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_ 1st. An introductory sermon was delivered by brotlier Joe! Ilulsy, from the
28th verse of the 111l Chupter of the Gospel recorded by Matthew —¢ Come
unto me all ycthat lubor and are heavy laden and I will give you rest.”

2. Letters from the churches were read & the names of the messengers enrolled.
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CHURCHES.| MESSENGERS® NAMES. | 3§ |23 g
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RiE|5E8
Beargrass, Abraham Keller, Robert Tomkins, | 40'° 1| 15 3 1
Brashears® creek,lJ. M’Quade, J. Wells, S. T. Toucray, | 5 11
Chinowith’s Run,[Silas Garret, 2 1 -
Fox Run, John Clarke; - " » | 1112
Harrod’s creek, [Benj. Allen,J. Lyon, A. H. Keller,| 7 §| 9l 4 ]
Long Raun, Joel Hulsy, J. Netherton, G. Bridges,! 24 12] 3/ 1] 2
Betiel, Henry Hunter, 3 2011
Buck creek, George Waller, Joshua Brooks, | 4 4/ 2.1
Eigicen Milé, Z. M’Quin, J. Koons. A. Cosby, 3 6} 4
Corn creek, Michael Madex, Sam’l Cocper, 1 3 821
Rock Lick, C. Real, D. Hains, E. Bryan, 2 al g
Burk’s Branch, [Samucl Marmaduke, D. Shepherd, 1 T 11
King's Qeo. Marshall, John M. Giohom, g |
William Markwell, -5 31
Little Mount,  (Nelson Nolin, ) 11 8 |4
Sulphur Fork, |P. H. Vorus, W. Ransdale; A. Baley, 1| 3 12 5 2
S. Long Run, |J. Collins, E. Davis, Z. Carpenter, | 15] 10, 4 | 1!
Lick Branch, |William Doekius, Zach. Head, 'T IR I
East Fork, Allea M’Guire, Solomon Bond, 11
Drinnov’s ereck, |[J. Bastlett, J. Roberts, B. Branham,| 38| 7| 8 3
Drinnon’s Ridge,l. Malin, J. Baxter, J. Green, g 21
Flat Rock, David Forester, E. M. Stone, 48 T 11
Plumb creek,  |Elijah Weeks, Francis Conn, o2l
Litte Flock,  Moshua M Cauly, E. Applegatey 1 1102
Beech Ridge, James Burnett, s . 1 4 82
Dover, William Williams, John Galaspy, ¥
S. H. Madox, -, ' I 5 8 21
Patton’s creek, (Benjamin Jorson, E. Degarnet, 114 21
Cane Run, Samuel Malin, Jeseph Clinton, 2 3! 2 2
Louisville, Mark Lampton, Jesse Swindler, 5 2 38 4
N. Six Mile, J. Metcalf, E. Crede, E. Geles, 2l 2 7 |1
Union Spring,  |D. Prichard, William Mulligan, 3 61
Shelbyville, Samucl Dupuy, Timotby Redding, 3 3 8 111
Pigeon Fork,  lJohn Peters, v 1 5 2
Hunter’s Bottom,John Wallice, John H_ Morris,. 2 1 2
Flat creelr, No letter nor Messenger,
Hopewell, E. Bishop, William M'Cracken, 1
Blount Meriah, [Othaeil §lahiurin Jochn Wayue, '7L5 2' 2
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8. Brother George Waller chose Moderator, and brother Z. Carpenter,
Clerk.
4ihr, Letters called for from the correzponding -associations and messengers
took their seats. From Elkhorn, no messenger ; from Salem, William Chin-
owecth ; from North Bend, John Alexander ; from Blue River, no messenger ;
fron Silver Creek, Murdccm Cole, Lewis Alexander and Daniel M’Damel
feom Franklin, John l‘ulor, John=Snell and Martin Basket ; from South Du-
trict, Stewart Dillion ; fram Lonarry, Mordegai Jackson and Paul Froman-;

fmm Llckm.e;, 00 messenger.
5ti. The Circolar letter was called for, read and referred unto the Commit.

tee of drrang ment for fomorrew.

6th. Brettiren appowted to write to the corresponding associations, viz :
to Kikhorn, Juhn Wells ; .. M. Stone to Sulem ; Peter . Vorus to North
Bend ;5 S. T Toucray to Blue River ; William Stout to Fraunklin ; Georﬂe
Marshal to South Disirict ; Silas Garret to Lohorry ; Abin. Kelier to Licking ;
and James C. Burnett to Sllver Creck.

Tih. The Moderator and Clerk appointed to arrange lie busiaess of the as-
#gociation for tomorrow

A.d then adjourned until tomorrow 9 o’clock, A. M.

MET ACCORDING TO ADJOURNMENT.

8th. The committee of arrangement reported, which report was read.

9. Brethiren Joseph Collins, Mordecai Cole, 8. T'. Toncray and Jobn Wallice.
,ppniuh:d to preach on Saturday.

10w, T'he Circular letter taken up, and alter some alteration, was adopted.

11th. Query from Beargrass church—* Is there any scrlpture rorbvddmg a
church to open a door for the reception of members by experience, for daptism,
wlllmul baving an administrator present.”  Answer, we know of none.

12th. Letters to the corresponding associations called for & brethren appoint-

ed to béar them : to Elkhorn, S.T. Toucray, Joshua Brooks aud Abram H.
Keller ; 1o Salem John Morm, Samuel Shanks and Silas Garret ;3 to North
Rend, Z. Carpenler ; to Blue River, 8. T. Toncray ; to Silver Creek S. T.
'loncrav William W |llnms, John H. Morris, John Walhce John Koons, Peter
H. Vorus and William Dockins ; to Franklin, James M’ Qu.cde, E. Degarnet,
John Meteaif, Allen M Guire, S. 1. Toncrdy and George Waller ; to Scuth
District, E. Degarnet S.T. Toncray and Georgc Waller ; to Lohorry, John
H. Morris and John Wallice ; ; to Luckmg, uo letter was sent, inasmuch as that
association 1s now in session.

13th. Resolved, that agreeabiy to the appointment of the South District asse-
ciation, we obserte and recomizend lhc sccond Wednesday in October pext, as
a day of fasting and prayer.

14th. With scnsations of sorrow, yet we hope with Christian resignation,
we rccord the death of brother Flinson Hobbs, who departed this life on the
14th day of August last, in the forty-ninth year of hisage. He was 23 years a
zealous and successful preacher, lived beloved and died lamented by an exten-
sive circle of pious brethren and acquaintance. ~Also the death of brother Ar-
thur Turner, who departed this life on the 3rd day ‘of last January, aged about
90, having been a pious followcr of the Lamb for about 50, tears, and a preacher
of his gospel. .
' 15th, Brother Z, Carpcnter to write the Gircular letter for the ensuing year.
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16th. Money collected for printing the minutes and brother S. T. Toncray
to superintend the same.

17th. The churches at [unter’s Bottom, anewdl ‘and Drinnon’s Ridge, at
their request, have leave to join in the constituuod of a new association.

18th. Brother Peter H. Vorus to preach the introduciory sermon the msumg
year, and in case of failure, brother Z. Carpenier. -

19tb. Brethren John Taylor, George Waller and \Iordccax (‘ole, choc« n fo
preach on Lord’s day.

20th. Qur next association to be holden at South Long Run Mceupo House,
in Shelby county, on the first Friday in Scptember. 1822.

GEORGE WALLER, Modr.
Z. CARPENTER, Clerk.



CIRCULAR LETTER.

D ——
Ti¥ LONGRUN ASSOCIATION OF BAPTISTS,
Met at Eighicen Mile Meeting House, Henry county, Kentucky, the first f’ridcg"

: %
in September, 1821,

"o Tz CUURCHES COMPOSING HER, SENDETH, GREETING.
Cur dear Deetiven in the Lord,

" " Being Providentially preserved, and: pérmit-
ted to wssembic once wore in av associate capacity, we Lave, (as we hope
you will sex b our Nooutes) enjoved a comtoriable inicrview with each oth-
ero Larbrsiness, wnd now trausacted, will 2lso appear, ond of which you will be
neIrasa DY oer peturniog Brethren, o order (as far as we  are capable,) to
Preot pour furlexpectations, agreeably fo odr custom, we shall address you in
& Cirelary on the very important subject: of a censistent Gospel JMinistry.
Seusiiite as we are, of the fo! here, and lo! there, which abound an:og mes,
v can ot be unapprised of the dilficulties which will probably stand in cur’
Wy, natiempting te main universal npprobation of our dscription, of this mo-
menisiy st !

Voo sialil netwihstrding, ‘tnke the attempt, rélying
o the Dhoviss preoieciion and busorg for success: aud shall - obseive
first, s Jotns having chosen eariben vessels, throngh whom to couvéy the
treesires of Cospel grace to mankind, be sees £t o make tham meet for the
Muster’s use—fiiet, by His providesce in thewr creaticn, preservavicn, avd pure
suits in life, by which they are preparcd, 5o fur 2s in matuic they may be quakfied
for the work assigned them, urder the Divine econcing.—aud second, through
sanctilication of the spivit, and belief of the tinth without which, we positively
reject the ideawf a consistent employment in the ‘Great Wark,  Thris can only
be known by their lives and conversations fur, by thair fouit ve shall know
them. . In judging of these, (fer, it seenis vight to judee Rightecus judgment,)
particular attention should be paid 1o tidie experineuial seqiaintince with Di-
vine things, as of the first importance to usplalaces in the Clorel of Gudy 2rd
in preparing the materials of Whicivit is értiposed § 2giin, itsheuld be satieface
torily ascertained, that they have a wolerable degree, of consitent nndirstanding
of the doctrines of Christianity, for, as these are taught in ihe Beriptures, o0
are they invariably by the Holy Spirit, inthe work of saictiication.  As the
Chureh is property the nurserv of Ministendl gifts; so isshe the proper judga
of her servants: Heuce arises to view the propriety cf some estublistad sis-
tem of doctrines, which forining the bases of church consiitution, iy be the
test of examination, as to the qualifications of “the Mirizny; hence slso, the
disorganizing tendency of unfuithfulness on the part of Mivisters and chuicles,
in the ordination’of Ministers, constitution of churches, unddbe disnensation of
the word.  For when churchesencourage, and preshiteries ordain men 10 the
Ministry'who are-at war with the vital principles of Church cxisience; nothing
can (cousistently,) be expecied but discord, contention, and every evil work,
and as imerdinations, so iz constitutions, and the dispensation of ihc word. (e
~a chuarch constituted on the broad basis o the Scriptures, while we know that
resort is-had to the Libie for the suppori of every systew of doclvines ayowed
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by all the gncieties of professed christians in the world, would be jiable to be
carried away, by every wind of doctrine, by theslight, and cunning ‘¢raftiness
of men,lying in wait to deceive: Hence the necessity (while associations exist,
as central jioints of union,) uf @ well digested system ef doctiriaes, upon which
they may be constituted, to which resort may be had, for decisionon all doctrinaj
questraps, to'the extent of our union; but to attend more closely to our subject:
‘L'he Ministry qualified as aboves, io nature, by the word and spirit of God, as
n sanctification, and by the necessary progress in the Diviye life, soas to ac-
quire a suitable knowledge of Divine things, should be borne up by the Church-
es, by their prayers, their affectionate attention to their persons and charac-
ters, their families and pecuniary circumstances, so as that they should not en-
tangle themsclves with the affairs of this world, but please Him who hath cho-
sen.them to be soldiers. It seems plain from the sacred writings, that the spir-
it of the Lord God is upon the Ministry, anointing them to preach, which
we esteem a crowning qualification, yet not with prophetic or apostolic inspi-
sation, and in this, the greatest care should be practiced in trying the spirits, as
inany false teachers are gone forth into the world, remembering "aliways that
every spirit that'confesscth that Jesus Christ 1s come in the flesh, is of God—
were we to say nothing of literary acquirements, our brethren might be induced
to think that we were entirely opposed to human learning, upon which, (not-
withstandling we possess but litile, and by no means beligve it essential to salva-
tion) we would barely observe, that so far are we from standing opposed to the
education of vur brethren in the Ministry, that we would rejoice at seeing them
able to put to silence the arguments of infidelity, in all its lucking places, yet we
esteem the language of the Bible, the mast'powerful of any in the world, and
we would advise, that wliere any shall possess the ‘means of acquiring
information, that - they should prudently employ those means for that pur-
pose, with prayerful attention to the Bible, asihe foundation of evangelical lib-
erty. ‘Ifever there was a time when the Churches should be particularin their
attention to the Ministry, the present is one—Let the churches of cer union
awake out of sleep, open therr eves and look abroad, but fust take a view of
the principlcs of faith upen which they were constituted, then see tiie various
inunovations upon those principles which daily appear, not among other socie-
ties, for over these we have no cantrol.  But among our own churches, which
Jeads'us to observe yet more closely ou our sukject, first, that in order to be con-
sisient in our Ministerial course, 1t is eszentially important that we make the
worl of Gud, and nol the opinions of any wan, or sct of men, the standard of
our faith: this done, it is the province of the church to decide whether the
faith of her Ministry be consistént wiih that system of doctrines which she has
-avowed, as the foundation of ber existence; if not, she acts'unworthily of ber-
e!f, and of the name of a church of Christto encourage them in the Ministry.
We do not intend that the church shall lord it over the consciences of the
Ministry, but rather tixat thoge whose consciciices are not reconciled to those
doctrines. should not be sznctioned 2s Ministers among them. Lestwe appear to
be rigid above what is written, we will particularise some of what we estecm
the essential truths of ciiristianity. And they are, fiist—That there is a God of
boundless perfections, that in this God there are three personal relations, as,
Father, Son and Holy Ghost, which, the’ distinct, as to personality, constitute
one indivisible Deity, in casence, power and glory.  Second—this God, thus
described, may be clesilv cogeeived of, as counseling. purpssing, & covenaatingy
indepeddently of all creatuses, Indeed, this idea is cssentially involved in the
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existence of creatures, and, especially when the redemption of sinners are tao
ken into the account. Third—the Scriptures clearly express the idea, that
known unto God were all his works from the beginning. 'I'bis admitted, enoth-
er idea is necessarily involved, which is, that a determination to perform all
His works was setiled in the Eternal mind from the beginning; and again, that
.nothing out of himself could have been the moving cause of his determination
to work. Hence arises to view, fourthly—the sovereignty of Jehovah over all
creatures and things, aud the absolute freedom of the Eternal Mind from obliga-
tion to any, only so far as the covenant of grace, and promiseés of the Gospel
involve obligation. This is, first—mutual between the Sacred three, and se<
cond, between these sud the heirs of Promise, which is purely of Grace:
hence I will work, and none shall letit, is peculiarly characteristic of Jehovah,
whose councils shall stand, and who wili do ali his pleasure. The work of
creation, performed, (agreeably to the original plan) embracing all creatures
and things. Man’s original innocence and rebellion, arise next to view.  1t1e
suflicieat for s to know, that man was made upright, possessing the image of
his Creator, in complete ¢conformity to Fhs will. ~As we have not new to deal
with Hlim as innocent, bat as rebellions; that man, notwitlistanding his fa'l, re-
tains a state of free moral agency, and consequent accountubility to the Divine
government, is clearly supported by the werd of God:  Thathe is capable of
treasuring up wrath, against the day of wrath, notwithstanding Ins death in
trespasses and sins: so that possessicg capacity to sin, shows that bis icapacity
to holiness, is of the moral, and not of the natural kind; and is so0 far from con=
stituting grounds of excuse, that it seals his just condemnation; and so perverse is
his heart and nature, and so strong the hold of earthly, sensual and devlish things
upon his affections, that nothing but Omnipotence iiself in the day ofhis power,
can change the current of bris disposition and affections so as o seek after God.
So that none can come to Christ, except the Father who sent him, draw them,
Hence, the doctrine of salvation by Jesus Christ arises next to view. Ta order
that sinners be saved, the law of God must be magnified and rendered henora-
ble—the justice of God must be satisfied, and the truth of God be maintained,
#0 that his attributes may barmonize in their salvation.

The scriptures afford us abundant evidence that these are accom-
plished by the Son. In this subject the doctrine of atonement 18 involved, in con-
sidering of which, neither the nature of sin abstractedly, the dignity of the
sacrifice, the merits of his sufferings, nor all of them eonjunctly, constitute the
criterion of decision as to the extent of the atonement, for altho’ these are to be
taken into account, yet as the same dignity of person on the part of the sacrifice,
and the same merit of suffering would have been as necessary (on account of
the magnitude of sin,) to the salvation of an individual, as for every individual
of mankind So neither of them singiy,nor all of them conjunctly, could avail for
any, but for the Divine appointment, to which reference must be had, as the
tule of decision. We are theveiore led back to the divine arrangement,by which
Jesus, the Son of God, was given as a covenant to the people, and gave him to
be head over all things to the church. In this transaction, we conceive that
the Son of God was divinely appeinted a federal representative, and covenant
head to the church, which is kis body: in consequence of which, his obedience
and sufferings, yea his whole mediation, did, and must avail for all his spiritual
descendants, and nene others; for the same reason, that they do not avail for
fallen engels. For altho’ he took upon him buman nature in contradistinction front
angelic, yet it was in special connection with Abraham’s spiritual and not Ad-
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am’s natural seed. Hence, to preach repeotance to all, under the supposition
that the atonement was made for all, or to presch general irvitations, for the sauiz
reason, is to abuse the trust reposed in us, und to act incensistently with the in-
structions given us. as ambassadors for. Christ; that we should rather sas bt
men should repent, because morally bound to repcnt and iuvite sinners o coeie
to Christagreeably to his word. -

These are a few of the principle doctrines of the Crose upon which (to be
consistert ,) we should insist: but bow wuch are those Gruths wbused by the
Ministry of ourday? One lhmg more—and which we would sever leave cut
of the account of the principle coctrines of chinsiianity, which is, that regenera-
ting grace when bestowed, is irvariabiy fullowed by a lorsaknm of sin, and ihe
-practice of holiness. by w'n(h the s'thyus of it are known to he ol God.  Geod
waorks are therefore, an essential part of the system of christianity revealed in
the Bible, hut should be carefully arranged, so as to be supported hy the sacied
yolume—to place them before regeneration, is where they never did, or can ex-
exist—to eahort to the prachce of them, 10 order that sivners may escape  hell,
and obtain Heaven, is, in effect, to invert the order of the divine . arrangement,
is to introduce works as the cause of salvation, instead of grace; wl)ereds grace
should be represented as the cause, and good works the effects, and evidence
of grace, and intended under the divine economy to glorify god, to stop the
mouths of gainsayers, strengthen the bands ofsocxetv, recommend our r:ligion to
the attention of the world, and leave the soul in peifect peace, for when I have
respect to all thy commandmems, then have I perfect peace : these are en-
forced by the nature?and law of God: by the footsteps of the flock, and example
of the great shephrrd of the sheep, to these we are sweetly and powerfully
drawu on by the Hol; spirit, who worketh in us to will and do the pleasure of
the Lord, by the clxasteumg dispensations of his hand by the-love of God shed a-
broad in our hearts, joy unspeakable and full of glory, the hope of salvation, amf
the allureme aven. Your Bretfiren in the Lord. -
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