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PREFACE

God has used Florence Baptist Church in a miglaty w my life. | remember
as a child learning John 3:16 with Bob Hall and K¥ark in Royal Ambassadors. |
remember Pete Coleman, a faithful student pasgoiipping me for ministry and daring
me to dream big. | was saved, baptized, calleditostry, married, and now serve at
FBC. | am deeply indebted to and love my churgty. project was an attempt to
mobilize FBC to take the gospel to a communityeeah of the gospel.

My project is dedicated to my family, FBC, and \t¢hine. Julianne, my wife
of nine years, understands sacrifice and has begleraless encourager in my life. Her
tenderness and toughness are unmatched. FBGiig@hacommitted to the gospel and
ready to go here, near, and far, proclaiming thedgoews of Jesus Christ. White Pine is
a community responding to the gospel. The Nunnljamas been an answer to prayer.
This family willingly opened up their lives and hes) took on risk, and welcomed FBC
into their community. | also include the young menet as basketball players but now
know as friends: Devin, Chad, Junior, Scott, Bekjah, Isaiah, and Jacob. | pray these
young men find their satisfaction and joy in JeGusist. | also pray FBC will continue
to take the light of the gospel into the darkegplates.

Finally, | want to thank the faculty of Southeran@inary and the men that
made up my cohort. The bond formed over a shoe,ti pray, will continue through a

lifetime of ministry.

Benjamin Clayton Brown
Florence, Kentucky

December 2013
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CHAPTER 1
INTRODUCTION

Purpose

The purpose of this project was to mobilize FloeeBaptist Church in

planting small group Bible studies throughout lpcalilti-housing communities.

Goals

The first goal was to gain an understanding of ledi@ctive Florence Baptist
Church is in reaching neighboring multi-housing coumities with the gospel.
Greenlawn and White Pine are two mobile home conitiesriocated less than two miles
from the church building. At the onset of thisjpat, only one family from Greenlawn
attended worship services regularly at FlorenceiBap

The second goal was for the church to changdtitade from event
evangelism to servant evangeli$nThe existing evangelism strategy of FBC was teeha
big events at the church building and hope peopleldvcome to Christ through these
events. Every Christmas, Easter, and Independ2ageFBC hosted a special speaker,
performed a musical, or play. These events wetkeattended but have not reached
Greenlawn or White Pine. Authors Colin Marshalll drony Payne explains events are
convenient and easy to control for the leadergbents require unbelievers to come to

the church building on the church’s own termsthie end, an event approach could

!Steve SjogrenConspiracy of Kindneg&entura, CA: Regal, 1993), 17. Steve Sjogren in
Conspiracy of Kindnesdefined servant evangelism as “demonstrating ignless of God by offering to
do some act of humble service with no strings agdc’ Alvin Reid,Introduction to Evangelism
(Nashville: Broadman & Holman Publishers,1998),.28@in Reid inIntroduction to Evangelisrdefined
servant evangelism as “a combination of simple atksndness and intentional personal evangelism.”
prefer Reid’s definition for my project becausetud emphasis on personal evangelism. With Sjogren’
definition the actual communication of the gospmild be ignored.



distract the church from evangelidmin Acts, the church is consistently on the move,
constantly sharing the gospel. For the projettesuccessful, FBC would adopt the
evangelism method of the early church.

The third goal was personal and drawn from MattBe36-38. In this text,
Jesus saw the crowd of people and had compassithreonbecause they were harassed
and helpless, like sheep without a shepherd. leklikis disciples, “The harvest is
plentiful, but the laborers are few; therefore ypearnestly to the Lord of the harvest to
send out laborers into his harve¥tI"wanted to pray earnestly for workers. The goal
was to pray each day for members who are goinigeartobile home communities and
for more who will join in the harvest from Greenlaand White Pine. A prayer journal
was created to help fulfill this goal.

The overarching goal of my project was gospel ghaw Greenlawn and
White Pine through the planting of small group Bibtudies. As the gospel was planted,
small groups formed to house the growth. Paultpththe gospel and formed churches.
Paul stated the gospel was going throughout thédvbearing fruit and growing (Col.

1:5-6). When the gospel is planted, lives are ghdrand small groups will be formed.

Context of Ministry Project
Florence Baptist Church was located in Floren@anticky. The city of
Florence was the eighth largest city in the statbwaas located in the seventy-first most
rapidly growing county in the natidhFlorence had approximately 28,381 residents and

was located in Boone County, Kentucky, just teremgouth of Cincinnati, Ohb.

%Colin Marshall and Tony Payn&he Trellis and the Vingingsford, Australia: Matthias
Media, 2009), 19.

3Unless otherwise noted, all Scripture referencegaien from the English Standard Version.

“Richard Lunnemann, “City of Florence Kentucky, mittwww.florence-ky.gov/docs/admin/
demographics2010.pdf (accessed July 6, 2011).

*Lunnemann, “City of Florence Kentucky,” (accessely &, 2011).
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Growth in this city had been attributed to the pmaky to major modes for
transportation, including 1-71, 1-75, 1-275, then€innati/Northern Kentucky
International Airport, and the Ohio River. The nadhousehold income for Boone
County in 2010 was $69,500, and the county hachemployment rate of 9.3 percent
during this same yedr.

FBC was located at 642 Mount Zion Road in Florekantucky, and over
50,000 people lived within three miles of the chiubaiilding’ In that three-mile radius,
there were more than 19,000 households with aragedrousehold size of 2.62 people
and a median age of 34.4 ye&r3he average household income was $70,627, b the
are nearly 4,000 households living under $35,098a in this three-mile radids.
Greenlawn and White Pine mobile home communitied@rated less than two miles
away from the church building.

FBC's racial composition reflected the communitgnsisting predominately
of Caucasian members. The racial descriptionageHiving within a three-mile radius
of the church building was 91.2% Caucasian, 3.9i8p#&hic, 2.8% African-American,
and 2.7% Asiar®

FBC was over 150 years old. Members from Dry Ci€klarch of the North
Bend Association planted FBC in 1855. FBC contthteegrow, and on March 8, 2009,

the first worship service was held at the new amdent location off Mount Zion Road,

8lbid.

"U.S. Bureau of the Censuf)émographic and Income Profile, Florence, KY
http://quickfacts.census.gov/qfd/states/21/2121984.(accessed January 13, 2011.)

8Ibid.
%Ibid.

Vbid.



with more than 1,500 people in attendance. FBCmade up of 2,774 members,
averaged 1,223 people in Sunday morning worshigh686 in Sunday school in 201.

In addition to being a church plant itself, FBC laéso planted churches. The
first church plant occurred in 1960, with July 2860, as the first recorded meeting of
Greenview Chapéf Less than a year later, Greenview Baptist Chwa$ dedicated on
March 4, 1961, as a mission church of FBCIn 1960, FBC sent sixty members to the
new church plant and supported it until the churels self-sustaininy® The building is
still standing, and the church still worships thiraay.

Church planting was reignited at FBC in 1994 with talling of Stuart
Perkins as the Minister of Missions. Perkins wasifFort Worth, Texas, where he had
served as Minister of Missions at Gambrell Stregptst Church. This church was the
first to implement the Key Church Progrdra program aimed primarily at people in
multi-housing communities such as mobile homesttapnts, and low-rent housing
developments$® Perkins set the vision for FBC to establish chascin targeted
communities by sending volunteers from FBC to |Bdile studies, reach people for
Christ, and equip them for ministry. Volunteersir&BC would then transfer the
ministry to those who were living in the commuratyd growing in their faith. Perkins

stated, “Eventually the program will turn to Bildidy, and some satellites may start

Y«annual Church Profile for Kentucky Baptist Churshend Mission, Florence Baptist
Church,” Kentucky Baptist Convention, Louisvill€)10.

2\Michael CapekChurch at the Crossroad&noxville: Tennessee Valley Publishing, 2005),
216.

Bibid., 217.
“bid.

Bibid, 299.

Ibid.



worship services in a community room or in a hobse at first, the main goal is simply
to reach out to people who are not being reachesttisr churches**

From 1994 to 1997, while Perkins served as Ministévlissions, FBC planted
nine churche&® In the fall of 1994, four members of FBC respahttethe call to be
volunteer missionaries to unreached communitiédarence™® Perkins planted a church
in Triple Crown. This church met from March 239¥9to April 26, 2000, averaging
twenty people in weekly attendance. Jeff Knutsiamged a church in Turfway
Apartments on March 20, 1997, and members lasomduly 25, 1999. During this
two-year period, the church averaged nineteen paapheekly worship. Gary and Jan
Martin planted a church in Edward Avenue Apartmenritbis church met January 18,
1998, to September 22, 2003, averaging eighteeplgpaoweekly attendance.

In addition to Boone County, FBC volunteer nossiries planted churches
in surrounding communities and cities. Wes Kidwefle of the original four volunteer
missionaries, planted a church in the city of LudlacChurches were also planted in the
cities of Covington and Cincinnati. However, narie¢hese churches meets for worship
today. When Stuart Perkins left FBC for the misdield in 1997, the vision for church
planting went with him, for he was the leader o$ thovement.

Since Perkins’s departure in 1997, FBC has gronmembership and has
changed its location. It is useful to study FB@'ewth patterns over the past eleven
years because in 2000, FBC had its highest avatsgedance at its weekly Sunday

morning worship service and Sunday school cla€s&om 2000 to 2008, weekly

Ybid.
B1bid, 365.

¥1bid., 299.

“Annual Church Profile, Florence Baptist Church.



worship attendance dropped from 1,072 to 818Veekly Sunday school attendance also
dropped from 882 to 64%7. In 2009, FBC moved to a new location next to joma

United States highway, and worship attendance ase@ dramatically. The average
worship attendance in 2009 was 1,062, and in 20ireased to 1,223 peofie.

Sunday school attendance did not increase as dcathgtwith an average of 667 people
in 2009 and 686 in 2019.

In the past eleven years, giving increased fror648,935 to $2,485,337
annually?® From 2000 to 2010, the number of baptisms fluemi®etween a high of
eighty-four in 2000 and a low of thirty-seven in033° The yearly average of baptisms
for that time period is sixty-thre@.

| was the youth pastor at FBC for the past thesryand have been a member
of this church for over twenty years. The seniastpr has asked if | would research
planting churches in communities around FBC, amiploject represented the

culmination of my investigation.

Rationale for Project
While FBC continued to grow, many people withitheee-mile radius of the
church building did not attend. People who livedsreenlawn and White Pine mobile
home communities had not responded to FBC’s exgjstinde of outreach, which was to

invite others to special FBC functions. Theref¢tBC needs to modify its efforts to

“bid.
Zpid.
Zpid.
bid.
“lbid.
bid.

Zbid.



reach them. Due to the beliefs that Jesus isnheveay to heaven (John 14:6, Acts
4:12), that God deserves the worship of every pefBs 150:6, Phil 2:10-11), and that he
has commanded his church to go and make disciplat (8-20, Acts 1:8), FBC had to
obey the command to go.

FBC did not have to go far. A good starting poeuais to practice loving our
neighbors, specifically Green Lawn and White Pirabile home communities. People
need hope, and it is found in Jesus Christ. Thve®a need for the residents of Green
Lawn and White Pine mobile home communities to kdesus as Lord and Savior. In
order to reach them with the gospel, FBC neededuisit its efforts to plant churches.

In 1994, FBC attempted to plant churches all okerTri-State area, and Stuart Perkins
commented, “My challenge is to take the gospel ags®ut of the sanctuary and into
the marketplace?® FBC'’s senior pastor, Tim Alexander, stated in4l8%at the Key
Church Program was a model for how churches willespeople in the next centufy.|
agreed with both men. Church planting was the Wwagtto obey the Great Commission.
In Acts 5:42, the apostles are in the temple andggimom house to house every day,
never ceasing to preach and teach about Jesus.sik@®@ follow the model the early
church established. In so doing, the benefits diel two-fold: the community would
benefit from seeing neighbors experience new tif€hrist, and the church would benefit
from seeing members obediently walking with ChriStansformed lives and personal

revival were the benefits sought through this pbje

Definitions
Planting small group Bible studies meant plantirsgrell number of people

who meet regularly for the purpose of spiritualfiedtion and evangelistic outreach with

“Capek,Church at the Crossroad803.

“Ibid.



the goal of multiplicatiori® These small group Bible studies were what Matte®a
called “missional communities” They balanced the internal focus of followingukes
with an external focus on incarnating the gospéh@ir communities? Also, they were
ready to multiply and share the gospel as they? gbhe number of people in a small
group would depend on the size of the meeting pléenost circumstances it would be
between eight and twelve people.

Servant evangelism, while it would include seryimyst also include the
proclamation of the gospel. Bill Bright of CampDeisade uses three points to describe
evangelism: “First, it is physical, for it involsgoing to people. Second, it is verbal
because the message of salvation must be cleadegmed verbally. Third, it is
volitional, for the evangelist seeks a willful resise from the hearef? Bill Bright's
definition of evangelism was good but did not imt#uthe service aspect of servant
evangelism. Charles Roesel and Donald Atkinsomeégiministry evangelism as,
“meeting people at the point of their need and stering to them physically and
spiritually with the intent of presenting the gaoelws of God'’s love in order to introduce
people to Jesus™ Alvin Reid defines servant evangelism as, “a ciowtion of simple

acts of kindness and intentional personal evangeli§ Charles Roesel’s concept of

3J0el ComiskyHow to Lead a Great Cell Group Meeting So Peopletta Come Back
(Houston: Touch, 2001), 13.

31barrin Patrick and Matt CarteFor the City(Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 2010), 122.
#pid.
#FIbid.

3bid., 177.

*Donald Atkinson and Charles Roeddketing Needs, Sharing Chrigtashville: LifeWay,
1995), 10.

*Reid, Introduction to Evangelisp209.



ministry evangelism and Reid’s definition of servamangelism were applicable for goal
two of my project because of the focus both plamethtentional evangelism.

Steve Sjogren defines servant evangelism as, “dstrading the kindness of
God by offering to do some act of humble servicéwb strings attached” Sjogren
had many ideas for service projects but his dedimican lead to the gospel not being
verbally communicated. Water bottles could beritisted without the gospel ever being
presented. Larry Short agreed with Sjogren. Sdtates, “I think back about all the
soul-winning methods | studied as a youth, andnaes why | was so blind to the best
method of all, serving people and trying to meetrtheeds*® Servant evangelism must
include the communication of the gospel. Evangeisimpossible if Jesus Christ is
never presented as Lord and Savior.

Will Metzger warned about keeping a balancevben a narrow and a broad

definition of evangelisni’ He states,

Narrowly defined, witnessing is confined to a raisahof a few gospel facts in the
hearing of a nonbeliever. Broadly defined, it isatever we do as Christians before
a watching world. Neither of these definitionsa&isfactory. The first narrows
witness to only our lips; the second broadensjiiso being nice. Clearly the way
we live is a primary aspect of our witness. Yetlde is to be coupled with telling
God's truth. People need to be told who makedives different. The airplane of
Christian witness has two wings: our lives (conjlacd our lips (conversatiofyj.

Servant evangelism kept a healthy balance betaewmrow and a broad
definition of evangelism. As members of FBC pread servant evangelism in
Greenlawn and White Pine, residents would not eaebya difference in the lives of FBC,

but would hear about Jesus Christ who makes tlferdifce.

3’Sjogren,Conspiracy of Kindnesd7.

*Robert Logan and Larry ShoNlobilizing for CompassiofGrand Rapids: Revell, 1994),
184.

Will Metzger, Tell the Truth(Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity Press, 2002), 24.

“Ubid., 24-25.



Limitations and Delimitations

A limitation for this project was the fifteen-weékne constraint to complete
planting Bible studies in the multi-housing comntigs. The fifteen-week time
constraint removed church planting from the reafmpassible options for a project.
Planting small groups would be a small step towhedarger goal of planting a church in
the future and was accomplished within the fifteezek time limit. A delimitation for
this project was the specific location of Green haamd White Pine mobile home
communities. These communities were selected lsedduey were the closest in

proximity to the church building.

10



CHAPTER 2

BIBLICAL AND THEOLOGICAL SUPPORT
FOR PLANTING SMALL GROUPS

Alvin Reid, inFire Fall, states, “Boniface, the leading revivalist of dighth
century, lived a life that was consumed with a fwlg- mission: to awaken the Christians
and to evangelize the pagarsPlanting small groups in Greenlawn and White Pine
reflected Boniface’s two-fold mission of equippitigg church for mission and reaching a
community with the gospel. Planting small groupk iequire Florence Baptist Church
to wake up, as Boniface put it, and evangelizel loazbile home communities. Jesus
commanded the church to make disciples, baptizandgt@aching them everything he
commanded (Matt 28:18-26) Planting the gospel and forming small groups orees
way to make disciples. When the church sharegabpel, people will hear and some
will be saved (Rom 1:16, 10:13-17, Col 1:6). Farghsmall groups will help new
believers grow in their relationship with Jesusi§thr

Chapter 2 examines the biblical and theologicahétation for planting small
group Bible studies. The focus will be on threedsific issues: (1) why prayer is
essential to the mission of making disciples; () necessity of the gospel being
preached for people to be saved; and (3) how foepeate a gospel movement. Each

section will conclude with an examination of thelgahurch in Acts.

Yn Fire Fall, Malcolm McDow and Alvin Reid define revival as &s invasion into the lives
of one or more of his people in order to awakemtisgiritually for kingdom ministry. The verb “awaik’
here refers to a church that is lethargic or coogtdcoming alive and living out the mission of Godhe
daily lives of its members. Itis a spiritual awakng. See Malcolm McDow and Alvin Reigire Fall:
How God Has Shaped History through Revi&sumclaw, WA: Pleasant Word, 2002), 7, 110.

11



Pray

Prayer is the alarm clock that will awaken a silegghurch. S. D. Gordon
says, “You can do more than pray after you havggatabut you cannot do more than
pray until you have prayed.”If Green Lawn and White Pine mobile home commiesit
are going to be reached with the gospel, God vaMeto move in the hearts of his people
and send out workers into his field.

Jesus and his disciples dealt with the same protlemg his earthly ministry.
In Matthew 9:36-38, many in the region remainedeached despite Jesus’ growing
ministry* When Jesus saw the crowds, he gave a speciéictitin to his disciples to
pray for more workers to be sent out (Matt 9:36-3Bjie command to pray for more
workers is critical for mobilizing a church to madtssciples. The context for Matthew
9:36-38 and the condition of the crowd are impdrtarunderstand. Jesus had
compassion on the crowd when he saw their conditidre church will imitate Jesus’
compassion when it recognizes the condition otctioevd. It is specifically this
condition that made the command to pray for workegent, a condition that has not

changed to this day; thus, the command to praw@wkers remains as urgent as ever.

Context

The context in which the command to pray for mocekers was given is
described in Matthew 9:35. Jesus was going throuigall the cities and villages,
teaching and proclaiming the gospel and healingadiss. As Jesus traveled, many
people came to him. When Jesus saw the crowdsstreicted his disciples to pray (Matt
9:36-38). People rushed to Jesus because theyineesperate need of him. Jesus was

on the move, in the cities and in the villages, hadaw the crowds. Jesus knew the

3McDow and ReidFire Fall, 139.

“Craig BlombergMatthew The New American Commentary, vol. 22 (NashviBeoadman,
1992), 166.

12



harvest field was plentiful, so he commanded hssigles to pray for more workers as
they saw the crowd.

The context of this passage in Matthew is importantnderstand. Without
looking at context, a local church may think itisnecessary to pray for more workers.
A church may have enough ushers, Sunday schodigeg@astors, choir members,
nursery workers, and thus have no need for mor&ever The context of Matthew 9
displays the mission of the church going beyondbth&ling and flowing into the harvest
field, a field that is plentiful and in need of Wwers. When the church, like Jesus, is on
the move, the work will be overwhelming, and thech&r workers will be evident. If
the church decides to remain isolated within the fealls of a building, she will fail to
see those who are in desperate need of the Sadoimward focused church will miss
the crowds.

FBC is located less than two miles away from Giesnn and White Pine
mobile home communities. Only one family from Grieevn hold membership in the
church and attend on a weekly basis. Through patsoterviews, it was discovered that
many church members had never heard of Green LaWhde Pine or where these
communities are located. A community of nearly Bofnes, less than two miles away
from the church building, remains largely unnoticéthe crowds are still present today,
and as FBC focuses outside the church building, Wik become evident to the church
membership. Reggie McNeal describes many chuhésiving a refuge mentality. He

stated,

Those with a refuge mentality view the world ougsitde church as the enemy.
Their answer is to live inside the bubble in a €fain subculture. Evangelism in
this worldview is about churching the unchurcheat,sonnecting people to Jesus.
It focuses on cleaning people up, changing thehabi®r so church people can be
more comfortable around them. Refuge churchesaci enormous self-
preoccupation. They deceive themselves into hieligthey are a potent force.

®Reggie McNealThe Present Future: Six Tough Questions for ther€h(San Francisco:
Jossey-Bass, 2003), 9.

13



When the church views a building as a refugelswbmes preoccupied with
keeping the church members happy, the crowds wiighored. FBC cannot adopt a
fortified attitude. The church’s recent move toeaviocation and into a new building
does not help. Thom Rainer,lating the Elephanttates, “Many times, when a
growing church builds, the focus shifts from reaghiost people to completing a
building project and that change of focus kills ittugrowth.® Jesus saw the crowds
because he went throughout all the cities andgeBaand this led him to command his
disciples to pray for more workers to be sent Mat( 9:35-36). The disciples did not
have to ask why because they saw the crowds. FBGeg the crowds and be driven to

pray for more workers only as the church joinsltbed in his harvest field.

Condition

Just as the context of this passage is importamhderstand, so too is
considering the condition of the crowd. The cohteakes this command to pray for
more workers evident, and the condition of the domakes it urgent. The crowds are
described as being harassed and helpless, likg stiteut a shepherd (Matt 9:36).
Sheep do not have sharp claws or teeth to fighpraffiators, and they are not fast enough
to escape them. Without a shepherd, sheep ardédlsspelhe imagery portrayed in this
passage is that of sheep wounded by hostile anithatsvn down, and left helple$s.
Sheep without a shepherd point to people who agedat danger and without resources
to escape from f. The critical nature of the condition of the croledds to urgency in

praying for help.

®Thom Rainer and Chuck Lawlegzating the Elephant: Leading the Established Chutch
Growth (Crestwood, KY: Pinnacle, 2003), 82.

"Leon Morris, The Gospel According to Matthd@rand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1992), 239.

®bid.
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In Christ people have hope, for he is the Good Béep(John 10:11, 14).
People who are without Jesus today are in a hapales desperate situation. Until the
church realizes the spiritual condition of thoseowdo not know Christ, there will be no
urgency in praying for more workers to help resthwese who are perishing. The Bible
paints a clear picture of those who do not knowislas Lord. People without Christ are
perishing and blinded by the devil, unable to $eelight of the gospel of the glory of
Christ (2 Cor 4:3-4). Unbelievers are dead inrthreispasses and sins (Eph 2:1). Outside
of Christ people are living in the domain of darks€Col 1:13). The church should
never ignore or grow hardened to the fact that j[gedgsperately need Jesus Christ.
There are too many hurting and desperate peopletagtfew workers going to them
with the gospel. The solution Jesus gave wasdgp for more workers. Understanding
the condition in which Jesus commanded his dissifggray to the Lord of the harvest
to send out workers creates an urgency and eaasssto pray. Praying for more
workers to be sent out will become urgent and esanvben FBC understands the

spiritual condition of the crowds.

Compassion

When Jesus saw the crowds and the condition tegtvtlere in, he had
compassion on them (Matt 9:36). Jesus was nevenwab to the people who
surrounded him. He always acted on his compassibe. cause of Jesus’ ceaseless
activity is traceable to his compassion on the dstvRobert Logan explains, “Each

time Scripture records that Jesus had compassvwasiimmediately followed by action

°R. T. FranceMatthew Tyndale New Testament Commentaries (Downers Giave
InterVarsity, 1985), 179.
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to meet human need¥’” Leon Morris adds, “The compassion of Jesus idnotan pity,

but divine compassion for troubled peopté.He continues,

The main thing about Jesus seeing the crowds iwheh or where he saw the
crowds but that he had compassion on them. IiINdve Testament this verb is
always used of Jesus or by Jesus in his parabiegarticularly associated with
him. H. Koster comments, “Outside the originalgides of Jesus there is no
instance of the word being used of men. It is gbwased to describe the attitude of
Jesus and it characterizes the divine nature ofétis™?

Jesus’ first compassionate action after he sawrbwds was to command his
disciples to pray for more workers to be sent ditie first compassionate action the
church must take in reaching the lost is to prayworkers to be sent out. Every member
must be on mission. Compassion must not be cofiwgl sympathy. Ed Stetzer in
Ready or Not: A New SBC is Comistates, “Midtown Fellowship church in Columbia,
South Carolina, engaged thousands of people threoghl ministries to the homeless,
sick, orphaned, and poof>” The planter and pastor of this church, Dustinlig/isays,

“Too many times people see needs and are maybeneweed to tears, but do nothing.
This is being sentimental. The truth is that tharch is called to do something about it.
That is compassion:* Compassion drives FBC to do something about theds who

do not know Jesus Christ. Jesus directs his casigpaand the compassion of his church

to prayer.

%Robert Logan and Larry Shohjobilizing for Compassion: Moving People into Minjs
(Grand Rapids: Revell, 1994), 16.

“Morris, The Gospel According to Matthe@39.
bid., 238-39.

¥ed Stetzer and Philip Nation, “Ready or Not: A NS®C is Coming,” iriThe Great
Commission Resurgencsd. Chuck Lawless and Adam Greenway (Nashvill& 1B, 2010), 377.

“bid.

16



Command

The command Jesus gave his disciples and givehtish today is to pray
earnestly to the Lord of the harvest to send dutriers into his harvest (Matt 9:38). The
work is extensive, the harvest is plentiful, bug thorkers are few. R. T. France states,
“The harvest being plentiful represents the croWdemple who are ready to respond to
the gospel *® Jesus was speaking of people who are ripe ftwsian in the kingdom,
and in this situation it is necessary that somethie done to bring them fi.Crops must
be gathered into the barn, and this requires werkbr the same way, while God does
the saving, he calls, sends, and works througpdogle who join him in his harvest.

The crowd in Matthew 9:35-38 displayed the reatligt there were too few workers for
this massive work. The same is true today, and¢dn@mand to ask the Lord of the
harvest for reinforcements is not outdatédsreen Lawn and White Pine mobile home
communities will never be reached if workers aresemt out on mission.

Workers are needed from two areas. One group dfex®who need to be
sent out is passive observers. Passive obsemveld loe called “spectators” because they
listen to the pastor preach, hear the choir sitignd on a weekly basis, but are not
actively reaching the lost with the gospel. Tharch has a mission, and it is to join God
in his redemptive work in the world. Reggie McNstiltes, “Many church members
have forgotten why they showed up for work, andhewerse, many of them have never
known there was a work to be dorf&.’A member of a church is a member in the
mission. God changes hearts and turns spectatorservants. Jonathan Edwards once

prayed, “Return, O Lord, and visit thy churcheg] agvive thine own work in the midst

BErance Matthew 179.

®Morris, The Gospel According to Matthe@39.
YFrance Matthew 179.

18\cNeal, The Present Future9.
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of us.”™® Oswald Sanders explains how important prayeriwaslation to changing

people’s hearts:

It is one thing to believe such power is availablg, another thing to practice it.
People are difficult to move; it is much easieptay for things or provisions than to
deal with the stubbornness of the human heart.irBjuist these intricate situations
the leader must use God’s power to move humandgattie direction he believes
to bezghe will of God. Through prayer the leadas the key to that complicated
lock.

The other group of workers who need to be senisallie group of believers
who are in the harvest field but not working. Tarsup could be called the sluggards:
they will do some work but only if asked or prodde®luggards have no passion for
reaching the lost with the gospel. Craig Blombettarifies, “The phrase ‘send out’ in
Matthew 9:38 could also be translated ‘thrust cartd it could even refer to workers
already in the field who need to have a fire lideanthem to thrust them out of their
comforts into the world of need™ Laborers will be sent out into the harvest fiatdthe
church prays for the Lord of the harvest to sendenoait. Through prayer the church
will be awakened to the plentiful harvest field ganh in the work of evangelizing the

lost.

The Early Church: Pray
The early church understood that the power of Gasl meeded if the mission
of God was going to be accomplished. Their desperéor God’s power is evident in
the priority they gave to prayer. Of 85 NT occuawes, the verb “pray” appears 34 times
in Luke and Acts, with 16 of these occurrences tbimnActs (Acts 1:24; 6:6; 8:15;
9:11,40; 10:9,30; 11:5; 12:12; 13:3; 14:23; 16265:36; 21:5; 22:17; 28:8} The Book

9Jonathan Edwarddpnathan Edwards on Revival: A Narrative of SuripgsConversions
(Carlisle, PA: Banner of Truth Trust, 1965), 3.

23, Oswald SanderSpiritual LeadershiffChicago: Moody, 1994), 90.

ZBlomberg,Matthew 167.
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of Acts displayed the church as a praying commuwsegking God'’s direction, depending
upon God, and actively submitting to hfth.The church was devoted to prayer (Acts
1:14; 2:42). Its members prayed specifically alibatr mission (Acts 2:46-47; 4:24-31,
13:3)?* As the church patiently waited on God’s timirtue tisciples were praying and
readying themselves for their task as a grouparrell Bock explains, “These prayers
are not so much for individual personal needsfdutheir needs as a community in
terms of their mission; they call on God to supploetm with spiritual provision for that
mission.®

When the church was persecuted, they gatheredhrgand prayed that they
would continue to speak the word with boldnesse Lbrd answered by filling them all
with the Holy Spirit, who enabled them to contintaespeak the word of God with
boldness (Acts 4:21-39). Persecution broke outtheadhurch scattered, but as they
went, they preached the word (Acts 8:3-4). Thaydled as far as Antioch and preached
the Lord Jesus to Hellenists (Acts 11:20). Thepgbwas spreading over any and all

barriers; God answered prayers and sent workevdhiatharvest field. He will do the

same today.

“Darrell Bock,Acts Baker Exegetical Commentary on The New Testarf@rind Rapids:
Baker Academic, 2007), 151.

“bid.

bid., 79.

Bbid.

Ibid., 202-03.
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Preach

The gospel is God at wofk. Robert Mounce clarifies, “The good news is not
a lifeless message but a vibrant encounter foryemerwho responds in fait® As the
gospel is planted in a community it will bear fruRaul wrote about gospel growth in his
letter to the church in Colossae. Paul explaiegyibspel, which had come to those not
only in Colossae but throughout the world, was inggiruit and growing since the day
they heard it and understood the grace of Goduih {{Col 1:5-6). Gospel-centered small
groups will form as FBC plants the gospel of J&Shgst in Green Lawn and White Pine

mobile home communities.

Gospel Substance

The gospel is the power of God for salvation torgeee who believes (Rom
1:16). Clarity on the gospel is a non-negotiatdeduse it is the means through which
God accomplishes salvation (Rom 1:16). John Mustates, “The implication of
Romans 1:16 is that God’s salvation power is thiothg gospel alon€”® Dwight L.
Moody compares the gospel to a lion when he staddlshe preacher has to do is to
open the door of the cage and get out of the WayAh overview of the gospel is made
up of four basic components: (1) God is sovereigrator; (2) people are eternally
separated from God because of sin; (3) the pensdmwark of Jesus Christ; (4) the

individual's response to Jesus ChfistGreg Gilbert, in his booWhat is the Gospe|

?’Robert MounceRomansThe New American Commentary, vol. 27 (NashviBeoadman &
Holman, 1995), 70.

“bid.

2John MurrayThe Epistle to the RomariBhe New International commentary on The New
Testament, vol. 1 (Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1968), 2

bid.

3Greg GilbertWhat is the Gospel@®Vheaton, IL: Crossway, 2010), 28-31.
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summarizes these four points as God, man, Chridtrespons& More specifically, the
gospel is the good news that Jesus Christ diel@nrbss as the sacrificial substitute for
sinners and rose again, making a way for people teeconciled to Gotf. On a personal
level the gospel can again be broken down into basic components: (1) God is creator
and judge of my life; (2) | am a sinner and segatdtom God; (3) Jesus stood in my
place taking on my sin and giving me his righte@ssn (4) | must make a personal
decision to turn from sin and follow Christ as Lor@harles Spurgeon recognizes the

significance of keeping the gospel clear:

He will succeed best, who keeps closest to souhgdwith. He that keeps to the
simple story of the cross, tells men over and egain that whosoever believes in
Christ is not condemned; that to be saved, notisinganted but a simple trust in the
crucified Redeemer; he whose ministry is much mauef the glorious story of the
cross, the sufferings of the dying Lamb, the merc§sod, the willingness of the
great Father to receive returning prodigals; he wins, in fact, from day to day,
‘Behold the Lamb of God, which takes away the githe world,’ he is likely to be
a soul-winner especially if he adds to this mudchypr for souls, much anxious
desire that men may be brought to Jesus, and theis private life seeks as much
as inspis public ministry to be telling out to oth®f the love of the dear Savior of
men:

The church must understand the gospel befowmipceach the gospel to the
community. Only as people understand what thegaswill they be able to
communicate it clearly to others. Paul understin@edmportance of reminding the
church of the gospel and keeping it the priority.his letter to the church at Corinth he

offers this reminder,

Now | would remind you, brothers, of the gospetdarhed to you, which you
received, in which you stand, and by which youlsemg saved, if you hold fast to
the word | preached to you, unless you believedain. For | delivered to you as of
first importance what | also received: that Chdigd for our sins in accordance
with the Scriptures, that he was buried, that he magsed on the third day in
accordance with the Scriptures. (1 Cor 15:1-4)

#pid., 31.
#Mark Dever What is a Healthy Church@®Vheaton, IL: Crossway, 2007), 76.

¥Charles Spurgeoihe Soul Winner: Advice on Effective Evangelisondon: Focus,
reprint, 2008), 191.
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Paul reminds the church that the gospel is auabesus and that they would
never outgrow the gospel. The gospel is the mehagerson’s salvation and
sanctification®> The church must be reminded of the gospel mes$amieis, as Paul
states, of first importance (1 Cor 15:3). To caafor dilute this message is to make the
way of salvation unclear. The church must be awell¢o the fact that the gospel is the
power of God for salvation. Evangelism cannot leeppin a church where the gospel is

unclear.

Gospel Saturation

God, through the gospel, brings those who are detir trespasses and sins
to life in Christ (Eph 2:5). God uses the gospdl¢liver people from the domain of
darkness and transfer them to the kingdom of his Bowvhom they have redemption,
the forgiveness of sins (Col 1:13-14). Russell Mostates, “The problem of people
being in captivity to the deception of the evil d@eTim 2:25) is overcome by the
unabashed proclamation of the gospel (2 Cor 4’#%Preaching the gospel is being on
the offensive in spiritual warfare. In dealing vgospel saturation Alvin Reid defines
two helpful concepts: total penetration and totatigipation. Total penetration means
reaching everyone for Christ and total participatioeans involving every believer in
evangelisn?’ FBC will strive to reach both of these conceptsery member of FBC
sharing and every resident hearing the gospel.

While the gospel is the power of God unto salvatibdoes not refer to

universal salvation. Salvation is through the gb$pr those who believe (Rom 1:16).

%Tim Keller, The Centrality of the GospéNew York: Redeemer Presbyterian Church, 2001),

*Russell Moore, “The Great Commission Resurgencepldyy Bleeds,” ifThe Great
Commission Resurgence: Ready or Not: A New SBGnsrg ed. Chuck Lawless and Adam Greenway
(Nashville: B & H, 2010), 107.

%'Reid, Introduction to Evangelisp#3.
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John Murray clarifies, “The salvation Paul is sgaglof in Romans has no reality,
validity, or meaning apart from faiti® Paul, in Romans 10:13-17, explains the process
by which people will be saved. God sends his sgsv@Rom 10:15). His servants preach
(Rom 10:14). When his servants preach peoplehgdr (Rom 10:14). When people
hear some will believe (Rom 10:14). When peopleetee they will call (Rom 10:14).
Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord wilsbged (Rom 10:13). Murray
explains, “Calling on Christ means the relinquishinaf every other confidence and
abandonment to him as our only hefp.Paul’s conclusion of Romans 10:14-15 is
spelled out in Romans 10:17, that faith comes fh@aring, and hearing through the
word of Christ!®

How will the residents of Green Lawn and White Reaét on him in whom
they have not believed? And how will residentsdwa in him of whom they have not
heard? And how are they to hear without someoeaghing? And who will go and
preach unless people are sent? As it is writtdow beautiful are the feet of those who
preach the good news!” (Rom 10:15). Members of EB&Lthose who are sent by God to
preach the gospel. When God’s servants preaciplgoaall hear and some will believe.
When people believe the gospel they will call om tlord and be saved. David Platt
explains, “There is only one potential breakdowthiis progression — when servants of
God do not preach the gospel to all peopféslf no one goes and preaches the gospel to
the residents at Green Lawn and White Pine, theymasaer hear the gospel. If residents
never hear the gospel, they will never know theatan of God. John Murray

concludes, “The main point of Romans 10:14-15 & Halvation is not something that

#Murray, The Epistle to the Romari7.
*Ibid., 58.

““Thomas SchreineRomansBaker Exegetical Commentary on the New Testarf@rand
Rapids: Baker Academic, 1998), 566.

“David Platt,Radical(Colorado Springs: Multnomah Books, 2010), 156.

23



can occur in a vacuum; it occurs only in a contegated by proclamation of the
gospel.*? Planting small groups in White Pine only occls$8C is obedient in
preaching the gospel to all peoples.

The church cannot wait for lost people to come atmiilding. The church
will not have a reputation of having beautiful feescribed in Romans 10:15 if members
are not out in the community preaching the gospélirray explains how Paul uses

Isaiah 52:7 in verse 15:

In its immediate reference the messenger is vieagesift-footedly coming over
the mountains with the good tidings of peace aihhtian to Zion. The feet are
said to be beautiful because their movements béteagharacter of the message
being brought. The essential thought the aposgieesses by saying, “how
beautiful are the feet of those who preach the gmyds!” The purpose is to
declare the inestimable treasure of gospel prodiamaa treasure that consists in
the sending of messengers to preach the Word a$tChr

The gospel is good news. Every person must heartdbe love of God and
how their sin can be forgiven in Christ. An awag@mchurch will be a church that
preaches the gospel to those who have yet to hegood news of Jesus Christ and

disciple new believers.

The Early Church: Preach
John Polhill suggests that the story of Acts cdaddsummarized in the single
phrase “the triumph of the gospéf."Polhill continues, “Acts is the triumphant starfy
how the early Christian community in the powerled Spirit saturated their world with
the message of God’s salvation in Jesus CHHsPteaching the gospel was fundamental

for the early church. Jesus, before ascendinghe&wven, gave his disciples the mandate

“*Murray, The Epistle to the RomarEs.
*“Ibid., 59.

*John Polhill Acts The New American Commentary, vol. 26 (NashviBeoadman, 1992),
71.

“Ibid.
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to be his witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judd&amaria, and to the end of the earth
(Acts 1:8). The early church was deeply committeteing a witness for Jesus Christ.
Peter and John never stopped preaching Christ,wlkien arrested and threatened (Acts
4:17-21). Peter asserts that salvation is onlpdon Jesus, and there is no other name
under heaven given among men by which people neuséibed (Acts 4:10-12). The
early church was clear on the gospel substanceatndated cities with the gospel
message.

The apostles were arrested, but an angel opengatisom doors and told them
to go to the temple and preach the gospel (Act8-31). When they were brought back
before the council, the high priest reminded thkat they had been charged not to teach
in the name of Jesus, and yet they had filled a#gaswith this teaching (Acts 5:25-28).
Even in the face of possible execution Peter aadiffostles answer, “We must obey God
rather than men” (Acts 5:29). The disciples camtiehto share the gospel with the
council, but when the council heard this they wdntekill them (Acts 5:30-33). After
beating the apostles and charging them not to spethle name of Jesus again, they let
them go (Acts 5:40). The apostles rejoiced they there counted worthy to suffer for
Christ and every day, in the temple and from haadeuse, they did not cease to teach
and preach Jesus as the Christ (Acts 5:41-42).

The early church could not help but speak aboutsleRhilip went to the city
of Samaria and proclaimed Christ (Acts 8:5). Pataet John went to Samaria to check
on Philip, and on their return journey to Jerusalkay preached the gospel to many
villages of the Samaritans (Acts 8:25). The Habyribled Philip to Azotus. There he
shared with an Ethiopian eunuch the good news alesuts. Then he passed through and
preached the gospel to all the towns until he cemi@aesarea (Acts 8:35, 40). Paul and
Barnabas were running for their lives, and yet tbaytinued to preach the gospel while
on the move (Acts 14:7). Paul preached ChristhesBalonica (Acts 17:3), in Berea
(Acts 17:13), in Athens (Acts 17:18), in Corinthata 18:5), in Ephesus (Acts 19:10),
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and in Rome (Acts 28:23,31). The early church gaspel growth because no matter the
location, they preached the gospel (Matt 28:18-FBC is called to do the same.
Planting small groups will only happen as the gbspplanted in a community.
The power of the gospel for salvation is seenughout Acts. As Philip
preached the good news about Jesus Christ pedm@ediband were baptized (Acts
8:12). Peter preached the gospel to the Genéitesthey received the word of God (Acts
11:1). An angel commanded Cornelius to go to J@puhbring back Peter because Peter
would declare to him the gospel by which Corneéind his household would be saved
(Acts 11:13-14). The power for salvation is nothe messenger but in the message.
God used the gospel to bring about salvation. Wirel of God increased and multiplied
(Acts 12:24). It was as Paul preached the gosptble city of Derbe that many disciples
were made (Acts 14:21). Paul and Barnabas retuanddisited the brothers in every
city where they proclaimed the word of the Loreetwourage them in the faith (Acts
15:36). Brothers were in these cities becausgalspel had been preached in these
cities. The gospel bears fruit. In Acts 16 thkejeand his household were saved because
they believed in God (Acts 16:34). The jailer danhily believed in God because Paul
and Silas spoke the word of the Lord to him andlitevho were in his house (Acts
16:32). The Lord gave a vision to Paul when he w&3orinth affirming that the
presence of his elect in the city (Acts 18:10). Peaul stayed a year and six months
teaching the word of God in Corinth, God brouglst dwvn people to faith (Acts 18:11).
Paul planted the gospel in cities and churches.gfeaul wrote to the church
in Ephesus, to the church in Thessalonica, andeafurch in Corinth. The reason there
were churches in these cities was because Pauthaedbelievers saturated these cities
with the gospel. Paul was occupied with the wdr@od in Corinth (Acts 18:5). In
Ephesus, Paul and other disciples of Jesus, caditupreach Jesus for two years so that

all the residents of Asia heard the word of thed,doth Jews and Greeks (Acts 19:10).
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For small groups to be planted in Green Lawn armit&Pine mobile home
communities the gospel will have to be preachete Paul in Ephesus, may FBC
continue to preach the gospel until every residé@reen Lawn and White Pine has

heard the gospel.

Perpetuate

The goal of planting small group Bible studiesoiperpetuate the gospel
throughout Green Lawn and White Pine mobile hommranities. Equipping teachers
is vital for sustaining gospel growth. The tramiand equipping of teachers will make
the difference between a gospel moment and a gospetment. A moment is
something that does not last, while a movementicoes in time. If the planting of
small groups in Greenlawn and White Pine laste@foroment, FBC members would
plant and lead all the small groups. After a feanths some of the leaders would grow
tired or frustrated and drop out. A few monthelat few more leaders would have to
move away or focus their time in other areas. rAdtgear, a few residents of the mobile
home communities may have placed their faith insEland attend the weekly worship
service at FBC, but they would have no opportutatgrow in their walk with Christ
through small groups because all the leaders woaNe left the two mobile home
communities. While the conversion of any sinneCluist is eternally significant, this
scenario would not be the best; it describes wmab@ent in time looks like.

A movement would look radically different. FBC mieens would plant small
groups in Green Lawn and White Pine mobile homemanities. Each leader would
understand from the beginning that his or her pseps to identify and equip faithful
residents of the community to plant future smatiugrs or be able to lead the small group
when the leader has to leave. As the new leadigpsrso leadership roles in their small
groups, they would also be expected to train uphieid and leaders who will plant other

small groups in the community. Eventually, smatlups would be planted not only in
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these two mobile home communities, but throughouthern Kentucky. Given enough
time and faithful effort, small groups could bergkd all over the world, with churches
forming right behind the small groups.

There is a vast difference between a moment andvement, and it is directly
tied to the effectiveness of training faithful teacs who will train faithful teachers to
continue the process. FBC planted nine indigermbusches in multi-housing
communities, but it was only for a moment in higtoNone of the nine churches meet
today for worship. When the teacher moved fromldleation, the church plant no longer
gathered because no one remained to lead the chErophasis on perpetuating the
gospel through the training of new teachers wilbh@iority for the planting of small

groups in Greenlawn and White Pine.

2 Timothy 2:2 Principle

Teachers need to equip other faithful teacheesil preached the gospel
faithfully and saw many people believe in Christe understood the importance of
training faithful teachers who would one day takegiace as a leader. Timothy was one
such leader Paul trained and equipped for minist#hat Paul poured into Timothy, he
expected Timothy to pour into other faithful mefhose faithful men would then train
up other faithful men. Paul's method is outline®iTimothy 2:2. What Timothy heard
from Paul he would entrust to faithful men, who \ble able to teach others (2 Tim
2:2). Paul encouraged Timothy to leave Ephesugandhim in Rome, but before
Timothy left he needed to entrust faithful teacheith the gospel to take his place (2
Tim 4:9,21). Donald Guthrie explains, “The ideahrs passage is clearly to entrust
something to another for safekeeping, and in tleegat context, this notion is of great

significance.*®

“**Donald GuthrieThe Pastoral EpistlesTyndale New Testament Commentaries, vol. 14
(Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity, 1990), 156.

28



Dawson Trotman, the founder of Navigators, arghedthe passage in 2
Timothy holds the key to the most efficient metlwddeaching the world with the gospel
of Christ. Dawson was persuaded that the man-tosmethod of producing reproducers,
disciples who made disciples, was not only the refiettive method but also the fastest
way to reach the greatest number of pedplBilly Graham, an evangelist who preached
in more than 185 countries and territories and ¢oenthan 210 million people in

countless cultural settings, shares this convicforaham concludes,

One of the first verses of Scripture that Dawsootifian made me memorize was,
“The things that thou hast heard of me among maitneases, the same commit
thou to faithful men, who shall be able to teadieas also” (2 Tim 2:2, KJV). This

is a little like a mathematical formula for spreaglthe gospel and enlarging the
Church. Paul taught Timothy; Timothy shared whakhew with faithful men;

these faithful men would then teach others alsond 8o the process goes on and on.
If every believer followed this pattern, the Chuiduld reach the entire world with
the gospel in one generation! Mass crusades, ichwitbelieve and to which | have
committed my life, will never finish the Great Conssion; but a one-by-one
ministry will.*

As FBC spreads the gospel in Greenlawn and \Waiite and small groups
form as people turn to Jesus Christ, the lead#rarsmall group must always remember
that he is working himself out of his job. Thedeamust produce faithful leaders if the
gospel movement is to continue. As new leadersramged, new small groups will be

planted, and the gospel will be perpetuated.

The Example of Jesus
Jesus was a teacher who trained teachers. Jeslescisciples who made
disciples. For three years Jesus was teachinggeaending, working, talking,

preaching, healing, and living with these few m&efore Jesus commanded them to

“’Betty Lee SkinnerDaws: A Man Who Trusted G@@olorado Springs, CO: NavPress,
1974), 263.

“8_ewis DrummondThe Evangelis(Nashville: Word, 2001), xii.

“9Billy Graham,The Holy SpiritWaco, TX: Word, 1978), 147.
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make disciples, he showed them how. Jesus pouséidehprimarily into twelve men.
Jesus walked by the Sea of Galilee and saw Pedefmtrew. He called to them and
said, “Follow me, and | will make you fishers of mi¢Matt 4:19). Immediately they left
their nets and followed him (Matt 4:20). Jesustecwed a little further and spotted
James and John with their father in the boat menttiair nets (Matt 4:21). Jesus called
them, and immediately they left the boat and tfathrer and followed him (Matt 4:21-
22). Jesus passed a tax booth and saw Mattheadseat (Matt 9:9). He called
Matthew to follow him, and Matthew rose and follalveJesus went up on a mountain
and called the twelve apostles so that they mighwith him and he might send them out
to preach (Mark 3:13-14). The closer the disciplese to Jesus, the easier it would be
for them to follow their master. Leaving everytiito follow Christ and walking with
him for the rest of one’s life is the essence okimg disciples. Jesus came to save the
world, and his method focused on training a smalg of men. Robert Coleman

explains this well:

It all started by Jesus calling a few men to follonm. Men were to be his method
of winning the world to God. Though Jesus did wiatould to help the
multitudes, he had to devote himself primarily tiea men, rather than the masses,
so that the masses could at last be saved. Bfengorld could ever be
permanently helped, people would have to be raipagho could lead the
multitudes in the thin\%% of God. The multitudesilddbe won today if they are just
given leaders to follow:

Not only did Jesus make disciples, he expectedib@ples to do the same.
He gave his disciples the commission to go and m&aples of all nations, baptizing
them and teaching them to obey all that he had camdied them (Matt 18:19-20). He

entrusted the gospel message to faithful men whe walgle to teach others.

*Robert ColemariThe Master Plan of EvangelisfGrand Rapids: Revell, 2007), 29-31.
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The command to go and make disciples is for theathtoday, and this
obligation continues to the end of the 8§&=BC will plant small groups in Green Lawn
and White Pine through preaching the gospel amditiganew teachers. This gospel
movement will be perpetuated to the degree to wfatthful teachers are trained and

equipped to carry on the gospel.

The Early Church: Perpetuate

The book of Acts, from beginning to end, recordsplerpetuation of the
gospel. Acts 1:8 displays how the gospel spreah fierusalem to Judea and Samaria to
the ends of the earth. As the word of God contirteancrease, the number of disciples
multiplied greatly in Jerusalem (Acts 6:7). Withstgrowth, teachers played a vital role
in the perpetuation of the gospel in the early chuiWhen the church in Jerusalem heard
about new believers in Antioch, they sent Barnabad,he exhorted the people to remain
faithful to the Lord (Acts 11:22-23). As a reswatgreat many people were added to the
church (Acts 11:24), even to the point that Barsalbas compelled to seek more help,
leading him to Tarsus to look for Paul (Acts 11:2Barnabas brought Paul back to
Antioch, and for a whole year they met with therchuand taught a great many people
(Acts 11:26).

Paul practiced what he commanded Timothy by entigi$aithful men with
the gospel. Paul and Barnabas preached the gosped disciples, and strengthened
them in their walk with the Lord (Acts 14:21-22;:36). Because of these efforts, when
Paul traveled to another location, the local churat leaders who were ready to
continue the mission. Paul made it his practicappoint elders in every church, which

demonstrated what he would later urge Timothy t¢Alds 14:23). Paul knew that the

*!Colin Marshall and Tony Payn&he Trellis and the Vingingsford, Australia: Matthias
Media, 2009), 13.

31



gospel must never be altered or compromised, aadvary to avoid this outcome was by
entrusting the gospel message to faithful men wbolavdo the same.

Training up teachers and leaders is a common tlewets. Paul trained
Barnabas, Silas, and many other disciples. Whehwas in Ephesus he found some
disciples, took them with him, and for two yearsytipreached the gospel until all the
residents of Asia heard the word of the Lord (A-10). This is an example of
perpetuating a gospel movement through the traiamtyequipping of teachers.

Another example of Paul’'s work of entrusting thenistiry to faithful men
appears in Acts 20. He sent for the elders froenctiurch in Ephesus to come to him
(Acts 20:17). He reminded them how he lived amibregn and that he did not shrink
form teaching in public and from house to houset$A&0:20). He urged them to pay
careful attention to themselves and to all thelflthat the Holy Spirit had given them to
oversee and care for (Acts 20:28). Paul alsoaddaiem to be alert, remembering that for
three years he did not cease night or day to acdshaveryone with tears (Acts 20:31).
He knelt down and prayed with them all. Then theyked him to the ship and he sailed
off, entrusting to these faithful men the futurelod church in Ephesus (Acts 20:36-38).

Perpetuating the gospel movement happens wheffulaiéiachers are reproduced.

Conclusion

Acts displays a picture of an awakened churchekiangelized the pagans.
All throughout the book of Acts the gospel is pthtand churches are formed. FBC is
challenged and encouraged by their example. Arkemed church is a church joining
God on his mission of seeking and saving the logk€ 19:10). An awakened church
will desperately pray for workers to be sent outh@ harvest, faithfully preach the
gospel, and perpetuate the gospel movement thriveginaining and equipping of
teachers. FBC, when awakened, will be a churdhldlo&s very similar to the church

described in Acts.
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CHAPTER 3

MODELS AND PRINCIPLES FOR SMALL
GROUP BIBLE STUDIES

Dawson Trotman, founder of Navigators, sharedcaowant of how he led a
hitchhiker to Christ one night, but a year lateakeid up the same hitchhiker whose
speech indicated that he was not a beliévErom that point on Dawson resolved to
follow up anyone he led to Christ and realignedrhisistry to focus less on getting a
decision and more on growing new believers up @tdst? Trotman concludes, “You
can lead a man to Christ in twenty minutes to gptaf hours, but it takes twenty weeks
to a couple of years to adequately follow him 8pThe planting of small groups
emphasizes and enables the church to follow upuadely with new believers in Green
Lawn and White Pine Mobile home communities.

A baby cannot survive on his or her own. In themsavay, new Christians
should not be left to themselves to navigate thes@an life. Churches that fail to teach
and equip new believers commit spiritual child astd/ntaught believers experience
defeat in their spiritual walks.Small group Bible studies are one option fordherch to
teach and equip new believers. What is a smallgRible study? How many people

make up a small group? What should be includedBible study? This chapter will

'Betty Lee SkinnerDaws: A Man Who Trusted G@@olorado Springs, CO: NavPress, 1974),
263.

?|bid.
3Ibid.
“*Chuck LawlessDiscipled Warriors(Grand Rapids: Kregel, 2002), 57.

SIbid.
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investigate the different models and principlesdimrall group Bible studies and

recommend which style will best suit the targetechmunities.

Different Models of Small Groups
The small group may be the most effective evaastieliool of the twenty-first
century, but there are many different models oflsgraups® A small group can be an
evangelistically focused Sunday school or an offgas missional community. Each
model has strengths and weaknesses. This chagiteelp clarify which model of small
group would be the best to plant in Green Lawn\Afiite Pine mobile home

communities.

Sunday School

Sunday schools were first established in Amerigindithe 1790’S. Anne
Boylan, in her studySunday School: The Formation of an American Inbity 1790-
1880, writes,

Robert Raikes and other British evangelicals hadgered this model during the
1780’s by collecting children off city streets, @heng them up, and keeping them in
school for two long Sunday sessions. Inspired bidB examples, most Sunday
schools in America were designed to provide rudiagninstruction to poor
working children on their only free day of the weék

The earliest American Sunday schools were verylairo the British model, but in time
the British model faded and a new model of Sundawyasl more focused on evangelism
arose in the United States. In the American sghieading was not an end in itself; the

greater end was an evangelical interpretation®fible and the conversion of the

®Thom Rainer and Chuck Lawlegzating the Elephant: Leading the Established Chutch
Growth (Crestwood, KY: Pinnacle, 2003), 74.

’Ken Hemphill,Revitalizing the Sunday Morning Dinosaur: A Sun8afiool Growth Strategy
for the 2£' Century(Nashville: Broadman & Holman, 1996), 2.

8Anne BoylanSunday School: The Formation of an American Inistity 1790-188qNew
Haven, CT: Yale University Press, 1988), 6.
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pupil.’ Sunday schools were also established in resgortbe challenge of reaching the
urban masses of the 1800’s in the United St&tékhis was a time when the study of the
Bible at home was neglected and the knowledge ptBce among the population was
decreasing’ The establishment of Sunday schools was a resgooms the church to
correct these trends.

The earliest American Sunday school organizatiomewnterdenominational,
but concern for doctrinal purity, evangelism, andesar stand on moral issues led to
denominational groups employing the Sunday schysiesn through their individual
denominations? Southern Baptists have played a leading rolaérhistory of the
denominational Sunday school movem&ne. Y. Mullins, who served as the President
of the Southern Baptist Theological Seminary and avéocal church pastor, stated in
1902, “The Sunday school is the chief and almokt bape for church growth. Whether
in the family church, the church among the mas$éseogreat city, or the country
church, the Sunday school will remain the most hdgild of evangelistic endeavor?
This evangelistic focus was not only held by leatgr in the Southern Baptist
Convention but also held by the laity. Arthur Fdal Southern Baptist layman, adds,
“The supreme business of Christianity is to winlthet to Christ. This is what churches

are for. Therefore, Sunday school must relatdf ittsehe winning of the lost to Christ as

%Ibid., 9.

%Justo GonzaleZ he Story of ChristianityNew York: HarperCollins, 1985), 2: 254.
Hpid.

12Boylan, Sunday Schopl’8.

¥Hemphill, Revitalizing the Sunday Morning DinosaBt

143. N. BarnetteA Church Using Its Sunday Schgblashville: The Sunday School Board of
the Southern Baptist Convention, 1937), 17.
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an ultimate objective’® The early leaders and churches of the Sundayosahmvement
in America had a Great Commission focus.

Small groups struggle to maintain an outward, eeasiic focus. When
churches fail to use the Sunday school with evastgeintentionality, it becomes a
maintenance tool teaching Christians the Bible @ffefing a time of fellowship rather
than a growth tool focused on reaching the losh wie gospet® Many traditional
churches have one or more Sunday school classesdhll rather die than divide,
because this type of class has strong fellowshipimvitself, but entry into the group is
nearly impossiblé’ While the Sunday school program had an earlySaru
evangelism, most Sunday school classes today cmtlde described as evangelistically
focused™®

Allan Taylor, in his bookhe Six Core Values of Sunday Schaagjues that
the three tasks of Sunday school are reaching pdopChrist and church membership,
teaching people God’s Word, and ministering to pefempeeds? Taylor clarifies that
the number one task of the organization is to réasthpeople, but the Sunday school
should pursue the other two tasRsTaylor’s six core values for Sunday school are

reaching people, teaching people, ministering tpfee involving people, assimilating

Y Arthur Flake,Building a Standard Sunday Schgblashville: The Sunday School Board of
the Southern Baptist Convention, 1922), 106.

®Hemphill, Revitalizing the Sunday Morning Dinosadt
Rainer and Lawles&ating the Elephan60-61.
Ybid., 74.

Allen Taylor, The Six Core Values of Sunday Schgbodstock, GA: Riverstone Group,
2003), 16.

Dpid.
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people, and building relationships with pecfileken Hemphill agrees with many of
these core values. He explains, “A well-organidedday School integrates outreach,
assimilation, and teaching® While there are many obstacles that have dergiked
Sunday school program from effectively reachingldsg, it has a proven track record,
when properly focused and maintained, of beingumséental in reaching a community

for Christ.

Strengths. Hemphill and Allen describe healthy Sunday schéedses. If a
class practiced teaching the Bible, reaching tee End assimilating new believers into
the small groups, nothing would be lacking. Thibsee things are fundamental in the
Great Commission (Matt 28:18-20) and should be &nmental in the small group.

FBC is familiar with the Sunday school prograrhisIinormal for members to
meet an hour before the Sunday morning worshigeefer Bible study and fellowship.
The Sunday school program was implemented at FBIB&» and continues to this
day?® FBC averaged 764 people in weekly Sunday schteidance in 2014 While
it would be convenient to add new people to exgsBunday school classes, it has not
happened in the past, and there is no reasonn ithwill change in the future. It would
be convenient, but is not effective. Ken Hemplnifies churches to contextualize the
methods while never changing the principles of Syrathoof° The purpose of this

project is to reach a community that has not beanhed with the gospel. FBC had to be

“pid., 29-197.
#Hemphill, Revitalizing the Sunday Morning Dinosa@t.

BMichael CapekChurch at the Crossroads: The Story of FlorencetBaghurch(Knoxville:
Tennessee Valley, 2005), 38.

#Annual Church Profile for Kentucky Baptist Churshend Missions, Florence Baptist
Church,” Kentucky Baptist Convention, Louisvill&) 1.

Hemphill, Revitalizing the Sunday Morning Dinosadd.
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willing to change methods if Green Lawn and WhiigeRvere to be reached with the
gospel.

Another strength of the Sunday school prograrhescommitment to teach the
Bible. Hemphill states, “It should go without sagithat the Bible is the textbook of the
Sunday school. The first goal of the Sunday schesher must be to teach the Bible
with conviction and excitement® Allen Taylor echoes this conviction. He explaitfs
Teacher should never underestimate the power oMir&. It does have the power to
transform lives. Therefore, a teacher should watk the Bible study with bold
confidence in the power of the Word. If a teaath@es not have this confidence, then he

or she should not be teachirfd.”

Weaknesses.To reach Green Lawn and White Pine mobile home
communities, FBC had to move outside the churcldimg. Sunday school classes are
instruction-based small groups usually meetingd@si church building on Sunday
morning?® While meeting on Sunday mornings in a churchding is normal for
members of FBC, it may not be the best time orgtaaneet for the residents of Green
Lawn and White Pine. Someone once said that weesbiar buildings, and then they
shape u$? Rick Warren warns churches against letting theildings limit their
ministry when he states, “The shoe must nevethelfoot how big it can grow*® FBC

is limited in on-site, Sunday school space. Evespace were available, it may not be the

*lpid., 132, 138.
2Taylor, The Six Core Values of Sunday Schaal

%steve CordleThe Church in Many Houses: Reaching Your Commtimigugh Cell-Based
Ministry (Nashville: Abingdon, 2005), 124-25.

Neil Cole,Organic Church: Growing Faith Where Life Happei@an Francisco: Jossey-
Bass, 2005), 38.

*Rick Warren The Purpose Driven ChurdiGrand Rapids: Zondervan, 1995), 46.

38



best strategy to reach these two communities wl@warently not coming to the church
facility.

Another weakness of the Sunday school prografeisendency to focus more
on teaching and fellowship than on evangelismmémy Sunday school classes
discipleship is synonymous with educatidnSteve Cordle, in his bodkhe Church in

Many Housesmakes this helpful clarification:

When people think of advancing spiritually they maf$en think of learning more
about biblical and theological matters. Peopleeahgécated when they know
something. People are equipped when they canmdething with their knowledge.
Accumulating knowledge is part of the equippinggass, but it is not the whole.
Church leaders must not confuse the task of ecdwgagople about splrltual matters
with the task of equipping them to change the wbsldnaking disciple&?

Teaching is good, but if there is no applicatiomisses the point. Teaching about

evangelism is good, but it is a poor substituteaftiually sharing the gospel with others.

House Churches

One of the most important methods of spreadingtspel in the early church
was the use of homé&3.The Christian home was used in a variety of wadgshe book
of Acts homes are used for prayer meetings (Acts2)2for an evening of Christian
fellowship (Acts 21:7), for the Lord’s Supper (A&s16), for a whole night of prayer,
worship, and instruction (Acts 20:7), for imprompwangelistic gatherings (Acts 16:32),
for planned meetings in order to hear the Chriggi@spel (Acts 10:22), for following up
with enquirers (Acts 18:26), and for organizedrinstion (Acts 5:42%* Since the early

church did not rely on buildings, it could multiphg rapidly as Christians made their

#Cordle, The Church in Many Housge83.
*Ibid., 84-85.
#Michael GreenEvangelism in the Early Churdi®rand Rapids: Eerdmans, 2003), 318.

3bid., 332.
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homes availabl&> Paul taught the gospel from house to house \hiileas in Ephesus
(Acts 20:20). The church in this city grew outloése house¥.

The house church has a foundation and practideib@cripture, but is it the
best option for today? Roger GehringHause Church and Missiofihe Importance of
Household Structures in Early Christianitstates, “Past and present speak a clear
message: By no means should the house church fnedeferlooked today as a viable
option for church growth®
Members in house churches typically worship, plegrn, and care for one

another on an intensely personal le¥elThe Barna Group conducted a survey on house

churches in 2006 that included the following result

The most common meeting days are Wednesday ancfuiithe average size of a
house church is twenty people. The typical gatigelasts for about two hours. The
most common practices during these gatheringsragep reading the Bible, time
to share personal needs or experiences, fellowklipal teaching time, discussion
about the teaching, and music or singing.

House churches are similar to cell groups in thpleamsis they place on participation by
everyone in the group and on sharing life togettidr a sense of community and
mission that extends beyond meeting tiftffe3hey differ from cell churches in that each
house church is fully autonomous, while each agllg submits to pastors who oversee

all cell groups of a single churéh.

%John Mark TerryEvangelism: A Concise HistotiNashville: Broadman & Holman, 1994),
26

*Ibid.

¥’Roger GehringHouse Church and Mission: The Importance of HoukkBtructures in
Early Christianity(Peabody, MA: Hendrickson, 2004), 309.

%Ed Stetzer and Warren Birdjral Churches: Helping Church Planters Become Mueat
Makers(San Francisco: Jossey-Bass, 2010), 118.
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Strengths. In a mobile home community the house is the bestepfor a
small group to gather, for many reasons. The radimime ensures that the small group
will stay small in number. Each home has a limithmw many people can fit inside.
Reaching more people must include opening anotb&riiome for the Bible study.
When new people are reached with the gospel th#é grmap cannot grow larger but
will be forced to divide and become two small greughe mobile home will be a built-
in encouragement and reminder to grow through piidétion. Both of these
communities are set up in a way that makes mutapibbn possible. Homes are in close
proximity, and as residents open up their homes]lsgroups can be planted. The house
church model accommodates the location for plargmgll groups.

Another benefit of the house church model is abeo scope of participation.
Some residents of Green Lawn or White Pine may m&te@ foot into a church building,
but he or she will go next door to his or her neigts house for a Bible study. In a
relationship-hungry society people are often wijlto go into homes and other neutral

sites for Bible studie®

Weaknesses.The lack of biblical leadership in some house chesds a
weakness of this model. Some house churches agpgsed to Western cultural
definitions of pastors/elders and deacons that tese to have anything to do with such
leaders®® Without biblical leadership the church will behaalthy®**

Another weakness of this model is a tendency &gnasize biblical

preaching/teaching. Due to the informal naturbaise church gatherings, a structured

*1J. D. PayneMissional House Churches: Reaching our Communitiéis the Gospel
(Colorado Springs, CO: Paternoster, 2007), 14.

“*’Rainer and Lawles&ating the Elephant4.
*3payne Missional House Churche81.
“Ibid.
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time to teach and preach the Bible is easily négtecNeil Cole, one of the leaders in the
house church movement, explains “In some housechkarfellowship and the worship
of God together in an intimate spiritual commurgtaying for one another is the

messagé> Cole uses this reasoning to confirm his conchusio

Unfortunately, in most churches in the Western dithke presence of the pastor is
more noticeable than the presence of Jesus. Agtuas the pastor’s absence that
is more noticeable. This phenomenon is so comimainan any Sunday when the
pastor is expected to be away, the attendance .dpsple say they missed him
when he returns. | fear that we feel the absehtigegoastor more than the absence
of tQ6e Spirit of Jesus. Perhaps it is time wele#lus that we miss him at church
too.

While it is true that the church is not solely degent on a pastor but on Christ, to
oscillate to the opposite spectrum and declaredailbppreaching optional for the church is
unhealthy. Preaching was practiced by Jesus @M&af; 5-7; 11:5, Mark 1:14; 2:2),
charged to the apostles (Matt 10; 28:18-20, Matki 36:7-12, Luke 9:2; 24:47), and
seen as fundamental for the church in Acts (Actd-21; 5:42; 10:42; 11:20; 14:7,
15:35). Mark Dever, in his bodkine Marks of a Healthy Churclexplains,
“Expositional preaching is not only the first marka healthy church, it is far and away
the most important of the all, because if you et one right, all of the others should
follow.”

One final weakness in the house church modekis#ttural tendency for a

small group to become inward focused. Ed Steizéfiral Churches makes this

observation:

With only a few exceptions house church participa@em to be more excited
about the house, the fellowship part, than theahunaking new disciples. House
churches tend to gather more because of a degg@deeper on some issue but

**Cole,Organic Church57.
“Ibid.

“"Mark Dever,Nine Marks of a Healthy Churdiwheaton, IL: Crossway, 2004), 39.
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rarely with a passion for evangelistic reproductidimo many hougse churches lack
a heart or track record for outreach beyond thestimg member§:

Inward focus is a danger to any small group, angsbahurches are not immune from
this unhealthy tendency. Inward focus plagues lsgnalips that meet in church
buildings and small groups that meet in homes affigus. Bible studies that are planted

in Green Lawn and White Pine must avoid this dedrital tendency.

Missional Communities

Missional communities are small groups who gatbethe sake of a lost and
dying world®® In his bookMissional Small GroupsScott Boren explains, “Small groups
are not the focus, but the vehicle used to takgtispel out and engage the
neighborhood *® Boren elaborates, “Instead of doing groups forstilee of experiencing
community, groups experience community for the sakearticipating in God’s
redemption of creatiof. Matt Carter, Senior Pastor of Austin Stone Comityu®hurch

in Austin, Texas, describes missional communitsefHdows:

With small groups, we’ve found that some groups gribw, while others don't.
Some small groups become holy huddles for yeaendnwith fellowship as the
end-all, be-all of the group. They are not focusedeproducing; they are focused
on care, study, and the development of long-tetatiomships. Missional
communities, by contrast, are like bifocal lengksy balance the internal focus of
following Jesus with an external focus on incamgthe gospel in the
community>?

Jeff Vanderstelt, a church planter, defines misgicommunities as, “Consisting of a
committed core of believers who live out the miasid God together in a specific area or

to a particular people group by demonstrating tepgl in tangible forms and declaring

“8Stetzer and Birdyiral Churches123-24.

“9Scott BorenMissional Small Groups: Becoming a Community Thaké4 a Difference in
the World(Grand Rapids: Baker, 2010), 18.
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the gospel to others, both those who believe itthnde who are being exposed to°it.”
Missional communities for the Soma Church, wheradéastelt serves, practice four
things: (1) being led by a team committed to legdghepherding, equipping and
organizing a community on mission; (2) growing tibge in understanding and applying
the gospel to themselves; (3) being the churchth@gehroughout the week; (4)
identifying, equipping, and releasing new leadgrdbibegin new missional

communities?

Strengths. Missional communities are reproduciBfeThey can be planted
anywhere. This is healthy for FBC. Members whempkmall groups in Green Lawn
and White Pine will be able to use their trainingptant small groups in their own
neighborhoods and workplaces. The flexibility cfeting locations for missional
communities benefits this project. Small groupsldde planted in the mobile homes,
businesses where residents of Green Lawn and Wimneeare employed, or local
restaurants frequented by residents.

The missional focus is another strength of thialsgroup model for this
project. Missional focus is crucial for the plargtiof small groups in Green Lawn and
White Pine. A missional focus would be transfororal in the life of FBC. FBC is
currently an attraction-oriented, come-to-the-hatdform of church. Planting missional
communities would transform FBC from waiting fosiors to come to actively pursuing
the lost in the community by going to them. Restden mobile home communities
typically feel rejected by the larger society; selsado not want their children and

churches do not want them as members becauseasfiye problems® To reach this

*3Jeff Vanderstelt, “Missional Communities,” http:im.somacommunities.org/soma-life
(accessed January 27, 2013).
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community with the gospel, FBC must go to wherg/thge. The missional community

model of small group, like the Great Commission {{\8:18-20), emphasizes going.

WeaknessesMissional communities would require a change inuwte and
practice for members of FBC. John Kotter explamnisis bookLeading Changehow
leaders have a tendency to overestimate how meghctin force big changes on an
organization and underestimate how hard it is ieedveople out of their comfort
zones.’ Planting missional communities will require tbegh task of members of FBC
stepping out of their comfort zones. Planting $miadups in Green Lawn and White
Pine has a fifteen-week time limit. Fifteen weeakay be too short of time needed for the

change required for this model of small groups.

Cell Groups

Joel Comiskey defines a cell group as “a groughide to fifteen people that
meets weekly outside the church building for theppse of evangelism, community, and
discipleship with the goal of multiplicatior Steve Cordle explains, “A cell group is a
set of Christ-centered relationships that is fodysemarily on evangelism and
discipleship.®® Cordle adds that in contrast to the Sunday sohiagram, “Healthy cell
group members do not limit their contact with eatter to a specific meeting time but
share life together while encouraging one anothgrow in the faith and reach out to

unbelievers.®

*David Bunch, Harvey Kneisel, and Barbara Oddultihousing Congregations: How to
Start and Grow Christian Congregations in Multihoyg CommunitiegAtlanta: Smith, 1991), 103.

*"John KotterLeading ChangéBoston: Harvard Business School Press, 1996), 5.
*8Joel ComiskeyCell Church SolutionéMoreno Valley, CA: CCS, 2005), 12.

*Steve CordleThe Church in Many Houses: Reaching Your Commtimigugh Cell-Based
Ministry (Nashville: Abingdon, 2005), 33.
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Unlike autonomous house churches, cell groups@reexted to a larger
congregation. A cell church may consist of manwléen cell groups, but all of the
groups together comprise the chufthNo single cell group identifies itself as the aiu
apart from the other cell groufs.The cell church gives equal emphasis to the large
gathering and the small grofp.Ralph Neighbour explains, “While cell groups nugy
by other names such as care groups, shepherd gangpsthers, each group should be

aware of some important principles.” He gives these six principles for cell groups:

The attendance should never grow larger than fiffeople. Groups should begin
with three to eight people. Each group should iplylivhen it reaches fifteen
people. Groups should meet weekly, never biweeKlyey should be recognized as
the basic Christian community of the church. Thleguld understand they are
underﬁasluthority, a part of a greater vision, anidllva given assistance by a pastoral
team.’

Cell groups are outwardly oriented and deeply coneahito evangelisrf® Joel

Comiskey defines a cell church this way: “It ishauch that has placed evangelistic small
groups at the core of its ministr§’” Cell group ministry is not primarily focused on
organizing the congregation into groups for battee or deeper Bible study but about
reaching and making new discipfsLarry Krieder continues on this point: “The
primary focus of each home cell group should besawch and discipleship, rather than

fellowship, although great fellowship will be a g by-product of the home cell group

®lpayne Missional House Churcheg§4.
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that is constantly reaching out to othe¥s.Cell groups are only able to multiply, which
is the fundamental goal of each cell group, whemibyers of the group are reaching
others with the gospel.

Cell groups highly value community. Cell grougvacates argue that
community can occur most completely only in smadiugpps and should include
interpersonal commitments, a sense of belongimgeshlife, and common goals to
develop between all of its membéPsThe priority placed on community leads cell
groups to keep the number of members under a gemtanber and have more
accountability in meeting on a regular bdsidn this community all of the basic needs of
the believer will be me¥ There is no need for any more programs suchaepr
meetings, youth group, preschool, Awana’s, visitator Sunday school, because what
these programs offer are already offered in thegrelip.”®

Cell groups, like house churches, gather mosndft houses, but could also
meet in restaurants, parks, or work plaesleeting in multiple homes across a city
instead of every church member meeting in one ¢hiilding is part of the strategy for
the cell church remaining on mission. Steve Coofflers this insight: “Since evangelism
is one of the main functions of a cell group, theetimg place should help, not hinder,
outreach. Meeting in homes locates ministry inrthést of multiple neighborhoods,
spreading the gospel across an area instead &p#ing believers in a central

nl5S

building.
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The format for the cell group meeting varies.e@ithe most common
formats is a time of fellowship, worship, studySxdripture, ministering to one another,
and planning group activiti€§. Another format option is exemplified by the Cnassis
Church cell group meeting. It usually lasts abmoety minutes and includes an ice-
breaker designed to get the conversation startedyvmoments where members discuss
future plans, prayer for unreached friends, shaaimgut evangelistic efforts, applying the
Scripture that was taught in the weekend messageg@rporate prayer. These are two

basic formats of the cell group meeting.

Strengths. Evangelism is at the core of the cell group modieis crucial for
small groups to be planted in the Green Lawn and&\®ine communities. Joel
Comiskey states, “Group outreach is the heartbeelbministry.”® Currently, FBC
has planted no small groups. Before small groapsbe planted, residents must be
reached with the gospel. Whatever model of smallijg used to plant in these
communities, evangelism must not only be includethe its focus.

Another strength to this model is the flexibilityr meeting locations. Like
missional communities and house churches, cellggaould meet at the restaurant
across the street from the mobile home commumtiipimes, on the basketball court, or
in a local business.

An additional strength is that the structure & ¢tell group model is helpful
for this project. At Xenos Christian Church, a ggbup church in Columbus, Ohio,

members of each cell group are encouraged to gatgether during a time called

lbid.
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Central Teaching? Central Teaching starts with prayer and musito\ieed by
expository Bible teaching, and concludes with astjpe and answer tinf&. Members of
the small groups Bible studies planted in Greenr.and White Pine are encouraged to

attend the weekly worship services with other membéFBC.

WeaknessesFBC is not a cell group church. There is no leshi@rto
manage, train, and maintain new cell groups. FB€sbunday school classes for small
groups, and they are fundamentally different irur@than cell group$. To plant cell
groups would require changing the structure of F&tl for a fifteen-week project this
approach would be unwise. FBC just moved intowa faeility with a children’s wing.

To move children’s ministry into off-campus celbgps would be a difficult transition.
The conclusion for this project relating to thehiBgy of cell groups is that this model
would work well in the targeted community but b#idult to implement in the planting

church.

Recommendations
Aspects from each model of small group ministryl é used for this project.

From the Sunday school program the dedicationachi@g the Bible will be adopted for
the groups being planted. The aspect taken frenmttuse church will be the meeting
location for the small group. Groups will meethe homes of the residents of Green
Lawn and White Pine. The component taken fromgrellps is the expectation of small
group members to come together as the church ae&lwbasis. The small group
model that looks most like the small groups beilzgted for this project is the missional

community model. Missional communities do a gjebtat balancing discipleship,

"Xenos Christian Church, Central Teachings, 20h&://www.xenos.org/
ministries/ct/ct.htm (accessed July 13, 2012).

Bbid.
8Cordle, The Church in Many House$24.
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fellowship, ministry, and evangelism. FBC is cuathg at the opposite end of the
spectrum of missional communities, and the changedathods will be a difficult but

much needed transition.

Great Examples of Small Groups
throughout History

Small groups have been instrumental in the histéithe churcf? Examples
of some small groups throughout history are Jesdshé disciples, John Wesley and the
Methodist Societies, Dawson Trotman and his fiskriciubs, and Rick Warren and his

purpose-driven small groups.

Jesus and his Disciples

Men were Jesus’ method of winning the world to Gbdesus called twelve
men to come and follow him (Matt 10:1-4, Mark 3:19- Luke 6:12-16, John 1:35-51).
In his bookThe Master Plan of EvangelisfiRobert Coleman shares, “One cannot
transform a world except as individuals in the wate transformed, and individuals
cannot be changed except as they are molded imatids of the Master. The necessity is
apparent not only to select a few helpers but id@ep the group small enough to be
able to work effectively with thent* In Twelve Ordinary MenJohn MacArthur states

this about the strategy of Jesus:

In earthly terms, the founding of the church arelgpread of the gospel message
depended entirely on those twelve ordinary men thigir many obvious
weaknesses, and one of them so devilish as toyltéted_ord of the universe. And
the entirety of their training for the task tookdehan half as long as it typically
takes to get a degree from a seminary today. BusCknew what he was doing.
From his divine perspective, the ultimate succésbestrategy actually depended

82Steve GladerSmall Groups with Purpose: How to Create Healthyr@wnitiesGrand
Rapids: Baker, 2011), 8-9.

#Robert ColemariThe Master Plan of EvangelisGrand Rapids: Revell, 2007), 21.

84bid., 23-24.
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on the Holy Spirit working in those men to accoraplhis sovereign will. Those
men were merely instruments in his hafitis.

Jesus called his disciples to be with him and hleatnight send them out (Mark 3:14).
MacArthur elaborates on this passage, “Notice weedtep process. Before they could
be sent out to preach, they had to be pulledtimas absolutely critical that they be with
Jesus before they be sent otft.Jesus Christ is the perfect teacher, and thidl gnoaip

accomplished more than any other group in the hisibthe world®’

John Wesley and the Methodist Societies

John Wesley, the founder of Methodism, preachedraétimes a day and
traveled thousands of miles on horseback every, yedit the age of seventl. Mark
Shaw explains, “When Wesley saw the large numbleceroverts in London and the
inability of his traveling preachers to attendMeit spiritual care, he resolved to do
something about it, and he organized a Methodistigy.””®° As early as 1739 Wesley
began to organize new converts into societiesifmipleship?® These societies at first
met in homes and later had their own buildifg&Vhen they grew too large for the
effective care of their members, they were dividgd classes, each with eleven
members and a lead®r.Classes were the most basic small group struiwae

Methodist society?

8John MacArthurTwelve Ordinary MerfNashville: Thomas Nelson, 2002), xv.
#Ibid., 21.

8/Coleman;The Master Plan of Evangelisr?7.

8Gonzalez,The Story of Christianity2: 214.

8Mark Shaw,Ten Great Ideas from Church Histofpowners Grove, IL: InterVarsity, 1997),
142.

“Ubid.
%'GonzalezThe Story of Christianity2: 213.

“Ibid.
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These small groups carried on four primary fundida) Scripture reading;
(2) prayer:; (3) discussion of religious matters;ddllecting of funds” The purpose of
small groups was mutual confession of sin and aaedulity for growth in holiness,
which included reading the Bible and praying faithf.°> Members of these classes, in
addition to meeting these four expectations, wése expected to attend the weekly
church servic® Classes met weekly in the evening to avoid cotirfi§ with work or
church attendanc¥.

Wesley's example of preaching the gospel and tispg) bearing fruit is seen
in Colossians 1:6. This passage explains thagdlspel grows and bears fruit as it is
proclaimed around the world. For Wesley, Smalugiocame about as a result of
preaching the gospel. Planting small groups ire@ileawn and White Pine will only
come about as the gospel is preached in the contynuFiere is a biblical precedent of
the gospel bearing fruit, and Wesley’s responssetiing up small groups will be

mirrored in this project.

Dawson Trotman and the
Fishermen Clubs

Dawson Trotman had a conviction that more coulddmmplished for God
by focusing on and building up one person in Chihah by spreading himself over many
different areas® Trotman concludes, “God can do more through oae who is 100

percent dedicated to Him than through 100 men wa@aly 90 percent®® This

%Shaw,Ten Great Ideas from Church History43.
%GonzalezThe Story of Christianity2: 213.
%Shaw,Ten Great Ideas from Church Histori43.
“Ibid.

"Ibid.

%8sSkinner,Daws 77.
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conviction is what led to him to form small groupat he named “fishermen clubs.” The
club set high standards, which included seventspirdisciplines at first: (1) one hour of
prayer daily; (2) daily Bible reading; (3) touchinge soul a day for God; (4) sharing the
gospel once a week; (5) teaching another smallpgr@) always being equipped with the
New Testament, the Gospel of John, tracts, anceRistn Club information; (7)
memorizing one verse a d&. Trotman’s focus on making disciples over making
converts is crucial for this project. When restdamspond to the gospel they will need a
small group that will help them grow in their walkth Christ. The fishermen clubs

excelled at balancing both discipleship and evasigel

Rick Warren and the Purpose-
Driven Small Groups

Rick Warren is the pastor of Saddleback Commu@hyrch in Orange
County, California. He led this church from a shgabup of seven people meeting in his
living room to a church of over 3,500 adult smathgps and a weekly worship
attendance of over 20,000 people.Warren encapsulates the Saddleback philosophy in
The Purpose Driven ChurchiThe Great Commission (Matt 28:19-20) and theagre
commandment (Matt 22:37-40) summarize everythinglowvat Saddleback Church. If
an activity or program fulfills one of these comrdanwe do it. If it does not, we do
not.”*°? Warren focuses on five biblical purposes from@reat Commission and the

great commandment:

(1) Fellowship: Baptizing them in the name of ttagHer and of the Son and of the
Holy Spirit (Matt. 28:19); (2) Discipleship: Teacig them to obey everything |
have commanded you (Matt. 28:20); (3) Ministry: Boxour neighbor as yourself
(Matt. 22:39); (4) Evangelism: Go and make dis@méall nations (Matt. 28:19);

“Ibid., 69.
19%pid., 65.
19Gladen,Small Groups with Purpos@4-25.

%3narren,The Purpose Driven Church03.
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(5) Worship: Love the Lord your God with all yougdrt and with all your soul and
with all your mind (Matt 22:37).

Steve Gladen, who has been the pastor of smalpgrauSaddleback Church since 1998,
states, “It does not matter what you call your gggtsmall groups, community groups, or
some other term, what matters is a healthy smallgministry full of healthy small
groups.*® Gladen believed healthy small groups will be gwho balance all five of
these biblical principles: fellowship, discipleshipinistry, evangelism, and worsHifs.

The small groups at Saddleback are called purpogerdsmall groups, and each group
is expected to balance the five biblical purpddes.

Balance will be critical for the small groups mgiplanted. While each group
may not have all five purposes of the purpose-drsmall group model, each group must
have a healthy balance between discipleship, fslhgoy ministry, and evangelism.

While worship is encouraged in small groups, it maynay not happen in this setting,
depending on the giftedness of the members of ganlp. Worship will occur in the

large weekly gathering either way.

Principles for Small Groups
There are still some important questions that nedst answered regarding
small groups. Will there be a limit on membersioipeach small group? How big is too
big? What is the focus of each small group? Whkbameild the small group meet? How
does growth happen for small groups in Green Laweh\&@hite Pine mobile home
communities? There are some helpful principle®tiow when it comes to answering

these questions about small groups.

1%3Gladen,Small Groups with Purpose@?.
% bid.

1%9pid.
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Location

Homes are the desired locations for the plantingnadll groups in Green
Lawn and White Pine. When a church initiates ntigig/ithin a mobile-housing
community the residency participation in churchréases from two to thirty percefit.

As already noted in this chapter, people are opendeting in a neighbor’'s home. There
are over 300 lots in Green Lawn and White Pinevolld be cost efficient and
convenient if homes are used for meeting locations.

One negative that is yet to be determined willhgeopenness of residents to
using their homes for small group Bible studiesie@esident responded to an inquiry
along these lines by saying, “I would not be cort@ble inviting my neighbors over due
to the drug problem in the park.” Whether thithis view of many in the community is

yet to be determined.

Size

The size of the mobile home will determine theefthe small group. The
Florence Fire Department in Florence, Kentuckypnemends allowing 15 square feet
per person in a meeting place for the purposerefsfifety’’’ The typical mobile home
in Green Lawn and White Pine has a living room maag 15 feet long and 14 feet
wide. That is 210 square feet. Within this aseamnall group could safely accommodate
up to 14 members.

Gary Nicholson, who worked with LifeWay Christiesources, explains that
education space is of great importance when evafuite quantity of space for

ministry!°® His research recommends 12 to 15 square fegtgoson in adult

1%%Bunch, Kneisel, and OdeMultihousing Congregationg03.

19T his information came through a volunteer firemarowontacted the Florence Fire
Department. There is no fire code restriction owimany people can meet in a private residence. Fo

public meetings, fifteen square feet per persdahagule. Obviously, fire detectors in the home ar
recommended.
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classrooms?® This data would allow for a small group to haeéveen 14 and 17
members. However, this research was directecaasidoms and not living rooms.

More people are able to fit in chairs in a clasar@®tting than on couches in a living
room setting. This arrangement would lead to fepeesible members. It is important to
note that the church will grow not by building @&er meeting location but by
multiplying small groups. The size of membersimgmall groups is not limited to the
size of a living room, but to the available numbeliving rooms for planting other small
groups.

Mike Breen, in his article “What is a Missional @munity,” warns against
small groups being too small. He defines missianaimunities as “groups of twenty to
fifty people who exist, in Christian community, i@ach either a particular neighborhood
or network of relationships:*® A group of 20 to 50 people is too large a nunfber

using homes as a meeting location, but he offéssahrning:

Missional communities first began as missional $gralups, groups of eight to
fifteen people, more than twenty years ago in EmjlaAfter a few years it became
clear that growth, multiplication, and momentum wea® with these smaller
groups. Leader burnout was common. It took séyes for this to surface as a
recurring problem that needed to be dealt withteAd few more years of
experimenting, mid-sized groups, about the sizenoéxtended family, emerged as
a missional and discipleship vehicle that was clgpabthe exponential growth and
depth we see toddy*

The number of members for Green Lawn and White Bmall groups were
between 6 to 8 people due to the size of the ngspace. Connecting each small group

with the larger church gathering on a weekly balievziated Breen’s warning.

1%Gary NicholsonChurch Growth and Church FacilitigdNashville: LifeWay Christian
Resources, 2002), 4.

%9 pid.

1O\ike Breen, “What is a Missional Community?” httpoivw.vergenetwork.org/2010/12/31/
mike-breen-what-is-a-missional-community-printalfeedcessed January 27, 2013).

Hipid.
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Focus

Small groups can focus on meeting needs of membarsnunity, fellowship,
ministry, making disciples, accountability, muliipig, evangelism, and many other
things*? Planting small groups in Green Lawn and WhiteeRimphasized making

disciples, community, and multiplication.

Outward or inward focus. Peter Wagner coined the word “koinonitis” to
refer to groups that always look inward. Every model of small group must fight
against the temptation and tendency to become thfeaused. Small group ministries
live in constant tension between fellowship andngedism™* For this project, more
focus will be given to evangelism. Without evanmgyal there will be no need for small
groups. Harry Piland, former director of the Sun8ahool division of the Baptist
Sunday School Board, stated, “Any adult Bible staldgs that had not attempted to lead
anyone to Christ during the past year had misseid purpose for existing**> Outward
focus is critical for planting small groups.

Thom Rainer and Chuck Lawless provide insight@afooutward focus for the
church: “Jesus reminded his followers that thegsion was to have an outward focus
(Matt 10:7), that they were to be a ‘going’ chu(thatt 28:18-20), and that the ‘going’
would have no geographical boundaries (Acts 118)e church would look outward*®
Each small group planted must have an outward fonugaching the lost with the

gospel.

1Building Church Leaders, “Six Types of Small Groap$ielp Churches,”
http://www. building churchleaders.com/articles/208-scan-020611.html (accessed January 20, 2012).

3peter Wagneryour Church Can Be Health{iNashville: Abingdon, 1979), 87.
4Gladen Small Groups with Purposa3.
M Hemphill, Revitalizing the Sunday Morning Dinosado.

1%Rainer and Lawles&ating the ElephanB9.

57



Opened or closed focusSmall groups must have an open focus. An open
focus means people can join the group at any tivhde closed groups have a time to
sign up, but once it starts no one else can jargtoup. Typically, closed groups gather
around studies that last for weeks or a few moatha certain topics. The groups
planted in Green Lawn and White Pine will add areyonthe community at any time.
Allen Taylor explained how small groups will contmto grow until they reach a
saturation point, at which time the group will digiinto two*'’” Groups will remain

open for any resident to join at any time, and wiinengroups reaches its saturation point,

another group will be planted, keeping the grouprofor more members to join.

Discipleship or evangelistic focus Steve Sjogren states, “Every small group
needs to have some form of evangelism going omdardo maintain health:*® This is
a focus area where balance is imperative. Bottigleship and evangelism should occur
in each small group. Dawson Trotman’s exampleelpfhl for this focus. His goal was
to make disciples, not just convetts. For this project, focus will be on both evangalis
and discipleship. As in Trotman’s example, smeslups will seek to make disciples
who make disciple¥° Evangelism and discipleship go together. Thormé&aand
Chuck Lawless states, “The most effective mearesad a church in discipleship is to
have a priority for evangelisnt?" Evangelism begins the process of discipleship but
does not complete it. Trotman is goal of makirggglles is the best focus to have for

planting small groups in White Pine.

" aylor, The Six Core Values of Sunday SchabH.

H85cott Boren and Don TillmaGell Group Leader Training: Leadership Foundatidos
Groups that WorkHouston: Cell Group Resources, 2002), 141.

"%Robert FostefThe Navigato(Colorado Springs, CO: NavPress, 1983), 112.
1205kinner,Daws 263.

12IRainer and Lawles€ating the Elephan69.
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Growth

Church growth will occur through the multiplicatiof small groups.
Describing his expectations of Sunday school taagtken Hemphill encourages, “All
adult teachers should be challenged to enlist timer eeacher during the yedr®
Teachers training future teachers will be a hegitagtice for multiplying small groups.
Dawson Trotman believes the fastest way to reaelytbatest amount of people with the
gospel is through producing reproduckrs What Trotman applies to the individual, this

project will apply to the small group, planting dhgaoups that plant small groups.

Conclusion

Dawson Trotman repeated this challenge often: “&aber, making a
decision is five percent; ninety-five percent isdwing through. God is not glorified by
a raised hand unless the decision is confirmed ®rastian life that follows it***
Planting small groups is part of the ninety-fiveqamt Trotman called “following
through.” Leroy Eims, who served with Navigataos éver fifty years in various
ministry positions, says, “Jesus told us to makeidles. So you must stick close to the
person whom you have led to Christ, and help hiowguntil he takes his place among
those who vigorously and effectively advance theseaf the Lord. When that happens,
he may be considered a mature, committed, fruitiidwer of Jesus Christ*> The

goal for this project is making disciples througke planting of small groups in Green

Lawn and White Pine mobile home communities.

1241emphill, Revitalizing the Sunday Morning Dinosad#5.
1235kinner,Daws, 263.
24bid.

12Foster,The Navigator112.

59



CHAPTER 4
PLANTING IN WHITE PINE

In 2010, I discussed with Tim Alexander, the formsenior pastor of FBC, the
Key Church Program implemented by the church ir31@®der the leadership of Stuart
Perkins. The Key Church Program was aimed at iplgrchurches in multi-housing
communities under the leadership of volunteers ff@&! We decided it was time to
be intentional about reaching our neighbors withgbspel again. To mobilize FBC to
plant small group Bible studies in Greenlawn andté/Rine, the fifteen-week project
was broken down into four phases: (1) evaluatioRBE’s effectiveness in reaching
residents of White Pine with the gospel, (2) prdgel~BC and White Pine, (3) training

team members, and (4) planting small groups in 8/Rihe.

Phase 1: Evaluation

I needed to evaluate FBC'’s effectiveness in reggctesidents at Greenlawn
and White Pine. | believed there was a need tchrbath communities, and our current
strategy of inviting people to come to our churciiiding was not effective. To measure
FBC'’s effectiveness in reaching Greenlawn and WRike, | surveyed all of the adult
small group Bible studies that met on Sunday m@sin the church building. | wrote a
survey with ten diagnostic questions (Appendix [Igontacted the small group leaders of
each adult class to inform them of FBC’s plan faahing White Pine and the need for
their help in the weeks to come. Each teacherwilliag to lead his or her class to
participate in the survey. | passed out the sumnaey instructions out Sunday morning to

each class before their meeting time and retri¢gredurveys after small groups had

!Michael CapekChurch at the Crossroad&noxville: Tennessee Valley, 2005), 299.
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concluded. | tallied the results Sunday night emdcluded that FBC was not taking the
gospel to Greenlawn or White Pine, and residepts fihese two communities were not

attending small groups at FBC.

Phase 2: Prayer
Phase 2 was the longest of the four phases andembsix weeks. Its focus
was prayer. The three major items in this phase wawenty-one day prayer journal, a
worship service focused on prayer, and prayer-wglkirough Greenlawn and White

Pine.

Week 1

Writing the prayer journal consumed the first weélphase 2. The 21 days
were broken down into three groups of seven d&msch week represented a different
focus. Each day of the prayer journal was diviohed three sections: (1) reading a
specific Bible passage or verse, (2) reflectinghenBible verse or passage throughout
the day, and (3) praying through the passage cever

Week 1 of the prayer journal was devoted to pelgomgaration for the
mission. Day 1 applied the Great Commission (M8&ti.8-20) on a personal level.
Reflective questions such as, “What does a disaplesus Christ look like?” and “How
am | making disciples in my home, neighborhood,kptace, or school?” were used to
help connect the Great Commission to everyday Hach participant in the prayer
journal was encouraged to ask the Lord to give diirner opportunities to share the
gospel and for a passion to make disciples. Dimg2sed on the ministry of
reconciliation (2 Cor 5:17-21) and reminded theyprgournal participant that God
entrusts to every Christian the ministry of rectiatton. Day 3 focused on the Great
Commandment (Matt 22:37-39), noting that a perstove for God will lead him or her
to love others. Day 4 emphasized the necessipiding in Christ (John 15:5-11). Day
5 was dedicated to the gospel. Each participastrerminded that the gospel is the
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power of God for salvation (Rom 1:16). Day 6 affed Paul's teaching that the
Christian is created in Christ for good works, whiéod has already prepared for the
believer to walk in (Eph 2:8-10). | asked eachipgrant during his or her time of prayer
to ask the Lord to reveal the good works God hagared for FBC in Greenlawn and
White Pine. Day seven finished the first weekhaf prayer journal by stressing the
importance of perpetuating the gospel. Paul eragad Timothy to entrust the gospel to
faithful men who would be able to entrust it toeth(2 Tim 2:2). The goal of planting
the gospel in White Pine was to see those who hbardospel entrust it to others.
Participants going through the prayer journal warallenged not to let the gospel stop
with them but to pray that as residents in WhiteeHieard the gospel, they would share it
with others also.

The focus of week 2 moved from the individual te thurch. The passages
chosen for week 2 prepared the church for reacBiegnlawn and White Pine. Day 8
highlighted the connection between worship and immssvhere worship does not exist,
people on mission should be present. God hasdaldbe church in order to be a
blessing to the nations (Ps 67:1-3). FBC was ehgkd to make God’s saving power
known throughout the world and specifically in Grieevn and White Pine. Day 9
emphasized the need for asking the Lord to sendhoue workers into the mission field
(Matt 9:36-38). Day 10 explained that the only veagyerson would hear the gospel was
through someone preaching it to him or her (Roni3Q@5, 17). Day 11 examined how
the gospel grows (Acts 6:7, 12:24, 13:49). Dawyddressed speaking the gospel with
boldness (Acts 4:29,31). Day 13 reminded the dhtode a light in the community so
that others could see our good works and give dlmgod (Matt 5:16). The final day of
week 2, day 14, highlighted how the early churehéd the world upside down with the
gospel and challenged FBC to do the same today (AEH).

The focus during the final week of the prayer jainvas on Greenlawn and
White Pine communities. Day 15 challenged the dhtw ask the Lord to open doors for
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the gospel into Greenlawn and White Pine (1 Co8-B5:Col 4:3-4). Day 16 encouraged
the church to pray for God to open spiritually dleyes in Greenlawn and White Pine (2
Cor 4:3-4). Day 17 examined Acts 1:8 and asked EBf@ach its Jerusalem. Day 18
studied the life of Christ and his mission to sagll save people (Luke 19:10; 1 Tim
1:15). FBC has been sent by Christ to seek anel stiners as well (John 20:21). The
focus of day 19 was gospel saturation. One gaglnting small groups in Greenlawn
and White Pine was to give every resident an oppdst to hear the gospel, and Acts
13:49 and Acts 19:10 give the church two exampldsw to spread the gospel
throughout an entire community. Day 20 narrowedghayer focus to asking for people
of peace in the targeted communities who would apgetheir homes for future Bible
studies. The final day of the prayer journal exaadihow God used the preaching of the
gospel to save people who already belonged to Gois (18:9-11). FBC believed God
had many people in Greenlawn and White Pine anddwae the church to preach the

gospel.

Week 2

Early in week 2 of phase 2 | printed out four egpof the completed prayer
journal, and four editors read, corrected mista&as, highlighted any confusing areas in
the journal. After collecting the editors’ revisedpies of the prayer journal, | made
updates accordingly. On Friday of week 2 | askedéveral volunteers to help with
printing, folding, and stuffing the prayer journal&fter the journals were printed, folded,
and stuffed, we passed out week 1 of the prayen@wo each small group classroom.
An insert placed in each prayer journal explaireethdividual small group members how
to use the journal (Appendix 2). Earlier in theaké asked FBC’s Sunday school
director for the average Sunday morning attendé&rceach adult small group and the
phone numbers of small group teachers. | calletl &zacher and explained the prayer

journal and the future plans of planting small grein White Pine and Greenlawn. After
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the adult small groups concluded their classeswm&®y morning, | collected the extra
copies of the prayer journal and placed them ornahles in the entrance to the sanctuary
in order to enable church attenders who were natived with a small group to utilize

the prayer journals.

Week 2 of phase 2 also marked the beginning opteparation for a worship
service focused on prayer. | asked FBC’s musiastanto lead the church in worship
songs. | also gave to those who organized andgorithe church bulletins an insert
including the date, time, and summary of the upcgnprrayer service to print in the

bulletin for the following three Sundays.

Week 3

Day 1 of week 3 of phase 2 marked the beginninh@fprayer journal. |
reminded and encouraged the people participatipgayer through media outlets such as
Facebook and email. On Saturday evening my tea passed out week 2 of the
prayer journal to every adult small group classrodimtra copies from week 1 were
placed in the entrance of the sanctuary for any begraf a small group who had missed
the first week and wanted to utilize the prayerjal After small groups concluded
their meetings on Sunday morning, | collected tkteaecopies of week 2 of the prayer
journal and placed them on the table in the atralong with the extra copies from week
1.

While the focus of phase 2 was on prayer, ther®amopportunity to go to
White Pine and Greenlawn and meet a need during &eéthe prayer phase. Public
schools resumed classes on Wednesday, and a meh#i&C had donated numerous
school supplies. On Tuesday afternoon a teamudests and adults from FBC set up a
table in an empty lot of White Pine and passedsohbol supplies to any family in need
until the supplies were gone. During the firstmifutes only one family stopped by the

table. However, the slow pace did not last lomge team from FBC found out there
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was a network within the White Pine community. Hgmmembers, neighbors, and
friends communicated to one another that supptiesdhool were available. Within
forty-five minutes the supplies were all given away

The prayer service was only a week away. An insas placed in the bulletin
again with the time, date, and summary of the upegr8unday evening service. | also
began organizing a team to set up prayer statiodalp with clean up after the worship

service. The prayer service included ten stations.

Week 4

Phase 2, week 4, included days 8 through 14 obthager journal. The second
week of the prayer journal transitioned from théiwdual’s duty to the church’s
mission. Week 2 concluded on Saturday, and on &uhpassed out the final week of
the prayer journal to each adult small group. Gtheesmall groups concluded their
meetings, | placed the extra copies of week 3,caloith the extra copies from the
previous two weeks, on tables at the entranceetcainctuary.

The prayer service started Sunday ragbtOOpm. The worship pastor at FBC
led the congregation in four songs. | spoke abfmeitocation, population, and needs of
Greenlawn and White Pine and gave an overvieweptan for planting small groups in
these 2 communities. | communicated the dategstiand location of 4 upcoming
training sessions for those interested in beintherteam for planting small groups. |
finished by explaining each prayer station, prayangd dismissing the group to the
prayer stations throughout the church building (&qmgix 3). Over 100 people attended,

and the service lasted for an hour.

Week 5

Members of FBC prayer-walked through Greenlawn\Afiike Pine Monday
through Saturday during week 5 of the prayer ph@stotal of 80 people signed up to
prayer-walk Greenlawn and White Pine. Fourteerplgesigned up for Monday, 17 on
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Tuesday, 16 on Wednesday, 12 on Thursday, 11 daysrand 10 on Saturday. Each
participant had a guide to help as he or she walkedigh the neighborhoods.

During week 5 | also had the opportunity to partngh the University of
Kentucky’s Baptist Campus Ministry. The BCM brot@l students to northern
Kentucky and spent Friday and Saturday nightseattturch building. Two weeks prior,
Andrew, a BCM student and member of FBC called @megared a prayer-walk through
Greenlawn and White Pine and a block party for @Rithe. On Saturday morning the
entire BCM group drove to Greenlawn and White Rind prayer-walked both
communities. Saturday afternoon we packed up titietgbles, and chairs and set up for
the block party. Over 50 residents from White Rittended. One team of students was
in charge of cooking the food, another group leshgs for the children, another team set
up the tents and chairs, and the final group afestts finished a mission project for 3
homes in White Pine. The mission project includeting the grass around the home
and pulling weeds. The homeowner earlier in thekwrequested help with the lawn if
possible. When the team of students began workimthhe home, two neighbors also
asked for help, and the team responded to the ndddse was a prayer station at the
block party inviting anyone who wanted prayer. Maesidents wrote down prayer
requests and were prayed for. The block partyalgfbod first impression on the
community of FBC and helped pave the way for fusmall group planting efforts. A
key opportunity opened up during this event. Augrof young men played basketball
on the basketball courts located in the middlehef\tvhite Pine community. We were
able to play several games with the young men @yreéaying. Something as simple as
playing basketball opened of the door for commurooa learning names, and building
friendships. Doors opened in White Pine, and freeek 5 of phase 2 the focus for
planting small groups narrowed from Greenlawn arfdt&/Pine to White Pine only.

On Sunday of the fifth week | transitioned frane fprayer phase to the training
phase. Before and after the worship service lgzhest copies divhat is the Gospel?
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by Greg Gilbert to members of the church who havipusly signed up for training. In
the book were copies of the times and locatiorth®# training sessions and a reading
schedule. Prayer for planting small groups didasatse with the transition of phases.
The transition merely marked the beginning of iragn FBC prayed for God to send out
workers into the field. God answered. The workere needed to be equipped for
ministry (Eph 4:12). The purpose of training wagtjuip FBC for the ministry of

planting small groups in White Pine.

Phase 3: Training
Equipping members of the church to plant smalugrBible studies in
Greenlawn and White Pine was an essential task 4Ef#). During the 4 weeks of
training | spent much time in personal prayer andyspreparing for each training
session. | also prayed and contacted team meriiyergghout the week to encourage
and answer any questions team members may haveHaath. training session was

announced in the bulletin two weeks prior to thealctraining. .

Week 1

The first week of training focused on sharing paed testimonies and
studying the early church’s example in the booRgis. An insert was placed in the
bulletin for two weeks stating the time and locataj the first training session. On
Sunday night we met in a small group room and I2agatticipants. | explained the goal
of planting small groups in Greenlawn and WhiteeRPshared my personal testimony,
and prayed for the group. Before asking each peisavrite out his or her testimony, |
used class notes from Timothy Beougher’s persoraigelism class to teach the “do’s”

and “don’ts” in giving a personal testimofy.

“Timothy Beougher, Personal Evangelism (32100A), $bathern Baptist Theological
Seminary, Louisville, March 19, 2009.
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After teaching about personal testimonies andritapgach person write out his
or her own testimony | taught on the early churdmfthe book of Acts. | used specific
passages to show how the church lived out her amsdtach member of the class
received a handout that included passages forteaching point. Training lasted for 1
hour, and the class was reminded of the time acatitn of the next training session. |
closed the training with a time of prayer focusedioldness in sharing the gospel in
White Pine.

Forty copies oWWhat is the Gospelfad been passed out to people who signed
up for training while at the prayer service the Wwbefore, and more copies were
available to each person patrticipating in the fi@ining session. Each team member
was assigned to read 2 chapters a week over thelwexeks. During the first week of

training each member read the first 2 chapters@bbok.

Week 2

A month earlier | had contacted Alan Witham, wheswa staff with the
Kentucky Baptist Convention. | spoke with Withatraaconference | attended earlier in
the year about methods of evangelism. On a folipveall we discussed a Bible teaching
method known as Bible storying. | had heard ofystg the Bible but did not know
enough about this method to train others. Mansioimaries on the field used Bible
storying to share the gospel with their people gep@and | believed storying would be
the best method of teaching small groups in White Pl asked Witham to teach a class
on how to story the Bible. He demonstrated dutirggtraining session how to story the
Bible using the prodigal son from Luke 15:11-32e passed out handouts explaining
how to story other passages in the Bible. With&msed the training session with a time
of questions and answers. The second trainingoselssted a total of 90 minutes, and

there were 36 participants.
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During the second week of training chapters 34anéiWhat is the Gospel?
were completed. Also during this week | went te Hiasketball courts at White Pine and
played several pick-up games with the young mesadly playing in order to build
relationships with residents. Several of the yooma attended local high schools, two
were in college, and others were out of collegewaarking. Only 1 of the young men

attended a church.

Week 3

During week 3 of training | had the opportunitysfgend time in White Pine on
3 different occasions. On Tuesday and Saturdaghl & small team of basketball players
from FBC to play with the young men already playorgthe basketball courts. | learned
the names of everyone who played on both Tuesdayaturday and invited each young
man to a future Bible study. Most of the young rstated they would attend a Bible
study in White Pine. The third occasion for beim§Vhite Pine during week 3 was due
to a fire engulfing a mobile home. The home wasgletely damaged, and the family
had to move out salvaging only minimal belongings tb the smoke and fire. Two
members of FBC, 1 with the fire department andather with the Boone County
Sheriff's Department, notified me about the firesasn as they heard about it on their
scanners. Both the fireman and the policemanagtbthe prayer service a few weeks
before and knew about the goal of reaching White Riith the gospel. As soon as |
arrived on the scene the deputy with the shemf&partment introduced me to the family.
The family had other family in the area where thewyld stay for the time being. A
fireman on the scene explained how difficult it iasry to save a mobile home from a
fire due to the rapidity with which the flames sglen a single mobile home. He also
stated that most of the time, when the fire cresis@on the scene, the fire has already

ruined the mobile home, and their goal is to kéegpfire from spreading to other mobile
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homes. The fire gave clear evidence to a needhité/Pine and paved the way for FBC
to enter White Pine while meeting an urgent need.

The focus of the third week of training was on satwevangelism. Members
of FBC would gain a hearing from residents in Wiitee through servant evangelism.
Two booksMeeting Needs, Sharing Chrisy Donald Atkinson and Charles Roesel and
Mobilizing a Great Commission Church for Harvestrn&nthood Evangelism as a
Bridge to the Gospdly David Wheeler, along with multiple Scripturdenences, were
used for the training session. David Wheeler e@rpld steps in servant evangelism:
learning to identify needs, going where needsiarggating a plan, and having a
willingness to stay. Wheeler defines servant eelsigp as “[a] combination of simple
acts of kindness and intentional personal evangelisWheeler also gives 2
foundational principles for servanthood evangeli€hyparticipants must be intentionally
evangelistic, and (2) participants must genuinalg@bout the needs of people. Another
definition crucial to training members of FBC fargant evangelism came fravteeting
Needs, Sharing ChristRoesel states, “Servanthood evangelism is dedigmmeet a
person at the point of their need with the goahtbducing him or her to Jesus Christ as
Savior and Lord*

After teaching about servant evangelism, | passgdhandouts with the
description of 15 service projects taken fr@wnspiracy of Kindnedsy Steven Sjogren.
Each project would meet a need in White Pine. Eaember, after being given the
opportunity to read the servant project descrigiovas asked to choose his or her
favorite 3 projects. Every participant turned is ar her highest 3 choices and identified

whether he or she would teach a small group, leaeher in training, be a team leader, or

®David WheelerMobilizing a Great Commission Church for Harvestr&nthood
Evangelism as a Bridge to the Gosfieligene: OR, Wipf and Stock, 2011), 156.

“Donald Atkinson and Charles Roeddketing Needs, Sharing Chrigtashville: Lifeway,
1995), 8.
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be a team member for future servant evangelisnegi®j Over 40 people attended
training during week 3.

The final aspect of training for week 3 was thagrs=sd reading fronWhat is
the Gospel? Greg Gilbert’'s book would be the focus of th&tneeek’s training, and it
was important for everyone to be up-to-date orah$ her readingWhat is the Gospel?
was 8 chapters long, and during week 3 of trainthgpters 5 and 6 were to be

completed.

Week 4

The final week of training transitioned to launaipinto White Pine through
servant evangelism. | believed through prayersardant evangelism doors would open
for future small group Bible studies. | formede@ms from the response to service
projects from the week before. Two service prgeetre chosen: (1) baking and passing
out cookies to every home in White Pine, and (3spa out smoke detector batteries to
every home in White Pine and installing smoke detsdn any home in need of a smoke
detector. | spent most of week 4 contacting tesaxdérs and members, explaining the
service projects, reading testimonies of each pepsaticipating in training, and
preparing to teaclWWhat is the Gospel?l split the fourth and final training sessionair2
parts, the first part focused on the Gospel ang#eend part focused on gathering in
teams, scheduling dates to go to White Pine, asidr@iag team members tasks to
complete the servant evangelism projects.

The class completed/hat is the GospelBy the time training began during the
fourth week. Training started with Greg Gilbetsok. | laid out the 4 crucial questions
Gilbert asks when it came to the gospel: (1) Whdenas, and to whom are we
accountable? (2) What is our problem? In othemda/care we in trouble and why? (3)

What is God'’s solution to that problem? How hastied to save us from it? (4) How
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do | come to be included in that salvation? Whakes this good news for nte?
focused on the answers to these 4 questions giv&ilbert’s book and the Bible. God,
man, Jesus, and response, were the 4 answersdadhtons, and each one was
explained in depth. | knew from reading testimertleat each participant had a solid
understanding of the gospel. However, teachifi@t is the Gospel@nd covering
specifically what the Gospel was, and was not, gdeéty and confidence to each
member. Confidence in and clarity on the gospetwdally important because
members were about to become intentional in shah@gospel with residents in White
Pine.

Each person was given a map of White Pmkaaroster of their team. | paired
a baking team with a battery team to make thregels#gams who would go door-to-door
together in the weeks to follow. Each team wagyassl a color and a certain number of
houses in White Pine. The map was color-codetidaveach team its specific homes to
which to deliver cookies, give batteries, and ilhst@moke detectors. The orange team
had 12 members and was assigned 44 homes. The&hlméhad 14 members and was
assigned 39 homes. The green team had 20 memmukassigned was 52 homes in
White Pine. Each team leader and member was esgedito recruit more team
members from FBC if needed or if others were irgiee in joining their team but could
not make the training times.

| had the opportunity to go to White Pine 2 tindeising week 4 of training. |
played basketball with the men again on Tuesdalytnigfound out that 2 of the young
men who were brothers wanted Bibles, and anothengyonan worked at Rally’s. |
brought 2 Bibles to drop off a couple of days labeit no one was home. A neighbor

guided me to the brothers’ grandparents’ home, lwvinas right around the corner. |

°Greg GilbertWhat is the Gospel@heaton, IL: Crossway, 2010), 31.
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delivered the Bibles, and the grandparents werng agpreciative. | also began going to

Rally’s to build a relationship with the young maho worked there.

Phase 4: Planting
Praying and training led to planting small group8Vhite Pine. Servant

evangelism was the method used to build relatigrsséind plant Bible studies.

Week 1

The first week of planting featured the orange téaniding relationships with
residents of White Pine through the simple actsasising out baked goods and smoke
detector batteries. Cookie dough and pans werngisdphrough the church budget.
Team members from all 3 teams assigned to bakaeokuld pick up the cookie dough
anytime during the week in the kitchen at the chungilding. The Florence Fire
Department provided batteries and smoke deteatarsver every home in White Pine.
Les Smith and | retrieved the batteries for WhiteeP Les attended training at the fire
department on Saturday for installing smoke detsctdeam members from every team
could pick up batteries at the church building. cBRendetectors were available, but
installations were scheduled on an as-needed basis.

On Saturday the orange team met at the churcHibgito gather supplies and
pray. The team split up into small groups andgmesi certain roads to each small group
to ensure all the assigned area given to the orage would be covered. Handouts
were given to each group asking for the names,esdds, phone numbers, what was
given, and prayer concerns. Each group had adectw fill in as much information as
possible for each home. The orange team knockexdl d4 of their assigned doors. The
team passed out cookies, batteries, invited honitescildren to the upcoming Fall
Funfest at FBC, gave out church information caadsl, offered prayer to each home
opening the door. Some homes had no respons® chaedne being home. The gospel
was presented in one home. The orange team wéissthteam from FBC to make an
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impact in White Pine, and the team left a greatraapion. Residents from White Pine
mentioned on several occasions their appreciaipedmething as simple as cookies and
batteries.

Week 1 of planting marked the fourth week in a that a team from FBC had
played basketball on the White Pine basketballtsoudrew Clayton, a member from
FBC who wanted to be a small group Bible studyéeadame with me to the courts. A
small group of students and a parent from FBC j@is@d us in White Pine. We played
pick-up basketball games until it became so daakwe could no longer see the ball.

The small group of students and parent broughti@déand crackers for everyone at the

end. FBC’s presence was continually growing in HRine through multiple avenues.

Week 2

The green team saturated White Pine during wedlpfaating. The green
team was the largest team made up of 20 membernsaah82 assigned homes. The team
went to White Pine on a Thursday evening and caetigoing door-to-door until dark.
The team met at the church to gather supplies emd prhey covered half of their
assigned homes and had the opportunity to shamgoyel with 2 of the homes visited.
Thursday evening marked the first time most oftdan members had ever knocked on a
door in White Pine.

Week 2 of planting marked the fifth consecutiveetvef playing basketball
with a group of young men from White Pine. The sagam from FBC came again,
providing snacks and Gatorade. Devin Nunn wasobiee young men with whom | had
developed a good relationship through playing béds#leand with whom | had shared
the gospel on numerous occasions. | asked Nurme, ibbecame too dark to play
basketball, if he knew of a place where we coulkramsmall group Bible study. He

suggested digging out a fire pit in his yard andting everyone to his house, though he
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expressed doubt about anyone attending. Nunn’senaould become the location of the

first small group Bible study to be planted in VéRine.

Week 3

The blue team was the last team to go to White.Pifhe team consisted of 14
members and was assigned 39 homes. They metrahdiougather supplies, break into
smaller teams to cover their assigned homes in&\Riite, and pray. The day the blue
team went to White Pine was cold and rainy. Thetelid not hesitate to continue with
their mission. They passed out cookies, batteinege cards, and offered prayer to each
home. The gospel was shared in one home. Onepesyad for a widow who was
struggling with the recent death of her spousee family came to FBC for the Fall
Funfest as a result of an invite card from the lbéan. Many doors were opening for
FBC as a result of servant evangelism.

Basketball in White Pine continued during week planting. Over 20 people
from White Pine were playing basketball when ouakteam arrived to the courts. We
played until dark and had the opportunity to inwatery player to the Bible study the
following week at Devin Nunn’s house. | invited nyeof the basketball players on an
individual basis but also had the opportunity tatthe entire group when it became too
dark to play basketball. Most of the players wexeited to participate in the Bible study
and said they would be there. None of the meedtitat he was uninterested in joining

a Bible study in White Pine or acted hostile toithatation to a small group Bible study.

Week 4
The first small group Bible study was planted dgrnweek 4 of planting. |
recruited a team from FBC of 8 people to help.t Bathe team purchased food and
drinks. Another part of the team loaded and sdahegrill for hot dogs. Devin Nunn,
his brother, and a friend dug out the fire pit gathered the wood for the fire. | spent
time early in week 4 preparing a Bible study. Tdyic of the first Bible study was the
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gospel. The team of 8 from FBC met at the churghldimg, explained a tentative
schedule of how the small group Bible study wouddand prayed. After prayer we
loaded all the supplies and drove to White Pine.

We arrived at Devin Nunn’s house and unloadedtipplies. Half of the team
stayed at the house to set up chairs and theagdlistarted to cook. The other half of the
team walked through the neighborhood inviting aryano was outside to the Bible
study. We went to the basketball courts and iaMvitee young men playing. Everyone at
the courts, the people who were playing, as wethase who were watching, followed us
back to Nunn’s house. We started the small groitip serving hot dogs, hot off the grill,
to everyone. Some of the team members passedates pchips, cookies, and napkins.
We also made sure to have a garbage can avail@bkNunns were gracious enough to
open up their home and yard, so the least we abuldas ensure that all trash was
properly disposed of. After few minutes of eatlrgpened up with prayer for the group.
| spent 15 minutes teaching on the gospel, expigi@od, sin, Jesus, and a personal
response. | used multiple Scripture references. céhcluded the small group Bible
study with a time of questions and answers. |@skanyone had any prayer requests.
Several people had requests, and we closed thé gmap with a time of prayer. We
had over 30 people from White Pine at our first bgr@up Bible study around the fire
pit in the yard. We invited everyone back next kyaeeather permitting. The team was

in the White Pine community for the small group IBibtudy for 3 hours.

Week 5

Drew Clayton volunteered to be a small group leadtés studied 1
Corinthians 15 early in week 5 of planting. Thantemet at church on Tuesday night for
the small group Bible study in White Pine. Thdledl a cooler with soft drinks and ice,

loaded up chairs, prayed together, and departestedd of grilling hot dogs, we ordered
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pizza for the small group. Donna Knott, my minysissistant at FBC, picked up the
pizzas and met the team at the Nunn'’s fire pit.

The second week of the small group Bible studiethrom 6:00pm to
9:30pm. The first hour was spent unloading, sgttip, and inviting people to the Bible
study. Drew taught for 30 minutes, including artwute review of the gospel from the
previous week. The team from FBC engaged in nlaltpe-on-one conversations.
Many of these conversations were about the gospat. team from FBC was growing,
and Drew proved to be a capable teacher. ldengfgnd training a teacher from White
Pine was still in progress. There were over 25feeat our second small group Bible

study in White Pine.

Conclusion

God opened doors into White Pine for FBC. Livesewchanged as prayers
were answered. The gospel was proclaimed, Jesusxedted, and God was glorified.
Over 120 people from FBC and UK’s BCM prayer-walkaeenlawn and White Pine.
Over 50 people from FBC were involved in servarargelism at White Pine. Five
people from FBC are ready to lead small groupsree@awn or White Pine, and there
are teams to go with these 5 teachers. Fifteeksvegssed quickly, and the
intentionality demanded from a 15-week project wasial for FBC to reach a

community with the gospel.
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CHAPTER 5
PROJECT EVALUATION

Evaluation of the Project’s Purpose

The purpose of my fifteen-week project was to iobiFlorence Baptist
Church to plant small group Bible studies througHooal multi-housing communities.
The first part of my purpose was fulfilled. FBCshaeen mobilized to plant small group
Bible studies in multi-housing communities. FB@miked 1 Bible study within the 15
weeks, and is prepared to plant 4 more in White Bimd Greenlawn in the spring.
Members of FBC have formed 5 teams, have beerettainservant evangelism and
Bible story telling, and are waiting for doors foem to plant their small groups. One
team has already launched into White Pine and gdiaatsmall group Bible study with
over 25 residents of White Pine in attendance.

The second part of the purpose was not fulfill&te planting of more than 1
small group in more than 1 multi-housing commums not accomplished within the
fifteen-week time limit. However, in the 1 smatbgp planted in White Pine there are
people from different multi-housing communitiesside of White Pine. Drew Clayton
and his team from FBC is ready to plant a smalugro a different community as soon
as a resident is willing to host a small group.réehmore locations have been identified
for future small group plants but need to waitg$pring and the weather to get warmer.
All 3 locations are basketball courts. One cosithiWhite Pine, another court is in

Greenlawn, and the last court is in Mosby Point.
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Evaluation of the Project’'s Goals
The project of planting small group Bible studie$sreenlawn and White Pine
had 4 goals. The first goal was to determine hffeceve FBC was in reaching
Greenlawn and White Pine mobile home communitiel thie gospel. The second goal
was to change FBC's attitude from event evangelsservant evangelism. The third
goal was to promote personal prayer for FBC, Geaen] and White Pine. The fourth
and final goal was to see gospel growth in Greenlamd White Pine through planting

small group Bible studies.

Goal 1: How Effective is FBC in
Reaching Greenlawn and White
Pine with the Gospel?

| believed Greenlawn and White Pine were 2 larg&irhousing communities
less than 2 miles from FBC'’s building but were @atged and uninfluenced by the
church’s presence in the community. Before | begjeategizing and mobilizing FBC to
reach Greenlawn and White Pine, | needed to bemsyieypothesis was correct. |
surveyed each adult small group to determine FR@é&ctiveness in reaching Greenlawn
and White Pine with the gospel and how signifiaaptesence the church had in both
communities. Out of the 194 surveys collected fearary adult small group, 5 people
checked the “do not agree to participate,” box Aisdrvey was incomplete. Ninety
percent of the respondents did not know anyonadiun Greenlawn or White Pine. Over
95 percent of the respondents had never sharegbpel with anyone in Greenlawn and
White Pine. Sixty-two percent of the people suegitad never heard of either
Greenlawn or White Pine. On a scale of 0 to 1@pesenting never having heard of
Greenlawn or White Pine and 10 representing livmtne community, respondents to the
survey had an average score of 1.15. | concluaed the survey that | needed to
mobilize FBC to go to Greenlawn and White Pine plaght small group Bible studies in

each community.
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Goal 2: Change in FBC's Attitude
from Event Evangelism to
Servant Evangelism

FBC'’s evangelism strategy of hosting a big evetiaviting the community
to attend has not been effective in reaching Gezemland White Pine with the gospel.
A change in attitude from event evangelism, hopimgglost come to a church building, to
taking the gospel to the people, needed to ocCwer 50 members from FBC, most of
whom had never been to or heard of Green Lawn até¥ne, went to White Pine
through servant evangelism and Bible studies. RB® has a presence in the
community. Teams from FBC have future plans feaning and mulching the entrance
into White Pine, cleaning out and hanging netshenrims in the White Pine basketball
court, and meeting numerous personal needs syzirsting, roofing, and cleaning, in
many of the homes. The purpose of serving White #i these ways is to gain a hearing
for the gospel. FBC has moved outside of the imgleh which we worship once a week

and into the community we are trying to reach it gospel.

Goal 3: Pray Daily for FBC and
Greenlawn and White Pine

| prayed daily for FBC, Greenlawn, and White Pimeughout the 15-week
project. Early in the project | prayed for wisdamd discernment for mobilizing FBC to
reach Greenlawn and White Pine. | used the 2Ipdayer journal during the prayer
phase of the project. Once | met the young meyimdebasketball | prayed for them
daily. | asked God to open up their eyes to thepgband to draw them to himself. |
asked for opportunities to share the gospel wighyttung men. | was able to share the
gospel with many of them, two of which placed thaist in Jesus Christ for salvation.

During the training phase | prayed for God to mowvthe hearts of members
of FBC. Training sessions were well attended, mady members participated in servant
evangelism at White Pine. As the project moved the planting phase my prayer
focused more on residents of White Pine. The Napesning up their home and
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property as a location to be used for a small gBilpe study was an answer to prayer.
We needed a location, and Devin Nunn offered hid y@be used. My personal prayer
life grew during each week of the project, andasvencouraging to see God work and

move through prayer in specific ways.

Goal 4: Gospel Growth in Greenlawn
and White Pine through Planting
Small Groups

The gospel was planted in White Pine and is grguadlay. Two young men
who placed their trust in Christ are the first fsuof the harvest. | believe many more
residents of White Pine will respond in the nedurfe. The gospel was shared with over
35 residents. Every home in White Pine felt thesspnce of FBC through servant
evangelism, but not every home heard the gospeichMvork remains to be done in
White Pine, but the 15-week project launched FBG ihe White Pine community, and

the gospel has been planted and is growing.

Strengths

Gospel clarity and focus were strengths for ptapmall groups in White
Pine. Paul delivered the gospel to the churcharirth as of first importance (1 Cor
15:3). Paul explained to the church in Rome haavgbspel was the power of God for
salvation for those who believed (Rom 1:16). FBQIld have organized block parties,
grilled out, passed out school supplies, battedrd,cookies, installed smoke detectors,
cleaned houses and yards, but still have missegasgel. Good things could have been
accomplished, but without clarity and focus onglepel, nothing of eternal significance
would have occurred. The gospel was includedlis phases of the project. Each
person who participated in the survey was askbd br she had ever shared the gospel
with anyone living in Greenlawn or White Pine. FB@s encouraged to share and be
confident in the gospel throughout the twenty-oag prayer journal. Training was
devoted to clarity on the gospel. Each trainegt@voait his or her testimony and read
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Greg Gilbert’'s booRVhat is the Gospel?In training, each team was continually
reminded that the goal of meeting needs throughaséevangelism was to introduce
people to Jesus Christ. The gospel was the tdgleecsmall group Bible studies.

Prayer was another strength for the project. ®irestor 5 weeks, of the 15-
week project focused on prayer. The mobilizatibmembers of a church out of their
comfort zones and gospel growth in unreached contrasionly occurs when God
moves in the hearts of people. | cannot changéhaayts. My project could not change
any hearts. God, through prayer, changed he@dhsugh prayer God opened multiple
doors into White Pine. Through prayer God gavenfisence with Kim, the manager of
Greenlawn and White Pine. Through prayer God gave location for a Bible study in
White Pine. Through prayer God saved 2 individiraM/hite Pine. Through prayer
God moved in the hearts of members of FBC andwerkers into the field. | do not
know how many other things happened and will hagsea result of prayer, but | know
God has moved in the lives of people in FBC and/imte Pine as a result of prayer.

Another strength for planting small groups in VéHftine was mobilizing FBC
to go to White Pine through forming servant evaisgeteams. Over 50 members of
FBC knocked on doors in a community previously @aged by the church. The team
approach made equipping the saints for ministrgtpral and possible (Eph 4:12).
Forming teams allowed leaders to lead, teacheesatth, encouragers to encourage, and
servants to serve. The numerous roles on eachabewed people with a variety of
spiritual gifts to get involved in ministry. Forng teams also enabled FBC to make a
contact with every home in White Pine. White Asa large community, but by
dividing it into 3 sections, with each team ass@jnae section, the teams made it
possible to reach the whole community.

A final strength of mobilizing FBC to plant smaliagips in White Pine was the
eagerness and discipline of members from FBC to gloe community faithfully.
Members were not in White Pine every day but werd/hite Pine numerous times each
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week. Several members from FBC would drive throGghenlawn and White Pine each
week praying for houses and people they would pAsgam set up a table in White
Pine and passed out school supplies. Hope Miniatrputreach and mission of FBC,
would have a delivery to a resident in Greenlawah Afhite Pine, and a team would go
and make the delivery. Furniture, clothes, blasikatd food were delivered to White
Pine. Every Tuesday night a team from FBC woué#y flasketball in White Pine. When
a mobile home burnt down, a team prayed with th@lfa Three teams delivered
cookies and smoke detector batteries to each hom#hite Pine. Small group Bible
studies were planted and will be planted in Whitee®ecause FBC saturated the
community, showing Christ’s love through servarargyelism and proclaiming Christ’s
love through the preaching of the gospel. Thedhiarpresence in White Pine was

essential to planting small groups.

Weaknesses

Transition in senior leadership was a weaknesmifpproject. Tim
Alexander, former senior pastor of FBC, and | dssaudl different ideas for a fifteen-
week project. We concluded that mobilizing FB(ant small group Bible studies in
two local mobile home communities would help thaltieof the church and meet a need
in a community currently unreached by the chur8lexander was diagnosed with stage-
four lung cancer before the launch of the projéde is still battling cancer, and
treatment is going well. Corey Abney was calledh&snew senior pastor of FBC early
in the year. Abney encouraged me to continue thi¢hproject. The overall goal of
planting small groups in Greenlawn and White Pie watill in place, but change was
needed in some of the steps for church mobilizatiozould no longer preach 4 times
before the congregation. Preaching the Sundayingpmessage was the best
opportunity to cast a vision and mobilize the chuiar action. The Sunday morning

worship service was where and when the greatesbeuof our members could be
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reached at 1 time. Corey Abney, as the new s@aistior, needed to be in the pulpit each
week. The original 4-week preaching aspect ofptiogect would have been a great
opportunity to teach the greatest amount of pethy@éiblical and theological principles
of reaching neighboring communities. Preachinglddave also given me the
opportunity to keep the vision of reaching Greemamd White Pine through planting
small groups before the congregation on a weeldjsba

| focused on mobilizing the entire church inste&dhobilizing the student
ministry to plant small groups. My focus was taoge and was a weakness of my
project. As the student pastor, | taught studenta weekly basis about the biblical and
theological principles for planting small groupsGmneenlawn and White Pine. | kept the
vision before the students each week. | updatdd@minded students weekly about
opportunities in White Pine and training times &whtions for servant evangelism
teams. Keeping the entire church updated wasditfto accomplish. | used small
groups, contacted small group leaders, printecebulinserts, and sent emails, but | did
not have a weekly platform in front of the churolcommunicate the vision, provide
updates, and teach.

The timing of the 15-week project was a weakn&ervant evangelism teams
went to White Pine in October and November. Thalkgroup Bible study met outside
of a home in October and November by a fire pie Tire pit was a great location for the
fall but too cold in the winter. Once the cold wea arrived small groups were
postponed. The next servant evangelism projecsarall group Bible study are
scheduled for March. One Bible study will be & NMunn’s home and another will be at
the basketball court in White Pine. Thanksgiving &hristmas gave opportunities to
FBC to reach out to residents in White Pine by ipgssut Thanksgiving baskets,
Christmas cards, and presents, but the cold weathde it difficult to meet new
residents. No one was outside in the cold. Thathes slowed the momentum gained
through the weeks of servant evangelism and Bildias.
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What | Would Do Differently

Having completed the project, there are a fewghinwould have done
differently if | had to begin again. The largestlanost crucial change | would make
would be going to the community earlier in the 1&ek project. FBC’s presence in the
community was crucial in building relationships astdiring the gospel. Building
relationships and sharing the gospel was only ptesas the church built relationship
with residents in White Pine. No FBC presencénandommunity meant no gospel
conversations with residents of White Pine. | vdomlobilize FBC to go to White Pine
earlier by including servant evangelism with treerting phase instead of combining
servant evangelism with the planting phase. Pgpsérvant evangelism in the training
phase instead of the planting phase would move raesvdd FBC into White Pine 4
weeks earlier. On-the-job training would have bketter than classroom and lecture
training. Teaching team members the biblical pples was important, but | should have
spent half of the training time showing team meralbew to live out the biblical
principles at White Pine. Jesus showed and sédtttisulisciples while training them for
three years (Matt 10:5, Mark 6:7, Luke 9:2).

| would begin the project in March instead of AuguBeople stay inside when
the weather is cold outside. Meeting new peoptedeveloping relationships is more
difficult when members of FBC have to knock on doand be invited inside the homes
to continue the conversation. Warm weather prevluktter opportunities to build
relationships with people walking, sitting, or gng outside. People are more open to
speaking with strangers outside their homes thaiting strangers inside their homes.
Launching the project in March instead of Augusuldgprovide at least 4 more months
for members to build relationships with resident$\hite Pine and discover inside
locations within the community for future small gBible studies. An expensive

alternative could have been renting 1 of the emmtpile homes in White Pine. | am
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hoping members from FBC will move into the White@&community, or residents

already in White Pine will open up their homesha nhear future.

Theological Reflections
| had many theological reflections while completthg Doctor of Ministry
program and project. Prayer and the gospel wenajar areas of my theological
reflections. Both prayer and the gospel playecom@les in mobilizing FBC to plant

small group Bible studies in White Pine.

Prayer

Jesus told his disciples, “The harvest is plentibult the laborers are few;
therefore pray earnestly to the Lord of the hart@send out laborers into his harvest”
(Matt 9:37-38). God is still sending out workemsoi the field. God moved in the hearts
of several members of FBC and gave them a burdethdégeople in White Pine. God
moved people out of their comfort zones and ineouhknown realm of servant
evangelism in White Pine. | underestimated howourfortable knocking on doors was
to some people. Two of my best friends in the chuvould not join the servant
evangelism team their wives were on because they wecomfortable knocking on
doors. | was shocked for a couple of reasons. r@ason was that both men are
believers and called to lead their families. Theeoreason was that both men are not
shy, and | assumed knocking on doors, handing @akies and batteries, and praying for
people was not uncomfortable. | remembered CréognBerg’'s commentary on
Matthew 9:38, “Send out in Matthew 9:38 could ddedtranslated thrust out, and it could
even refer to workers already in the field who neelave a fire lit under them to thrust

them out of their comforts into the world of neédWhile 2 of my friends never joined

'Craig BlombergMatthew The New American Commentary, vol. 22 (NashviBeoadman,
1992), 167.
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FBC in the harvest field, God moved over 50 members FBC out of their comfort
zones and into White Pine. Members of FBC weréngilto go to White Pine and were
waiting for someone to ask and provide opportusittego to this community.

God answered prayers for open doors into White.Plitim, the manager of
White Pine, had a history of not allowing churchee Greenlawn or White Pine. She
could have made it difficult for small groups todanted in White Pine if she refused to
allow servant evangelism and block parties in eperties. God moved in her heart.
Many members of FBC were praying for open doorgHergospel into White Pine, and
as | approached her office door | asked the Lordnfituence in her life and in the
communities she managed. Two days before schadédtl needed to secure permission
to use an empty lot to set up tables and passcbobssupplies to families in White Pine.
| entered Kim’s office and introduced myself. péained why FBC needed an empty lot
and also explained future plans for servant evasigel Kim’s response was
unbelievable. She gave FBC permission to set yplaere we wanted and also
encouraged us to go door-to-door if we needed tbharfuture. She gave us no
limitations and thanked us for our time and he&nd changed Kim’s heart to not only
allow FBC into her community but to promote FBCiegence in White Pine. God
turned the heart of the king of Assyria to the éditas, so that the king aided them in the
work of the temple (Ezra 6:22). On a much smaltale, what God did in the heart of a
king, God did again in the heart of a manager nakied

Paul, in writing to the Colossians, asked the dhtiocpray that God would
open a door for the word (Col 4:3). FBC prayedth@ same thing and saw God open up
doors. Besides Kim, another door God opened intit&\Pine was Devin Nunn’s home
and yard. While members of FBC were praying forté&/Rine, Devin Nunn’s mom was
praying for someone to come. She has four boysnane of them were interested in
Jesus or his church. During our first Bible stiniyhe Nunns’ yard, Devin Nunn’s mom
commented to me how she had been praying for heipgithe past year, and God
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answered by sending FBC. God was already at wovkhite Pine, and all FBC had to

do was find out where.

Gospel

Spiritually dead and spiritually blind people a looking for a church (2 Cor
4:4, Eph 2:1-3). | knew 1 of the families of WhRee through a tutoring program FBC
offered 2 years ago. Tommy explained how his fifthde nephew was not allowed to go
to the White Pine basketball court because of g drablem. | went to the courts and
discovered that drugs were there. | would wallang the young men would stuff things
into their pockets quickly while other men walkedsay. Many times the scent of
marijuana could be detected while playing baskeéttssdme of the young men trying to
play basketball were under the influence of drugise men on the basketball court were
not looking to come to church. If the basketb&dlyprs at White Pine were going to hear
the gospel it would only happen when someone cardgeeached the gospel to them
(Rom 10:14-15). The young men did not care abvents FBC offered. They had
concluded that the large new building down the nwad for church people, and they
were definitely not church people. Each of thengmen knew the building was a
church, but each had never thought about cominigetduilding for a service or an event.
Spiritually dead and spiritually blind people shibuabt be expected to find their way to
Jesus Christ. The church must take the gosphkttost.

God uses the gospel to bring spiritually dead feetapspiritual life (Rom 1:16,
Eph 2:5). God saved 2 young men through the pnegdi the gospel. Many more of
the young men who played basketball have hearddbpel and are open to hearing
more about Jesus Christ in the future. Devin Nuatothme before our first Bible study
that the twins, Elijah and Isaiah, would never cdma Bible study. | tried to encourage

Nunn and direct him to focus on God’s power andamthe twins’ behavior.
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| said, “Devin, God does the impossible. He creéabe world out of nothing.
He split the sea and allowed his people to walkligriand. He calmed the sea and
walked on water. There is nothing God cannot mduding changing lives, even the
lives of the twins.”

Devin was not impressed and answered, “God maygehtre heart of Elijah,
but definitely not Isaiah. There is no way Isarabuld ever come to a Bible study.”

| asked the teams from FBC to join me in prayingcsjcally for God to move
in the life of the twins. To the surprise of DeMooth of the twins attended the small
group Bible study. | had the opportunity on a paegd level to share the gospel with
Isaiah. Isaiah used to go to church but had rniehdéd in a long time and had no idea
why. He lived in White Pine for 8 years and striedgwith drugs and school. | shared
the gospel with him and prayed for him. While Ing bt respond in faith to the gospel, |
believe God is at work in his heart and life antidve that in time Isaiah will trust in

Christ.

Personal Reflections

People are scared. Members of FBC were uncomferkaimcking on doors in
White Pine. Residents of White Pine were afraideifhbors and certain areas in their
neighborhood. Fear is debilitating to gospel glowPassion for the Lord and for people
must outgrow fear of the unknown and the dangerdwsas encouraged to see many
members of FBC and residents of White Pine inflednzy their love for Christ rather
than by a fear of man.

Intentionality is crucial for evangelism. | was staff at FBC for the past 3
years since the church moved to its current lonatieBC is less than 2 miles away from
White Pine. White Pine has over 100 homes, ané&Bét has had little to no impact in
White Pine. A large, multi-housing community lae@tess than 2 minutes away from

where FBC gathers for worship led me to ask 2 questl) How long would it have

89



taken FBC to take the gospel to White Pine hadtifoeen for a 15-week project? (2)
How many other communities are waiting on FBC tadpthem the gospel? Both of
these questions can be solved with intentionalRBC is not currently reaching every
community in Northern Kentucky with the gospel. &Biust be intentional in locating
and going to people and communities. Without a,plghite Pine may have been
ignored for a long time.

Relationships and proximity are crucial in reachpegple with the gospel.
Going is the first part of the great commission {V28:18). Lost people do not look for a
church but Jesus sends his church to the lostus Jess not afraid to associate with
sinners (Luke 15:2). The challenge for FBC iséodme more like Christ.

Gospel centeredness will not happen by accidergnyMnembers of FBC
were excited to serve White Pine but few were egtd in sharing the gospel. FBC was
comfortable handing out batteries, school suppéad,cookies, but not as comfortable
telling residents in White Pine about who Jeswanswhat Jesus has done. | discovered
with most people involved in servant evangelismdbryant aspect was much easier to
participate in than the evangelism. Leaders hambiinually remind their groups that it
was the gospel that had the power to save andftineysharing the gospel was the
primary purpose for their serving residents in Wiiine. FBC was meeting needs for

the purpose of sharing Christ.

Conclusion
Luke recorded in Acts 5:42, “And everyday, in temple and from house to
house, they did not cease teaching and preachsug & the Christ.” The early church
was relentless in preaching the gospel. | wans Act2 applied to my life and church.
White Pine was one of many communities in needhefgospel. If the gospel is going to
spread it will be because the church refuses wuide. Everyday is an opportunity to

teach and preach Jesus. People are waiting to hear
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APPENDIX 1

FBMZ SMALL GROUP SURVEY:
GREENLAWN AND WHITE PINE

Agreement to Participate

This survey is designed to reveal basic knowleddheocommunity surrounding
Florence Baptist Church at Mt. Zion (FBMZ). Berolmn is conducting this research to
aid in planning future evangelism efforts. In tresearch, you will answer ten questions
about Greenlawn and White Pine mobile home comnasnitAny information you
provide will be held strictly confidential, andrad time will your name be reported, or
identified with your responses. Participationhiststudy is totally voluntary and you are
free to withdraw from the study at any time.

By your completion of this survey, and checking dippropriate box below, you are
giving informed consent for the use of your resgsna research.

[ ]1agree to participate
[ ]11do not agree to participate

1) Approximately how far are the Greenlawn and White Pine communities from
our church building? (Check one of the following options please)

| have no idea Less than three miles
Less than one mile Less than foursmile
Less than two miles Four miles or over

2) How many homes would you say are in these two communities?
(Check one of the following options please)

0-40 homes 121-160 homes 241-280 homes
41-80 homes 161-200 homes 281-320 homes
81-120 homes 201-240 homes Over 321 homes

3) What percentage of the residents in Greenlawn and White Pine would you
guess attend church services on a weekly basis? (Check one of the following
options please)

0-10% 51-60%
11-20% 61-70%
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21-30% 71-80%
31-40% 81-90%
41-50% 91-100%

4) How many people would you say attend worship ses/at FBMZ from the
Greenlawn or White Pine communities? (Please cbaekof the following

options)

0-5 people 21-25 people 45 heople 61-65 people
6-10 people 26-30 people -5Mpeople 66-70 people
11-15 people 31-35 people 1-5%people 71-75 people
16-20 people 36-40 people 6-6bpeople Over 75 people

5) Have you ever personally driven through either Gliaen or White Pine?
(Check one of the following options please)

Yes
No

6) Do you know anyone who lives in Greenlawn or Wilitee? (Check one please)

Yes
No
7) Have you ever invited anyone from Greenlawn or \&/Rine to FBMZ? (Check
one please)
Yes
No

8) Do you believe if you invited residents of Greeamieand White Pine to FBMZ
would they come?
Yes
No

9) Have you ever shared the gospel with any of theeeass of Greenlawn or White
Pine? (Check one please)
Yes
No

10) On a scale from 0-10, how familiar are you witle@rlawn and White Pine

communities?
(0 =1 have never heard of these communities LOve in this community)

*Please make any additional comments about GreenteWVhite Pine mobile home
communities that would be helpful in future evamgyalefforts at the bottom of this page.
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APPENDIX 2
INITIAL LETTER TO SMALL GROUP MEMBERS

A Call to Prayer
Greenlawn and White Pine Mobile Home Communitieslacated less than two
miles away from our church building. There arerdieee hundred families living in
these two communities. Most of these familiesrertecoming to our building...so we
must go to them. Our goal is to eventually pldiftcampus small group Bible studies in
Greenlawn and White Pine. Prayer is the first stepnust take in reaching these two
communities with the gospel. Jonathan Edwardedtd¥When God has something very
great to accomplish for his church, it is his lilat there should precede it the
extraordinary prayer of his people.Matthew Henry added, “When God desires to do a
fresh work, he sets his people to prayifigl’am inviting you to join me on a 21-day
prayer journey. These 21 days are broken downtimee phases:
» PHASE 1: Personal preparation for the mission (Oay$.
» PHASE 2: Church preparation for the mission (DayistB
» PHASE 3: Praying for Greenlawn and White Pine (DEy21).
As you use this prayer journal you will find eachydlivided into three sections:
(1) Reading: taking in the Word by reading a spegéssage; (2) Reflecting: meditating
on the Word throughout the day; (3) Releasingingtthe daily passage guide our
prayers. Thomas Manton explains meditation igal link between reading the Bible

and prayer. He stated, “What we take in by the dWee digest by meditation and let out

Malcolm McDow and Alvin ReidFire Fall (Enumclaw, WA: Pleasant Word, 2002), 225.

bid., 251.
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by prayer.® Thank you for joining me on this journey. My eois that we reach our

world with the gospel beginning with our neighbbveng in Greenlawn and White Pine!

®Donald Whitney Spiritual Disciplines for the Christian LiféColorado Springs, CO:
NavPress, 1991), 73.
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APPENDIX 3
PRAYER STATIONS

After the Sunday morning worship service, smalihtsarganized prayer
stations throughout the church building. Two stadicovered the same topic, confession
of sins, but with different methods. One statia Ipaper shredders where participants
could write down any sin in their lives and theadehe paper through a paper shredder
so that the sin could no longer be legible. Thepstation focused on confession of sins
included several boxes of sand where participamitdonrite down any sin in their lives
and then wipe the sin away by smoothing out the.sdihe passage used for both
confession stations was 1 John 1:9.

The primary focus of the prayer service was moinij and equipping FBC to
pray for Greenlawn and White Pine. The most imguadrprayer station was the station
focused on these two communities. | printed gifcure of both neighborhoods
displaying the streets and homes and assembledratteduplicate the picture in two
large rooms. We used tape to mark the roads amgtrogtion paper to mark the homes.
We ended up with a miniature scaled version of @esen and White Pine on the floor.
Greenlawn was represented in one room and White \Was represented in a connecting
room. The Greenlawn and White Pine rooms madéepotation of the prayer station
focused on these two communities. While at traig, participants were encouraged to
sign up to prayer walk through Greenlawn and WRitee during the upcoming week.
Prayer walk guides were available to help partitipgray for Greenlawn and White
Pine as they walked through the communities. Mdg&reenlawn and White Pine were
available for those who were physically unable kwhrough the community the

following week. Participants with the maps coutdypfor homes as they traced the roads
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in Greenlawn and White Pine with their fingers.eTgassage used for the Greenlawn and
White Pine station was Matthew 9:36-38.

“Be Light” was the title of a prayer station. rdered 200 flashlights with
Matthew 5:16 and fbmz.org written on each lighheTlashlights were placed in a small
treasure chest on a table with a lamp in the fobtthe room, and chairs were lined
around the walls. Participants were encouragedki® a flashlight, read Matthew 5:16,
and ask God to show them how they could be lighh&r homes, neighborhoods, work
places, and around the world. Each participark toflashlight home as a reminder to be
light.

Psalm 67:1-3 was the passage used for two stafibngraying for the nations
and (2) praying for unreached people groups. TaigoNs prayer station included a table
with the name of every nation in the world printedl cut out on a piece of paper. Each
person would pick up the name of a nation, pragate, and place a pushpin in the
country he or she had selected on the world mdy World map was large and attached
to a movable wall capable of holding the pushpmglace. Missionaries from FBC were
also prayed for at the nations prayer stationormftion about the Benin, Africa,
mission trip and team were available, and spepifiyer requests were printed out for
participants to pray over. Bethany, a missionaridtingary from FBC, was also prayed
for at the Nations prayer station.

The unreached people group prayer station hadtlhedline hanging from the
ceiling of the room and ran back and forth covetimgentire room. Unreached people
groups were discovered using the Joshua ProjediteelOver 150 unreached people
groups were printed and cut out. Each people gwagattached to the clothesline with
a clothespin. As participants came into the robeytwould take one unreached people
group off the line, sit in a chair lining the wadind pray for the unreached people group.

| wanted the members of FBC to pray for one anotia¢ one of the stations
our team took five empty refrigerator boxes, turtteem inside out, and taped the bottom
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of the boxes to the floor. Permanent markers \wkxeed on the floor on each side of the
boxes. As people came into the room they wouldewdtown their prayer requests on the
boxes. Participants would read and pray for retgusseady on the boxes, writing their
initials near the request as they finished.

Salvation was the focus in another prayer statibime verse used was 2
Corinthians 5:20. For the salvation prayer statitwo large posters were printed out.
On each poster the word “salvation” was printetarge letters. Volunteers taped the
posters to two tables in the room. As particip@atsie into the room they picked up a
permanent marker and wrote down the names of gfeeple they are praying for God to
save. Each participant would then write down @mr@e three names on an index card to
take home as a reminder.

Dawson Trotman encouraged FBC to pray big. At'tinay big” prayer
station participants would read a quote by Dawsatritan. The quote challenged
people to pray for big things, and on the backefdquote participants wrote out their
own prayer, focused on big things such as readhiegvorld with the gospel.

The final prayer station was located in the saagtu The focus was on
praying for the church. Each participant wouldifenseat in the sanctuary and prayer for

leadership, the future, obedience, and many otteasaconcerning FBC.
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ABSTRACT
PLANTING SMALL GROUP BIBLE STUDIES IN MULTI-HOUSING

COMMUNITIES NEAR FLORENCE BAPTIST CHURCH,
FLORENCE, KENTUCKY

Benjamin Clayton Brown, D.Min.
The Southern Baptist Theological Seminary, 2013
Faculty Supervisor: Dr. Travis S. Kerns

Planting small group Bible studies in multi-houss@mmunities focused on
mobilizing Florence Baptist Church to reach WhibeePwith the gospel. Chapter 1
explained the purpose, goals, context of the chuwmhtext of the community, and
rationale for the project. Chapter 2 gave bibleadl theological support for planting
small groups in White Pine. Biblical passages wge Matthew 9:36-38, Romans
1:16, Romans 10:13-17, 2 Timothy 2:2, and multtpkds from the book of Acts.
Chapter 3 researched different models, examplespanciples for small groups.
Chapter 4 was a week-by-week explanation of thedif-week project. Chapter 5
offered the strengths, weaknesses, and reflectionsthe project. The fifteen-week

project was an initial step for church plantinghe future.
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