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South Benson.  {William Hl(kmm., John Brown, J. S. Ma-, ’ L
jor, and G. Brown. 5.2 11541 103
Salt River, John Penny, senr, C. Lillard, Joha Peny| i !
ny, J. Cummins anid Peter Rigg. 1,212 {1 218
Hopewell, Tesse Graddy, Wm, Darrar dJ. Crutcher., 111 | 6 {1 80
Goshen. ;- W, W. Penny and Joel tiickers, 612 79
“Frankfort, IS, M. Noel, P. Clay, J. Dudley, James ! ! '
. Gibbs and W. Trotter, 7.4 |8 |2 67
Mo. of Cedarc. |T. W ilhoit, M. . H.m kins and A. R i 1
gers. 14 L2 55
Grier’s creck.  |S. Jesse, R. Jesse, and W. D. Yourg . 18 2 02
Mount Pleasant. '[J. Calvert, A. White and J. Oliver. 26 |5 2 53
Byuck run Y. Taylor, J. Boulware, J. Price, J. le- |
: sonand B. ‘faylor. * . 1 63
Beech ereeke iE Yeates, R. Stions, W, Ware and Hen. t
: ry Cariss. 55 246 4 1170
_ Indign fork A. Cook, A. Bohannon, Israel Chnsue t ‘
and W. Christie. 22 12 4 115
Siz mile 1. Ford, W. W. Ford, S. C. Roblson and| ' {1
G. T. Harney. Gl {5 1 | 209
Buffaloe Lick  {W.G. Webbe., M. Basketand E. Thomp-| | a
son. 3N lr-21) 88
Fox creck George Williams, S Bulls, J. Crossficld| !
and H. Poppom. 61
. Forks of Elkchorn {W. Samuel, #. Graham and C. Blanton{ 1 1| |9 2 91
Mo. of Eikhorn |iohn Bartlett. l 15
" Boint Pleasant . flohn Green and John Harrod, 11
33 36| 5.6919}1111533
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- FRANKLIN ASSOCIATION OF BAPTISTS,

Held at E%&ﬁk]dft “on the First Monday in Jugust-1823.
AN A »”

AT 11 o’c1oci ‘Elder Join Taylor delivered a sermon intro.
ductoryifo the business of the association, from 5d chap. and 6th
verse of the acts of the Apostles. ¢“Then Peter said, bllver and

Gold have I none ; but such as I have give I unto thee.”

After which the messengers from sixtéen Charches assembled ~

and their letters were received and read.
Messengers’ enrolled as follows :

N
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The association then proceeded to the choice of a Moderator
and Clerk ; Elder 8. M. NoexL was chosen Moderator, and
Bexs. Tavror Clerk.

"The Church at Point Pleasant applied for admission, but the
association net being unanimous, they were not received.

Letters from associations with whom we correspond, were
received, read and their messengers took their seats with us as
follows, viz:

From Elkhorn—L. Sallivan, J. Creath and Wm. Rice,

Long Run—S. T. Toncray and J. Mectcalf,

Licking—A. Dudley and H. T'oler.

North District—Benj. Davis.

Concord—lsaac Mater, and Wm- Tandy.

South District—Thomas Beryman.

Salem—T: P. Marshall and A. Lewis,

The Circular Letter called for and rcad, referred to brethren
‘W. J. W, Ford, J. Penny scn. A. Cook, J. Ford ard W- T,
‘Webber.

Brethren appointed to writc lctters of correspondence to the

‘several Associations.

'The Moderator and Clerk appointed a committee to arrange
the business for {9-morrow.

Adjourned until to-morrow 8 o’clock.

SATURDAY, Avcust 3d, 1825.

The Association met and after praise and prayer proceeded to
business.

The report of the committee of arrangement read and adopted.

Elder W. Rash and Elder 8. T. Toncray appointed to preach

{0 day.

The Circular Letter read, amended and adopted.
"The committee appointed to present to the Association, a con-

stitution or a medification of the present one, made a report, re-
.commending an amendment, by adding to the 2d article, after

the word -“Scripture” as explained at large in the Baptist Con-

Tession of Faith, adopted by the Philadelphia Association onthe
25th September 1742, but we do not receive the 3ist article

which respects the “laying on of hands &c.” nor do we receive
so much of the 3d and 5th articles or any other as may be con-

strued to make God the cause or author of sin, which after dis-

cussion was adop’ed.as a part of the constitution,
'They also recommended to strike out of the constitution, the

4th article thereof, which was €oncurred in.

Brethren, P. Clay, John Penny and James .For(i, appointed to



(3]

procure by subscription, the printing of the Phil&delphia Con-
fession of Faith.

The next Association to be held at Beach Creek Meeting
House, Shelby county, on the first Saturday in August 1824,

Corresponding letters read, approved, and messengers ap-
pointed to bear them as.follows. _

To Elkhorn—S. Jesse, J. Taylor, W. Darrand B. Taylor,

Long Run—A Cook, S. M. Neel, J. Taylor, W. Hickman
Jr. M. Basket and P. Clay, -

North Bend—J. Taylor and 8. M. Noel.

Licking—J. Penny, S. Jesse, J. Taylor, W. Penny, T.
Boulware, C. Lillard, S. M. Nocl, R, Jesse, W. D. .Young, J.
Dudley and P. Clay. '

Urion—P. Clay.

HNorth District—J. Taylor, P. Clay, S. Jessc and E. Yates.

South District— . Williams, J. Crosfield and S. Butts. -

Concord—A. Bohanron, C. Blanton, S. M. Noel, J. Tay-+
for, A. Cook and I'. Wilhoit.

Solsm—G. T'. Harny, M. Basket and W. Christie.

Elder J. Taylor appointed to write the next Curcular Letter.

Elder 8. M. Nocl appointed to preach the next introductory
sermon-and in case of failure Elder 1. Boulware,.

Elders A. Dudley, 8. T. Toneray and W, Rash apyointed ta
preach to-morrow to commence at 10 o’clock, in the house of
Public Worship. and Elders H. Toler, P. S. Fall and J. Creath
to preach in the Suate House.

Klder J. Shackleford requested-to preach in the house of Pab-
lic Worship, this evening at five o’clock.

The guestion of receiving the church at Point Pleasant, re-
considered, and the church was unanimously received.

The Clerk and P. Clay, appointed to superintend the printiz;;
of the minutes.

Lord’s day—at the house of public worship, in the morning
elder Abrose Dudley preached to a very large aud attentive au-
dience.

At noon elder W. Ra<h preached at the same place, and in the
afternoon elder S. T. Toncray—Eider P, S, Fa'l preached at
the state house jn the forenoon—in the afternoon elder . 'To-
{ar preached at the same place, a crowded audience attended.

Agreed to adjourn, )

S. M. NOEL, Afd'r.
Bex, Taxrox, Clerk.
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THE CONSPITUTION Of Franklin Association, adopted af :
South Benson, 15t Friday in JAugust, 1819, and amended at ¢
Frankfort, lst Friday in Avgust, 1823,

ARl‘lCLI:. I
VVE#’bchcve itto beuseful for Baptist churches, annually to
assemble in  associalivn to advise in such matters.as may he
deemed neceqaary-—hut in no éase to assume higher authority

than an advisory council. Thefefore, that all business ‘of a

: chiu'ch natuye, oumht to be settled by the churches. -

»2 ARTICLE 1II.

We believe the bible to be of divine authority, and that there
are three per sonalities inthe God-head. W¢ belicve in all the
doctrines of sovercign grace, as sct forth in ‘the geriptures, and -
as e\plamed at lar're, in the Baptist Confessioy, of Faith, adop-
ted'by the Pmlade phia Association, on the 25th of September,

_#u the year 1742—But we do not receive the §1st article, which ,

‘shall concur therein.  +*¢ P

“elates to “layi ing on of hands” upon all baptised persons, §c.—

Nor do we receive so much of the 8d and 5th articles (or chap-
ters) crany other, as may Le construcd ta make God the cause

or author of sin.
ARTICLE III.

The Assoeiation may receive into, or dismiss a church or;
churches from their uision, and when any church shall become
disorderly in practice, or heretical in doctrine ; may. drop 1hem ;-
from their union.

" ARTICLE IV.

This Associaiion shall be held aliernately on the north ahd
south side of the Kentucky river, except for good cause shcwn,
it may be continued for two years in succession on either side

thereof. ,
* ARTICLE, V.
This Constitution may bc altered, amended or abolished at a-
ny time, whena n xajou% of two thirdsf the members present

THE ¥YRANKELIN ASSOCIATION—TO THE CHUCHES conrosme
THRE SAME.

BELOVED BRETIREN, &

Through the goodness of God, we have becn pertmtted

agam to meel in an associated capacity—in regard to what bu-

. sinessg and how transacted, we refer vou to our minutes,

As it iscommon for us to address you by circular, we shall
offer you a fow remaiks on the s'le((t of the believers union to
Chiist ; as the faundation of his practice, hope and persevere-
ance i“ Pie'tbr’ U.&.\-l tr N n-{)(‘i” CSS, Llo ‘;‘n n P R N s T

«



(571
that which.is te coine. . We are of opinion.that 'wcg;'i hig doé-
trime of the churol’s mystical union to Christ, more distinctly

_ considered, more particularly explained, and'more frequently |

insisted upon, improved and applied from the pulpit than it is, it

would be a probable means to check the growth of many errors :
which seem to prevail among us, and to give meu a deepél
sense of the necessity of experimental vital piety, in order to-a .

‘well-groiinded hope of the favour of God. And although weare
ready ‘to confess the nature of the mystical unioit between Christ®,

and his members is truly sublime and by us incomprehrensible,
vet we have abundant reason to desire a plain and familiar view
of this dgetrine as it is revealed in the sacred seviptures.  1st.
We shall therefore attempt to give you a byicf statement of va-

. rious representations of this union In the word of God. And

2ndly. 'L'ake some notice of the nature and influence that such
an union must necessarily Lave on the minds of those who are
the happy subjects thereof. ‘Ilhis union is represented in the
scriptures by the strongest -expressions that Lunian fanguage
can admit, and even compared to the union between God the fa-
ther and God the Son. T'his union is frequcntiy represented in
scripture by lively motaphoes, such as the union of a vitic and
its branches ; T am the'vine ye are the branches, lie that atideth

..inme and I'in him, the same bringeth forth much frait, for with-

out me ye can do nothing. It iscompared to the wnion of a buil-
ding, whereof Christ is the foundation or chiefl corner stones .
thus we inight add that this union is sométinies reptesented in
scripture by an identity or sameness of spirit, he that is joined
tothe Lord is one spirit: It is also represented by an identity
of bady ; for‘as the body is onc, and hath many members, and .
all the members of that body being many, are one body ; so also
is Christ, now ye are the body ot Christ, and members in par- -
ticular. It is further represented by Christ himself as an idena
tity of interest, veriiy I say unto you inasmuch as ye liave done .
itunto one of the least of these my “brethren, yo Lave done it
unto me. Christ and believers have one common ithay, T ascend
unto my father and your father, and to my God ard your God ;
they have one common inheritance, heirs of God and joint heivs
with - Christ—and they have one common place of eternal resis.
dence, and if I go and preparc a place for vz, 7 will come again
and will receive you unto mysci!, that where [ ain there ye may
be also. From this brief and p¥neval vicw of {ie seriptaral rep-
resendation of the belidvers wnitn withi Cledst, v shall now
dear brethren, notice although very brictiy the sinire and cons:
sequences of this upien, it is pot -an essentinl 6r povesnal union, -
“er - 4-inity in the Gothead is cssential, the union

y
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of tlie divine, and human nature in Christ is personal. But it
would be absurd to suppose cither of those kinds of union in the
case bifore us ; should we suppose the former, we should attri-
. bute divine perfections to ourselves ; should we suppose the lat=
" ter, we should make ourselves joint mediators of the covenant
with the glorious redeemer, both of which are too profane to find
adwission into our minds. We are to remember that our-union
is to him, who is by the right hand of God exalted, and whe is
« satdown on the right hand of the majesty on high ; these things
.. tieed not be insisted on, the mere proposing of them compels
" your assent. We must furthier observe to you that this is a spi-
™ ritual union, such an union wherchby being joined to the Lord
7 Weare one spirit with him by which we may understand that
~ believers partake of the same divine spirit, and the same divine:
Influences and operations with their blessed mediator and mas-
ter (this difference being excepted,) that they have only lower
degrees of tire divine communications ; but to him God giveth
not the spirit by measure, we partake ofthe rays, he of the full
sun of divine light and grace. Believers therefore: by this un-
ion have all necdful supplies of grace treasurcd up for them
in Christ; in which respect it is said all things are their’s, for
they are Christ’s and Christ is God’s. In Christ are hid all the- -
treagures of wisdom and knowledge, and we are complete in him.
who is the head of ali principality and power, by which means:
believers are blessed with all spiritual blessings in heavenly pla--
ces in Christ Jesus.and by being joined to the Lord are one:
spirit with him. "Phey have the same mind in them which was
in Christ Jesus ; they have the interest of the redcemer’s king-
dom at heart as their own interest, they have their wills in some -
measure subjected to the will of Christ, and are carefully en-
deavoring to walk even as he walked, to make him their exam-
ple in the rcgulation of their affections, appetites, passions, and
of their whole conduct and conversation. He that thus kecpeth
his commandinents dwelleth in Christ and Christ in him, and
hereby we know that he abideth in us by the spivit which Le hath
given us, but he that hath not thus the spirit of Christ is none of
his 3 to explain how this union is accomplished would exceed
the usual limits of a circular letter. We shall thercfore come to
a‘close by cbserving that this union is effected by God’s ever-
lasting love as the moving causc, by the holy spirits invincible
power as the eflicient cause, by Christ’s vicarious obedience ag
the meritorious cause, and by faith as the instrumental cause.
Vain therefore are their pretences, and they have but a delusive
and destructive hope, who ascribe all the changes in conversion
to the cxercise of our own natural &wmw A

<
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of an olive tree flourish without the root, sure we cannot bear
the root, but the root must berr us, and we must therefore be
grafted in il we would partake of the root and fatness of the olive
tree, for until he quickens us we are dead in trespasses and sins.
Our communion with God doth likewise wholly depend upon our
union to Jesus Christ; would we be humbled and abased belore
God, we must Jearn of Christ to be meek and lowly of heurt ;
would we have our affections placed on things above, we must
remember that we are dead and that our life is hid with Christ
in God. Would we enjoy the carncst of the future inheritance,
it must be by our believing in him, that we are scaled with that
holy spirit of promise, which is the carnest of our inheritance ;
would we have joy and peace in believing, we must rejoice in *
Christ Jesus” having no ceafidence in the flesh.  Dear Brethren
Jabour to evidence your union to Christ by having your hearts |
purified by faith, and your affections spiritual and heavenly,
longing after a life of nearcr commurion with hiin; ardently desi-
ring to be more spiritual in your thoughts, more heavenly in
your conversation, and more careful of your respective duties
both towards God and man, then may you know that Christ abi-
deth in you and you in him : inthat you bring forth much fruit,
and as a further evidence of your union to Christ, love one an-
other with a pure hcart fervently, put away all envying strife
and vain glory, and esteem each other better than yourselves; and
finally adore, admire, and praise the infinite condescension and
‘the astonishing love of the glorious redeemer, in taking such
dust and ashes into union with himself. Contemplate the ama-
zing transaction of Jove with admiration, and let the love of
Christ constrain usto live to the glory of that grace by which
we become accepted in the beloved ; that Christ may abide in
you and you in him, that you may win Christ and be found in
him at his appearing and kingdom, and that you may reign with
him forever, is the prayer of your brethren in the union and

bonds of the gospel.
€. M. NOEL, Mod'r.
B. Tavror Cr’K.
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