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MINUTES 
OF THE TWENTIETH ANNUAL MEETING OF THE 

FRANKLIN ASSOCIA.TION OF BAPTISTS, 
IIcld at the Beech Creek Meetinghouse, Shelby co. Ky. on the 20th, 21st and 

22d days of september, 1834. 

AT 11 o'clock, A. M. Bro. JOSEPH TAYLOR preached an introductory dis
course from the 20th chapter and 28th verse of our Lord's gospel by John.
"And Tlwmas answered and said unto him, My Lold and my God." 

1'he former clerk of the association being absent, bro. U. B. Chambers Wal!! 
-chosen clerk pro. tern. 

Letters from the following churches were received, read, and the messengers' 
names enrolled as follows: 

NAMES OF I 
CHURCHES. 

AND DAYR OF 
MEETING. 

MESSENGERS' NAMES. 
1 ... ; !! i I II ~ I ! 

«lta<>-\," 

'/ ~ f'," J .p 

'3d Saturday. L. B. Brown and D. Riley. 24 6 2 5 1 1 246 
SoutAB,,,, ••• , WM.HIClOlAN,J.S MAJ'OR,H.L.Foree, I 
Frankf.rt, S. M, NOEL,'" U. B. Chambers, I. Win-

4th Saturday. gate, Jas, Gibbs and H. Wingate." 6 8 1 9 6 3 247 
JII.utkof Cedar, T. WILHOIT, J. PASLEY, R. Smith and '\ 

~k :::turdaY'IJO~~ ~~':i;1I< A. M. LEWIS,,,,' JOSEPH 2 5 211 411 64 
Last Saturday. TAYLOR, I. Wilson,,, A. W. Maclin" 

I and D. Hubbell."" 7 4 7 2 158 
Buth Creek. S. JESSE, M. Scott, James Morton, J. I 

lot SundRY, Hedden and C. Ware. 40 1 '9 I 138 
Indian Fork, A. COOK, W. Christy, I. Christy'" and 

!!II Saturday. H. Bohannon. 36 3 2 5 1 4 115 
Si.£.JIlile. W. W. FORD, Jas. Ford, W. Truman, J'I I 

4th Saturday· Crook, H. M. Basket and J. W. Bon· 
durant. 68 3 \11 2 3 261 

Buffal. Lick. T. Lee, D. Connellv and G. Mitchell. 120 3 1 5 1 98 
3d Satunlay. W G h II< E RO

• h d II< N A Forb of Elkhorn'

l 
m. ra am, . IC mon, . yres 

2,1 Saturday. and W. H. Martin. 11 5 2 2 2 4 81 
",Ioullt Carln.', L. Duvall,"" W. Sandford and B. Har-

1st Saturday. rard. 1 2 1 1 
N.rth Be..... L. Sneed,"" 'V. White,1!- W. C. BLANTON. 26 4 3 3 

1st Saturday. J B I "'L P II< d G ur B U '" Z.ar.3d Saturday . art ettl • oe an . ... ar ett. 1 1 1 5 
Pig.'" F.rk, R. Scott, M. Tipton and E. Yeates. 12 1 3 2 1 

!!II Saturday. N L d'd 

44 
55 
41 
66 

.JIlount Pleasant, 0 messenger.- etter I not come I 
to hand. f' 
Donald.' 1 l' 3 1 34 

B"hel,3dSat·day. M. B. Chinn,'" S. Bryan"" and J. Mc- I 
L.blJlt¥,n, 4th Sat. Thos. Knowls and Z. Lee." /~ ~ _I~/ __ I~ 

Total. !265 44113168/26 201674 
*' Ahsent. Mini~ters' namef: in SMALL C.\.PITAL~. 



Brother James Ford wal> chosen Modcru.tor, alld brulher U. B. ChambtJrll, 
Clerk, and brother H. Buhannon, assistant clerk. 

Letcrs from corresponding associations, were received, read, and the 
Ilames of their messengers enrolled as follows: 

Elkhorn-RoBERT READ," Simeon True~ and GEORG. BLACKBURN. 
Long Run-S. 1(. SPARKS, JOII:-l HOLLA!'iD, H. Carris, John Ford and GBO. 

W.O\LLER.-
Concord-Jom. ScOTT, Cyrus Wingate'" and C. DUVALL."" 
North Bcnd-No messenger.-Letter forgotten. 
Sulphur FQrk-~o letter nor messenger. 
South District-No letter nor messenger. 
Baptist Association--Thomas Oliver, J. G. 'Vhite,'" W. L. Butts,· J. H. 

"\V.UKER, A. Herndon, C. Rigg, Richard Bi~kers, C. Lillard and A. Woods."" 
Licking-T. P. DUDLEY,Jas. Dudley and J. C. Long. 
Salem-No letter: W. CASU. 
Nort', District-No letter nor mes~enger. 
Brethren JOHN DALY, from Long Run, and R. T. DILI~\RD, from Licking, 

\leing present, were invited to seats with us. Also, all ministers belonging to 
corresponding associations, present, were invited to seatl'. 

The circular letter, prepared by U. B. Chambers, called for, read, and com
mitted to a select committee of brethren U. B. Chambers, A. Cook, W. W. 
:Ford, S. Jesse nnd H. Bohannon. 

The report of the committee, appointed, at the last session, to reviso and 
lIbridge the eOllstitution of thit; association, was called for, read, and referred 
to the committee of arrangements. 

Brethren to write letters to corresponding associations were appointed. 
The committee of arrangement was appointed, consisting of brethren Isaac 

Wingate and Wm. Hickman, with the Moderator and Clerk. 
The following brethren were appointed to preach on Lord's day, to wit: R. 

T. Dillard, Thos. P. Dudley and John Scott; preaching to commence at 10 
o'clock, A. 1\1. 'J'he association thon ndjourncd to meet on Monday at 0 
u'cIock, A. M, 

Sunday, Scptcmbtr 21. 

At ten o'clock, A. 1\1. bro. Juhn Scott opened the services of the day. He 
preached from Psalm 96, 1. Bro. R. T. Dillard succeeded him, and preached 
from Mat. 24, 14. And bro. T. P. Dudley followed, and preached from Heb. 
3, 1. The exercises were then closed by bro. John Dale, by singing Ilnd 
prayer. The congregation was unusually large, nttentive and orderly. 

JVollday, Scptember 22. 

The alisociation mot according to adjournment. Prayer and praise by bro. 
Dudley. 

The report of the committee, to whom was referred the circular letter, was 
called for, and the letter was reported without amendment, except the change 
of two words relating to phraseology; it was again read, and adopted with 
one dissenting voice. 

The next meeting of the association to be held at the Forks of Elkhorn, 
Franklin county, Ky. commencing on the 3d Saturday in September, 1835. 

Letters to corresponding Ilssociations were reported, rend, and messengers 
appointed to bear them as follows: 

Elkhorn-John Taylor. A. C()()k. S . .Tc~cf'. P. n. Chnmhcr~ . .la" Ford, .T. 
f'.. ;\[aj())". H. T •. Fflr('~. . 



Long Run-:::hulluel Jesse, U. B. C;,umucrs, Will. llil:klUUIIl, D. Ri!ey uud 
James Gibbs. 

Concord-Tobias Wilhoit, Isaac Wingate, B. Harrard, Juhn Taylor and 
W. H. Blanton. 

North Bend-John Taylor, T. Wilhoit and J. S. l\lajor. 
Sulphur Forlr-
South Diatrict--S Jcsse and D. Rilev. 
Baptist-Moses Tipton, H.L. l~oree, S. Jesse, U. B. C.ambers, Jus. Gihb~, 

L. Brown, W. C. Blanton, W. I-I. Martin, Daniel Ri!ey, W. W. l~ord <tnd E. 
Yeates. 

Lickillg-W. W. Ford, J. S. Major, T. Wilhoit, Jas. GihLs, U. B. Chambers. 
Salem-D,lniel Riley, U. B. Chambers, J. S. Major and \'If. W. Ford. 
North Di~trict-John Taylor. 
The report of the committee appointed at the last session, to revise and 

abridge t4e constitution of this association, was called for, rcad by scction, 
amendments offered and discussed, and the report of the committee finally 
adopted, by a vote of twenty-sevcn to five, the word "treasurer," in the second 
article, having been stricken out, and the word "Lord's day~~ inserted in the 
sixth section, in the place of the word "Sabbath." 

Voted, that the said constitution be printed with the minutes, and entered 
on the records of the association. 

Brother n.::nry Bohannon was appointed to write the next circular. Bro
\Vm. Hickman was appointed to preach the next introductory, and brother 
Abraham Cook, in case of his failure. 

Brother H. M. Basket, James Ford and U. B. Chambers, were appointed a 
committee to attend to the printing and distribution of the minutes. 

The association then adjourned. Praise and prayer by Lro. J. 1-1. Walker • 

URIEL B. CHAMBERS, Clk. 
.JAMES FORD, lUod. 

Circular Letter. 

The Franklin ASg()ciation oj Baptists, to its constituent CltUtcl,es, affection
ately greeting, sendetl, cltristian salutatioll . 

BELOVED BRETnRm~':-W~ livein an age, which many prophets and kings 
and holy men of God have desired to Eee. We live at a period, when th~~ light 
of the gospel, unobstructed by civil powcr, encircles and over~preads the land 
in which we dwell. We live in a country, and amongst a people, signally fa
voured of the Lord. Weare crowned with Heaven's choicest blessinrrs. A 
government blooming forth the beauties and sweets of civil and rcligious 
liberty; a soil pl'e-eminently prolific in the resources of husbandry and good 
Jiving; a climate unsurpassed by temperature and salubrity; a society, pros
perous and thriving, stored with literature, and embellished with social refine
!Dent ;-all these are ours. The gospel of Christ, rich in mercy and abound-
109 with promises, the offspring of Heaven, is ours. The Spirit of all grace, 
administering reproof to the wicked, and consolation to the pilgrim traveller, 
is ours. Every blessing congenial with the happiness, both present and future, 
ofa sinful, fallen race, seems to be ours. Nothing that would contribute es
sentially to the welI bcing of either faint or sinner, in time or ctcrnit,". allpears 
1(> he withhcl.l frnl11l1~. - , 



6 
'l'lIl;:;o,"l.n-cthrclJ, are the Llc:'sillg:; with which Heavell ha:; fuvuured U~, and 

1he conuition in which the Lord 0111' law-giver has placed us. Let us, 
theIl, for a moment, while recounting the goodness of God towards us, consider 
the relation we bear to him; the responsibility we are under; and the return 
of course w hieh he requires at our hands. He is our l\Iaker, our Preserver and 
our Redeemer; :!.e l1ulhor of every good that we enjoy. He, therefore, requires 
us to love and to serve him with singleness of heart, and to show forth by our -
works the evidences of GUl' love proportionably to the opportunities he has giv
en us. This req nisition he has most strikingly illustrated, by the parable of a 
man tra..-elling into a fell' country, who called his own se!'vants, and'delivered 
unto them his goods; to one five talents, to another two, and to another one; 
and required of everyone an improvement thereon, aceording to his several 
ability, To us, thus highly favoured, as we are, the Lord has committed many 
talents, and the improvement to be made thereon he requires to be proportioned 
to the magnitude of the trust, lIe has informed tiS, that,ordinariarily, the 
church is considered by him, as the salt of the earth; as a candle that giveth 
light f!o all around; and as a city set on an hill that cannot be hid. And in 
the word of truth, which he has bequeathed to us by his spirit, for our guide 
and instruction, he has informed us, in many places, of the nature and char
acter oftne work in which he requires us to be eno-aged. We are a~monished, 
1I0t to forsake the assembling of ourselves togethe;; not to be slothful in busi
ness, but to be fervent in sp.irit, serving the Lord; continuillg instant in 
ptay e1'; distributil!g to the neceEsity of the saints, given to hospitality. To 
the ministers of the gospel, called and qualifbd by his Spirit, to act as ambas
bassadors for God, he has given the command, "Go ye into all the world- and 
preach the gospel to every creature." This is a broad command, yet it issues 
as the behest of the Most High. It must be obeyed. Nor is it unaccompan
ied by promise, The day, as we are informed, shall roll on when they that 
sow in tears shall reap in joy; when they shull return with rejoicing, bringing 
their liheaves with them; when the knowledge of God shall encircle the whole 
earth; when all shalllmow the Lord from the least to the greatest; w hen the 
heathen shall be given to the Son for his inheritance; and when EthiopiR 
shall stretch forth her hand unto God, All these arc promises, issuing from 
the throne of heavell, And to effect the mighty work, necessary to produce 
results like the~e, the ::luviour, b~forehis depmture, consoled his disciples 
with the promise, that he would send to their aid the Camforter, who should 
abide with them forever, and whose. province it shOUld be, to reprove the world 
of sin; to comfort V-e saints; and to give efficacy to the word preached, the 
sword of the Spirit. Here, then, is a glorious achievement promised, in which 
the ministers are called to act a prominent part. NOI' are the churches exempt 
from sharing, undel' God, in the g!ory of its accomplishment. Indeed, many 
are their privileges, and weighty are their responsibilities. The ministers, 
\Vhile they go fOith weeping, must he sustained. The labourel' is worthy of 
his hire. His domestic wants, and the wants of his fiunily must be supplied. 
Nothing, is more clearly enforced in the scriptures,_nor more deeply rooted in 
the principles of justice and reason than this,-not in reference to the 
:>lothful and indolent servant,- do we here speak; but in regard tG those, who 
labor constantly ill the cause of their divine Master. Nor do the duties and 
privileges of the churches stop here. They arc wide as the world, and durable 
as time itFelf: The throne of grace must unceasingly be invoked, while union 
of elfort, in view of the exertion ()f multiplied strength, must be brought into 
requisition. For prayer is the medium appointed of heaven, througIa which 
alone Gorll:esto\\"s his fayour". ~ The hem·t!ef:F, lukewarm, forma! and prayer
.1"_,,, '-hnr..}l "hllul<\ ('''pcr-t no bl':F,ing:_ The f":,i:-it i~ pl'OIni,cd to them, and 



them only, who ask God for it. When Zion travails, and then only, shall she 
bring forth sons and daughters unto God. How constantly a~d fervently, 
then, should the prayers of the churches go forth to the throll" ot heaven fOI" 
thecollversion of their neighbours, their friends, their children, and of the world 
univetsally. With what anxious expectation and longing solicitude, should 
they unceasingly, while unitedly engaged in disch.arging the duties of benel'
olence enjoined on them by the scriptures, in view of contributing, illstrurnea· 
tally, to the accomplishment of these ends, pour forth their souls in prayer ttl 
heaven with the cry, "Thy ldngdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is 
heaven." When a church is thus impressed and thus exerci;;.~d, it is author
ized to reach forth the hand offaith, strong as an anchor to the sou I, both sure 
and steadfast, taking hold of the promises of heaven. It is then that we may 
confidently expect, that God will open the windows of heaven, and pour out a 
blessing so copiously, that there will not be rO<Jm to contain it. Such are the 
promises given· us on the records of divine inspiration. Such have been the 
evidences given the churches, in all ages, of the willingness of their heaven
ly Father, to bless them, when properly exercised. And such, we rejcice to 
hear, are the evidences which have recently been poured out, in rich profu
sion, on a number of the neighbouring churches. Ministers have been arous
ed from lethargy and inaction, into spirituat iife,--the churches have been 
humbled in the dust, confessing their sins to God and to one another, and deeply 
agonizing in prayer, before the throne of heaven, for a blessing on themselves 
and their neighbors. The consequence is, that like Jacob of old, who wres
tled with God, they have prevailed-the Lord has heard their prayerll, and shed 
forth the beams of his countenance reconciled on them. Their graces have 
been quiekened-sinners have been born unto God-the wave of salvation 
has been rolling triumphantly onward-and the songs of Zion have been great. 
ly multiplied in the courts of heaven below. 

And though all the churches have not shared equally, and indeed, at all, of 
these recent blessings, yet we are persuaded, brethren, that the fault does not 
rest with God. The faultassllredly, in some way or other, lies in the churches. 
Either spiritual life, proportioned to the blessings enjoyed, is wanting, or 
there lies hidden among the members some Achan that is offensive to God. 
For he has declared, he is ever willing aQ,d ready to bless his people. 

Nor can it be justly urged, as an. apology for lukewarmness and inaction in 
the church of Christ, that God is able to do his own work, and will carry it on 
in spite of all opposition. Such an apology, in the great day of accounts, wiII 
doubtless be unavailing. Though it is true, that God is able to perform his 
own work, he has, nevertheless, assigned 10 his people, a work for them to do. 
And so surely as he has ordained the ends he designs to accomplish, so surely 
has he also ordained the means by which he intends to accomplish those ends .. 
And so certainly as he has ordained the means, so certainly will he fulfil his 
promise, to bless his people, when they shall be found engaged, with an ac
ceptable spirit, in the use of the trust reposed with them. 

Nevertheless, beloved brethren, all depends on the pleasure of our hea venly 
Father. Without his spiritual presence, we can do nothincr profitably. Though 
it is the duty of the ministers of the gospel, to warn men e~ery where to repent 
and believe j and though it is the duty of all men every where tl) do so j and 
tho~gh it is the duty of the churches, to pray unceasingly, "Thy kingdom 
com'e j"-yet if these duties and services are not rendered with an acceptable 
reliance on the arm of heaven, all will be vain and unprofitable. FOl' Paul 
may plant and Apo\lo~ may water, b1\t it is Goel alone that can giyc the in
crease. 



s 
Piually, brethren, we commit and commend you to God, and to the word 

of his grace. Put on the whole armour of God, praying always, with all prayer 
and supplication in the spirit, that the blessing of heaven may re. .. t upon you, 
and cause your path to shiue brighter and brighter even unto the perfect 
day. Farewell. 

CODsti'tutiOIl. 
\V e believe it to be useful for Baptist churches annually to assemble in USG

oiation, to advise in such mailers as may be deemed necessary, but in no.case 
to auume any higher authority than an advisary council-that all bus.iness 
of a church natur~ ougbt to be settled by the churches: Therefore, 

1. This association shall be called by the name of the FRANKLIN BAPTIST 
AsSOCI.4.TIOY, and shall consist of delegates from such Baptist Churches as 
now compose it as a body, and such others as may hereafter be admitted as 
members. 

2. The officers of the Associlltion shall consist of a Moderator, and a Clerk, 
to be chosen by pl'ivate ballot at each annual session. 

3. At each meeting of the Association, t:le Moderator and Clerk, who acted 
at the last session, shall continue to act until others be chosen in their stead. 

4. At each annual meeting of the Association, the churches composing it as 
a body, shall each send up by its delegates a letter containing a briefstatement 
of the condition of the church of which the delegates are members. 

6. The Af".sociation may receive into and dismiss a church or churches from 
its union, and when'1Ifiy .... h .. .a".eh· ·sh'" ffl¥iQ!!!e dli_W!r.;IJljrurractice 
or heretical in dictrine, may drop them from its· umon. - . 

6. We believe in the divine inspiration orthe scriptures of the Old and' New 
Testaments, as the complete and infallible rule of faith and practice, and that 
they teach the unity of God and the existence of three equal persons in the 
Godhead, the }<'ather, the Son, and the Holy Ghost: the total depra\,ity of all 
mankind in consequence of the fall of our first parents, and their consequent 
just condemnation; eternal, personal, and unconditional election; atonement 
for sin by the death of Jesus Christ, and its-special relation to the sins of the 
clect; effectual, calling and regeneration by the_ imm~diate influence of the 
Holy Spirit; justification by the righteousness of God in Jesu~ Christ received 
by faith; Christian Baptism, that is, the immersion of beJievcrs only in the 
name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost; the divine 9bliga
tion to reliaiously observe the Lord's day and to maintain the worship of GO(} 
in public a~d in private; the perseverance of the .saints; the r~surrectlon _~f 
the body and general judgment; the endless happmess of the rIghteous, anlT 
the endless misery of the wicked; and the obligation of every intelligent crea
ture to love God supremely, to believe what God says, and practice what God 
commands. . 

7. In cases of importance the Moderator with the con sept .of two churcbes, 
may call the Association together, who when thus called and assembled, shall 
possess all the powers which appertain to that body at its annual meetin~s. 

B. This Association shall be held alternately on the north and south 81~e or 
the Kentucky river, except for good cause shown, it may be continued two 
years in succession on either side thereof. 

9. This constitution may be altered, amended, or abolished at an.y time when 
a majority of two thirds of the members pre Bent shall conc.ur therem. 
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