on the shades of his character (for such 
there are in the best of men) would have been utterly 
inconsistent with that filial regard ' vhich 'vould lead 
eYen the. mo~t insensible, lvhen death makes a separa-

.M. 

tion, to cover ··them with the 1n antle of love :-but he is 
under no appr~hension that any thing 'vill be suggested 
by others, ev~ by 'vay O'~, insinuation, to invalidate tUe 
general testimony which has here been given ." 

By the grqce ef G od he was what he \ ·a'S ; that 
grace qualifiep him for the ·work to which he lvas 
called, and tµzjoµgh that grace his path shone ' 1no ~e and 
more to the_ p~rfect day.' 

' . 
It is not without sentiinents of regret, n1ingled 

with other emotions, that the writer now lays down 
his pen. Aftf r having spent many of his evening and 
midnight hours, as it were, in converse with the de­
ceased, by ·en4eavouring to draw aside the curtain from 
days that a:re-~ gone fQr ever, and by musing ~ver his 
JDanuscript p~pers, the conclusion of bis labours ii lik~ 

2c 
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another separation, without the prospect · of meeting 
agai~ on this side the grave. · He now commits the re. 
suit of his re earches to the 'public, with a sincere wish 
th.at a Divine blessing may accompany them, so that 
they may be in some measure instrumental in pro .. 
moting .and perpetuating ~hose principles and that true 
spirit of Christianity which are honourable to, God and 
~ond°ucive to the best interests of mankind. Amen. 

/ 

f " 

Ewood Hall, 
July 25, 1818. 
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SUBSTANCE 

OF THE 

LATE. REV. DR. FAWCET1T;S 
' I 

LAST SERl\ION. 
·: 
> 
r. 
~-

\. •, ~· 
·,.; • I , ... 

NAHUM, I. 7 : 
~: 

I 
r I 

The Lord is got,,~, -, a strong hold in the day ef trouble; and he 
~noweth them that trust in him. 
} 11. 
~ ' 

• 
THE name o~ the penman of this prophecy signifies 
consolation : ar~d though many parts of it chiefly relate 
to the overthrof of the Assyrian empire and the destruc­
tion of Nineve~, its capital ; yet these ev-ents, however 

· calamitous in t~mselves, were encouraging to tlie Jews ; 
because assuraqfes were at the same time given them of 
their ~eliveran~ from the yoke of the Assyrians, their 

. powerful and iJ{veterate enemies. 
It is very pfpbable 'that Nahum .was contemporary 

with King He¥kiah ; and that he delivered this pro· 
phecy after thd'. ten tribes were caJTied away captive by 
the King of A~yria. Josephus relates that he foretold · 
the d~str,Uction~of Nineveh more than 115 years before· 
it took ·· place. ~ In the beginning of the chapter, the · 
prophet sets fotih the majesty Of a jealous and sin-aveng"'. ·. 
ing God; dwel]s upon the displays of his power,· which· 
is irresiStible, i):i that he hath hiS• way in the whirlwind 

~ ' ' 

and in the sfurinsr;whe ·e, toan:·eye of~nse,~ all is 'con-
. , t ' ~ 

~ 

0· 
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fu ion---h describ s the· methods of ht · providence 
. ' 

which · to · ollr vi w are awfully grand and unaccount-
al>l . ; and th n, as in the words of the text, he exhibits 
the mild r aspect which h wear , and die gentle, conde .. 
sc nding attention which he shows -to hi people. ' The 
Lord is good,' ·&c. "The same almighty power which 
is exert d in the destruction of the wicked is employed 

· for the 'protection and defence of those who trust in 
him." · This is the doctrine contained in the text, which 
;naturally divides itself into three parts : I. The , Lord is 
good. II. A strong }\old in the day of trouble. III. He 
knoweth them that trust in him. 

I. ·The Lord is good-
Go0dness is inseparable from the conceptions we have 

of God. Sometimes it intends, or is intimately con­
nected ·with his glory. Thus when Moses desired to 
·~ the glory .of the Lord, the Almighty tells him, ' I 
will make . all my goodness · pass before thee.' dod is 
.sovereignly and infi~ite1y good. His goodness compre­
hends all his relative perfectic~ns---all ~he acts of his 
grace and mercy. Thes~ are the expr~ssions of his 
goodness,. and they are· distinguished by different names, 
according to the objects t~ward whom th~ goodness is 
_exerc~ed. When it, supplies the indigent, it is bounty 
.....,wben _it. ~elieves. 1 the miserable, it is· 1nePcy-when it 

1 ·towsJ blessings on the unworthy, it is grace ; and as 
~ · the term in this, ace pt tion is 04\en applied to spiritual 
. · bles ings; it is th~ · ac

1 

whicbireigns throug~ righte· 
· : tQusness unto. eterilal life. i Whe11 1lgoodness imparts bless .. , · 
·. · ~ ings · cordi~g to :what ~ is ··pro 1 

• ed, it may be den<>-
ated i- · tJi o f aitlif ulriess. i . . 
. I . - . . 1l . • 
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When his wisdom contrives that which is for our advan­
tage, it is hi.. goodness-when his power is employed in 
our protection, it is his goodness. In short, his good-

f' 

ness renders all his other attributes subservient to our . 
advantage. We admire and adore the Almighty for his 
other perfections; but his goodness allures and draws 
our hearts to him. For this we love him. As the 
Apostle says, ' God is love, and he that d welleth in 

· love, dwelleth in God, and God in him.' By this we 
·are encouraged to ma~e our addresses to ·him, and to ask 
help at his hand. His goodness emboldens us to come 
to him for all thilt we need: Heb:·iv. 16. 

That Divine Being who is the object of our adoration, · 
and whom we, as Christians, delight to Worship, is a 
good and gracious God-he is essentially good. In this 
.sense there is none good but one, that is God. · There 
is none good in comparison with him.· 

We might enlarge on his goodness as it is shown in 
providence, .. and then a large field would open to . our 
view. In this sen~e the Lord is good to all, and his ten­
der mercies are over all his works. Ten thousand times 
ten thousand instances of his goodness are daily seen in 
his dealings wiih hjs creatures. But let it be observed, 
that his goodness is most gloriously manifested. through 
Christ. · Good-wilt towards ·men was proclaimed at 
the Saviour's birth: Luke ii. 14. 0 what astonishing 
goodness it was in the Father · to give hi only-begotten 
Son to Sorrows, agonies, ~nd death for us. This was · 
no other thal) his goodness, under the 8.ppeUatibn of 
love : ' God so lo~ed the world,' _ '.c. Herein the love 

~- , or goo<Ines~ of . God was commended : Rom. v. 8. · It 
was 1 nfinite: and unbounded goodness imparted through 
Christ alone, as the Mediator between . an offended God 
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and off ending sinners. Does not this goodness shin1e 
m~st conspicuously in pardoning all our crimes ? ' J, 
even I, am he that blotteth out thy transgressions.' Is 
it not displayed in raising us from a death in sin, to a 

. life of ·righteousness ; in accepting us as righteous 
throug~ the obedience of Christ .; in answering ou·r poor, 
imperfect prayers ; in directing and guiding us with his 
counsel;. supplying our temporal and spiritual wants; 
and '• in lceeping us by his power, through faith unto 
eternal salvation? 

We 1night here remark, in the first place, that · this -
goodn~ss is greatly di11ersified; its blessings are of 
various kinds. - It is described as sparing, pitying, sup­
pOrting, relieving, restoring, and consoling goodn@ss. 
We . ~ay say of the blessings of God's goodness that 
they cannot he · reckon~d up in order. T·he language 
of the Psalmist, Ps. cxxxi.X. is. applicable ·to them; ' If 

· I would. decl3re a~d speak of them, they are more in 
1.1umber than the sand. · How p~ecious are thy thoughts 
of.love· unto me, 0 God! how gfeat 'is the sum of them 
~they . cannot ·be numbered.'. Eternity itself will be 
too short to utter all thy praise .. 

2. This~ (goodness is, in its natu1'e, satisfying t~ the 
soul. .. ·· 
~ . It is ·so abundant in measure, that It ·replenishes -and 
satisfies.him who- has an interest in it. · Divfoe goodness 
give the invitation to u~ : ·,_ Open thy mouth wide, and 
l Will nu it.~ . I .· ' Eat~ 0 friend ! drink abundq,ntly, o. be· 

1 . l<>Ved. !' · . I~ is ad . uate . to fill the most enlarg d desires 
of the Jlgin · oul ; be who is parched ·with thirst, and · 

i ting, with .· ung · t · · n enabl · .. · to ha. recourse to. 
I , : •t: ~~ - dt~w w t .out ofthe well of 

~ tho - bin t eam which 
2 

make g~ 

which ict 

the Divi 
his gorn 
this to l 
Divine\ ~ 

fidenc · j 
the folio 
with tli 
temple.' 

·a. It 
himself­
It is gr~ 

son, bey 
great · i 
them t1 
unable 1 

its grea1 
love rah 
which IJ 
best of 1 

4. I~ i 
declares 

5. It 
It reIJ1lo· 
our · nee 
path ~f 
is it,. ~h~ 
Ps~is· 

i 

see t1'at 
their I l'1 



' 
m~ 

I, 
Is 

1a 
~us 

or, 
~is 

s; 

tto 

• us . 
of 
p-
;s. 

at 
)'e 
' If . 
m 
ts 
lU 

>e 

SS 

d 

.o. 
Jf 
lt 

. l 

IN THE DAY OP TROUBLE. 898 

make glad the city of our God, and eats of that .bread 
which cometh dawn fron1 heaven; and thus it is that 
the Divine: Being even makes our cup to run over with 
his goodness. The Lord's people have often found 
this to be th~ case, in attending to t le ordinances of 
Divine1 appoiptment and have been filled with holy con­
fidenc in this goodness. Hence w~ find them using 
the following exulting language : ' We shall be satisfied 
with the · g9odness of thy ·house, even of thy holy 
temple.' : ' 1 

-3. It is g1~eat goodness ; and in this respect it is like · 
' himself-correspondent with the dignity of his character. 

It is great l,eyond 3.u expression, beyond all compari­
so~, beyond ~11 co1nprehension: Ps. xxxi. 19: ' 0 how 
great is, thy goodness which thou hast laid 'up for 
them that -fear thee,' &c. The apostle Paul seems 
unable to find out words sufficiently strong to set forth· 
its greatness:: ' God who is rich in mercy, for the great 
love W1herezoith he hath loved us,' &c. It is good'ness 
which1 passe~h knowledge. It besto,vs. the greatest and 
best of blessings on. the . greatest of sinn~rs_. _ 

4. I~ isfree, undeserved goodness; hellce the Almighty 
decla~s, ' I }will love them :FREEl, Y .' 

5. '.lt is goodness wh_ich e,vactly answers ou1· needs. 
It renl1oves all our· sins and all our miseries, supplies alf 
our· necessities, lightens our burdens, and makes the 
path .Pf dut)r our deligh~ ; so superem,inently excJUent 
is it, that it " is life, nay be~ter than life. Hence the 
Ps~ist uses this enraptured'. language : ' 0 taste and 
see t}\at the: Lord is, goo~ ; blessed are all they that. put· 
their ~rust in him.' God. grant that the experienc of 
those1 who now hear . my voice . may COITe pOild wit 
these/ anim~ted views of n· ·n goodn . ! 

( 
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6. t · confnued oodn : • lii. l. -h o n 
rf d n ur t contin ally: in h altht in ic n , in 
· , an in th •t If, it i still th am ; hi .mercy 

du· th or ,·er. 

" Good h n he giv · , supremely good, 
or l s when ·he .deni .. ; 

E' n cro from hi o 'reign hand 
Are ble ing in di guis . " 

This go~dnes heals ur backslidings, and saves us 
ith an . eveda ting salvation. It is laid up here for 

them that fear God, and shall be enjoyed through eter· 
(Dity· it$elf. 

" 0 Goodries infinite, oodness immense ! 
That all this good of evil hall produce, 
And evil turn to good ; more wonderful 

· T~n that hich by creation fir t brought forth 
Ligh.t out of darkne ." 

l 

. II. 'The Lord-·~~ ·s a strong hold.in the day of trouble.' 
It is. evident, from this clau. e of the text, that though 

God's people are partakers of his goodness as before de.• 
ibed, and intere t din his favour, yet they have often 

her ~ da11, . or,rather day . of trouble. FOr instance: 
. : Tb' . · . SC>.Uietimes a day of . public national trouble-, 
bich f they, in ·soin · respects, · share with their f ell()W 

. ereatu'. . • , Wh . n . be judgment of God are · broad in ' 
· e e '. b; laying all waste before them; when. wars, 

il :nee,. . famiD , eartbqua e. ' . am,t other desolating 
··~~ ....... :ti · ail · then in de cl is a day of t oril>le. 

t i : ~circu ·- tance. · :' the Lord i a · trong hold.' 
':y . •,Coan , · . y people, ·. nte into · thy bambe . 
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and hut. thy door bout th , h. d thy lf . r a littl 
momen~, till the indi n tion be overpa t : ' Is. vi. 20. 
In that day of trouble, wh n odo an · omo ral 

ere d troyed by fire and bri tone, an l 
mi ion d to I ad Lot to pl c of a£ ty. o r -
membered Abraham, and ent ot out of th mid t of 
the overthrow, when he overthrew th iti . in which 

Lot dwelt. 
2. Tthere is a day off amily trouble, when those near 

and de$r to. us afflict us by their ung<?,dly ways, as was 
the c~se with Jacob, Eli, and David; or when they are 
visited · with heavy afflictions, their year cut off in 
the midst ; }v hen we see them in the agonies of death, 
and ai:~ rest<lY to exclaim, ' 0 Absalom, my son, my 
son,, Would , God I had died for thee, 0 Absalom, my 
son:~ 1ny son! '-Or when the desire of <;>ur eyes is taken 
awsiy with a stroke-this is a day of trouble indeed ; 
but ' the Loni is a strong hold ' in such a time of domestic 
trouble. '!~his the · Psalmist David found by happy 
experience, 2 Samuel, xxiii. 5 : ' Although my house 
be not so -with God, ·yet hath he made with me an 
everlasting ~covenant, which is ordered in all things and 
sure ; · it contains all my salvation, and all my desire.' 

3. There is likewise a day of soul trouble-when we 
are u der Qonviction of our sins-oppressed with the 
Weight of ~hem, as a burden too heavy for us to bear­
when , our l}earts are sore pained within u~w hen we 
are feeble And sore broken. I there any relief in uch 
a ca · e ? · (). y:es. ' The Lord · s a strong hold! The 
conscious $inner ~ directed to fly £ r refuge to th · 
hope set bef o e him. In J st Ch · t th i · prot -
t' o , elief,tand deliverance. ' ho ver . · ev th 'n ' 

re We the remi ·on of · n .' Are any of y 
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my fellow sinners, experin1entally acquainted with this 
day of trouble ? l,,et me direct you to a sure, a sub­
stantial place of refuge. 'Turn to the strong hold, ye 
prisoners of hope.' Hear the invitation of hi1n who in 
prophetic language is styled ' a refuge f rmn the ~torm, 

a covert from the tempest, when the blast of the terrible 
ones is like a storm against the wall : ' ' Look unto me, 
and be ye saved, all ye ends of the earth; I, cvrn I, am 
he that blotteth out thy transgressions.' ' Be of good 
cheer, thy sins are forgiven thee.' () that you may 
ha\te faith to believe the Di~vine f.Vord. 'fhrough every 
age it stands recorded in this Word, for the encourage· 
ment of those who are exercised with soul trouble: 
' Believe in the l,or<l Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be 
saved. By hitn all that believe are justified from all 
thirtgs, from which they could not be justified by the 
law of Moses.' • 

4. A time of severe ternptation is a day of trouble. 
This the Apostle feelingly describes when he cmnplains 
of a thorn in the flesh, the rnessenger of Satan to buff et 
him. There are seasons when the enen1y cornes in as a 
flood; but in these overwhelming circumstances, ~the 
LOrd is still ~ strong hold' to his people: ' 'I'he spirit of 
the·Lord h1~ll lift up a standard against hin1.' 'fhat 
Jelus•: in·-whom is all our salvation9 was tempted in all 
peints·'.like ,as ·we are, yet without sin; for this very end, 
that :be:'·,might :,·knoW how to succour them that are 
~ .• • . •. ''·.~{:· '.J'.'· 

~~~}II.'. ·Tl:Je' time ~ &f ·in'llJard -darkness and desertion is a 
· -- fr f ·f;. , Out.~~ ~·en- l we -walk in darkness, and . 

. · .,:· .P.· · ".· }f,ftcflight-:.when our souls are full of 
• · · 'i\VB" anl· M!lldy ·to · say, ' While l suffer 
IGl'!llfil~·~aJ. · n·l· • ti ~· Stteh ;a 'day .:of trouble llu· 
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often been kno" .. n ; but in this tin1e of nP,rtl, 'the I ,ord 
is a ~trong- hold.' ])estitutc of relief and comfort else­
where, the soul, in th<' exercise of trembling hope, ex­
claims., ' I will wait upon the Lord, that hideth his face 
fr01n the house of Jacoh; and I will look for him. 
When I walk in the darkness, the Lord shall be a light 
unto me.' 

() what encouragement have we both frmn the pro­

mise of (;od and the experience of the pion~, in every 

age, to fly to hi1n as our strong hold . T'h<'y looked 
unto him and were lightened, and their faces were not 
ashamed. T'his poor man cried, and the 1-'ord heard 
him, and delivered hi1n frorn all his ft~ars. ' \Vhy then art 
thou ca~t <lown, () 1ny soul! and why art thou dis­
quieted within me? hope thou in (~od, for I shall yet 
praise hi1n who is the health of rny countenance and 
lny G-od.' 'fhe prophet Jonah was once in a very low 
state of mind, uut he fkd to this strong hold: ' I said I 
am cast out of thy sight, nevertheless I will look again 

towards thy holy temple.' 
6. 1"he season of inward conflicts with the power of 

sin, is a day~. of trouble. ()f this the Psalmist David 
often complains : ' Iniquities prevail against me; my 
loins are filled with a loathsome disease.' The apostle 
Paul was so oppressed with a sense of it, that he burst1 

forth as in an agony: '0 wretched man that I am, 
who shall deliver me frotn the body of this death?' 
But he found the Lord to be a strong hold in this day 
of trouble, for he immediately subjoins: 'I thank God 
through Jesul Christ our Lord.' He will subdue our 
iniquities .; h~ will bruise Satan under our feet: ' ·Lift 
up your head:s ; the time of deliverance, the time of re-
4eloption dra .weth nigh., ~ 
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7. Th period of JJersccution i a day of troubl • 
uch day th r have b n in pa t ages, both und r th 

form r and pr nt di n tion, a i vid nt from 
Heb.· i : ' They wandered abo~t ·in sh p kin , being 
destitute, afllict d, tormented.' Our ble sed Saviour 
endured the contradiction of sinners against himself; 
he was treated. with insult, exposed to cruel mocking , 
scourges, and at length nailed t_o the accursed tree; and 
• the servant is not greater than his master, nor he that 
is sent greater than he that sent him.' lle plainly told 
his disciples, that they must be exposed to per ecution 
for hi sake. 'Th time Will come when he that killeth 
you. will th~nk that_ he doth -God service.' This was 
soon aft~r verified in their xperience: and in how many 
instances have the faithful witne ses to the truth been 
exPo ed, not only to bo:fld and impri onm nt, but have 
b n brought to the gibb t ·or the stake, and sealed 
their testimony with _their blood. But 'the Lord is a 
.trong . hold in the . day of trouble :' ' Bl ss d are ye,' 
ays the compa ~onate Saviour, 'when men shall revile 

you,' &c. ' ' uoice y 'and b exceeding glad in that day.' 
Saint mid -t the heaviest · -suffi rings have experienced 
e traordin ry upport ; n · ver known so ·much inward 
comfo .-t, ~ much. p ace . nd joy,. as when p r ecuted by 

. n;r n v ~- o . happy .a wh .,n in pri on, in chains, o 
.,. .. ,.. ..... ~ht to a · ta · .: 'W . glory in tribulation al o, . 

hen t !bulat'on: abound , CE>n olation tnuch mo 
.. .,'"'''U ..... , ... ·· g. ; , ~ ~._:bu .... •t w , s .with p ·· •tive Chri tian . 

d . f . that tb y · · cou. t ·· d .. wort, y ~to .ufer 
. ~ p ·o for tth <>f hri t. 

·DQ-gjl\'H11u',. of ·-ioltne_: •i '. approaching dea·t. , ay 
~~~ . .,.,,..~ ..... , .. .,,.. ~~ ·· , . ry ~, ~oub ~ . ; · , 1 j ~. 

y which·w mu t ; · ndit: el 

I 
I 
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pproa hes to v ry one of u . 
to have no helt , r ' then ! I 

But () how dr Jadful 
that ha liv d without 

God, without Cbri t, without hope in th world, will be 
in a situation 1~ore deplorable than langu ge c n x­
pr · s, in that daj of . trouble and consternation. What 
will you, 0 thdughtless inner, do in the day of visita­
tion? where WiU you flee? where will you leave your 
glory ? But the Lord to his people is a sti-ong· hold, 
even in this extremity of nature. An Old Testament 
saint could say~· 'My heart and my strength faileth, 
but God is the : strength of my heart, and my portion 
for ever.' Need w·c then to ,v-o·nder at the holy com­
posure -and contidence with which a Christian is . en-

. abled to contemplate the same scenes, in the believing 
views of that ~resus who is the resurrection and th 
life, and who, having abolished death, h~th brought liG 
and imn1ortality by the Gospel : 

" Hide me, 0 my Saviour, hide, 
:Till the storm of life be past; 

Safe into the haven guide-
: 0 receive my soul at la t." 

The triumphant language of an Apostle expressive 
of his own sentim~nts, and those of,his ~Jlow-Chri tians, 
is the best comment and illu~tration of this part of our 
text : ' The :Lord i a strong hold in the day of 
trouble.' He say , with holy confid n e, ' W · now 
that if our .arthly house of thi tabernacle w ·r . di· 
solved, w hate a building of God-an hou not mad 

· with hand ~' • 0 d · ath~ where i thy ting? 0 · rav , 
, wh re i . thy 'Victory ? '-' Than be to od ho 'V tli 

u the. victory, through our Lord J Chri t.' · 
in y, The day <f ·judgment · ~_m -a y o 
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b giv n them, their water h~ll b ur ; ' h re th y ar 
furni h d with :armour of pr of, the whol armour f 
God : the h Im .. t of ho1 , the brea tplat of ri ht ou -
n s, th irdl '. of truth, th word of th pirit, which 
is th word of1 od, and, bov 11, th hi Id of faith, 
whereby th y ~lay quench the fiery dart of t n my. 

re they hav gr at advantage again t the en my. 
The aint are safL so long as this refu stand . He 
that would ovei·come THEM must fir t hr ak down the 
strong hold. While that stands they are , afe, being kept 
by the power of God, throu~)1 faith, unto salvation. 

III. The Lo1~d knoweth them that trust in him. 
The former idea of God's being our strong tower 

implies a betaking ourselves to him : and an important 
observation he1'e presents itself, namely, that a strong 
tower is nothing to us, unless ;we fly to it for safety. It 
affords protect~on to none btit those who are in it.­
This is highly :·necessary to be attended to. Hence the 
Apostle speaI~~ of 'flying for refuge to lay hold on the 
hope set befor¢ us.'-So of old the n1anslayer wa not 
safe from thef aven~ge r of blood till he got within the 
city of refuge.~He who is safe through our Lord Je us 
Christ must l>e personally interested in him. This 
clause of ·the text therefore i very important. ' He 
knoweth the1n that trust in him.' Two things are here 
ob ervable. · 

, I. Their trust in the Lord, a term very often used 
in the I Holy ~Scriptures. Thi. , tru t i o intimately 
connected1Jwith fa.ith in the Divine Word, that it eem 

.. t '¥· 

inseparable ~'01n it. Hence the po tl . ~p ul · y , 
' , In whom ye· .l also .trusted afte ... hat y be· ved! 
Truat ·in the ~Lord d ote . l a · OVI ry of th .i. 

f .~ d . ,i. t . ) 1uiiciency o ~ , ~ 111: ot j~r . · · fi . :nee ·; ~ tJ1ey. o · · ... 
ID 
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him no Ion r go about to establish th iI own ri hteo 1 

· s . It ha cost them much to be brought off rom 
v ry · l gal ground of hope ; · but they· now '.will- ~· 

in ly suffer the . lo of all thing , and do count them 
t dung that they ·may win Chri t, and , be found in 

1i·r l.' . This trust in C~rist ari es from a spiritual and 
Scriptural knowledge of him. 

~. H knows them that trust in him. He knows· them 
o s to distingui h the1n from all others, and so as to 

approttJe of t~em. ' The Lord knows them that are hi .' 
' Who then 1 shall lay any thtng to the charge of God' 
elect? It is God that ju tifieth; who i he th t con­
d neth? it i Chri t that died, y a, rath r that i ., risen 
again.' He take care of them in all tim of danger, 
.t oubl ,-· and di tre ; he knows them in adver ity, as 

11 as in prosperity, in the hour of death, and at the 
day .of judgment. ' They shall be mine, saith the 

. LOrd, hen I make ·up my jewels; and I will spare then;t 
a ma spar th his own son that serveth him.' Thus 

we see the truth of -hat i he1e asserted confirmed by 
ry . part of Scripiure. ' Th·e Lord Jtnoweth them 

t a't t'l'uat in him.' · L t ~ clo. e with a ~ord or two by 

i · thei case who have not the 
~."... · '! ·Th y are xposed to the greate t 

·danger, from sin, from the curse of God, and hi law, 
.. _._ ... · .... t · _ ing expo· · to his .eternal di pleasure, 

~ . · 'fl to: 0 inners ! that y~u did 
n: ·· e . : .'llioW shall you ·e cape·if you 
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W ar encourai d to trust in th Lord at all tim ; 
and happy, thr~e ·happy, they who ar nabl d t 
devot . their · y<.y.tth, and the vigour of their day , 
to the crvic ~~of God ; he will not for ake th n1 
when old and ~grey head d ; in public troubl , do­
m stic cnlamitie~, soul troubles, and all the di qui t· 
udes they may f~el fro~ outward temptation, and the 
power of indw~:lling sin ; in the day of personal 
affliction, nnd h_r".the hour of death, he will not leave 

' I 

them destitute,> ~ .. : J1 will be a wall of fire about them, 
and the gl~ry i;. ~idst of them.' 

3dly. HoW sUI then are they who are in that strong ., ~ ~ 

hold ref erred· to fin the text : ' The Lord is good, he is a 
stro1~g hol~ in taJe day of trouble, he knoweth them 
that trust in hh~.' ' Who shall separate them from the 

· . ·love of Chris.t44all tribulation or distress, or persecu­
tion, or famine,~ or peril, or sword? ·nay, in all these 
things we are m~re than conquerors through him that 

\ , 
lov~d us.' * 

Wherefore, ~ beloved brethren, ' be ye stedfast, 
immovable, always aboundi~g in the work of the Lord, 
for as much as y~ know that your labour is not in vain 
j n the I ,orcl. ' ~· 

( 

I . 
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Wben a t,fw year1 are comet 1 shall go the way w brot~ 

J sbaW Uol return.-J oe. 



THE 

r . 
IMPORTANT JOURNEY 

FROM 

THIS. \VORLD TO THE NEX'F. 

JOSHUA XXIII. 14: 

And, beholdi this _day I am going tile way of all f ~te eartlt. 
~-

JOSHUA "as now an old man ; and as he felt in him­
self the decors of nature, he reminded the people of 
his charge concerning it, and took his leave of them in 
a farewell ad~ress,. assuring them that he could not be 
much longer With them as their tea~er and govemor. 
The Apostle ~Peter speaks much in the same manner, 
2 Pet. i. 18, 14: 'I think it meet as long as I atn in 
this tabernach~, to stir you up by putting you in retnem .. 
brance ; knowing that shortly I must put off this my 
tabernacle, even as our Lord ·Jesus Christ hath showed 
me.' As if he had said, I must soon be dismissed from 
my present stiite of service, and therefore I would 'stir 
up your mind~ by way of remembrance, that you may ·· 
-be quickened Hri preparation to quit this world, and to 
enter into the~ joy of your Lord. · We have another ~n.~ 
stance somewhat . similar in the Apostle Paul, 2 Tim. 
iv. 6: ' I amtnow ready to be offered, and the tim · of 

\ i- ' !{" 
... 

i 
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my departure is at hand.' Death is dreaded by many 
as a n1ost t rrible event; but th holy m n w re 
enabl d to contemplate it with tranquillity and compo .. 
sure. They _all con ider ~I it in the ame point of light, 
as the fini hing of their cour . of activity h -re, and as 
taking a journ y into the other world,-the heavenly 
country. And, my honoured friend , since you will 
not .excuse me fro1n addre sing you. at thi. time, I now 
stand ·UP befor . you, though it i not with the full ap­
probation of my O\Vn mind ; b cau e I am conscious 
of my ma~y infirmities, ·and find n1y spirits' very much 
broken, by the los of one who has long' Leen dear to 
me. · I have cho n a \u~j -ct som what congenial to 
my own circum~ tance and-feeling~, and through Divine 
a istance, would sugge t a ~ w hint unto you as a 
~ying man. 'I am thi day going the way of all the 
ea~h .. ' . This plain. ob · rv tion ari from th word , 
~hat _t~dic is togoajou1·ney to the othet~ wo1'ld. We 

, shall .nd i;tvour to consider. th . ubject in thi light. 
l,. _Wh n .. a good man contemplates d th a · ajourney, 

, several pl asing idea pre . nt them, Ive to hi . ,mind. 
· · · ~e often think of a journey w~th plea ur . ,: and anti-
cip~~e, ~he enjoym nt _long b~for hand. o a ·man of 
e~~vat d ·piety, and' a heav nly t · mper, . at some se11 ons 

.·. ; ~pi~ . in. hop ·of the glory of God, ·,or in e pectati9n 
. o. . ~ · ,gr bro~ ht into h · · px enee. · 

rh-J~ th .. ~e i .. pothing . more pie in in the pro· 
. J , ~ j rn. y. tb~n th ho. ~ of \ ~ving an intervi w 

., th · v. · bi : ti· nds:· to whoill our he ai1e , ' ~ . . . . 
... _ .... .,,._,... ~~d ,Jr~~ ·, ho w · h v ~ n long a1'ated . . 
~......-.· • ap,p ·~~le ~· the joum.,,.· f wb·ch wear ow 

.~---~~. to . . .• ' · any; a .. now . t«>. ~be l ti 
s 
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FROM ~ THIS 'VORLD TO THE NE .?"'l\ 0 

· count~j", whos , d pnrt~1r from life we have d ply an 
sine rely lame~nted. But the hop of m ting th m 
again to part n·o more, affords peculiar pl a ur . On 
earth we lived ~ith them in harmony and lov ; but thi 
was but a sh,doW Of what we .shall then njoy, in th

1 

regions of im~ortality and unfading felicity. \Ve w re 
enabled to livtt together as heirs of the grace of life; but 
then we shall ;be advanced to th sum111it of cele tial 
glory. We prayed, we wept, we rejoiced with one 
another upon ~~arth. \Ve took weet coun .I tog th r, 
and walked t<l the house of God as friends. 'Ve lov d 
one another . ~nc r ly ; but th n our affi ction will be 
refined and exalted to th highest deg,re ~ Our ! utual . 
prayers will ~ answer d, and our £ licity will be com­
plete, in the ererlasting njoyment of God, an of on 
another. Tile parting trok wa painful, but w, 
shall then be i1appily united a ain, wh r th will b 
no more death, and wh re th fe r of s pa1·ation can 
have no plac ~ 

There we ahall se a great multitude which no inan 
· can number, pf all nation , and kindr d ·' an p opl , 

and tongues. ·~ Men of all rank and de r ; f1~om the 
east and the \\rest, the north and the outh ; -fro1 the . r-

populous city~ and from t.he olit l'Y d rt. The bea. 
venly countr~ already abound with inhabitant , ~ d . . .. . . , \ 

inn•merable ~ultitud more are still ha t nin to it. 
Nor will thi ~ bles ed · s mbly ev r hr a~ up, but c~>n· 
ti~ue throug~ v i'la ting ag . Th childr n of God 
who have lived. in diffe1 nt periods! of tin , are th re 

s&embled to.th r, and without doubt, have that. kriow .. 
ledge of one ~notherwhich wiU be productive of mutu l 
, ati faction· ~lid \ :tt . ,i t. · How mu t th , .Ch i tia r -
jOice in the p~ p · ct of in · troduc d. into the i y 

"' . 
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v r inc . 
.... ,,.,,.. ...... n ! mili r cm v 

t p r · nt of ma k·nd; With n ch wh 
· I d ith od, an tran I t d t at h hould not 

. th ; with No h, th found r I of a n w world, 
. who 'wa an upri ht m ·n, d peii ct i hi eneration i 

•th b aham th th. r of: th fait ful; with .J cob, 
ho .1 a pri c ·had . w r with d, and p1 vail d; 

with Jo ph, mor lori th when h hone in all 
th ~pl ndour of th ypf an ou1'.t. 1-1 will th r 

' · Mo ,. th J ~i 1law-giv r, .th m ke t of n1cn, 
· ho while on earth, c nver d wi.th od face to face; 

a · d . r n, the int ,.of the Lord. · e \ will b in-
1 

t · c into th company of Job, ienown d for hi 
· f nee. in t i 1 tio ; of ElUah, who was z alou for 

Lo d of ho ts' · nd wa caught up to heaven in a 
ry ·cha i t ; o~ t.he · phic prophet Isaiah, who saw 

t d ·· m r' lory, and sp k of him it~ o much 
cl arn nd n rgy, many hundred y ar before he 
..... ....," ... ""', · i · app n on earth. · He will be the com-

. d, · h . n1an ft · ' own. 'b art, th 
~ I . t \O · l I, · ho com .. . tio hav ,oft n 

i oul to h v _ ~ !t . e · ill · · ·. ·th oci ty 
tf ~ . w l e Apostl . '. · f · ,he ·_ t ·an hear from 
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holln ·n d fron ·all the 
pu 'ty and <lL ~d rly pns~ i n • - c wi 
no 111or d ig r of giviu r .. ld tal-ing offo 1 • ill 
see aul and rnab p r~ ctly ati fi~d with 
oth r. Di.. ord will hav no pla th r , n r any 

ntrrient v r rt . N j n~in string will v 
terrupt ti . m lody of th c 1 ti, 1 r . i n 1nlvin 
and Lu.ther, lVf l ncthon and Zuin ~uu \Vhit · Jd n 
We I y, onformi t and Non- onfor1ni t, ·n h 
entirely ace rd. ~ 'fh y will th n y t y ; th y 
will, in th full. t ens . of th _ w · rd , ' all sp al . ti · 
same thin · s, and he p · r~ ctly join d tog th ,r, of th 
same mindt and of th ame judgment.' 

The beli v r ·· will th re ee that mint ter whos la~ 

hours, through ·~grac , have b en s vin ·Iy n fi i I o 
his soul; and he will have th happin s of ing a i 
of thanking t~~o e., 11 nt m n whos writing ha~ 
contributed so J;nuch t his instruction ·and dification in 
thi world.• , 

But after aP that can b said · about the pl . a ur 
which the ChJ!isti n xpe t from o i ty, t th end«1f 
hi journ ·y itH n c ~ ry to ob rv, that it· th·. · • 
ence of the Lord of I ry that inak -thi · o . 1 ty, ¥ , 

d lightful. We tal o b 'n introduc d into th 
pany of patri~rch and proph t , of a o ti , m rt t 
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and confessors, with all the glorious angels of light ; but 
to be with Jesus is more than all the rest. Many 
have languished to behold him, and been willing to die 
for the sight; languished to see the King in his beauty, 
and to be in his presencct where there is fulness of joy, 
and at his right hand where there are pleasures · fm~ 
evermore.. The. Apostle Paul long~ed to go the journey 
we speak of, for this very end. ' llaving a d.esire to 
depart, and to be with Christ, which is far better' thau 
any thing else that can be 1nentioned : Phil. i. 23. 1'he 
words in the 01iginal are so very e1nphatical, that it is 
difficult to translate them literally. 'fhe .Apostle seems 
to labour for expression here, as tnuch as in any part of 
his writings. ' It is better beyond all compaiison.' The 
sight of him is indeed well worth dying'" for. David's 
language resembles that of Paul: ' l\Iy soul thirsteth 
for God, for the living God: when shall I come and ap­
pear .before God?' Psal. xiii. 2. . But farther, 
. ~., When we have a journey in view, we· please ourselves 
;wit . > .. be. hope of seeing the beautiful face· of nature. At 
.aome.seasona of the year, especi~lly in the spring, every 
part of creation is decorated with att1~acti ve charms. 
~ruitfulmeadows, covered with flocks and herds, flow .. 

~ ,~s, ·majes.tic woods and~ forests, spacious valleys, 
~~ · bills~and , µlQ.rtli~DSt .rocks and precipices, purling 
.streams, flowing bfooks and .. spacioµs rivers, charm the 
ey~ ·~d~.inspire{the ,h.eflrt With vernal delight and joy. 

. It '.~ht: ~ID a.i,', .. l ·. ;bQuntiful Creator had adorned 
· ' .. _, :· .. ·~ . 0£ th~ .ea~ wit4 this, profusion of beauties, 
qQ · .. .ose-tto ,.give.· us,1pleasure in . ~hel\olding ~e1n; and 
to· e ~ , ·}. -~ i~'.'J. .· .the . .sentiments and sensations of 'vondert 

· . : _ ~· . ·a / : ~. d)Ov~y !he . pro~pe~ . 9! . a. jo!Jrney is 
·~~"- .... · ·.-1·~r · .• ~·." .: ,: ": 1 . :.~ • • ) 'V;e. : ~<>~ .,t5'., ~~we ,our s~nse . 
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gratified with the sight of the e objects. There are 
other scenes with the view of which we hope to be in­
dulged in a journey. Peaceful cottages, splendid villas, 
flourishing towns, and wealthy cities, afford a rich 

1 variety of ente"rtainment to him that travels. But 
none of these things will bear any comp~risbn with the 
beauties and -glories of that celestial country to which 
the Christian i5 journeying. It was typically repre­
sented by the 1and flowing with milk and honey, of 
which l\f oses ha·d a pleasing view before his death. 

" Swe<~t fields beyond the swelling flood 
Stand dress'd in living green; 

So to the Jews old Canaan stood 
w.hile Jordan roll'd between." 

Who can atte~pt to describe that garden of delights, 
the Paradise of God, in which our first parents w.ere 
placed before the fall? All the beauties and blessmgs 
of creation were united there. It was a type of hea-ven. 
that bless~d - plac~e to which the Christian is journeying. 
This is often caUed Paradise ; but no doubt it excels 
the earthly on~ as far as heaven is higher than the 
earth. Do we talk of being pleased with. the sigkt of 
villas, tmvns, and cities.-What are these in comparison 
with those hea~nly mansions of which God himself is 
the architect? ~What is the finest and fairest city in 
the world, when. co1npared with the heavenly .Jerusalem? 
Its gates are 1iekls, · its foundations precious stones, and 
its-· streets are paved with gold ; · the gl~:ry of God en­
lightens it,t · ancl the Lamb is the light thereof. ~ Glo­
rious thing! ·8t'e1 rspOken of thee~ O-~ ity of God ! " · · · i 
· _ Thu· •lien ~a good man eOntemplates death as a 

• 

• ... 
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jouruey, 1nany pleasing ideas present themselves to hL 
1nind. 

2. This is a journey which may be near at hand. 
' I am this da,1/ going the way of all the earth.' For 
any thing we know, the journey 1nay be just before us ; 
there may be but a step between us and death. \V c 
have perpetual adn1onitions respecting the shortness 
and uncertainty of lite. 'l'he \Vord and the ministers 
of (.;.od unitedly call our attention to those subjects, and 
we o.ught earnestly to pray that the Lord would teach 
us to nun1ber our days, that w·e 1nay apply our hearts 
unto wisdorn. ' Make 1ne to kno\v n1inc end, and the 
measure of n1y days what it is, that I n1ay know how 
frail I am.' Our day are but a span, a hand-breadth, 
an inch or two of time. Life is but a vapour that ap­
pears for a little season, and vanisheth away. It is but 

like a flower ·of the fieW, which quickly fades, withers, 
and dies away.; Our breath is in ow- nostrils, ever ready 
to depart., and any motion of our lungs may be the last. 
What numbers do we hear of who are ·cut off by sudden 
death ! Many are called to set out on this journey at a 
moment's .warning. The messenger comes, and they 
must. go, ·hether they be .pr-ep~ed or not. Ready 01· 

'un · , , ·the summons must be1 obeyed. Whether they 
be busy or indolent,, act·~e or. negligent, they must im­
mediately set .out : ~thn ·mportantjourney. The call 
i -t otlen given t n . ··unexpected moment. \Vhile the 
rnan .. is vainly drea . ~ · g· of years pf felicity on earth, 
God. 'Says mrtri him; .11 ThotJ inf1,1.tuated mor~l, this 
night .. . all thy,. " oul ? b¢ required of ;~ee.' . . Thus 
UU'lllnrt•· · :of :. . ·• tion ~· . erifiett':: '· In.:·· ... hour when y~ 
·thin . . > fl·ma cQWtnh.'· J,,:.-'.01 .. _ • ;:iug: kno~ 
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n1ust go this journey sooner or later ; but the general 

part of 1nanki11d c-Jn
1
si<lcr it as at a considerable di-stance. 

'fhis is a fatal srn '.irce of security, forgetfulness of (;od, 
and neglect of t}1e great salvation. \Vhen the I loly 
Spirit awakens Y\;ll to a sense of your sinful and miser­

able condition. he_ will set death, jU<lg"ment, an<l eternity, 

before your eye~. ·: . I le will re1nind you, that you ~ huuld 
not boast of to-1$rrow, for you know not what a <lay 
may bring forth~ . 1-Icncc he is ~aid to convince of 
sin, of rightemtsne:;~ , and of' judgment. () that 

every one in tllis assembly n1ay leave the house 

of (~o<l under a ~· deep conviction, that the journey 

he has to go rnhy be very near. T'hen he will begin 
to be seriously attentive to e,~erlasting things, and 
will no longer si~ idle in the n1arket-place, 110 longer 
trifle~ with Goel, ~ and \vith the eternal intere~ts of 

his own soul. • 
· 3. This is a journey which we cannot avoid. It i 

the ' ~·ay of all tbc earth.' Those who forget God, and 

live \vickedly, must go this journey. If they arc un­
willing to set out in it, they 1nust be driven away. 
' The wicked is driven away in his wickedness.' Some 
journeys may be ~put off to a future time. They may 
be deferred for a day, a week, or even a year. But this 
is not the case vrith the journey to the other world. 
Thousands could~wish to defer it, at least for a little 

while, if it were in their power. , Could they bribe the 
messenger who h sent to call them away, by the largest 
gifts thejr have it:in their power to bestow, it would be 
done: :They are' eagerly attached to present objects, 

and unwilling to1eave them. They have their portion 

in this life- ~i they ,' have looked for nothing better than 
that which thit- 'rorld can give. It is no wonder, there· 
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fore, that they are unwilling to relinquish all that . which 
they have loved, desired, an~ sought above every 

thing else. ' \Vhere your treasure is, there will your 

heart he also.' I Jenee they are so earnestly and eag-erly 
desirous of living a little longer. But their wishes are 
vain and unprofitable. They arc conscious that they 

are unready for the journey, and they dread the con­
sequences. Hence death is to them the king of terrors, 
more to be feared than any thing- else. But he is a 
messenger that will not be denied, an enemy that can~ 

not be resisted. All the earth must yield to hin1. 'rhc 
high and the low, the rkh and the poor, the prince on 
the throne, and the beggar on the dunghill; all must go 
the journey of death; whether willing or unwilling; 
whether full of hope or sunk in despair; whether ele­
vated with the joy of faith, or distracted with the ter­
rors of approaching destruction. In some journeys a 
man may engage a servant or . a .f1'iend to go in his 
1·oom ~ but this is a case inadmissible · here ; for no one 

can engage another to go the journey for him. It is so 

absolutely impossible, that no .one ever thinks of pro­
posing it to his servant, his f~end, or relation. Nor can 

any . one in this respect ' redeem his brother, nor give 
unto GQd a ransom for him, that he should still live for 
ever, and not see corruption:' Psalm xlix. 7, 9.. The 
veracity <f the Divine Word is demonstrated in millions 
of instances : 'Dust thou art, and to dust thou shalt 

ret"1~·' You cannot say that proper warning has not 
been given · y~~ : ·since every instance of mortality with 
wbic9 you·are ~quainted has this voice in it: 'Prepare 
t0,i m~ ·th ~God.~ · This warning is felt ill . the ties of 
ftiends · · ·w~e '. broken ; it may be seen in the widow's 

· tear .f and~· · r ~ ~ in :the cries of orphans. Graves . are 
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opened around u s to devour tlwir prtT, and multitudes 
are lodg-ed in the1n, of every a~ti.. rank, unJ degree. 

' l\'Ian gocth to his lung- home, an<l the lllourners go 
about the strct\ts.' "You cannot avoid the joun1ey. 

4. It is of grcn_t importance to be prepared for thi ~ 

JOUrney. 

\VhPn a journey of con.~equencc is before us, a great 
deal of thought and care are employed, mid 1nuch time 
sp{~nt in n1aking preparation for it. But though to be 
properly mcetenee.~ and prepared for the journey of death 
is the greatest of all concerns, few, alas! are attentive 

to it as they ought to he. 'fhc llcdeemer of our souls 

most solemnly addressrs us all upon this subject, 
Luke xii. 40 : ' Be ye thcr<'fore ready also, for in an 
hour whrn ye thi~k not, the Son of _l\;Jan cometh.' The 
Colossians were made meet to be partakers of the in­

heritance of the saints in light. And the Apostle gave 
thanks to God for this blessing, on their account, 

Col. i. 12. They were ready for the journey, when­
ever the signal was· given. The Corinthians were in 
the like happy state, and he that ' had wrought them 

to the self-same thing wa~ God :' 2 Cor. v. 5. A very 
weighty question hence arises : "\Vhat is the true, the 

best preparation for the journey of death ? I answer 
in a few words; a living faith in the Lord Jesus Christ. 
The voice of the gospel every where is, ' Whosoever 
belieYeth in him shall not perish, but shall have ever­
lasting life.' The complete atonement of Christ, re­
ceived and trusted in, is that which disarms death of 
his sting, which ~iJences the thunders of the law, and 
brings us to the enjoyment of peace and reconciliation 
with God. Hence the apostle Paul tells us what was 
the prevailing desire of his heart, Phil. ii. 8 : ' That J 
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may ·win Christ, rind . be found in him; not having my 
own righteousness which is of the law, but that which 

is by the faith of Jesus Christ ; the righteousness of 
God by faith.' I ~ould meet death at my Saviour's 
side, who has aboli .,hed it, and brought life and i1nmor­
tality to light. Or, like Si1neon, I ·would meet death 
with the Saviour in n1y arms, the arms of faith. Then 
I would say, ' Lord, now lettest thou thy servant depart 
in 1 peace, for n1ine ·eyes have seen thy salvation.' I 
dare thus venture .on the awful journey. The valley of 

the shadow of death is dark and gloomy; there are a 
thousand terrors there; but I \\rould say, ' Lord, I fear 
no evil here, for thou art with me : ' Psalm xxiii. 4. 
Hence said the apostle Paul, ' I know w horn I have 
belie~ed, and am persuaded that he is able to keep that 
which I have con1mitted to him until that day : ' 2 'rim. i. 
12. Being interested in Jesus Christ by faith, death is 
ours, it is a part of our patrimony ; . so that to die is 
gain. Whatever makes this journey an object of terror 
and dread, a lively faith in Jesus Christ remove~ it, and 
takes it away. 

" Death's terror is the mountain faith removes; 
'Tis faith disarms destruction ; 

·. · Believe, and look with triumph on the tomb." 
' . 

· . Sin is . the sting of death ; it is that which gives it 
all its .destroying power; it. is· that which makes us 
afraid to go. ~his journey .; it raises a thousand terrors 
in. the mind: But he that ~lieves in Je·sus, beholds 

. him as · the Lamb of God which taketh away the sin of 
· #the woJ-1:'1, .or ·puts it. away · byr· the sacrifice of . himself. 

liente . the , believer triumphantly cries, ' 0 death, 
~h~::~ thy sting?' . It is drawn, it. is gone, and thou 
;art. · J>ecome ·. harmless. · ' Thanks be to God, which 
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giveth us the victory, through our Lord JeL us Christ:' 
I Cor. xv. 55, 57. A sense of the want of a proper 
righteousness 'vherein to app~ar before the bar of God 
will mRke us ft'ar to die. B ut the heliPver can . ay, 
' Surely in the L~n-<l haYe I. righteou s11 ~ .- s nntl strength.~ 
' I k i. the end of the law for righteou .-ne3s o c\· ry 
one thnt helicveth. ' A con~cioH~ncss of impul'i~·y ll al·es 
dcatli fprmi<lnhle ~ ~ in ce ' without holiness no m~ n ~hall 
see the I ~0rd : ' hut the l1eart is purified hy faith in 

tl1at precious bloo<l which clcnnscth fron1 all sin . ·A 
lively faith sanctififls the 111ind, hy lca<ling it to the 
fountain set open for sin and unclcannc~s .-A pro,·pcct of 
the judg111ent to come n1akes a n1an <lreaJ to enter on 
the journey of death ; since after death comes the judg4 

ment. But the believer in J esus knows that the Judge 
is his friend and .Saviour, and as such he loves and longs 
for his appearing. For ' there is no condemnation to 
them that are in Christ Jesus.' The Judge will say to 
them, ' Come, ye blessed of my Father, receive the 
kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the 
world.'-The ~ear of the Divine displeasure makes men 
shudder at the thoughts of death. But the believer be· 
holds his , reconciled Jace in Christ; and says, ' Being 
justified by hi$ blood, we shall be save<\ from wrath 
through him.' • The gloominess of the grave makes 
some men a&aid to die. It is indeed a dwelling of 
darkness and corruption. But he that has said, ' 0 
death, I will be thy plagues,' has also said, ' 0 grave, 
I will ·he thf destruction.' Let bis own precious 
and animating words never be forgotten, John xi. 25, 
26 : ' I am . t4e i;esurrection and the life ; he that be­
lieveth in me~ though he were dead, yet shall he live; 
and whosoever' liveth and believeth in me, shall never 

2E2 
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die : believest thou this ? ' Yea, Lord, we believe it : 
'Thou shalt change our vile body, that it may be 
fashioned like unto thy own glorious body, according to 
the working whereby thou art able to subdue all things 
unto thyself.' In short, faith is connected with that 
love to God, 'vithout which no man is prepared to die, 
or fit to go to heaven. Can you suppose that any man 
llill be admitted into the regions of immortal love and 
purity, whose n1ind is alienated fron1 God, and full of 
enmity against him ? To imagine this would be to 
dream of impossibilities; the kingdom \Vas prepared for 
them that love God, and · for none else: Jam. i. 12. 
But (hen, love to him is the certain attendant of faith 
in his name; for ' faith worketh by love.' Faith is 
also productive of. that deadness to the world which is 
necessary as~ a meetness for heaven. ' Whatsoever is 
born of God overcometh the wodd ; and this is the 
victory that overcon1eth the world, even our faith.' 
My brethren, you cannot go this journey safely, unless 
you are thus prepared. Above all things be attentive 
to this,· for nothing can he of equal importance with it. 

Let me then address every individual in this large 
assembly, and beseech you to be seriously attentive to 
the things which ·belong to your peace. You know 
that you must go this journey, but are you prepared 

! 

for' it ? The message of God tQ Hezekiah was, ' Set 
thine house-in order, for thou must die, and not live.' 
You must soon leave . all the pleasures, endea1'ments, 
and advantages of your present state, and launch forth 
into an unknown .'eternity. Let it be . the uppermost 
eoncern of . your minds to be found in' a state of happy 

· preparation for the journey. . _ 
·, · 5. Thi Journey i . to be t~n but once. ' It is aP'" 
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pointed unto mJn once to die.' The body indeed will l1c 

raised again, at the resurrection of the just it will return 
to life. But theti, he that goes the journey of death never 
returns to this v1orl<l again: his place ~hall lrnow him no 
more. He retu~s not to the san1e condition, t\) the same 
work, to the safne sufferings, the saine weaknesses and 
sorrows: Job. ~· 20: ' Are not my days few? ce~se 
then, and let m·¢ alone, that I may take comfort a little, 
before I go whttnce I shall not return.' This holy man 
kept in mind the idea of the journey which we are now 
representing, .atjd profited by it: Job xvi. 22: ' \Vhen 
a few years are ',come, then I shall go the way whence 
I shall not return.' Thousands are going this journey 
every day, of ·all ages, of al_! ranks, and of all conditions; 
but no one of them returns ·again to tell us what he has 
met with, or ,wihere he ha~ been. Brethren, we our­
selves must soon .visit that undiscovered country, from 
the confines of Which no traveller returns. For, 

6. This jour11ey is to an everlasting dwelling. It is 
a journey to he~ven, if we he the children of God, to 
the regions of~ immortal light and felicity ; to ' an 
house not mad~ with hands, eternal in the. heavens.' 

! 

But if we are! th~ children of the lvicked one, · it 
is ajourney to ~~ell ; to the abodes of darkness, J101Tor, 

' ) 

and black despair, ' prepared for the devil and his 
angels.' The' broad way of self-indulgence, folly, 
and wickednesS, most certainly leadeth to destruc­
tion. At death our state is unalterably ·fixed, 
fixed for eve~. . There is no repentance in the grave, 
nor are pardons dispensed to the dead. ' These shall 
go away into e·verlasting punishment, but the righteous 
into life eternal :' Matt. xxv. 46. This will be the sen­
tence of the ·great Judge of quick and dead; a sen-
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tence which \Ve 1nust all shortly hear. Can 've con­

ceive any thing n1ore dreadful than the doon1 of a dying' 
sinner? rro be driven fro1n the presence of Christ as 
accursed, and to be consigned over to everlasting mi­
sery, who can, for one 1non1ent, bear the thought ! If 

a 'man knows hin1self to Le in danger of this, iu clanger 
every hour, every n1011wnt, should he not eagerly an<l 
earnestly cry out, ' \Vhat must I do to be saved?' 
O Lord, n1ake . speed to sav_e 111e ; n1al}e haste to help 

me; lest I be like then1 that go do,vn into the pit. 
0, what an a,vful journey is that which we have ·be­

fore us ! A journw to eternity ! A journey which will 
bring us \vhere we must be, not for an age only, but for 

millions of, ages ; more millions of ages than there are 
sands on the sea shore; more millions of ages than there 

are piles of grass on the surface of the ear~h ; more mil­
lions of ages than there are atoms in the universe ! If we 

are unce~tain what the end of this j~urney ·will be, with 
respect to ourselves, how can we be at rest about it ? 

· Let the negligent professor bestir hin1self without delay, 

·and ' give diligence to make his calling and election 
sure.' Since the journey is of such i1nportance, and 

for so long a stay, surely-1 it h needful to know where 
.you are ·goin·g: especially since the knowledge of this 
is an attainable privilege. ' \Ve know that if the 
earthly house of this tabernacle were dissolved, we ·have 

a building of God, an house not ma~e with hands, 
eternal in the heavens:' 2 Cor. v. I. 0 remember, re-
.member, my dear fellow-creatures, the journey you 
have to take, is a journey to· eternity. No journey can 

~ ~ear any c9µi.parison pwith this, in respect to in1port­

ance. It en~s in eternal joy or everlasting woe ; in con .. 

iimmtlt~ felicity, or in unutte~~ble and ~tnceasjpg ~n, 

~uish. 
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g uish. ' 0 earth, earth, earth, hear the word of the 
Lord!' Ilear,~ that your souls n1ay live. 

7. 'I'hc expe¢tation of this journey should loosen our 
hearts from eahhly things . 

\Vhat is thi~: world to us, or all that it contains ? 'Ve 
are going a joitrney to another 'vorld, an<l the time of 

our departure :is at hand~ 'rhy should we cl~ave to 
that which \Ve;arc just going to leave,. and to leave for _ 

ever ? ' Aris¢, an<l depar~ ; this is not you r r est,' your 
abiding place, ~ ' because it is polluted,' and will shortly 
fall a sacrifice to devouring flames.· ' You have here no 

{ ~ 

continuing city,' and therefore should be sceki11g one 

that is to coni<e ; ' a city that hath foundat ions, whose 

Builder and l\!aker is God.' This is not your h on1e ; 
;. 

you should con~~ider yourselves as strangers and pilgrims, 
travelling to\v~rds the heavenly country. On due re­
flection, it nu)st appear a great i111propriety to be 

eagerly attach~d to the vain objects around us, in the 

present 'vorld.i ,N ak~d we came into it, and naked we 

must depart ot)t of it, without the possibility of tak.ing 
any thing along with us, when we go our journey . 
.J' We broµght; nothing in this world, and it is certain · 

, -· ·th~t we can carry nothing out; therefore, having food 
and rain1ent, ~et us be therewith content.'' Whatever 
\Ve have in tl~is world, be it n1ore or less, it will pre­
sently be no lqnger ours. Be it .silver, or gold, house 
or land, pleasant gardens, or growing plantations, they 
will presently ;be left to successors.-\Ve have acquired 
them, but 've ~ scarely kno\v \Vho shall gather or possess 

; 
them : much 1ess do 've know what use shall be made 
of them when we are gone. The consideration of the 
journey which is before us, should check our eager pur­
~uit of such UJ;lcertain enjoyments, and prevent us from 
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setting our hearts upon them. We have concerns upon 
hand of infinitely greater importance. \\.,. e have pos .. 

sessions in prospect, as far surpassing what this world 
can afford, as heaven is higher than the earth. Be dead 
our hearts to all below, and may our affection be set on 
things above, and our conversation be in heaven, that 

better country to which we are going, and where we 

hope to dwell for ever. 

" At thought of this, each sublunary wish 
Lets go her eager grasp, and quits the world." 

So it certainly ought to be. 
8. Lastly, the prospect of this journey should mode­

l"ate our sorrow under present afflictions .. 
What though we have n1any and severe trials in the 

course of our pilgritnage here, . we are going to leave 

them all, and to gi~re our enemies the slip for ever .. 
~ And our light affliction, which is but for a moment, 
worketh for us a far more exceeding and eternal weight , 

of glory.' We have just reason to ' reckon, that the 
sufferings of the present time are not worthy to be 
compared with the glory :which shall be revealed' in us, 
if we ·Jlte the disciples of Jesus. 
~, ~ we· deprived of our dear pious relatives and 

&i«mds .1. : ~t us remember, that we too are ' going the 
\¥:fl~ ~!~:;8Jt~. ~a:r~b.' We shall so soon follow them, 

·~. :\t ¥ ~y worth while to take our leave, or to 

. \ti4.: ··l~~ . Yet we fed the parting stroke to 
ltli;I~ i.:,i. .. ,'' · . r:·.triaL .~· l?lle .death.-hed .. of those whom we 

·'' · 1i4;:," ., f We is.-tbe .. Joost interesting scene 

• ,,· , ~-!-~i.a ::this· wodd. . All that 
··: .. - ·Jmia.fHe,1 ill · .tae depariing character~ .,.: ;:~J~~~·/: \,-y . ' ; ,._· ... • ·n· ''-' • . . .··, . . .... · . • 
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rises to the recolkcti'on with thrilling {lTI()rgy. The so­

Jemnity of that point of time which cln~cs mortal life, 
and opens upon an untried eternity; and that point 

once passed, the consideration of the sure and ~tcrnal 
blessedness of those that die in the Lord, for ever re­

leased from all pains of body and mind, is afiCcting be­
yond what langu,lg-e can <lcscrih~. \\ ..-e serm then in­
deed to feel th .. t this world is a land of ~hadows . 
'rhat 

" All, all on ·earth is shadmv, a11 beyond is substance; 
How solid fdl where change 6hall be no morl· ~ ' ' 

A few 1nore intervening day~, and we also shall stand 
on the verge of ti1ne. l\Iay l )ivine grace enable us to 

cast the anchor '?f faith and hope firm on the R.ock of 
ages, and though the storm may be severe, \Ve shall get 
safe to lan<l, and our landing will be triumphant. And 
how soothing is the reflection, that those who1n we 
have deposited iI~ the ton1b are sleeping in Jesus ! The 
breathless clay i$ in his custody, waiting for the final 
manifestation of -the sons of God. Could we but more 
frequently and 1nore fully realize the great subject of 
the Christian s&lvation, we should be perfectly con­
vinced that the grievous sufferings which sometimes at­
tend our dying friends and relatives, are, compara­
tively, as noth~ng, when considered as introductory 
to a state of eternal glory and blessedness. A period 

is approaching, 'when this corruptible shall put on 
incorruption, apd this mortal shall put on immor­
tality.' Then shall be brought to pass the saying which 
~s written, ' D,~ath is swallowed up in victory,' com""' 
pletely, entirely, and eternally overcome. We see our 
fleloved relatives, and our dear friends in Christ, ' going 
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th way of all th arth ;' but kn w Wh r th y • 
in , v n wh n th y walk th ··ou h h gloo y vall y 

of th h d w of d ath. 
If w have to drink d ply f th up of oJTow, we 

r goin wh r · hall ·drink the cup of con lation; 
wh ·r verla tin joy sh II b upon our h ad , wh re all 
t ar · hall be wip d away, and ther shall he no n1ore 
sorrow nor crying. ' Li ht is own for the · righteou , 
and gladness for th upright in heart.' 

'If losse and poverty att nd u iµ thi world, w . are 
going where all the rich of h-av n arc to be njoyed. 
A thron and a kin dom are pr par d for u , and being 
faithful unto death, we shall r c iv th crown of life. 
Ev ry w.ant will be r mov d, v · ry wi h fulfill d, and 
ev ry d sir granted ; for ' h that ov rcon1 th shall 
inh rit all things ;' h shall pos s the rich . of heav n 
to the full xtent of his mo t nlarg d d ~r ; and the 
Lord ay concernin hitn, ' I will b hi G d ;' I will 
be to him a source of compl t and ev rla tin. bl d­
ne s; ' -and h hall be . my n,' to inh rit my king­
dom, and dwell with m in· 't throu t rnal age · 

ev. xxi. 7. 

It will perha b under tood th · t th author, in thi par of 
th d~ cour , wi he to p tribute to h m ory of hi b •lov d 
p rtn r in lifi , of who. h h l tely b n d I rivcc\ by th troke 
'of mortality. 11 di d M rch SO, 1 1 O, in th s v nty-fiftb year 
of h r ft· r · li£ of ctivity and u fuln , di tingui hed 
by trict i 'ty, .. a . co ci ntiou piety, h r ually u k un· 
d r a lQ d of i 

1
miti d fHictio , ioh he bl.ed tQ 

b r with Chri ti . ti . ri . n fortitud , till at 1 .. gth h fini h d 
h ' l 01.l with ~uch t , nqu~llity ' could b • 'd ir d. I r be-

b ds v· r ly · ·1 t1 -vac ncy whicl d ~th has d_e, 
P.PY union of mor :.ban fifty-o · y r • · ut h i 
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I~ RO I 'f won, ,.ro TH . • 

f w groan in ~hi tab rnacl d f bodily 
ffiiction , w. re going to that land wh r th inhab't­

nnt hall nev rm r say, ' am ·i k.' Mark yon o r · 
ottagcr; his dwelling i m ·an, and r ady to£ ll. ·Th 

window arc hatt reel, th roof is broken, and in the . 
walls are many9 chinks and opening ; you pity him, and 
t 11 hiin that 'hi hou e i sorely out of r pair; . he an­
sw r , with co1npo$,ure, I know it i o, bub that give~ 
1ne little· . con ern ; for I an1 going to flit : I shall soon 

. ~ 

r inovc into a ·,mo ,t comfortaLle and commodiou dwell-
~ 

ing, which 1n~ kind benefactor, as an act of unmerited 
love, has lmilt1 furnished, and prepared for me. I shall 
therefore joyfl(lly quit this crazy f:lhode in which I suffer 
many inconveniences. Apply thi to the afflicted Chris· 

'• 

tian. Iii hotly is nfeebled, shattered, and broken by 
disea , but he knows he is going to leave it, and th~ 
expectation tJpports and relieve him, ' We know 
that when th~ earthly house of this tabernacle i dis-
olv d, we h~ve ' a better to go to, ' a building of 

God, an hous~ not made with hands, eternal in the hea .. 
vens.' With ~i this consideration our blessed Redrem r 
comfort the J hearts of his followers: John xiv. 1, 2: 
' L t not you~ hearts be troubled :'-look forward to .. the 
heav nly world; ' in my Father's house' from whence 
I cam , and ~ whith r I am going, 'there are many 
mansions,' wh re there will be every thing to accom­
m. <late you i~ the mo t delightful manner. ' If it were 
Dot ·o, I wodld hav told you,' and not permitt d you 
to impo on .you1'selv s by an airy dr am. I am now 

in,., not only to r ,c iv my own reward, but to ' pr • 
~ 

are a placi. for you,' and. to .di po every thin for 
your mo t hqnouriibl r . ptlon mto that worl o 1 ry 
, nd~£ licity. ] 

, i ~ 
•/ .,.., 

"' .V. 
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Thu w h bri fly con id rd d th a a jou y. 
Wh n view d ·n thi Ii ht, it ffo ~ome pl a in 'd a 
to a ood man. It i jou n y w ich may j t 
hand. A journ y which we cannot avo'd. It i o gr at 
importance to be pr par d for it.. It i to b ta n but 
once. : For it i a journ y to an v rla tin dw lling. 
The con ideration of it hould loo.. n our h art from 
earthlX thing , and moderat our oITow under pr nt 
affliction • 

· Let us now clo e our m di tat· on on thi u u ct. 
This journ y, I fear, will dr adful oil to ome 

h pre ent. 0 ye that forg t od; y that trive to 
ni h th thoughts of d ath and t rnity far from you 

mind ; in wha langua shall I . add you ? What 
word hall I adopt in ord r, if it hall pl a e od, to 

e you from your in n ibility ? Th me ng r will 
. oon arrive to call you away. outh, and h al th, and 
·trength are no security. ~ If none w nt thi journ y but 
th who h d r ach d· three co1·e year, and t n, the 
c would be v ry di ff er nt. ut p rhap far more die 

re they have ·v d t the m · ian of li~, than 
' . . 

tho e who ·hav pa e~ that p riod. 0, ye young . o-
p1 ? may God giv you an r to h ar hi voic to-day. 

· If the ag d are pa t fl elil'l , ,we woul~ hope tter thing 
of you. If they are lik the beaten 11nvil, hard ned by 
repea~ed troke , urely thi' is not ·your case. If they 
"· · · ~ke the deaf adder· which stoppeth her ea1·, surely 
God~ give you an ear to h ar, and an heart to un­

.. de · ta~~' that your souls may live. But he can rouse 
·e m.ost insen ible~ . w~ether 9ld or· young. Unto you, 

, ~ I call, . a · d my voice i to the sons of men. 
~~·a' \W 'IA.I t meet :your God. . y OU will soon be called to 

. . j I , 

t .him ; and woe unto you, if ye ar not pr pa d~ 
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wak th u th,.t le t and from th d a , and 
Chri t will iv ·.th light. 1-1 tand witl op n . rm , 
r ady to r iv~ the r turnin inn r. t n n ay, 
' Th i. no ho1~ .' foundation i laid in th em-

. r' d th, for the hope and encourag mCnt of th mo. t 

. guilty and th ~mo t mL erable of mankind. Without 
one moment' ·lay, b g~in to cry for 1n ~rcy: for who-
so v r hall cay upon the nam of t~c Lor hall b 
sav d. Once n.1or I ay, incc t.hi journ y i unavoid­
abl , and the t~n1e of it is 1:Jn rtain ; ince ndl s ~ li­
city, or verla tlng mi ry arc depending; let it b your 

j ~ 

first and chi f c~)ncern, through -gra t b pr par -d f r 
it Thi is thF' voice of Chri t him elf: ' B ye also 
ready, for in an hour when· y think not, th on f 
man cometh.' "' 

Let no one ifl thi congregation re t. one day longer, 
without knowi11g wh re he is going. Negligence in 
this argues a ~ate of in n ~ ibility that want a nam . 

Christian br~~thren, wait for the ignal to go this jour­
ney. Hav your loin. girt, and your light burning, 
and be ye like" men that are looking for their Lord's 
coming. R ffi~mb r he hath said, ' B hold, I ·ome 
quickly.' · Let ~ your answer b , ' Ev n o om Lord 

~ 

Jesus.' Amen; 

c. Baldwin, Printn, 
New Brtdgwtreet. Lol:'ldoa·. 

THE E . D 



! 
i 

. r 
I 

/ 

ER RAT A. 

Page 45, third line from the bottom, for judgment, read engngtmcn f . 

- 159, for Stenoet, read Stennett. 
- 204, for Sutolitfe, read SutcliJf. 
--- 291,/or Brainard, read Brainerd . ~ 

'nrc·l:1 

J.U ·v .} .~ .... VM 
BR.I TAN 
N'ICV~l 
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