MINUTES
OF THE LONG RUN ASSOCTATION OF BAPTISTS,
[ldd at Bethel,in the county of Shelby, Ky. on the jirst Friday and Saturday in Scpt. 1831,
The introductory sermon was delivered by brother John Iolland, fiom part of the 2d

chapter of the book of Revelations.  Letters from the churches composing the same were
alled for, and Lhe messengers names enrolled as follows:
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Beargrass——"I'howas Miller and Abraham keller, ST g4y 8| 16
Brashear’s Creek— D. Standeford, S, Shanks, and J. M’Quade. 2110 - B7
Chinowith’s Run—Richard Seaton and R. Welsi, 1 8 93
l'ox Rua—J. Woods, H. M. Basket, W. Bride, and John Powell, 1 8| 5 8/133
Elk Creek—W. Stontt, J. ‘f'aylor, and J. Gonterman, 1;22! 3i 1]180
Long Run—John Dale, John Sturgeon, G. Bridges, John Netherton,
agd John Curl.
Iarrod’s Creek—~-Benjamin Alien, and Benjamiu Clore. 2| 1{13] 51 |209
Bethel-—Stephen Weakly, B. Martin, and D. Dodd. R 2119 5! 2,186
Burk’s Branch—S, Jones, 1. Collier, and J. Yount. 2 (32! 1| 2[106
Buck Creek-—George Waller, F, Davies, and R. Cottrell, 3/10{ 5| 3,220
South Long Run~-2. Carpenter, E. Davies, E. Edwards, and E, L. '
I'razier, 17] 1) 1| 89
16 Mile—11, Netherton, Z, M’Quin, A. B. Nay, and J. Stevens, 1.9 5 67
Kings—D. E: I'yler, G, Markwell, W, Fidler, and J. R. Sparks, 4 8 3| 97
Little Flock—J. H. West, Tho. Sanders, 'I'. Wells, and A. Gore. i1 77
Little Mount—James Stone, and N. Nowlin, 2t 2l | 3| 94°
Plumb Creck—J. Tichenor, D, Collins, and H. Day. l 5‘14! 1‘ 1‘ 74
Drennon’s Creek--Benj. Brenham, and J, Kelley. 2116]18|17!" 5311
Salem—I1. Caris, J. Halland, J. C. Burnett, J. Dooly, and T, M’Clain. 8 7! 4] 1158
Shelbyville—J. G. Wuhcrs,W Rankin, and Sumuel Duapuy, 4 1] 4] & 1] 79
Taylorsville-~C. Harlister, and N. Beckam. 4 8 G‘ 48
Hopewell--E. Powell, J. Taylor, and J. Gaugh. 33 I 73
Floyd’s Fork—W. Burnen J. A Bweeny, and W. Hobbs, 1o SI 62
Mount Moriab--A. Mahuran and E, Headen. 39
Simpsonville--J. Carpenter, J. Robinson, and P. Jobnston. 1112 4] 2| 1 50
Dover—Sam. Ellis, C. €iuthrey. and J. Neill, |'olrat 1 alisy
S = :=.‘_‘3

"T'he Association then proceeded to the chmu. of'a Moderator and Clerk. George Waller
was chosen Moderator, and Samuel Dupuy Clerk.
Letters from corresponding Associations called for, read, and their messengers took their
geats as follows:
From Elkhorn—no messenger.
«  Salem—Abner King, Warren Cash, and Joshua Hobbs,
Blue River declines any further correepondence her letter was handed to us by brotlicr
Matthews, who was invited to a seat with us.
From Franklin——S. M. Noel, James Ford, G. T. Harney, John Taylor,I. S, Major, Samdl.,
Jessee, and Abraham Cock
I'rom Concord—Isaac Malin, James Green, and John Scolt
“  Licking--Thos. P. Dudley
«  Baptist-~Abraham Dale, A. Herndon, and John Penney.
«  Sulphur Fork—J. A. M’Guire, Samuel Rash, A, Bohannon, John Metcalf, and .
James Sams.
,” The Church at Flat Rock having sent two letters, being a Minority and Majonty; and upon
’he investigation of the case, the Minority is recognized as the church, and Samuel Vance, and
Thos. J. I\ash, their messengers, took their seats,
Brethren, D. Standeford, John Dale, . Johnston; Gegrge Bridges. and Jotin Sturgeon
:rp'mfnled a committee to write fo the corresponding Associxtons:
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The Moderator anu Glerw,, sppointed a commitice of uriangeien?, with leave to eall iu whiat
aid they may think proper.  Adjourned t:ll to-morrow morning 9 o’clock.

Saturday morning met, according to adjournment, and after praise and prayer by brothe
William Hickman Sr., procceded to business, )

The Letters from Louaistille were tuken up, and the following answeradopted:  Whereas,
two letters have been presented, purporting to be from thc Lowsville elwrch, each of which
claims to be from the Church.  After afull investigation of the subject,

Resolved, That the brethren whose letter is borne by brethren €. Vanbuskirk, Witlam
Colgan, Charles Quirey,and Andrew VVeir, are recognized as the churchin Louisville, stand-
ing upon original constitutional ground—-and it is further resolved, that the party whose lefier
is borne by Jesse Swindler, I1ezekiah Puyrier, Edward Green, and John Bledsoe, having de-
parted from the doctrine and practice of this Association, and sustaining a Pastor, or Bishop;
who has proclaimed open war against our constitution, and who are countenaneig and con
muning with persons whe have been excladed from the fellowship of sister Associations, be
rgjected from our union,

The letter from Harrod’s Creek called for and passed over..

The circular letter called for, read and adopted.

Query from Beargrass called for-—does this Association-consider herself in the general union,
and will she receive: members into her union, upon the principles of the said union?,

Answer, We consider ourselvesn the general union, and we will admit churches into ow
body upon the principles of the uaion, interpreted, and understoed in accordance with the
principles of our coastitution..

Query from Chenowith’s Run—was the articles of general union violated or not, by reject.
ing the churches from Goose Creek and Pond Creek 2.

Answer—-No. The 10 article of the terms of general umon says, “and that each may
keep up their associational and church government, as to them may seem. best.”

™ Queries from Louisvilie—is not the system taught by our reformers, heresy? If so, ought
they notto be rejected? 2dly. Have they notscistatized from the faith and order of this asse-
elation, and the churches composing it?

Answer. We refer you to our circular.

‘T'he next Association to be held at Long Run the first Friday in Sept. 1832,

Lstters to corresponding Assoeiations called for, and messengers appointed to bear the
same,

To Elkhnrn--Caleb Guthrey, John Dale, Jesse Reobinson, George Bridges, Sam’L Shanks,
F. Edwards, and John Swrgeon.

To Salem—Wm. Barnett,

To Franklin—Joseph Kelly, George Waller, Reuben Cottrell, Stephen Weakley, and
John Corban,

To Licking-~no messenger.

To South District-—John Holland, Franeis Davies, J. C. Burnett.

To Concord—Zaccheus Carpenter, Francis Bavies, 8, K. Sparks, and B. Brenham.

F"'[‘o Sulphur Forli—John Corbon, Josepl Kelly, B. Brenham, Joshua Gaugh, and Samud
Whe,

To Baptist-~Johm Sturgeon, John Dale, Jesse Carpenter, E. Buvics, J. 'Taylor, John Hol-
Tand, and enry Caris,

Brethren appointed to preach on to-morrow—Thomas P, Dudley, S. M. Nocl, and ——
Goings.

Brother John Dale to preach the next introductory sermon. DBrother George Waller ‘in
case of failurc,

Brother Johin Holland to write the next circular letter,

Appointment of union meetings for the ensuing year, tst, at Simpsonsville, 2d. omitted, 3d.
"Taylorsville, 41h, Little Flock.

‘The 2d Saturday in November appointed as & day of prayer and thanksgiving.

"The clerk appointed to superintend the printing of the Minutes. ‘Fhe Association then
atjourned. :

Saxver Duruy, Clerk, GEORGE WALLER, Modcrator.
CIRCULAR LETTER.

The Long Run JAssociation of Buptss, to the Churches of which she is composed.

_ Dear Bretnrex—In conformity to cur custom of addressing you by circular, we now lay
Lefore you, a few thoughts, on the subject of cur constitution. Asan Association, various and
Tain hnve. been the attempts which Laye been made, by professed Churches of Clirist to live
together in peace, Luppiness, and® prosperity, under an assumption of the “word of God,” as
beir constitution, without any eroression of their views of its dogtrine, experience, or prac-



uce, upon wiicidlicy might meiteew2ud the conseaueaice: fdst aivtys bedn, wid must of ner
vessity be, thut, when heresies arise (which “must needs be, that they which are approved,
may be made manifest among you,”)—iker are driven to capressons of their views of the:
wuid of God, inorder to sustain themselves;.aud thes a creedy scoser or later, in some shape-
or elhier, springs Gp amongst thew; without which, it is well kuowu, that any, and every false
noion Knownamong men,inay pass with impunity;hence the necessity ofacreed, a fence against .
heresy, by which tosecure the Chureh against any, the most voracious animals of, the earth.
But when mien become “heady, high niivded, lovers of pleasure more than Jovers of God;
trace, and covenant breakers,” we should mark them, becnnse they cause divisions and offences.
cyutrary.to the ductrine, which we Lavelearned.  We should therefore avoid thew, for they
that are.sucl, serve not our Lord Jesus Clirist; Lut their owa belly, and by gocd words, and
fair speechies,deceive the hearts of the simple.’ By reverence. to, aad united support of cur
aunstitution, we may coufidently expect, thatthe blessings of God.will altend us;and wemayb.d
defiance to the enemies of truth. ! Let us brethren, 1o the fear of the:Lord; ask, why . 1s1t,
that A, Campbell, and his followers have succezded so far, in cansing:divisians and oévoces
anong us, by a system of doctrine so glaringly contrary to the doctrine of Christ, whach we
had welllecarned, not from any humae source, bt from the book of iespiration, and which .is
well iusaribed.in vur constitution!  1s it not; that by geod words,and fairspeeches, they have
deceived the bearts of . the simple! I it not; that rising up 2moug us, they have spoken per--
verse things, God-dishonoring, self-exalting, and soul-destroying tiings, to draw away disciples:
after them?!. s it not, that they bave set themselves to disorganize Churches and.‘Associations, .
employing every seductive measure, by which Lo.allure unstable souls from that holy allianee,-
in which they stood by profession, to Christ their living head, and to ope znother asdiving
members of the spiritnal body of €hrist?* 1lt.is, tous, passing strange, yea, perfectly unac--
countable upon any correct, civil, orreligious principie, that onr reformers (1s they call ther-
selves) desire to live among us, in either.our Churches, or Associations, while they inveigh so -
vehemently against the organization of -both. It is well known, that we were constituted on
the Phiiadelphia Bap.ist confession of faith, with the exceptions, as {aken by-the Elkborn As
sociation—and it is well known, that we are represented as taking that book ia preference to
the Bible; but, what shall we say.of those, who thus - represent us! that. they are igrorant of
what they. assert? this.cannoiibe; if they are pot, the cenclusion must be, that they accuse us
of what they konow is pot true, and thereby.render themselves unworthy of our confidence. .
That. this. conclusion may.be fastened on ttose, who have attempted. a crusade agaiast our~
rreed, (as-they, call vursconsiitution), we propose to lay before you, the facts in the case. Our
constitition asserts.as a fiost princip'e, beyond which, it presunes not to go, that “‘the holy
scripture is.the only suticient, certaiw, and infallible rule of all suvieg. khowltedge. faith,and
obedience. 'I'he supreme judge, by whichall controversies of religion are to be determined,
and all decrees.of councils, ppinions of ancient writers, doctrines of inen, and private spirits,
are to be examined, and in whose sentence we arc.to rest; can be no other but the holy scrip-
tures dulivered.by:the spirit; into whiciuscripture so.delivered. our f2ith is finally resolved.”
With this mottv, the constitution proceeds to a declaratien, of what its compilers congeived
the Bible teaches-on the various articles thercin set forth,

We adopted the confession.of. faith as our constitutions because it expresses.(generally) our-
views of the truth of. the inspired:word. and esteem it-mast of allybecause it disclaims egnal-
ity.with the Bible, and profcsses to derive all that is vahiable, from the‘scnp?ures;. fo that ex-
pression.of. the.truth of Godin his word we agiee, and xhere&):re own.it, asour coustitution.
fhat these are, 2nd’ always have been, the views of the Baptists -on this subject, is (0o well.
known to require a moment’s atlention to proof—let us next see what creditshould be.given
to the pretension, that the creed is exerting a dangerous influence on the state of wur socicty.
We almost blush, when w think of the scarcity of the bookiamong us; bt few: of our -soctety
(take them as a wliole) Lave ever secn ouce, perbaps not one in.cne hurdred;how few. then
may be presumed to have read the work; and yet this almdst ohselete book, is exerting a dan-
gerous influence-on our. sacicty. Those who assert this objection to |he. present order of
things, must certainly be regardless of that candonr, whicl is charaeteristic of the real ful--
lowers of Christ. We are told that crceds iave beean the instruments of persecution; and whut
of.this! can the-abuse of any thing, argue conclusively against the proper use of it?  Wihat ir
Eatholicity, and Episcopacy have wielded the creed as an engine of slaughter, of blood.and
eardfage? what if thousands, yea even millions, of the followers of 2 meck and lowly- Jesus .
have been wafted to the skics by their fiery chariots? does it follow as a matter of necessary .
consequence, thiat the Baptists, with such a creed as their constitution is in fact, must be per; -
secutors? let: the spirit of meekness and the fear of the Lord answer. Fearless of the conse- .
quences, we say, that there is not a scroll of authientic Listory, which palms an actof perseru-
iisn upon us. I is true, that of late, there are among us, certain restless spirits, who- charge -
us with 2 spirit of intolerance and of persecution; but what is the fact? il‘is that we resting in
peaee, the fear of the Lord, and in great prosperity, have been assailed with a volley ‘of;‘z_.msive :
cpithets, both from press and palpit. (a 1epetiticn of which, we shall not attempt in tids ad-
drese. Yand ecause we will not be silent, when the canse of God and cf trath is at stake, Hat
stand forth in defence of the Gespel, we are chargred with afuicst every enormify cver praa. .
liced, under the anibority of a creed.  As the word creed, (among seme) Las become almost oz
lideous as an animal with seven beads and ten hoens. we would remark, that w us, there is
nothing alarming in it,understanding as we do, that it means nothiug wore o1 less, (han what a
man or set of men hold to be triue, of any subject. Catholics hold tieir creed to be troe, 2y

derived «f the word of Ced, rrd sode ol protest Niv Cawphely holds Bisoeolzminops




g
{45

wreed Lo be trac, becatise I is derived by Lim, directiy 1roin ihe Sviw Testameni, and i3 there-
fore truc,and all others ralse. His,though ia infancy, hasits seven heads, [volumes of the . R
its horns aré comiog out, one {vilume M. IT.] fill grown, another better than half, aund that
the full number fea, will in'titie come forth to maturity, is just as certain, as that e shall
live, not change the natur® of hts creed, and he get enough of sithscribet$ to answer bis pur-
GeCs.
P Phe Long Run Association, at her constitution held hercreed to be true, because it ‘express-
¢d hér'views of the doctrine of the Dible; and notwithstanding all that is said to the contrary,
from all'that appears to us un the subject, opposition to the use of c¢reeds, arises, first, from dis-
agreeietit with its subject matter, and sccond, a disposition to put all otiiers down, and so
make room for another new, and diverse from all ethers. While therefore, we hold tbe right of
private judgment, the right of individnals, or any association ofindividuals, te think, speak,
and write their sentonenis on any subject, for their individual, or mutual interest—we never can
be persuaded, that the Churcii 2t Christ, may not for her mmutual.peace, happiness and edifica-
‘tion, comimit to writing what slie holds to be true, of the word of God, thereby declaring how
she understands the book of inspiration, that 2ll those who may wish to associate with her, may
not be deccived, that those who are not of the same judgment, rnay not-embarrass thewmselves,
or impose themselves upon the Church ‘contrary to the resson, the nature, 2nd fitress of
things. While we esteem 1t ourduty to write thus plainly to yoa, our sympathies are awakened
withip us for brethren, who are carried away with tite vain imaginations of A. Campbell, some
of whom, [we hope] arc couscientious in their views, bat how fickle, how untertain are the
conscicoces ofmen, liable to be carried about by every wind of doctrine, by the sleight of men
and cunning craftiness, wherehy they lie-in wait to deceive. Jlow true was that saying of the
Apostle: I know this, that after nry departing, shall grievous wolves enter in amnong you, not
sparing the flock; even of your ownselves shall men arise, speaking perverse things to dray
away disciples after them.”  Itis painful to us 1o write these things to you, however aplica-
ble they are to our present reformers but for yoir it'is safe. It to us appears plain, that we
should not receive themn iuto our houses of worship, in their official characters, nor bid them
God-spced. : .
. ‘Our dear breibren, the preséntis a time of trial and of conflict, the weapons of onr warfare
-hewever, being not carnal, brt mighty Tthrough God] to the pulling down of strong holds, cast-
Yag down'of imaginations, and every high thing that cxalteth itself, we shonld watch and pray,
lest we cdter into temptation, begging the God of all grace, to sustain hisown cause, maintam
his own truth, and glorify his own name, by delivering'the Church from her preseut conflict,
and resto¥ing to Zion the joys ofhis free salvation.  The preat questios now at issue, between
our reformers and the Church is, “Isit the woik of Good by his spirit, lo prepare ihe hearts of
men, fo-jcecive the word of ‘truth; if itis, thew is it the duty, and privilege of ministers and peo-
ple, to pray to God that he ‘may thus preparethe hearts of men; if not, then is prayer to that
eiféct perfect insigaificance. ‘This we call a first principle; avital, and holy'principle. Here the
sovereiznty of God aud of grace are at issiie with hlood, the will of the flesh, and the will of
mau. The issue is properiy between the nowers of darkuess, and the Chureh of God—let
dear brethren take heed, as to the side we take in this contlict; God and trath are sovereign,
and must prevail.  “Now the God of hope, fill you with ail joy and peace in helicving, that ye
Tmay abound in kope througi the power of the IToly Ghost,” Rem. 15th and 13th.

N. B. The Churches wou!d confer a favor on the Clerl, by haviug the names of messengen
inserted onthebaclk of their letters, with their numbers.

* OBITUARY.

Departed (hishue the T(h September, 163110 the M4th year 6f is age, Blider Jony Durgr
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