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FRAN,K~if ASSOCIATION OF BAPTISTS; 
-"':: \, .. ,. :t'-' , . ," • 

Held at 1!~aJelort"onthe First J1Irmday in' bs~tc:r823. 
~, ;;. , . "::"'--' . .". . ~ 

'I ,'\I" r"? ' 

AT 11 b'~lot\ftlde~ Jolm Taylor delivered It sermon lntro .. 
tluctor1t(o theJtJ~sinesR of the as'sQciation,fl'um sd chap. aIH16th 
vel'8e otthc aeh!' oUlle A}lo~tlcs. "Then Peter said, ~i\vel' and \, 
,Gol~ ba.ve I nOlle; but such as I have give I unto thee." , 

After "It,iell the 'messengers from sixteen Chutc4cs assemb.led ,. 
ahd their letteJ'1Jwer~ reeeired and read .. 

ME'SSengel's' ~nroUt'd as follows: 
, '" , .. ' -' . 

11~1' I i , .!1 r·o.. ' ::s 
CHURCHES. MESSENGERS' N.!MfES • • -:;- >.~(: 'B ,1'1 

~ ., .0" ~,~ '''' -;:; 
.!:lb!o''': "'';; Q) -a ... ·u ~·E ul'" '" "1....... <:... j.~ to< 4> :! . ,,' c::,::z:: ;::::,'::: --.::;,!l. 

,s·outl. Reuson. wm;;ru;;ma'n, .To~~~J.~ -,-r'""",-'-l-c-
Ball Riwr. John Penny. sem. G. Vl1ard, J."h~ Pen- I I J 

,l{ope-.velL 
Go.llen, ':' 

";rranklort~" , 

jor, amI G, Brown. 'l' .), 2· , ~1 41' 1 103 

ny •. J. Cummills lIn,ll'et('r'Rigg. ! 1, 2; 1 2 1 2!p 
.Jesse Graddy. Wm. l)arl':\! d .J. Gl:'utcher.: 1~ 1/: " 1 SO 

, W. W •.. Penny and Joel :l!ckers. . I, 6: 11: 2 7:1, 
• .1\1. Noel. P. Clay •. J. UlldIe)" James . I' 

Git>bs and W. Trotter. 7 4] B 2 61, 
~o. 01 Cedar c. T." iIhoit, M. H. Hawkins and A. Ro- I ~ '. I 

gcrs," . . 1 .41 S:; 
Grier', creek. ..lcs8e"n. Jesse, and W. D.Yollrg , 18 2 ,.j! 
Mount Pleasa_e.' . Cah·el't, A. White and.T. Olivtr. 2, 6 5 2 oJ 
.B.wc~ nm . Taylor, J. Boulware, J. Price, J. Wil· I " " 

son a11d B. 'ra} lor. . 1 6~ 
Beech creek E. Yeates, R. 8tio118, W. W~ and Hen- • 0> 

ry Cal·iss.· 5, 2 4, 6J 1 170 
buliq.n lork A. CO'lk, A. n'lbannon, Israel Chrislie I I 

and W. Christie. 2 2 12 4 lSJ 
Six mile 

·1Jl/ff tJloe Lick 

For1rs "1 'F:llchQrn 
Mo, 01 Elkho"n 
/!oin' PkruQllt ' 

.I. Pord~ W. W. Fcrd, S. 0. Robison and! I 1 
G. 1'. Harnev. . ' 611 5 209 

W. G. Webbe,,, ~i. Basket and E. Thomp- I 

3 1 71j2' 1 :: 

1 1 9 9.1 

" 

H 
11 

833 5.691911153~ 

, so~~ . 
George Williams. SI Bulls,:l. Crossfield 

amI H. Pnppom. 
W. Samnel. W. Graham snll C. Blanton, 
'ohn Bartlelt. ' 
lohn G'reenand John Harrod. 
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'rhe association then proce,eded to tile clIO ice of a Moderator 
and CYI1I'k; Eldcr S. l\1. NOE.L was chosen Moderator, and 
BENJ. TAYLOR Clel'k. 

The Chul'ch at Point Pleasant applied for admission, but the 
association not boing ,unanimous, t1w:y were not receired. 

L~tteJ's 'from associ,anons with whom we correspond, wer~ 
.'ecetved, read and theu' messengers took theil' seats with us alJ 
follows, viz: 

Ji't'om Elkhom-L.Sullivan, J. Creatll and Wm. Rice. 
Long ]lun-S. r.r. TOllcray and J. Metcalf. 
L'icl;ing-A. Dudley and H. Tolel' . 
• i\·ortlt .l)istJict-Benj. navis. 
ConcOl'd-lsaac Mater, and 'Vm- Tandy • 
.sOtttlt District-Thomas Dervman. 
Salem-'I'. P. Marshan and'A. Lc\y,js. 
The Circular Letter called ior anI] read,l'eferrcd to 111'etllrea 

W. J. W. Ii'ord, J. Penny scn. A. Cook, J. Ford and W' T. 
Webber. 

Brethren aplminted to write lctters of correspondence to the 
'8e,'eral Associations. 

'rhe Moderator and Clerk appointed a committee to arrange 
the business for to-morrow. 

AdjoUl'ned until to-morl'ow 8 o'clock. 
SATURDAY, AUCUST Sd, 1825. 

~rhe Association met aud after praise and prayer proceeded to 
business. 

The report of tbe committee of arrangement read and adopted. 
Elder W. Rash and Elder S. '1'. 'l'ollcray apl)Ointed topl'cach 

',:to day. 
'l'he Circular Letter'l'pad, amel1(led and adopted. 
'rhe committee aPllointed to lll'esent to the Association,.a con­

stitution or a modification of tbe IlJ"esent one, made a repOl't, I'e­
·commeYlding an amendment, by adding' to the 2d article, after 
the word "Scriptul'e" as explained at large in the lla]ltist Con­
fession of Faith, adopted by tilt" 11hiladt'lphia Association on the 
·2~th Sel~tember 1742, hut we .10 not rrcei\'e. the Slst al1:icle 
whicll l'esJlects the "laying on of hands &c." nor do we receive 
so much of the sd and 5th articles or any other as may be con­
.strned to make God the cause OJ' author of srn, which after dis­
cussion was adop~ed,as a part of the constitution, 

They also recommended to strike out of the con'5titution, the 
4th article thereof, which was conrUJ'rl'd in. 

Brethrenl :P. Clay: J obo fenny and J ames .Ford~ .appointed t~ 
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procure by 9ubgcripfion, the pl'iuting of the Philtdelphia COI1:~ 
i'ession of !,'aith. 

'fhe next Association to be held at Beach CM'ek Meeting 
House, Sbelby county. on the first Saturda.,y in August 1824. 

Corrosponding letters read, approved, and messengers ap. 
pointed to hear them as· follows. 

To Elkhorn-S. Jesse, J. Taylor, ·W. Darr and B. 'raylor. 
Lon.!5 Ilun-A Conk, S. M. Noel, J. Taylor, W. Hickman 

1r. M. Basl.et and P. ('Jay. . 
.. Vortlt Bend-.T. Ta~·inl' amI S. M; Noel. 
Licking-J. l")enIlY; S, JC'sse, J. Taylor, W. Penny, T. 

D"Oulwal'e, C. Lillard, ~. M. Noel, R. Jc~e, W. D.,Young, J. 
Dudley and P. Clay. ' 

Union-Po Clay. 
Norllt Dist,·ict-J, Taylor,.P. Clay, S. Jesse and E. Yates .. 
South lJistrict ...... G. Williams. J. Crosfield and S. Butts. ~. 
Concord--A. Bohannon, C. Blanton,. S. M. Nuel, J. Tay .. j' 

Jor, A.. Couk and 'l', Wilhoit. 
Sl!lem-G. T. Barnv; M. Basket and W. Christie. 

Eldel' J. Taylor appointed to \\I'it~ the next Cu'culal' Letter. 
Elder S. M. N 1Ie1 appClintcd til Jll'each tile ncxt introductory 

sermon· and in case of failu)'e Elllel' T. BoulwRI'(> •. 
Elders A. Dudlt'y, S. T, TIJl'lnay alld W. Uash al'foinlrd to. 

preach·to-mol'row to ('omm(''1f'C at 1 0 ,,'dock. in the house (If 
Puhlic Worship, and.Elders II. Tolcr, 1). S. :Fall and J. Cl'eath 
to preach in the ISLa~,c HOllse. 

~lder J. Sharkll'fol'd I'eqllestl'dto preach in tI.e house of Pob­
lit Wot/ihi}), this evening at fhe o'duck. 

'I'bl: question of )'eceiy.ing the chu):dl at Point PI~asallt, I'c" 
considered, and the church was I1l1allimously rrceived. 

'fhe Clerk and P. Clay, appointed to slIl'elintellll the printill':; 
of the minutes. 

Lnrd's day-at the· bOllse of llllblic w!lJ'ship. in the morning 
elt!el' Abrose Dudley preached to a very large ami attcntive au­
dience. 

At lIo.on elder ,V. Ra<fll prcarhed at the same plnce, allll in the 
afterncnll eldel' S. T. 'l'()ncray-~Iclrl' P. S. Fa:1 lll"eaehed at 
the state house in the forc'IICloll-in tlw aftel'nOlllJ ellle\' U. 'l'u­
laf'prrached at theilame 1)laee, a. Ci'owded audience attended. 

ftgrced to adjoul'JI. ' 
S. )1. NOEL, ."'[tJd'r. 

DEN. TATMlt, Clerk. 
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'dIE cONs.rruTloN Of Franklin .I1ssoci4tio'IJ, adopfed at I 

south Renso~, 1st F1'iday in. .Il~'gu.~f, 1819, I1.ndamendecl at ' 
Frankfort, 1st Friday in .Ilugttsi, 1823, ' 

, ARTICLl!: I, 
~ '\YE,"hclicve it to be useful 1'111' Baptist chllrclt.e!!, annually to 
:tssemblc in' associatbn to t1d~'ise in suell matters.as lRay be 
deemed llecessRl'y-but. in no Case to asslime higher au~hority 
tban ana!l"islll'Y council. fl'helieful'c, ~Imt all business "of a 
chin'clt nature, ought to he settled !Jy the churches. I,. 
, .~ , ARTICLI~ II. 

'W (I believe tllll"bilJle to btl of dh'illC alithoritV'. alll1 that there, 
are till'l'e pel'sol1aIities in the God-hcmi, . We belieyc ill aJt tlu~ 

~.i doctl,tncs M sovel'eign gracc9 as set fOl,th 'In;the Eft:riptUl'es, and ~ • 
a~; explained, at large.; in the Baptist COIlf'essiol! of Faith, adop-
ted 'by the Philadelilhia Associatiun, on 'the 25th of 8eptembel', 

,ill tb~ year 17 4'!-'-But we dn not l',eceiv'e th6.:I1] !:It article, whid, \ 
if-dates to "layi!lg' un of hands" upon all baptised pel'slllls. ~c,­
Nor do we recrive so much oft.he sd and 5th articles (01' chap-
ttll's) 01' any othcl', as may be constl'lIcdto make Goll the- callse 
or author of sin. 

ARTICl .. E Ill. 
'TIIC Afisoei~\tion may receive into, or dismiss lit· cbtirch olft 

dmrehes from thpil' uilion~~ml wilen any church slaall becom,& 
K disorderly in }lra(~tice, or het'etical in doctrine,; may,;.. drop them l' 
~, from their union. ' 

• ARTICLE. IV. , I 

This Association sllaH be hdd altcl'nately on the Ml'th atul 
south side of tile Kentucky rivcr~ except fol' good cause shcwn. 
it may be oontinued for two years in sllccession on either side 
the.reof. .'~. 'I 

'. ARTICLE, Y, . 
This ConstitlltiOli llIay be aIte.retl, al,llI'11I1etl or abolished at a· 

ny time; w.h,en a n:aj~I'it,~oft\Vo thil'dS''Of the members 111'0sen\ 
shan concur thcrem. "5 I'. 

THE :l'RANKLIN ASSOCIATION-TO THE CBll'CRE& COlUPOSlidl., 

TIlE SA.ME. 
BELOVF:n BRETliRgN, .• 

Through the goodness of God,·~ han been pel'm1tted . 
t a:;r,in to meet in an associatetl'callacity"':'in regard to what bu­
.:~., sinf's~ fUld 110\\7" tJ'alls~rted, \ve J"('fcr you to our luinutes. 
,y As it is common fUI' WI to addl'l'S I jlin by cil'clllal', we sllall 

offeI' YOII a few I'tllMl'ks 0:1 til(' Rullject of the bclicYPI's IIllion to 
(~hi+:t; :~S tl;c fm:ntiatjtJn ,c~' his pl'~\cticE', ,hope :lll~l !lC~'~~\'erc-
<l"~O 'II "let.V onJ tl"l" '"o"l'r'''ss 1'1") 1"11'1')'.'''''''''- , ... ;J.,. "'-'-'" .-.-
4 • .a ... ""'.. 1.1 ''11'"- ... :~ b .:.~.:~:': ... ~- ). '., :111' ., .. ~~.! 
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tha.t which, is t& rome. , We arc of opiniOli-that 'U,'eti'tit.ts doco 
trine of 'the churoh'smystical union to Christ, more distinctly 

, consillerell, more pal'ticulaJ'ly rxplained, !\lId'mOl'c fl'equClIltly , 
insisted upon, ,imprOl'ed ami appJied fl'om the pulpit tbn it is, it , 
would be a Jll'olmhle' means to cherk the gl'owth of' mallY crrors, ; 
whieh seern to pl'e~ ait among us, and to gi \'e meu a dcen~ I 
Scnse of tim necessity of experimental vital pidy. ill ol'der to,8. 

" well-gt'ounded hope ,of the favoll1' orGod. Anti altho:l,c;-'I we a.re 
ready 'tocoilfess thl~ natur68rthc mysticai 1I11iOli 1J,·t,,,-c','n (: hl'lst', ", 
and his membtws is h'ltl, sublime and by us inrolnp:'i']I!'nsihle, 

,~ yet we have abundant reason to desirc a plain aliI! fa:niliar vicw' 
);, of this dqt;trinc as it is l'e\'l'aled in the sacred s::i'iptures. lst. 

We shaUthereforc attcmpt to giyc you a 1)I'il'f statf'mf'.lIt of vae 
rious representations oHhis IInion In the Will'" of Gnu. And 

. 2ndly. Take some notice of tile nahu'eand influence that such 
an union must ncccssal,j)y have on the minds of those" ho are 
the happy subjccts thereof. irItis union is l'ep!'c!'Ocntcrl in the 
srriptul'cs by the .stl'ongcstexpl'c~:;ilms that I:ura<\u hln;';-llar;e 
em admit, and cycn compared to the union urlw('cn God the fa­
ther and God the Son. This union is f.·eq acntiy rqJrcscllfetl in 
scriptm'e hy, lively metaphocs, such as the Ullion of a \"ifie and 
its branehl's; I am thc'vinc yc al'e the bl'anche~, h(' th'lt al-iileth 

,in me and I in him. thc same bl'ingeth rOl,th mach fi't/it,fol' w~th- 1 

out me yc can do nothing •. It is compared c-, the'1!l1ioll ot' 1\ buil­
ding, whereof Clll'ist is the foundati()Ji Ol' c!a:d CO;'l)eI' stolle; . 
thus we iniglit add that this uni,'n is somdimcs l'rpt'rsrl~tcd in 
SCI'iptUl'C by an identity 01' sameness of fiP!l'it!j' he that i~ .ioined 
to the Lord is one spil'it. It is 2oltio t'Cpl't'senteu by an identity 
of bOdy ; f<rr'as the IJOoy is OIlC, am] hath many mellllic!',<;. :md 
nIl the members of'that budy heillg many, arc one body; so also 
is Christ, now ye arc thc body of C111'ist, aur! ifl<'Hlbej';; ill Jlar- ' 
ticulal'. It is fUl'tllcr rcpl'csclItcd by CllI'ist himsC'lf as an irJen., 
tity of intcl'l'st, vCl'iiy I say onto you inasmuch as ye Ilavc d'm~ , 
it'unto one of the least of the-se mv 'bretlu'cn, y~~ 1;;:\'(' dnnc it 
unto me. Chl'ist hlld believe!'!; have ~lIe COmmGll i:lt;I'~l" I aSI:l'lId 
unto my father and YOIII' fathcl', and to my God ;tr.d YOlll' God; 
they have one common inhcl'itance, hl'il'S or God alld joint hell'S 
with ·Cht-ist-and tlIt'Y have olle com:noll rLlre of ct~l'llal reRi!'l 
dcnc~, and if I goalHI i)rej!al'c a Flare 1'01' .v":~' i will come again 
and will l'eceh'e you unto myr>df, {ilar WhCl'C I am tltcre ye may 
be aJso~ From this brief' and g"'llel'al viC'.\' of L;c sCl'iptnraJ rr.-p­
l'est'nh)tion of the belit'vci's \llii~;n ",ttL ~~:!I'>;L ':, l' slialll1(Jw 
dear urethl'ell" notjee althoug'h Y~'l'y lr;\':~:: th:, ;;t:>;I';' awl eon"'. 
sequences or this union, ',it is TintaH e~;s""tia! (il' i;l'~:;::,!l ulian. 

~~l - ~-:"H" in thC:GolU~t,\d is CSlic.~ltia], i.l:~ union' 
~;' /' I 
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ortlle d~v~,and hurnan natUl'e in Christ is personal. But it 
would be absurd to suppose eithel' of those kinds of union in th& 
cue hl,fore us; should we sUJl}lllse the formel', we should ath'i­
bute dif"ine perfectiofls to OUl'geh'e-s ; should we suppose the lat ... 
tel', we slJoultl malw oUl'seln's joint mcdiators of the covenant 
with .. thc glOl'iolls redeemer, b"tll of wllich arc too profane to find 
admission into our minds, ,V c al'e to I'cmembe.r that oUl'-nnion 
is to him, who is by the right hand of God exaltcd. and who is 

~ .. _t down on the right lJand of the majesty on high; these things 
"t: Jieed not be itl&isted on, the mel'e l,roposillg of them coml,elK 
'i yout' assent. We must fUl,thcl' observe to you that this is a spi· 
~ 'f ritual union, such an ullion WhCl'{\by being joined to the Lard 
,;;: We arc one spirit with him by which we lnay nndel'stand that· 

belie\'cl's partakc of the same didne spirit, and the same divine-· 
Influences and operatiuns with theil' blesscd mediatOl' and m'as­
ter (this differcnccbcing excepted.) that they h;wc only lower 
degrees of the divinc commullieatiolls; but to him God,gil'eth 
not thc spirit by measurc, we partakc .,fthe rayftt he of. tJJefull 
SUII of,divine light and r;racc, Believcl's thCl'd'ore' by this un­
ion have allllccdful slipplies of p.race treasured, 111' for them 
in Christ; in- which I'cspect it is said all things are thcir's;.for. 
they al'e Chri'lt's and Chris~ i'l God~s, In Christ are hid all the- . 
tre~lI-l'cs of wisdoDlll.lld knowledge, and we arc c()Dlplct.e in hIm.: 
Who is the head of' an rrhlcipality and powel', by which meallll~ 
believcl's are blessed with all spiritual blrssings in heavenly pla­
ces in Christ Jesus, and by being joined to the L(,rd are one· 
spirit with him, ~I'hey have the same mind in thrm which was 
in Cbrist Jesus; they ha\'c the int<'l'est (If the J'edeemer's king­
dom at heal't as their 0\\'11 intcl'c:.;t. they havc theil' wills in some' 
measure subjected to th0 will of Chl'ist, and art) cal'efully en· 
dea\'oringto walk even as he walked, to make him theil' exam· 
llie in the l'cgulatiori of thei .. affections, appetitcs, passions, ami 
of their whole conduct ami COll\'cl'sa.tion, He that thus kecpeth 
bis commandments tlwelleth ill CIH'ist and C!lI'ist in him, and 
llcl'd,y we know that he abideth in llS by the spit'it which he hath 
given us, but hc that hath nllt thus thc spil'it of Christ is nOlle ot" 
his; tfl explain how this union is accomplishcd wouhi exceed 
the usual limits of a circular lettel'. We shall t11crcf'orc comet!» 
a'c1o&e by obsel'ving that this union is cffo)ctc(l by God's ever­
lasting Jove as the modng cause, by th~ holy spil'its inducihle 
I,owel' as thp, efficient cause, by Christ's vic.U'ious o\}ediencea..'i 
the mc1'itorious cause, and by faith all the illstI'umenta! ('a;use. 
Vain thcl'cf()l'~ arc their pl'c-Iencps, allIl they have but a delusive 
and d~stI'lIctil'e hope, \vho ascl'iuc all the changes in C()Il\'cl'sion 
to the cxercise of Ollr own natul'n:II\"I"'~ £'. " -
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·of an olive tree flourish without tlle root, !!ure we rannot bear 
the root, but the root must berr us, and W~ mU!lt therefore be 
gl'afted in if we would partake oftbe root and fatness of the o]i"e 
tree, for until he qukkcns us we arc dead in tl'r.sll8.S$6S and sins. 
'Our communion with God doth likewise wholly depend upon our 
union to Jesus Ch~ist; would we be humbled and abased before 
God, we . must Jearn of Christ to be meek and lowly-of heart; 
would we have 'our affections placed on things abO\'c, we must 
J'cmember that we arc dead ami that our life is hid wilh Christ 
in God. Would we-"llJoy tbe raJ'ncst of the future inhe~itanoe~ 
it must be by OUI' believing in him, that we are scaled WIth that 
boly spirit of promise, which is the eal'nest of our inlu'ritance ; 
'Would we have joy and pracc in believing. we must rcjoice in' 
Christ Jeslls~ lIavillg no confidence in the firsh. Deal' Brethren 
labour to evidence YOUl' union to CllI'ist by ha\'ing your heat'ts ~, 
purifie,d by faith, and YOllr affectiolls slliritual and hcavcnly~ 
longing aftcr a life of n~al'(W commul~illn with him; ardently desi­
,ring to be more spiritual in yom' thoughts, more heavenly in 
your conversation, and mOl'e careful of yom' respective duties 
both towal'ds God and man, then may you know that Christ abi .. 
,deth in you and YOIl in him: in that you bring forth much fl'uit~ 
and as a further evidence of yOlll' union to Christ, love OT!e an­
other with a pure heal't fcr\7cntly, put away all envying strife 
and vain glory, and esteem each other better than yourselves; and 
.finallyadore, admire, and Ilf'aise the infinite, condeacf'nsion and 
. tl)(6 astonisbing love of the glorious redeClnel', in taking sllcb 
dust al~d ashes into union with hiinself. Contf'mpJatc the ama-
2ing transaction of Jove with admiration, and Jet tbe love of 
Christ constrain us to live to the glory of that grace by which 
we become accepted in the belo\'ed ; that Christ may abide in 
you and you in him, that you may win Christ and be found in 
bim at his appearing and Idngdom, and that you may reign with 
lJim forever, is tile prayer of YOllr brethren in the union and 
bonds of tbe gospel. 

B. TA.1'"LOll CL'X. 

I 
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