
MINUTES 
OF THE 

ASSOCIATION OF BA'PT IS TS, 
HELD AT DAVID'S FORK MEETING HOUSE. FAYETTE COUNTY. KY .• 

ON THE SECOND SATURDAY IN AUGUST. 18311. 

. Agreeable to appointment, Brother' Dillard preached the introduc. 
tory sennon, from last chap. Mark, 15 and 16 v. I: And he said 
unto them; Go ye into al1 the world and preach the gospel to every 
creature; he that believeth and is baptised shall be saved, but he 
that believeth not shall be damned." 

Letters from the Churches composing this Association were then 
called for and read at the stand, and the names of the messengers 
bearing them enrolled, as follows: 
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Great Crool..... William G. Craig. William Sllggett. G. B. 
Long. Y. R. PICII. A. Smlfh. and B. F. 
KIIl<RIIY. 27 4 4 15 

135 

10 423 
Bryanl·s. Ala ThQmplOn. Ewd. Darneby, Charle. 

Rice. and Tbom .. O. Ellis. 29 1 4 4 4 1 224 
Slamping Groond. Joall Luc .... E. Coppld.e. F. C. Ford. F. 

C. Moe.lla. and J. D. BL .. CK. 113 4 I 10 4 5 40; 
Norlh Elkhorn. (No leller-n6 m_nr.rs.) 
Davld's Fork. E. Darneby. H. EIli.. • Bryant. J. Wea· 

Ihers. G. W. Darneby. M. Coon •• B. 
Chinn. and J. H. Darneby. 186 8 4 51 6 3 628 

Big Spring. Tao •• SUTIIR and Benj. Baldwin. 7 2 4 SB 
Norlh Fork. S. W. Beohm and John S. Hocklnlmith. 21 6 4 1 91 
MOllnt Pleaoant. En. W .. LLIIR. Jamea Smltl •• Spencer Hoi· 

Iowa}". BOd Merit S. Singleton. 
J. W. Sparkl. A. Sbropsblre. J. Cartrlll. 

and J. M. Cblnn. 
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Georgetown. Elijah Hawklnl and ROBT. RBIID. 
Hartwood. No leCler. 
lit Baptist Cburcb. S. M. NOIIL. M. Hoagland. E. Clarke, J. 

Lexington. Ro}"al. P. Tlllon. Jobn Allen. H. C. 
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Pa:rne. B. Taylor. R. Brent. and Jer· 
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AfriCan Cburch. (Under care on.t Baptll! Church.) 22 4 :; 
Parla. J. Wbeat. J. Coonl. Tbomas Scott. L. 

Talbott. H. Crolllen. 
Cain Run. 
Rocky Point. 
Dry Run. 
Long Lick. 
Glen's Creek. 

JOI, .. a Ls .. KII. R. Quarle •• 
Jnmel Wilion. , 
Millon Burcb. W. W. H .. wKl!rs. 
JOllali Smltb and L. D. Tru8i1ell. 
John R. Peten. John G. Mallin. N. C. 
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Thus far business was transacted at the stand; after which, the 
members composing this Association repaired to the meeting house, ami 
proceeded to elect a Moderator and Clerk: whereupon Bl'Other Sugaett 
was elected Moderato!', and Brother Fabricius C. M'Calla, Clerk. The 
Moderator then called the Association to order. 

The letters from Corresponding Associations were called for, read, 
and the names of the messengers bearing them enroiled, as follows: 

Middle District-W. G. Price. . 
Franklin-James Ford, .Toel Scott. 
Salem-William Vaughan. 
Union-Simeon Barton. 
COllcord-
Bapti~t-



·., .. 
Sulpher Fork-(No letter,) John Lancaster, Benj. Dawson. 
South District-S. Stone, S. Corke. 
Boone's Creek-John Robinson, G. Minter, B. P. Evans, D. B. 

Haves, A. Bush. 
North Bend-R. Kirtiy, W. Garett. 
Bracken-Gilbert Mason, John L. Kirk, Mason Owens, J. S. Morris. 
Long Run-Elijah Stout, John L. Waller. 
Tate's Creek-Thomas Jarmin, Peter Tribble, B. Detherage, P. 

Gentry, A. Chenault. 
The Circular Letter was then called for, read and received. 
Brethren Noel, Waller, Taylor, the Moderator and Clerk appointed a 

Committee of Arrangements. 
Brethren Benj. Taylor, Elijah Hawkins, and Asa Smith appointed to 

write corresponding letters. 
Brethren Vaughan, Mason and Noel appointed to preach to-morrow, 

(Lord's day,) and Brethren Kirtly, Higgins and Jarmin on Monday. 
Adjourned to Monday, 9 o'clock. 

MONDAY MORNING, 9 o'clock. 
Met pursuant to adjournment. Committee of Arrangements made 

report, which was received, and proceedings had therewith, as fol· 
lows, viz: . 

1. Our next Association to be held at Paris, second Saturday in Au· 
Jtllst, 1839. . 

2. Bl'other J. D. Black to preach the next introductory sermon. 
3. Brother Edmund Waller to write the next circul811letter. 
4. Corresponding letters called for, read and received, and messen-

gers appointed to bear them, as follows: . 
To Franklin, at Benson, third Saturday in September, 1838-W. 

Suggett, S. M. Noel, Benj. Taylor, F. C. Ford. and W. G. Craig. 
Salem, at Cox's Creek, Nelson county, on Friday before first Satur

day in October, 1838-BenjaminBaldwin, John L.Waller, and Edmund 
Waller. 

Union, at Indian Creek, Harrison. eounty, fourth. Friday in August, 
1838--E. Coppidge, J. S. Leake, James Coons, Joseph Coons, A. 
Shropshire, and E. Darneby. 

Concord, at M'Cool's Bottom, Carroll county, fourth Friday in Au
gu~t, 1838-B. F. Kenney, Thomas Suter, and William Suggett. 

Baptist, at Fox's Creek, Anderson county, first Friday in August, 
1839-C. L. Barnes, J. R. Peters, E. Waller, J. G. Price,.R Giltner, 
J. Leake, R. T. Dillard, and S. M. Noel. 

Boone's Creek, at Bogg's Creek, Fayette county, third Saturday in 
September, 1838-John I,ancaster, E. Bryant; E. Ellis, E. Darneby, 
B. Crim, and S. M. Noel. 

North Bend,at Salem, Boone county, third Friday in August, 1838-
R. Kirtly, B. Taylor, and R. Reed. 

Bracken, at Poplar Run, Fleming county, first Saturday in Septem
her, 1838-S. M. Noel, Josiah Leake, and R. Brent. 

Tate's Creek, at Viney Fork, Madison county, Ky., fourth Saturday 
in August, 1838-John Lancaster, Spencer Holloway, and Wm. Rodes. 

Lonf; Run, at Buck Creek, Shelby county, first Friday in September, 
1838-C. L. Barnes, W. Suggett, S. M. Noel, and E. Coppidge. 

South District, at Doctor's Fork, Mercer county, on Friday before 
the third Saturday in August, 1838'-John S. Higgins. 
. Sulpher Fork, at Eighteen Mile, Oldham county, second Friday in 
September, 1838-:\1. Coons, James Coons, and George Darueby. 

'fhe following resolutions, presented by Brother B. Taylor, were, on 
motion of Brother E. Waller, unanimously adopted: 
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1st. Resolved, That all turnpike roads in this Commonwealth should 
be open and free on the Sabbath day to all persons going to or return
ing from divine service. 

2d. Resolved, That the folIowing brethren, H. C. Payne, Noel, Dil· 
lard, Carr, Kirtly, Taylor, Suggett, Brent, Giltner, Hawkins and Wal
ler be appointed a committee to present a petition to the next Legisla. 
ture against the grant of any power to a turnpike company contra· 
vening the spirit of the first resolution, and respectfully requesting a 
revision of the charter granted to the Lexington and Winchester Turn· 
pike Company, and an expunging of every provision incompatible with 
said resolution. 

3d. Resolved, That the Associations and Churches in our Union, and 
all other religious denominations, and the citizens generally, be request· 
.ed to co-operate with us in this matter. 

S. F. C. M'Calla appointed to superintend the printing of the minutes. 
WILLIAM SUGGETT, Moderator. 

Attest: F. C. M'CALLA, Clerk. 

CIRCULAR LETTER OF THE ELKHORN ASSOCIATION. 
WRITTEN BY ELDER R. T. DILLARD. 

DEAR BaETHREN,-We have selected the subject of personal piety as 
the foundation of our anilUal letter to you; for, amidst the general pros· 
perity of the church in relation to her numerical strength, it is also of 
the greatest imporlance that her graces be multiplied. The "stakes of 
Zion should be strengthened as well as lengthened." 

The Redeemer impresses this subject emphatically upon ,his disciples, 
in exhorting them to "let their light so shine before men, that they may 
see your good works, and glorify your Father who is heaven." 

Dear brethren, we are permitted to live in a very eventful era of the 
Christian church; and it becomes us, as followers of the Lamb, to walk as 
children of light, letting the mild rays received from the Sun of Righteous. 
ness beam all around us, so that they may exert a beneficial influence on 
the respective communities of which we are a part. 

It is certainly true that the active graces of Christianity have been 
displayed, and still are, in an uncommon degree; for neither thefrozen 
regions of the north, nor the torrid climes of the south, ha ve deterred the 
faithful missionary from presenting the claims of' Christianity to the ene
mies of the Saviour. Under the divine command, "Go ye," they ha\'c 
trodden the hallowed ground of Palestine, as well as the classic earth of 
Greece. Unarmed with sword and spear, David like, they have met the 
enemies of the Lord of hosts, and have conquered. Once success was 
doubtful. But now every breeze that swells the proud canvass of ou I' 
happy land wafts to our shores the gladsome intelligence of sinners' 
conv.ersion unto God. Our periodicals teem with revival notices; amI 
even this floor has been recently bedewed with many a penitent's tears. 

But amidst these heart-cheering scenes it becomes every professor of 
?ur holy religion to look to his own ways, and see if they are right; for it 
IS q~estionable whether personal piety has kept pace with the active en· 
crg!es of the church. There are three causes actively engaged in hin· 
derIng the growth of personal piety. The fil'St is a spirit of' controversy, 
so of~en fatui to that quiet and peaceful spirit which is of great price in 
the sl~ht of God. The second is an inordinate love of gain, in search 
of whl~h ~od is so often forgotten and the duties of religion neglected. 
~~e third IS, participation in those political contests which have dividtJ 
clhzcns and rendered the streams of human life as bitter as the wateri 
of Mara. From these streams flow a hundred streamle.ts, all in their 



tendencies calculated to prevent our growth in grace and mar the beau-
ty of the Lord's h~use.. ..... . 

It is not our design to enter mto a theolOgical diScussion of this subject, 
but simply to present a few facts drawn from the word of God, that we 
may be mutually benefitted. It is neither the light of nature nor science 
to which our attention is now cited, but the light of revelation, and called 
"yours," because freely derived from the sun of righteousness, through 
the word of truth and by the Spirit of the Lord. Indeed, the church is 
the great light-house of the world, and the Bible the golden lamp in its 
centre. Hence David could say Ihat the word of God was a lamp to his 
feet. Christians should at all times reflect the heavenly glory. And 
now, brethren, the nearer we can get to the fountain of all light the more 
luminous shall we be. When Moses was on the mount with God, his 
face beamed forth the supernatiIrallight of heaven; and when the three 
Apostles were with Jesus on the mount they were baptized in a flood of 
light. And so it will be now, in a less degree, with all who struggle to con
form themselves to the holy image of Jesus, by following him in all things. 

If, then, it be conceded that the church i:s the light-house of the world, 
(Jesus says ye are the light of the world,) ought this light to be put under 
a bushel1 No--but rather let it irradiate the darkest corner of our globe. 
Yes-startle not, gentle reader-through the instrumentality of the 
church the Bible light should shine around the world-the whole world
and in the light of' personal piety ilie principles bf the Bible proven to be 
of divine origin. 

Dear brethren, bear with us, whilst we endeavor to enforce this doc
trine; and what we say to you we apply to ourselves. What gives an edge 
to the truth of the Bible, but the fact that professors of religion walk as 
become their high vocationl What gives edge to the ministrations of 
the pulpit, but the fact iliat the herald ofsalvntion performs himself what 
he exhorts others to do. Therefore in all we do, whether publicly or pri
vately, collectively or individually, "holiness to the Lord" should be 
stamped thereon. 

Particularly in the personal relations of life should th9 light of person
al piety shine. Are you a parent or guardian of childrenl Your holy 
conduct and conversation become the most powerful commentary to illus
trate the truth of Christianity. And on the contrary, infidelity is con
firmed within them when they behold an empty profession tlf religion, and 
nothing else. Are you elevated to posts of honor. in the Government? 
There too let the beams of sacred truth play around you, that the power of 
our holy religion may be felt and its glorious light Seel} afar off. No mat
ter what be the condition in life, let your light shine, and so shine that 
others may see your good works, and glorify vour Father who is in heaven. 

Finally-to the young converts, who have recently taken up the cross, 
we would particularly address ourselves. Young friends, we look upon 
you with the deepest interest. Now is the time, the very time. for your 
character for future usefulness to be formed. \Ve, your seniors in the 
church, are f~st pa~sing away, and we look to you to hold up the standard 
of the cross 10 cur stend. And our heal·ts' desire and prayer to God is 
that you may do it with purer hands than we have. Let your fathers 
in Israel exhort you to heavcnly mindedness and holiness, without which 
"no man shall see the Lord!" Be prayerful, be humble, be affectionate 
and kind one to another. And if any of our young brethren feel a strong 
desire for the salvation of sinners, and believc it their duty to warn them 
of their danger, do not stifle the convictions of conscipnce; get behind 
the cross and "hold forth the word of life" with pure hands. 

Farewell, dear brethren in the Lord. May the grace of our Lord 
JestlS he with you all. Amen. ' 
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