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love to perishing sinners. ¢ The unsearchable riches of
Christ, in whom it hath pleased the Father that all
fulness should dwell,’ and his ¢ability to save to the
uttermost all that come unto God by him,” were the
burden of his song; he rejoiced in the invitations of
the Gospel, as displaying its freeness and fulness. ¢ Ho,
every one that thirsteth, come ye to the waters,’ &c.
¢ If any man thirst let him come unto me and drink;
and him that cometh unto me, I will in no wise cast
out.’ ' ‘

Some of his religious friends at Bradford, who were
strongly tinctured with high Calvinistic sentiments,
and rigidly attached to the books which favoured those
opinions, having in one of their interviews made some
pointed observations on his slowness of speech, his
backwardness to engage in controversy, and his partial-
ity to the writings of some other divines, he soon after
addressed a poetical epistle to one of them, in which,
with much good humour and pleasantry, he made 2
reply to the charges adduced against him. 'Towards
the close of life he occasionally repeated, from recollec-
tion, some lines of it; but no eopy can now be found.
In justification of his slowness of speech, he replied
that while there were so many to preach and dogma-
tize, it was certainly fit that some showld hear. The
concluding lines were to the following effect :

- % To be brief, my dear friends, you may say what you wilk,
"/ Fltnéler be confined to read nothing but Gill.”

For the writings of this hbdrious'divine, he had, as
‘e have already intimated, a high value, in many re-
‘spects; but he could by no means reconcile himself te
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attractions ; but he had internal resources; and his
books, those silent but inestimable companions, pre.
vented him feeling that ennu: which throws a gloom
over the minds of many, and renders a solitary
situation almost insupportable.

Whatever the motives might be, whether to avoid
interruption and persecution, or merely for the sake
of the private convenience of those who erected them,
the first Dissenting places in this part of the country,
which were generally small, humble edifices, were built
in secluded spots, adjoining neither towns nor villages,
but withdrawn from the notice of the public. The
promoters of these erections had no idea of courting the
attention of their neighbours, by inviting appearances
and splendid attractions. Such was the situation of
the meeting-house at Rawden, which was unquestion-
ably one of the oldest in this part of Yorkshire.
Though there were numerous villages in the vicinity,
without any place of worship, it was erected in a soli-
tary, though beautiful place, at a distance from the
public road, surrounded by woods, excepting on one
side, where the river Aire is seen winding along the
valley. - Tradition records that when it was opened, the
minister, who officiated on the occasion, struck with the
peculiarity of its situation, chose for his text the words
of the Psalmist: ¢ We have found it in the fields of the
wood.” The congregation, afterwards increasing, and
finding much inconvenience from the situation, removed
to a more central place. Part of the materials were
taken away; but the shell of the old building yet re-
maius nearly covered with i ivy, with scattered tombstones
grown over with moss, and overshadowed with trees,

B
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Christianity, his experience taught him was ‘the best
antidote to these painful sensations.

His natural constitution was very infirm; and he was
so broken down with disease, that when but middle
aged he had the appearance of one advanced in years.
His last sickness was long and tedious, and his pain for
the most part very severe. But his humility and pa-
tience were remarkable, his faith steady, and consola-
tions strong. ¢ He longed to depart and to be with
Christ,” and his desire was at length granted. His soul
was dismissed from this tenement of clay, August 24,
1763, in the 53d year of his age, after he had been
pastor of the church about thirteen years. |

Those of his hearers who yet survive, bear witness to
his integrity and faithfulness.* His successor, who has
now followed him to the grave, never mentioned him

* A pastoral letter, from which the following passages are se-
lected, has been found among the menuscripts of the late Mr.
Smith. It is without date, but was probably written near the
close of his public ministry. |

<% To the Church of Christ, at Wainsgate, grace, peace, and love
be multiplied through Christ our exalted head. ’
I am standing at the threshold of your door, with my heart to-
wards you in the bowels of Jesus Christ. I must shortly give
account to him that is ready to ¢ judge the quick and the dead,’ asto
what I'have preached, how I have preached, and whether 1 have
held fast Christ’s name and the form of sound words which he has
- committed to my trust. If I have let them slip, with a view to gain
to myself, to acquire honour or friendship from men, or from any
other worldly motive—how can I hope to give up my account with
?" how .shall T'be able to say, I have fought a good fight, I have
kep the faith?’ T am pained to hear that you discover so much
u.ldlﬁ'erenee to the Gospel, and that you can tamely admit of innova-
. nomof a dangeroqs tendency. You are anxiously concerned when
.- your temporal interest is at stake. Ah'! my brethren, does not your
‘conduct in more important matters betray, if not want of know-
ledge and disccrnment, what is much worse, want of zeal and love ?
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but with respect. As is evident from the former
part of this account, he had an intimate personal ac-
quaintance with him, before he left Bradford. He
wrote an elegy on his death, of which the following are
the concluding lines : |

“ For numerous years his labours have been blest,
But now his work is done, and he’s released.
The Gospel tidings he no more declares,
' His voice no more makes glad his people’s ears.
Alas! for them !~~how shall they now be fed ?
Who for their souls will care ? their shepherd’s dead !
Like scatter’d sheep, will they not wander now ?
Who then to them the way of truth will show?

“ Thou, God ! from whom all gifts and graces come,
Who thus hast cgll'd thy servant to the tomb,
Raise up another who shall useful prove,

And rightly preach the messages of love ;
That thy poor flock may be instructed still,
And guided safely to thy heavenly hill.”

Are not you seeking your own more than the things of Jesus Christ ?
Is not that night of which Dr. Gill speaks coming fast upon us?
Does not he who ¢ walks in the midst of the golden candlesticks,’ see
your Laodicean temper of mind, and has he not something against
you, because ¢ you have left your first love ?’ Let us search and see,
Is there that love to Christ, his ministers, his word, his truths, and
company, that there once was? Is there that zeal for his cause, his
honour, his interest, which was evidenced at your first conversion ?
Is there that fervency of prayer in your families and closets ”—But I
forbear; let conscience speak ; and if it bear witness against you,
¢let him that hath an ear, hear what the spirit saith unto the
churches : "—¢ Remembér from whence thou art fallen, and repent,
and do thy first works.” -

. % What I have written to you more at large before, I wish you

' to read with diligence ‘and deliberation ; and if things are not as I
apprehend, be so kind as to inform me better, Having no other
copy, I wish them, along with this, to be returned to me. ¢ The

grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you.' Amen.” 1
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. DPuring the long confinement of Mr. Smith, as the
number of Baptist ministers was small, and no academi-
cal institutions were then established in the north of
England, the church at Wainsgate was unable to pro-
cure supplies more than once in the fortnight. On the
intervening Sabbaths, one of the members, whose son
has been since known to the public as the writer of
“ Essays in a Series of Letters to a Friend;” read the
whole of Gurnal's “ Christian Armour,” to the congre-
gation. Being a person of strong mental powers, he
occasionally commented upon his author, so that he was
enabled to keep up the attention of his audience,
who often expressed themselves edified by what they
heard. ~

_ Few persons indeed were better qualified than he for
usefulness as a private member of a Christian society.
Having a deep sense of the importance of Divine things,
a warm heart, and a ‘well-informed mind, he and his
partner in life, for a long succession of years, laid them-
selves out in encouraging, by social converse and meet-
ings, those who were setting out ¢ in the way to Zion,
with their faces thitherward.’ Religion was the busi-
ness of his life from youth to advanced age ; and nothing
excited his interest so much as the prosperity and ex-
tension of the kingdom of Christ among different deno-
minations. - A man of such a spirit is a most important
acquisition to any Christian sociéty ; and through the
course of his public ministrations, he who was about to
be Mr. Smith’s successor found in this old disciple
steady, zgaloul fellow-helper in the work of the Lord.
~=The reader will excuse this digression ; itis a just,

 though imperfect tribute, to one whose ‘memary is now

Among: others ministers invited to. fill Mr. Smith's
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pulpit while he was laid aside, Mr. Johnson of Liver-
pool spent some time at Wainsgate. Ile had been con-
nected in association with the Baptists, and was re-
quested as a friend to assist them in their ¢ time of need ?
but whether some of Mr. Smith’s hearers had misre-
presentéd his sentiments to Mr. Johnson, or from some
other cause, he embraced the opportunity of dissemi-

nating some peculiay opinions of his own, which were

rendered the more acceptable by his ready and fluent
utterance. On his return home, he published a book,
which he denominated the “ Trial of T'wo Opinions,”
in which he laid before the public many things relative
to Mr. Smith, in a hasty, improper manner. Mr.
Hartley, of Haworth, grieved by this attack upon his
afflicted brother, published a pamphlet in reply, enti-
tled, “ The Trial of T'wo Opinions Tried,” wherein
he vindicated the conduct and character of Mr. Smith,
and confuted many erroneous positions which Mr. John-
son had laid down, The controversy is now become
quite obsolete, but, for the time, it had a very unhappy
effect on the small society at Wainsgate. The number
of members was but about thirty, and some of these
were infected with Mr. Johnson’s sentiments. This was
a discouraging circimstance to a young minister, who
- was naturally very timid, at his first entrance among
“them ; but by avoiding any share in the controversy,
and by a conciliatory disposition on his part, the breach
was made up, so that those members - who had stood at
a distance, on account of some difference in sentiment
on matters of minor consequence, were again united, and
they mutually agreed to allow one another their own
way of thinking and of expressing themselves.
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What has now been related will convey a general
idea of the situation of this little society, when the
subject of this narrative first entered upon his labours,
As to the neighbourhood in general, it would be diffi-
cult, at this distance of time, to form any proper idea
of its civil and religious state. The population was
comparatively small, and the provincial dialect almost
unintelligible to strangers : in those parts where large
“and flourishing villages now stand, there were only a
few scattered houses, and in some instances no erections
of any kind. The principal hamlets were on the de-
clivity or near the summit of almost inaccessible hills
which situations were also the favourite residence of
persons of landed property, who appear to have had no
idea of the picturesque beauties which, in more modern
times, have been discovered in the valleys and dells
below, where the scenery is distinguished “ by being ever
varying and ever new.” As there were no wheeled
carriages, little attention was paid to the public roads,
which were generally carried through valleys and aver
the summits of hills, so as to suit the convenience of
the proprietors and occupiers of the land, without much
regard to the accommodation of the more distant tra.
veller. | _ |
<. The introduction of carriages, the influx of trade, and
the consequent connexion with commercial towns,
pointed out the necessity of new roads, winding along
the valleys; and the abundance of waterfalls on the
Calder and its: tributary streams, forming situations
'M;mﬁdmbh factories have been erected since the
invention' of ‘machinery, have altogether produced an
| dncalculable change in- the appearance of the country,

. and a great accession to the population, |
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At the period before referred to, the places of wor-
ship were very few and thinly attended ; the principal
of which were, an ancient and almost dilapidated epis-
copal church at Heptonstall, which has since that un-
dergone many repairs; a small Methodist meeting
house at the same place, and two others on a still smaller
scale, at Slack and Rodhill End, belonging to the Bap-
tists. Among the ‘i_,'nhabitants in general, ignorance and
vice prevailed in g deplorable degree; there was little
appearance of religion; their tempers, dispositions, and
habits, partook much of the wildness of the country, so
that an extensive,” though unpromising field, presented
itself before those faithful labourers who were raised
up in these parts about this period.

- Among the number of those who came forward ‘at
this time, and were for many years great blessings to
this neighbourhood, the Rev.James Crossley is deserv-
ing of particular notice. He was born in the year 1731,
at Lower Saltonstall, a small hamlet in Warley, near
Halifax. His parents were industrious, respectable
members of society ; but having a large family, were not
able to give him a liberal education. His disposition
from his earliest years was cheerful and engaging.
Whilst young, he had many alarms of conscience, which
- were much increased by his attendance upon the minis-
try of the Rev. Mr. Grimshaw, and among the Me-
thodists, who had sometimes preaching a{ Luddenden.
It is not known what was the precise time, or what
were the particular means, of his conversion to God;
but he became a zealous professor among the Method-
ists, and used all his influence to induce his former com-
- panions in sin to follow him in the ways and service of
God, He was a leader at one of the prayer meetings,
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‘and’ having frequently dropped a few words by way
of exhortation, he at length ventured to make a few
remarks from a portion of Secripture. He was led to
devote his attention to the study of God’s most Holy
Word, with a view to the ministry ; and. some change
having taken place in his religious sentiments respecting
the doctrines of the (Gospel, a separation from his
former religious connexions ensued, and a large room
was hired at Upper Saltonstall, where he preached regu-
larly every Lord’s Day. The room, though spacious,
soon became inadequate to contain the numbers who
- flocked to hear him.: A suitable place of worship was
. mnow resolved upon; but much discouragement arose,
- from the poverty of the hearers, and other obstacles. A
subscription was entered into; and those who had no
money laboured alternately in digging the foundation,
- getting stones in the quarry, and serving the masons.
During the year 1761, the building, called Booth
Chapel, was reared and rendered fit for public worship ;
there'were no galleries in ‘it at the time of its first erec-
tion. ' The situation was very solitary, and, for want of
* suitable roads, for a long time difficult of access; but it
~ was ‘probably fixed upon as being at a central distance
- from several surrounding villages. Mr. Crossley opened
i the meeting house himself, by preaching ‘an animated
r’ ‘diséom from’: Psalm xxvii. 6: <1 will offer in his
tabernacle,’ &e. . He was ordained  in the year 1763.
The Rev Mrf. K'night, of Hahfax, who had been. or-

,,Tha Rav Titm K.mbht warborn December 17, 1719.- He
n tp pl‘eﬁch in the year 1749, bewmthen among the Methodists.
gg: hdre rew from ;}g q?ngexnon in 17t , with a few friends who

i d his views' ‘on’ the doctrinies of the Gosptl ‘The
g too small for thecangregatxcm, a very spacnous and

5
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dained the day preceding, the Rev. Mr. Edwards of
" Leeds, and the Rev. Mr. Scott, of Heckmondwicke,
were present, and took part in the services on that
occasion. |

Mr. Crossley continued for tho space of about twenty
" years in this situation. A friendly connexion took
place between him and his neighbour, the minister at
Wainsgate, which was maintained through life. They
frequently preached double lectures together; and for
several years, in conjunction with the Rev. Mr., Simp-
son, of Warley, they gratuitously preached in succession
once in the month-at the workhouse belonging to
Warley, for the henefit of the paupers there, who were
not able to attend Divine service elsewhere. |

Having received an unanimous invitation to accept
the pastoral office in the newly established Independent
interest at Bradford, he resigned his beloved charge at
Booth, though very reluctantly. He was no doubt in-
duced to go, from the hope of more extended usefulness;
but it is generally supposed that he died of a broken
heart, so greatly did the removal prey upon his spirits.
He only preached one Sabbath after he finally left
Booth ; and died the Lord’s Day following, May 18,
1782, aged 51 years. Rev. Mr. Cockin preached his
funeral sermon, from the 3d epistle of John, 8 verse.
Mr. Crossley was plain in his person and address; but the
primitive simplicity, piety, and good sense, which dis-

elegant structure was erected, and opened in May, 1772. About
the year. 1764, he had become acquainted with Mr. Whitefield, and
was appointed one of the preachers at the Tabernacle, in London.

He was engaged during forty-three yearsin the work of the ministry,
and died, after a tedious illness, March 2, 1793. '
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tinguished his discourses, rendered him a very accept.
able and useful preacher. He printed one sermon,
occasioned by the melancholy end of one of his hearers,
who, having formed a connexion with coiners, was tried
and executed at York, April 28, 1770. The text was

2 Sam. xii. 14: ¢ By this thou hast given occasion to ~ |

the enemies of the Lord,” &c. A copy of a letter which
- -he wrote to Mr. Crossley, just before his execution, is
~ in possession of the writer. It was found in his pocket.
He bewails, in the most feeling manner, his past back-
slidings in heart and in life. “ God in his judgment,”
he says, “ has overtaken me. But, in the midst of
Jjudgment, I would hope he will yet remember mercy.
O that my wanderings may be a warning to others, and
that my death, shameful as it is, may produce some
good effect, and prove a real blessing to others! My
heart is pained for my dear relatives; O that I could
bear their sorrows! but I must leave them. Let me
entreat you to give them seasonable and suitable advice
- whenever you can.—I can say no more; but, O that I
could come to tell you what my heart feels!”

- Butit is time we should return from this digression,
- and resume the thread of our narrative. In the month
- of May, 1764, a public meeting, or association of the
. Baptist denomination, was held at Halifax. The letter
~ sentby the church at Wainsgate is still preserved, in
§ \yhlcb they mention, in ‘a feeling manner, the death of
* their pastor, with the stelfs‘_f they had taken during his
. iliness, and subsequent to his death, particularly in
. inviting a young preacher from Bradford, whose labours
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heart, for they shall see Ged:’ In the afternoon,
Heb. xiii. 6: ¢ So that we may boldly say,” &c.”

“ Lord’s Day, July 15.—This has been such a day
to me as calls for much thankfulness. I found great
freedom and pleasure in every part of the work 1 had
to attend to. John xiv. 19: * Because I live ye shall
live also’ was the subject of discourse; I enjoyed some-
what of the sweetness of what I held forth to others.”

« Lord’s Day, July 22.—I was not prepared, as I
could have wished to be, for the work of the day. In
the forenoon I spoke from Luke viii. 6: ¢ Some fell,” &c.
At noon I was very poorly ; but after I entered upon the
afternoon service I felt much better ; and was comfort-
able in enlarging upon Ps. xcii. 12: ¢ The righteous
shall flourish like the palm tree,” &c.

_ *“ In the evening the church, after consulting toge-
ther, gave me a call to take the pastoral office upon me.
I told them it was a very important affair, and desired
time to consider of it. O that the Lord would give me
a heart to lay the matter before him, and to ask counsel
at his mouth !”

« Monday, July 28.—The former part of this day I
spent in fasting and prayer, in examining my heart,
confessing my sins, &c.

- “ 1 proposed to myself, and in my poor manner
- answered, those questions in Mr. Henry’s Life, page 47 :
- “ L ‘What am 1?’ Afterenmnwon,lconcluded
myself to be a subject of grace. ,
: +* II. *What have I done ?’ Here my conscience
 charged me with many sins and imperfections through
= nzmdhf& 2
- ui¥allh ! Flmrhumupladolu? If T am not
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Whol.t poor creatures should we be were the Lord to
leave us to ourselves; but we have to ¢sing of mercy
as well as judgment.’

« The power, love, and grace of God, have been dis-
played in so wonderful a manner, that we think we can
now number our greatest trials among our choicest
blessings. We see the need of them, to make our
souls more lively in the ways of God—our views are
thus directed to the precious promises contained in the
Divine Word ; and while the Almighty is chastening us,
he puts underneath us his everlasting arms, and bears us
above all our troubles.

% Thus we have endeavoured to describe to you the
feelings of our minds. We love to speak of God’s
“goodness to us; but we mourn on account of the body
of sin and death which we daily carry about us. It, at
times, causes us almost to faint ; but it pleases the Lord,
who giveth strength to them who have no might, to
grant us fresh supplies of grace, which enable us to
keep our heads above water. We often corhpare our-
selves to a ship tossed upon the tempestuous ocean, ready

to be swallowed up in the great deep, or ready to be
~dashed to pieces upon some fatal rock.. Not that we
are left to doubt of God’s faithfulness in perfecting the

- good work which he has begun; but our fears arise

from ourselves, lest our comforts and usefulness one to
- another should be prevented. . Pray .for us, that we
~may be kept lowly and honourable in our profession—
~ that we may. overcome the evils of our‘own hearts, the
4 temptatxons of Satan, and the allurements of the world
i “ We remain

4 Yonr unworthy but affectionate Friends,

and fellow legmns




JOHN FAWCETT, D.D. 129

The following verses were some time after addressed
to the ladies who subscribed this letter.

¢ T0 s and others who love our Lord Jesus Christ in
sincerity.

¢ Hail! heaven-born souls, celestial race,
Offspring of God’s peculiar grace ;

Ye ransomed tribe, ye pious few,

Whose feet the paths of life pursue.

¢ From off the rocks, like him of old,
Your blissful state let me behold;
Not void of -hopes that worthless I
Belong to your blest company.

“ Through a long wilderness you rove,
Where beasts and savage monsters roar;
Gins, pits, and snares, infest the road ;

But your defence and help is God.

“ Eschol’s sweet grapes you've now in hand,
In earnest of the heavenly land ;

Celestial fruits e’en now you eat,

And long to have your bliss complete.

* May you oft stand on Pisgah’s top,
And view your home with stedfast hope;;
With patience wait till Jesus say,

- ¢Come over Jordan, come away.’

“ Then in his arms he'll you embrace,
You shall behold him face to face;
His beauties then unveil'd you'll see ;
Ah ! Lord, and is this bliss for me? "

The diary aﬂ'ord;" some further materials relative to
this period of his life, though with considerable inter-
vals, S
« Tuesday, January 1, 1765.~This forenoon I was
in the greatest distress. I had a meeting to keep up at

K
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church and congregation. It has been a good day to
me ; may it never be forgotten !’

“« Lord’s Day, July 28.—DMy dear wife and I
received our dismission from Bradford, and joined the
society here. I preached from Cor.ii. 2: ¢I deter-
mined not to know any thing among you,” &c.”
~ « Wednesday, July 31, 1765.—This day I was
solemnly ordained pastor over the church at Wainsgate;
the most important day, as to its transactions, I have
ever yet witnessed. Mr. Hartley/asked the questions,
and made the ordination prayer. Mr. Crabtree gave
the charge, and an awful one ét was, from 1 Tim. ii. 15:
‘ That thou mayest know how thou oughtest to behave
thyself,’ &c. Then Mr. Nuttal preached to the people
from 1 Thes. ii. 20: ¢ For ye are our glory and joy.
The place was very much crowded, and the weather
exceedingly hot. 0 my soul' what a work hast thou
now entered upon.”

“ Thursday, Aug. 1 -—Had much pleasure in con-
versing with Mr. Oulton, Mr. Hartley, &c.; but have
reason to complain on account of tke hardness of my
heart; and want of fervour in prayer.” '

. “Lord’s Day, Aug. 4.—I was feeble in my outward
man.  Preached in the forenoon from Numb. xxvii. 15;
in the afternoon from Ps:'xvi: 2, 3: - < O my soul, thou
hast said: unto the Lord,” &c. I was much edified in
'the morning, in reading Mr. Newton's Life.” =
-% Lord’s Day, Oct. 27.—~During ‘the last week 1 -
have -been ‘composed in my mind, found ‘my: heart
engaged in the service of God, and was greatly re-
. freshed in reading . Mr. Henry’s « Exposition,” the
L 'MSS &nd (nost spmtual work I ever consulted.
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variety of papers, still preserved, show the sense he had
of the arduous nature and difficulty of the pastoral
office, and the discouragements he often felt from a
conscious sense of his own weakness. Sometimes his
mind was cheered by the liberty he found in speaking,
and the satisfaction his hearers expressed; at others he
was full of despondency and dejection. These painful
feelings so preyed upon his spirits, about six months
‘after his removal, that he had serious thoughts of
~ wholly declining the work of the ministry. He wrote
a letter to his intimate friend and counsellor Mr. Hart-
ley, of Haworth, of which the following is a part :

“ DEAR SIR,

“I have taken this opportunity to-acquaint you with
the bitter distress I at present feel. 1 fear 1 have
entered upon a work to which God has not called me}
and instead of combating these fears with success, I
think I grow worse. I compare myself to the parched
. heath in the wilderness, which knoweth not when good
‘cometh. I am continually bowed down under a sense
of my weakness and foolishness. I spend my days in
pain and anguish of mind, on these accounts; and what
will be ‘the event of these things I know not. Surely,
if the Lord had called me to the work, I should be
more sensible of his presence with me, and of his
- assistance. T 'make my complaint to him daily, but
- he seems to cover himself with a cloud, that prayer

cannot pass through. ‘T am ready to say with Job,

¢ When I cry and shout he shutteth out my prayer.

| In attempting to make preparation for the pulpit, I sit
. for houss together, and can do little or nothing.”~
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“ MEMORANDUM.

«N. B. 1 drew up these few lines on the 15th of
Sept. 1764, with a design to send them to my ho-
noured friend Mr. Hartley; but when I had got thus
far in my letter, he unexpectedly came to the door.
This filled me with surprise, and led me to think there
might be something providential in his coming. I put
the paper into his hand ; he read it over and said, “ These
are my old complaints;” as IHerod said of John, ¢ they
are risen from the dead.” He further told me that he
was so far from thinking, on account of my present
uneasiness, that I was not called to the work of the
ministry, that he was more fully confirmed in his belief
of my being commissioned to preach the Gospel. Oh
what a deliverance did I now experience! I was asonc
made alive from the dead.”

. s )

The writer of these pages has to lament, that from
this period of his parent’s life, he has not been able to
derive much assistance from the diary. The little that
remains is chiefly written in short-hand, in which he is
not much versed; and though from time to time re-
solutions appear to have heen formed to renew the
diary, pressing engagements, and in particular literary
pursuits and theological studies, fully occupied his soli-
tary hours.,

In this retired and apparently inlospitable situation
he became acquainted, through the good providence of
God, with two persons who afterwards attained to great
eminence in the Christian church; namely, the Rev,:
Henry Foster, and the Rev. Dan. Taylor. Mr. Foster
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was born in 1745, at a farm-house, a short distance
from Wainsgate. He received the rudiments of his
education at Heptonstall school, which, under the su.
perintendance of Mr. Pawson, and afterwards of M,
Shackleton,* furnished the church, and different semi.
naries of learning, with many useful characters, At
the time when this friendly connexion commenced,
~ Mr. Foster was a student at Queen’s College, Oxford,

Mr. Taylor was born in the neighbourhood of Ha-
lifax, in the year 1738. His first impressions of a

* A neat marble tablet was put up in Heptonstall Church, soon
after Mr. Shackleton’s decease, with the following inscription:

¢ In affectionate remembrance of

WILLIAM SHACKLETON,
Late Master of the Free Grammar School at this place,
Where thirty-six years of his life were occupied
In an able, zealous, and laborious discharge
Of the duties of his profession,
This Monument was erected
At the expence of his grateful Scholars.
He died November 16, 1805, in

the 61st year of his age.”

- The following memorial is inscribed up,&n a plain slab which coe
vers his mortal remaing;

“ Hic requiescit GurieLMus SHACKLETON,
Qui, per annos triginta et sex,
Scholam Heptonstaliensem fideliter rexit,

Quique inter primos sui ordinis claruit,
“Humanitate ornatus ;
Decessit decimo sexto die Nov", 1805,
- Ftatis Anno 61,

The classical reader will excuse tlw insertion of an inscription on

8 tomb-stone in the church-yard over another person, brought up i

ght up iIn
 this' neighbourhood, whose talents and literary attainments were of
- the first order; but wasting and lingering disease repressed the
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religious nature were among the Methodists; but leaving
that society on account of some dlﬂ'erence with respect
to the ordinances of the Gospel, and pomts of doctrine,
he accepted an invitation given him by a number of
persons, resident in Wadsworth, who had also with-
drawn from the Methodist connexion for similar rea-
sons. This was about the time, or probably a little
before, the removal of Mr. F. to Wainsgate.

Mr. Taylor was possessed of intrepid courage and
persevering  diligence, undaunted by difficulties. He
was not discouraged by the wildness of the country,
the roughness of the inhabitants, or the little prospect
of adequate means of support. He had been inured to
hardship from his earliest years; and like the blessed
Apostle, whose spirit he eminently imbibed, ¢he con-
ferred not with flesh and blood.” During the summer
months, he preached at the Nook, a farm-house about
a mile from Wainsgate, under a tree, having then no
better accommodation. On the approach of winter le
and his friends took a small house in Wadsworth
Lanes. The church and congregation increasing, a
energies of his mind, and put a period to his mortal existence,
when he had scarcely attained the prime of life. -

« Hic sepulta jacent ossa
Josepni. DyneLey, M.D, Eding.
Qui zqualium suorum,

In artibus Medicinee et Humanitatis
~ Literis, facilé princeps extitit,

Vir et sociis semper carus
ac in omnes pro re benignus,
Otiique gaudium necnon seriorum
- Ornamentum.
Obiit 9° die Sept". 1814,
Anno affecto ®tatis 38,
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commodious place of worship was afterwards erected at
Birchcliffe,* near Hebdenbridge.

Though these three friends had different sentiments
as to some points, both of doctrine and discipline, Mr,
Foster’s views being directed to the church, and Mr,
* Taylor being afterwards the distinguished leader of the
new connexion among the general Baptists, this differ-
ence did not disturb the harmony that subsisted be-
tween them, having each of them the same grand ends
~ in view; namely, to glorify God, and to proclaim the -
everlasting Gospel.

In readmg the history of those who have risen to
~ eminence in their generation, and more especially in
tracing the situations from which they made their exit,
we are often ready to express our surprise, in the same
way as the Jews, when they heard of Christ being
brought up in Nazareth. Some remarks have been
made in the preceding part of these Memoirs, which may
have 'a tendency to show the impropriety of these
eavilling inquiries. In the obscure retreat in which
~ these three friends were placed; their communion was
- often sweet; and Infinite Wisdom was preparing and
~ qualifying them for the important circles in which they

. . ®.The society here was many years ago deprived of Mr. Taylor’s
- personal services by his removal first to Halifax, and afterwards to
+ London, where he ended his days; but it has centinued, under suc-
~ cessive ministers, to. flourish and i increase. ' A number of the mem-
~ bers for their own convenience, and with a view to the extension
- of the cause, built a new meeting-house at Slack, near Heptonstall,
. some time since; where, under. the pastoral care of the Rev. John
Taylor, nephew to the first. minister at Birchcliffe, they have had
inmmy accessions to their number, and have oollected a large con-
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were afterwards to move. During the long vacations, "
when attendance at college was not necessary, Mr,
Foster spent a considerable portion of his time at
Wainsgate, where he was joined by Mr. Taylor. It
was customary with them to be together three or four
days in the course of every week. They were asso-
ciates, not only in the study of divinity, but in 1eadmg
the classics, and other branches of polite learning.
Their society proved, in each of these respects, a source
of great pleasure and advantage. Engaged in such
important pursuits, and, stimulated by such motives as
ought to influence a minister of the Gospel, no situation,
however forbidding in itself, can be tiresome; the wil-
derness itself is transformed into a fruitful garden.

‘The friendship thus auspiciously begun continued
through life. These friends, after their separation, wit-
nessed with delight and holy satisfaction the success
which the Almighty was pleased to grant to their re-
spective labours, in those diversified situations where
Providence placed them. As often as distance and ne-
cessary engagements would permit, they corresponded
and met together. With respect to characters so well
known to the publi_'é as Mr. Foster and Mr. Taylor
were, it is scarcely necessary, and might be deemed ir-
relevant, to mention many further particulars. M,
Foster left Yorkshire, in September, 1767, when he
was ordained deacon by the Bishop of London. The
following is extracted from one of his letters, dated Sep-
tember 9, 1767 :—

“This day fortnight I came hither; on the Fri-
day following I was' examined by the Bishop’s Chap-
lain.  He gave me the twenty-third article to translate

into Latin, and then mquu'ed how I proved it to be
1
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true.  He afterwards gave me the Greek Testament,
and I construed about five verses of Matthew xj. upon
which words he asked me the following questions : |
“1. ¢Did John send to inquire of Christ for his own
satisfaction, or that of his followers ?°
“2. ‘What evidence did Christ give that he was the
Messiah ?’ |
“8. *Upon what miracle did the truth of Christ’s

~ doctrine turn ?’

“4. ‘How may the possibility of a resurrection be
proved ?’

“5. * Will the same body rise or not ?’ .
- “ 6. “How do you Pprove that we have the same doc-
trines Christ taught ?° {
e Having answered these questions in such a way as
appeared to give satisfaction, he dismissed me ; and the
Sunday after I wag ordained by his Lordship.”
-~ The first situation to which Mr. Foster was invited
~ Was, that of curate to the Rey. Mr. Romaine, Black-
. friars, who nearly, if not entirely, stood alone' in -the
metropolis, {ill that period, as'an 'asserter of those prin-
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whom he had laboured with so much succcess, induced
him to decline accepting the valuable living of Clap-
ham, to which he had been nominated by the will of
J. Thornton, Esq.-

By way of relaxation from his arduous work, and
that he might spend some time among his relations and
Christian friends,so much endeared to him by carly ac-
quaintance, he generally went down into Yorkshire
once in two years, and preached in those churches
where he could be admitted. His popularity, though
he did not affect the graces of eloquence, exceeded that
of any other minister who ever visited this part, White-
field alone excepted. His early and steady piety, the
plainness, simplicity, and solemnity of his address, com-
bined to excite a great degree of interest. The general
method which he adopted in preaching was to deduce
from his text a series of observations, in which he
greatly excelled. It was no uncommon thing for the
hours of service to be altered in the neighbouring
places of worship, that the congregations might have
an ‘opportunity of hearing him; and though numbers
might, be attracted merely by curiosity, in many in.
stances ;the most happy effects were apparent, both in
the revival of religion among the professors of Christi-
anity, and the, conversion of sinners to God.

The author has felt it his incumbent duty to dwell a
little on.the character of this excellent man, both from
motives of personal .respect, and because he was the
early and intimate friend of his deceased parent. - That
the friendship continued to the latest period of life, will
appear from the following passage, extracted from one of
Mr. Foster’s: letters, received a short time before his
death : * Though I 'write with a frembling hand, and



142 MEMOIRS OF

never take up my pen when I can avoid it, I feel a de.
sire to say to you before I die, that you are often in my
thoughts, sometimes in my prayers, and always in my
good wishes. The Lord bless you, my dear Sir; may
your last be your most comfortable and useful days!”
Mr. Foster was naturally rather reserved ; and his
observations on human nature, in an extensive sphere,
led him to be extremely cautious in forming new ac.
quaintances ; but he was steady in his attachments :—
the Rev. Mr. Newton and the Rev. Mr. Cecil were his
chosen  associates, and to them he introduced repeatedly
when in town the subject of this narrative. Through
the medium of Mr. Foster, he also became acquainted
with that justly celebrated character John Thorn-
ton, Esq. of Clapham-common; where he had the pri-
vilege of witnessing the religious order observed in his
hospitable mansion, and occasionally conducted the
devotions of the family on a Lord’s Day evening ; nor
did their acquaintance terminate with these transient
interviews, as appears from one of Mr. Thornton’s let-
ters, found among the papers of the deceased.—They
have now all finished their career; and are, no doubt,
gone to that better world, where party distinetions are
known no more, and where the friendship of kindred
souls shall be perpetuated and brought to full perfection.
Mr. Foster departed this life, May 26, 1814, aged 69
years. ' The tablet erected to his memory contains no
- eulogium, but a solemn admonition, * Brethren, the
" time is ‘shopt!” . ‘

It may not be improper to mention here an event
- which, though not interesting to the public, must have
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had a considerable influence on the private and domestic
feelings of him, the incidents of whose life are here re-
corded ; namely, the bi‘r_th of his first child, a daughter,
after having been married nearly eight years. ‘This
took place, October 17, 1766. Till that time he had been
unacquainted with some of the chief cares and pleasures
of the marriage relation. He had always shown great
fondness for children; and on more than one occasion
employed his poetic muse in lines to the memory of
some who died in infancy ; but no one, except a parent,
can realize the genuine feelings produced by such an en-
dearing relationship. Often, in familiar conversation,
did he describe the almost ecstatic pleasure he felt when
he first embraced the ‘liittl,e stranger :—but, alas ! his fu-
ture experience convinced him of the uncertain tenure
by which these enjoyments are held.

The dear delights we here enjoy,
And fondly. call our own,

Are but short favours botrow’d now,
To be repaid anon.

In the year 1767, his first publication made its ap-
pearance, under the title of  Poetic Essays They are
on the following subjeéts « Spnng “ Isaac meditat-
ing in the Fields;” « The Slght of an open Grave;” :
“In Memory of the pmus and ingenious Mrs. Rowe;”
“To a Gentleman, on. the unexpected Death of his
Son;” «“On the Death of a favourite Child;” “ An
Elegy on the Death of J. S.;” “ On the Death of
Mr. . Richard Smith, Wainsgate.”

These short poems were chiefly, if not. entirely,
written before he left Bradford. They appear to have
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been collected for circulation among a few intimate
friends, and have long been out of print. Though they

- 4#xhibit many traces of warm piety and of a contem-
'plative mind, they were considered by the author him-
self as ephemeral juvenileefforts, which he did not
think proper to make more public, either by reprint-
ing them separately or introducing any of them in his
subsequent poetic compositions. In the poem entitled
« Isaac went forth into the Fields to meditate,” the fol-
lIowing lines occur:

¢« Could I but thus my time improve,
And rise from earth to things above,
What sound instruction might I gain,
When walking in the field or plain!

¢« The ;sprea'ding trees might teach me how
The sons of grace should thrive and grow ;
Shoot forth their branches fair and green,
Whilst in the house of God they're seen.

¢ The friendly ivy twining round,
May show how saints to Christ are bound,
And how to him I ought to cleave

~ With my whole heart, and on him live.

* 4 The holly and the green-bay tree
Might kindly then admonish me: :
_Through changing seasons still to grow,
_E'en when rude storms and tempests blow. -

- % The sprightly birds that sport and play,
. And chaunt the pleasing time away,
- . Might teach my grateful heart to sing
- Perpetual songs to heaven's great King.
“ Thus in the book of nature broad,
Writ by the finger of my God,
Ho Important lessons T might learn,
S EBat AL L e Andfrantbeﬁbldlwithjoy retwn.”
5 : .
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« To the several young men belonging to the church
of Christ, at Wainsgate, grace and peace be mul-
tiplied.

« Dearly beloved in the Lord!'

« It is matter of continual joy and thankfulness to
me, that God has called you ¢ out of darkness into mar-
vellous light ;* that he has brought you out of a state of
slavery to ¢ divers lusts and pleasures,” to walk in the
paths of holiness. I think myself highly honoured that
I am entrusted with the oversight of you in the Lord.
With an affectionate, yet trembling heart, I have en-
gaged to watch for your souls, as one that must give an
account. O that I may obtain mercy of the Lord to
be faithful! But, who is sufficient for these things?
Of this, however, I can assure you, my dear brethren,
that if I fail in any point of my duty to you, it is not for
want of solicitude about your welfare.  God is my re-
cord how greatly I long after you all in the bowels of
Jesus Christ. You are inexpressibly dear to me, and
seldom absent from my waking thoughts, by night or
by day. - O my dear youths, what should I not be
willing to do, or to suffer for your advantage? I have
long had it in my heart to give you a little advice, re-
lative to some things which I cannot so freely speak
upon in public, and I flatter myself you will receive the
following hints in the spirit of love and meekness. ~ So
far as they may suit your respective cases, and appear
to you rational and scnptura.l, for love’s sake I beseech
you to pay the most serious attention to them.

“1. Let me entreat you not to slacken your dili-
: ggnce in any of the means of grace, public or private.
Beware of neglecting stated periods for reading the
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person of property, and living at no great distance from
Wainsgate, he attended as often as he could conve-
niently at the seminary, without any expence to the in-
stitution.—The most pleasing hopes and expectations
were entertained respecting him : but alas! that dread-
ful malady, the small pox, which formerly, like the
plague, spread its devastations through the country,
blasted this opening flower, and consigned him to the
gloomy mansions of the grave. He had kept up a re-
gular correspondence with his most intimate friend, Mr.
John Sutcliff. An extract from the last letter to him
seems too valuable to be consigned to oblivion.

“ DEAR BROTHER, « March 27, 1775.

“Your epistle arrived safe on the 17th March. How
do my spirits rise and my heart leap for joy whenever I
hear from you! I know by painful experience what it
is to be deprived of a friend,—a friend do I say? if
there be any term more iender, I wish to use it: a
bosom companion,—one that is dear to me as my own
soul! With what regret do I look back on the time I
have spent with you at my side !'—Often engaged in
profitable conversation, though I have to lament that on
some occasions the precious moments were misimproved,
by the introduction of trifling topics on my part, which
damped the holy flame of heavenly mindedness in your
soul, and msens1b1y brought on too hght a frame of
mind.- bt

“ The spring season is once more returned ; and this
again servés to remind me of the many delightful
walks we have had together, sometimes in the valleys
and on the hills; sometimes in the verdant meadows,
when the surface’ was all o:lxié beautiful parterre, adorned
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before that date, and that his occasional ministrationg
had met with acceptance and considerable success. The
Rev. Mr. Medley, who proved so great a blessing to
that town and neighbourhood, was invited to settle
ihere, about the close of the year; but it does not ap-
pear from the letter that the church had any knowledge
of him at that time. Mr. Joseph Walley, the writer
of it, says, “ I hope you will pray for us, and not be
reluctant in helping us. This is indeed a time of need,
and it is highly necessary that we should give ourselves
unto prayer. Last week a day was appointed for be-
wailing our sins and seeking the Lord for the restora-
tion of our gospel privileges: O that we may pray in
faith and wait with patience ! Your children (meaning
those who had received their first impressions under his
ministry) continue to evidence earnest concern about
their souls, and give diligent attendance upon the
means of grace, public and private. May the Lord
keep them, and make you an instrument of as much
good in your next visit as in your former one! Mis.
Walley joins in kindest affections to yourself and fa-
mxly, and our church to yours.
“ 1 am, dear Sir,
s Yours, in the best friendship and relation,
“ JosEPH WALLEY.”

The removal of the Rev. Mr. Medley, from Watford
td Liverpool, was, under a Divine blessing, a happy
means of dispelling the discouragements under which
the small society at Liverpool laboured, when this letter
was' written. = His' popular talents and zealous minis-
terial labours attracted the attention of multitudes, who,
thoéghthey might be first' invited by curiosity, after-
v’ﬁt& ‘became stated attendants, and many of them



JOHN FAWCETT, D.D. 189

lively, active members, and steady promoters of the cause
of Christ in that populous and flourishing town. The

at accessions to the congregation rendered it neces-
sary to make frequent enlargements in the places of
worship, which, not being sufficient to afford accommo-
dation, new ones were successively built.

- Mr. Medley, being one of the Tabernacle preachers,
application was generally made to the Yorkshire and
Lancashire ministers to supply his place during his ab-
sence, and among the rest Mr. F. frequently went to
Liverpool for that purpose. His visits and ministerial
labours were rendered useful to many. He maintained
a friendly correspondence with several of those to whom
his heart was united and who loved him as their spi-
ritual father, and some valuable materials for this work
might have been collected from the letters he addressed
to these persons (many of them then in the younger
stages of life), who were, in the best sense of the term,
‘beloved in the Lord.” 'To them he no doubt disclosed the
feelings of his mind, as a Christian and minister, com-
municating such counsels and consolations as the case
required. Of their letters to him, strikingly displaying,
(to use the language of inspiration,) the ‘love of their
espousals’ to Christ, ¢ the kindness of their youth,” when
they, as young pilgrims, went after him in the wilder-
ness;’ many are in the lfands of, the author; but the
replies, which could not fail to bring into exercise every
sentiment of Christian love, and to contain many en-
couraging expressions and admonitions, suited to the
trials with which those who are setting out in the ways
of God have to struggle, are irrecoverably lost. = They
were entrusted to. the late Captain Maine when he went
out onone of his voyages, that he might peruse them at
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“« BREARLEY HALL.
¢ INSCRIBED TO ROBERT PARKER, ESQUIRE.
“ Rure ego viventem, tu dicis in u}be beatum. Hor.

« T seize the silent hour of hastening night,
Or the still moments of the morning dawn,
Friendly to contemplation or to song;
Pensive and slow [ tread the flow'ry lawns,
Impearl’d with dew ; far from the noisy throng,
The smoky city, and tumultuous crowd,
The choicest scenes here bless my roving eyes,
- Shame my ingratitude, and stimulate
My too, too languid powers to reach the skies.
*« Here blooming nature. with her jocund smile,
Unfolds the rich profusion of her stores,
Pleasing to every sense. The freshening breeze
Comes loaded with its fragrant, precious sweets,
Gifts of Divine benignity to man.
¢ The listening ear receives the welcome sounds,
Brought by the faithful undulating air,
From the adjacent groves ; beneath whose shade
Indulgent Providence has fix'd the bounds
Of my abode, on Calder’s fertile banks,
Allotting me the task, the arduous task,
Of guiding youthful minds along the path,
The flow’ry path, of wisdom and of virtue.
May but Almighty goodness grant me skill,
By every gentle art to win the soul,
- To love and follow whatsoe’er is lovely.
“ Parker ! to you my untaught muse devotes
Her humble lay ; what gratitude inspires
In artless verse, she tries to sing, and hopes
- To gain a moment your attentive ear.

i L -

_ Yours is the sweet retreat, the rustic cell,
" For contemplation form'd, where oft I sit,

.1 Wrapt up in pleasing reveries, more blest
0 Beneath the humble ivy-cover'd shed
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The regular increase of the congregation at Wainsgate
at length convinced almost every one of the absolute ne-
cessity of a larger and mere suitable place of worship,
A plot of ground in the village of Hebdenbridge, as
~ being central, was purchased, but soon after exchanged
for another near it, in a still more convenient situation,
on which a plain, commodious building, capable of con-
taining from five to six hundred persons, was erected in
the year 1777. 'The plan of it was so much approved,
that it has been, with some slight variations, the
model followed in the numerous meeting-houses since
built throughout the neighbourhood. It was under-
taken by a few individuals of property, who advanced
the money, which, being in due time refunded, the
place was vested in the hands of trustees.

~ A printed statement was about this time drawn

up, with a view to solicit the aid of the benevolent,
stating the cn'cumstances which rendered a new erec-
tion necessary.

A few passages selected from it may not be unaccept-
able to the reader.

“ The place where we have hitherto met to worship
God was considerably too small for the congregation.
In winter it was extremely cold, and in the summer
season very uncomfortably crowded; so that persons of
delicate constitutions were' dlscouraged from attend-
ing ‘on the ‘means of grace. " As to its situation,
it 'was convenient ‘for ‘the neighbourhood for which it
was first built ; but the chief increase of the congregs-
‘tion being from another quarter, in a course of years
it was found inconvenient for the greater part of those
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another separation, without the prospect of meeting
again on this side the grave. He now commits the re.
sult of his researches to the public, with a sincere wish
that a Divine blessing may accompany them, so that
they may be in some measure mstrumental in pro-
moting and perpetuating those principles and that true
spirit of Christianity which are honourable to God and
conducive to the best interests of mankind, Amen,

Ewood Hall,
July 25,1818.
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