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PREFACE

This manuscript embodies a “work of faith and labblove and steadfastness
of hope in our Lord Jesus Christ” (1 Thess 1:8)s the culmination of countless hours
of prayer and effort. It would be unthinkable ttaah my name to this project without
remembering, with the deepest of gratitude, albéhpersons who have faithfully stood
by me in this endeavor. While it is not possildedcognize everyone here, | do want to
take this opportunity to acknowledge a few of myated partners.

Dr. Timothy Beougher and Dr. Chuck Lawless heljagtthe foundation for
this project, while Dr. Travis Kerns has monitorag progress and edited my writings
over the past few years. All three have investeahy work, and | am grateful for their
wise counsel and unfailing support. Southern Samginontinues to be an extraordinary
place to study and prepare for more faithful mmyistt am thankful for what the Lord has
done, is doing, and will do through this greatiision.

The congregation of Grace Baptist Church has stggony studies from day
one. They have believed in this work and me, ofteearnest prayer, financial support,
ample time to read, write, study, and travel ad a®kpeaking words of encouragement
along the narrow path. They are a people mostired.

My wife, Sharon, and our two sons, Adam and Dustave undoubtedly paid
the highest price for my calling to the gospel rsiin. They are true servants of the Lord

Jesus Christ, sacrificing much to follow Him. Msager foreachof them is captured in

Xiv



the steadfast words of Christ, “Truly | say to ythere is no one who has left house or
wife or brothers or parents or children, for thkesaf the kingdom of God, who will not
receive many times as much at this time and iragfeesto come, eternal life” (Luke
18:29-30). I love them far beyond what mere humvards could ever express.

More than twenty-five years ago, Jesus Christ cameemy spiritual darkness
and brought with Him the love and light of God.n&? that day, my life has never been
the same. | have been and continue to be transetbby our relationship. While on my
knees before the altar in our church sanctuaryu@a2008), the Holy Spirit spoke to
my soul and plainly called me to this doctoral woHe promised that He would “see me
through it.” Today stands as a bold witness todtiduring faithfulness.

“Now to Him who is able to do far more abundantgybnd all that we ask or
think, according to the power that works within tesHim be the glory in the church and

in Christ Jesus to all generations forever and.ex@nen” (Eph 3:20-21).

Dennis E. Wingate

Ridgeway, Virginia

December 2013
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CHAPTER 1

INTRODUCTION

Purpose
The purpose of this project was to train beliexar&race Baptist Church
(GBC) in Ridgeway, Virginia, to be more active andre effective in personal

evangelism through a healthy balance of instructioth accountability.

Goals

This project had five goals to accomplish. Thgsals served as a benchmark
in evaluating the overall effectiveness and sucoésise work. The first goal was for
members to develop an increased understandingedditiical mandate for personal
evangelism along with a grasp of the associatetfides regarding the application of
redemption. Although many believers have somd lefvienowledge and conviction
about the concept of evangelism and surroundingialyg, it is often insufficient to
motivate them to tell others about Jesus Chrisstully of key Old Testament and New
Testament passages regarding evangelism aratdbesalutiswas implemented to
increase biblical knowledge. This approach alseezkto fan the embers of the Christian
heart and raised awareness and personal accoitgtédyilgoing and telling a spiritually
lost world the good news of salvation found onlyl@sus Christ.

The second goal was to train believers to prebengospel message more

effectively in a person-to-person encounter. laseg biblical knowledge and conviction



alone are no guarantee of evangelistic effectiven@fie development of competent
skills serves to enhance the witnessing experiefterefore, simple and solid practical
evangelistic training was a part of preparing tremher for personal evangelism.

The third goal was to incorporate a robust acathihty structure in an effort
to improve evangelistic engagement among the [iatits: Christians regularly fall
short in this area of their lives because good gebstic intentions seldom translate into
effective actions. What dramatic advances wouldaefor the kingdom of God if
believers took the task of personal evangelisnedsiss as other aspects of their lives,
e.g., work, family, sports, or leisure? This pobjgought to demonstrate to participants
the enormous value of individual accountabilityhe practice of ministry, highlighted
here in personal evangelism.

The fourth goal was for believers to proclaim ¢fospel message in our
community with increased frequency and effectiveneSadly, too much evangelistic
fervor ends in the classroom and sanctdafhis goal focused upon the abundant
planting of the gospel and the glorious salvatiblost souls. The success of this fourth
objective was substantially dependent upon theraptishment of the previous three—
increased biblical knowledge, improved evangeliskidl, and initiated personal

accountability.

Yt is clearly understood that evangelistic oppaitiuand success are
ultimately in the hands of a sovereign God (1 C6).3

D. James. Kennedfvangelism Explosion: Equipping Churches for
Friendship, Evangelism, Discipleship, and Healthpw@th, 4" ed. (Carol Stream, IL:
Tyndale House Publishers, Inc., 1996), 1-18.



The fifth and final goal of this project was toestgthen my pastoral leadership
in the area of evangelism and church growth. Pphagect allowed me, in the role of
pastor, to coach some of my church members inrthetipe of biblical evangelism. A
completion of this goal offered two endpoints: ¢harpened pastoral knowledge and skill
in how to lead believers to share their faith isukeChrist and (2) potential for Grace
Baptist to become a stronger Great Commission egagion, possessing a leader with

advanced skills in personal evangelism.

Ministry Context
The context in which the ministry project took gédas important to
understand. Hence, this section provides basienmdtion about the church and
community, including a general description of tiheaa specific demographics on church
and community, history of the congregation, gropaitterns of the church, and the

student’s role in this body of Christ.

The Community

Grace Baptist Church, a small Southern Baptisgoegation, is located in the
suburban community of Ridgeway, Virginia. The dtuproperty sits along a busy four-
lane corridor (Highway US 220) that connects twétjpal subdivisions—the town of

Ridgeway and the city of Martinsvillé. The Ridgeway community is a part of Henry

3July 2009 town population = 77Ridgeway, Virginigon-line]; accessed 9
December 2010; available from http://www.city-datem, Ridgeway-Virginia.htmi;
Internet.

*July 2009 city population = 14,6384artinsville city, Virginia[on-line];
accessed 9 December 2010; available from http://eiyvdata.com, Martinsville_city-
VA.html; Internet.



County, Virginia> Henry County is located within the foothills bitBlue Ridge
Mountains in southern Virginia.

This beautiful and favorably positioned area heldl lan attraction to people
for many years. Itis located about fifty milesrfr the mountains and about 250 miles
from the coast. During the last half of the twetiticentury, Henry County was home to
several vigorous international furniture and textiidustries (e.g., Bassett, Stanley,
American, DuPont, Tultex). Martinsville Speedwaypart of the national NASCAR
circuit, is only about two miles from the churchdadraws bi-annual crowds of nearly
one hundred thousand people.

Unfortunately, all is not well in Henry County.h& furniture and textile
industries are now only remnants of their pastigéor Many other businesses are
downsizing and some are on the brink of bankrupdye economic crisis in our nation
has had a major impact in this county with the earunemployment rate of Martinsville
remaining the highest in the state (18.9 percentjolent crime and drugs (some gang
related) are on the rise and plaguing the areath&y there are thirty-one Southern
Baptist churches in Henry County but few appealidably healthy, especially in the

sphere of evangelism and church growth.

®July 2009 county population = 54,888; 35 percehanr 65 percent rural;
roughly 73 percent white, 23 percent black, 3 petréispanic. Henry County, Virginia
[on-line]; accessed 9 December 2010; available finttpt//www.city-data.com,
Henry_County-VA.html; Internet.

®Amanda Buck, “Jobless Rates Decline: City Still TofState; Patrick Rate
Increases,Martinsville Bulletin 8 December 2010, sec. A, p. 1. Eliza Winston,
“November Jobless Rates Up Here: City Remains HigimeVA,” Martinsville Bulletin
5 January 2011, sec. A, p. 1.



Church and Community Demographics

Grace Baptist Church is essentially a middle ¢hagste congregation with a
total membership of 57 people. As a recent highlxpectation “covenant membership”
congregation, Grace Baptist has experienced a weassthinking and restructuring of
church membership with significant member lossesuad 75 percent). For example,
September 2008 total church membership was 222¢®oih an average Sunday
morning worship attendance of 70. September 26tHD ¢hurch membership was 73
people with an average Sunday morning worship d#ece of 48. These congregational
losses mainly reflect inactive or uncommitted induals.

Of the 57 members, 6 are youth (18 years old & [EE percent), 8 are young
adults (19-29 years; 14 percent), 15 are middleaalgéts (30-54 years; 26 percent) and
28 are classified as senior adults (55 years gRigercent). There are 23 males (40
percent) and 34 females (60 percénBunday school attendance averages 35 individuals
and Sunday morning worship 45 participahtSurthermore, this fifty-year-old
congregation is traditionally oriented and theatadly conservative.

Grace Baptist has an optimum physical locatiorefqgposure and outreach.
The church sits along a busy four-lane highwayitposed near both residential and

business properti€s The facilities are highly visible and well knowithin the

'GBC Membership Roll (2011). This roll was resetdalendar year 2011 on
December 1, 2010.

8As of Sunday, January 16, 2011. GBC Ministry 02040-11 (in-house
statistics).

*Demographic data estimates approximately 25,00&\e=hper day travel this
corridor between Ridgeway and Martinsville Virginieidgeway, Virginia (24148)



established community. At least six housing dgwalents (representing diverse socio-
economic strata) are located within one or two sndethe church property. The church
setting is a very positive factor regarding evaisgeland growth.

The North American Mission Board (NAMB) executedeanographic study
for Grace Baptist in October 2068.This geo-demographic information contains 2008
estimated and 2013 projected data for one, threkfiae-mile radii around the church.
While all statistics have been taken into accotln& following information focuses on
the three-mile radius data.

First, the study estimates that 5,881 householus if@ group quarters) live
within a three-mile radius of the church. Popuaatileclines project only 5,739
households by 2013, representing a 2.4 percenédeer Age data reveals a median age
of around 45 years old. The two highest age btagkesent are 45-54 years and 55-64
years, respectively. Statistically, Baby Boom@exg$ons born between 1946 and 1964)
represent about one-third of the overall populatiBace, language, and ethnicity figures
show that the church’s current mission field isw@hd7 percent white, 19 percent black,

and 3 percent Hispanic. Five-year projectionsveste a decrease in whites (-2.1

Demographic InformationNorth American Mission Board Center for Missional
Research, October 25, 2008.

Vpid.

YBased on the Acts 1:8 model, Grace Baptist hablesttad its primary
mission field, i.e., its “Jerusalem,” as a geogregkrectangle of roughly thirty-six
square miles. The three-mile radius data repreghatclosest approximation of this
previously defined mission field.



percent), an increase in blacks (1.2 percent)aasignificant percentage increase in the
Hispanic population (28.1 percenf).

Second, the study reports that household incombptna per capita and
median basis, is considerably below the nationataye (around 75 percent). The fifty
to seventy-five thousand dollar income brackeheshighest represented group,
characterizing about 25 percent of the communiityiew of education, around one-
third of the three-mile radial community has expaded some level of college, about
one-third is high school graduates, and anotheitloing did not graduate high school.
Lifestyle demographics reveal a rural community dated by married-couple families
who enjoy country living® Their employment is chiefly in the manufacturing,

construction, mining, agricultural, and servicetistties™

History of the Church

Grace Baptist Church is the product of a church ggpthin the community.
The church constituted on Sunday, January 15, #86$1102 charter members. The
congregation held its first worship service in tiev church building, located at its
present site in the Glen Court community, on Chrést Eve, December 24, 1961. Rev.
W. O. Sheppard was the founding pastor in thigtspirendeavor. Of the original 102

members, nine continue to hold church membersluwelrer, only two are currently

12Ridgeway, VirginiaNAMB, October 25, 2008.

30ver 80 percent of these households are describeidreer “Southern
Satellites,” “Salt of the Earth,” or “Rural Res@tvellers.” Appendix 1 contains
comprehensive definitions.

“Ridgeway, VirginiaNAMB, October 25, 2008.



active. Over the years, the church has experiepegadds of great blessing as well as
times of great tribulation.

During the 1970s, Grace Baptist grew significafliyysically and spiritually).
The church built a parsonage (1972), an educatiwmag (1975), and an extension to the
sanctuary (1978). The congregation also addedtifidahigh quality, stained glass
windows during the sanctuary expansion. By 198@ ariginal 102 members had grown
to over 500. The church later purchased a forraek lbuilding adjacent to the church
property (1994) to give more office room, educagicspace, and increased parking
facilities for the congregation.

Grace Baptist has called seven pastors over tysyfdar history. The first two
pastors had combined tenures of nearly thirty ye@tre next four pastors had collective
ministry terms of less than nine years. As curpastor, | have served this congregation
for six years. Most of the former pastors expargehforced terminations, either directly
or indirectly?®

Grace Baptist is resolutely a Southern Baptist oegation. It affiliates with
the Henry County Baptist Association (HCBA), thepBst General Association of
Virginia (BGAV), and the Southern Baptist Conventi&BC). The Baptist Faith and
Messag&2000), a historic Baptist confession of faith|dws the Scriptures as the guide

for faith and practice.

°A well-respected deacon, affiliated with the chufammily for more than
forty years, shared this information with me. lwkee, a formal motion and vote were
cast at the January 2010 church business meetiegninate my pastorate at Grace
Baptist. The vote failed by a large margin, anesal disgruntled members left the
church. This congregation, at best, has experceadeamultuous history for many, many
years. Itis my conviction that God has calledhmeee to bring reform and shepherd His
beloved church.



Church Growth Patterns

| collected and analyzed fifty years of Annual @uProfile (ACP) data to
help evaluate the growth patterns of Grace Ba@imtrch (Appendix 2). Grace Baptist
has enjoyed three periods of considerable growthréror less 1961-64, 1972-80, and
1991-96) surrounded by years of either declindl@aepu. Sunday school, Sunday
morning worship, and baptismal data all suppors¢ifendings. Moreover, total
membership figures reflect initial church growtbrfr around 100 charter members to a
membership of slightly over 500 at the twenty-yesark (1981)° Total church
membership in 2010 was 73. Pastoral tenure watiwely stable during the first thirty
years but has experienced far more instabilithenlast twenty. Taken as a whole, the
church has been in a state of general declinénfopast thirty to thirty-five years.

ACP data reveals that Grace Baptist recordedgtselst average Sunday
school attendance in 1976 (165 people). After séwears of decline, the church rallied
again and recorded its second highest average $gobaol attendance in 1997 (144
people). The Sunday school average attendan@®idr was 40. Another measure of
church growth is the pattern of Sunday morning Wiprattendance over time. lItis

noteworthy to observe that worship attendance at&Baptist may have reached its

%Total membership” data alone does not appear tihéenost reliable means
for evaluating the growth patterns of a church bolyuch depends on accurate and
tenacious record keeping of membership activitggregate Sunday school attendance,
Sunday morning worship attendance, and baptisnsfieadata give a much more reliable
picture of church health and growth.

’Some individuals may object to this assessment, ofe cannot deny that,
at a minimum, the church has been in persisteringear plateau since 1995-97, i.e., the
last 14-16 years.



zenith by exceeding 200 people around 197627ih 1990, the church reported an
average Sunday morning worship attendance of Q&@&r the next five years, the
average Sunday attendance increased to 170 indigi1©95). However, worship
numbers deteriorate after this point in time. &kerage Sunday morning worship
attendance in 2010 was 48.

Baptisms, an indicator of evangelism and convergrewth, have been erratic
over the spectrum of the church’s history, randmg a low of zero persons baptized
per year (1961, 2001, 2002, 2004) to a high ofrBividuals (1962, 1976). The good
news is that baptisms, at some level, are repdoteidrty-five of Grace Baptist’s fifty-
year history. “Other additions” (i.e., transfepgith of some sort) are also recorded for
forty-six of the last fifty years. Seven individsavere added to the church roll in the
past year (2010), 2 by baptism and 5 by trans&nce the church’s birth in January
1961, 478 people have joined by baptism and 50bter additions.”

Over the last six years, the church has baptizeédd8iduals®® Thirty-one
additional persons have joined the church fellopdtyi transfer growth. This data
reflects a net increase of 66 people and yieldsaatism to transfer growth” ratio of
about one-to-one (35/66, or 53 percent baptiz&f)these 66 new individuals, 25 are

classified as youth (18 years and under), 5 aragy@ualults (19-29 years), 22 are middle

8according to ACP reports, data collection for aggr&unday morning
worship began in 1990. All references to pre-18@@ship patterns are based on Sunday
school calculations (Sunday school at GBC was detexd to be 80 percent of Sunday
worship attendance).

This six-year time period (September 2004-Augudi®?G@s synchronized
with the ACP reports and roughly tracks my tendr@@ace Baptist Church (February
2005-present).
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age adults (30-54 years), and 13 are senior agiitgears plus). Further, 89 percent of
these new people are Caucasian, 8 percent Africaarisan, and 3 percent Asian. The
numbers also show that the church is more effeativeaching middle age adults and
their older children. On the other hand, the chusdess effective in reaching young
adult families (and their smaller children), seradults, and the growing Hispanic

population in the are?.

Student’s Role in the Church

| serve as pastor of Grace Baptist Church. Thé kalled me to this church
family during the last half of 2004, and the comggteon affirmed my calling with a 100
percent vote. My first Sunday at Grace Baptist alsruary 6, 2005. Since that day, we
have worked diligently to strengthen our congresyatind move it forward for the glory
of God. We made some tough decisions over thesyaad some members have left as a
result. However, those who remain are committeitiéd_ord and, for the most part, to

me as their pastor.

Rationale
The reasons behind the choice of this particulajept area were threefold—

the biblical mandate, the practical need, and #regnal interest.

The Biblical Mandate

The last words recorded in the Gospel of Mattheptwre the fervent

“Demographic data estimates a significant perceritagease in Hispanic
population (28.1 percent; 146 to 187 individualghm a three-mile radius of the church
over a five-year period (2008-13Ridgeway, VirginiaNAMB, October 25, 2008.
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commandment of the resurrected Lord Jesus Chriatt(28:18-20F" Not only does
Jesus tell us to make disciples, but He also etdbston how this task is to be done: “go,
baptize, teach.” In other words, we are to go aitdéhe world (starting with where we
are) and proclaim the gospel message, the good oiglesgiveness and eternal life
through faith and repentance in Jesus Christ. [Tlerare to baptize those who respond
to this message and diligently teach them how tilk wholeheartedly in the ways of
God.

Obviously, the first step in obedience to the Gf@éatnmission commandment
is simply to go. We must all be personal evantgehs some level. However, even when
believers fully understand that a personal relatigm with Jesus Christ is the only way of
salvation (John 14:6), many remain reluctant imiaiky sharing their personal testimony
and the gospel message with unbelievers. Themesitdnis project enhanced the
commitment to effective Christian witnessing. Héte were no other reasons for this

D.Min. work, the biblical mandate alone must surslffice.

The Practical Need

When | began serving as pastor of Grace Baptistchurch roll reflected a
total membership of 284 individuals with an aver&geday school attendance of 60 and
an average Sunday morning worship attendance &f 28.this point, only about 25

percent of our total membership was in faithfuéattance. | started asking the deacons,

?This “Great Commission” is found in some form ihfalir gospel accounts
(Matt 28:18-20, Mark 16:15, Luke 24:46-48, and J@bBr21) as well as in the book of
Acts (Acts 1:8).

?2See Appendix 2: ACP 2005, Sept 2004-Aug 2005.
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my secretary, and other members of our congregatiorcritical questions, “Who is the
flock of God at Grace Baptist in Ridgeway, Virginiaand “Where is this flock of God?”

In spring 2009, after much discussion, reflectemd prayer, we (the pastor
and deacon body) formally recommended that Gragéi®adopt an “enhanced
membership covenant” that required a signaturedatinued church membership. This
covenant, firmly grounded in biblical theology, rileed many of the vital areas for
Christian living and simply challenged God'’s peojade more faithful in serving Him.
The fundamental goal of this process was twofdlyit¢ establish an accurate church roll
and (2) to lay the foundation for encouraging ani@re responsible church membership.
The active congregation approved the recommendatittnsome concern yet with
minimal resistancé®

This call for commitment to Jesus Christ and Halachurch came at an
enormous cost to our congregation. Two primargident groups emerged during this
initiative, one inside the active church family amtke outside the core membership.
Although these groups remained relatively smatlumber, their impact was sizeable.
They created dissention within the GBC Leaderst@ari, within the deacon body,
within the larger church membership, and withinsherounding community. As
anticipated, very few inactive members signed thech covenant. The surprise came,
however, when about one-third of our active congtieg became negatively influenced,
eventually rejecting the covenant and leaving thech. These developments adversely

affected our congregation in numerous ways, incgdi large impact on church size and

**The approval rate was around 90 percent (27-1-8j 2p09).
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ministries, our financial resources, our Christiaorale, and our community reputation.
Therefore, we desperately need to rebuild the hotiGsod.

One of the fundamental challenges in rebuildintipésissue of evangelism.
The lack of evangelistic zeal is a root problenhwtthe congregation. This weakness in
evangelism surfaces after historical analysis aadtgal observation. Evangelism has
run the gamut throughout much of the life sparhefchurch—fervent in the beginning
years of birth and formation, fervent during thelyedays of a new pastorate, fervent
during brief periods of revival but apathetic dgrimost of the other seasons of our
existence. The congregation is familiar with ewaistic preaching, has experienced
numerous opportunities for evangelism training,pauts mission incentives financially,
and prays for the lost to be saved. Indeed, mangregants realize that evangelism is
God’s will, but a serious problem emerges betwéeir uinderstanding and their
willingness to engage in biblical evangelism. Goed news is that this D.Min. project

struck at the very heart of our evangelism problem.

The Personal Interest

| have often been attracted to evangelism, evean the early days of my
Christian life. 1 was thirty years old when | led first person to Jesus (my son Adam).
This experience aroused a deep craving within nay. sBince that time, | have had the
opportunity to share the gospel message with numsgoeople. | love to see unbelievers
come to faith in Christ and then vigorously disegbin the local church. Training
believers in personal evangelism stirs my own passas well as equips other Christians

for vital kingdom work.
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Definitions

The special terms and definitions listed belowifyidheir meaning as they
appear throughout this research project.

Gospel The gospel is the joyous “good news” of salvaiivJesus Chrigf:
While there are a number of approaches in presgtiig gospel, the message itself
contains four crucial elements. Itis a messageiafl) God and His holiness, (2) man
and his sinfulness, (3) Jesus Christ and His atpwiork on the cross, and (4) the
summons to repentance and f&ith.

Evangelism Evangelism is the proclamation of the gospelrtbelieverg®
For the purposes of this work, biblical evangelisim view. Evangelism is not New
Testament evangelism until the gospel messagé iggaloclaimed. All other activities
short of this endpoint are simply pre-evangelisig.(envitations to church and religious
events, theological discussions, social involvemeWhile pre-evangelistic activities are
unguestionably important as points of contact eanene must ultimately pursue true

biblical evangelisni’

"Ronald F. Youngblood, ed\elson’s New lllustrated Bible Dictiongryev.
ed. (Nashville: Thomas Nelson Publishers, 1998),“&ospel.”

2°J. 1. PackerEvangelism and the Sovereignty of GBdwners Grove, IL:
InterVarsity Press, 1991), 57-73.

*Wayne GrudemSystematic Theology: An Introduction to Biblicaldbine
(Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 1994), 1241.

?’Chuck Lawless, “The Emerging Church and EvangelismEvangelicals
Engaging Emergent: A Discussion of the Emergentré&hiovemented. William D.
Henard and Adam W. Greenway (Nashville: B&H AcadgefaD09), 324-26.
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Believer The term believer is a synonym for a Christia®, one who
believes in Jesus Christ as Lord and Sa¥ioin other words, a believer is an individual
who has responded in genuine repentance and daitietclaims of the gospel message,

thereby inviting Jesus Christ into his or her &fepersonal Savior and Lord.

Limitations and Delimitations

This work contained one limitation and one delandn. First, the project
research was limited to a fifteen-week duratioimerge were certain challenges in training
Christians to be faithful evangelists within thimg amount of time. The D.Min. format
imposed this limitation and was therefore beyondcamtrol.

The project research was delimited to the traimmihg maximum of twelve
individuals in personal evangelism at Grace Baptistegan by soliciting the
congregation at large to consider participatiothia research. Solicitation efforts
involved consecutive Sunday morning announcemarmiagiworship services as well as
bulletin inserts and assorted postings. Whendbpanse level was not adequate, |
extended personal invitations to specific indiviguaithin the church body who
appeared to be good candidates for the resealfctne fesponse level had been above
capacity, | would have selected those whom | belileto be the best candidates for the
project.) | defined an acceptable candidate asrsop who possessed a heart for God
and a teachable spirit. The delimitation of a nmaxn of twelve people was necessary in

order to ensure quality training and to keep theral project manageabile.

*’George T. Kurian, edelson’s New Christian DictionarfNashville:
Thomas Nelson Publishers, 2001), s.v. “Believer.”
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CHAPTER 2
BIBLICAL REFLECTIONS ON
PERSONAL EVANGELISM
Personal evangelism began in the heart and mi&bdfthe Father from

eternity past (Eph 1:3-4). Before He ever saidtt‘there be light” (Gen 1:3)God knew
that mankind, the crowning work of His creativerglovould one day fall into sin and
reject Him as Sovereign Lofd From theprotoevangeliunof Eden (Gen 3:15) to a new
heaven and new earth in a recreated universe (R&y, Z2he Bible boldly proclaims that
God Almighty has a master plan for redemption. réfaee, the story of human rebellion

and God’s redemptive work becomes “front and céntéhin the Scriptures.

Personal Evangelism in the Old Testament
One will not find in the books of the Old Testarmtdre familiar New
Testament concept of personal evangelism. Noredbebne will discover the

embryonic foundation, even the very cornerstonep&sonal evangelism within the

'Unless otherwise noted, all Scripture quotatiomstaken from the New
American Standard Bible (NASB, 1995).

The Scriptures declare that God knows all things @7:16, 1 John 3:20).
Moreover, the Bible teaches that God had forekndgédebefore the creation that certain
individuals would enter into a personal, savin@tiehship with Him (Rom 8:28-30).
While there are different understandings of pradasbn (election), evangelicals agree
that God initiates and superintends the salvatioogss. The Wesleyan/Arminian and
the Reformed/Calvinist perspectives are the twotroesmmon traditions among
evangelicals regarding this subject matter. S& PayneEvangelism: A Biblical
Response to Today’s Questid@®lorado Springs, CO: Biblica Publishing, 20146;47.
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context of the Old Covenant. Here one will enceuntloving God who is outwardly
focused, a loving God who is raising up His pedsteel to see Him, a loving God who
desires to show His glory to the nations. Unqoestbly, God had both a plan and a
purpose for “missions and evangelism” within thel ®estament era.

After the initial sin of Adam and Eve in the Gandaf Eden, the Scriptures
bestow the first glimmer of hope for all humanitihis hope is recorded in Genesis 3:15,
known as the “first gospel,” where God reveals pfismise of a future redeemer (Jesus
Christ). Although the entire created order wasg@thunder a curse, the Old Testament
documents the blessings of God that came througkdhld of Eve (Gen 3:15), the seed
of Shem (Gen 9:27), and the seed of Abraham (Ge3).1Zhe whole objective of God
was to bless one people (Israel) so that they nighthe channel through which all the
nations on the earth could receive the blessingsloftion and eternal life.

The continuation of the Abrahamic promise throiggac (Gen 26:24) and
Jacob (Gen 35:11-12), the Exodus and the Mosaisldign (Exod-Deut), the eternal
covenant with King David (2 Sam 7), and the visignaessages of His prophets (e.g.,
Isaiah, Jeremiah, Jonah) function to provide testigthat God had a divine program to
glorify Himself by bringing salvation to all natisn Moreover, the Psalter provides a
number of psalms that anticipate God'’s glory ansl réime praised among the nations.
For example, Psalm 67 exhorts the nations to pfage God’s gracious blessings upon
Israel provide testimony of His lovingkindness,gheiading Gentiles to salvation and

praise. Psalm 96 is a call for “all the earthWtorship the Lord. God’s character (glory)

SWalter C. Kaiser, JrMission in the Old Testament: Israel as a Lightie
Nations(Grand Rapids: Baker Academic, 2000), 15-28.
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and His conduct (deeds) are to be declared infemadly. The psalmist addresses all
“families of the nations” and instructs them torése glory to the Lord and to bring
sacrifices and worship into His courts. Psalm iklahother call for all nations to praise
the Lord. God’s unfailing love and faithfulnessre/¢o serve as Israel’s highest
motivation for outreach to the Gentiles. Repeatétile psalmists called on all the
peoples of all the lands to praise the Lord. Traeszent singers of Israel urged their
people to tell, proclaim, and make known the migheggds of God and to join in singing
praise to Him. The hopeful result would be thatts ends of the earth would turn to the
Lord God and all the families on earth would bowvddn worship to Hint'

Abraham: Called to Be a Blessing

to Others (Gen 12:1-9)

In the early pages of the Old Testament, aftee#pilsion of sinful Adam
from the Garden of Eden and the repopulation défahumanity through the loins of
Noah, God places His eye upon the man Abtalnis through this faithful patriarch that
God gives His matchless vow of blessing, therelwaading the world stage for the
coming Messiah and the hope of salvation for hutganihe calling of Abraham, as

found in Genesis 12:1-9, is clearly a “theologigalharged” passage. In fact, Kaiser

“Ibid., 29-38.

°Abram (exalted father) was Abraham'’s original narsad changed Abram’s
name to Abraham (father of a multitude) to refldd covenant promises (Gen 17:1-8).
Ronald F. Youngblood, edNelson’s New lllustrated Bible Dictiongryev. ed.
(Nashville: Thomas Nelson Publishers, 1995), sharaham.”
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argues, “If an Old Testament ‘Great Commission’ niugsidentified, then it will be

Genesis 12:3—‘all the peoples of the earth wilbbssed through you [Abrahamp”

The prequel. The sinful behavior that began in Eden thruswtbdd into a
disastrous state, and the prospects for a godlyfloagl human race appear marginal.
Even the future for the family of Terah, the seé&loem and father of Abraham, seemed
bleak. They are found struggling with significéife issues from early death to infertility
to fragmented journeys (Gen 11:27-32). Nonethel@éss did not abandon His glorious
creation to the consequences of its own sin. Guablahplan to reclaim the world, a
strategy that would ultimately restore fallen ci@ato its original divine purpose.

In God’s master plan of cosmic restoration, He hoiwgs the man Abraham
onto the scene. In the words of Fretheim, “The f&en 1-11], which has had the world
as a stage, narrows down to a small town in Mesopiat, to a single family, to the mind
and heart of a single individual—Abraham. At theng time, the world stage remains
very much in view.®2 He continues to clarify, “The call of Abraham mtasy understood
as God’s response to the dilemma created by thensirevil that had become so
pervasive among all the families of the earthVloreover, Mathews powerfully captures

the magnitude of Abraham’s call, “As the two patsn hourglass are joined by a

6Kaiser,Mission in the Old Testamemnt.

"Terence E. FretheinThe Book of Genesim vol. 1 ofThe New Interpreter’s
Bible, ed. Leander E. Keck (Nashville: Abingdon Pre€894), 417.

81bid.
%Ibid., 425.

20



slender neck, the role of this one man connectsitihesrsal setting of chaps. 1-11 and

the worldwide vista of the promissory catP”

The blessing. The focal text falls into two distinct parts. f&sis 12:1-3 sums
up the Lord’s call to Abraham. Then, Genesis 12dkscribes his obedience to this
divine call. Together, these passages highlight' Simvitation and Abraham’s response
“to become a source of blessing for the rest of dmitg."*

Found at the very beginning of the Genesis 12:te®uant is God’s imperative
statement for Abraham to “go” (v. 1. He tells Abraham to “go from your country, go
from your relatives, and go from your father’'s heusso to the land | will show you.”
Each advance in the call becomes more and morer@nis nature. Strikingly, God
then promises Abraham magnificent blessings (nhtiod, prosperity, renown, favor,
protection, world influence). There is a fivefalde of the root word “bless” in this
powerful encounter with the Living God (vv. 2-3Jhe first set of promises to Abraham
(v. 2) conveys God’s determination to bless theigah and his family, while the second
set of promises (v. 3) relate to the mediatiorheke blessings to the worfd.

The closing statement of God’s blessings upon Adorals especially

significant, “And in you all the families of the ila will be blessed” (v. 3c). Mathews

% enneth A. MathewsGenesis 11:27-50:26lhe New American
Commentary, vol. 1B (Nashville: Broadman & Holmawbkshers, 2005), 105.

YThe ESV Study Bible: English Standard Vergidmeaton, IL: Crossway
Bibles, 2008), “Genesis 12:1-9 Abram’s MigrationGanaan.”

12t is not coincidental that the command to “goalso among the last
recorded words of the resurrected Lord Jesus Qbridts disciples (Matt 28:18-20), for
the God of the Bible is a God that both calls agnis.

BMathews,Genesis 11:27-50:26.07.
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says this clause represents “the final promiseisatite ultimate goal of the previously
stated intentions toward Abrani*”Hamilton argues that this particular blessinthes
“grand finale in this catalogue of blessings” aadsiod’s “programmatic statement.” He
adds, “[Gen 12:3c] clearly articulates the finahbm a divine plan for universal
salvation, and Abram is the divinely chosen instuatrin the implementation of that
plan.”™ In light of this text, Fretheim writes, “His [Gtsd new promise is something
more, something beyond what the creation in antself can provide. Within creation,
blessing is powerful, life-enabling, and life-susiag, but finally insufficient for the
fullest possible life.The promises bring blessing into the sphere ofmeatn”*°

Genesis 12:4-9 then gives the report of the patriaresponse to God’s
directive. Abraham’s obedience is immediate angluestioning. His travelogue testifies
that he took his family and possessions and wetttetdand that God would show him
(Canaan, the Promised Land). God is now commitedfuture with the one who has
faithfully responded, while Abraham himself “mugchange the known for the unknown
(Heb 11:8), and find his reward in what he couldlli@ to see d great natiof), in what

was intangiblethy namé, and in what he would impatléessing.”*’

“bid., 108.

3Victor P. Hamilton.The Book of Genesis Chapters 1-Ifie New
International Commentary on the Old Testament (GRapids: William B. Eerdmans
Publishing Company, 1990), 374. The referenceautoversal” salvation is understood in
this context to mean “worldwide” salvation. Wenheotes, “Not every individual is
promised blessing in Abram but every major groughaaworld will be blessed. The
subsequent stories in Genesis illustrate theseiphas in action.” Gordon J. Wenham,
Genesis 1-15Word Biblical Commentary, vol. 1 (Dallas: Word &, 1987), 278.

®Fretheim,The Book of Genesig25.
"Derek KidnerGenesis Tyndale Old Testament Commentaries (Downers
Grove, IL: Inter-Varsity Press, 1967), 114.
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The sequel. The promises of God originally given to Abrahaii have a
tremendous impact on the world. The blessingskiyuemerge in the chronicling of
Abraham’s days (e.g., Gen 12:10-20). God alsdireef His vows to Abraham’s son
Isaac (Gen 26:3-4) and his grandson Jacob (Ged32)l Noting the administration of
these promises, Mathews observes, “The divineigdike an avalanche of blessing
cascading in wave after wave on the patriarch amdHildren yet to come'®

The blessings upon Abraham continue unquestionatwythe lives of his
descendants. For example, the revelation of Gddages and the Hebrew people some
five hundred years later “repeats the promisesjgiw Abraham] and applies them to
Israel” (Exod 6:2-8, 19:1-6) The promises of God also manifest themselvesitte
kingship of David (2 Sam 7:8-17), and the Old Testat prophets faithfully proclaim
the theme of divine blessing upon the Gentiles 1&23-25, Jer 4:2f The psalmists
declare that “blessing upon restored Israel brgajgation to the nations” (Pss 67, 98).
Furthermore, the New Testament embraces the Abrahearrative (Acts 3:25-26; Gal
3:6-9, 28-29) and asserts that Jesus Christ, thefsAbraham (Matt 1:1), came to save
humanity from its sin (Matt 1:21, John 4:42, Act&2l Phil 3:20). What began as the
promises of God to one man four thousand yearsiagoflourishes as the promises of
God to all nations, that is, for “whosoever beligvien him [Jesus]” (John 3:16 KJV).

In summary of the Genesis 12 account, Kaiser vigslyostates,

The formative theology of Genesis 12:3 may oncérdga seen for what it is and

®Mathews Genesis 11:27-50:26.05.
YIbid., 118.

*Fretheim,The Book of Genesig26.
?’Mathews Genesis 11:27-50:26.18.
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has always been in the discussion of mission: imeliprogram to glorify himself by
bringing salvation to all on planet earth. Inddeeke is where missions really
begins. Here is the first Great Commission mandatke Bible. It is this thesis
that dominates the strategy, theology, and missighe Old Testamerit.

Key implications for personal evangelism.Regarding the Genesis 12

passage, the following implications pertain to paed evangelism:

1. An Old Testament “Great Commission” text existembryonic form (Gen 12:3).
Therefore, the seeds for world evangelism are ptesdghe Old Testament.

2. The source of world missionary activity is rabte God’s call to the nation of Israel.

Personal Evangelism in the New Testament

Within the pages of the New Covenant, the salvifission of God continues.
In fact, the New Testament begins boldly with therfgospel accounts (Matthew, Mark,
Luke, and John) followed by the book of Acts thiatonicles the birth of the Christian
church and spread of the gospel message. MattBed@-20 portrays the resurrected
Lord Jesus Christ instructing His followers to gmlanake disciples through proclaiming
the gospel of the Kingdom. This passage remintieegs today that we must make
disciples as well. Moreover, Luke 8:4-15 shedbtlign evangelistic activity and the
various responses of people toward the word of Geats 2:14-47 testifies that the Holy
Spirit empowers gospel proclamation and that evsrgeshould be a vital element
within the Christian community. Acts 22:1-16 hiigiits the Christian witness and
presents important details for creating a solidveosion testimony. Finally, Colossians
1:3-8 demonstrates how spreading the gospel mebsags faith, love, and hope to a

godless community. The Scriptures declare that Gpdssionate about gathering a

22K aiser,Mission in the Old Testamerit3.
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people unto Himself. Therefore, training Christiam personal evangelism remains a
critical task for the local church.

Jesus: The Ultimate Evangelist and

the Great Commission Commandment

to His Disciples (Matt 28:18-20)

Jesus Christ, God Incarnate, was the ultimategalet who understood the
full realities of God and man, of holiness and sinéss, of heaven and hell. His heart
bled for the salvation of souls to the glory of Gbd Father. Jesus spent His life as a
sacrifice to God, going among the people of Ist@szching and preaching and healing”

(Matt 4:23). Jesus proclaimed the good news gfiveness and eternal life, and He

commissioned disciples who would continue His noissfter His death (John 20:21b).

Jesus Christ—the ultimate evangelist.The Bible teaches that Jesus Christ is
the human-divine Son of God, the great High Pritest founder of the Christian church,
and the central figure of the human ratezurther, He never made a mistake, and He
always knew and always did what was right. In debumans have the perfect teacher
and the perfect example of how to live a life plegso God®* Being the ideal Son and
the ideal Man, Jesus was also the ideal Evangelshful humanity.

As the model evangelist, Jesus understood thedb@od (John 15:9) and the
mission of God (John 3:16). He understood théupistate of mankind (Matt 9:36) and

the sure realities of heaven (Luke 3:21-22) and(Mdrk 9:43-44). At the very nucleus,

23youngbloodNelson’s New lllustrated Bible Dictionarg.v. “Jesus Christ.”

’Robert E. ColemarThe Master Plan of Evangelist@rand Rapids: Fleming
H. Revell, 1993), 23.
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He understood the holiness of God (Matt 6:9), theukess of humanity (Mark 8:38),
the function of the cross (Matt 16:21), and theessdy of a summons to faith and
repentance (Mark 1:14-15). Consumed with zealferthings of God (John 2:15-17),
He was obedient to the will of God (Matt 26:39) avak prepared to pay the maximum
price for God’s glory (John 19:17-18) and the redeam of His creation (Col 1:13-14).
Jesus was fully engaged in bringing the messagepé to the sin-sick heart.
The Scriptures vividly testify that He went aboptéaching the gospel of God and
saying, ‘The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom@bd is at hand; repent and believe in
the gospel” (Mark 1:14-15). Three facets charazésl Jesus’ ministry: (1) teaching
about the kingdom of God, (2) preaching the gospedsage, and (3) healing the sick and
suffering (Matt 4:23). He often used the platfasfrphysical need to address the crucial
issue of spiritual need (Matt 9:1-8). At the eridHes ministry, having spent roughly
three years training up disciples, Jesus deleddited/ork so it would continue through
His apostles and His future church (John 20:21 &t18-20). Without a doubt, Jesus

was the ultimate evangelist to humanity. From H@hristians are to learn.

Jesus’ disciples—the ultimate commissionAfter the events of Jesus’
crucifixion in Jerusalem, the end of the GospéVlatthew places the resurrected Christ
at a mountain in Galilee awaiting the arrival okldieven apostles (Matt 28:7, 10, 16-
17)* Freeman maintains that “the term ‘mountain’ israportant one for Matthew’s
account, for the reader associates the mountampéece of teaching. . . . The reader is

thus prepared for the fact that Jesus is abowmpauit important revelatory material to his

>Judas Iscariot, the disciple who betrayed Jesustritied suicide (Matt
27:3-5) and is, therefore, no longer a part of ghaup—thus, the “eleven” apostles.
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followers.”™® Further, Carson takes Matthew 28:16-20 as a Itmsamissioning
narrative” which is patterned after similar Old f@&sent accounts of the commissioning
of God'’s servants (e.g., Abraham, Gen 12:1-9; MoSged 3:1-10; Joshua, Josh 1:1-11;
Isaiah, Isa 6:1-13Y" It is thus at the Galilean mountain spot thatrésirrected Lord
Jesus Christ reveals His legendary commissiong@thbryonic church, calling “upon
his followers to make disciples of all people grstiprough the preaching of the gospel
of the kingdom.?® Hagner says, “The resurrection narrative coméss timax, as does
the entire gospel, in this its final majestic pevise [Matt 28:16-20]%°

The formal Great Commission statement of Jesustbggins with verse 18
(Matt 28:18). Here, Jesus appears to His disci@psstles) and declares His power, i.e.,
His absolute sovereignty over both heaven and edirth from this platform of universal
authority that Jesus issues His commandment t@fglomake disciples of all the
nations.” Because of His supreme authority, tiieative carries maximum force.

Boring agrees, “The basis for the words of comroisss the claim of the risen Jesus that

**Hal Freeman, “The Great Commission and the Newahestt: An Exegesis
of Matthew 28:16-20,The Southern Baptist Journal of Theoldgya 4 (1997): 15.
See also Donald A Hagnévatthew 14-28Word Biblical Commentary, vol. 33B
(Dallas: Word Books, 1995), 884. See Matt 4:8, 34:23, 15:29, 17:1, 24:3, and 26:30
for additional references regarding mountains.

2’D. A. CarsonMatthew: Chapters 13 through 2 vol. 2 of The Expositor’s
Bible Commentaryed. Frank E. Gaebelein and J. D. Douglas (Graamld?: Zondervan,
1995), 591-92. See also R. T. Frarideithew Tyndale New Testament Commentaries,
vol. 1 (Grand Rapids: William B. Eerdmans Publigh®ompany, 1985), 411; M.
Eugene BoringThe Gospel of Matthewn vol. 8 of The New Interpreter’s Bibjesd.
Leander E. Keck (Nashville: Abingdon Press, 1996).

8ESV Study Bible¢‘Matthew 28:16-20 The Risen Jesus’ Great Commisi
**Hagner Matthew 14-28881.
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all authority has been given to him by GJ8.With this key verse providing the
appropriate backdrop, Jesus now sends His disappl@gorld mission.

The primary focus of Jesus’ commandment in vet8e20a is the charge, the
mission, to “make disciples” (followers) of all thations®* Making disciples involves
calling individuals to a lifetime commitment in d8sChrist as Savior and Lord. Carson
writes, “Disciples are those who hear, understand,obey Jesus’ teachintf."More so,
Hagner recognizes that the central verb in the cission statementi{atheteusatanake
disciples) is an imperativ&. This main verb dominates the core thrust of thea®
Commission; however, the three Greek participlesmdbin Jesus’ directive (go-ing,
baptizing, and teaching) define the three basicpmmants of the disciple making
process” In God’s wisdom, He has not only instructed tharch to make disciples, but

He has also provided the appropriate frameworloiw to accomplish this great task.

%Boring, The Gospel of Matthev03. Carson clarifies that “it is incautious, if
not altogether wrong, to claim that the Resurrectionferred on Jesus an authority
incomparably greater than what he enjoyed befaeihicifixion. . . . Rather, the spheres
in which he now exercises absolute authority atargad to include all heaven and earth,
i.e., the universe.” CarsoNlatthew 594.

%The term “all the nations” would include both Jeavsl non-Jews (Gentiles).
See arguments from Freeman, “The Great Commissidritee New Testament,” 17-18;
Hagner Matthew 14-28886-87; Craig L. Blomberdyiatthew The New American
Commentary, vol. 22 (Nashville: Broadman Press2)],.9831-32.

32CarsonMatthew 596.
*Hagner Matthew 14-28886.

3 ESV Bible“Matthew 28:16-20 The Risen Jesus’ Great Commissi
Hagner maintains that the “commission proper” catsssyntactically of the main verb
“make disciples” with three parallel subordinatetig#ples: “going,” “baptizing,” and
“teaching.” When linked with the imperative vetbhe participles themselves take on
imperatival force and function as imperatives. kagMatthew 14-28882. See also
Freeman, “The Great Commission and the New Testgirien
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The first step in making disciples is obviouslg tigoing.” Terry comments
on the evangelistic understanding and activitieshefancient church,
The message of the early church was simple: Jeasi€3od’s Son who died on the
cross to provide salvation to all who believe imHi . . The early church did not
justdo mission. . . . In those early days the chusasmission. The missionary
program of the early church was based on two assongp (1) The chief task of the
church is world evangelism. (2) The responsibiidycarrying out this task rests
with the entire Christian community.
Mimicking the attitude and actions of the early diudemands that believers go into all
the world and proclaim the gospel message, the gead of forgiveness and eternal life
through faith and repentance in Jesus Christhéntise and proverbial words of Martin,
“Christians have but two choices: We must go whesecan go, and we must send where
we cannot personally go ourselvés.”

The second step in making disciples is the “baymiz*’

Clearly, Jesus
instructed His disciples to baptize new convert§nto) the name of the Trinity (God the
Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit). l/tiie act of baptism is pregnant with
imagery (e.g., Jesus’ death and resurrection,\ml® spiritual transformation), it is a

fundamental proclamation of the believer’s trarsfiee to a new allegiance with the

Godhead® New believers are to identify publicly with Jesusl His body, the church.

%John Mark TerryEvangelism: A Concise HistotiNashville: Broadman &
Holman, 1994), 26-27.

%George H. Martin, Classroom LectuB2960—Introduction to Missiology
(Louisville: Southern Baptist Theological Semina®pring 2001), February 2001.

3"The participle “baptizing” comes from the Greeklvbaptizq which is a
frequentative form obaptq “to dip.” W. E. Vine,Vine’s Complete Expository
Dictionary of Old and New Testament Wared. Merrill F. Unger and William White,
Jr. (Nashville: Thomas Nelson Publishers, 1996Y,. sbaptism, baptist, baptize.”

%Regarding the concept of allegiance, see Fraviaghew 414.
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Carson specifically notes, “It [baptism] is a slgoth of entrance into Messiah’s covenant
community and of pledged submission to his lord&fip

The third step in making disciples is the “teachingihe Holy Spirit uses

biblical teaching as a means to transform beliet@ssrd the image of Jesus Christ.
Bloomberg rightly acknowledges,

Teaching obedience to all of Jesus’ commands fohm&eart of disciple
making. Evangelism must be holistic. If non-Ctiaiss are not hearing the gospel
and not being challenged to make a decision forsGhhen the church has
disobeyed one part of Jesus’ commission [evangglis$ihmew converts are not
faithfully and lovingly nurtured in the whole cowi®f God’s revelation, then the
church has disobeyed the other part [teachingipdéship properf®

It is the responsibility of the church (individuglicollectively) to proclaim the gospel
message and to hand down the teachings of Scritdrelievers both new and old.

The Bible affirms that God has spoken to us ingHast days through Jesus

(Heb 1:1-2). Does He have a word for us regardumgwork as Christians? Yes, He
says that we are to go into the entire world amtlarm the gospel message. We are to
baptize those individuals who respond in faithhis good news, and we are to teach
them diligently how to walk wholeheartedly in thayg of God. This work is truly the

ultimate commission—a charge given with all auttypra charge given to all the church,

a charge given for all the world . . . and a chagigen for the glory of God.

Key implications for personal evangelism.Regarding the Matthew 28
passage, the following implications pertain to paed evangelism:

1. Jesus Christ provides the perfect model fonamgelistic lifestyle.

3%carsonMatthew 597.
“0 Blomberg,Matthew 433.
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2. All believers are called to make disciples, ifaithful followers of Jesus Christ.

3. The Great Commission commandment gives three@amponents of the disciple
making process: (1) going, (2) baptizing, and €2ching.

4. Making disciples begins with the “going,” practeng the gospel of Jesus Christ.
Understanding the Dynamics
of the Harvest (Luke 8:4-15)

The parable of the sower is one of four main pasafound in all three
Synoptic Gospel§' This story tells about a farmer who went outdw $is field,
broadcasting seed upon various soils. The pasdigds light on evangelistic activity and
the various responses of people toward the wofdoaf. It instructs the reader that not
all evangelistic efforts will yield ripe fruit, bitome gospel seeds will produce a great

harvest for the Lord.

Understanding “the parable.” A parable is “a short, simple story designed to
communicate a spiritual truth, religious principbe,moral lesson* The Greek word
for parable arabold means literally “a placing besidé&®” The term carries the idea of a
comparison between two different things, i.e., “stimnng is placed alongside something
else in order that one may throw light on the attérTherefore, the parable will consist

of two parts: (1) a picture part (the story propef)en depicting an everyday life

*IRobert H. Steinl.uke The New American Commentary, vol. 24 (Nashville:
Broadman Press, 1992), 242.

*2Youngblood Nelson’s New lllustrated Bible Dictionarg.v. “Parable.”

“Michael S. Bushell and Michael D. TaBibleWorks §CD-ROM] (Norfolk,
VA: BibleWorks, LLC, 2002), NAU Luke 8:4, s.v. “Palnle.”

**Youngblood Nelson’s New lllustrated Bible Dictionarg.v. “Parable.”

31



experience in the real world and (2) a reality |fgn® comparison to which it is
likened)?® Parables have a history of allegorical intergieta Modern scholarship,
however, insists, “The key to interpreting the jpéea is to remember that they are not

extended allegories but that they tend to teadhglesbasic point*

Understanding “the soils.” After telling the story of the sower (Luke 8:5-8)
Jesus clarifies why He speaks in parables (Lukel8)@and gives the interpretation of
His parable (Luke 8:11-15). Jesus explains thasted the sower broadcasts is the word
of God, i.e., the gospel message (Luke 8:11). hida states that this gospel seed falls
upon several types of spiritual ground. Each effthur soils in the story produces its
own particular yield. These soils (plants) repneshfferent kinds of people and their
varied responses to the kingdom of God, reflediing types of human heatts.

The first group of gospel hearers in the parabliésthe soil beside the road.
This ground is hard, packed down, and not conduciseed germination and plant
growth. Similarly, individuals in this group hatieard the preaching of the gospel
message. Their hearts are hard and unreceptigdehap do not heed the message.
Nolland comments, “[They] hear but get no real hmicthe word of God. The Devil has

no difficulty in extricating it from their heartdn their case, no response of faith has

“>Robert H. SteinA Basic Guide to Interpreting the Bible: Playing the
Rules(Grand Rapids: Baker Books, 1994), 137.

“*Stein,A Basic Guide to Interpreting the Bibl®49. See also Youngblood,
Nelson’s New lllustrated Bible Dictiongrg.v. “Parable”; VineYine’'s Complete
Expository Dictionary of Old and New Testament V8psdv. “Parable.”

*™Although the four soils represent various kindpebple, there is a certain
looseness in the metaphor, and at times the pteatkiced by the soils represent the
various kinds of people rather than the soils.eifgiLuke 246.
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bound the message to their hearts. They haveenby believed the message which
could have brought them salvaticfi.”

The second group of hearers in the parable istiggocky soil. This ground
has the capacity to aid seed germination and plantth but only for a brief period. It
cannot sustain life under long-term, adverse camtt Individuals in this category have
heard the preaching of the gospel and they areyhtapceive this word. Appearances,
however, can be deceiving. These people develgpmibual depth, and the temptations
and trials of life will eventually destroy theiriia. Nolland states, “If the rootedness is
not there, the new life will wither away. Apostdsyhe outcome® Stein adds, “The
problem [with this group] is rather that they ohlgid this faith ‘for a while’; but as the
rest of this text and the full canonical messaggest, this faith is not saving faitf’”

The third group of hearers in the parable is Ik thorn-ridden soil. This
ground is unfavorable and even hostile toward hgadtant growth, robbing the flora of
valuable sunlight and nutrients. The seed th& &hong the thorns in the story grows
but does not produce mature fruit. In the same, walywiduals in this group have heard
the preaching of the gospel message and have nfaih eesponse toward God, i.e.,
they have germinated, taken root, and grown to Some. Nonetheless, they have
allowed the world (worries, riches, and pleasuteshoke out their loyalty to Jesus

Christ and their perseverance in the Christiamfathese individuals have filled their

“8John NollandlLuke 1-9:20 Word Biblical Commentary, vol. 35A (Dallas:
Word Books, 1989), 388.

“Ipid., 388.
S0stein,Luke 246.
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lives with so many things that there is no roomdfpiritual fruit>* It is difficult to
determine with certainty whether people in thisugrévave experienced saving faith.
Some scholars suggest they are unredeemed bebaydadk mature fruit (Matt 3:7-10)
and steadfast perseverance (Col 1:21223).

The fourth group of hearers in the parable isfileegood soil. This ground is
highly fertile and has the ability to produce a Ipencrop>® Likewise, people in this
group have truly heard the preaching of the gospel,their hearts were ready to receive
the good news of salvation. They have resolutegeniesus Christ their Savior and
Lord. With shameless perseverance, these indiladarang forth much fruit for the
kingdom of God. Culpepper keenly observes, “Like tast-germinating seed on the
rocky ground and among the thorns, it is easy tken@agood beginning, but reaching

maturity and bearing fruit require faithfulness atogjged endurancé®

Key implications for personal evangelism.Regarding the Luke 8 passage,
the following implications pertain to personal egatism:
1. Gospel proclamation produces different resulthe lives of its hearers (main point).

2. Demonic activity keeps some gospel hearers &othentic faith and conversion.

*IC. Leon MorrisLuke Tyndale New Testament Commentaries, vol. 3 (Grand
Rapids: William B. Eerdmans Publishing Company,7)9267.

*2Joel B GreenThe Gospel of Luk&he New International Commentary on
the New Testament (Grand Rapids: William B. Eerdsmauablishing Company, 1997),
321-29; MorrisLuke 165-67; Steinl.uke 248; versus Nolland,uke 1-9:20 370-88.

>3The parable speaks of a hundred-fold crop yielké.8:8). The average
yield for grain sown in Palestine was probably aten-fold, based on the weight of
the seed gathered to the weight of the seed séwmundred-fold grain harvest would be
an extraordinary achievement. R. Alan Culpeppke Gospel of Lukén vol. 9 ofThe
New Interpreter’s Bibleed. Leander E. Keck (Nashville: Abingdon Pre§85), 177.

¥bid., 179-80.
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3. Trials and temptations will expose the countefégth of some gospel respondents.

4. The world (worries, riches, and pleasures) neapardize the fruit of the gospel. Itis
sometimes difficult to determine with certainty wiher an individual is saved.

5. Some gospel seeds will produce a great hargeghé Lord.
Peter: Passionate Evangelism
and the Ingathering of the
Early Church (Acts 2:14-47)

The Apostle Peter, considered by some to be a Whigpndering fisherman” and
a faltering apostle of Christ, stands boldly in sfxeets of Jerusalem on the Day of
Pentecost to preach the gospel message to theéudaki® Peter, transformed and
freshly energized by the power of God, provideseartiest example (in both action and
content) of gospel proclamation by the embryonuarch. Moreover, as the Holy Spirit
empowers the preaching of the gospel, the apostigdomany people to Christ and
evangelism becomes a vital element within the comhfie of the Christian

community>®

The proclamation of the gospel.Undoubtedly, the Apostle Peter preached
with passion and conviction in Jerusalem on Pestenorning. However, one must

press the issue and ask two significant questid)dVhat was the framework of Peter’s

*Longenecker alternately suggests, “It [Peter's Bemon at Pentecost] was
probably delivered in the outer court of the teniplRichard N. LongeneckeActs in
vol. 9 of The Expositor’s Bible Commentamsd. Frank E. Gaebelein and J. D. Douglas
(Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 1982), 70.

*5YoungbloodNelson’s New lllustrated Bible Dictionarg.v. “Acts of the
Apostles”; ibid., s.v. “Peter, Simon.”
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gospel proclamation? and (2) What was the idebtiikerygmaof the early church?
In other words, “How did Peter present the gospetsage to the crowd?” and “What
was the specific content of his message?” These&ens are imperative in helping to
establish a biblically strong, healthy, and effeetioundation for personal evangelism.
In view of the primary grid of Peter’s gospel pamlation (Acts 2:14-41),
several scholars offer similar evaluations. Faregle, one voice outlines the main
elements of the preaching event as (1) the pronois€®d in the Old Testament are now
fulfilled, (2) the Messiah has come in Jesus ofdath, and (3) all who hear should
repent and be baptizéfl.Likewise, Polhill maintains that Peter’s first ssage falls into
three main divisions: (1) the citation of Old Testnt scripture to provide relevance, (2)
the establishing of Jesus as the Messiah, andd@)) to repentanc®. Bruce argues that
Peter's main theme is (1) the announcement thaadkeof fulfillment has arrived, (2) a
rehearsal of the ministry, death, and triumph stuideof Nazareth, (3) a citation of Old

Testament scriptures whose fulfillment in the Peosé events prove Jesus to be the

>’Kerygmais defined as “the apostolic proclamation of sébrathrough Jesus
Christ” (Merriam-Webster's Collegiate Dictionarg1" ed.). In general usage, this
Greek word may imply either “the proclamation, mt@ag, or the message preached.”
See Bushell and TaBjbleWorks 5NAU Rom 16:25, s.v. “Preaching”; Don R. Cox,
Classroom Lecture2100—Personal Evangelisfiouisville: Southern Baptist
Theological Seminary, Fall 2000), September 20@this particular context, the term
kerygmadenotes the substance of the message preached.

*8youngblood Nelson’s New lllustrated Bible Dictionarg.v. “Acts of the
Apostles.”

*9John B Polhill Acts The New American Commentary, vol. 26 (Nashville:
Broadman Press, 2001), 107.
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Messiah, and (4) a call to repentafitePoints (2) and (3) of Bruce’s four-point summary
can easily merge and thus allow parity with thevabihree-point summaries.

Perhaps the most helpful and succinct analysietdr® presentation comes
from Longenecker. He writes, “Peter’s sermon att@eost consists of (1) an apologia
for the occurrence of the phenomena (vv. 14-22)ak&rygma(“proclamation”) of the
apostolic message in its most elemental form (2v3@), and (3) a call to repentance
with a promise of blessing (vv. 37-41%.”One cannot help but notice the prevalence of
the three-point structure of Peter’'s overall gogpekentation. The first step employs
Scripture in bringing relevance to the specifiaaiion, the second focuses on Jesus as
the promised Messiah, and the third calls for &négnt response from the hearer.

Regarding the specific content of Peter’'s gospetiamation (Acts 2:22-36),
the focus was unmistakably on Jesus of Nazarethraodporated a brief sketch of His
ministry, death, and resurrectidn.Stott identifies four movements within this peutar
pericope: (1) His [Jesus’] life and ministry (v.)222) His death (v. 23), (3) His
resurrection (vv. 24-32), and (4) His exaltation.(83-36)%® Concerning this Pentecost
sermon, Wall discerningly writes that “it [the semj not only reflects the theological
commitments of the Jerusalem mission at its vegyriseng but is quintessentially

Christian, providing a broad outline for NT [NewsIament] theology and Christian

®F. F. BruceThe Book of the Act¥he New International Commentary on the
New Testament, rev. ed. (Grand Rapids: William 8rdtnans Publishing Company,
1988), 69.

®1 ongeneckerActs 70.
%lbid., 74.

%3John R. W. StotfThe Message of Acts: To the Ends of the E@twners
Grove, IL: Inter-Varsity Press, 1990), 75-77.
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proclamation (okerygma.”®* In summary, Bruce notes, “The first apostoliavsen
leads up to the first apostolic creed: ‘Jesus isll"6°> Indeed, this creedal spirit of

lordship permeates the hearts of all of God’s faltbhildren—past, present, and future.

The primacy of the gospel.Peter’'s Pentecost sermon, the inspired utterance
of a man filled with the Holy Spirit, produced canmts to the Christian faith. The three
thousand new believers (v. 41) joined the 120 @hans already present in Jerusalem
(Acts 1:15) to form the new community of faith desed in Acts 2:42-47. This salient
passage provides summary information regardindjfénef the early church. Six core
elements of their religious practice exist withiatt Christian fellowship—prayer,
evangelism, worship, discipleship, fellowship, anishistry. These six fundamentals
define the purposes of the church, and evangelissbviously one of thef?.

The gospel witness of the early church pulsatels aldness. Evident of their
zeal for witnessing, Bruce observes, “The believees regularly in the temple precincts
for public worship and public witness” (vv. 46-£47) Stott adds that (1) the Holy Spirit
restlessly drives the infant church to evangeli&@npoth their worship and their witness

were daily, and (3) “as their outreach was contirsj@o continuously converts were

®Robert W. WallThe Acts of the Apostlds vol. 10 ofThe New Interpreter’s
Bible, ed. Leander E. Keck (Nashville: Abingdon Pre€§2}, 63.

®Bruce, The Book of the Act33.

®®Chuck LawlessDiscipled Warriors(Grand Rapids: Kregel, 2002), 23-25;
Rick Warren,The Purpose Driven Churdirand Rapids: Zondervan, 1995), 103-06.

%Bruce, The Book of the Act81.
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being added [to the church, by the Lor8].'Evangelism, i.e., gospel proclamation, was

surely a primary element within the common lifeled early Christian community.

Key implications for personal evangelism.Regarding the Acts 2 passage,
the following implications pertain to personal egatism:

1. The logical first step in sharing the gospebibring scriptural relevance to the
particular witnessing situation.

2. An essential component in sharing the Christridiness is to proclaim the historical
Jesus as both Lord and Christ (the Messiah), ircatimg a brief sketch of His life,
ministry, death, resurrection, and exaltation.

3. A proclamation of the gospel message is not ¢et@pntil one issues a call to
repentance.

Paul: A Missionary Extraordinaire

(Acts 22:1-16)

It has been said that “no person, apart from Jeguself, shaped the history
of Christianity like the apostle Pali®” Paul was once a militant persecutor of the church
(Gal 1:13), but he had an encounter with the rlsam Jesus Christ that transformed his
life. In consequence, God appointed Paul to bapastle to the Gentiles, empowering
him to become a missionary extraordinaire. Pagikkhow to verbalize his testimony

and did so at every opportunity to anyone who wadistén. Acts 22 highlights Paul’s

Christian conversion and presents important defailsreating a trustworthy testimony.

68Stott,The Message of A¢t86-87.

®Life Application Study Bible: New International ¥&m (Wheaton, IL:
Tyndale House Publishers; Grand Rapids: Zonderudighing House, 1991), s.v.
“Paul.”
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Prevalence of the personal testimonyEvery Christian has a unique story of
how they came to know Jesus Christ as their petSmaor and Lord. One is not better
than the other, and God can use each of them ®gldry. The New Testament gives
numerous accounts of the individual call to faglg(, Peter, Andrew, James, John, the
woman at the well, Zacchaeus, Paul). However,etegnal conversion testimony is
better explained than the salvation experiencé@bpostle Paul. In the book of Acts,
Paul’s conversion is documented in three place$s(8d-19, 22:1-16, 26:2-18). Luke’s
repetition and detailed treatment of Paul’'s sabratestimony in Acts underscores its

vital importance in the Christian missi6h.

Power of the personal testimony.A personal salvation testimony is “one of
the most convincing, unanswerable arguments oh eagarding Christianity . . . [and]
one’s personal experience with the Lord Jesus CHfisTestimonies can be an effective
way of telling an unbeliever why Jesus is importangou (and them). In giving his
salvation testimony, the apostle Paul “simply stdrs story about how God had
changed his life? The Scriptures illustrate how the Holy Spirit Wsiin these special
moments to bring about powerful responses fronhdats of men, sometimes negative

(e.g., Festus; Acts 26:24) and sometimes posiévg,(King Agrippa; Acts 26:28).

Opolhill, Acts 459. Of the three salvation testimony occurrenBelhill notes
that Acts 9 is actually Luke’s third-person nawatof Paul’'s experience, while the Acts
22 and Acts 26 versions are Paul’s own testimorthi¢cevent. The three accounts are
parallel in their essentials but differ in smaltalks.

"Iputting Together Your Stofgn-line]; accessed 7 January 2012; available
from http://storage.cloversites.com, Personal%20mesy.pdf; Internet.

Ibid.

40



Parts of the personal testimony.The apostle Paul shares his Christian
pilgrimage as he addresses the angry Jewish cn@adthe steps of the Antonio Fortress
in Jerusalem. Paul’s personal salvation testin{éays 22:1-16) can be distilled into
three essential components: his upbringing and(zeall-5), his encounter with Jesus
Christ on the Damascus road (vv. 6-11), and hismission to ministry (vv. 12-16%
These three parts may be generalized to creafeatimework for an effective Christian
witness. Hence, the salvation testimony shoulthde (1) My life and attitudes before
Jesus, (2) My personal encounter with Jesus, gnidyZhanged life now for Jesds.

A closer examination of Paul’'s testimony before tbmple mob reveals
several valuable details regarding the Christiamegs. In the first section, “His
upbringing and zeal (vv. 1-5),” it is significamtat Paul addresses his countrymen in their
native tongue, gave his Jewish pedigree, stateddusational credentials, and declared
his former zeal for the Law. While Paul used trebrew dialect for more effective
communication, his primary motivation was to gairespectful hearing before the
crowd. Moreover, his close identification with Jsslem, Gamaliel, and Judaism helped

Paul to establish common ground for witnessingsalawish audience. This segment

31t should be noted that there is considerable Wiiéij within the literature as
to the exact length of this pericope as well ah#ospecific number of testimony
components and their divisions. See, &€8&Y Study Bibleé‘Acts 21:40-22:21 Paul
Addresses the Jewish Crowd”; Ralph W. Neighbouradd Bill Latham Survival Kit
(Nashville: LifeWay Press, 1996), 103-05; Stotie Message of A¢t345-48; Bruce,
The Book of the Agtd37-44; Wall,The Acts of the Apostlez99-308; I. Howard
Marshall,Acts Tyndale New Testament Commentaries, vol. 5 (GRagids: William
B. Eerdmans Publishing Company, 1996), 349-60.

"“Neighbour Survival Kit 104-05;Putting Together Your Stary
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reminds the Christian witness of the vital impodam identifying oneself with his or
her target audienc@.

In the second section (vv. 6-11), Paul simply akyd how he came to faith in
Jesus Christ. He spoke candidly about key supgadagvents in his encounter with God
on the Damascus road, describing how he was caefitdsy a heavenly vision of bright
light and heard the voice of Jesus the Nazareael uhmistakably identified the risen
Lord (v. 8), used rhetorical questions to help kbeisphearers engaged (vv. 8, 10), and
maintained a humble spirit in his testimony to skeutinizing assembly (vv. 7, 11). This
segment reminds the Christian witness to be trittdibe engaging, to be humble, and,
above all, to be clear that it is Jesus Christ witbe Savior of the world (1 John 4:14).

In the third section (vv. 12-16), Paul refers te thsit and subsequent ministry
of Ananias. He is deliberately characterized ds\aut observer of the law and highly
respected by all the Jews residing in Damascuk2)v. Further, it was Ananias who
interpreted Paul’'s theophany and delivered the sagdostolic commission to him. In
this sector, Paul intentionally crafted his testim@and emphasized Ananias in an effort
to appeal to his Jewish audience. Stott obsefiresach case the outline [of Paul’s

personal salvation testimony] is the same, buptréicular emphasis of each testimony

"*The “Hebrew dialect” (v. 2) was probably Aramatwe tommon language
among Palestinian Jewkife Application Study Bible'/Acts 21:40-22:2"; StottThe
Message of Act847; BruceThe Book of the Actd37. Gamaliel (v. 3) was the most
eminent rabbi of his day. Youngbloddelson’s New lllustrated Bible Dictionarg.v.
“Paul, the Apostle”; StotfThe Message of A¢t347. The triad of “birth,” “upbringing,”
and “training,” i.e., born, reared, and educated3] was a conventional way in antiquity
of describing a man’s youth. Longeneck&ets 320-21; Polhill Acts 458.
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is well fitted to its context™ This segment reminds the Christian witness of the

necessity to contextualize the message of Christigor a “lost and dying” world.

Key implications for personal evangelism.Regarding the Acts 22 passage,
the following implications pertain to personal egatism:

1. Every Christian has a unique story of how theye to know Jesus Christ as their
personal Savior and Lord.

2. A solid personal salvation testimony containe¢hbasic components: (1) My life and
attitudes before Jesus, (2) My personal encountardesus, and (3) My changed life
now for Jesus. For the purpose of memory recaltemsimply put: (1) Life before
Jesus, (2) Conversion experience, and (3) Life d&sus.

3. A personal testimony is an effective way to &ellunbeliever why Jesus is important
to you (and them).

4. Personal testimonies should be a natural pdhteo€Christian lifestyle.
Epaphras: Bondslave of Jesus

Christ and the Unsung Hero

of His Community (Col 1:3-8)

While numerous Christians will quickly recognibetapostle Paul, little is
know about the man Epaphras. The Bible identHias simply as “a bondslavelgulog
of Jesus Christ” (Col 4:12). Epaphras’ conversion most likely occurred at Bpise
under the ministry of Paul. He brought real faitive, and hope to the Colossian

community by spreading the gospel message amorfglluw citizens. Truly, Epaphras

stands as an unsung hero in the march of Christiani

"®Stott, The Message of A¢t347.

"’See also Col 1:7 (beloved fellow bond-servanthfaltservant of Christ) and
Phim 23 (fellow prisoner in Christ Jesus).
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Colossae and the Lycus River valleyColossae was a city in the Roman
province of Asia (western Turkey) situated in thels River valley about 100 miles east
of Ephesus. The city formed a triangle with twbestcities in the valley, Hierapolis and
Laodicea. Colossae was a thriving city as earighadifth century BC. Its commercial
significance was due to its wool industry. Latéolossae declined in commercial and
social importance and the two neighboring citiepassed it. In the days of Epaphras,
Colossae’s reputation had plummeted to that of @lgown.”®

The spiritual condition of the Colossian societyweell as the larger Lycus
River valley, was probably characteristic of othaevangelized areas. Melick suggests
that Colossae’s core population consisted mainipdijenous Phrygian and Greek
settlers, augmented by Jews of the Diaspora, Ramiaans, and assorted ethnic groups.
Colossae was doubtless a cosmopolitan settlemssepsing a plethora of cultural and
religious element& Moreover, in his letter to the Colossians, thestle Paul refers a
number of times to the pagan past of his conv@ts {:12-13, 21; 2:13; 3:5-7). Wright
also argues, “It is likely that Colosse had its fiare of the variegated religious
practices which characterized the ancient Near &asis time. In this society the old
gods of classical Greek culture still had theirexgints . . . [and] ‘syncretism'—the

mixing of religious ideas and practices from a widege of sources—became quite

"8youngbloodNelson’s New lllustrated Bible Dictionarg.v. “Colosse” [a
form of Colossae]; Peter Thomas O’Bri€glossians, PhilemqiwWord Biblical
Commentary, vol. 44 (Waco, TX: Word Books, 198Xvixvii.

Richard R Melick, Jr.Philippians, Colossians, Philempfihe New
American Commentary, vol. 32 (Nashville: Broadmaess, 2002), 163. See also
O’Brien, Colossians, Philemagmxxvii.
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common.®® Furthermore, the inhabitants of the Lycus valleye systematically

tortured and demoralized by earthquakes and freqeismic activity in the regiof.

Epaphras and the gospel messagépaphras was a native of Colossae (Col
4:12). There is no biblical evidence to suggeat the apostle Paul ever visited Colossae
during his travel§? However, Paul ministered for three years in Epaé&00 miles
west) on his third missionary journey. Epaphraspbly met Paul in Ephesus during
this time. O’Brien writes, “His [Paul’s] daily emgelistic ‘dialogs’ held in the hall of
Tyrannus in Ephesus were so effective that Lukectaim ‘all the residents of Asia
heard the word of the Lord, both Jews and Greeksts(19:10).%* Epaphras likely
traveled to Ephesus, responded to Paul's proclamafithe gospel, and returned to

Colossae to share the good news of Jesus Ghrigaughan suggests that “Paul had

8N. T. Wright, Colossians and Philemoifyndale New Testament
Commentaries, vol. 12 (Grand Rapids: William B.dfeans Publishing Company,
1986), 22.

8Melick, Philippians, Colossians, Philemph62-63. According to Tacitus
(AD 56-AD 117), parts of the Lycus valley, espelgidlaodicea, were destroyed by
earthquake in AD 60-61. Although Colossae is nentioned, it was likely damaged on
the same occasion. Strabo (64/63 BC-ca. AD 24)essty called the whole region a
center of repeated earthquakes, and later Oras\D 375-AD 418) commented that
“in Asia three cities, Laodicea, Hierapolis and @3slae, have fallen by earthquakes.”
O’Brien, Colossians, Philemagrxxuvi.

82Regarding this position, Wright comments, “Thedefbook of Colossians]
indicates that Paul, who seems to have concentoatedajor centres of population, had
not visited the town [Colossae] himself; . . .” ight, Colossians and Philemog2.

830’Brien, Colossians, Philemgrxxvii.

8ESV Study BibleéThe Setting of Colossians”; MelicRhilippians,
Colossians, Philemqri64.
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delegated him [Epaphras] to take the gospel t€thessians® Regarding this
viewpoint, Schreiner argues, “Of course, Paul ditipersonally establish the church at
Colossae, but it is quite probable that one othisorkers, Epaphras (Col 1:7, 4:12),
planted the church under Paul's aedfs.Ih addition, some theorize that the evangelist
and teacher Epaphras planted all three congregatiahe Lycus River valley (Colossae,

Hierapolis, and Laodiced}.

The gospel message and its fruitAs a faithful servant of Jesus Christ,
Epaphras brought the gospel message to the Calossiamunity (v. 7). The Scriptures
testify that the gospel, since the day of its alfiwas “constantly bearing fruit and
increasing” in Colossae as it was in the rest efworld (v. 6). The “gospel fruit” of
salvation also generated a familiar triad of Chaiswirtues—faith (v. 4), love (vv. 4, 8),
and hope (v. 5 Indeed, God’s word came triumphantly to Colossae took a firm
place, forever blessing and shaping the lives bébers.

In view of these Christian graces, the faith tlrdoSsians possessed was a

living faith, a steadfast trust in Jesus Chrisgjrthord and Savior (v. 4). Likewise, their

8Curtis VaughanColossiansin vol. 10 ofThe Expositor’s Bible
Commentaryed. Frank E. Gaebelein and J. D. Douglas (Gramd?: Zondervan,
1996), 84.

%Thomas R. SchreinePaul: Apostle of God’s Glory in Chrigbowners
Grove, IL: IVP Academic, 2001), 39.

87F. F. BruceThe Epistles to the Colossians, to Philemon, artti¢o
EphesiansThe New International Commentary on the New Tasta (Grand Rapids:
William B. Eerdmans Publishing Company, 1984), @Brien, Colossians, Philemgn
xxviii; Vaughan,Colossians83.

8Andrew T. Lincoln,The Letter to the Colossianis vol. 11 ofThe New
Interpreter’s Bible ed. Leander E. Keck (Nashville: Abingdon Pre€9®, 590. See
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love for fellow-believers (v. 4) “in the Spirit” (\8) depicts a godly love “implanted and
fostered within them by the indwelling [Holy] Sgieind uniting them in a living bond®
Concerning their hope, Bruce writes that the Codoss faith and love “are here based
on the hope which is laid up for them in heaven.The hope is theirs here and now; its
fulfillment lies ahead, in the resurrection ag®.et again, one can testify to the truth of
God’s word, “How beautiful are the feet of thoseondring good news of good things”

(Rom 10:15).

Key implications for personal evangelism.Regarding the Colossians 1
passage, the following implications pertain to paes evangelism:
1. One faithful Christian can make a significariteience for the kingdom of God.

2. Spreading the gospel message brings salvationltelievers and generates the
Christian virtues of faith, love, and hope.

3. The gospel has the power to transform a communit

Conclusion
Biblical reflections on personal evangelism havedpiced great truths.
Among many insights, one learns that evangelisnabégthe heart of God before the
creation of the universe. The Old Testament reviwlt the source of world missionary
activity is rooted in God’s call to the nation sfdel. The New Testament reminds the

Christian that the Old Testament mission of redémnptontinues in the New Testament

Rom 5:1-5; 1 Cor 13:13; Gal 5:5-6; 1 Thess 1:3; &rftl Heb 10:22-24 for further
examples of this remarkable triad.

8Bruce, The Epistles to the Colossians, to Philemon, artiecEphesiansi4.
Plbid., 41.
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age. Even today, the believer can remain confidbatit a loving God who desires to
show His glory to the nations.
Nonetheless, biblical reflections on personal eefism, while a critical task
for the Christian and the church, are not enougkntal ascent to the truths of Scripture
is not sufficient in and of itself. The Bible sayBaith, if it has no works, is dead” (Jas
2:17). Personal evangelism must not only livehmmind but also in the heart and hands
of believers. The gripping words of the outstagdfuritan pastor-evangelist Richard
Baxter (1615-1691) serve to disturb my soul:
Is this all thy compassion for lost sinners? Whtiu do no more to seek and to save
them? . .. Shall they die and be in hell beforttvilt speak to them one serious
word to prevent it? Shall they there curse theeter that thou didst no more in
time to save them?” Such cries of conscience aitg dnging in my ears, though,
the Lord knows, | have too little obeyed them. How can you choose, when you
are laying a corpse in the grave, but think withingelves, “Here lieth the body; but

where is the soul? And what have | done for itpleeit departed? It was part of
my charge; what account can | give oft?

IRichard BaxterThe Reformed Past¢€arlisle, PA: The Banner of Truth
Trust, 1999), 17.
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CHAPTER 3
THEORETICAL AND PRACTICAL ISSUES
IN PERSONAL EVANGELISM

This chapter is multi-faceted, taking a mosaicrapph by tackling several
theoretical and practice issues in personal evamedo as to develop a greater
knowledge base for the research phase. It addréssterical wisdom, spiritual warfare,
witnessing obstacles, evangelism models, accouiyabsues, and statistical realities.
Of particular interest is the coupling of persoeangelism with the doctrines of the
application of redemption. The primary strategytfos design is the conviction that
Christians educated in these particular areasporéer of salvation, will develop the

capacity to become better evangelists through aegreinderstanding of redemption.

Historical Insights in Personal Evangelism
What can two thousand years of church historyhtescabout evangelism?
What are some of the major insights one can gleBm3 section features a cursory view
of the history of evangelism, looking especialhyhetorical figures that gave a priority to

personal evangelism.

As one can imagine, there are numerous books, lhasvearious formats and
emphases, for reviewing church history. Howevelptars have published surprisingly
few works focused specifically on the history ofagelism. In his bookvangelism: A
Concise HistoryTerry summarizes the main currents in 2,000 yebgospel
proclamation. This very helpful work provides ttege material and basic format for
much of the following discussion on historical egalism. See John Mark Terry,
Evangelism: A Concise Histo(ilashville: Broadman & Holman Publishers, 1994).
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Jesus the Evangelist (ca. 5 BC-ca. AD 30)

Terry writes, “The history of evangelism [propeddan with the birth of Jesus
Christ, the Evangel®” Jesus used several different approaches to coinaterthe gospel
message. The Scriptures show that He engageadsona evangelism as one of these
methods. For example, He made the effort to talk Wicodemus (John 3:1-21), the
woman at the well (John 4:1-42), and the thiefl@ndross (Luke 23:39-43) regarding
eternal life. Although Jesus ministered to theseasHe never lost sight of the
individual and his or her need for redemptfon.
Evangelism in the New Testament Church
(AD 30-AD 100)

The book of Acts explains how the New Testamentahuempowered by the
Holy Spirit, embraced the evangelistic commandnoédesus (Matt 28:18-20) and
became “[His] witnesses both in Jerusalem, andl Budea and Samaria, and even to the
remotest part of the earth” (Acts 18\While the infant church employed various
methods to spread the gospel, numerous illustmtdpersonal witnessing encounters
exist in the New Testament. Philip’s conversatioti the Ethiopian eunuch (Acts 8:26-

39) and Paul’s witness to Sergius Paulus on Cy#aots 13:4-12) are two vivid

examples.

“Terry, Evangelism3.
%bid., 3-14.

*In his bookThe Master Plan of Evangelist@oleman does an extraordinary
job of capturing how Jesus trained His disciplesaioy on His ministry and build His
church. See Robert E. Colemdine Master Plan of Evangelisf@rand Rapids: Fleming
H. Revell, 1993).

*Terry, Evangelism15-28.
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Evangelism in the Ancient Church
(AD 100-AD 500)

The evangelistic thrust of the ancient church idelliitinerant missionaries
(e.g., Pantaenus, Philaster, Patrick of Irelan@sionary bishops (Irenaeus, Gregory
Thaumaturgos, Ambrose), lay missionaries (Frumepticatechetical schools (Origen),
literary evangelism (Justin Martyr), public testinies (Polycarp’s martyrdom),
monasticism (Hilarion, Ninian), household evangelisind social service.Terry
observes, “The great missionary itinerants anddpslitarried the banner of Christ, but it
remained for the rank-and-file Christians to makestof the contacts and conversions.”
Evangelism in the Middle Ages
(AD 500-AD 1500)

The major force of evangelism during the Middle Ages monasticism
(Benedict). Missionaries also made a great impaathurch expansion (Boniface,
Francis of Assisi). Rulers were yet another fdozeevangelistic progress (Charlemagne,
Vladimir). However, the concept of evangelism deohsignificantly during the Middle
Ages. In the New Testament era, evangelism inebbanvincing individuals to accept
Jesus Christ as their Savior and Lord, while inNthedle Ages evangelism focused

primarily on incorporating people into the churendinance of baptisn?).

®John Mark Terry, “The History of Missions in theraChurch,” in
Missiology: An Introduction to the Foundations, téiy, and Strategies of World
Missions ed. John Mark Terry, Ebbie Smith, and Justiceeksdn (Nashville: Broadman
& Holman Publishers, 1998), 166-82. TefBvangelism29-44.

Terry, “The History of Missions in the Early Churchi82.
®Terry, Evangelism45-56.
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The Roman Catholic Church became increasing coduning the later
Middle Ages, and God raised certain leaders andpg®o begin reform. Some of the
harbingers to the Protestant Reformation were Retddo (ca. 1140-1217) and the
Waldenses, John Wycliffe (1329-1384) and the LdBaand Jan Hus (1373-1415) and
the Hussites. These movements made one veryisgmticontribution to evangelism—
they sought to communicate the gospel message inghrt language of the people.
Evangelism in the Modern Age
(AD 1500-AD 2000)

The Protestant Reformation challenged the churchawe toward a more
biblical Christianity. Martin Luther, Ulrich Zwirlg and John Calvin were three
principal reformers who rediscovered the New Testandoctrine of salvation. They,
along with the Anabaptists, spread the gospel @&hakl to evangelize sixteenth-century
Europe. Later, Richard Baxter, representing EhdRaritanism, demonstrated a highly
effective model for pastoral leadership in evarsgeland church growtl. Pietism
(Philipp Jakob Spener, August Hermann Francke, dazls von Zinzendorf) emerged in
the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries, emph@gersonal conversion and showing
an enthusiasm for evangelist.

Revival in the British Isles (George Whitefield h#inWesley) and the two

Great Awakenings in America (Jonathan Edwards,&gilbennent; Lyman Beecher,

%Ibid., 57-69.

%Timothy K. Beougher, “Richard Baxter (1615-1691)Mbdel of Pastoral
Leadership for Evangelism and Church Growifye Southern Baptist Journal of
Theology6, no. 4 (2002): 4-21.

YTerry, Evangelism71-95.
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Barton Stone) dominated evangelistic activity ia #ighteenth and early nineteenth
centuries. These historical events emphasizedngrmamumber of factors, evangelistic
preaching and conscious personal conversion. Asameichurches of the nineteenth
century made revival meetings their primary evaisgeltool and itinerant evangelists
became an icon within American life (Charles Finrewight Moody). Mass
evangelism prospered in the twentieth century ywrthminent revivalists like Billy

Sunday and Billy Graham, who preached a simplegjaspssage to their crowdfs.

Concluding Thoughts

Following the paradigm of Jesus Christ, Christiaage withnessed for their
Lord and His kingdom throughout the history of tineirch. The ebb and flow of
evangelism across two millennia confirms the ungyassion of God to see the gospel
message proclaimed, redemptive history completsdiHis name exalted among the
nations. Regarding the Great Commission, Rankémlgereminds our generation as
well, “One day we will stand accountable before Gad For God has committed to us
the task of being His witnesses and disciplingrtaions.*® May today’s church be

found an excellent steward of this great trust.

Application of Redemption and Personal Evangelism
How does one train a Christian to become a mgoalida evangelist? Among

many voices and plausible answers, it would seefitable for the believer to have a

2bid., 97-172.

133erry RankinTo the Ends of the Earth: Churches Fulfilling thee&
Commissior{Richmond, VA: International Mission Board, SB@05), 7.
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basic understanding of the whole redemption preeéssn beginning to end, from
election to glorification. To educate a Christiarthe core doctrines of the application of
redemption, i.e., therdo salutisor order of salvation, is strategic, equipping the
individual to become a better evangelist throudinaader understanding of salvatign.
Therefore, this section highlights the order offaibn doctrines and contemplates how
they relate to the task of personal evangelism.

Demarest writes, “Scripture reveals that God &spGhrist’'s objective work
on the cross progressively by the Spirit througlei@es of movements. This has led
theologians to suggest that God purposefully eistadd a definable order of salvatior.”
Leading Christian traditions (Roman Catholic, Lu#tve Arminian, Covenant Reformed,
and Evangelical Reformed) have proposed several @fdsalvation doctrines in a
number of ways® In view of this particular evangelical work, terder of salvation
doctrines will be considered and are identified sequenced as follows: (1) election,
(2) effectual call, (3) regeneration, (4) convensi(b) justification, (6) adoption,

(7) sanctification, (8) preservation, (9) deathd &t0) glorification'’

YThis logic is quickly grasped in the illustratiohasmechanic. The better a
mechanic understands the details and workings ehgime, the more capable he is to
diagnose problems and provide solutions. SimiJdhg better a Christian understands
the details and workings of redemption (order diat#on), the more capable he is to
diagnose problems and provide solutions.

1*Bruce DemaresfThe Cross and Salvation: The Doctrine of G@¢heaton,
IL: Crossway Books, 1997), 36.

18pid., 36-40.

""\Wayne GrudemSystematic Theology: An Introduction to Biblicaldbine
(Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 1994), 670.
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Election

The doctrine of election teaches that God choseesodividuals for salvation
before the foundation of the world. Although cowersial in some Christian circles, the
New Testament strongly supports this theologicaitmm (e.g., Acts 13:48, Rom 8:28-
30, Eph 1:3-6}2 Furthermore, the Westminster Confession of FAlEF, 1646), an
important standard of British and American Reforrtezblogy, states, “By the decree of
God, for the manifestation of his glory, some med angels are predestinated unto
everlasting life.** Grudem agrees, “Election is an act of God betoeation in which he
chooses some people to be saved, not on accoanydbreseen merit in them, but only

because of his sovereign good pleasdfe.”

Relation to personal evangelism.The doctrine of election relates to the task
of personal evangelism in the following ways:

1. The evangelist can expect a certain level ofesgin proclaiming the gospel
message, knowing that God has elected some hearetexnal life.

2. The evangelist can assure the new convert thaghvation is by God'’s desigh.

®The doctrine of predestination (election) origimhteth the controversy
between Augustine (AD 354-AD 430) and Pelagius A&2.360-ca. AD 424). The
debate received fresh momentum in the Reformatiaifléth century) and continues to
the present day. While there are different undedinhgs of election, evangelicals agree
that God initiates and superintends the salvatioogss. The Wesleyan/Arminian and
the Reformed/Calvinist perspectives are the twotroasimon traditions. See Millard J.
Erickson,Christian Theology2™ ed. (Grand Rapids: Baker Books, 1998), 920-4D;, J.
Payne Evangelism: A Biblical Response to Today’s Quest{@wolorado Springs, CO:
Biblica Publishing, 2011), 46-47.

1%Westminster Standards,” BibleWorks §CD-ROM], ed. Michael S.
Bushell and Michael D. Tan (Norfolk, VA: BibleWorkkLC, 2002), WCF 3.3.

2’Grudem Systematic Theolog$70.

“Wayne GrudemChristian Beliefs: Twenty Basics Every Christiaro@ld
Know, ed. Elliot Grudem (Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 2088)81. It should be noted
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Effectual Call
The Bible says, “These whom He predestined, Headed” (Rom 8:30). In
the outworking of God’s purposes for the elect,ddis them effectively to Himself at
the appropriate time. Regarding this call, the WsBHiously declares,
All those whom God hath predestinated unto lifel Hrose only, he is pleased, in his
appointed and accepted time, effectually to cagllhis Word and Spirit, out of that
state of sin and death, in which they are by natorgrace and salvation . . .
determining them to that which is good, and effaltjudrawing them to Jesus Christ:
yet so, as they come most freely, being made \giltip his gracé?
In short, the doctrine of effectual call teaches tiGod the Father, speaking through the
human proclamation of the gospel [in tandem witholy Spirit] . . . summons people

to himself in such a way that they respond in sg¥aith.”?®

Relation to personal evangelism.The doctrine of effectual call relates to the
task of personal evangelism in the following ways:

1. The evangelist must realize that the gospel agesand the Holy Spirit are
indispensible components in the effectual callih@od.

2. The evangelist should not hesitate to procl&iengospel message to all people
everywhere, trusting the effectual call of God tavd the truly elect to Himseff!

that some points under the “Relation to personahgelism” sections within this chapter
represent my own personal reflections and may Imays be supported in the literature.

224\/estminster StandardsBibleWorks WCF 10.1.

ZGrudem,Systematic Theolog$240. There must be a clear differentiation in
terminology between “gospel calling” and “effectgalling.” The former is a general
gospel invitation to all people where the latteamseffective summons to salvation.

*bid., 693; Thomas Nettles, “God’s Purpose of Gra&tection,” inAn
Exposition from the Faculty of The Southern Bagtlstological Seminary on The
Baptist Faith and Message 2Q0£d. Bryan Cribb (Louisville: The Southern Baptist
Theological Seminary, 2001), 19-20.
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Regeneration

Jesus told Nicodemus, “Unless one is born agarahaot see the kingdom of
God” (John 3:3). The doctrine of regeneration kpda this “rebirth.” While
regeneration and conversion are both foundatiangde biblical teaching of salvation,
DeKlavon defines regeneration as “the act of Goavbich he imparts spiritual life
resulting in salvation® Demarest offers a more sophisticated but helpétihition,
“Regeneration is that work of the Spirit at conv@nghat renews the heart and life (the
inner self), thus restoring the person’s intellattuolitional, moral, emotional, and
relational capacities to know, love, and serve G8dMoreover, some theologians (e.g.,
Strong, Erickson) consider regeneration and convess “chronologically simultaneous

events” and yet debate their logical oréer.

Relation to personal evangelism.The doctrine of regeneration relates to the
task of personal evangelism in the following ways:
1. The evangelist must realize that regeneratitinesvork of God—totally.

2. The evangelist must proclaim the gospel cleanky persuasively, trusting in the Holy
Spirit to bring forth new life according to the Wif God?®

*David DeKlavon, “Regeneration,” iin Exposition from the Faculty of The
Southern Baptist Theological Seminary on The Baptagh and Message 2006d.
Bryan Cribb (Louisville: The Southern Baptist Thagical Seminary, 2001), 11-12.

2DemarestThe Cross and Salvatip893.
2"Ibid., 290-91.

2|bid., 306-07; Grudenthristian Beliefs 91-92; GrudemSystematic
Theology 699.
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Conversion
Conversion is the other side of regenerations #n individual’s conscious
response to God'’s offer of salvation. Ericksonte; “Conversion is a single entity that
has two distinguishable but inseparable aspegisntance and faittt> Repentance is
the turning away from sin, and faith is the turntadChrist in trust. Similarly, Grudem
explains the doctrine of conversion as “our willmegponse to the gospel call [here,
specifically the effectual call], in which we simedy repent of sins and place our trust in
Christ for salvation*®
Conversion and regeneration are theological siblifgonetheless, they differ
in a number of important aspects as enumeratedavbelo
(1) Conversion involves a synergism of divine andhan working, whereas
regeneration is strictly a monergistic operation. (2) Whereas conversion is a
sinner’s conscious act of turning to God in pertifarth, regeneration is an
unconscious transformation wrought by the Holy &pir . (3) Conversion generally
occurs over a period of time, whereas regeneraian instantaneous work. (4) If we
consider a secondary use of the term, the conveddibelievers from sin may be
repeated again and again, but regeneration iscmielyi unrepeatable event in a fife.
Relation to personal evangelism.The doctrine of conversion relates to the
task of personal evangelism in the following ways:

1. The evangelist must clearly explain the conceptepentance and faith.

2. The evangelist must call for a personal commiinte Christ as Savior and Lotd.

»Erickson,Christian Theology946.
¥Grudem Systematic Theology09.
¥DemarestThe Cross and Salvatip95.

#bid., 271-73; Payne&vangelism15-16, 18, 23.
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Justification

The Bible says, “These whom He predestined, Hecd#ed; and these whom
He called, He also justified” (Rom 8:30). The dowt of justification addresses “the
fundamental issue of how guilty sinners can be giegliand restored to favor with an
infinitely righteous and just God”® Justification is “God'’s gracious and full acqaitt
upon principles of His righteousness of all sinneh® repent and believer in Christ.
Justification brings the believer unto a relatiapsif peace and favor with God®
Grudem adds, “Justification is an instantaneouasl lagt of God in which he (1) thinks of
our sins as forgiven and Christ’s righteousnedseémnging to us, and (2) declares us to
be righteous in his sight> Significantly, the sole condition of an individisa

justification before God is his repentance andhfaitJesus Christ.

Relation to personal evangelism.The doctrine of justification relates to the
task of personal evangelism in the following ways:
1. The evangelist can proclaim the absolute forgegs of all sins.
2. The evangelist can offer the genuine hope dbrason to God their creator.

3. The evangelist can attest that Jesus bringintma right relationship with Got.

33DemarestThe Cross and SalvatipB45.

¥ Article 4: Salvationjn The Baptist Faith and Messafmn-line]; accessed 6
April 2012; available from http://sbc.net/bfm/bfn@Dasp; Internet.

%Grudem Systematic Theology23.
*Ibid., 732.
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Adoption

Adoption is the work of God whereby He makes thpergant sinner a member
of His family. New believers become children of ting, true sons and daughters in the
household of God. Demarest explains adoptiontes ‘d@ct of grace, logically following
conversion and justification, by which God confensforgiven sinners the status of
sonship. Adoption thus is a soteriological decigiot to be confused with mankind’s

natural sonship given by creatiof!.”

Relation to personal evangelism.The doctrine of adoption relates to the task
of personal evangelism in the following ways:
1. The evangelist may affirm the benefit of spemaimbership into God’s family.

2. The evangelist may emphasize the privilege dhtimate relationship with Got.

Sanctification

Sanctification is “a progressive work of both Gadianan that makes
Christians more and more free from sin and morenaoc like Christ in their actual
lives.”® Christian sanctification is a lifelong processgimning at the point of
regeneration and ultimately completed in heat?efiod takes the primary role in the
moral and spiritual development of His child, equinm every son and daughter with the

indwelling power of the Holy Spirit. The believisrto strive, through the provisions of

%’DemarestThe Cross and SalvatipB76.
38Grudem Christian Beliefs97-98.
*Ibid., 99.

“’sancitification is completed at death (for our spafsl when the Lord returns
(for our bodies). Grudengystematic Theology49.
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God, to overcome sinful ways and become more are imaly in his daily life"* In the
words of Wellum, “Sanctification is a glorious anélcessary part of God’s great work of

salvation for us in Christ Jesus our Lofd.”

Relation to personal evangelism.The doctrine of sanctification relates to the
task of personal evangelism in the following ways:

1. The evangelist can plead with the unbelieverttia life is about far more than food,
clothing, money, and immoral pleasures.

2. The evangelist can communicate to the unbelithesgreat beauty and joy of
sanctification and the Christian lifa.
Preservation
The doctrine of preservation (perseverance) estat all genuine believers in
the Lord Jesus Christ will endure to the end (efrthves, of the age) and be eternally
saved. According tdhe Baptist Faith and Messa@@F&M),
All true believers endure to the end. Those whawd Gas accepted in Christ, and
sanctified by His Spirit, will never fall away frothe state of grace, but shall
persevere to the end. Believers may fall intatlsirough neglect and temptation,
whereby they grieve the Spirit, impair their graaesl comforts, and bring reproach

on the cause of Christ and temporal judgments emsielves; yet they shall be kept
by the power of God through faith unto salvattdn.

“1Grudem Christian Beliefs99-107.

“2Stephen Wellum, “Sanctification,” iAn Exposition from the Faculty of The
Southern Baptist Theological Seminary on The Bapagh and Message 2008d.
Bryan Cribb (Louisville: The Southern Baptist Thegical Seminary, 2001), 15.

3Grudem Systematic Theology58.

*Article 5: God's Purpose of Grac#) The Baptist Faith and Messafmn-
line]; accessed 6 April 2012; available from htgbt.net/bfm/bfm2000.asp; Internet.
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Jesus Himself offers some of the deepest worda@il@agement concerning this matter,
“My sheep hear My voice . . . and | give eternfd to them, and they will never perish;

and no one will snatch them out of My hand” (JoBr2T-28).

Relation to personal evangelism.The doctrine of preservation relates to the
task of personal evangelism in the following wdne evangelist can assure the
unbeliever that God will never abandon His childbem will keep His promise to them of

eternal life™

Death
In the treatment of the application of redemptitvie “doctrine of death”

should also be included. Believer and unbelielike avill experience physical death
(Heb 9:27)—the exception being those who are aliken Christ returns (1 Thess 4:15).
The souls of believers go immediately into God'sgence at death (Luke 23:43), while
the souls of unbelievers go immediately into etepo@ishment (Luke 16:22-24). Death,
Grudem argues, is not a punishment for Christi&uwsr( 8:1) but rather the consequence
of living in a fallen world. God uses the expederof physical death to advance the
process of sanctification, bringing the believeoia closer union with Christ (Rom
8:17)* Concerning the death of both believers and uebets, the WCF testifies,

The bodies of men, after death, return to dust,s@edcorruption: but their souls,

which neither die nor sleep, having an immortalssstience, immediately return to

God who gave them: the souls of the righteous,doian made perfect of holiness,

are received into the highest heavens, where thkgld the face of God, in light and

glory, waiting for the full redemption of their bed. And the souls of the wicked are
cast into hell, where they remain in torments aitelr wlarkness, reserved to the

“*DemarestThe Cross and Salvatip#60-61.
**Grudem Systematic Theolog$10-824.

62



judgment of the great day. . . . At the last daighsas are found alive shall not die,
but be changed: and all the dead shall be raisgditipthe self-same bodies, and
none other (although with different qualities), afnshall be united again to their
souls for ever. The bodies of the unjust shalltHgypower of Christ, be raised to
dishonour: the bodies of the just, by His Spinttaihonour; and be made
conformable to His own glorious body.
Relation to personal evangelism.The doctrine of death relates to the task of
personal evangelism in the following ways:
1. The evangelist must emphasize “an existenceraeiee grave.”
2. The evangelist must affirm the reality of etétifa as well as eternal damnation.
3. The evangelist must proclaim the certainty af rope and eternal life for the
believer—that Jesus Christ is “the way, the tratid the life.*®
Glorification
The Bible says, “These whom He predestined, Be edlled; and these whom
He called, He also justified; and these whom Héfjad, He also glorified” (Rom 8:30).
The doctrine of glorification addresses the firtage in the order of salvation. The
BF&M maintains, “Glorification is the culmination oflgation and is the final blessed

and abiding state of the redeeméd.1t is the “climax of the divine purpose” and

completes the believer's transformation into thage of Jesus Chrigt. The glorified

4l\Westminster StandardsBibleWorks WCF 32.1-3.

“8william Fay and Ralph Hodg&hare Jesus without Feaev. ed. (Nashville:
LifeWay Press, 2008), 48, 74-75; Phillip D. Jenard Tony Paynélwo Ways to Live:
The Choice We All Fad&ingsford NSW, Australia: Matthias Media, 2003)16.

“SArticle 4.

*0F. F. BruceRomansTyndale New Testament Commentaries, vol. 6, edy.
(Grand Rapids: William B. Eerdmans Publishing Compd985), 167.
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state reflects the complete and final victory & @hristian, having fully overcome the
curse of Eden—forevermore. In brief, glorificatitaignifies the full inheritance of the
kingdom of God, complete attainment of everlastifeg and perfect conformity to the

image of Jesus Christ®

Relation to personal evangelism.The doctrine of glorification relates to the
task of personal evangelism in the following ways:
1. The evangelist should stress that one’s dectsiday will shape eternal destiny.

2. The evangelist must stress the eternal hopegtesd to those who are in Christ.

Spiritual Warfare and Personal Evangelism
Spiritual warfare affects personal evangelismocRiming the good news of
Jesus Christ and the kingdom of heaven will pasitice evangelist squarely against the
kingdom of darkness. Therefore, the wise Christdhseek to understand the basic
tenets of spiritual warfare and engage the enertty sufficient armor and prayer.
Commentary follows on five core warfare principlds.the battle, one must always

remember that the glory of God and the souls of arerat stake.

Principle 1: Acknowledge the Battle
Spiritual warfare is, broadly defined, “the confflaf two opposing wills—

namely that of God and His followers versus Satahtds followers.®® Spiritual

>IDemarestThe Cross and Salvatipd69.
*2bid., 480; EricksonChristian Theology1013.

3John Franklin and Chuck LawleSypiritual Warfare: Biblical Truth for
Victory (Nashville: LifeWay Press, 2001), 7.
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conflict is unmistakably present in the pages ef@d Testament (Garden of Eden, life
of Job), in the New Testament (Jesus’ ministry,gagy church), and in two thousand
years of church history (centuries of Christianspeution and martyrdom, the Protestant
Reformation, “Christian” America’s continual mogcay). Arnold writes, “Spiritual
warfare is an integral part of the entire Chrisexiperience. It is a fact of life. To think
that a Christian could avoid spiritual warfareikelimagining that a gardener could avoid

dealing with weeds™ Truthfully said, “The Christian life is a life efarfare.®

Principle 2: Recognize God’s Sovereignty

Scripture plainly teaches God’s omnipotence (sagatg, power). From the
first chapter of Genesis to the final chapter o¥&ation, God is in control as the
supreme ruler of the universe. He is fully capaiflaccomplishing all His holy will. No
creature is above or beyond Him—no angel, no mamlemon. The sovereignty of God
“expresses the fact that nothing is beyond Godimalte interest, control and
authority.®® Christians may have courage in their spirituailés, knowing that “God
causes all things to work together for good to ¢hwko love God, to those who are

called according to His purpose” (Rom 8:28).

*iClinton E. Arnold,3 Crucial Questions about Spiritual Warfaf@rand
Rapids: Baker Books, 1997), 19.

**Tokunboh Adeyemo, “Our Weapons of Warfare, Dialiver Us from Euvil:
An Uneasy Frontier in Christian Missiprd. A. Scott Moreau et al. (Monrovia, CA:
MARC, 2002), 61.

*%James W. SireThe Universe Next Door: A Basic Worldview Catalgfed.
(Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity Press, 1997), 25.
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Principle 3: Avoid an Unhealthy Focus

In his fictional workThe Screwtape Letter€. S. Lewis makes an astute
nonfictional observation, “There are two equal apgosite errors into which our race
can fall about the devils. One is to disbelievéhigir existence. The other is to believe,
and to feel an excessive and unhealthy interetstam They themselves are equally
pleased by both errors . . . [italics added].Simply stated—Christians are to avoid an
unhealthy interest in Satan and the demonic. J#idusnd so should His disciples. Jesus
went about His life and ministry focused upon Gad the kingdom of heaven, dealing
with Satan and his minions only when they presetitethselves. By giving too much
prominence to the prince of darkness and his emkyone “fails to give proper

emphasis to the finished work of Christ and thessr8’

Principle 4: Put on the Armor

The Bible says, “Put on the full armor of God, kattyou will be able to stand
firm against the schemes of the devil” (Eph 6:1A% Christians wrestle against the
forces of wickedness (Eph 6:12), they are to db#mselves with the “gear of God:” (1)
the helmet of salvation, (2) the breastplate ditegusness, (3) the belt of truth, (4) the
shoes of the gospel, (5) the shield of faith, &)dte sword of the Spirit—the word of

God (Eph 6:14-17). Franklin and Lawless refinertiteaning of the armor for us,

°'C. S. LewisThe Screwtape LettefSan Francisco: HarperSanFrancisco,
1996), ix.

**Tommy D. Lea, “Spiritual Warfare and the Missionaiask,” inMissiology:
An Introduction to the Foundations, History, andaBtgies of World Missiongd. John
Mark Terry, Ebbie Smith, and Justice Anderson (Nakh Broadman & Holman
Publishers, 1998), 635.

66



“Putting on the armor means daily living a life g&ng and honoring to God and being a

faithful disciple of Jesus in all areas of lif&.”

Principle 5: Pray without Ceasing

Lawless writes, “Evangelism is more than just atsty, technique, or
program; rather, it is taking the gospel [of ligimfo the kingdom of darkness. To
evangelize is to march into a spiritual batfi.Fervent prayer must fortify this righteous
crusade. Arnold maintains, “Prayer is the headpfitual warfare. . . . Part of spiritual
warfare is the recognition that you are not ablgaar own strength; you need God to
hold you by the hand and fight on your behélf.Believers can never reach people for

Jesus Christ apart from genuine prayer and the poin@od.

Common Obstacles in Personal Evangelism
Why do Christians not witness more often abou fhersonal faith in Jesus
Christ? Believers are often satisfied simply byiting someone to church instead of
inviting them directly to Jesus. Many Christiaravé serious reservations about
evangelism and neglect the revealed will of GodveBal barriers can block the pathway
of those who desire to win the lost to Christ. sT$gction examines some common

obstacles that threaten personal evangelism argptiead of the gospel messége.

*Franklin and LawlessSpiritual Warfare 108.

®Charles E. Lawless, “Spiritual Warfare and Evarsye|i The Southern
Baptist Journal of Theolody, no. 1 (2001): 30.

®lArnold, 3 Crucial Questions about Spiritual Warfads.

®2This work identifies five common obstacles. Theategories are credited to
the writings of Beougher. See Timothy K. Beougl@arercoming Walls to Witnessing
(Wheaton, IL: Billy Graham Evangelistic Associatjdr993).
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Obstacle of Fear

Fear is one of the greatest barriers in persoraigism. The Billy Graham
Evangelistic Association (BGEA) administered a syrgeveral years ago asking those
who attended evangelism training sessions, “Whgbis greatest hindrance in
witnessing?” More than fifty percent of those sy@d said their biggest obstacle was
fear of how the other person would re¥ctrurther, fear can manifest itself in various
ways. Four major types are fear of rejection, tdanadequacy, fear of offense, and fear
of persecutio? Many Christians will struggle with fear regarditig witnessing
encounter but most of these fears are ungroundlbd.believer’s response to fear in

witnessing must be faith, trusting in the power pnalvision of God.

Obstacle of Ignorance

Over 25 percent of those surveyed by the BGEA [jseagraph above, p. 68)
responded that they did not have enough knowlealgbdre the gospel adequately. This
fact generally means one of two things, eitherytaee unclear about the message of the
gospel, or they are uncertain about an appropmiattaod to share the messafe.Both
of these objections are solvable. First, one rolasify the gospel message for the
Christian (holy God, sinful man, the cross). Sel;@ne must choose a method suitable

for the believer to employ. Many are availableeoBgher writes, “There are a variety of

%pid., 7.

®William Fay and Ralph Hodg&hare Jesus without Feaev. ed. (Nashville:
LifeWay Press, 2008), 11.

®BeougherOvercoming Walls to Witnessintg.
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methods. No one particular method is the rightwhen it comes to evangelisiff”
Beyond these basic steps, the words of Spurgegrparticularly true, “The argument
that convinces men of the reality of religion,hat which they gather from the holiness

and earnestness of those who profess to be CHo#itsvers.”’

Obstacle of Apathy

Why do many Christians appear not to care abouspird@ually lost in this
world—whether across the bedroom or across the Beathey seriously contemplate
the exclusivity of Christ (John 14:6, Acts 4:10-82d the horrors of a literal hell (Luke
16:19-31, Rev 14:9-11)? Is there no real compadsiothe lost and dying among the
living? The minimization of two important truthifie doctrine of exclusivity and the
doctrine of hell, serves to dampen evangelistiedem both the Christian and the local
church®® In addition, Stewart argues that “the single tgsiareason we fail to witness is
that we do not possess the compassion of CHfisEacing eternal truths, recognizing the
brevity of life, reading the Bible, befriending tqzeople, and committing to intercessory
prayer are set forth as five avenues toward cuitigagodly compassion in the life of a

believer’®

%Ibid., 20.

®’Charles Spurgeoffhe Soul WinnefGrand Rapids: William B. Eerdmans
Publishing Company, 1963), 115.

®®Thom S. Rainer, “An Interview with Thom Rainefhe Southern Seminary
Magazine (The TIEJ2, no. 2 (2004): 7.

®BeougherOvercoming Walls to Witnessin2g.

O1bid., 30-34.
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Obstacle of Introspection
Believers may be hesitant to witness when thegcefipon the holiness (or
lack thereof) of their lives. They may feel inadatg to share their faith, to declare the
victory of Christ over sin and the joy of the Chias life. However, “If we don’t share
our faith, our friends [the spiritually lost] magwer understand the gospel and may never

"1 \While there are no

have an opportunity to be led by the Holy Spiribadieve.
“perfect witnesses,” simple obedience to the conurtarshare the gospel message gains
favor with God. Bill Bright, founder of Campus Gade for Christ, reminds the
Christian, “Successful witnessing is simply takthg initiative to share Christ in the

power of the Holy Spirit and leaving the resultsGod.”?

Obstacle of Busyness

In today’s world, many Christians are busy. Butv&s Jesus. There were
times in Jesus’ life when ministry demands upon Mieme so great that He did not take
time to eat (John 4:31-35) or sleep (Luke 6:12-18glievers should greatly rejoice that
Jesus was not “too busy” to make that crucialttrierusalem for Passover and thus
tragically neglect His crucifixion responsibilittedesus was obedient to the will of His
Father—period. On the other hand, how many soul€mndure the fiery eternity of hell
because of Christian busyness? One may begiretkthe “curse of busyness”
(misdirected focuses and energies) by taking twairsteps. First, gain a proper

perspective on life. Recall that God made peofdeal. Every person ever created will

"IFay and HodgeShare Jesus without Feak3.

"?BeougherQvercoming Walls to Witnessingl.
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exist forever, either living in heaven with Goddying in hell separated from Him.
Second, work from life priorities. In the econowifyGod, personal involvement in the

Great Commission (Matt 28:18-20) is a high priafity

Contemporary Models for Personal Evangelism

In the early 1990s, Thom Rainer and his reseaamtembarked on a
comprehensive study to locate and examine the effesttive evangelistic churches in
America’* Among their many research findings emerged ti that “effective
evangelism is both relational and confrontatiorfalth other words, it is important to
develop relationships with nonbelievers so théfestlyle witness is possible, but it is
also imperative to confront individuals with thaiohs of Jesus Christ. To this point,
there are numerous models/methods for doing pelrspaagelism. No one particular
method is the “right” one, but “there is a wrongthuel—to sit back and do nothind?”
Five contemporary evangelism models are highligh&ldw and two are selected for use

in this research projechare Jesus without Fealordless Book'’

bid., 43-46.

"“Thom S. RainerEffective Evangelistic ChurchéNashville: Broadman &
Holman Publishers, 1996).

Slbid., 198.

"*Timothy K. BeougherQvercoming Walls to Witnessiifg/heaton, IL: Billy
Graham Evangelistic Association, 1993), 20.

""Featured models and selections are based on dotevection and personal
experience. “Cohort Internet Forum on PersonahBelsm” (discussion completed in
partial fulfillment of the requirements for cour8@524 — Applied Ministry Experience in
Evangelism and Church Growth,IVouisville, KY, 25-29 October 2010), 1-35. As a
matter of note, a typical gospel tract is also rpooated into the workshop protocol.
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Kennedy’s Evangelism ExplosiorModel

D. James Kennedy, a Presbyterian pastor in Flocaolageived and developed
Evangelism Explosio(EE).”® This evangelistic model operates on “the biblamicept
that the church’s primary task is ‘every-membemgelism.” The church, having come
to Christ, is to go for Christ’® The program seeks to motivate and mobilize thelevh
congregation for the purpose of evangelism, and@ages the pastor himself to provide
the personal example and leadership for this t&sker the year€£E has produced
impressive results within the Coral Ridge Preshgte€hurch community (Kennedy’s

church) and has become a very popular evangetiilan the United States as well as

on the international platforf?.

Southern’s Experiencing God’s GracéModel

The Billy Graham School of Missions, Evangelism &idurch Growth at
Southern Seminary produced Eeperiencing God’s Grackooklet® This resource
uses the acronym GRACE to communicate the gospstage (G=God, R=Rebellion,

A=Atonement, C=Conversion, E=Eternal Life). A btaikgospel tract) works well for

8John Mark TerryEvangelism: A Concise HistoiNashville: Broadman &
Holman Publishers, 1994), 192.

D. James. Kenned§vangelism Explosion: Equipping Churches for
Friendship, Evangelism, Discipleship, and Healthpw@h, 4" ed. (Carol Stream, IL:
Tyndale House Publishers, 1996), ix.

8Terry, Evangelism: A Concise Histqr§92-94. Ibid., ix, 217-22.

81Experiencing God’s Gracg ouisville, KY: The Southern Baptist
Theological Seminary, 2004).
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most witnessing experienceBxperiencing God’s Gracis theologically sound and

appeals especially to the more educated indivitfual.

Welch’s FAITH Model

Bobby Welch, pastor of First Baptist Church of Dona Beach, Florida, is the
originator of the FAITH evangelism strate§y LifeWay Christian Resources of the
Southern Baptist Convention markets this model &sraday School outreach plan—
“The FAITH Sunday School Evangelism Strategy i®mprehensive, ongoing
evangelism, ministry, and assimilation strategy Wharks through your Sunday
School.® This method seeks to create a culture of evasmelithin the local church
by equipping and mobilizing Christians in lifestgeangelisnf> FAITH is a complex
personal evangelism model that has enjoyed a ndetagl of success in recent years and

has touched every continent in the wdfid.

Fay’s Share Jesus without Feakodel
William Fay and Ralph Hodge publish&tare Jesus without Feé8JWH in

1997. SJIWFteaches “a natural, nonthreatening way to shargadspel that eliminates

82«Cohort Internet Forum on Personal Evangelism,” 2.

8Bobby H. WelchTestimonies of Giving Your FAITH Aw@yashville:
Executive Committee of the Southern Baptist Coneant2006), 5.

84bid., inside front cover.

8FAITH Evangelisnjon-line]; accessed 10 March 2011; available from
http://www.lifeway.com, e7/shop/?N=4294769673; intd.

8FAITH Planning & Resource Guide (200@&)[on-line]; accessed 10 March
2011; available from http://www.lifeway.com/faitimternet.
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the pressure, the arguments, and the fear of éiftir This method operates on a simple,
three-step process rooted in the biblical philogdplat “success in witnessing is living
out your Christian life, sharing the gospel, angsting God for the result§® The five
diagnostic questions contained within BiVFmodel are excellent. One cohort writes,
“[The questions are] very helpful in making thensaion from general conversations to
evangelistic opportunities. . . . These questi@rsrapidly take a conversation from basic
spiritual inquiry to the point of opening the Stties.™ Share Jesus without Fear

relies heavily on the use of the Bible and the posie¢he Holy Spirit to bring an
unbeliever to Christ. This evangelistic modelilme and very effective, continuing to

bear fruit today for Jesus and His church.

The Wordless BookViodel

Charles Spurgeon, pastor of the Metropolitan Taddenin London, England,
introduced the initial version of tA&ordless Booko his congregation in 1866, crediting
its inception to “an old unnamed minist&f."Over a period of years, this evangelism
model passed through the hands of several Chrsstiacluding well-known personalities

like D. L. Moody, Fanny Crosby, and Amy Carmich&elThis method provides a

8"Fay, Share Jesus without Feaear cover.

83hare Jesus without Fear New TestamBetsonal Evangelism Edition
(Nashville: Holman Bible Publishers, 2007), xiv.

8%Cohort Internet Forum on Personal Evangelism,” 26.

*OChildren’s Ministry Resource Bible: New King Janvession(Nashville:
Thomas Nelson Publishers, 1993), “TWerdless BoakA Colorful Way to Share the
Gospel.”

pid.
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simple, colorful, and memorable way to share thegpgbmessage with children (as well
as adults). It uses the universal language ofrsgiellow=Heaven, Black=Sin,

Red=Blood, White=Salvation, Green=Growth) to tke# biblical story of salvation. The
Wordless Bookemains alive and “has been taken to over 120tcgesraround the world

by missionaries, leading multitudes of boys antsd@ Christ.®?

Accountability and Personal Evangelism
Accountability is an obligation or willingness @ascept responsibility or to
account for one’s actions. The fallen human spiibrazen honesty, does not like this
“ugly word” which painfully prods us along the patdy of life. Nonetheless, experience
teaches that people often perform best in accoiityadiructures. So whether in work,
in school, in church, or even in personal evangelaccountability is important because

it has a way of “getting the job done.”

In the World

Accountability exists as a basic component in therfof society. The typical
business work environment, for example, is rephatk supervisory tiers, assigned tasks,
annual performance reviews, raise incentives, ardination risks for unsatisfactory
behavior—all rooted in the realm of accountabilit/riting for the corporate world,
Dive asserts, “Accountability is vital to organimats for many reasons. Lack of true
accountability causes excessive cost, both econand@sychological, de-motivation in

those who work for the organization, dissatisfattiothose served by it, and sub-

%Ibid.
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optimal performance in general®” Our institutions of education, from elementary
schools to high schools to graduate schools, aelattendance and grades as benchmarks
for personal performance and accountability. Kamnj an associate with Pinnacle
Leadership Associates, further notes, “People ahageether to be accountable in

various walks of life. . . . They become accourgablan employer or business in order

to earn a living and join Alcoholics Anonymous oelght Watchers because they want

to change their habits and live¥.”In the context of accountability, Byrne makes the

unwavering observation that it is “the cornerstofany successful culturé™

In the Church

When Jesus met His first disciples along the shoiréise Sea of Galilee, He
called them to do more than simply leave their betind. His call was an invitation to
be deeply involved in the work of God, to embraothtevangelism and discipleship.
Two thousand years later, Jesus Christ still ¢gatlsziduals to live radical lives that are
wholeheartedly devoted to Him. However, do we finid level of biblical commitment

and accountability to be widespread in the avecigech today?

%Brian Dive, The Accountable Leader: Developing Effective Lesiigr
through Managerial AccountabilitfPhiladelphia: Kogan Page, 2008), 12.

%Bob Allen, “Life Coaching Makes Its Way into Chuesh” Religious Herald:
Newsjournal of the Baptist General Association iofjiviia 184, no. 1 (2011): 6.

%Roger Connors and Tom Smithow Did That Happen? Holding People
Accountable for Results the Positive, PrincipledyMldew York: Portfolio, 2009), i.

*Dennis E. Wingate, “A Pastor’s Reflections—Churchrivbership and
Accountability,” Grace Baptist Church Newsletteluly 2009, 1. Further, Metzger
laments the reality that many Christians today Hawgotten the gospel message and
their responsibility to communicate it accuratedge Will MetzgerTell the Truth: The
Whole Gospel to the Whole Person by Whole Pe8fled. (Downers Grove, IL:
InterVarsity Press, 2002), 11.
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Research by the Barna Group sheds some lighteola¢k of commitment and
accountability among Christians today. A recenitomal survey discovered that “only
5% [of professing adult believers] indicated thedit church does anything to hold them
accountable for integrating biblical beliefs anihpiples into their life.?” A genuine
Christian worldview regarding “biblical beliefs apdnciples” must certainly include the
practice of personal evangelism. George Barnaesigghat the lack of accountability
within churches is driven by two key factors: (@adlership’s reluctance to initiate any
type of confrontation and conflict with congregarasd (2) the American ideology of
militant autonomy (freedom and privacy) makes thecept of personal accountability,
even in religious matters, “inappropriate, antigaa@nd rigid.*

In spite of leadership tensions or American idggldhere must be a deeper
emphasis on accountability in the area of persemahgelism. Beougher concurs: “We
need to recover a Great Commission perspectiveanaary believer accepts his/her
responsibility to be involved in witnessing’.” Pastors (and other church leaders) must
teach their congregations to share the gospel. édery classroom training in itself is
rarely enough. Few people will move beyond thigmpon their own volition. Many
times the classroom seems to be both the begimmddhe ending of evangelistic vigor.

To counter this problem, leaders must build anctiffe accountability structure within

National Study Describes Christian Accountabilitp®ded by Churchesl
[on-line]; accessed 11 March 2011; available fratp:Hiwww.barna.org, congregations-
articles/454-study-describes-christian-accountgbilnternet.

%lpid., 2.

*Timothy K Beougher, “Personal Evangelism for thetXentury, The
Southern Seminary Magazine (The TTR2) no. 2 (2004): 11.
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their training efforts that thrust a Christian begdhe church walls. Indeed, pastors must
move believers from the classroom to the diningnmeath the message of Christ.
In summation, Charles Finney, nearly two hundreary ago, spoke insightful
words of truth regarding evangelistic accountagilit
It is the great commission of every Christian teesaouls. People often complain
that they do not know how to handle this matteet these same people have never
taken the time to qualify themselves for the wolfkpeople were as careless in
preparing themselves for their worldly businesthay are to save souls, how do
you think they would succeetf?
Vital Statistics and Personal Evangelism
Jesus Christ, our Lord and Savior, did not stwfeen He commanded the
Eleven, as representatives of His church, to “Gbraake disciples of all the nations”
(Matt 28:19). Nor did He hesitate to remind thenthie moments prior to His ascension
that they were to be “[His] witnesses . . . evethsremotest part of the earth” (Acts
1:8). Two thousand years later, the Christian th@aintains an obligation to ask the
critical question, “How are we doing with the evahstic component of Jesus’ Great
Commission imperative?” In other words, “How ma@lyristians routinely share their
faith and the gospel message with the spiritualsy in this world?” and “What are the

reasonable expectations for effective trainingamnspnal evangelism?” In this section,

statistics help answer these questions and pstsebéearch into better perspectife.

1%charles G. Finne\Experiencing RevivglSpringdale, PA: Whitaker House,
2000), 110.

10%y/jtal statistics” in this context does not referthe common pool of data
related to births, deaths, marriages, health, ssehde. Rather, it refers to facts and
information considered to be extremely importanthe realm of personal evangelism.
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Local Church Evangelism

The pastor must make personal evangelism a priofibhe church needs to
observe this pattern in his life. If the pastona living a lifestyle of evangelism, then it
is unlikely that the church will either. During nsgven-year tenure as the current pastor
(2005-2012), | have led twenty-five individualsaccept Christ through one-on-one
personal evangelism efforts. Others have comadwvklesus as a result of my pulpit
ministry. While these numbers are a start, thbogilsl be more. The pastor must
increase his personal commitment and accountabalitiris end.

The lack of evangelistic zeal is a root problenhimtthe Grace Baptist Church
populace. The congregation has experienced numemuortunities for evangelism
training (minimal response), is familiar with evatigtic preaching, prays for “the lost to
be saved,” and will embrace typical pre-evangebstivities. Many congregants realize
that evangelism is surely God’s will, but theylsgisist any engagement in true biblical
evangelism. To my current knowledge, only a coupleérch members have directly led
a spiritually lost person to a saving relationshifh Jesus Christ over the past seven
years'? Undeniably, there is a great chasm separatinghilronviction and personal

practice.

Associational Evangelism
The Henry County Baptist Association (HCBA), whomaGe Baptist is a

member, is located in southern Virginia. It hastal membership of thirty-one Southern

192This statement is based on long-term observationgawith the lack of
personal testimonies to this effect from individuaithin the Grace Baptist community.
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Baptist churches representing approximately twiéteeisand individual¥”® The
association has a special Evangelism ACTeam gppavide its churches with support
in advancing their task of evangelism. Specificalhe team exists to be a stimulus and a
resource for HCBA evangelistic endeavors. | seagdeam Leader of this unit for three
years (2007-09).

As part of the Evangelism ACTeam thrus§laare Jesus without Feé€8JWH
evangelistic training opportunity was offered ta agsociational churches in September
2007. All 31 HCBA congregations were strongly ameged to participate. Eleven
churches took part in this training, with an averatiendance of 25 people per session (4
sessions total). This response reflects roughéytbird of the associational churches and
about two-tenths of one percent (0.2) of its mersiier>*

The Evangelism ACTeam provided anotBaiWFevangelistic training event
for our associational churches the following yesgdtember 2008). Once again, all 31
HCBA congregations were strongly encouraged ta@pate. The team vigorously
promoted this event among the churches (persottatdee-mails, bulletin inserts, etc.
sent to pastors, staff, and church administrationkhe end, only 7 HCBA churches
attended the training. While 17 individuals eredlin the course, the weekly attendance
averaged 12 persons. This second response rafbeggsly one-fourth of the

associational churches participating and abouttentt of one percent (0.1) of its

1%Henry County Baptist Association Annual Repb#" Session (Martinsville,
VA: Henry County Baptist Association, 2010), 48.

1%Henry County Baptist Association Annual Repb&" Session (Martinsville,
VA: Henry County Baptist Association, 2008), 6-7.
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membershig? These two associational-wide evangelistic trajréments signal a lack

of enthusiasm for evangelism among Henry CountytiBisp

National Evangelism

According to a 2004 Barna Group study, 55 percébbm again adults
“claimed to have shared their faith in Christ watimon-Christian during the prior twelve
months.*® A second Barna survey conducted two years lafgarted, “Six out of ten
Christians [60 percent] claim to have shared theliefs about Jesus with someone
whom they knew believed differently>” The study further states that these findings
have remained relatively constant over the pasadi=c A third Barna survey (2002-03)
concludes, “Nearly 50 million born again adults fimerica] . . . shared their faith in

Jesus Christ with non-believers during the past.y¥a This last report suggests that

1%Henry County Baptist Association Annual Repbd” Session (Martinsville,
VA: Henry County Baptist Association, 2009), 5.

1%survey Shows How Christians Share Their F4it8 [on-line]; accessed 11
March 2011; available from http://www.barna.orgiizaupdate/article/5-barna-
update/186-survey-shows-how-christians; InterfiBbrn again Christians” are defined
in Barna surveys as people who say they have nagersonal commitment to Jesus
Christ that is still important in their life todaghd who also indicate they believe that
when they die they will go to heaven because tlasae ltonfessed their sins and have
accepted Jesus Christ as their Savior. Furthegrtoreist be noted that “sharing their
faith” included all-important but yet “pre-evangsic” activities like crisis praying with
non-believers, lifestyle evangelism prerequisif&s;ratic evangelism techniques, and
event-oriented outreach strategies—many probaldit sii actual gospel proclamation.

9Five Out of Seven Core Religious Behaviors Haveelsed in the Past
Decade According to Barna Survdy?2 [on-line]; accessed 11 March 2011; available
from http://www.barna.org, barna-update/article&ra-update/156-five-out-of-seven-
core-religious; Internet.

1%Forty-nine Million Born Again Adults Shared Theiaikh in Jesus in the
Past Yearl [on-line]; accessed 11 March 2011, availabdenfhttp://www.barna.org,
barna-update/article/5-barna-update/125-49-milbom-again-adults-shared; Internet.

81



approximately 20 percent (one-fifth) of Americaa@ult population “evangelizes” the
spiritually lost to some degree. The Barna Groap published data from its numerous
surveys related to religious research since th€4.98

Leaving ecumenical circles and focusing more upaeBtant evangelicalism,
Smith asserts, “Southern Baptist evangelism siegisre grim.**° His statement comes
as the result of a 2005 study by Rainer, an evaaehurch growth expert, who
concludes that empirical evidence demonstrateghieaouthern Baptist Convention
(SBC) is in an “evangelistic crisi$™® These statements mirror realities on the local
church level in Henry County, Virginid! Further, evangelist William Fay states, “In
many years of speaking in churches, | have ramlipnd that more than 10 percent of any
church congregation, regardless of the denominahiad shared their faith in the past
year.? Beougher agrees: “Studies show that over 90 peafeChristians never have

the privilege of leading a lost person to faittOhrist.” 3

19%9james A. Smith, SISBC in ‘evangelistic crisis,” but would be worsé of
without resurgence, study says[on-line]; accessed 11 March 2011; availatbdenfr
http://news.spirithit.com, index/north_america/pisbc_in_evangelistic_crisis; Internet.

1%bid., 1-5. Rainer considers annual total baptisms church baptismal
ratios as reasonable benchmarks for measuring elrsiig effectiveness.

MHenry County Baptist Association Annual RepbH" Session, 48.

M3yilliam Fay and Ralph Hodg&hare Jesus without Feaev. ed.
(Nashville: LifeWay Press, 2008), 4.

3Timothy K. Beougher, “Personal Evangelism for tistXCentury, The
Southern Seminary Magazine (The TTR2) no. 2 (2004): 11.
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CHAPTER 4

PERSONAL EVANGELISM TRAINING

In May 2012, | began the implementation processrfp ministry research
project at Grace Baptist Church (GBCPlans were to initiate the fifteen-week project
on Sunday, August 5, 2012 (Week 1). By the praweeof God, the timing was perfect.
The church, along with its core leadership, wasipgra deeper understanding of God’s
vision for the congregation. After months of foedgray and Bible study, the emerging
vision for the church family included a greater eoitment to evangelism. It was from
this platform that | was able to solicit particijpat from the congregation.

In the context of this work, my objective was te@amplish five goals that |
believed would fortify the evangelistic thrust betchurch. They were: (1) increase
biblical knowledge, (2) improve evangelistic sk{B) initiate personal accountability, (4)
proclaim the gospel, and (5) strengthen pastoaaldeship in the area of evangelism and
church growttf. The first four goals applied specifically to fharticipants while the fifth

goal was personal, addressing my need to growgeran the graces of Christ.

'With a view toward writing chapter 4, | also estshéd a handwritten lab
journal to capture the important day-to-day detailthe research phase.

?| deliberately chose these goals to develop tHewiimg traits in the lives of
test group participants: Goal 1 = motivation anthpetence, Goal 2 = confidence, Goal
3 = performance, and Goal 4 = obedience. GoabBeaded my leadership cultivation.
Collectively, these objectives work to intensifgtavangelistic force of the church.
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Research Grid
The Bible says, “A cord of three strands is natkjy torn apart” (Eccl 4:12).
In keeping with this fundamental truth, the reshamject rested on the premise that
personal evangelism grows stronger with the brgidinthree components: (1) biblical
knowledge, (2) evangelistic skill, and (3) perscaadountability. In fact, this basic
strategy in training believers to evangelize draygeat deal of the research design.
Table 1 highlights the specific fifteen-week praje@p, consisting of fifteen classroom

sessions (ninety minutes each) focusing on seledpécts of evangelism and salvation.

Table 1. Research grid

Week # Format Subject Notes
1 Lesson 1 Great Commission Pre-Testing; OT ISNiEIChurch
2 Workshop 1 Personal Testimony, A-Conversion, Bevecy
3 Lesson 2 Election
4 Workshop 2|  Evangelism Training SIWEF, 2-\WB, 3-GT
5 Lesson 3 Effectual Call
6 Workshop 3| Role-Playing Exercises Witnessingn3teons
I Lesson 4 Regeneration E-report 1 Due
8 Workshop 4 “Perfecting” Aggregate, Miscellaneous
9 Lesson 5 Conversion
10 Lesson 6 Justification
11 Lesson 7 Adoption E-report 2 Due
12 Lesson 8 Sanctification
13 Lesson 9 Perseverance
14 Lesson 10 Death
15 Lesson 11 Glorification Post-Testing; E-repoRie

Note: OT = Old Testament; NT = New Testame®idWF= Share Jesus without Fear
WB = Wordless BoakGT = Gospel Tract; E-report = Evangelism Repdithe words
“week” and “session” are often synonymous termthis research project.

The eleven lessons functioned to increase bibkicalvledge in specific areas,

the four workshops to improve evangelistic skiiddahe three evangelism reports to
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establish and maintain personal accountabilityrttfeu, the project design utilized both a
test group and a control group. While the tesugrneas involved in weekly evangelism
training, the control group functioned preciselytl@s name suggests—an external project
control for the study. The control group servednianitor any significant change in
theological knowledge or personal evangelistic baltahat may have occurred within

the church yet external to this project duringshene prescribed period of time. |
matched the control group as closely as possiblleetdest group based on physical and
spiritual attributes, including age, sex, and maturThe involvement of these persons

was limited to completing a pre-project and posijgut survey.

Enlistment of Participants
In order to maximize the fifteen-week researchqukrl recruited all
participants before Week 1. Selection of partistpacame from those individuals who
responded to a church-wide invitation to partiogatthis project along with several
personal petitions to individuals who seemed paldity qualified for this training. E-
mails, bulletin inserts, flyers, public appealsd grersonal invitations were the five

primary channels used to solicit project involvemen

E-mail

The first call for enlistment of project particigarcame as an appeal to our
church leadership. Grace Baptist has two tiexshafch leadership, known as the Grace
Baptist Church Leadership Team (GBC-LT) and thec&Baptist Church Deacon Body
(GBC-D)—collectively identified as the Grace Bapthurch Core Group (GBC-C). On

May 22, 2012, | sent an e-mail to the GBC-C ingttheir participation in the research
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project (Appendix 3). On June 19, 2012, | seré@ad e-mail to the entire Grace

Baptist adult congregation, also inviting them &stizipate in the research projéct.

Bulletin Insert
| created a church bulletin insert appropriatecimmgregational solicitation
(Appendix 4). The insert was placed into the GR@&y morning worship bulletin for

three consecutive weeks (Sunday, June 3; Sundag,1ly and Sunday, June 17, 2012).

Flyer

| created a promotional flyer appropriate for camgational solicitation
(Appendix 5). Copies of this flyer were postedrid-June on most all exterior church
doors in addition to our central church bulletiralb (high traffic area) until Thursday,

June 28, 2012.

Public Appeal

| made a public appeal from the pulpit on Sundaymmg, June 3, 2012, for
our congregation to consider personal involvemerihé research project. Further, |
made a second appeal to the Grace Baptist Chuneh@woup (GBC-C) during the

course of a church leadership meeting on Sundang 10, 2012.

Personal Invitation
Nearing the end of June 2012, my efforts to sofiaiticipants for the project

resulted in the enlistment of seven volunteergHertest group portion of the research. |

%Entire” is defined as all persons within my conggéion (19 years old and
above) who have active e-mail accounts, roughlp&@ent of the adult population.

86



realized at this point that my extensive promotibad now exhausted the “volunteerism”
within the congregation. With the project delindit® the training of a maximum of
twelve individuals, | still had some room for reitnoent. Therefore, | took a hard look at
persons within our church family who had an evaisgelzeal or who were growing
strong in their faith. | extended personal inv@as to three individuals, all of whom
accepted my petition to join the research. THisregrew the test group to ten adult
participants.

A second wave of personal invitations was necegsasyder to establish the
control group segment of the research. On JuR022, | contacted ten individuals and
requested their help (Appendix 6). Each persoeeyto participate in the study. | was
careful to match the control group as closely assjide to the test group as outlined in

the research design. By July 20, 2012, all prgpacticipants were in place.

Participant Profiles

Consistent with the fundamental thrust of thiseesh as captured in the
project title, “Training Believers in Personal Egatism at Grace Baptist Church,
Ridgeway, Virginia,” all participants were born-agaelievers and covenant members of

the churcH’. Table 2 gives a basic profile of the ten tesugrparticipants. A brief

“There is one exception to this statement. Onécj@ant in the test group was
not formally a church member at GBC. This persas énchored herself firmly within
our congregation for several years, but she hagetaequested church membership.
Further, GBC has two levels of membership—CoveMerbership and WatchCare
Membership. Covenant Membership requires the sggaf a church covenant and the
recommendation of the deacon body and carriesiwigtl the rights, privileges, and
responsibilities thereof.” WatchCare Membership &pecial category of church
membership reflecting the ideas of both “watch” arate.” It is designed to nurture
individuals in the ways of God to prepare themrémponsible covenant membership.
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Table 2. Profile: test group participants

ID Age (years) Sex Christian (yedrs)
T-101 50-59 Female More than 25
T-102 40-49 Female 1-5
T-103 50-59 Female More than 25
T-104 70 or above Female More than 25
T-105 70 or above Male More than 25
T-106 50-59 Male More than 25
T-107 20-29 Male 21-25
T-108 60-69 Female More than 25
T-109 60-69 Male More than 25
T-110 50-59 Female More than 25

%Christian (years)” reflects participant responséite question, “How long have you
been a Christian?”

survey of this group yields the following obsereas: (1) 80 percent of participants were
50 years old or above, (2) good ratio existed betweale and female, and (3) 80 percent
of participants have been a Christian for more @f&years. Likewise, Table 3 gives a
basic profile of the ten control group participangsbrief survey of this group yields the
following observations: (1) 70 percent of participawere 50 years old or above, (2)
good ratio existed between male and female, and(Q®ercent of participants have been

a Christian for more than 25 yeats.

Pre-Project Survey

Each research participant completed a pre-prsjastey (Appendix 7). This

°In keeping with principled research and sound sthio participant is
identified by personal name in this study. Indiatk are tracked by an alphanumeric
system. The written promise to each person wds'ang information you provide will
be heldstrictly confidential and at no time will your name be reported, orrytame
identified with your responses.” This commitmexnfirm and holds true for all data.
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Table 3. Profile: control group participants

ID Age (years) Sex Christian (yedrs)
C-101 60-69 Female More than 25
C-102 20-29 Male 6-10
C-103 70 or above Female More than 25
C-104 40-49 Female More than 25
C-105 50-59 Male More than 25
C-106 50-59 Male More than 25
C-107 20-29 Male 16-20
C-108 50-59 Female More than 25
C-109 60-69 Male More than 25
C-110 60-69 Female 16-20

%Christian (years)” reflects participant responséite question, “How long have you
been a Christian?”

survey functioned to assess the participants’ alpiovolvement in personal evangelism

and to gauge theological knowledge relevant tespexific areas of future instruction.

Test Group

In order to prepare the test group for the upcgmasearch, | sent a letter of
instruction and encouragement to them (Appendixrng)) included the pre-project
research instrument. The completed pre-projesteswwvas due back to me by Sunday,
August 5, 2012 (start of Week 1). Appendix 9 higihls the pre-project personal
evangelism background of the test group gathered the survey, while Appendix 10
contains the overall pre-project survey respongethe group regarding their beliefs,
practices, and experiences. Further, Appendixfflsoa more selective view of
participants’ response sorted by the three compsradrspecial interest: (1) biblical

knowledge, (2) evangelistic skill, and (3) perscaatountability.
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Control Group

In order to prepare the control group for the upitw research, | also sent a
letter of instruction and encouragement to themp@mulix 12) and included the pre-
project research instrument. The completed prgeprsurvey was due back to me by
Sunday, August 5, 2012 (start of Week 1). LikewAsgpendix 13 highlights the pre-
project personal evangelism background of the cbgtoup gathered from the survey,
while Appendix 14 contains the overall pre-projgatvey responses for the group
regarding their beliefs, practices, and experienéggpendix 15 offers a more selective
view of participants’ response sorted by the tlw@@ponents of special interest in this

study: (1) biblical knowledge, (2) evangelisticlskand (3) personal accountability.

Prayer Support

Any serious effort to train the people of God waergelism and to expand the
kingdom of heaven will certainly encounter resisgafrom the prince of darkness.
Beyond my personal prayers as pastor and the demwaseers of the project participants,
| believed it necessary to fortify this work wittditional prayer. On July 22, 2012, |
requested focused prayer from our GBC Prayer Wartfoough our church’s Director
of Prayer, asking that special requests be offepefibr the success of the D.Min. project.
Additionally, | organized prayer partnerships begwéhe two groups of participants and
developed a prayer grid especially for the testgroThis design gave each test group
member the prayer support from another participatitin the test group as well as one

member from the control group. Appendix 16 highigythe prayer configuration.
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Discipleship Lessons

The fifteen-week research period contained eléessons designed to increase
biblical knowledge among the test group participdiiable 1). The lessons focused on
theological areas regarding the Great Commissidrtla® order of salvation doctrines.
The sessions incorporated a classroom environnmehivare interactive in nature. Each
discipleship lesson itself lasted roughly sixtyseventy-five minutes, embedded within a
larger participant learning experience containiothlpre- and post-lesson activities.

The first D.Min. session (with embedded Lessoneham on Sunday, August
5, 2012° Lesson 1 focused on the Great Commission prametamked purposely at Old
Testament Israel in relation to the New Testambuatah (Appendix 17). The lesson
content challenged participants to consider whedhmrssion to the nations is exclusively
a New Testament concept. | championed the trahNlew Testament Christians are to
be a continuation of God’s mission to show His ghar the nationg. The core objective
of this lesson was to develop an increased unaulisig of the biblical mandate for
personal evangelism. Furthermore, a weekly pastige outline was e-mailed to test
group members within twenty-four hours of clasgréy reinforcing lessons and
reminding them of assignments.

Lesson 2 began a series on ten order of salvatiotrides(ordo saluti3. This

lesson focused upon the principle of election (Apujpe 21). | defined election as God’s

°All fifteen D.Min. project sessions were scheduledSundays at 6:00 PM
with abbreviated make-up sessions available offoll@ving Thursdays at 7:00 PM.

'See Appendices 19 and 41. Also, Walter C. Kaieission in the Old
Testamen{Grand Rapids: Baker, 2000); Stephen A. Rhodédsre the Nations Meet:
The Church in a Multicultural Worl@Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity Press, 1998).
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choice of those who will be sav@dSeveral pertinent biblical texts were then exegyet
(Acts 13:48, Rom 8:29-30, Eph 1:3-6, 2 Tim 1:9, &aV 13:8). Discussion ensued
regarding the legitimate tensions between God'&sagnty and man’s free will along
with the basic understanding that election remaipart of the mystery of God. The core
objective of this lesson was to help participamdarstand the doctrine of election and its
implications for personal evangelism.

Lesson 3 highlighted the doctrine of effectual ¢Albpendix 26). | discussed
further the biblical sequencing of salvafiand defined effectual call as an act of God in
which He speaks through the human proclamatiohefjbspel to summons people to
Himself in such a way that they respond in savaithf® Distinctions were made
between the general gospel call and the effecalbt’c | stressed that the activity of the
Holy Spirit and proclamation of the gospel messageindispensable components in the
calling of God. The core objective of this lessaas to help participants understand the
doctrine of effectual call and its implications fegrsonal evangelism. At this point
(Session 5), the class gained considerable momearanspiritual warfare increased.

Lesson 4 covered the topic of regeneration (Appef@d). This doctrine

speaks of rebirth, described as an act of God bghwHe imparts spiritual life resulting

%Wayne GrudemSystematic Theology: An Introduction to Biblicaldirine
(Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 1994), 670.

%Ibid.; Bruce Demaresfhe Cross and Salvation: The Doctrine of God
(Wheaton, IL: Crossway Books, 1997), 36-44; andavl J. EricksonChristian
Theology 2" ed. (Grand Rapids: Baker Books, 1998), 901-1032.

YGrudem,Systematic Theologg240.
The gospel call is a general gospel invitationltpeople that comes through

the human proclamation of the gospel. Ibid., 1243.
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in salvation.*? Several important dimensions of regeneration wererscored, e.g.,
totally a work of God, its instantaneous and mystex nature, and the results that must
follow. The core objective of this lesson was &phparticipants understand the doctrine
of regeneration and its implications for personalrgelism.

Lesson 5 concentrated upon conversion (Appendix Z8yistian conversion
was characterized here as a voluntary respon$e tgaspel call (more specifically, to
the effectual call) in which an individual sincereépents of sin and places his or her
trust in Jesus Christ for salvatibh.| took extra care to explain the terms repentamze
faith within a biblical context. | taught that gene repentance is a heartfelt sorrow for
sin and a commitment to forsake it and walk in eéece to Christ (180° turn), while
saving faith is a sincere trust in Jesus Christdagiveness of sins and eternal life. The
core objective of this lesson was to help participainderstand the doctrine of
conversion and its implications for personal evéisge

Lesson 6 dealt with the topic of justification (Apmlix 29). | explained the
doctrine of justification as God’s full acquittdl ginners and addressed the essential issue
of how guilty persons are restored to favor witiigateous and just God. Discussion
flowed around the truth that the person and worlesius Christ is the only ground for an

individual’s justification—and that justificatios by faith alone. The core objective of

?David DeKlavon, “Regeneration,” iin Exposition from the Faculty of The
Southern Baptist Theological Seminary on The Baptagh and Message 2006d.
Bryan Cribb (Louisville: The Southern Baptist Thagical Seminary, 2001), 11-12.

3Grudem,Systematic Theology09.

“Article 4: Salvationjn The Baptist Faith and Messaf@n-line]; accessed 6
April 2012; available from http://sbc.net/bfm/bfn@Dasp; Internet. Bruce Demarest,
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this lesson was to help participants understanddcg&rine of justification and its
implications for personal evangelism. The groups atientive and striving to leatn.

Lesson 7 focused upon the principle of adoptionp@ulix 31). | described
adoption as the work of God in which He confersepentant sinners the status of
sonship, thereby making them a member of His faffilPersonal relationships were
stressed, emphasizing the importance of them a@magand His people (the church). |
also accentuated the many privileges of adoptitmtime kingdom of heaven. The core
objective of this lesson was to help participamtdarstand the doctrine of adoption and
its implications for personal evangelism.

Lesson 8 highlighted the doctrine of sanctificatippendix 33). | taught that
sanctification starts at rebirth and is a lifelopgygressive work between God and man in
which Christians become more and more free fronrasthmore and more like Christ in
their daily lives!’ They grasped the concept that sanctificatiomispleted at death (for
our souls) and when the Lord returns (for our bsfi® We spent a generous amount of

time in class exploring both Old and New Testanparsisages that taught specific truths

The Cross and Salvation: The Doctrine of GQé¢heaton, IL: Crossway Books, 1997),
345.

1°At the close of this lesson, one participant (T 1€@8mmented privately to
me that he now wants to serve Jesus much deepaudmehe has come to realize how
much the Lord did to save him (in light of the ardésalvation doctrines).

%DemarestThe Cross and SalvatipB76.

""Wayne GrudemChristian Beliefs: Twenty Basics Every Christiarn@ld
Know, ed. Elliot Grudem (Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 2009)

8Grudem,Systematic Theology49.
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regarding sanctificatioff. The class seemed to enjoy this extended peritichef
working through the word of God. The core objeetof this lesson was to help
participants understand the doctrine of sanctieaand its implications for personal
evangelism.

Lesson 9 covered the topic of perseverance (prasemy”° addressing the
proverbial question of whether a born-again beli@an lose his or her salvation
(Appendix 34). |taught that the doctrine of preséion asserts that all genuine believers
in the Lord Jesus Christ will endure to the end badternally saved. | brought out
some of the sure promises of God found in the 8oes (e.g., John 6:38-40, 10:27-29).
We had helpful conversations regarding the evideonégenuine faith and the peril of
those who fail to continue in the Christian journ&yhe core objective of this lesson was
to help participants understand the doctrine o$@ezrance and its implications for
personal evangelism.

Lesson 10 dealt with the subject of death (Appe@ix | argued that any
plausible journey through the application of redéoypmust include a consideration of
death. There were several participant questiorswae contemplated at length, “Why do

people die in general?” and “Why specifically mGstristians die?” | adopted Grudem'’s

1%0T: Gen 2:3, Exod 13:2, Lev 20:8, Num 8:17, 2 C61&, and Joel 2:16.
NT: John 10:16, Acts 26:18, Rom 6:19, 1 Cor 1:2at 6:9-11, 1 Thess 4:1-7, 1 Thess
5:23, 2 Tim 2:21, Heb 10:10, Heb 12:14, and 1 P2t 1

2%Although sometimes used interchangeably, persewerand preservation
have a fundamental distinction. Perseverance &scupon human effort under God
while preservation emphasizes the providentialgadeding of God.

IArticle 5: God’s Purpose of Grac# The Baptist Faith and Messafmn-
line]; accessed 6 April 2012; available from htgbt.net/bfm/bfm2000.asp; Internet.
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theological position that death is not a punishnienChristians (Rom 8:1) but rather the
consequence of living in a fallen world. Moreow@nd uses the experience of physical
death to advance the process of sanctificationgbrg the believer into a closer union
with Christ (Rom 8:17§2 | explained what the Bible teaches about whapkap to the
souls of men when people die.The core objective of this lesson was to help
participants understand the doctrine of death eniplications for personal evangelism.
Lesson 11 concentrated upon glorification (Apper&8X In this session, |
reviewed the previous nine doctrines on the apiptinaof redemption and then discussed
the tenth and final doctrine on Christian glorifica. | described glorification as “the
culmination of salvation and . . . the final blessad abiding state of the redeemé&h.”
Several Old Testament and New Testament passagesexegeted with the grodp. |
stressed the truth that Christ redeemed us fudly, the whole person—body and soul.
We discussed what future resurrection bodies wbaltlke and that glorification
completes the believer’s transformation into thage of our Lord and Savior Jesus
Christ. The core objective of this lesson wasdlp Iparticipants understand the doctrine

of glorification and its implications for persor@tangelism.

?’Grudem Systematic Theolog$10-24.

>*The souls of believers go immediately into God'ssance (Luke 23:43),
while the souls of unbelievers go immediately ieternal punishment (Luke 16:22-26).
Erickson,Christian Theology1172-90; Grudenthristian Beliefs 108-12; Ronald F.
Youngblood, ed.Nelson’s New lllustrated Bible Dictiongryev. ed. (Nashville: Thomas
Nelson Publishers, 1995), s.v. “Death”; dthell under Fire ed. Christopher W. Morgan
and Robert A. Peterson (Grand Rapids: Zondervaiy)20

AArticle 4: Salvationjn The Baptist Faith and Messafmn-line]; accessed 6
April 2012; available from http://sbc.net/bfm/bfn@Dasp; Internet.

250T: Job 19:25-26: Isa 26:19; and Dan 12:2; NT: J&i25-29: 1 Thess 4:13-
18; and Phil 3:20-21.
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Evangelistic Workshops

The fifteen-week research period contained fourkalwops designed to
improve evangelistic skill among the project papimts, i.e., to train the test group how
to present the gospel message more effectivelyperson-to-person encounter (Table 1).
These tutorials focused on writing personal testii@®, traditional evangelism training,
practical exercises in witness role-playing, artteotelated topics. The workshops
incorporated a classroom environment and weredaotee in nature. Each evangelistic
workshop itself lasted roughly sixty to seventyefiminutes, embedded within a larger
learning experience containing both pre- and paskshop activities.

The first D.Min. workshop began on Sunday, August2012. Workshop 1
focused on the personal testimony (Appendix 4@is¢ussed the prevalence, power, and
parts of the personal testimony as seen in th@tbices. We looked at the apostle Paul's
conversion testimony found in the book of Actspnfravhich we identified three basic
components that could function as a paradigm feiGhristian’s witness to his or her
salvation experience. Two different types of tasinies were examined, the conversion
testimony (salvation) and the recovery testimong.(dereavement, divorce, addiction).
The core objective of this workshop was to helgip@ants understand and develop a
personal testimony.

Workshop 2 concentrated on “traditional” evangelisaning (Appendix
42)2° | aspired to help the test group gain a solid pahension of the true, biblical

gospel message and the genuine pathway to salvaiifb@rwards, | spent time training

?%In this context, “traditional” evangelism trainicfaracterizes the classic,
program-based approach employing standardized metlil@ Share Jesus without Fear
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them at length on how to share this important nggs#tlarough three common methods—
Share Jesus without FeaheWordless Boakand the gospel tract. The core objective of
this workshop was to help participants developearcunderstanding of the gospel
message and gain a working knowledge of three elstig methods.

Workshop 3 submersed participants into role-plagrercises (Appendix 46).
First, | discussed “witnessing transitions” witletgroup, i.e., looking for windows of
opportunity during general, daily conversationsvinich the evangelist may find a portal
to begin a specific conversation related to JesussCand the gospel message. These
types of transitions are often difficult for mani@tians to accomplish. Second, |
introduced a role-playing grid that teamed up pgréints for witnessing in real-life
scenarios (Appendix 47). The role-playing wentyweell and excitement continued to
develop within the clas¥. The core objective of this workshop was to helgtipipants
build evangelistic skill and confidence throughesétd role-playing exercises within a
safe and controlled environment.

Workshop 4 continued to submerse participantserrote-playing exercises
began in Workshop 3 (Appendix 48). | resumed amversion about “witnessing
transitions” and again employed the role-playingrata to strengthen participants for
witnessing in real-life scenarios (Appendix 47)gghegate and miscellaneous items

pertaining to witnessing were also addressed. cbhe objective of this workshop was to

2"l was impressed with the energy and creativity ldiged during the session.
In one role-playing event, for example, two claagipipants were staged as shoppers in
a busy mall. The evangelist approached the otlesop as having just emerged from a
rainstorm to shop. Quickly, she transitioned thewersation from a rainbow in the sky
to the colors in the Wordless Bracelet and immetiidiegan to share the gospel.
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help participants build evangelistic skill and ddehce through selected role-playing

exercises within a safe and controlled environment.

Accountability Formation

There must be a deeper emphasis on responsiaititpuntability) in the area
of personal evangelisff. It is my conviction that pastors (and other chueaders) must
teach their congregations to share the gospel—efédg. Classroom training in itself is
rarely sufficient because few believers will mowybnd this point on their own resolve.
Many times the classroom seems to be “the alphdahendmega” of evangelistic zeal. In
an effort to counter this problem, | drafted ancastability blueprint within the project
training to thrust the test group beyond our chuvelis.

The fifteen-week research period incorporatedetlmecountability tools to
nurture and improve evangelistic engagement amoa@articipants. First, a simple,
one-page Attendance Sheet (Appendix 18) was wlizeekly to remind the group of
expected personal attendance and, at the sameréimi@rce accountability. Second, a
Weekly Feedback Form (Appendix 20) also serveditster the expectations of listening
and responding on an individual level. Third, epatticipant was encouraged and
expected to share the gospel message three tintbeglivee different people) over the

fifteen-week research period. Submission of amgelism Report (Appendix 24) was

28 fervently agree with the words of Beougher, |ditge pastor and Billy
Graham Professor of Evangelism and Church Grow8oathern Seminary: “We need to
recover a Great Commission perspective where exadigver accepts his/her
responsibility to be involved in witnessing.” TinmytK Beougher, “Personal Evangelism
for the 21st Century,The Southern Seminary Magazine (The TIE)no. 2 (2004): 11.
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required for each of the three evangelistic enaasgntThis third tool functioned as the
primary mechanism to foster personal accountahilititin each test group member.
The project enjoyed strong participation as dertratesd by the attendance log
(Appendix 49). The weekly feedback instrument aigs an effective tool to evolve and
motivate the group as well as to capture their ghdsiand monitor progress as they
proceeded through the program. As the volume & slaggests, the participants
responded very positively to the use of this devidesampling of feedback from the
group is available in Appendix 50. Furthermore, thithful submission of multiple
evangelism reports validates the outreach effdrtlentest group, while also depicting

the nature and details of their evangelistic engeeggs (Appendix 51).

Post-Project Survey
Each research participant completed a pre-prajedta post-project survey
(Appendix 7). These surveys were identical andtioned to measure personal growth
in theological knowledge regarding the specificaaref instruction as well as to assess

their overall improvement in personal evangelisngégement and effectiveness).

Test Group

In an effort to conclude the research phase ®itdbt group, | gave a letter to
them at the last class period expressing gratitundieoffering some final instructions
(Appendix 52). 1 also included the post-projeatvey with the letter. The completed
post-project research instrument was due back tbyn&unday, December 2, 2012.
Appendix 53 reveals the post-project (updated)@wtkevangelism background of the

test group gathered from the survey, while Apperdixcontains the overall post-project
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survey responses for the group regarding theiefslpractices, and experiences.
Further, Appendix 55 offers a more selective vidywast-project participant responses
sorted by the three components of special intémesie study. A comparison of pre- and
post-survey data for the test group shows postfihanges in their personal evangelism
habits. Similarly, there are measurable increasall three categories of particular
interest: (1) biblical knowledge, (2) evangelistiall, and (3) personal accountability.

Chapter 5 presents comprehensive analyses of phejget results.

Control Group

In concluding the research portion for the congralup, | gave a letter of
instruction to them on Sunday morning, November28,2 (Appendix 56) and included
the post-project research instrument. The comghletevey was due back to me by
Sunday, December 2, 2012. In this letter, | amtuided a request inquiring to the
faithfulness of the test group in contacting thedlividual control group prayer partner
for prayer support during the project (Appendix.5R)inety percent of the responders
testified that they had been contacted about eViatiggrayer concerns.

Assessment of pre- and post-survey data for the@ayroup suggests no
major changes in their personal evangelism historyikewise, there are no significant
advances in any of the three categories of paaiidaiportance: (1) biblical knowledge,
(2) evangelistic skill, or (3) personal accountiil Appendix 58 displays the post-
project personal evangelism background of the obgtoup gathered from the survey

instrument. Appendix 59 captures the overall gsject survey responses for the group

?This statement is overwhelming true with one exicept-one control group
member (C-107) was instrumental in leading a less@n to saving faith in Jesus Christ.
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regarding their beliefs, practices, and experiendedditionally, Appendix 60 offers a
more selective view of post-project participantdiegck sorted by the three components

of special interest. Chapter 5 contains a morail@et examination of these findings.

Exit Interviews

At the final class session, | scheduled one-onexiteinterviews with all test
group participants in order to discuss their evéisge experiences over the fifteen-week
research period. | gave each member an Exit li@@r@Questionnaire to complete and
bring to his or her exit meeting with me (Appen88). | undertook the interviews
during the last two weeks of November, with eachfeence lasting between forty-five
and sixty minutes. | sought to make suggestiodsesucourage each individual in their
future evangelistic endeavors. All ten exit intews were completed by November 30,
2012. The output from these interviews was vesitpe, and Appendix 61 provides

valuable information regarding participants’ feecka

Epilogue
As the research project neared completion, | retgaethe submission of all
paperwork (post-project surveys, outstanding e-ttspstray weekly feedback forms,
etc.) by Sunday, December 2, 2012. With a few ptxaes, participants from both
groups (test, control) returned all their infornoatio me via this deadline. By December
16, 2012, | secured the remaining documents anceearch phase of the D.Min. project

was formally complete. Hallelujah!
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CHAPTER 5

PROJECT EVALUATION

Principled research should tenaciously seek tith &as well as graciously
endure the rigors of (self-) examination. Regagdinientific method and assessment,
Lerner writes, “We must constantly test our assummgtand fight the siren song of
consensus when our data tells us to be contrakésm must remain independent of
political or religious bias in evaluating our workVe must admit when we are wrong,
and remain willing to evolve when verifiable daenthnds change. We must admit
when we are uncertain, remain humble in advancesp#er courageous and
independent advice grounded in science.”

Therefore, in the spirit of sound investigationapter 5 provides a rigorous
examination of the ministry research project. fiexs analyses in a number of areas,
striving always to gauge the value of the work.isT¢hapter assesses project purpose and
project goals and gives commentary on the strerggtdsveaknesses of the work. It also
conveys ideas on potential improvements conceraisgcond-generation effort. Lastly,

the chapter yields theological and personal raflestas regards the overall study.

'Quotes about Scientific Methgoh-line]; accessed 16 April 2013; available
from http://www.goodreads.com/quotes/tag/scientifiethod; Internet.
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Evaluation of the Project’'s Purpose

As stated in chapter 1, the purpose of this rebearoject was to train
believers at Grace Baptist Church (GBC) in Ridgewasginia, to be more active and
more effective in personal evangelism through dthg®alance of instruction and
accountability. Now, in the final stages of exaatian, | must ask the crucial question,
“Did the project fulfill its purpose?” In summatie-yes it did, modestly.

First, the target group for this work was believat Grace Baptist Church in
Ridgeway, Virginia. Indeed, | worked with the coegation of GBC in Ridgeway and
all participants have professed by lip and bytifde believers in the Lord Jesus Christ.
Furthermore, | offered a “healthy balance of instian and accountability” as reflected
in (1) the eleven discipleship lessons, (2) the Buangelistic workshops, and (3) the
three accountability formation strategies, all ma@tusly described in chapter 4 and
detailed in the numerous appendices generatedtfrismvork.

Second, these trainees (test group) became miiwve and more effective in
personal evangelism as verified by the research dBbese findings emerge first from
comparisons of personal evangelism backgrounds ddeldewithin the pre- and post-
project survey information. Table 4 displays tkhift” (positive or negative) in test
group personal testimony activity as a result efttlaining (see Appendix 62, Table A33
for more detailf. Likewise, Table 5 displays the “shift” (positive negative) in control
group personal testimony activity during the samme tframe as the test group training
(see Appendix 63, Table A36 for more detail). Aftah the positive direction indicates

an increase in frequency and, therefore, an eswalat activity, i.e., “more active.”

’In absolute terms, personal testimonies remaire@pangelistic activity.
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Table 4. Shift in frequency of personal testim@®gt group)

Participanf 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10
Shiff 0 + + 0 # 0 - - 0 0
Advancé +2

Source:Data set gives derivative values from test groapigipant responses to the
research question, “How often do you share yousqraal testimony?” Appendix 62.

*Participant 1” = T-101, “Participant 2” = T-102 duso forth.

The “shift” row reflects the directional changeween the pre-project and post-project
participant responses. A “plus” sign (+) indicatieat the response moved in the positive
direction toward a more desirable endpoint; a “tiggasign (-) indicates that the
response moved in the negative direction towassbsa tlesirable endpoint; a “zero” (0)
indicates that the participant response level reethunchanged, moving neither in a
positive or a negative direction; and a “hash” q@gnindicates that a specific value
cannot be determined for the data point.

“This row measures the “advance,” in absolute tefanghe kingdom of God.

Table 5. Shift in frequency of personal testimécgntrol group)

Participanf 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10
Shiff - 0 0 0 0 + 0 0 0 0
Advancé +1

Source:Data set gives derivative values from control grparticipant responses to the
research question, “How often do you share yousqual testimony?” Appendix 63.

#Participant 1” = C-101, “Participant 2” = C-102chgo forth.

PThe “shift” row reflects the directional changeWween the pre-project and post-project
participant responses. A “plus” sign (+) indicatiest the response moved in the positive
direction toward a more desirable endpoint; a “tiggasign (-) indicates that the
response moved in the negative direction towaeska tlesirable endpoint; a “zero” (0)
indicates that the participant response level reethunchanged, moving neither in a
positive or a negative direction; and a “hash” q@gnindicates that a specific value
cannot be determined for the data point.

“This row measures the “advance,” in absolute tefanghe kingdom of God.
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Admittedly, the personal testimony data is not passve regarding a significant increase
in test group pre-evangelistic activity. Nonetlssldt does point to the fact that at least
two test group members (20 percent) advanced snpdaiticular arena while the control
group members showed only one individual gain @&@ent).

Table 6 displays the “shift” (positive or negative}est group gospel
proclamation as a result of the training (see Appef2, Table A34 for more detail).
Similarly, Table 7 displays the “shift” (positive negative) in control group gospel
proclamation during the same time period as thegtesip training (see Appendix 63,
Table A37 for more detail). Again, a shift in thesitive direction would signal an
increase in frequency and, therefore, an escalatiemangelistic activity, i.e., “more
active.” While the gospel proclamation data fa test group shows only a humble
increase in the frequency of evangelism, it needs provides genuine encouragement
regarding kingdom progress. These statistics g@oltruth that at least two test group
members (20 percent) advanced in this particuksa shile the control group members
demonstrated no individual or collective gain (zpeocent).

Table 8 tracks the net change in test group “e@tgeeffectiveness” because
of the training (see Appendix 62, Table A35 for mdetail)® Correspondingly, Table 9
tracks the net change in control group “evangelistiectiveness” during the same period
as the test group training (see Appendix 63, TABIR for more detail). A positive net

change in any data point characterizes an evatgeligccess and, therefore, suggests a

3Evangelistic effectiveness can be difficult to defi For the purposes of this
research, “evangelistic effectiveness” is defineterms of evangelistic success, meaning
that a participant presented an unbeliever withctaens of the gospel message and he or
she responded in saving faith to Jesus Christ & &iod Savior.
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Table 6. Shift in frequency of gospel proclamatftast group)

Participanf 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10
Shiff # + + 0 # 0 - - 0 0
Advancé +2

Source:Data set gives derivative values from test groapigipant responses to the
guestion, “How often do you specifically share ¢fuspel message?” Appendix 62.

*Participant 1” = T-101, “Participant 2” = T-102 duso forth.

The “shift” row reflects the directional changeween the pre-project and post-project
participant responses. A “plus” sign (+) indicatieat the response moved in the positive
direction toward a more desirable endpoint; a “tiggasign (-) indicates that the
response moved in the negative direction towassbsa tlesirable endpoint; a “zero” (0)
indicates that the participant response level reethunchanged, moving neither in a
positive or a negative direction; and a “hash” q@gnindicates that a specific value
cannot be determined for the data point.

“This row measures the “advance,” in absolute tefanghe kingdom of God.

Table 7. Shift in frequency of gospel proclamatjoontrol group)

Participanf 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10
Shiff 0 0 0 0 - 0 0 - 0 0
Advancé 0

Source:Data set gives derivative values from control grparticipant responses to the
guestion, “How often do you specifically share ¢fuspel message?” Appendix 63.

#Participant 1” = C-101, “Participant 2” = C-102chgo forth.

PThe “shift” row reflects the directional changeWween the pre-project and post-project
participant responses. A “plus” sign (+) indicatiest the response moved in the positive
direction toward a more desirable endpoint; a “tiggasign (-) indicates that the
response moved in the negative direction towaeska tlesirable endpoint; a “zero” (0)
indicates that the participant response level reethunchanged, moving neither in a
positive or a negative direction; and a “hash” q@gnindicates that a specific value
cannot be determined for the data point.

“This row measures the “advance,” in absolute tefanghe kingdom of God.
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Table 8. Measure of evangelistic effectivenesst @eoup)

Participanf 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10
Net Chang@ +1 ]| 0 0| +1| #| +2| # # # 0
Advancé +4 (minimum = +2, maximum = +5)

Source:Data set gives derivative values from test groapigipant responses to the
research question, “How many individuals have yerspnally led to saving faith in
Jesus Christ?” Appendix 62.

#Participant 1” = T-101, “Participant 2” = T-102 duso forth.

®The “net change” row measures the numeric chantyecee the pre-project and post-
project participant responses. A number with aspkign (+) indicates that the response
moved a measurable amount toward a positive enj@oimumber with a “negative” sign
(-) indicates that the response moved a measuaatbeint toward a negative endpoint; a
“zero” (0) indicates that the participant respolesel remained unchanged, moving
neither toward a positive or a negative endpoindt @ hash sign (#) indicates that a
specific value cannot be determined for the datatpo

“This row measures the “advance,” in absolute tefonghe kingdom of God.

“This data point cannot be established with complet&inty. Therefore, potential
correction values are necessary. Test group pgaatits T-101, T-104, and T-106
reported higher values in their post-project susveglicating evangelistic successes.
However, these successes were never substantia@abgelistic reports (e-reports).
While it is possible that the participants simpigt dot submit a written report, there
remains a reasonable likelihood that these inceeaselisted erroneously due to either
the subjective nature of memory responses or camfusgarding the working definition
for an evangelistic success. Further, test gr@aspgipants T-107 and T-109 did have
documented evangelistic successes, although caatiphs in report methodology did
not allow for an accurate accounting of them (sppehdix 62, Table A35). Hence, a
data range calculating the minimum and maximumesla given.

level of growth in effectiveness, i.e., “more etfee.” Accordingly, the test group
statistics confirm that at least 2 group membe@sp@cent; see Table 8, note d), and
potentially as many as 5 (50 percent), demonsttadgelistic effectiveness while the
control group counterpart reported only 1 individgain (10 percent). These findings

are optimistic in light of this particular specmafsevangelism training.
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Table 9. Measure of evangelistic effectivenesstfob group)

Participanf 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10
Net Chang@ 0 0 # 0 0 0| +1| o© 0 0
Advancé +1

Source:Data set gives derivative values from control grparticipant responses to the
research question, “How many individuals have yerspnally led to saving faith in
Jesus Christ?” Appendix 63.

#Participant 1” = C-101, “Participant 2” = C-102dhgo forth.

®The “net change” row measures the numeric chantyecee the pre-project and post-
project participant responses. A number with aspkign (+) indicates that the response
moved a measurable amount toward a positive enj@oimumber with a “negative” sign
(-) indicates that the response moved a measuaatdeint toward a negative endpoint; a
“zero” (0) indicates that the participant respolesel remained unchanged, moving
neither toward a positive or a negative endpoindt @ hash sign (#) indicates that a
specific value cannot be determined for the datatpo

“This row measures the “advance,” in absolute tefonghe kingdom of God.

To sum up, the research did fulfill its basic s of training a select group
of Christians to be more active and more effedtiveersonal evangelism. A comparison
of pre- and post-survey data for the test groupvelgpositive changes in their personal
evangelism habits, while an assessment of prepastsurvey data for the control group
suggests no major changes in their personal evianghistory® While the project did
not enjoy a 100 percent success rate, it did miatisaveral participants to be stronger

gospel witnesses for the kingdom of heaven.

*While a variety of reasons may be cited to helpargthe lack of major
changes in the personal evangelism history of dméral group, it might be distilled
down to simply the absence of authentic spirituaixgh and personal accountability.
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Evaluation of the Project’'s Goals
The research project had five goals (objectivegiccomplish. These goals
serve as a benchmark to help gauge the overaless@f the work. Therefore, this

section provides a careful assessment of eactedivid project objectives.

First Project Goal

The first goal of the project was to increase tiiéidal knowledge of research
participants (test group) in the area of evangehsioh related theology. The driving
force behind this first objective was to help granpmbers develop an increased
consciousness of the biblical mandate for persewahgelism (motivation) and an
increased comprehension for the application ofrgat®n doctrines (competence). |
used pre-project and post-project surveys to mpohianges in biblical knowledge
concerning the specific areas of study. Tablehi@vs a marked gain for the test group
in the knowledge of Great Commission doctrines.

Reading Table 10, 71 percent of the test grouporedgd to the series of Great
Commission statements on the pre-project surveyLatvel 5 (strongly agree) intensity,
while 92 percent of the test group responded tsémee series of Great Commission
statements on the post-project survey at a Levaiehsity. This data illustrates a
positive gain of 21 points for the group. Likewiigere was a synchronized decrease in
corresponding Level 3 (uncertain) and Level 4 (apwalues. These results point to a
greater confidence in the test group’s understandirGreat Commission doctrines.
Simply stated, the test group increased in bibkealwledge regarding evangelism.
Table 11, providing balance for the study, revélads there was no significant change in

the knowledge of Great Commission doctrines fortimmroup participants.
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Table 10. Biblical knowledge (test group)
Great Commission doctrines

Response Level 1 2 3 4 5 *
Post-Project (%) 0 1 0 6 92 0
Pre-Project (%) 0 1 1 26 71 1

Changé | o | o | -1 ] 20| +21]

Source:Data derived from Appendix 11, Table A4 and Apperib, Table A21.
*Response level” displays the range of possibléigpant responses: “1” = strongly
disagree, “2” = disagree, “3” = uncertain, “4” =rag, “5” = strongly agree, and “*” = |

do not understand this question. On the scaleXfalhigher numeric value indicates a
more positive response to survey statements.

b“post-project” and “pre-project” rows display pemtage conversions from post- and
pre-project survey responses at the group levet.ekample, 26 percent of the test group
responded to the series of Great Commission staise the pre-project survey at a
“Level 4—agree” intensity.

“This row displays the “change” or difference betapest- and pre-project group

response values at each level. These values latdatad simply by subtracting pre-
project data from post-project data. For exam@tdumn 4: 6 - 26 = -20.

Moving forward, Table 12 records a substantial adeanent for the test group
in the knowledge of the order of salvation doctsin®ata reveals that 68 percent of this
group responded to the series of statements oordlee of salvation doctrines in the pre-
project survey at a Level 5 (strongly agree) intgnsHowever, 96 percent of the test
group responded to the same series of statemernie qost-project survey at a Level 5
intensity—posting a positive gain of 28 points. efdwas, likewise, a synchronized
decrease in Level 1 (strongly disagree), Levelr®¢utain), and Level 4 (agree)
responses, showing an unmistakable sweep towarebteg confidence (Level 5). There

was also a decrease in the “l do not understasdjtiestion” column, suggesting an
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Table 11. Biblical knowledge (control group)
Great Commission doctrines

Response Level 1 2 3 4 5 *
Post-Project (%) 1 1 4 19 74 1
Pre-Project (%) 1 1 4 19 75 1

Changé | o | o] o] o] 1] o

Source:Data derived from Appendix 15, Table A10 and Appirr60, Table A27.
*Response level” displays the range of possibl¢éigpant responses: “1” = strongly
disagree, “2” = disagree, “3” = uncertain, “4” =rag, “5” = strongly agree, and “*” = |
do not understand this question. On the scaleXfalhigher numeric value indicates a
more positive response to survey statements.

b“post-project” and “pre-project” rows display pemtage conversions from post- and
pre-project survey responses at the group levet.ekample, 75 percent of the control
group responded to the series of Great Commissadensents on the pre-project survey
at a “Level 5—strongly agree” intensity.

“This row displays the “change” or difference betpest- and pre-project group

response values at each level. These values latdatad simply by subtracting pre-
project data from post-project data. For exam@tdumn 5: 74 - 75 = -1.

increase in their knowledge base. For a seconel tine study data demonstrates an
improved confidence for the test group in theilibdd understanding, i.e., the test group
increased in their knowledge of the order of sawatloctrines. On the other hand,
Table 13 discloses that there was no significaahgk in the knowledge of the order of
salvation doctrines among control group participant

Furthermore, the Weekly Feedback Form (Appendix @taining open-
ended questions, captured fifteen weeks of inmunh fthe test group. Data collected
through this resource clearly confirms that considke learning took place for the group

(Appendix 50). The exit interviews (Appendix 613@attest to participant growth.
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Table 12. Biblical knowledge (test group)
Order of salvation doctrines

Response Level 1 2 3 4 5 *
Post-Project (%) 0 0 0 4 96 0
Pre-Project (%) 1 0 2 25 68 4

Changé | -1 | o | -2 | 21| +28] -4

Source:Data derived from Appendix 11, Table A5 and Apperib, Table A22.
*Response level” displays the range of possibléigpant responses: “1” = strongly
disagree, “2” = disagree, “3” = uncertain, “4” =rag, “5” = strongly agree, and “*” = |

do not understand this question. On the scaleXfalhigher numeric value indicates a
more positive response to survey statements.

b“post-project” and “pre-project” rows display pemtage conversions from post- and
pre-project survey responses at the group levet.ekample, 25 percent of the test group
responded to the order of salvation doctrinal state&s on the pre-project survey at a
“Level 4—agree” intensity.

“This row displays the “change” or difference betpest- and pre-project group

response values at each level. These values latdatad simply by subtracting pre-
project data from post-project data. For exam@tdumn 4: 4 - 25 = -21.

Specifically, Table A31 of Appendix 61 records feadk from the test group for the
guestion, “Did you gain biblical knowledge?” A#drit members (i.e., 100 percent)

answered “yes.” In summation, the research pr@ekteved the first goal.

Second Project Goal

The second goal was to improve evangelistic skibag church members, i.e.,
to train test group participants how to presentgbgpel message more effectively in a
person-to-person encounter. Four workshops, gicatiéy inserted within the fifteen-
week research period (Table 1), were executed & thies objective. These tutorials

focused on writing personal testimonies, formalngpaistic training, practical exercises
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Table 13. Biblical knowledge (control group)
Order of salvation doctrines

Response Level 1 2 3 4 5 *

Post-Project (%) 2 0 9 25 60 4

Pre-Project (%) 0 0 7 27 57 9
Changé | +2 | o | +2 ] 2] +3] 5

Source:Data derived from Appendix 15, Table A11 and Apprr60, Table A28.
*Response level” displays the range of possibl¢éigpant responses: “1” = strongly
disagree, “2” = disagree, “3” = uncertain, “4” =rag, “5” = strongly agree, and “*” = |
do not understand this question. On the scaleXfalhigher numeric value indicates a
more positive response to survey statements.

b“post-project” and “pre-project” rows display pemtage conversions from post- and
pre-project survey responses at the group levet.ekample, 57 percent of the control
group responded to the order of salvation doctstetements on the pre-project survey
at a “Level 5—strongly agree” intensity.

“This row displays the “change” or difference betpest- and pre-project group

response values at each level. These values latdatad simply by subtracting pre-
project data from post-project data. For exam@tdumn 5: 60 - 57 = +3.

in witness role-playing, and other related topi¢se assessment of participants in five
key areas served to measure the overall succeéss@oal: (1) completion of a written
testimony, (2) commitment to formal evangelismrtiag, (3) participation in class role-
playing, (4) critical analyses of successive evéagereports, and (5) solicited oral and
written feedback regarding their evangelistic work.

All 10 test group participants wrote and submitieeir personal testimonies,
either a conversion or a recovery testimony. Nih#0 test group members maintained
excellent attendance throughout the duration ofelsearch period (Appendix 49). All

10 class members participated enthusiasticallglgrplaying exercises (Appendix 47).
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Nine of 10 participants submitted all three reqdiiezangelism reports (Appendix 51).
Analyses of successive evangelism reports ovelifteen-week research period yields
the following results: (1) 1 member had no evarsgielengagement (10 percent), (2) 1
member regressed (10 percent), (3) 5 memberslitflad,” i.e., showed no real change
(50 percent), and (4) 3 members progressed (3@pBraevith 2 of them having
evangelistic encounters that resulted in individuaming to saving faith in Jesus
Christ® In addition, all test group participants inteetfaithfully during the fifteen
classroom sessions (oral feedback) and submittedcplired weekly paperwork (written
feedback; Appendix 20).

Additionally, | used pre-project and post-projeatveys to monitor changes in
test group and control group evangelistic skilelsv Table 14 displays a substantial shift
in evangelistic confidence for the test gréupor instance, 33 percent of the test group
responded to the series of evangelistic skill stat#s on the pre-project survey at a
Level 5 (strongly agree) intensity, while 63 peitcefithe test group responded to the
same series of evangelistic skill statements ompdsé-project survey at a Level 5
intensity. This data illustrates a positive gaifir80 points for the group. Likewise, there
was a synchronized decrease in Level 2 (disagreg®l 3 (uncertain), and Level 4
(agree) responses, showing a distinctive sweeprtbavgreater confidence (Level 5).

There was also a decrease in the “I do not undetdtas question” column, suggesting

*These conclusions based on the following assumstiéno evangelistic
engagement” reflected by the lack of evangelisnontegubmissions; regression, “flat-
line,” i.e. showed no overall change; and progasserminology ultimately defined by
the numeric change between e-report #1 (ER-1) aepat #3 (ER-3) of Appendix 51.

SEvangelistic confidence” is a marker in this woitglicating a level of
evangelistic skill.
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Table 14. Evangelistic skill (test group)

Response Level 1 2 3 4 5 *

Post-Project (%) 1 2 3 32 63 0

Pre-Project (%) 1 5 12 46 33 3
Changé | o | 3| -9 | -14] +30| -3

Source:Data derived from Appendix 11, Table A6 and Apperib, Table A23.
*Response level” displays the range of possibl¢éigpant responses: “1” = strongly
disagree, “2” = disagree, “3” = uncertain, “4” =rag, “5” = strongly agree, and “*” = |

do not understand this question. On the scalexfalhigher numeric value indicates a
more positive response to survey statements.

P“Post-project” and “pre-project” rows display pemtage conversions from post- and
pre-project survey responses at the group levet.ekample, 46 percent of the test group
responded to the series of evangelistic skill stat#s on the pre-project survey at a
“Level 4—agree” intensity.

“This row displays the “change” or difference betwpest- and pre-project group

response values at each level. These values latdatad simply by subtracting pre-
project data from post-project data. For exam@umn 4: 32 - 46 = -14.

an increase in their knowledge base. In gendraldata communicates an improved
confidence for the test group in the area of evistgeskill. Conversely, Table 15
indicates that there was no sizeable change ievhiegelistic abilities of control group
participants (for example, less than a 5 perceifitishany category).

The exit interviews (Appendix 61) also testifydarticipant growth. In
particular, Table A31 of Appendix 61 records feezkbfom the test group for the
guestion, “Did you gain evangelistic skill?” AlDgroup members (i.e., 100 percent)

answered “yes.” In summation, the research pr@elteved the second goal.

Third Project Goal

The third goal was to incorporate an accountabgitycture that would nurture
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Table 15. Evangelistic skill (control group)

Response Level 1 2 3 4 5 *
Post-Project (%) 0 3 18 49 30 0
Pre-Project (%) 1 4 14 49 28 3

Changé | 1 | 1| +4 ] o] +2]| -3

Source:Data derived from Appendix 15, Table A12 and Appirr60, Table A29.
*Response level” displays the range of possibl¢éigpant responses: “1” = strongly
disagree, “2” = disagree, “3” = uncertain, “4” =rag, “5” = strongly agree, and “*” = |

do not understand this question. On the scalexfalhigher numeric value indicates a
more positive response to survey statements.

P“Post-project” and “pre-project” rows display pemtage conversions from post- and
pre-project survey responses at the group levet.ekample, 14 percent of the control
group responded to the series of evangelistic statlements on the pre-project survey at
a “Level 3—uncertain” intensity.

“This row displays the “change” or difference betwpest- and pre-project group

response values at each level. These values latdatad simply by subtracting pre-
project data from post-project data. For exam@umn 4: 49 - 49 = 0.

and improve evangelistic engagement among tespgratticipants. Hence, | developed
three research instruments to help achieve thisctilsg.

First, an attendance sheet (Appendix 18) serveenind the test group of
expected weekly personal attendance and reinfadedel of passive accountability.
Table 16 exhibits attendance results. Data shbatstlhe project enjoyed strong member
involvement, yielding an average group attenda@2@ercent.

Second, a weekly feedback form (Appendix 20) fored to strengthen the
expectation of listening and responding on an iidldial level. Table 17 gives the return

percentages for the weekly feedback form. Reslgisonstrate that the research enjoyed
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Table 16. Attendance log

Participanf 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10
Attendance (%) | 93 | 100| 100 100 93 100 40 100 93 100
Average (%) 92 (corrected = 98)

Source:Data derived from Appendix 49, Table Al17.
#Participant 1” = T-101, “Participant 2” = T-102 duso forth.

PIf the low data point for “Participant 7" is tredtas a statistical outlier, then the average
attendance increases to 98 percent. See Appefdnote b.

Table 17. Return rate: weekly feedback form

Participanf 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10
Returns (%) 100 | 100| 100f 10Q 100 100 4y 100 100 100
Average (%) 95 (corrected = 100)

*Participant 1” = T-101, “Participant 2” = T-102 duso forth.

°If the low data point for “Participant 7" is tredtas a statistical outlier, then the average
submission rate increases to 100 percent.

high return rates for the instrument, yielding &erage group submission of 95 percent.
Participants responded very positively to the uglie device (Appendix 50).

Third, each test group member was expected andueanged to share the
gospel three times (with three different peoplegrahe fifteen-week research period.
Submission of three personal evangelism reportpéAgdix 24) was required and
functioned as the active component to increaseustability for the member. Table 18
displays the total number of evangelism report sabions on both an individual and a
group basis. Chart data reveals that 9 of 10qpaints (90 percent) submitted all three

required reports, generating a combined total ehty-seven evangelism reports.
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Table 18. Evangelism report submissions

Participanf 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10
E-reports 3 3 3 3 0 3 3 3 3 3
Total 27

Source:Data derived from Appendix 51, Table A18.

#Participant 1” = T-101, “Participant 2” = T-102 duso forth.

Table 19 tracks the number of gospel presentati®esults demonstrate that 5
of 10 test group participants (50 percent) shanedybspel message at least one time
during the fifteen-week study. Collectively, paipants communicated the gospel 7
times amid 30 potential opportunities (10 membiengs 3 e-reports), yielding a core

gospel engagement of 23 percent (7 of 30).

Table 19. Gospel presentations

Participanf 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10
Gospel Message| O 0 1 1 0 1 2 0 2 0
Total 7

Source:Data derived from Appendix 51, Table A18. Gogpelsentations here include
the presentation of the gospel message with arftbutita summons to Christ.

%Participant 1” = T-101, “Participant 2” = T-102 duso forth.

In addition, | used pre-project and post-project/eys to monitor any changes
in test group and control group accountability fation. Table 20 implies a sizeable
change in accountability for the test participaripecifically, 77 percent of the test

group responded to the series of personal accalitp@tatements on the pre-project
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Table 20. Personal accountability (test group)

Response Level 1 2 3 4 5 *
Post-Project (%) 0 0 0 10 90 0
Pre-Project (%) 0 0 0 23 77 0

Changé | o | o | o | -13] +13] o0

Source:Data derived from Appendix 11, Table A7 and Apperib, Table A24.
*Response level” displays the range of possibl¢éigpant responses: “1” = strongly
disagree, “2” = disagree, “3” = uncertain, “4” =rag, “5” = strongly agree, and “*” = |

do not understand this question. On the scalexfalhigher numeric value indicates a
more positive response to survey statements.

P“Post-project” and “pre-project” rows display pemtage conversions from post- and
pre-project survey responses at the group levet.ekample, 23 percent of the test group
responded to the series of personal accountabtbtypments on the pre-project survey at
a “Level 4—agree” intensity.

“This row displays the “change” or difference betwpest- and pre-project group

response values at each level. These values latdatad simply by subtracting pre-
project data from post-project data. For exam@@umn 4: 10 - 23 =-13.

survey at a Level 5 (strongly agree) intensity,le/B0 percent of the test group
responded to the same series of personal accolitytatatements on the post-project
survey at a Level 5 strength. This data illussa&eositive gain of thirteen points for the
group. There was a synchronized decrease in lde(eiree) responses, showing a
progression towards a higher sense of accountafli@vel 5). Accordingly, these
figures indicate an evolution for the test grouphie area of personal accountability.
Interestingly, Table 21, representing the controlg, shows an increase in
Level 4 (agree) but a decrease in Level 3 (ungertad Level 5 (strongly agree) values.
No obvious explanation exists for this unexpectedifg. A closer look at Appendix 15,

Table A13 and Appendix 60, Table A30 reveals thatgre-project and post-project
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Table 21. Personal accountability (control group)

Response Level 1 2 3 4 5 *
Post-Project (%) 0 0 0 37 63 0
Pre-Project (%) 0 0 3 20 77 0

Changé | o | o | 3] +17] -14] o0

Source:Data derived from Appendix 15, Table A13 and Appirr60, Table A30.
*Response level” displays the range of possibl¢éigpant responses: “1” = strongly
disagree, “2” = disagree, “3” = uncertain, “4” =rag, “5” = strongly agree, and “*” = |
do not understand this question. On the scalexfalhigher numeric value indicates a
more positive response to survey statements.

P“Post-project” and “pre-project” rows display pemtage conversions from post- and
pre-project survey responses at the group levet.ekample, 20 percent of the control
group responded to the series of personal accalitp@tatements on the pre-project
survey at a “Level 4—agree” intensity.

“This row displays the “change” or difference betwpest- and pre-project group

response values at each level. These values latdatad simply by subtracting pre-
project data from post-project data. For exam@dumn 4: 37 - 20 = +17.

differences in Table 21 are due primarily to cohgfroup responses to one statement,
“Accountability may function to strengthen persoeahngelistic efforts” (statement 22).
The notable rise in Level 4 response and correspgratecrease in Level 5 insinuates
some loss of conviction in strengthening persomahgelism through accountability.
However, it could also signal an increased disconifw evangelistic accountability, or
perhaps reflect some negative aspect experiencdtelyontrol group during the course
of the research. At this point, the perplexity atms unresolved.

Nonetheless, the exit interviews (Appendix 61)ifgstgain to participant
growth. In particular, Table A31 of Appendix 6Xoeds feedback from the test group

for the question, “Did you feel more accountabigareling evangelism?” All group
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members (i.e., 100 percent) answered “yes.” Inmsation of all the facts, the research

project achieved the third goal.

Fourth Project Goal

The fourth goal was for test group participantpriaclaim the gospel in our
community with increased frequency and effectiveneghis objective was substantially
dependent upon the successful completion of theqare three—increase biblical
knowledge, improve evangelistic skill, and initigersonal accountability. A seamless
realization of the fourth objective would prodube tibundant planting of the gospel
message and the glorious salvation of lost souls.

In several aspects, goal four is a recasting optbgect purpose. Therefore,
Table 6 and Table 8 are instructive for this diseus. Table 6 posts advances for 2
group members in the frequency of gospel proclamatFurther, Table 8 reports the
effectiveness of the test group and records tipatrBcipants demonstrated greater
evangelistic effectiveness in their community. &fmom Table 19 also lends to this
examination, testifying that 50 percent of testugrparticipants shared the gospel
message at least one time during their fifteen-waelect commitment.

Appendix 51 provides further insight into the effeeness (and quality) of test
group engagement in view of the fourth project gdaiting results from twenty-seven
evangelism reports, the test group (1) communictitedjospel message 7 times, leading
2 persons to saving faith in Jesus Christ, (2) gadan 19 Christ-centered conversations,
and (3) entered into 1 conversation with evangelistent but the exchange resulted in

no discussion about religion or Christ.
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Further, the exit interviews (Appendix 61) indicategress concerning the
fourth project objective. Table A31 of Appendix gLords feedback from the test group
for the question, “Are you now prepared to shaeegbspel?” All 10 members (i.e., 100

percent) answered “yes.” In summation, the re$earcject achieved the fourth goal.

Fifth Project Goal

The fifth and final objective was to strengthen pagtoral leadership in the
area of evangelism and church growth. The pr@lotved me, in the role of pastor, to
coach ten of my church members in the practicaldical evangelism. In doing so, |
was able to sharpen my knowledge and skill in hmVead believers to share their faith
in Christ. This goal was more subjective in natiman the previous four. Therefore, |
maintained a written journal to document portiohey development (Appendix 64).

The journal records fifteen major insights into pgrsonal growth toward
becoming a stronger and more capable pastor ingeliam and church growth. The
highlights include: (1) the vital nature of a clsammons to repentance and faith during
the presentation of the gospel message, (2) thertance of having competence in the
order of salvation doctrines, and (3) the convittioat God is highly committed and
deeply involved in the process of redemption. @tieances in leadership development
that this work fostered, documented as well as oachented, contribute significantly
toward me becoming a better pastor for Jesus GimsHis local church. Therefore, in

final summation, the research project achievedittiegoal.
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Strengths of the Project

A survey of this work reveals at least four matengths: (1) significant
learning, (2) control group feature, (3) instruatereports, and (4) the eternal dimension.
First, the research results demonstrated thatfgignt learning occurred among the test
group. A comparison of pre- and post-project symnesponses (Appendices 11 and 55)
highlights numerous advances in biblical knowleffgeeat Commission doctrines, order
of salvation doctrines), evangelistic skill, andgmnal accountability formation. Indeed,
the endeavor held true to its aim, “Training Bedéiesvin Personal Evangelism at Grace
Baptist Church, Ridgeway, Virginia.”

Second, the control group served to fortify thejget. As | spent time
analyzing the data, it became very clear that tmérol group was a critical component.
It provided a strong reference point in which tcasw@e test group gains. Adding the
control group also helped to involve more of tharch family into the actual research
process. They seemed to appreciate the opportianity a part of the work.

Third, the incorporation of instructor evangelisgports (e-reports) was a very
positive step. | submitted four personal e-repturthe test group over the course of the
project. The reports captured some of my persevehgelistic activities during my
earlier doctoral studies. These reports seemgdagp their attention even from the
beginning, showing my leadership and evangelisiitative as well as reminding the
group that | have asked nothing of them that | atwilling to do myself.

Fourth, the project possessed an eternal dimendibis work was not about
beautifying the church grounds, expanding the ¥edlap hall, nor roofing the sanctuary.

The project was about teaching God’s people hopraclaim the gospel message and
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lead lost souls into a saving relationship withudeShrist. To this end there was some
success—at least two people responded to the gasgeintered into the family of God.
The most incredible aspect about this D.Min. proyeas its ability, by sheer grace, to

shape eternity for the glory of God.

Weaknesses of the Project

A scrutiny of this project exposes at least thweaknesses: (1) information
overload, (2) survey imbalance, and (3) failed poét. First, the test group experienced
“information overload.” In my zeal to infuse bitdil knowledge, | presented the test
group with profuse amounts of information. It nfewe been better to “de-throttle” the
volume of biblical knowledge and focus more on @edistic skill building and gospel
engagement. Second, the pre- and post-projecgumstrument lacked proper balance
regarding the area of accountability. More stateiien the subject of accountability are
necessary in order to increase the measurementagcuThird, the project did not
achieve its maximum potential regarding evangelistiectiveness. While | am thrilled
that at least 2 more individuals will sing the gggrof God in heaven, the research had a
potential of bringing 30 lost people to Christ (i.E0 test group participants times 3
gospel engagements each). Therefore, | am, aatine time, overjoyed with kingdom

advances and yet disappointed with this partiquiayect shortcoming.

What | Would Do Differently
Having completed the research work, | offer theggssted improvements in

view of a second-generation venture:
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1. Rebalance the three core constituents to achidetter distribution, i.e., decrease the
emphasis on biblical knowledge and increase emgl@séoth evangelistic skill and
personal accountability.

2. Enhance the pre- and post-project survey togthen the accountability portion.

3. Eliminate the attendance sheet and weekly feztdioam.

4. Focus on gospel engagements as the projecitpridncrease the evangelistic report
requirement from 3 to 7. This action will causestnparticipants stress but will help
the fledgling evangelist gain invaluable witnessaxgerience.

5. Eliminate the fourth goal—it is primarily a restiiag of the project purpose.

6. Consider the practicality of the control groifwhile this group wasritical for the
first generation project, its absence will streamlfuture initiatives (pragmatism).

Theological Reflections
During the course of the project, God plainly shdwee His enormous level

of involvement regarding the application of redeimpt It is God who elects, who calls,

who regenerates, who justifies, and who adoptkewise, it is God who gives us the

faith to believe, the strength to persevere, aedgtiace to die. Our part is simply to be
faithful to Him in the process of our sanctificatiGn which He richly provides the Holy

Spirit to us). Even in our glorification, it is @avho will “transform the body of our

humble state into conformity with the body of Hisny, by the exertion of the power that

He has even to subject all things to Himself” (Bhi21). This truth emerges as probably

my greatest learning experience within the work.

Because of this project, | also see deeper intditfieulties and challenges of
fruitful evangelism within the local church. Thest group represented members at Grace

Baptist who exhibited certain evangelistic propgesi Yet, there were considerable

struggles for many of them when it came down to@agospel engagement. Even with
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their inclinations for Christ and the spirituallysk, their increased biblical knowledge,
their improved evangelistic skill, their upgradestgonal accountability, and their
frequent pastoral encouragement, many failed tagagn formal gospel proclamation.
In light of such results, | am seriously temptedeoonsideexactlywhat Jesus meant
when He said to those eleven disciples on the natruimt Galilee, “Go therefore and

make disciples of all the nations” (Matt 28:19)reAll Christians to be evangelists?

Personal Reflections
In a sermon some years ago, Dr. Albert Mohlersdid, “Ministers often

suffer from ‘product envy.” Unlike factory workemat the end of the day, ministers
rarely have the pleasure of pointing to a pall#tdfi“widgets” to validate their many
hours of labor. How very true. Much of the frisgm my labors in ministry will never
appear on this side of heaven, but | rejoice exogidwhen the Lord does grant me a
glimpse of kingdom progress.

During this project, | rejoiced when | saw my breth and sisters in Christ
yield to evangelistic training. | rejoiced whesadw them grow stronger in the word of
God. Irejoiced when | saw them develop bettengedstic skills. | rejoiced when |
saw them put on the yoke of accountability. Likssyil rejoiced in them when | knew
they shared their personal testimonies, when thggged in Christ-centered dialogues,
and when they proclaimed unashamedly the gospedagesof Jesus Christ.

By the grace of the Lord, | have had the privile§&itnessing all these
magnificent victories. | am more thankful thatolutd ever express for the countless

blessings enjoyed during the course of this wdrkmy role as pastor, | gain no greater

joy than seeing fellow Christians thrive and thegdom of God flourish.
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Conclusion

It is my hope that this project proves to be mudrarthan simply an academic
exercise. My prayer is that these efforts will wome to strengthen our congregation and
even help other leaders in other churches sucdbsghin their people in evangelism.
For undeniably, eternity beckons—either an etersytgnt in the indescribable paradise
of heaven or an eternity endured in the unspeakahiers of hell.

As | write these concluding words, i.e., on tsyday, | stood at the bedside
of a man in the final throes of death. | will pchahis funeral with confidence because |
believe he is a child of God. A participant in test group boldly shared the gospel
message with him during the execution of this D.Miroject. Thus, always mindful of
eternal realities, let us be utterly faithful t@ tsupreme commission of our Lord Jesus
Christ and stirred onward by the passionate wofd3harles Spurgeon:

... and there is no end to the possibilitiesiviing truth spoken with the enthusiasm
which is born of the Spirit of God. Have great aget, brothers, have great hope
yet, despite yon shameless midnight streets, aegpit flaming gin-palaces at the
corner of every street, despite the wickedneskefith, despite the ignorance of
the poor. Go on; go on; go on; in God’s nhame gdanif the preaching of the
gospel does not save men, nothing will. If thed.®own way of mercy fails, then
hang the skies in mourning, and blot out the sueverlasting midnight, for there
remaineth nothing before our race but the blacknédarkness. Salvation by the

sacrifice of Jesus is the ultimatum of God. Redltat it cannot fail. Let us believe
without reserve, and then go straight ahead wigtptieaching of the Word.

"Charles Spurgeofhe Soul WinnefGrand Rapids: William B. Eerdmans
Publishing Company, 1963), 179.
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APPENDIX 1

LIFESTYLE DEFINITIONS

Southern Satellite These neighborhoods are rural settlements fpundhrily in the
South, with employment chiefly in the manufacturargl service industries. Married-
couple families dominate this market. The medigamia 37.7 years, and the median
household income is $39,758. Most housing is neswegle-family dwellings or mobile
homes with a median value of $90,801, occupiedviayess. Residents enjoy country
living. They listen to gospel and country musictbe radio and attend country music
concerts. They participate in fishing, huntingd @uto racing. Favorite TV stations are
CMT and Outdoor Life Network. Satellite dishes popular in these rural locations.
Households own older, domestic vehicles, partityilancks and two-door sedans.
Residents invest time in vegetable gardening, angdholds are likely to own riding
mowers, garden tractors, and tillers.

Salt of the Earth A rural or small-town lifestyle best describhe Salt of the Earth
market. The median age is 41.4 years. Labor fpactcipation is higher than the U.S.
level, and unemployment is lower. Above-averagalmers of employed residents work
in the manufacturing, construction, mining, and@gtural industries. The median
household income is $50,913. Households are ddedray married-couple families
who live in single-family dwellings, with homeowrséiip at 85 percent. Twenty-eight
percent of the households own three or more vehidiéost homes own a truck; many
own a motorcycle. Residents are settled, hardwgrkand self-reliant, taking on small
home projects as well as vehicle maintenance. lieaften own two or more pets,
usually dogs or cats. Residents enjoy fishingtihgntarget shooting, attending country
music concerts and auto races, and flying kites.

Rural Resort DwelletsFavoring milder climates and pastoral settifys;al Resort
Dwellers residents live in rural, nonfarm areatie§e small, growing communities
mainly consist of single-family and mobile homeghva significant inventory of
seasonal housing. This somewhat older market hasdéan age of 47.1 years. Most
households consist of married couples with no cérdiving at home or singles who live
alone. A higher-than-average proportion of resisl@ane self employed and work from
home. The median household income is $47,908. estdi/ing and simple consumer
tastes describe this market. The rural settinig éat more riding lawn mowers and
satellite dishes. Lawn maintenance and gardesiagpriority, and households own a
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plethora of tools and equipment. Many households or lease a truck. Residents enjoy
boating, hunting, fishing, snorkeling, canoeingg éistening to country mustc.

'Ridgeway, Virginia (24148) Demographic Informatidéorth American
Mission Board Center for Missional Research, Oat@ae 2008.
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APPENDIX 2

ANNUAL CHURCH PROFILE (ACP) DATA

Table A1. ACP data for Grace Baptist Church

No. | Year| Pastor | Membérs School | Worshif | Baptisms| Othér
1 1961 | Shepparc 102 65 -- 0 12(
2 1962 | Shepparc 142 84 -- 34 13
3 1963 | Shepparc 159 85 -- 2 18
4 1964 | Shepparc 181 94 -- 12 9
5 1965 | Shepparc 179 77 -- 3 4
6 1966 | Sheppard 189 78 -- 8 4
7 1967 | Shepparc 187 84 -- 6 8
8 1968 | Sheppard 183 80 -- 3 4
9 1969 | Shepparc 196 96 -- 8 I

10 1970| Sheppard 189 90 -- 5 3

11 1971| Sheppard 202 89 -- 11 2

12 1972 | Harrison 219 87 -- 12 10

13 1973 | Harrison 230 93 -- 7 7

14 1974 | Harrison 256 103 -- 15 18

15 1975| Harrison 315 130 -- 27 18

16 1976 | Harrison 368 165 -- 34 24

17 1977 | Harrison 408 160 -- 31 12

18 1978 | Harrison 433 153 -- 23 10

19 1979 | Harrison 453 149 -- 18 10

20 1980| Harrison 493 147 -- 24 21

21 1981 | Harrison 504 129 -- 18 8

22 1982 | Harrison 367 115 -- 5 4

Note: A dash (--) indicates that specific data is n&i@ble.

dMembers = total members.

PSchool = average Sunday school attendance.

“Worship = average Sunday morning worship attendance

dOther = other additions.
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Table A1—Continued. ACP data for Grace BaptistiChu

No. | Year| Pastor | Membérs School | Worshif | Baptisms| Othér
23 1983 | Harrison 386 123 -- 13 13
24 1984 | Harrison 374 113 -- 8 7
25 1985| Harrison 373 105 -- 7 5
26 1986| Harrison 371 96 -- 5 3
27 1987 | Harrison 367 89 -- 4 8
28 1988 | Harrison 370 89 -- 5 1
29 1989 | Harrison 350 65 -- 2 2
30 1990 Olson 304 69 120 1 12
31 1991 None 302 75 122 2 9
32 1992 Kirby 312 82 107 8 10
33 1993 Kirby 316 93 140 5 7
34 1994 Kirby 332 118 155 10 11
35 1995 Kirby 382 121 170 21 18
36 1996 Kirby 356 131 155 7 7
37 1997 None 364 144 160 5 7
38 1998 Taylor 362 120 140 14 2
39 1999 Taylor 366 109 130 14 11
40 2000 None 375 102 100 6 3
41 2001 None 375 92 100 0 0
42 2002 Huff 359 40 81 0 0
43 2003 Huff -- 66 79 -- --
44 2004 None 356 56 66 0 --
45 2005| Wingate 284 60 78 2 8
46 2006| Wingate 344 63 72 7 3
47 2007 | Wingate 250 64 70 12 10
48 2008 | Wingate 222 61 70 3 1
49 2009| Wingate 223 63 72 9 4
50 2010| Wingate 73 40 48 2 5

Source:Data from “Grace Baptist Church,” lenry County Baptist Association Annual
Reports(Martinsville, VA: Henry County Baptist Associatip1961-2010).

Note: A dash (--) indicates that specific data is n@i@ble.
*Members = total members.

School = average Sunday school attendance.

“Worship = average Sunday morning worship attendance

dOther = other additions.
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APPENDIX 3

E-MAIL TO GBC CORE LEADERSHIP

To: GBC Core Leadership [names protected]
From: Dennis E. Wingate

Date: Tuesday, May 22, 2012

Re: D.Min. Research Project

As you know, | am working toward my doctorate degitom Southern Seminary. A
requirement of this degree program is the impleatért of an extensive ministry
research project. | have selected the area obpargvangelism and the local church. |
hope to start conducting research at GBC in the feexmonths (perhaps as early as late
July). I will begin to share the details of thi®pct with our congregation in the coming
weeks. As a courtesy, | simply wanted to let aanedeadership know beforehand.

| would also like to invite you to consider whetlyeu should take a part in this project.
The research will involve personal evangelism tregrior our members and is
specifically designed to strengthen our church. alVescognize that evangelism remains
a weak area at GBC. | am encouraging our coreetsagp (GBC-Leadership Team +
GBC-Deacons) to prayerfully consider becoming a& phthis training. As that often
true cliché proclaims, “As the leadership goegy@es the church.” While this
opportunity may not be for everyone, this researdject focuses on giving its
participants extensive, high-quality training irgenal evangelism with a view to
fruitfulness for the kingdom of God. The studyisited to twelve people. For now, |
simply request that you pray over the coming weagking the Lord whether He desires
that YOU become a part of this research projecbreMater . . . . Have a blessed day.

In Jesus,
Dennis

YIn keeping with principled research and sound sthio participant is
identified by personal name in this study.
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APPENDIX 4

CHURCH BULLETIN INSERT

As many of you know, | am earning my doctorate degrom Southern Seminary in
Louisville, Kentucky. One requirement of the degpeogram is the implementation of
an extensive ministry research project. | haveaet the area of personal evangelism
and the local church for my project work. | hopéoegin the research at Grace Baptist
Church in the near future.

| would like you to consider taking a part in thesearch project. The research will
involve personal evangelism training for our merstaard is designed to strengthen our
church. We all recognize that evangelism remawsak area at Grace Baptist.
Therefore, | am encouraging our congregation ab@eyand you in particular, to
consider becoming a part of this training. Whiles topportunity may not be for
everyone, this research project focuses on giwspgarticipants comprehensive, high-
guality training in personal evangelism with a viewfruitfulness for the kingdom of
God. The study is limited to twelve individuals.

| simply request that you pray, asking the Lord thkbe He desires that YOU become a
part of this research. Please let me know as asquossible if you would like to
participate (or have questions). Thanks!

In Jesus—Pastor Dennis
(276) 734-1056 or undershepherd.dennis@gmail.com
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APPENDIX 5

FLYER FOR CONGREGATION

Research Project: Grace Baptist Church
Pastor Dennis—Daoctor of Ministry Program

As many of you know, | am earning my doctorate degrom Southern Seminary in
Louisville, Kentucky. One requirement of the degpeogram is the implementation of
an extensive ministry research project. | havedet the area of personal evangelism
and the local church for my project work. | hopéegin the research at Grace Baptist
Church in the near future.

| would like you to consider taking a part in thésearch project. The research will
involve personal evangelism training for our merstaard is designed to strengthen our
church. We all recognize that evangelism remaweak area at Grace Baptist.
Therefore, | am encouraging our congregation ak@eyand you in particular, to
consider becoming a part of this training. Whiiis topportunity may not be for
everyone, this research project focuses on gitggarticipants comprehensive, high-
quality training in personal evangelism with a vigafruitfulness for the kingdom of
God. The study is limited to twelve individuals.

| simply request that you pray, asking the Lord thlkee He desires that YOU become a
part of this research. Please let me know by Synlime 24th if you would like to
participate (or have questions). Thanks!

In Jesus—Pastor Dennis
(276) 734-1056 or undershepherd.dennis@gmail.com
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APPENDIX 6

REQUEST FOR CONTROL GROUP PARTICIPANT

To: [name protected]

From: Dennis E. Wingate

Date: Monday, July 2, 2012

Re: D.Min. Research Project: Control Group

[name protected],

As you know, | am in the process of starting my ihMroject work at Grace Baptist.
For this project to be stronger, it will requirea\groups of participants—a control group
and a test group. To date, the test group isdogl Now, | need to select the control
group. While the test group will be involved inekty evangelism training, the control
group will function just as this—a project contfol the study. The control group will
be asked simply to do two things: (1) take a p@gmt and post-project survey [roughly
15-30 minutes to complete depending upon the iddad], and (2) be prayer support for
one person in the test group. By volunteeringdip Ime, | would ask you to complete
the first pre-project survey during the last pdrdway and return to me by Sun, 8-5-2012;
the second survey (post-project survey; exactlystmae survey as the first pre-project
one) will need to be completed around the end ofédtber as the test group finishes its
work.

After prayer and reflection, your name comes todnikVould you be willing to be a part
of the control group for my D.Min. project? Pledsteme know as soon as you can
(preferably by e-mail response) since | am worldiigiently toward having all things in
place by mid-July. Thanks!

In Christ’'s Name,
Dennis

YIn keeping with principled research and sound sthio participant is
identified by personal name in this study.

136



APPENDIX 7
PRE- AND POST-PROJECT SURVEY
(RESEARCH INSTRUMENT 1)

Agreement to Participate

The research in which you are about to particigatiesigned: (1) to collect basic
information about the participant, (2) to captuggeasonal evangelism background, and
(3) to measure one’s beliefs, practices, and egpees in personal evangelism. This
research is being conducted by Dennis E. Wingatpuoses of his Doctor of Ministry
project at The Southern Baptist Theological Senyin&n this research, you will be asked
to complete the following survey twice, once at lleginning of the fifteen-week
research period and again at its conclusion. Afyrmation you provide will be held
strictly confidential and at no time will your name be reported, orrymame identified
with your responsesParticipation in this study is totally voluntary diyou are free to
withdraw from the study at any time

By your completion of this survey, you are givimjarmed consent for the use of your
responses in this research.

General Information
Please print your first, middle, and last initials

Please answer the following seven questions asaetyiand honestly as possible.
1. What is your age?

__Under 20

_20-29

_30-39

___40-49

__ 50-59

_ 60-69

____ 70 or above
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2. What is your sex?
____Male

Female

3. How long have you been a Christian?
____Lessthan 1 year
____1-5years
____6-10years
____11-15years
____16-20 years
___21-25years

____More than 25 years

Personal Evangelism Background
4. How many “evangelism training” courses have yoarated?
__ None
One

____Two

____Three

More than three

5. How often do you share your personal testimony?
2-5 times per week
Once a week

Once a month
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____0Once a year
___Veryrarely
___Never

| do not understand this question

6. How often do you specifically share the gospel rage8
____2-5times per week
____Once aweek
_____Once a month
____Once a year
____Veryrarely
____ Never

| do not understand this question

7. How many individuals have you personally led toisg¥aith in Jesus Christ?
__ None
___lindividual
____2individuals
__3individuals
__ 4 individuals
__5individuals
____More than 5 individuals

| do not understand this question
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Beliefs, Practices, and Experiences

Using the following scale as a guide (1, 2, 3,r%) please respond truthfully to each
statement according to your personal beliefs, pregtand experiences. Also, please
circle the number of any statement you douraderstand.

1 2 3 4 5
Strongly Disagree Uniaim Agree Strong
Disagree Agree

1. God wants every follower of Jesus Choistssume the responsibility and
privilege of spreading the gospel and makirsgiples.

2. Election is an act of God before creatiowhich he chooses some people
to be saved.

3. | can present the gospel message e#ctiv an unbeliever.

4. God is holy and just and must punish sin.

5. Accountability is important in the lifeaChristian.

6. | know how to share my personal testimaitly another person.

7. Effectual call is an act of God in whid summons people to Himself.
8. All humans are sinners by nature andhioyce.

9. The “Great Commission” in the New Testaini®a biblical command to
go and make disciples of Jesus Christ.

10. Regeneration is an act of God in whiehirhparts new spiritual life.

11. A commitment to effective Christian wegsing will likely require formal
evangelism training.

12. Conversion is our willing response ®dbspel call, in which we
sincerely repent of sins and place ourt fru€hrist for salvation.

13. | feel “ill equipped” to present the gelsmessage to others.
14. Justification is an act of God in whiitdhdeclares the sinner righteous.

15. God offers forgiveness of sin and etdifieahrough faith in Jesus Christ.

140



16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

21.

22.

23.

24.

25.

26.

27.

28.

29.

30.

31.

32.

33.

Adoption is the act of God whereby H&esaus members of His family.
A “conversion testimony” tells how orecdme a Christian.
The gospel message is for all peopieaworld.

Sanctification is the progressive wdriéod and man that makes us more
and more free from sin and more like Christur lives.

People who die without a personal xatatiip with Jesus are forever
damned.

A “recovery testimony” tells how Jesetpbd one with a problem or
need.

Accountability may function to strengthpersonal evangelistic efforts.

World missionary activity is rooted ind3s call to the nation of Israel
in the Old Testament.

Evangelism is the proclamation of thgpgbto unbelievers.

Perseverance (of the saints) is theflgkt all those who are truly “born
again” will be kept by God’s power untiktiery end of their lives.

There may be barriers in our lives tiwaaten personal evangelism and
the spread of the gospel message.

Not all gospel seeds will yield riperigpal fruit but some will surely
produce a great harvest for the Lord.

The death of a Christian has a vergwfft end than that of a non-
Christian.

The Holy Spirit empowers gospel prockona

Glorification is the final step in reddrn, giving believers resurrection
bodies.

The more | engage in personal evangelimrbetter | will become at it.
Evangelism should be a vital elemertiwithe Christian community.

| feel comfortable initiating spiritu@nversations with people.
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34.

35.

36.

37.

38.

39.

Making disciples involves proclaiming gospel message, baptizing
those who respond in faith, and teachimgrtiow to live in the ways
of God.

Proclaiming the good news of Jesus Qhilisposition the Christian
against the kingdom of darkness and spirittarfare will increase.

There are numerous models/methods fodalping personal evangelism.

If someone has the desire, | have betkrowledge and the skills to lead
him or her to saving faith in Jesus Christ.

The apostle Paul knew how to verbalige€hristian witness (personal
testimony) and did so at every opportutotgnyone who would listen.

The gospel message brings love andtobdpe community.
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APPENDIX 8

LETTER OF INSTRUCTION: TEST GROUP

July 20, 2012
[name protected],
Grace to you and peace from God our Father antddteeJesus Christ (Phil 1:2).

First, let me say that | am deeply encouraged hy @hristian witness and your
willingness to participate in my Doctor of MinistBroject. | look forward to how the
Lord will work in our lives for His glory.

Second, allow me to share a few important detaifgetting this project underway.

1. The study is designed for a fifteen-week durati@ve will formally begin on
Sun, 8-5-2012, 6:00 PM. Each class will last apppnately ninety minutes.

2. We will plan to meet weekly in the Youth Il Sundaghool classroom located on
the second floor of the GBC Office Complex.

3. Each class session is important, and yet | knoviweebusy lives. Therefore,
make-up sessions will be on Thursdays at 7:00 Pdufshould miss a class.

4. The project has two groups of people, a test geoupa control group. You are a
part of the test group that will be involved in egalism training.

5. Please complete the enclosed pre-project surveyetarh to me by Sun, 8-5-
2012. Please use the brown envelope to returnsuowey. Thanks!

If you have any questions or concerns, please égkmow. Again, | am very grateful for
all your help.

Serving Jesus,

Dennis E. Wingate, Pastor

YIn keeping with principled research and sound sthio participant is
identified by personal name in this study.
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APPENDIX 9

PERSONAL EVANGELISM BACKGROUND:
TEST GROUP, PRE-PROJECT

Table A2. Personal evangelism background: testmrpre-project

ID Training’ Testimony Gospel Evangelisrfi
T-101 1 Once a month * 1
T-102 3 Very rarely Very rarely 2
T-103 More than 3 Very rarely Very rarely 1
T-104 3 Very rarely Very rarely 2
T-105 0 * * *
T-106 More than 3 Once a year Once a year 1
T-107 3 Once a week Once a week More than 5
T-108 2 2-5 times per week  2-5 times per week 3
T-109 1 Very rarely Once a month --
T-110 2 Once a week Once a month 0

Note: An asterisk (*) in the any column represents tiaadardized participant response,
“I do not understand this question.” A dash (egdted in the “Evangelism” column
reflects that the participant gave a non-standaddanswer to the question.

*Training = column reflects participant responséh®question, “How many ‘evangelism
training’ courses have you attended?”

PTestimony = column reflects participant responsthéoquestion, “How often do you
share your personal testimony?”

‘Gospel = column reflects participant response ¢ogiestion, “How often do you
specifically share the gospel message?”

dEvangelism = column reflects participant respoosté question, “How many
individuals have you personally led to saving faitdesus Christ?”
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APPENDIX 10

PRE-PROJECT SURVEY RESPONSES: TEST GROUP

Survey responses reflect the “Beliefs, Practiced,EExperiences” segment of the

research instrument (Research Instrument 1).

Possible responses: 1 = strongly disagree

2 = disagree
3 = uncertain
4 = agree

5 = strong agree
* = do not understand

Table A3. Test group pre-project survey responses

Responses (10 participants)

*

Statements 1 2 3 4 5

1. God wants every follower of Jesus Christ to
assume the responsibility and privilege of
spreading the gospel and making disciples. 0 0 0 1 9 0
2. Election is an act of God before creation in
which he chooses some people to be saved. 0 0 1 3 5 1
3. | can present the gospel message effectively|to
an unbeliever. 0 0 4 5 0 1
4. God is holy and just and must punish sin.

0 0 0 3 7 0
5. Accountability is important in the life of a
Christian. 0 0 0 2 8 0
6. | know how to share my personal testimony
with another person. 0 0 1 7 2 0
7. Effectual call is an act of God in which He
summons people to Himself. 0 0 0 4 4 2
8. All humans are sinners by nature and by choijce.

0 1 0 1 8 0
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Table A3—Continued. Test group pre-project sumesponses

Responses (10 participants)

*

Statements 1 2 3 4 5
9. The “Great Commission” in the New Testament
is a biblical command to go and make disciples pf
Jesus Christ. 0 0 0 2 8 0
10. Regeneration is an act of God in which He
imparts new spiritual life. 0 0 0 2 8 0
11. A commitment to effective Christian
witnessing will likely require formal evangelism
training. 1 1 0 7 1 0
12. Conversion is our willing response to the
gospel call, in which we sincerely repent of sins
and place our trust in Christ for salvation. 0 0 0 2 8 0
13. | feel “ill equipped” to present the gospel
message to others. 1 4 1 3 0 1
14. Justification is an act of God in which He
declares the sinner righteous. 0 0 1 2 6 1
15. God offers forgiveness of sin and eternal life
through faith in Jesus Christ. 0 0 0 1 9 0
16. Adoption is the act of God whereby He makes
us members of His family. 0 0 0 2 8 0
17. A “conversion testimony” tells how one
became a Christian. 0 0 0 2 8 0
18. The gospel message is for all people in the
world. 0 0] O 2 8 | O
19. Sanctification is the progressive work of Gogd
and man that makes us more and more free from
sin and more like Christ in our lives. 1 0 0 3 6 0
20. People who die without a personal relationghip
with Jesus are forever damned. 0 0 0 2 8 0
21. A “recovery testimony” tells how Jesus helped
one with a problem or need. 0 0 2 2 4 2
22. Accountability may function to strengthen
personal evangelistic efforts. 0 0 0 4 6 0
23. World missionary activity is rooted in God’s
call to the nation of Israel in the Old Testament.| 0 1 1 3 4 1
24. Evangelism is the proclamation of the gospel
to unbelievers. 0 0 0 2 8 0
25. Perseverance (of the saints) is the beliefaha
those who are truly “born again” will be kept by
God'’s power until the very end of their lives. 0 0 0 3 7 0
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Table A3—Continued. Test group pre-project sumesponses

Responses (10 participants)

*

Statements 1 2 3 4 5
26. There may be barriers in our lives that tleeat
personal evangelism and the spread of the gospel
message. 0 0 0 S S 0
27. Not all gospel seeds will yield ripe spiritual
fruit but some will surely produce a great harvest
for the Lord. 0 0 0 3 7 0
28. The death of a Christian has a very different
end than that of a non-Christian. 0 0 0 2 8 0
29. The Holy Spirit empowers gospel
proclamation. 0 0 0 2 8 0
30. Glorification is the final step in redemption,
giving believers resurrection bodies. 0 0 0 2 8 0
31. The more | engage in personal evangelism,the
better | will become at it. 0 0 1 4 5 0
32. Evangelism should be a vital element within
the Christian community. 0 0 0 3 7 0
33. | feel comfortable initiating spiritual
conversations with people. 0 2 2 5 1 0
34. Making disciples involves proclaiming the
gospel message, baptizing those who respond in
faith, and teaching them how to live in the ways |of
God. 0| 0| 0| 3 710
35. Proclaiming the good news of Jesus Christ will
position the Christian against the kingdom of
darkness and spiritual warfare will increase. 0 0 0 4 6 0
36. There are numerous models/methods today for
doing personal evangelism. 0 0 1 3 6 0
37. If someone has the desire, | have both the
knowledge and the skills to lead him or her to
saving faith in Jesus Christ. 0 0 2 7 1 0
38. The apostle Paul knew how to verbalize his
Christian witness (personal testimony) and did o
at every opportunity to anyone who would listen| 0 0 0 4 6 0
39. The gospel message brings love and hope (o
the community. 0 0 1 5 4 0
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APPENDIX 11
PRE-PROJECT SURVEY RESPONSES:
TEST GROUP, SORTED BY CATEGORY
Survey responses reflect the “Beliefs, Practiced,Experiences” segment of the

research instrument (Research Instrument 1).

Possible responses: 1 = strongly disagree

2 = disagree
3 = uncertain
4 = agree

5 = strong agree
* = do not understand

Table A4. Biblical knowledge—Great Commission dim&ts

Responses (10 participants)
Statements 1 2 3 4 5
4. God is holy and just and must punish sin.

>x

0 0 0 3| 7|0
8. All humans are sinners by nature and by chojce.
0 1 0 1 8 0
9. The “Great Commission” in the New Testament
is a biblical command to go and make disciples pf

Jesus Christ. 0 0 0 2 8 0
15. God offers forgiveness of sin and eternal life

through faith in Jesus Christ. 0 0 0 1 9 0
18. The gospel message is for all people in the

world. 0| 0| O 2 8 | O
20. People who die without a personal relationghip

with Jesus are forever damned. 0 0 0 2 8 0

23. World missionary activity is rooted in God’s
call to the nation of Israel in the Old Testament.| 0O 1 1 3 4 1

%Gray-scale shading employed to stress the groupnesaonse level for each statement.
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Table A4—Continued. Biblical knowledge—Great Corasmn doctrines

Responses (10 participants)

*

Statements 1 2 3 4 5

24. Evangelism is the proclamation of the gospel
to unbelievers. 0 0 0 2 8 0
27. Not all gospel seeds will yield ripe spiritual
fruit but some will surely produce a great harvest
for the Lord. 0 0 0 3 7 0
29. The Holy Spirit empowers gospel
proclamation. 0 0 0 2 8 0
32. Evangelism should be a vital element withirj
the Christian community. 0 0 0 3 7 0
34. Making disciples involves proclaiming the
gospel message, baptizing those who respond in
faith, and teaching them how to live in the ways |of
God. 0 0 0 3 7 0
38. The apostle Paul knew how to verbalize his
Christian witness (personal testimony) and did o
at every opportunity to anyone who would listen| 0 0 0 4 6 0
39. The gospel message brings love and hope {o
the community. 0 0 1 5 4 0

Total Responses 0 2 2 13|99 1

Percentage 0 1 1 2671 1

Table A5. Biblical knowledge—order of salvationctiines

Responses (10 participants)

Statements 1 2 3 4 5
2. Election is an act of God before creation in
which he chooses some people to be saved. 0 0 1 3 5 1
7. Effectual call is an act of God in which He
summons people to Himself. 0 0 0 4 4 2
10. Regeneration is an act of God in which He
imparts new spiritual life. 0 0 0 2 8 0
12. Conversion is our willing response to the
gospel call, in which we sincerely repent of sins
and place our trust in Christ for salvation. 0 0 0 2 8 0
14. Justification is an act of God in which He
declares the sinner righteous. 0 0 1 2 6 1
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Table A5—Continued. Biblical knowledge—order olvsdion doctrines

Responses (10 participants)

*

Statements 1 2 3 4 5
16. Adoption is the act of God whereby He makes
us members of His family. 0 0 0 2 8 0
19. Sanctification is the progressive work of God
and man that makes us more and more free from
sin and more like Christ in our lives. 1 0 0 3 6 0
25. Perseverance (of the saints) is the beliefaha
those who are truly “born again” will be kept by
God’s power until the very end of their lives. 0 0 0 3 7 0
28. The death of a Christian has a very different
end than that of a non-Christian. 0 0 0 2 8 0
30. Glorification is the final step in redemption,
giving believers resurrection bodies. 0 0 0 2 8 0
Total Responses 1 0 2 |25 68| 4
Percentage 1 0 2 | 25| 68| 4

Table A6. Evangelistic skill

Responses (10 participants)

*

Statements 1 2 3 4 5
3. | can present the gospel message effectively|to
an unbeliever. 0 0 4 5 0 1
6. | know how to share my personal testimony
with another person. 0 0 1 7 2 0
11. A commitment to effective Christian
witnessing will likely require formal evangelism
training. 1 1 0 7 1 0
13. | feel “[ill] equipped” to present the gospel
message to othefs. 0| 3|1 |4|1]1
17. A “conversion testimony” tells how one
became a Christian. 0 0 0 2 8 0

®This particular statement appears in the negatide therefore, disrupts the flow of
typical answers. A higher response level normialtijcates a more favorable position.

Here, for calculation purposes only, the statenexs recast to the positive and its
response level mirrored. The original series aohbars were 1, 4, 1, 3, 0; 1.
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Table A6—Continued. Evangelistic skill

Responses (10 participants)

Statements 1 2 3 4 5
21. A ‘recovery testimony” tells how Jesus helped
one with a problem or need. 0 0 2 2 4 2

26. There may be barriers in our lives that tleeat
personal evangelism and the spread of the gospel

message. 0 0 0 5 5 0
31. The more | engage in personal evangelism,the

better | will become at it. 0 0 1 4 5 0
33. | feel comfortable initiating spiritual

conversations with people. 0 2 2 5 1 0

35. Proclaiming the good news of Jesus Christ will
position the Christian against the kingdom of

darkness and spiritual warfare will increase. 0 0 0 4 6 0
36. There are numerous models/methods today for
doing personal evangelism. 0 0 1 3 6 0

37. If someone has the desire, | have both the
knowledge and the skills to lead him or her to

saving faith in Jesus Christ. 0 0 2 7 1 0
Total Responses 1 6 | 14 | 55| 40| 4
Percentage 1 5 |12 ] 46| 33| 3

Table A7. Personal accountability

Responses (10 participants)
Statements 1 2 3 4 5
1. God wants every follower of Jesus Christ to
assume the responsibility and privilege of
spreading the gospel and making disciples. 0 0 0 1 9 0
5. Accountability is important in the life of a
Christian. 0 0 0 2 8 0
22. Accountability may function to strengthen
personal evangelistic efforts. 0 0 0 4 6 0
Total Responses 0 0 0 7 123| 0
Percentage 0 0 O | 23| 77| O
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APPENDIX 12

LETTER OF INSTRUCTION: CONTROL GROUP

July 20, 2012
[name protected],
Grace to you and peace from God our Father antddteeJesus Christ (Phil 1:2).

First, let me say that | am deeply encouraged hy @hristian witness and your
willingness to participate in my Doctor of MinistBroject. | look forward to how the
Lord will work in our lives for His glory.

Second, allow me to share a few important detaifgetting this project underway.

1. The study is designed for a fifteen-week durati@ve will formally begin on
Sun, 8-5-2012.

2. The project has two groups of people, a test gemgpa control group. You are a
part of the control group. The control group vidihction to provide a baseline
control for this study.

3. The control group will be asked to do two things: to take a pre-project and
post-project survey, and (2) to provide prayer supfor one person in the test
group.

4. Please complete the enclosed pre-project surveyedach to me by Sun, 8-5-
2012. Please use the brown envelope to returnsuowey. Thanks!

If you have any questions or concerns, please égkmow. Again, | am very grateful for
all your help.

Serving Jesus,

Dennis E. Wingate, Pastor

YIn keeping with principled research and sound sthio participant is
identified by personal name in this study.
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APPENDIX 13

PERSONAL EVANGELISM BACKGROUND:
CONTROL GROUP, PRE-PROJECT

Table A8. Personal evangelism background: cogtalp, pre-project

ID Training® Testimony Gospel Evangelisrfi
C-101 2 Once a year Very rarely 0
C-102 2 Once a month Once a week 2
C-103 0 Once a week Once a week *
C-104 1 Very rarely Very rarely 0
C-105 1 Once a year Once a week 0
C-106 More than 3 Very rarely Once a year 0
C-107 3 Very rarely Once a month 0
C-108 2 Once a week 2-5 times per week 0
C-109 3 Very rarely Once a month 1
C-110 1 Once a month Once a month 1

Note: An asterisk (*) in the any column represents taedardized participant response,
“I do not understand this question.”

®Training = column reflects participant responsé®question, “How many ‘evangelism
training’ courses have you attended?”

PTestimony = column reflects participant responsthéoquestion, “How often do you
share your personal testimony?”

‘Gospel = column reflects participant response éogilrestion, “How often do you
specifically share the gospel message?”

dEvangelism = column reflects participant resposthié question, “How many
individuals have you personally led to saving faitllesus Christ?”
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APPENDIX 14

PRE-PROJECT SURVEY RESPONSES:
CONTROL GROUP

Survey responses reflect the “Beliefs, Practiced,EExperiences” segment of the

research instrument (Research Instrument 1).

Possible responses: 1 = strongly disagree

2 = disagree
3 = uncertain
4 = agree

5 = strong agree
* = do not understand

Table A9. Control group pre-project survey resgesns

Responses (10 participants)

x

Statements 1 2 3 4 5

1. God wants every follower of Jesus Christ to
assume the responsibility and privilege of
spreading the gospel and making disciples. 0 0 0 1 9 0
2. Election is an act of God before creation in
which he chooses some people to be saved. 0 0 2 2 3 3
3. | can present the gospel message effectively|to
an unbeliever. 0 0 3 6 0 1
4. God is holy and just and must punish sin.

0| 0] O 2 8 | 0
5. Accountability is important in the life of a
Christian. 0 0 0 1 9 0
6. | know how to share my personal testimony
with another person. 0 0 0 7 3 0
7. Effectual call is an act of God in which He
summons people to Himself. 0 0 0 2 4 4
8. All humans are sinners by nature and by chojce.

0| 0| O 2 8 | O
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Table A9—Continued. Control group pre-project gyrvesponses

Responses (10 participants)

*

Statements 1 2 3 4 5
9. The “Great Commission” in the New Testament
is a biblical command to go and make disciples pf
Jesus Christ. 0 0 10| O
10. Regeneration is an act of God in which He
imparts new spiritual life. 0 0 7 0
11. A commitment to effective Christian
witnessing will likely require formal evangelism
training. 1 2 0 0
12. Conversion is our willing response to the
gospel call, in which we sincerely repent of sins
and place our trust in Christ for salvation. 0 0 10| O
13. | feel “ill equipped” to present the gospel
message to others. 1 5 0 1
14. Justification is an act of God in which He
declares the sinner righteous. 0 0 4 1
15. God offers forgiveness of sin and eternal life
through faith in Jesus Christ. 0 0 10| O
16. Adoption is the act of God whereby He makes
us members of His family. 0 0 6 1
17. A “conversion testimony” tells how one
became a Christian. 0 0 7 0
18. The gospel message is for all people in the
world. 0 0 9 |1 0
19. Sanctification is the progressive work of Gogd
and man that makes us more and more free from
sin and more like Christ in our lives. 0 0 4 0
20. People who die without a personal relationghip
with Jesus are forever damned. 0 1 8 0
21. A “recovery testimony” tells how Jesus helped
one with a problem or need. 0 0 3 1
22. Accountability may function to strengthen
personal evangelistic efforts. 0 0 5 0
23. World missionary activity is rooted in God’s
call to the nation of Israel in the Old Testament.| 1 0 1 1
24. Evangelism is the proclamation of the gospel
to unbelievers. 0 0 8 0
25. Perseverance (of the saints) is the beliefaha
those who are truly “born again” will be kept by
God'’s power until the very end of their lives. 0 0 5 0
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Table A9—Continued. Control group pre-project gyrvesponses

Responses (10 participants)

*

Statements 1 2 3 4 5
26. There may be barriers in our lives that tleeat
personal evangelism and the spread of the gospel
message. 0 0 S 0
27. Not all gospel seeds will yield ripe spiritual
fruit but some will surely produce a great harvest
for the Lord. 0 0 7 0
28. The death of a Christian has a very different
end than that of a non-Christian. 0 0 10| O
29. The Holy Spirit empowers gospel
proclamation. 0 0 7 0
30. Glorification is the final step in redemption,
giving believers resurrection bodies. 0 0 4 0
31. The more | engage in personal evangelism,the
better | will become at it. 0 0 5 0
32. Evangelism should be a vital element within
the Christian community. 0 0 9 0
33. | feel comfortable initiating spiritual
conversations with people. 0 1 1 0
34. Making disciples involves proclaiming the
gospel message, baptizing those who respond in
faith, and teaching them how to live in the ways |of
God. 0 0 8 | O
35. Proclaiming the good news of Jesus Christ will
position the Christian against the kingdom of
darkness and spiritual warfare will increase. 0 0 2 1
36. There are numerous models/methods today for
doing personal evangelism. 0 0 4 0
37. If someone has the desire, | have both the
knowledge and the skills to lead him or her to
saving faith in Jesus Christ. 0 0 3 0
38. The apostle Paul knew how to verbalize his
Christian witness (personal testimony) and did o
at every opportunity to anyone who would listen| 0 0 6 0
39. The gospel message brings love and hope (o
the community. 0 0 6 0
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APPENDIX 15
PRE-PROJECT SURVEY RESPONSES:
CONTROL GROUP, SORTED BY CATEGORY
Survey responses reflect the “Beliefs, Practiced,EExperiences” segment of the

research instrument (Research Instrument 1).

Possible responses: 1 = strongly disagree

2 = disagree
3 = uncertain
4 = agree

5 = strong agree
* = do not understand

Table A10. Biblical knowledge—Great Commission tioes

Responses (10 participants)
Statements 1 2 3 4 5
4. God is holy and just and must punish sin.

>x

0 0 0 2 1 8|0
8. All humans are sinners by nature and by chojce.
0 0 0 2 8 0
9. The “Great Commission” in the New Testament
is a biblical command to go and make disciples pf

Jesus Christ. 0 0 0 0 10| O
15. God offers forgiveness of sin and eternal life

through faith in Jesus Christ. 0 0 0 0 [10]| O
18. The gospel message is for all people in the

world. 0| O 110 9 | 0
20. People who die without a personal relationghip

with Jesus are forever damned. 0 1 0 1 8 0

23. World missionary activity is rooted in God’s
call to the nation of Israel in the Old Testament.| 1 0 4 3 1 1

%Gray-scale shading employed to stress the groupnesaonse level for each statement.
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Table A10—Continued. Biblical knowledge—Great Coission doctrines

Responses (10 participants)

*

Statements 1 2 3 4 5

24. Evangelism is the proclamation of the gospel
to unbelievers. 0 0 0 2 8 0
27. Not all gospel seeds will yield ripe spiritual
fruit but some will surely produce a great harvest
for the Lord. 0 0 0 3 7 0
29. The Holy Spirit empowers gospel
proclamation. 0 0 0 3 7 0
32. Evangelism should be a vital element withirj
the Christian community. 0 0 0 1 9 0
34. Making disciples involves proclaiming the
gospel message, baptizing those who respond in
faith, and teaching them how to live in the ways |of
God. 0 0 0 2 8 0
38. The apostle Paul knew how to verbalize his
Christian witness (personal testimony) and did o
at every opportunity to anyone who would listen| 0 0 0 4 6 0
39. The gospel message brings love and hope {o
the community. 0 0 0 4 6 0

Total Responses 1 1 5 | 27 |105] 1

Percentage 1 1 4 119 | 75| 1

Table A11. Biblical knowledge—order of salvationctrines

Responses (10 participants)

Statements 1 2 3 4 5
2. Election is an act of God before creation in
which he chooses some people to be saved. 0 0 2 2 3 3
7. Effectual call is an act of God in which He
summons people to Himself. 0 0 0 2 4 4
10. Regeneration is an act of God in which He
imparts new spiritual life. 0 0 0 3 7 0
12. Conversion is our willing response to the
gospel call, in which we sincerely repent of sins
and place our trust in Christ for salvation. 0 0 0 0|10 O
14. Justification is an act of God in which He
declares the sinner righteous. 0 0 1 4 4 1
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Table A11—Continued. Biblical knowledge—order afvation doctrines

Responses (10 participants)

*

Statements 1 2 3 4 5
16. Adoption is the act of God whereby He makes
us members of His family. 0 0 1 2 6 1
19. Sanctification is the progressive work of God
and man that makes us more and more free from
sin and more like Christ in our lives. 0 0 0 6 4 0
25. Perseverance (of the saints) is the beliefaha
those who are truly “born again” will be kept by
God'’s power until the very end of their lives. 0 0 1 4 5 0
28. The death of a Christian has a very different
end than that of a non-Christian. 0 0 0 0O |10 O
30. Glorification is the final step in redemption,
giving believers resurrection bodies. 0 0 2 4 4 0
Total Responses 0 0 7 |27 | 57| 9
Percentage 0 0 7 | 27| 57| 9

Table A12. Evangelistic skill

Responses (10 participants)

*

Statements 1 2 3 4 5
3. | can present the gospel message effectively|to
an unbeliever. 0 0 3 6 0 1
6. | know how to share my personal testimony
with another person. 0 0 0 7 3 0
11. A commitment to effective Christian
witnessing will likely require formal evangelism
training. 1 2 1 6 0 0
13. | feel “[ill] equipped” to present the gospel
message to othefs. 0O| 215|111
17. A “conversion testimony” tells how one
became a Christian. 0 0 0 3 7 0

®This particular statement appears in the negatide therefore, disrupts the flow of
typical answers. A higher response level normialtijcates a more favorable position.

Here, for calculation purposes only, the statenexs recast to the positive and its
response level mirrored. The original series aohbars were 1, 5, 1, 2, 0; 1.
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Table A12—Continued. Evangelistic skill

Responses (10 participants)

Statements 1 2 3 4 5
21. A ‘recovery testimony” tells how Jesus helped
one with a problem or need. 0 0 3 3 3 1

26. There may be barriers in our lives that tleeat
personal evangelism and the spread of the gospel

message. 0 0 0 5 5 0
31. The more | engage in personal evangelism,the

better | will become at it. 0 0 0 5 5 0
33. | feel comfortable initiating spiritual

conversations with people. 0 1 4 4 1 0

35. Proclaiming the good news of Jesus Christ will
position the Christian against the kingdom of

darkness and spiritual warfare will increase. 0 0 0 7 2 1
36. There are numerous models/methods today for
doing personal evangelism. 0 0 2 4 4 0

37. If someone has the desire, | have both the
knowledge and the skills to lead him or her to

saving faith in Jesus Christ. 0 0 3 4 3 0
Total Responses 1 5 |17 | 59| 34| 4
Percentage 1 4 | 14 | 49 | 28 | 3

Table A13. Personal accountability

Responses (10 participants)
Statements 1 2 3 4 5
1. God wants every follower of Jesus Christ to
assume the responsibility and privilege of
spreading the gospel and making disciples. 0 0 0 1 9 0
5. Accountability is important in the life of a
Christian. 0 0 0 1 9 0
22. Accountability may function to strengthen
personal evangelistic efforts. 0 0 1 4 5 0
Total Responses 0 0 1 6 | 23| 0
Percentage 0 0 3120 77| 0
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APPENDIX 16

PARTNERSHIPS: PRAYER SUPPORT
AND ACCOUNTABILITY

Table A14. Prayer configuration for test group

ID Test Group Test Group Control Group
Participant Prayer Partner and Prayer Partner
[name protected] Accountability Partner [name protected]
[name protected]

T-101 T-101 T-102 C-101
T-102 T-102 T-101 C-102
T-103 T-103 T-110 C-103
T-104 T-104 T-108 C-104
T-105 T-105 T-109 C-105
T-106 T-106 T-107 C-106
T-107 T-107 T-106 C-107
T-108 T-108 T-104 C-108
T-109 T-109 T-105 C-109
T-110 T-110 T-103 C-110

®n keeping with principled research and sound sthio participant is identified by
personal name in this study.

Along with basic instructions to the test group @eming this prayer grid, | also
communicated the following information to contrebgp members on 8-5-2012:

Hey. | am enclosing some information for you relgag the D.Min. project. As a
control group participant, | would like to ask tlyaiu begin praying diligently for your
test group partner. Your assigned partner is ifjelighted name [here, italicized] to the
far left of your name under “test group participarftor example, C-101 will pray for
T-101 during this study. At a minimum, please jrapr the success of your partner
during the fifteen-week evangelism training perioal+to the glory of God. 1 will ask
your assigned individual to contact you within tlext two weeks to discuss specific
prayer concerns they may have regarding this wdtkanks so much!
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APPENDIX 17

LESSON 1 (SESSION 1)

Sunday, August 5, 2012

Welcome and Fellowship
Attendance Shekt

Introductory Issues
The BIG Picture (D.Min. project; DEW, You, GBC, KOG
Project Overview
Fifteen-Week Research Plan (Handodt 1)
Partnerships: Prayer Support and Accountabilityndtat 2§
Collect Pre-Project Surveys

Opening Prayer (Leader)

Lesson 1: The Great Commission
Core Objective: To develop an increased understgnafi the biblical mandate for
personal evangelism

1. Is a mission to the nations exclusively a New Trestat concept?

2. Old Testament “Great Commission”
a. Seed of Eve (Gen 3:15), seed of Shem (Gen 9:27)
b. *Seed of Abraham—Gen 12:3 (Gen 12:1-9)
c. Nation of Israel (Ps 67)
d. Israel was to be a channel of blessing; God’s missies to the world

'Appendix 18.

’DEW = Dennis E. Wingate, You = Test Group Partinip&BC = Grace
Baptist Church, and KOG = Kingdom of God.

*Table 1.
“Appendix 16, Table Al14.
*Appendix 7.
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3. New Testament Great Commission
a. Found in all four gospels plus book of Acts
I. Matt 28:18-20, Mark 16:15, Luke 24:46-48, John 20:2
ii. Acts 1:8
b. A closerlook. .. pulverize Matt 28:18-20

4. Today, Christians are to be a continuation of Gaai'ssion to the world!

Handouts and Assignments
Read: Mission in the Old Testament—Part 1 (Han@yut
Overcoming Walls to Witnessityy Beougher (Handout 4)
Read: “Introduction” and “Breaking the Barrier cédt”
Complete Weekly Feedback Form (Handodt 5)
Due at Session 2 (weekly)
Contact your Control Group Prayer Partner

Closing Prayer (Participarit)

®Appendix 19.

’See bibliography. This resource is available tgtothe Southern Seminary
LifeWay Christian Store located in Louisville, Keaky.

8Appendix 20.
®Each participant closed in prayer for the groufeast one time during the

fifteen-week project duration. This exercise emaged Christian maturity.
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APPENDIX 18

ATTENDANCE SHEET
(RESEARCH INSTRUMENT 2)

Agreement to Participate

The research in which you are about to particigatesigned to document your weekly
attendance in personal evangelism training. Tdggarch is being conducted by Dennis
E. Wingate for purposes of his Doctor of Ministmpject at The Southern Baptist
Theological Seminary. In this research, you wdlldsked to mark your attendance each
and every week during the course of this fifteerekveesearch period. Any information
you provide will be heldtrictly confidential and at no time will your name be reported,
or your name identified with your responsé&articipation in this study is totally
voluntary and you are free to withdraw from thedstat any time

By your completion of this sheet, you are givinfprmed consent for the use of your
responses in this research.

164



Table A15. Attendance sheet

Name

Week #

7

8

9

D11

12

13

14

15

Person-1

Person-2

Person-3

Person-4

Person-5

Person-6

Person-7

Person-8

Person-9

Person-10
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APPENDIX 19

MISSION IN THE OLD TESTAMENT—PART 1

Core Objective
To demonstrate that God had a plan for missionisérOld Testameht

Introduction
Is a mission to the nations, as expressed in teat®@ommission passages of the four
Gospels, exclusively a New Testament concept? pissisible to find continuity within
both the Old and New Testaments as it relatesdemetive history? Could it be that
God had a special purpose in blessing the natidgsraél as He did? Today, we will

explore the idea that God had a plan for missioriee Old Testament.

Teaching Points

1)

2)

3)

4)

5)

Genesis 1-11 is absolutely universal in its scambautlook. The nation of Israel is
not featured as God’s “pet nation” (a view thanisorrectly applied to the Old
Testament).

Although the whole created order was placed unaerse because of the sin of
Adam and Eve, the Scriptures document the blesseihG®d to come through the
seed of Eve (Genesis 3:15), the seed of Shem (Geh@g), and the seed of
Abraham (Genesis 12:3). These passages form maitpiand collective whole
within the redemption story.

If an Old Testament “Great Commission” passage [setidentified, then it would be
Genesis 12:3—"And in you [Abraham] all the familigisthe earth will be blessed.”
This promise is not a pro-Jewish statement buerattveals a worldwide scope.
The continuation of the Abrahamic promise througgiakt and Jacob, the exodus
account and the Mosaic legislation, and the eteronanant with King David (2
Samuel 7) all function to testify that God had anplor missions within the Old
Testament.

In summary, the source of world missionary activétyooted in God'’s call to the
nation of Israel in the Old Testament.

Reinforcement Questions

1)
2)

Is special attention given to any one specific pegpoup or nation in Genesis 1-11?
Where is the first hint of redemptive hope and pgeanof mission found within the
Bible?

This study plan was based on the book: Walter @Gsd€aJr. Mission in the

Old Testamen{Grand Rapids: Baker, 2000).
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3) Does Genesis 12:3 and Matthew 28:18-20 complimeatamother in view of
missions?
4) How do the promises given to Abraham resurfaceiwitie Old Testament account?

Scripture Memory
And | will bless those who bless you, and the ohe wurses you | will curse. And in
you all the families of the earth will be bless&gfiesis 12:3, NASB).

Application/Conclusion

The whole objective of God was to bless one pesplihat they might be the channel
through which all the nations on the earth couttbnee blessings. Israel was to be God’s
missionaries to the world. However, Israel mistedmark of her high calling and acted
selfishly. The result was that Israel restricteel ineans by which the grace of God
should flow to all the nations.
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APPENDIX 20

WEEKLY FEEDBACK FORM
(RESEARCH INSTRUMENT 3)

Agreement to Participate

The research in which you are about to particigatiesigned to capture weekly feedback
from your classroom experience in personal evasigelraining. This research is being
conducted by Dennis E. Wingate for purposes oDistor of Ministry project at The
Southern Baptist Theological Seminary. In thigeesh, you will be asked to complete
the feedback form each and every week during theseoof this fifteen-week research
period. Any information you provide will be hedtrictly confidential and at no time

will your name be reported, or your name identifrath your responsesParticipation

in this study is totally voluntary and you are fteewithdraw from the study at any time

By your completion of this form, you are giving anined consent for the use of your
responses in this research.
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Initials:

Date:

Week #

A. What was the most significatiting you learned in class this week?

B. How can this new knowledge help you in the talSgersonal evangelism?

C. Is there a question you would like answered Besult of this class session?

D. Do you have any additional thoughts you woikd to share?
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APPENDIX 21

LESSON 2 (SESSION 3)

Sunday, August 19, 2012

Welcome and Fellowship
Attendance Shekt

Introductory Issues
Collect Weekly Feedback Forms (Week 2)
Respond to Question(s), re: Weekly Feedback Foree@/\l)
Collect Personal Testimonfes
Discuss Reading-©vercoming Walls to Witnessing
Contact your Control Group Prayer Partner [Done?]

Opening Prayer (Leader)

Lesson 2: The Doctrine of Election
Core Objective: To help participants understanddibetrine of election and its
implications for personal evangelism

1. Order of salvation: election to glorification (x1@gason for study

2. Doctrine of election (predestination)
a. Election: God’s choice of those who will be saved
b. Exegete: Acts 13:48, Rom 8:29-30, Eph 1:3-6, 2 Tifl) Rev 13:8

3. Tension—God's sovereignty and man'’s free will
a. God desires the salvation of all people (Ezek 3311Tim 2:4, 2 Pet 3:9)
b. Repent and believe (Matt 4:17)
c. Judas was accountable (Matt 26:24, John 17:12)
d. Jesus saves all who come (Matt 11:28)

4. Election part of the mystery of God (Rom 11:33)

'Appendix 18.
*Workshop 1 (Session 2).
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5. Relation to personal evangelism
a. Does election make evangelism unimportant? NO!
i. 2Tim 2:10, Matt 28:19
b. Gospel proclamation: (1) expect success, (2) eagaunew believers

Handouts and Assignments
Read: Election (Handout?)
Complete Weekly Feedback Form (Handodt 2)
Read: Jesus: The Ultimate Evangelist and the Geatmission (Handout 3)
Overcoming Walls to Witnessity Beoughet
Read: “Breaking the Barrier of Apathy”
Review Sample Evangelism Report [DEW, #1] (Handb)(t
Note: E-mailing Sessions to Participants (Outlindssignments)

Closing Prayer (Participafit)

3Appendix 22.
“Appendix 20.
*Appendix 23.

®See bibliography. This resource is available tgtothe Southern Seminary
LifeWay Christian Store located in Louisville, Keaky.

"Appendix 25. DEW = Dennis E. Wingate. (See algpéndix 24)

8Each participant closed in prayer for the groufeast one time during the
fifteen-week project duration. This exercise emaged Christian maturity.
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APPENDIX 22
ELECTION
This appendix is representative in form and contémiie assorted handouts offered to
class participants regarding the order of salvatioctrines as well as other theoretical
and practical issues in personal evangelism, spnihed as closely as possible to the
specific session topics. The contents necessathédull series of referenced handouts
may be secured from chapter 3 as appropriate.

The doctrine of election teaches that God chosessodividuals for salvation
before the foundation of the world. Although cownersial in some Christian circles, the
New Testament strongly supports this theologicaitpm (e.g., Acts 13:48, Rom 8:28-
30, Eph 1:3-6}. Furthermore, the Westminster Confession of FAMEF, 1646), an
important standard of British and American Reforrttegblogy, states, “By the decree of

God, for the manifestation of his glory, some med angels are predestinated unto

everlasting life.? Grudem agrees, “Election is an act of God befoeation in which he

The doctrine of predestination (election) origimktgth the controversy
between Augustine (AD 354-AD 430) and Pelagius A&2.360-ca. AD 424). The
debate received fresh momentum in the Reformatiaifléth century) and continues to
the present day. While there are different undedings of election, evangelicals agree
that God initiates and superintends the salvatiocgss. The Wesleyan/Arminian and
the Reformed/Calvinist perspectives are the twotrooasimon traditions. See Millard J.
Erickson,Christian Theology2™ ed. (Grand Rapids: Baker Books, 1998), 920-40,Jand
D. PayneEvangelism: A Biblical Response to Today’s Questi@wolorado Springs, CO:
Biblica Publishing, 2011), 46-47.

2\Westminster Standards,” ibleWorks JCD-ROM], ed. Michael S.
Bushell and Michael D. Tan (Norfolk, VA: BibleWorkkLC, 2002), WCF 3.3.
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chooses some people to be saved, not on accoanydbreseen merit in them, but only

because of his sovereign good pleasdre.”

Relation to personal evangelism.The doctrine of election relates to the task
of personal evangelism in the following ways:

1. The evangelist can expect a certain level ofesgin proclaiming the gospel
message, knowing that God has elected some hearetexnal life.

2. The evangelist can assure the new convert thaghvation is by God’s desidgn.

SWayne GrudemSystematic Theology: An Introduction to Biblicaldirine
(Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 1994), 670.

“Wayne GrudemChristian Beliefs: Twenty Basics Every Christiaro@d
Know, ed. Elliot Grudem (Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 2088)81. It should be noted
that some points under the “Relation to personahgelism” section represent my own
personal reflections and may not always be supgantéhe literature.
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APPENDIX 23
JESUS: THE ULTIMATE EVANGELIST AND THE

GREAT COMMISSION COMMANDMENT
TO HIS DISCIPLES (MATT 28:18-20)

This appendix is representative in form and contémiie assorted handouts offered to
class participants during the course of study, Byartized as closely as possible to the
specific session topics. The contents necessathédull series of referenced handouts
may be secured from chapter 2 as appropriate.

Jesus Christ, God Incarnate, was the ultimategalet who understood the
full realities of God and man, of holiness and giméss, of heaven and hell. His heart
bled for the salvation of souls to the glory of Gbd Father. Jesus spent His life as a
sacrifice to God, going among the people of Istaszching and preaching and healing”

(Matt 4:23). Jesus proclaimed the good news gfiveness and eternal life, and He

commissioned disciples who would continue His noissfter His death (John 20:21b).

Jesus Christ—the ultimate evangelist.The Bible teaches that Jesus Christ is
the human-divine Son of God, the great High Pritest founder of the Christian church,
and the central figure of the human racEurther, He never made a mistake, and He

always knew and always did what was right. In debumans have the perfect teacher

'Ronald F. Youngblood, edNelson’s New lllustrated Bible Dictionargev.
ed. (Nashville: Thomas Nelson Publishers, 1998),“3esus Christ.”
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and the perfect example of how to live a life piegso God®> Being the ideal Son and
the ideal Man, Jesus was also the ideal Evangelshful humanity.

As the model evangelist, Jesus understood thedb@»d (John 15:9) and the
mission of God (John 3:16). He understood théupistate of mankind (Matt 9:36) and
the sure realities of heaven (Luke 3:21-22) and(Mdrk 9:43-44). At the very nucleus,
He understood the holiness of God (Matt 6:9), theukess of humanity (Mark 8:38),
the function of the cross (Matt 16:21), and theessdy of a summons to faith and
repentance (Mark 1:14-15). Consumed with zealferthings of God (John 2:15-17),
He was obedient to the will of God (Matt 26:39) avak prepared to pay the maximum
price for God’s glory (John 19:17-18) and the redeam of His creation (Col 1:13-14).

Jesus was fully engaged in bringing the messagepé to the sin-sick heart.
The Scriptures vividly testify that He went aboptéaching the gospel of God and
saying, ‘The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom@bd is at hand; repent and believe in
the gospel” (Mark 1:14-15). Three facets charazésl Jesus’ ministry: (1) teaching
about the kingdom of God, (2) preaching the gospedsage, and (3) healing the sick and
suffering (Matt 4:23). He often used the platfasfrphysical need to address the crucial
issue of spiritual need (Matt 9:1-8). At the eridHes ministry, having spent roughly
three years training up disciples, Jesus deleddited/ork so it would continue through
His apostles and His future church (John 20:21 &t18-20). Without a doubt, Jesus
was the ultimate evangelist to humanity. From H@hristians are to learn.

Jesus’ disciples—the ultimate commissionAfter the events of Jesus’

crucifixion in Jerusalem, the end of the Gospd\latthew places the resurrected Christ

’Robert E. ColemarT,he Master Plan of Evangelist@rand Rapids: Fleming
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at a mountain in Galilee awaiting the arrival okldieven apostles (Matt 28:7, 10, 16-
17)2 Freeman maintains that “the term ‘mountain’ israportant one for Matthew’s
account, for the reader associates the mountarpéesce of teaching. . . . The reader is
thus prepared for the fact that Jesus is aboumpauit important revelatory material to his
followers.” Further, Carson takes Matthew 28:16-20 as a Itmsamissioning
narrative” which is patterned after similar Old f@gsent accounts of the commissioning
of God’s servants (e.g., Abraham, Gen 12:1-9; MoSged 3:1-10; Joshua, Josh 1:1-11;
Isaiah, Isa 6:1-13). It is thus at the Galilean mountain spot thatrésirrected Lord
Jesus Christ reveals His legendary commissiong@thbryonic church, calling “upon
his followers to make disciples of all people grsdiprough the preaching of the gospel
of the kingdom.® Hagner says, “The resurrection narrative coméss timax, as does

the entire gospel, in this its final majestic pevise [Matt 28:16-20]”

H. Revell, 1993), 23.

3Judas Iscariot, the disciple who betrayed Jesustritied suicide (Matt 27:3-
5) and is, therefore, no longer a part of this gretihus, the “eleven” apostles.

*Hal Freeman, “The Great Commission and the Newahestt: An Exegesis
of Matthew 28:16-20,The Southern Baptist Journal of Theoldgya 4 (1997): 15.
See also Donald A Hagnévatthew 14-28Word Biblical Commentary, vol. 33B
(Dallas: Word Books, 1995), 884. See Matt 4:8, 34:23, 15:29, 17:1, 24:3, and 26:30
for additional references regarding mountains.

°D. A. CarsonMatthew: Chapters 13 through 2 vol. 2 of The Expositor’s
Bible Commentaryed. Frank E. Gaebelein and J. D. Douglas (Graapuld?: Zondervan,
1995), 591-92. See also R. T. Fraridaithew Tyndale New Testament Commentaries,
vol. 1 (Grand Rapids: William B. Eerdmans Publigh®ompany, 1985), 411; M.
Eugene BoringThe Gospel of Matthevin vol. 8 of The New Interpreter’s Bibjesd.
Leander E. Keck (Nashville: Abingdon Press, 1998%.

®The ESV Study Bible: English Standard Vergidmeaton, IL: Crossway
Bibles, 2008), “Matthew 28:16-20 The Risen JesugdbCommission.”

"Hagner Matthew 14-28881.
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The formal Great Commission statement of Jesustbggins with verse 18
(Matt 28:18). Here, Jesus appears to His discif@psstles) and declares His power, i.e.,
His absolute sovereignty over both heaven and edirth from this platform of universal
authority that Jesus issues His commandment t@fglomake disciples of all the
nations.” Because of His supreme authority, timsative carries maximum force.

Boring agrees, “The basis for the words of comroisss the claim of the risen Jesus that
all authority has been given to him by G&dWith this key verse providing the
appropriate backdrop, Jesus now sends His disappl@gorld mission.

The primary focus of Jesus’ commandment in vet8e20a is the charge, the
mission, to “make disciples” (followers) of all thations’ Making disciples involves
calling individuals to a lifetime commitment in d8sChrist as Savior and Lord. Carson
writes, “Disciples are those who hear, understand,obey Jesus’ teachinf.”More so,
Hagner recognizes that the central verb in the cission statementfatheteusatamake
disciples) is an imperative. This main verb dominates the core thrust of thea®
Commission; however, the three Greek patrticiplesifoin Jesus’ directive (go-ing,

baptizing, and teaching) define the three basicpmrants of the disciple making

®Boring, The Gospel of Matthev03. Carson clarifies that “it is incautious, if
not altogether wrong, to claim that the Resurrectionferred on Jesus an authority
incomparably greater than what he enjoyed befaeihicifixion. . . . Rather, the spheres
in which he now exercises absolute authority atargad to include all heaven and earth,
i.e., the universe.” CarsoNlatthew 594.

*The term “all the nations” would include both Jeavsl non-Jews (Gentiles).
See arguments from Freeman, “The Great Commissidritee New Testament,” 17-18;
Hagner Matthew 14-28886-87; Craig L. BlomberdJiatthew The New American
Commentary, vol. 22 (Nashville: Broadman Press2)],.9831-32.

carsonMatthew 596.

YHagner Matthew 14-28886.
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process? In God’s wisdom, He has not only instructed tharch to make disciples, but
He has also provided the appropriate frameworloiw to accomplish this great task.
The first step in making disciples is obviouslg tigoing.” Terry comments

on the evangelistic understanding and activitiethefancient church,
The message of the early church was simple: Jeasi€3od’'s Son who died on the
cross to provide salvation to all who believe imHi . . The early church did not
justdomission. . . . In those early days the chusasmission. The missionary
program of the early church was based on two assongp (1) The chief task of the
church is world evangelism. (2) The responsibiidycarrying out this task rests
with the entire Christian community.

Mimicking the attitude and actions of the early @iudemands that believers go into all

the world and proclaim the gospel message, the gead of forgiveness and eternal life

through faith and repentance in Jesus Christhéntise and proverbial words of Martin,

“Christians have but two choices: We must go whezecan go, and we must send where

we cannot personally go ourselves.”

The second step in making disciples is the “bamiz'®> Clearly, Jesus

instructed His disciples to baptize new convert§nto) the name of the Trinity (God the

12ESV Bible “Matthew 28:16-20 The Risen Jesus’ Great Commissi
Hagner maintains that the “commission proper” cstsssyntactically of the main verb
“make disciples” with three parallel subordinatetig#ples: “going,” “baptizing,” and
“teaching.” When linked with the imperative vetbe participles themselves take on
imperatival force and function as imperatives. hagMatthew 14-28882. See also
Freeman, “The Great Commission and the New Testghieh

330hn Mark TerryEvangelism: A Concise Histo(iNashville: Broadman &
Holman, 1994), 26-27.

“George H. Martin, Classroom LectuB2960—Introduction to Missiology
(Louisville: Southern Baptist Theological Semina®pring 2001), February 2001.

>The participle “baptizing” comes from the Greeklvbaptizg which is a
frequentative form obaptq “to dip.” W. E. Vine,Vine’s Complete Expository
Dictionary of Old and New Testament Wared. Merrill F. Unger and William White,
Jr. (Nashville: Thomas Nelson Publishers, 1996Y,. sbaptism, baptist, baptize.”
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Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit). M/thie act of baptism is pregnant with
imagery (e.g., Jesus’ death and resurrection,\mlgspiritual transformation), it is a
fundamental proclamation of the believer’s transfiee to a new allegiance with the
Godhead?® New believers are to identify publicly with Jesusl His body, the Church.
Carson specifically notes, “It [baptism] is a slguth of entrance into Messiah’s covenant
community and of pledged submission to his lordghip

The third step in making disciples is the “teachinghe Holy Spirit uses

biblical teaching as a means to transform beliet@ssrd the image of Jesus Christ.
Bloomberg rightly acknowledges,

Teaching obedience to all of Jesus’ commands fohm&eart of disciple
making. Evangelism must be holistic. If non-Ctiaiss are not hearing the gospel
and not being challenged to make a decision forsGhhen the church has
disobeyed one part of Jesus’ commission [evanggli$ihmew converts are not
faithfully and lovingly nurtured in the whole cowi®f God’s revelation, then the
church has disobeyed the other part [teachingipdéship proper}?

It is the responsibility of the church (individuglicollectively) to proclaim the gospel
message and to hand down the teachings of Scritdrelievers both new and old.

The Bible affirms that God has spoken to us ingHast days through Jesus

(Heb 1:1-2). Does He have a word for us regardumgwork as Christians? Yes, He
says that we are to go into the entire world amtlarm the gospel message. We are to

baptize those individuals who respond in faithhis good news, and we are to teach

them diligently how to walk wholeheartedly in thayg of God. This work is truly the

®*Regarding the concept of allegiance, see Fraviagthew 414.
Y"CarsonMatthew 597.

8Blomberg,Matthew 433.
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ultimate commission—a charge given with all auttypra charge given to all the church,

a charge given for all the world . . . and a chagigen for the glory of God.

Key implications for personal evangelism.Regarding the Matthew 28
passage, the following implications pertain to paes evangelism:
1. Jesus Christ provides the perfect model fonamgelistic lifestyle.
2. All believers are called to make disciples, if@thful followers of Jesus Christ.

3. The Great Commission commandment gives three@mnponents of the disciple
making process: (1) going, (2) baptizing, and €&ching.

4. Making disciples begins with the “going,” practeng the gospel of Jesus Christ.
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APPENDIX 24

EVANGELISM REPORT
(RESEARCH INSTRUMENT 4)

Agreement to Participate

The research in which you are about to particigatiesigned to record your experiences
in sharing the gospel during personal evangelisimitrg. This research is being
conducted by Dennis E. Wingate for purposes oDistor of Ministry project at The
Southern Baptist Theological Seminary. In thigeesh, you will be asked to complete
the evangelism report form three times during tharse of this fifteen-week research
period. Any information you provide will be hedtrictly confidential and at no time

will your name be reported, or your name identifrath your responsesParticipation

in this study is totally voluntary and you are fteewithdraw from the study at any time

By your completion of this report, you are givimgarmed consent for the use of your
responses in this research.
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Evangelistic Outreach Report #

This document was secured from the Billy Grahanmo8tbf Missions, Evangelism and
Church Growth at Southern Seminary. The formatitees modified for this project.

Initials Date

I. CONTEXT

A. Person(s) with whom you shared:

B. Date: Time: Location:

C. Accompanied by: [ 1 Alone

D. This outreach opportunity came as a result of:

[ 1] An appointment (explain):

[ 1 A referral (explain):

[ 1 A“way of life” situation (explain):

[ ] Talking with individuals “at random”
[ ] Other (explain):

II. INTERACTION

A. What did you learn about this person’s spiritc@hdition?

B. What key issues and/or questions surfaced during gonversation?

C. Were there any hindrances to your conversation, @lgvision blaring, children
playing loudly, phone ringing, tasks undone, pets,)? How did you address
them?
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D. Which of the following statements best descrijpms witnessing encounter with
this person?

[ 1 1 gave a complete/thorough presentatiorhefgospel.

[ ] We had a Christ-centered religious discussinrt | did not present the gospel

because

[ ] We did not discuss religion or Christ becaus

E. In your opinion, how clear was your explanatiithe gospel message?
CleerasMud 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 89 10 @stalClear

F. If you did present the gospel, how did you ti@ms into the gospel?
G. What evangelistic tool/specific gospel presentatimhyou use, if any?
lll. CONCLUSION
A. Did you specifically ask the person if he/sheswalling to receive Christ? If not,
why?

B. If you did ask the person to receive Christ, tmias his/her response?

C. If the person did not respond positively, whatydu think is preventing him/her
from receiving Christ?

D. What plans did you make to talk again?

IV. SELF-EVALUATION

A. What did you do well?

B. What would you do differently?

183



APPENDIX 25
SAMPLE EVANGELISM REPORT: INSTRUCTOR
| provided test participants four evangelism reptinat recorded some of my personal
evangelistic efforts in times past. These repadre well received by the group and
gave both instruction and encouragement to thewariéd my reports to reflect a

diversity of evangelistic experiences. This patac appendix is representative of one
encounter in which the individual heard the gospetsage but did not respond to Jesus.

Evangelistic Outreach Report # 1

Initials: DEW Date: 5-21-2010

|. CONTEXT
A. Person(s) with whom you shared: [name protdtted
B. Date: 5-20-2010 Time: 6:30 PM Location: Myio#f

C. Accompanied by: [X] Alone

D. This outreach opportunity came as a result of:

[ 1 An appointment (explain):

[X] A referral (explain): a friend’s request andncern for this young man

[ 1 A“way of life” situation (explain):

[ ] Talking with individuals “at random”
[ ] Other (explain):

YIn keeping with principled research and sound sthio participant is
identified by personal name in this study.
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INTERACTION

A. What did you learn about this person’s spiritc@hdition?
Unsaved; confused; searching for truth

E. What key issues and/or questions surfaced during gonversation?
In crisis—recent loss of father (this young nmt7 years old)
Spiritual influences from peers—false religions
Searching for life’s answers, truth . . .

F. Were there any hindrances to your conversation, (®lgvision blaring, children
playing loudly, phone ringing, tasks undone, pets,)? How did you address
them?

Conversation started outside

Insect problems and children playing in thenrtg

Cell phone ringing intermittedly

We moved inside to my office area and mutedhne

D. Which of the following statements best descriyp@msr witnessing encounter with
this person?
[X] I gave a complete/thorough presentation ef gospel.
(we talked at great length—approximatelg hours)
[ ] We had a Christ-centered religious discussinrt | did not present the gospel
because

[ ] We did not discuss religion or Christ becaus

E. In your opinion, how clear was your explanatxdnhe gospel message?
ClearasMud 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8X 10 ©stalClear
F. If you did present the gospel, how did you ti@ors into the gospel?

| asked him how things were going in light o tiecent death of his father
I moved toward spiritual issues, asking whatigsgl beliefs he held

H. What evangelistic tool/specific gospel presentatimhyou use, if any?
Share Jesus without Fe&JWH
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I1l. CONCLUSION

A. Did you specifically ask the person if he/sheswalling to receive Christ? If not,
why?
Yes—[name protected] initiated the fact of wagtsome time to process the
claims of the gospel message

B. If you did ask the person to receive Christ, tmias his/her response?
Interestingly, [name protected] quickly grase thagnitude of truly making
Jesus the Lordf his life. He asked for twenty-four hours . . .

C. If the person did not respond positively, whatydu think is preventing him/her
from receiving Christ?
Basically, a good response toward Christ; howgwmame protected] held back
some because he was not yet willing to “give wptldly desires

G. What plans did you make to talk again?
| gave him a gospel tract and my cell phone remaind encouraged him to
contact me when ready to talk again

IV. SELF-EVALUATION
A. What did you do well?

Took my time with [name protected] and did redtihterruptions break the
momentum of the event

C. What would you do differently?
Perhaps—establish a better plan to talk again?
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APPENDIX 26

LESSON 3 (SESSION 5)

Sunday, September 2, 2012

Welcome and Fellowship
Attendance Shekt

Introductory Comments
Collect Weekly Feedback Forms (Week 4)
Respond to Question(s), re: Weekly Feedback Foree@/)
Return Personal Testimonfes
Construction of Wordless Bracelet [Completéd?]
Discuss Reading-©vercoming Walls to Witnessiiftintrospection”)

Opening Prayer (Leader)

Lesson 3: The Doctrine of Effectual Call
Core Objective: To help participants understanddib&rine of effectual call and its
implications for personal evangelism

1. Order of salvation doctrines (x10): (1) electiad), éffectual call, (3) . . .
2. There is a definite order in which salvation corffeem 8:30); Note: “called”

3. Effectual (effective) call—an act of God the Fatrsgreaking through the human
proclamation of the gospel, in which he summongfeet himself in such a way
that they respond in saving faith

a. 1Pet2:9,1Cor1:9,1Thess 2:12, Rom 1:6-7,3d, Gal 5:13,
1Tim 6:12

'Appendix 18.
“Workshop 1 (Session 2).
3Workshop 2 (Session 4).
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4. Gospel call (external call) vs. effectual call @émtal call)
a. Gospel call—the general gospel invitation that goesll people in which
many people reject. Yet, the vital importanceha gjospel call . . .
b. Effectual call—a powerful summons from the Kingtloé universe that
guaranteesa proper response of repentance and faith (andogst NOT
violate human free will and one’s own willing resige to the gospel)

5. Effectual calling is accomplished by the workingloé Holy Spirit through the
proclamation of the gospel message (John 6:44€83R:14; Lydia, Acts 16:14)

6. Relation to personal evangelism
a. Holy Spirit and gospel message are indispensalnigoaents (prayer)
b. Proclaim the gospel everywhere, trusting God teatively call the elect

Handouts and Assignments
Read: Effectual Call (Handout*.)
Complete Weekly Feedback Form (Handodgt 2)
Overcoming Walls to Witnessity Beoughét

Read: “Breaking the Barrier of Busyness”

Read: Common Obstacles in Personal Evangelism @teargyf
Review Sample Evangelism Report [DEW, #3] (Handbit
Prep for Workshop 3—Role-Playing Exercises

Closing Prayer (Participarit)

“Appendix 22.
*Appendix 20.

®See bibliography. This resource is available tgtothe Southern Seminary
LifeWay Christian Store located in Louisville, Kenky.

"Appendix 22.
8Appendix 25. DEW = Dennis E. Wingate. (See algpéndix 24)

°Each participant closed in prayer for the groufeast one time during the
fifteen-week project duration. This exercise emaged Christian maturity.
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APPENDIX 27

LESSON 4 (SESSION 7)

Sunday, September 16, 2012

Welcome and Fellowship
Attendance Shekt

Introductory Comments
Collect Weekly Feedback Forms (Week 6)
Respond to Question(s), re: Weekly Feedback Foree@/b)
Collect Evangelism Reporf 1
Reminder—Contact Control Group Prayer Partners

Opening Prayer (Leader)

Lesson 4: The Doctrine of Regeneration
Core Objective: To help participants understanddiberine of regeneration and its
implications for personal evangelism

1. Order of salvation doctrines: (1) election, (2)eeftial call, (3) regeneration
2. Regenerate (Webster's)—formed or created agaitgrezs spiritual rebirth

3. Regeneration-a secret act of God in which He gives new spitilitex
a. OT: Ezek 36:26-27
b. NT: John 3:1-3 (“born again”), 2 Cor 5:17

4. Regeneration:
a. Totally a work of God (Eph 2:1, John 1:11-13)
b. Activity of the Holy Spirit (1 Pet 1:3, John 3.5, 8
c. Mysterious (John 3:8) and instantaneous
d. Precedes “conversion”
i. Nicodemus: John 3:3, 5
ii. Lydia: Acts 16:14

'Appendix 18.
?Appendix 24.
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e. Produces results
i. 1John 2:29, 3:9-10, 4:7; Gal 5:22-23, cf. MattZ¢Z3
ii. Transformed heart => Transformed character => Toamzd life

5. Scenario: how this works . . . election, effecttell, regeneration, conversion

6. Relation to personal evangelism
a. The evangelist must realize that regenerationasatbrk of God—totally
b. Knowledge about regeneration gives the evangefidiagnostic edge”

Handouts and Assignments
Read: Regeneration (Handout 1)
Complete Weekly Feedback Form (Handodt 2)
Read: Accountability and Personal Evangelism (Hah8¥
Prep for Workshop 4—Continuation of Role-PlayingEises

Closing Prayer (Participarit)

*Appendix 22.
“Appendix 20.
*Appendix 22.

®Each participant closed in prayer for the groufeast one time during the
fifteen-week project duration. This exercise emaged Christian maturity.
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APPENDIX 28

LESSON 5 (SESSION 9)

Sunday, September 30, 2012

Welcome and Fellowship

Attendance Shekt

Introductory Comments

Collect Weekly Feedback Forms (Week 8)
Respond to Question(s), re: Weekly Feedback Foree@/\r)

Opening Prayer (Leader)

Lesson 5: The Doctrine of Conversion
Core Objective: To help participants understanddiberine of conversion and its
implications for personal evangelism

1.

2.

Order of salvation doctrines: (2) effectual cal) (egeneration (4) conversion

Once God has summoned through an effective calthadged a person’s heart
through regeneration, the necessary responseastae and faith (conversion)

Conversior—a voluntary, personal response to the gospel rgessavhich a
person sincerely repents of his sins and placefaitinsin Jesus Christ for
salvation; i.e., when a person decides to folloguge . .

Paul preached a gospel of repentance and faitls &R1, 26:12-18)

Repentance-a heartfelt sorrow for sin and a sincere commitnerorsake it
and walk in obedience to Christ (180° turn)

a. More than just distress or guilt (2 Cor 7:8-10)

b. John the Baptist (Matt 3:2), Jesus (Matt 4:17)lyecrurch (Acts 2:38)

'Appendix 18.
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6. (Saving) Faith—trustin Jesus Christ for forgiveness of sins and etdifiea
a. Knowledge alone is not enough (Jas 2:19)
b. Knowledge and agreement are not enough (Acts 2B337-
c. Personal trust in Jesus to save me (John 1:12, IM#8-30)

7. Relation to personal evangelism
a. The evangelist must clearly explain the conceptepéntance and faith
b. The evangelist must call forpersonalcommitment to Jesus Christ

Handouts and Assignments
Read: Conversion (Handout’1)
Complete Weekly Feedback Form (Handodt 2)
Read: Understanding the Dynamics of the Harveshddat 3}

Closing Prayer (Participant)

?Appendix 22.
*Appendix 20.
“Appendix 23.

°Each participant closed in prayer for the groufeast one time during the
fifteen-week project duration. This exercise emaged Christian maturity.
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APPENDIX 29

LESSON 6 (SESSION 10)

Sunday, October 7, 2012

Welcome and Fellowship

Attendance Shekt

Introductory Comments

Collect Weekly Feedback Forms (Week 9)
Respond to Question(s), re: Weekly Feedback Foree@/8)

Opening Prayer (Leader)

Lesson 6: The Doctrine of Justification
Core Objective: To help participants understanddiberine of justification and its
implications for personal evangelism

1.

2.

Order of salvation doctrines: (3) regenerationd@)version (5) justification

Justificationr—God’s full acquittal of sinners
a. Acquittal—a setting free from the charge of an nffe (Webster’s)
b. *l.e., when God declares our sins forgiven (Ron08:Rustified”)
c. Legal term—right legal standing before God (Deutl2Rom 8:33-34)

Ground of sinners’ justification: the person andkvof Jesus Christ
(Rom 3:23-24)

Condition of sinners’ justification: faith in JesG#rist (Rom 3:26) [repentance]
a. Justification is by FAITH ALONE
(vs. false gospels of salvation by works)
b. Rom 3:28; Gal 2:16, 3:24; Eph 2:8-9

Result of sinners’ justification: peace with Go(R5:1; Rom 8:1)

'Appendix 18.
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6. Believer is “just” (righteous) in God’s sight—twae@ects
a. Forgiveness of sin—past, present, and future (A0t43; Ps 103:12)
b. Merits of perfect righteousness (Isa 61:10; Roni22, 4:3-5, 5:19)

7. Relation to personal evangelism
a. The evangelist must proclaim salvation by faitmalin Jesus Christ
b. The evangelist may proclaim a full restoration wibd

Handouts and Assignments
Read: Justification (Handout?l)
Complete Weekly Feedback Form (Handodt 2)
Read: Seven Characteristics of Highly Evangelisticistians (Handout 3)
REMINDER: Evangelism Report 2 (due next week)

Closing Prayer (Participafit)

’Appendix 22.
*Appendix 20.
“Appendix 30.
*Appendix 24.

®Each participant closed in prayer for the groufeast one time during the
fifteen-week project duration. This exercise emaged Christian maturity.
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APPENDIX 30

SEVEN CHARACTERISTICS OF HIGHLY
EVANGELISTIC CHRISTIANS

For over twenty years, | have been researchingstuaying churches, primarily those in
North America: | had the joy of serving as senior pastor in fohwmrches where God
blessed with evangelistic growth. | have writteeiotwenty books about the church in
America.

| am not giving you my credentials to impress yowt, sSimply to share that my life’s
passion has been leading and learning about evstigjehurches. At this point in my
life and ministry, however, | realize that | hawa given sufficient attention to one of the
primary characteristics of evangelistic churches.

The Great Omission

It is so obvious. Indeed, it is so clear that Isumprised at my neglect of this factor.
Stated simply, the evangelistic churches that Eh@gearched for the past twenty years
have one or more highly evangelistic Christians.

| know. The previous statement is no great reigglatlt is almost stating the obvious.
But, if it is reality, why are we not hearing maieout these Christians who seem to have
a passion for evangelism? Why are we not doingti@ibjob of telling their stories?

In this short article, | hope to address this gogaission.

Seven Characteristics

It is inevitable that, when we do research on eedisiic churches, we learn about one or
more members in the church who, to use the boleklit Charles H. Spurgeon, embody

the traits of "The Soul Winner." Oftentimes ondlufse members is the pastor. But we
have also seen many laypersons who are themselub®/isiners.

Thom RainerSeven Characteristics of Highly Evangelistic Cliaiss [on-
line]; accessed 15 July 2012; available from hittpomrainer.com/2010/03/29/
seven_characteristics_of _highly_evangelistic_danst Internet.
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In our interviews with these people, or with thed® tell us about the soul winners, we
began to discern some clear patterns. We caltesktpatterns “the seven characteristics
of highly evangelistic Christians.”

1. They are people of prayer. They realize that God can convict and convert, and
they are totally dependent upon Him in prayer. didghe highly evangelistic Christians
spend at least an hour in prayer each day.

2. They have a theology that compels them to euemegeThey believe in the urgency of
the gospel message. They believe that Christistity way of salvation. They believe
that anyone without Christ is doomed for a litérell.

3. They are people who spend time in the Word. mibee time they spend in the Bible,
the more likely they are to see the lostness ofdnity and the love of God in Christ to
save those who are lost.

4. They are compassionate people. Their hearéklfoe those who don’t have a
personal relationship with Jesus Christ. They Haamed to love the world by
becoming more like Christ who has the greatest fovéhe world.

5. They love the communities where God has plaleeoht They are immersed in the
culture because they desire for the light of Chasthine through them in their
communities.

6. They are intentional about evangelism. They fwaopportunities to share the
gospel. They look for those opportunities. Aneiytsee many so-called casual
encounters as appointments set by God.

7. They are accountable to someone for their evestigeactivities. They know that
many good activities can replace Great Commissitimities if they are not careful.
Good can replace the best. So they make certairsttmeone holds them accountable
each week, either formally or informally, for thewangelistic efforts.

The “Secret” of Evangelistic Churches

The secret is really no secret at all. Ultimatelyangelistic churches see more persons
become Christians through the passionate effortsgbfly evangelistic Christians. More
than any programs. More than any church eventstehan anything else, we are the
instruments God has chosen to use.

Sometimes we ask the question "What is my churatmgdim become more evangelistic?"
But the better question is "What am | doing to eeanore evangelistic?"

Charles H. Spurgeon was right. We need more sauiavs.

We need more highly evangelistic Christians.
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APPENDIX 31

LESSON 7 (SESSION 11)

Sunday, October 14, 2012

Welcome and Fellowship
Attendance Shekt

Introductory Comments

Collect Weekly Feedback Forms (Week 10)

Respond to Question(s), re: Weekly Feedback Foree@/®)
Collect Evangelism Report 2

Opening Prayer (Leader)

Lesson 7: The Doctrine of Adoption
Core Objective: To help participants understanddibeirine of adoption and its
implications for personal evangelism

1.

2.

Order of salvation doctrines: (4) conversion (Sfification (6) adoption

Adoption—a act of God whereby He makes us membdrssaofamily (Eph 1:5)

a.

This aspect focuses on personal relationships (dy/@His people)

Children of God (John 1:12) vs. children of wraiph 2:1-3)

Children of God: “already” (1 John 3:1-2) and “ryet” (Rom 8:23)

Holy Spirit gives us assurance of our adoption (Roh®, Eph 1:13-14)

Many privileges accompany adoption—among them:

a.

Able to relate to God as Father (Matt 6:9, Rom B:15

b. Led by the Holy Spirit (Rom 8:14, Luke 11:11-13)

c. Part of the family of God, brethren in Christ (M&131-35, 1 Tim 5:1-2)
d.

e. Inheritance awaits (Rom 8:16-17, Gal 4:4-7)

Needs are met in this world (Matt 6:31-33)

'Appendix 18.
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7. Relation to personal evangelism
a. Benefit of special membership into God’s family
b. Privilege of an intimate relationship with God
c. Potential situation to remember in witnessing (auather, e.g.)

Handouts and Assignments
Read: Adoption (Handout?)
Complete Weekly Feedback Form (Handodt 2)
Read: What Evangelism Is Not (Handott 3)

Closing Prayer (Participanit)

?Appendix 22.
*Appendix 20.
“Appendix 32.

°Each participant closed in prayer for the groufeast one time during the
fifteen-week project duration. This exercise emaged Christian maturity.
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APPENDIX 32

WHAT EVANGELISM IS NOT

The Great Commission Resurgence proposals witkeirstuthern Baptist Convention
have reminded us of the high priority of evangelemd local/global missions. The same
is true of many denominations across the theolbgjpectrum of beliefs as Christian
leaders worldwide seek to regain strongholds aitsil influence in North America and
Europe. However, unless we're cautious and cesligppy, imprecise definition of
missions and evangelism will destroy renewal effoltet's define evangelism by what it
is not and then by what it fs.

Evangelism is not

1. Evangelism is not denominational renewal, retroiction, or even de-construction.
Sometimes these are necessary to advance theafaasengelism, but they are not
evangelism. Denominations and ecclesiastical &tres need occasional, healthy
upheaval. But unless we're careful we may endimking that one more meeting and a
new way of doing things constitutes evangelisnru@tral re-organizations may end up
being commensurate with re-arranging chairs ordduk of the Titanic.

2. Evangelism is not inviting people to churcraarevangelistic event. Inviting people
to events is important, but it's not evangelismis-fire-evangelism.

3. Evangelism is not imposing our will or belieis another person. We make no
apologies for attempting to persuasively make #eedor Christianity. But in the end
only God can change the human heart.

4. Evangelism is not personal testimony. A peaste@stimony does not save a sinner.
The Gospel does. It's quite right to support apgébpresentation with what the Gospel
has done in one’'s life. Yet, we must never confaedsospel itself with a personal
testimony.

5. Evangelism is not social work/justice or pcohiiinvolvement. There's absolutely
nothing wrong with seeking social justice, feedihg homeless, clothing the naked, and
addressing institutional-political injustices. Badcial justice, food in a hungry belly, and
a jacket on the back of a homeless man do not prepat soul for eternity. Good deeds
complement the Gospel enterprise; they do not cepta

Kevin Shrum, “What Evangelism Is NofThe Baptist Banne24, no. 2
(2011): 5-6.
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6. Evangelism is not doing apologetics in ordewiio an argument. Apologetics is a
necessary part of the Christian mission. Apolagetan help answer questions and
remove intellectual objections, but only the Gosgelesus Christ can change the heart.

7. Evangelism is not the results of evangelisms Very easy to get caught up in
numbers in the church business. And numbers greriant. Even Jesus told three
successive stories involving numbers in Luke 15—osesheep, one lost coin, and two
lost sons. But souls are not notches in our biatiuonbers on our denominational charts.
“One” represents a precious soul for whom ChristldiThis means that we are to
communicate the Gospel regardless of the resultsd-a@Bme takes care of the results.

8. Evangelism is not church planting. Church pfapts biblical and necessary. Many
church plants succeed at a higher rate of groveth giready established churches. But
it's not because of the magical words—*“church plamhe reason church plants grow
fast for a season is because the believers oh#vatchurch have been reminded of the
basics of one person sharing the Good News witthenperson.

Evangelism is
So, what is evangelism? Evangelism is a belielvarisg the person/claims of the

Gospel of Jesus Christ with a person who has yetlieve the claims of the Gospel or
trust the person at the center of the Gospel—Jehbust. The Gospel is “that Christ died
for our sins in accordance with the Scripturest ligawas buried, and that he was raised
on the third day in accordance with the Scriptu@sCorinthians 15:3-4; Romans 10:9-
13). The Gospel is clearly stating what God haseda Christ for the sinner, calling for
repentance and belief. To fail to do this is tbdaevangelism. All the other dimensions
of church life are but outgrowths and/or complerae¢atthe Gospel itself.
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APPENDIX 33

LESSON 8 (SESSION 12)

Sunday, October 28, 2012

Welcome and Fellowship
Attendance Sheet

Introductory Comments
Collect Weekly Feedback Forms (Week 11)
Respond to Question(s), re: Weekly Feedback Foree@/\L0)
Pending: Collect Evangelism Report 2

Opening Prayer (Leader)

Lesson 8: The Doctrine of Sanctification
Core Objective: To help participants understanddib&rine of sanctification and its
implications for personal evangelism

1. Order of salvation doctrines: (5) justification @joption (7) sanctification

2. Exploring some Old and New Testament passagesanetification
a. OT: Gen 2:3, Exod 13:2, Lev 20:8, Num 8:17, 2 C#irld, Joel 2:16
b. NT:John 10:16, Acts 26:18, Rom 6:19, 1 Cor 1:2at 6:9-11, 1 Thess
4:1-7, 1 Thess 5:23, 2 Tim 2:21, Heb 10:10, Held421 Pet 1:2

The fifteen-week research period enjoyed conseewtizekly meetings with
the exception of a one-week break between Sesdi@md Session 12. Interestingly,
Session 12 recorded the lowest classroom attendanoss the entire research period (70
percent). All the absences were legitimate (nmfitgsickness, family). Nonetheless, | am
reminded of the value of continuous momentum irhsuwork, for the unchecked, sinful
human condition routinely trends toward apathy réiggy the things of God.

’Appendix 18.

3 found myself rejoicing atveryevangelism report submitted to me.
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3. Sanctification—defined
a. Set apart as sacred to God, make holy, to congecrat
b. A progressive work of both God and man that makessGans more and
more free from sin and more and more like Chrigh&ir actual lives

4. Sanctification—starts at rebirth and is a lifelongntinuous process
a. Expect aregular increase in sanctification (2 8a8, Phil 3:13-14)
b. Never completely free from sin in this life (1 Johu®)
c. Christians should never give up their struggle (Roi2-14)

5. Sanctification—achieved
a. Completed at death for our souls (Heb 12:23, Re27)1
b. Full and final sanctification occurs when the Loeturns (Phil 3:20-21)

6. God’s role vs. the Christian’s role in the procetsanctification (Phil 2:12-13)

7. Relation to personal evangelism
a. This life is about far more than food, clothing, meg, and immoral
pleasures
b. There is great beauty and joy in sanctification greChristian life

Handouts and Assignments
o Read: Sanctification (Handout*1)
o Complete Weekly Feedback Form (Handodgt 2)
o Read: Personal Commitment Guide (Handofit 3)
o Evangelism Report 3—Due at Week 15 (Hando(t 4)

Closing Prayer (Participafit)

“Appendix 22.
*Appendix 20.

®See bibliography, re: Personal Commitment Guideis Tesource is available
through the North American Mission Board of the theun Baptist Convention located
in Alpharetta, GA.

"Appendix 24.

8Each participant closed in prayer for the groufeast one time during the
fifteen-week project duration. This exercise emaged Christian maturity.
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APPENDIX 34

LESSON 9 (SESSION 13)

Sunday, November 4, 2012

Welcome and Fellowship
Attendance Shekt

Introductory Comments
Collect Weekly Feedback Forms (Week 12)
Respond to Question(s), re: Weekly Feedback Foree@\l1)
Pending: Collect Evangelism Repoft 2

Opening Prayer (Leader)
Lesson 9: The Doctrine of Perseverance (Preservatip
Core Objective: To help participants understanddibeirine of perseverance and its
implications for personal evangelism
1. Order of salvation doctrines: (6) adoption (7) sdication, (8) perseverance
2. Central issue: can we really lose our salvatiomBujg discussion)
3. Perseverance—all true believers endure to the end
4. Promises of Jesus, re: perseverance
a. John 6:38-40
i. Everyone who believes in Him will have eternal life

ii. Jesus will resurrect the believer at the end oétim
iii. This is the will of God the Father

'Appendix 18.

?With four Evangelism Report 2's still pending (Sessl1) and Evangelism
Report 3 expected within a few more weeks (Sessnl sent an e-mail to the whole
test group prior to this session reminding themmpdfoming evangelistic opportunities
within their sphere as well as to offer a word n€@uragement to them. Appendix 35.
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b. John 10:27-29
i. Jesus gives the believer eternal life
ii. They will neverperish
iii. No one will take them from God’s hand (Rom 8:35-39)

5. Rom 8:30, Eph 1:13-14, Phil 1:6, Heb 3:14, 1 P&t 1:
6. Central issue: can we really lose our salvation8wer = no!
7. Evidences ofjenuinefaith
a. John 8:31 (obedience), John 15:8 (fruitfulness)itid4:13 (endurance)
b. Trust (John 3:16), presence of Holy Spirit (Rom48:16; Gal 5:22-23)
8. What about individuals who do not “continue in thegh”? (Col 1:21-23)

9. Relation to personal evangelism
a. God will keep His promise of eternal life for “wraesver” truly believes

Handouts and Assignments
Read: Perseverance (Handout 1)
Complete Weekly Feedback Form (Handodt 2)
Read: Peter: Passionate Evangelism . . . (Hangdut 3

Closing Prayer (Participarit)

*Appendix 22.
“Appendix 20.
*Appendix 23.

®Each participant closed in prayer for the groufeast one time during the
fifteen-week project duration. This exercise emaged Christian maturity.
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APPENDIX 35

REMINDER: EVANGELISTIC OPPORTUNITIES

To: Test Group Participants [names protected]
From: Dennis E. Wingate

Date: Tuesday, October 30, 2012

Re: Personal Evangelism Reminder

In view of your personal evangelism training thrbulge D.Min. project, | want to
remind you of the extra evangelistic opportunitiest are coming up this weekend to
share the gospel and speak a word for Jesus. eRlemgmber that this Sat, 11-3-12 has
been set aside for GBC Community Outreach and3thrs 11-4-12 is designated as Billy
Graham Sunday. Both of these events offer youapgortunities for your personal
evangelism commitments. | would encourage youda phead so that you are not
stressed and have quality time to evangelize aitd wp your Evangelism Report 3. In
addition, | would like to encourage those who dilestruggling to complete their second
evangelism report (E-report 2) to move forward bridg them to me this coming
Sunday evening. Please remember that this pefiedamgelism training in your life is
equipping you with biblical knowledge, evangelistldll, and holding you to a higher
level of accountability so that you can be moréhfai servants of what Jesus our Lord
has commanded—to tell the world about Him, startuity where you are.

Please know that | pray for you all regularly and remember that each of you is dearly
loved. Hang in there!

In Jesus,
Dennis

“But prove yourselves doers of the word, and notatyehearers who delude themselves”
(James 1:22).

YIn keeping with principled research and sound sthio participant is
identified by personal name in this study.
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APPENDIX 36

LESSON 10 (SESSION 14)

Sunday, November 11, 2012

Welcome and Fellowship

Attendance Shekt

Introductory Comments

Collect Weekly Feedback Forms (Week 13)
Respond to Question(s), re: Weekly Feedback Foree@\l2)

Opening Prayer (Leader)

Lesson 10: The Doctrine of Death
Core Objective: To help participants understanddiberine of death and its
implications for personal evangelism

1.

2.

Order of salvation doctrines: (7) sanctificatioB), perseverance, (9) death
The application of redemption must include a comsition of death

Why do people die? Christians die? (Rom 5:12, &t&f7)
a. Death is not a punishment for Christians
i. The curse of Eden—hardship and death (Gen 2:1718:49, 22-
24)
ii. The victory in Jesus Christ (Rom 6:23, *Rom 8:Ldr 15:55-57)
b. Death is the final outcome of living in a fallen sh. . . (1 Cor 15:26)

How should Christians view:
a. One’s own death?
i. No fear (Ps 23:4, Heb 2:14-15), gain (Phil 1:2Dyyle (2 Cor 5:8)
b. Death of believers (e.g., Christian relatives anehfis)?
i. Genuine sorrow mixed with joy (John 11:35, Acts,&Zhess
4:13)
c. Death of unbelievers?
i. Generally, great sorrow and grief (Prov 11:10b, Rbir3)

'Appendix 18.
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5. What happens when people die?
a. Souls of believers go immediately into God’s presefiLuke 23:43)
b. Souls of unbelievers go immediately to eternal pament (Luke 16:22-
26)

6. Relation to personal evangelism
a. The evangelist must emphasize “an existence betywndrave,” affirming
the realities of eternal life and eternal damnafidatt 25:31-46)
b. The evangelist must proclaim the certainty of regde and eternal life for
the believer—Jesus Christ is “the way, the trutid the life” (John 14:6)

Handouts and Assignments
Read: Death (Handout?)
Complete Weekly Feedback Form (Handodt 2)
Read: Human Suffering (Handout'3)
REMINDER: Evangelism Report 3 (due next week)

Closing Prayer (Participarit)

’Appendix 22.
*Appendix 20.
“Appendix 37.
*Appendix 24.

®Each participant closed in prayer for the groufeast one time during the
fifteen-week project duration. This exercise emaged Christian maturity.
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APPENDIX 37

HUMAN SUFFERING: A GUIDE FOR MINISTRY

Several Important Truths Regarding Suffering:

1.

2.

People try to avoid pain and suffering at much.cost

Suffering is a great tool in the hand of an Almigltod. He uses suffering to
teach us the deeper things about Himself.

Suffering comes down to our perspective of God, &l sovereignty.

Two things we know about Gadgardlessof our present circumstances:
a. God is good
b. God is in control

During a time of helping in one’s pain and suffgriseek to bring the presence of
God to them as close as possible and the comf@bdfto them as full as
possible.

Four Biblical Reasons for Human Suffering:

1.

Preparation for future ministry. Consider the bfeJoseph. God was deeply
involved with Joseph’s life and suffering. Greatijgture reference about the
providence of God in Joseph’s life (Genesis 50:20).

. Test of our faith. Consider the life of Abraharapecially the sacrifice of Isaac.

Consequences of our sin. Consider the life of DéBathsheba).

For God'’s glory. Consider the life of Job; consittee blind man (John 8).

'Douglas C. Walker, Ill, Classroom Lectus010—Formation for Christian

Ministry (Louisville: Southern Baptist Theological Semindrgall 2000), September

2000.
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APPENDIX 38

LESSON 11 (SESSION 15)

Sunday, November 18, 2012

Welcome and Fellowship
Attendance Shekt

Introductory Comments
Collect Weekly Feedback Forms (Week 14)
Respond to Question(s), re: Weekly Feedback Foree@/\l3)
Collect Evangelism Report 3
Schedule Exit Interviews

Opening Prayer (Leader)

Lesson 11: The Doctrine of Glorification
Core Objective: To help participants understanddiberine of glorification and its
implications for personal evangelism

1. Order of salvation doctrines: (8) perseverancedéth, (10) glorification
a. Final review, re: doctrines . . .
b. Christ redeemed us fully, both body and soul (iree,wholeperson)

2. Glorification—the culmination of salvation; finaldssed state of the redeemed
a. OT:Job 19:25-26; Isa 26:19; Dan 12:2; [John 1144s 24:14-15; Heb
11:19]
b. NT: Rom 8:11, 17, 23, 30; John 5:25-29; 1 Thes8-44: Phil 3:20-21

3. What will our resurrection bodies be like?
a. 1 Cor 15:35-57 (primary NT passage on glorification

4. Glorification—
a. Completes the believer’s transformation into thage of Jesus Christ
(Think—we will become all that God intends for osiie)
b. The body (w/soul) will be brought to a state offpetion, forevermore!

'Appendix 18.
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5. Relation to personal evangelism
a. Stress that one’s decision today will shape theimal destiny
b. Stress the eternal hope guaranteed to those who &leist Jesus

Handouts and Assignments
Read: Glorification (Handout 4)
Complete Weekly Feedback Form (Handodt 2)
Post-Project Survey (Handout'3)
Exit Interview Questionnaire (Handout’4)

Closing Prayer (Participarit)

’Appendix 22.
*Appendix 20.
*Appendix 7.

*Appendix 39.

®Each participant closed in prayer for the groufeast one time during the
fifteen-week project duration. This exercise emaged Christian maturity.
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APPENDIX 39

EXIT INTERVIEW QUESTIONNAIRE

First Name:

Date:

1. How has this experience helped you regarding tsledfipersonal evangelism?

2. Did you gain biblical knowledge? Yes No

3. Did you gain evangelistic skill? Yes No

4. Did you feel more accountable regarding evangelisrif@s No

5. Are you now prepared to share the gospel? Yés

6. Overall, how would you rate this training? (Scdles)
1-Unsatisfactory 2-Poor 3-Average 4-GodsExcellent

7. Additional comments?

e Review: Evangelism Reports

e Are you interested in joining the GBC Evangelisnram® Yes No
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APPENDIX 40

WORKSHOP 1 (SESSION 2)

Sunday, August 12, 2012

Welcome and Fellowship
Attendance Shekt

Introductory Comments
Collect Weekly Feedback Forms (Week 1)
The BIG Picture: D.Min. project as the “center’admuch larger work
Discuss Reading-©vercoming Walls to Witnessing
Partnerships: Prayer Support and Accountability

Opening Prayer (Leader)

Workshop 1: The Personal Testimony
Core Objective: To help participants understand@ecelop a personal testimony

1. Personal testimonies
a. Prevalence, power, parts

2. Apostle Paul [Acts 22:1-16]
a. Upbringing and zeal (vv. 1-5)
b. Encounter with Jesus (vv. 6-11)
c. Commission to ministry (vv. 12-16)

3. Three basic components
a. Life before Jesus
b. Conversion experience
c. Life after Jesus

4. Different types
a. Conversion testimony (salvation experience)
b. Recovery testimony (e.g., bereavement, divorcehallism, etc.)

'Appendix 18.
’Appendix 16, Table Al4.
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Handouts and Assignments

Write: Your Personal Testimony (either ConversioiiRecovery)
1-2 pages, due next week

Read: Paul: A Missionary Extraordinaire (Handodt 1)

Read: Mission in the Old Testament—Part 2 (Han@yut

Overcoming Walls to Witnessity Beoughet
Read: “Breaking the Barrier of Ignorance”

Complete Weekly Feedback Form (Handodt 3)

Evangelism Report 1—Due at Week 7 (Hando(t 4)

Remember: Contact your Control Group Prayer Partner

Closing Prayer (Participafit)

3Appendix 23.
“Appendix 41.

°See bibliography. This resource is available thhotne Southern Seminary
LifeWay Christian Store located in Louisville, Keky.

®Appendix 20.
"Appendix 24.

8Each participant closed in prayer for the groufeast one time during the
fifteen-week project duration. This exercise emaged Christian maturity.
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APPENDIX 41

MISSION IN THE OLD TESTAMENT—PART 2

Core Objective
To demonstrate that God had a purpose for misgiote Old Testameht

Introduction

The Bible reveals that God had a plan for missiortee Old Testament. But now, what
can be said as to His purpose for a mission todtiens? Why would God so freely
declare such awesome blessings upon the seed a@avef Abraham? Could it be that
God had a divine program to glorify Himself by lging salvation to all nations on
planet earth? Indeed, He did.

Teaching Points

1) The Psalter has been called one of the greatesiam&y books in the world;
furthermore, the hymn of praise reflects missionasaching par excellence. A
number of psalms anticipate God’s glory to be @meed and praised among the
nations.

2) Psalm 67 exhorts the nations to praise God. Ggrdisious blessings upon Israel
provide testimony of His lovingkindness, thus lempGentiles to salvation and
praise.

3) Psalm 96 is a call for “all the earth” (i.e., dktnations) to worship the Lord. God'’s
character (glory) and His conduct (deeds) are tddméared internationally. The
psalmist addresses all “families of the nationsd arstructs them to ascribe glory to
the Lord and to bring sacrifices and worship inise eburts.

4) Psalm 117 is another call for all nations to prémeLord. God'’s unfailing love and
faithfulness were to serve as Israel’s highestvatibn for outreach to the Gentiles.
It is assumed that the nations will hear and redporthe good news about God.

5) God wanted Israel to be the agents through whishbitissings would come to all the
peoples on earth. In faithfulness to God, Isradl the nations would both glorify
Him.

Reinforcement Questions

1) Do you think God wanted praise exclusively fronatdror from “all the nations”?

2) Why did God bless Israel so abundantly? Why has idessed America so
abundantly?

This study plan was based on the book: Walter @Gsd€aJr. Mission in the
Old Testamen{Grand Rapids: Baker, 2000).
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3) Can you envision what it would be like for all thations to worship God?

4) How can the nations praise the Lord if they hawenexperienced His
lovingkindness?

5) What potential impact can our unfaithfulness to Gade upon this world?

Scripture Memory
Sing to the LORD a new song; Sing to the LORDtladl earth (Psalm 96:1, NASB).

Application/Conclusion

Over and over again, the psalmists called on alp@oples of all the lands and nations to
praise the Lord. These ancient singers of Isragdditheir people to tell, proclaim, and
make known the mighty deeds of God and to joiningiag praises to God from all the
nations. The expected result would be that aletigs of the earth would turn to the

Lord and all the families on earth would bow dowmiorship to Him. Yes, God had a
particular purpose for missions in the Old Testamsétis glory!
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APPENDIX 42

WORKSHOP 2 (SESSION 4)

Sunday, August 26, 2012

Welcome and Fellowship
Attendance Shekt

Introductory Comments
Collect Weekly Feedback Forms (Week 3)
Respond to Question(s), re: Weekly Feedback Foree@/\2)
Discuss Reading-©vercoming Walls to Witnessiifthpathy”)

Opening Prayer (Leader)

Workshop 2: Evangelism Training
Core Objective: To help participants develop arcleaerstanding of the gospel
message and gain a working knowledge of three @listig methods

1. The gospel
a. Greekeuaggelior—means “gospel” or “good news”
i. The word “evangelism” is a transliteration of thesm
ii. Matt4:23,1 Cor 15:1-5
b. A message about God (holiness), man (sinfulnessd),Jasus (cross)
c. A summons to repentance and faith
i. Repent and believe (Mark 1:15)

2. Method 1:Share Jesus without Feéifandout 13
3. Method 2:Wordless BookHandout 2J

a. Auxiliary—Wordless Bracelet
i. Instructions and materials (Handout 3)

'Appendix 18.
?Appendix 43.
3Appendix 44.

“Appendix 45.
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4. Method 3: gospel tract
a. Two Ways to LivéHandout 4)

Handouts and Assignments

Construct aVordless Bookracelet (i.e., Wordless Bracefet)
Bring to class next week

Read: Contemporary Models for Personal Evangelisam@out 5)

Complete Weekly Feedback Form (Handodt 6)

Overcoming Walls to Witnessityy Beoughet
Read: “Breaking the Barrier of Introspection”

Review Sample Evangelism Report [DEW, #2] (Handotft

Note: E-mailing Sessions to Participants (Outlindssignments)

Closing Prayer (Participart)

°See bibliography. This resource is available thhotne Southern Seminary
LifeWay Christian Store located in Louisville, Keaky.

®Each participant was given a kit containing enonmgtterials to construct two
Wordless Bracelets. These bracelets were madbdorpersonal evangelistic efforts.

"Appendix 22.
8Appendix 20.

%See bibliography. This resource is available tgtothe Southern Seminary
LifeWay Christian Store located in Louisville, Keky.

®Appendix 25. DEW = Dennis E. Wingate. (See alppéndix 24)

YEach participant closed in prayer for the groufeast one time during the
fifteen-week project duration. This exercise emaged Christian maturity.
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APPENDIX 43

EVANGELISM TRAINING:
SHARE JESUS WITHOUT FEARIWH

Step 1:
Use questions that determine where God is working

Do you have any kind of spiritual belief?
To you, who is Jesus?
Do you believe there is a heaven and a hell?
If you died right now, where would you go?
a. If heaven, why?
5. If what you believe were not true, would you wamkhow it?

PwpbdPE

If the answer to Question 5 is “Yes,” then opennible and proceed to Step 2.
If the answer to Question 5 is “No,” do nothing bhenk the person for their time.

Step 2:
Let the Bible speak
Ask the person to read the verse al@ticChain your Bible)

Then ask, “What does this say to you?” Listerh® person and gently guide . . .

Romans 3:23—All have sinned

Romans 6:23—The wages of sin is death

John 3:3—You must be born again

John 14:6—Jesus is the only way

Roman 10:9-11—If you confess . . . you will be shve

2 Corinthians 5:15—No longer live for yourself
Revelation 3:20—Jesus stands at the door and knocks

NouokrwhE

Now you are ready to use the closing questiongep S.

Step 3:
Close with key questions

1. Are you a sinner?

2. Do you want forgiveness for your sins?
3. Do you believe Jesus died on the cross for yourasel again?
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4. Are you willing to surrender your life to Christ?
5. Are you ready to invite Jesus into your heart afe? |

Step 4.
Salvation Prayer

Heavenly Father, | have sinned against You. Itf@igiveness for all my
sins. | believe that Jesus died on the cross ®and rose again. Father, | give You my
life to do with as You wish. | want Jesus Chrestbme into my life and into my heart.
This | ask in Jesus’ name. Amén.

This training was based on the following two resesr (1) William Fay and
Ralph HodgeShare Jesus without Feaev. ed. (Nashville: LifeWay Press, 2008) and
(2) Share Jesus without Fear New TestamBetsonal Evangelism Edition (Nashville:
Holman Bible Publishers, 2007).
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APPENDIX 44

EVANGELISM TRAINING:
WORDLESS BOOKWVB)

1. TheWordless Bookhares the message of salvation through color.

2. Many individuals learn through what they see. #ual example gives the individual
a point of reference for the information they aeating. The different colors of the
Wordless Booknethod will help guide you through a gospel preésstém.

3. This method is effective with children or adultglarzan be used anywhere.

4. The five colors and their significance:
a) Yellow—Heaven (God)
b) Black—Sin (Man)
c) Red—-Blood (Jesus and the Cross)
d) White—Purity (Forgiveness: Repent and Believe)
e) Green—Growth (Christ-likeness)

5. The Wordless Bracelet

This training was based on the resouf@kildren’s Ministry Resource Bible:
The New King James Versi@dashville: Thomas Nelson Publishers, 1993).

>Appendix 45.
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APPENDIX 45

THE WORDLESS BRACELET: CONSTRUCTION

Figure A1. The Wordless Bracelet

Sequence
Bead color (left to right)—yellow, black, red, whjtgreen

Materials (per bracelef)
1. Round pony beads (one each)
Yellow, black, red, white, and green

2. Round pony beads (two each)
Clear or blue

3. Suede leather lace (14-16 inches)
Black or brown

My instructions here are a modification of the & version. Instructions
for Making a Wordless Bracel@in-line]; accessed 23 August 2012; available from
http://www.teenmissions.org/resources/wordless-Haaicelet; Internet.

’Materials may be purchased from a local craft dstlyoshop.
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Assembly instructions:
1. Tie Knot #1 on lace.

2. Thread beads onto the lace in the specific coldeofreferenced above).
3. Tie Knot #2 on lace.

4. Thread the two clear (or blue) beads on one enleoliace. Thread the other end
of the lace through the two beads.

5. Tie Knot #3 and Knot #4 on lace.
The five colors and their significance:
a) Yellow—Heaven (God)
b) Black—Sin (Man)
c) Red—Blood (Jesus and the Cross)
d) White—Purity (Forgiveness: Repent and Believe)

e) Green—Growth (Christ-likeness)
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APPENDIX 46

WORKSHOP 3 (SESSION 6)

Sunday, September 9, 2012

Welcome and Fellowship
Attendance Shekt

Introductory Comments
Collect Weekly Feedback Forms (Week 5)
Respond to Question(s), re: Weekly Feedback Foree@M)
Discuss Reading-©vercoming Walls to Witnessii@verview)

Opening Prayer (Leader)

Workshop 3: Role-Playing Exercises
Core Objective: To help participants build evargi@iskill and confidence through
selected role-playing exercises within a safe amdrolled environment

1. Discuss “witnessing transitions”

2. Role playing exercises (w/class discussions)
a. Conversion testimony
b. Wordless Bracelet

Handouts and Assignments
Complete Weekly Feedback Form (Handodt 1)
Read: Spiritual Warfare and Personal Evangelisrm@dat 2§
Review Sample Evangelism Report [DEW, #4] (Han®)t
REMINDER: Evangelism Report 1 (due next week)

'Appendix 18.
?Appendix 20.
3Appendix 22.
*Appendix 25. DEW = Dennis E. Wingate. (See algpéndix 24)
*Appendix 24.
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Closing Prayer (Participant)
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APPENDIX 47

ROLE-PLAYING GRID

This role-playing grid was used for Workshop 3 &&s 6) and Workshop 4 (Session 8).

Table A16. Role-playing grid

No. Partner§ Evangelism Tool Scenario
1 T-101—*T-102 Conversion Testimony Beach: Sun Bagh
2 T-103—*T-110 Wordless Bracelet Mall: Shopping
3 *T-104—T-108 Gospel Tract Home: Family Gathering
4 *T-105—T-109 Recovery Testimony Work: Bereavement
5 T-107—*T-106 Share Jesus without Feaf  Church: Benevolence

Note: Asterisks denote participants who played the rokh® evangelist in these
exercises.

®n keeping with principled research and sound sthio participant is identified by
personal name in this study.
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APPENDIX 48

WORKSHOP 4 (SESSION 8)

Sunday, September 23, 2012

Welcome and Fellowship
Attendance Shekt

Introductory Comments
Collect Weekly Feedback Forms (Week 7)
Respond to Question(s), re: Weekly Feedback Foree@/6)

Opening Prayer (Leader)

Workshop 4: Role-Playing Exercises—continued (Agggate, Miscellaneous)
Core Objective: To help participants build evarggediskill and confidence through
selected role-playing exercises within a safe amdrolled environment

3. Discuss “witnessing transitions”

4. Role-playing exercises (w/class discussions)
a. Gospel tract
b. Recovery testimony
c. Share Jesus without Fear

Handouts and Assignments
Complete Weekly Feedback Form (Handodt 1)
Read: Epaphras: Bondslave of Jesus Christ . .ndblat 2§
Evangelism Report 2—Due at Week'11

Closing Prayer (Participant)

'Appendix 18.
?Appendix 20.
3Appendix 23.

“Appendix 24.
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APPENDIX 49

ATTENDANCE LOG

Table A17. Attendance record for the test group
Namé Week #

1| 2] 3| 4/ 5] 6| 7/ 8§ 9 D11 12| 13|14 15
T-101 M[P P[P |P P P[P P[P P [P ]P
T-102 PIPIP [P |P P P[P PlP[P P[P
T-103 PIP[P[P PP PP P[PIP [P ]P
T-104 PIPIP [P |P P P[P PlP[P P[P
T-105 PIP[P[P|P]P PP P M[P [P P
T-106 PIPIP [P |P P P[P P[P P [P ]P
T-107 M|P [M|M|[P M P M PIM|M|[M|M
T-108 PIP[P[P|P]P PP PlP|P [P ]P
T-109 PIP[P[P PP PP P[MI[P [P ]P
T-110 PIPIP [P |P P P[P PIP[P P[P

Note:P = present, M = make-up session.

®n keeping with principled research and sound sthio participant is identified by

personal name in this study.

PUnavoidable military responsibilities substantiaffected this test member’s

attendance. Nonetheless, he was a very stronigiparit in the study.
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APPENDIX 50

SAMPLING OF WEEKLY GROUP FEEDBACK

This appendix contains some useful examples ofetb@back gathered from the test
group by use of the Weekly Feedback Form (Appe@@jx It should be noted that the
weekly feedback exercise generated a rather laygegh data (ten participants times
fifteen weeks equals 150 sheets of information—eshelet also offered four potential
areas for input). All comments are reproducedheirtoriginal form and have not been
edited for grammar or style.

1.

Realizing the importance of the Great Commissiopaasof God’s plan
throughout all generations helps me realize theomapce of making disciples
and in turn makes me want to be more effectivéimarea. [T-102, Wk-1]
The class was very informative. Kept my attent{dn103, Wk-1]

| really want God to show me why | don’t share m¢fel04, Wk-1]

| learned that the first gospel was in the Old &ewnt. [T-105, Wk-1]

Looking at the three parts is helpful becauseviégithree basic things to
remember and makes it easier to give testimonyeomaahd. [T-102, Wk-2]

Never heard “The Way” used—very interesting. [T-105-2]
| had never thought or been taught about a recaestimony. [T-108, WKk-2]
There is actually a blueprint of a testimony in Biele—Wow! [T-110, WKk-2]

I've known my apathy feelings for a long time. Bgethem written down on
paper is not something | can just walk away froovnf@-101, WKk-3]

10.God has already chosen those that will respond. oBly responsibility is to be

obedient to share. [T-102, Wk-3]

Nomenclature key: T-XXX = test group member idéetifWk-X = week

number. In keeping with principled research anghsloethics, no participant is identified
by personal name in this study.
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11.The Lord, | believe helped me to realize | do n@tdnthe compassion | need or
should have to tell about Jesus. [T-104, Wk-3]

12.1 should pray more for myself, the others in tHess and our church, to be more
burdened for the lost. [T-106, WK-3]

13.1 really liked theWordless Booknd bracelet and the simplicity of sharing the
gospel with others. [T-102, Wk-4]

14.With the new knowledge that we have talked abowatass. This should help us
when we go out witnessing. [T-105, Wk-4]

15.Good to have more ways to approach different peapthildren. [T-106, Wk-4]

16.1t nice to have knowledge on different methodshtare Jesus—Ilike with tracts,
bracelet, etc . . . [T-110, Wk-4]

17.Never really thought about different types of céllseffectual (2) gospel—
Discussion brought clarity and better understandingynamics in salvation. [T-
103, Wk-5]

18.1 understand that | must explain the gospel armhabod to “effectually” call
those to Him. [T-107, WK-5]

19.1 had never thought about how the elected cametabloguess | thought it just
happen—but they have to hear—thanks for cuttindigje bulb on! [T-110, Wk-
5]

20. Practicing sharing my testimony helped put me nadvrease. [T-102, Wk-6]

21.When you start talking to a person you look fohartce to ask them about Jesus.
[T-105, Wk-6]

22.The importance of accountability in the area ofrgedism in order to move
training beyond classroom. [T-102, WK-7]

23.0ur job is to bring them to God so He can give thiebrth. [T-103, Wk-7]

24.Each person is accountable to God . . . We alllshmeitelling every person we
can about Jesus. [T-105, WK-7]

25.1f you try witnessing to a person and they saydo that they are already a
Christian, what'’s the next step? [T-109, Wk-7]
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26.Even through salvation—God has an order to contéirte—this is just another
example how God is not about confusion—He likesdhiin order. [T-110, Wk-
7]

27.Focus on ways to make effective transitions whemisp the gospel. [T-102,
WKkK-8]

28.1t was good to see the three different ways toesHar105, Wk-8]

29.Each Christian person should be accountable fdirsgé¢he lost . . . The role

plays that we did are very helpful . . . | thin&iting is the best weapon. [T-108,
WKkK-8]

30. Thinking about election, | am so humbled that Gbdse me . . . | really want to
serve Him to the best of my ability . . . | wantte obedient to the Great

Commission. [T-102, WK-9]

31.How can you handle someone or family members whotwalk about the Lord
at all? [T-104, Wk-9]

32.1In depth conversation of justification was helpfdl:102, Wk-10]

33. Justification intrigues me . . . need to learn medveut how to help people
understand this so as to find true freedom in €Hiis103, Wk-10]

34.Characteristics of Evangelistic Christians by ThRainer . . . the use of a new
tool to pattern my evangelism after. [T-106, WK-10]

35.When we are asked questions when we are witness&ngill be more prepared
with our answers and by studying and taking théssses. [T-108, Wk-10]

36.0nce again, being reminded of the privileges ofpida and the importance of
sharing with unbelievers . . . will impact my testiny by giving more attention to
this area. [T-102, Wk-11]

37.Long process to disciple people. Even then somernenderstand exactly what
evangelism means. So sad . .. urgency in teaetivag evangelism is and
holding people accountable. [T-103, WKk-11]

38.When talking to a person about Jesus, it is goddlt@ersonal testimony about
what God has done for you . . . [T-105, Wk-11]

39.Each lesson adds to the way we can witness tosotied 06, WKk-11]

40.When we get to this point in the order of salvatibjust makes us want to help
others find “Jesus” more. [T-109, Wk-11]

230



41.This should and will allow us to have confidencewyh to carry out the Good
News (gospel) to others. [T-109, Wk-11]

42.How great sanctification is! Best lesson so farwasn’t aware that it was such a
process . .. Awesome! Exciting part to tell oghehen sharing Christ. [T-103,
WKk-12]

43.How the Personal Commitment Guide is a great {06106, Wk-12]

44.Remorse and repentance are not the same . . ages and one don’t. [T-101,
WKk-13]

45.1 really like how you have had us discovering teuiach week by searching
Scripture. It really has hit home with me. | trudhat you teach and take all of it
to heart, but seeing it right there in black andtevts just that much more
powerful. [T-102, Wk-13]

46.To be steadfast in sharing the gospel with othikes Peter’'s example . . . [T-106,
WKk-13]

47.Death happens because we live in a fallen worldLQT, WKk-14]

48. Four Biblical Reasons for Suffering—this is a halptminder. [T-102, Wk-14]

49.The scriptural reinforcement you provided was ioaale. Now if someone has
guestions, | can more readily help them discovettiiith for themselves. [T-102,

WKk-15]

50.As | witness, it will help me to teach the persbattl witness to that our life
doesn’t stop at the grave but we have an etermsinge . . [T-108, Wk-15]

51.By studying all the doctrines (10) of salvation, larn how to be obedient to
God, we get a true since of compassion for the levse. [T-109, Wk-15]
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APPENDIX 51

EVANGELISM REPORTS

Table A18. Test group evangelism reports

Participanf ER-T ER-2 ER-2
T-101 2 2 2
T-102 2 2 2
T-103 2 3- 2
T-104 3 2 2
T-105 0 0 0
T-106 2 2 3-
T-107 2 3* 3
T-108 2 1 2
T-109 2 3 3*
T-110 2 2 2

Note: Evangelism report codes:
0 = No evangelism report submission by participant
1 = Conversation but no discussion of religiorChrist
2 = Christ-centered conversation but no gospedemation
3- = Conversation included a gospel presentatiamb summons to Christ
3 = Conversation included a complete gospel ptatien
3* = Gospel witness produced a profession of faitGhrist

®n keeping with principled research and sound sthio participant is identified by
personal name in this study.

PER-X = Evangelism Report Number, e.g., ER-1 = Edisgn Report 1
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APPENDIX 52

FINAL INSTRUCTIONS: TEST GROUP

November 18, 2012

[name protected],

Well, our fifteen-week journey through the fieldsewangelism training has come to an
end. This research phase is at the heart of myirb Moject, and | am looking forward

to interpreting the data. | pray that the fruioofr labors will be for the glory of God.

| am so proud of you for your “shameless persisgéas you walked with me every step
of the way—THANK YOU from the bottom of my heart.

As | wrap up the research, there are three thimgsltneed to ask of you:

1. Please complete the enclosed post-project surviyednrn to me by Sun, 12-2-
2012. You may use the brown envelope to returm gawey.

2. Please complete your last Weekly Feedback Form KWBgand return to me by
Sun, 12-2-2012. If you have any other outstangeygerwork, you may complete
and turn in to me by this time as well.

3. Please attend your Exit Interview meeting as scleeldulin preparation, you may
wish to take some time to reflect upon your experds.

If you have any questions or concerns, please égkmow. Again, | am very grateful for
all your help.

In His Grip,

Dennis E. Wingate, Pastor

YIn keeping with principled research and sound sthio participant is
identified by personal name in this study.
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APPENDIX 53

PERSONAL EVANGELISM BACKGROUND:
TEST GROUP, POST-PROJECT

Table A19. Personal evangelism background: testmrpost-project

ID Training® Testimony Gospel Evangelisrfi
T-101 More than 3 Once a month Once a year 2
T-102 More than 3 Once a month Once a year 2
T-103 More than 3 Once a month Once a month 1
T-104 2 Very rarely Very rarely 3
T-105 0 Once a month Once a month *
T-106 More than 3 Once a year Once a year 3
T-107 More than 3 Once a month Once a month Mae $
T-108 3 Once a week Once a week More than 5
T-109 2 Very rarely Once a month 1
T-110 3 Once a week Once a month 0

Note: An asterisk (*) in the any column represents taedardized participant response,
“I do not understand this question.”

®Training = column reflects participant responséh®question, “How many ‘evangelism
training’ courses have you attended?”

PTestimony = column reflects participant responsthéoquestion, “How often do you
share your personal testimony?”

‘Gospel = column reflects participant response éogilrestion, “How often do you
specifically share the gospel message?”

dEvangelism = column reflects participant resposthié question, “How many
individuals have you personally led to saving faitllesus Christ?”

234



APPENDIX 54
POST-PROJECT SURVEY RESPONSES: TEST GROUP
Survey responses reflect the “Beliefs, Practiced,Experiences” segment of the
research instrument (Research Instrument 1).

Possible responses: 1 = strongly disagree

2 = disagree
3 = uncertain
4 = agree

5 = strong agree
* = do not understand

Table A20. Test group post-project survey respense

Responses (10 participants)
Statements 1 2 3 4 5

1. God wants every follower of Jesus Christ to

assume the responsibility and privilege of

*

spreading the gospel and making disciples. 0 0 0 0|10 O
2. Election is an act of God before creation in

which he chooses some people to be saved. 0 0 0 0|10 O
3. | can present the gospel message effectively|to

an unbeliever. 0 0 0 7 3 0

4. God is holy and just and must punish sin.
0 0 0 0 10| O

5. Accountability is important in the life of a

Christian. 0 0 0 0 10| O
6. | know how to share my personal testimony

with another person. 0 0 0 4 6 0
7. Effectual call is an act of God in which He

summons people to Himself. 0 0 0 0 10| O

8. All humans are sinners by nature and by choijce.
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Table A20—Continued. Test group post-project symnesponses

Responses (10 participants)

*

Statements 1 2 3 4 5
9. The “Great Commission” in the New Testament
is a biblical command to go and make disciples pf
Jesus Christ. 0 0 0 0 10| O
10. Regeneration is an act of God in which He
imparts new spiritual life. 0 0 0 1 9 0
11. A commitment to effective Christian
witnessing will likely require formal evangelism
training. 0 0 1 3 6 0
12. Conversion is our willing response to the
gospel call, in which we sincerely repent of sins
and place our trust in Christ for salvation. 0 0 0 0 10| O
13. | feel “ill equipped” to present the gospel
message to others. 4 5 0 1 0 0
14. Justification is an act of God in which He
declares the sinner righteous. 0 0 0 0 10| O
15. God offers forgiveness of sin and eternal life
through faith in Jesus Christ. 0 0 0 0 10| O
16. Adoption is the act of God whereby He makes
us members of His family. 0 0 0 0 |10] O
17. A “conversion testimony” tells how one
became a Christian. 1 0 0 1 8 0
18. The gospel message is for all people in the
world. 0O, 0] 0] 0 |10] O
19. Sanctification is the progressive work of Gogd
and man that makes us more and more free from
sin and more like Christ in our lives. 0 0 0 1 9 0
20. People who die without a personal relationghip
with Jesus are forever damned. 0 0 0 0 10| O
21. A “recovery testimony” tells how Jesus helped
one with a problem or need. 0 0 0 1 9 0
22. Accountability may function to strengthen
personal evangelistic efforts. 0 0 0 3 7 0
23. World missionary activity is rooted in God’s
call to the nation of Israel in the Old Testament.| 0 1 0 3 6 0
24. Evangelism is the proclamation of the gospel
to unbelievers. 0 0 0 0 10| O
25. Perseverance (of the saints) is the beliefaha
those who are truly “born again” will be kept by
God'’s power until the very end of their lives. 0 0 0 0 |10] O
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Table A20—Continued. Test group post-project symnesponses

Responses (10 participants)

*

Statements 1 2 3 4 5
26. There may be barriers in our lives that tleeat
personal evangelism and the spread of the gospel
message. 0 1 0 3 6 0
27. Not all gospel seeds will yield ripe spiritual
fruit but some will surely produce a great harvest
for the Lord. 0 0 0 1 9 0
28. The death of a Christian has a very different
end than that of a non-Christian. 0 0 0 1 9 0
29. The Holy Spirit empowers gospel
proclamation. 0 0 0 1 9 0
30. Glorification is the final step in redemption,
giving believers resurrection bodies. 0 0 0 1 9 0
31. The more | engage in personal evangelism,the
better | will become at it. 0 0 0 2 8 0
32. Evangelism should be a vital element within
the Christian community. 0 0 0 2 8 0
33. | feel comfortable initiating spiritual
conversations with people. 0 0 2 5 3 0
34. Making disciples involves proclaiming the
gospel message, baptizing those who respond in
faith, and teaching them how to live in the ways |of
God. O] 0| 0| O0]10| O
35. Proclaiming the good news of Jesus Christ will
position the Christian against the kingdom of
darkness and spiritual warfare will increase. 0 0 0 2 8 0
36. There are numerous models/methods today for
doing personal evangelism. 0 0 0 2 8 0
37. If someone has the desire, | have both the
knowledge and the skills to lead him or her to
saving faith in Jesus Christ. 0 0 0 3 7 0
38. The apostle Paul knew how to verbalize his
Christian witness (personal testimony) and did o
at every opportunity to anyone who would listen| 0 0 0 1 9 0
39. The gospel message brings love and hope (o
the community. 0 0 0 1 9 0
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APPENDIX 55
POST-PROJECT SURVEY RESPONSES:
TEST GROUP, SORTED BY CATEGORY
Survey responses reflect the “Beliefs, Practiced,EExperiences” segment of the

research instrument (Research Instrument 1).

Possible responses: 1 = strongly disagree

2 = disagree
3 = uncertain
4 = agree

5 = strong agree
* = do not understand

Table A21. Biblical knowledge—Great Commission tioes

Responses (10 participants)
Statements 1 2 3 4 5
4. God is holy and just and must punish sin.

>x

0 0 0 0 |10 O
8. All humans are sinners by nature and by chojce.
0 1 0 0 9 0
9. The “Great Commission” in the New Testament
is a biblical command to go and make disciples pf

Jesus Christ. 0 0 0 0 10| O
15. God offers forgiveness of sin and eternal life

through faith in Jesus Christ. 0 0 0 0 [10]| O
18. The gospel message is for all people in the

world. O] 0| 0| 0]10| O
20. People who die without a personal relationghip

with Jesus are forever damned. 0 0 0 0 10| O

23. World missionary activity is rooted in God’s
call to the nation of Israel in the Old Testament.| 0O 1 0 3 6 0

%Gray-scale shading employed to stress the groupnesaonse level for each statement.
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Table A21—Continued. Biblical knowledge—Great Coission doctrines

Responses (10 participants)

*

Statements 1 2 3 4 5

24. Evangelism is the proclamation of the gospel
to unbelievers. 0 0 0 10| O
27. Not all gospel seeds will yield ripe spiritual
fruit but some will surely produce a great harvest
for the Lord. 0 0 0 9 0
29. The Holy Spirit empowers gospel
proclamation. 0 0 0 9 0
32. Evangelism should be a vital element withirj
the Christian community. 0 0 0 8 0
34. Making disciples involves proclaiming the
gospel message, baptizing those who respond in
faith, and teaching them how to live in the ways |of
God. 0 0 0 10| O
38. The apostle Paul knew how to verbalize his
Christian witness (personal testimony) and did o
at every opportunity to anyone who would listen| 0 0 0 9 0
39. The gospel message brings love and hope {o
the community. 0 0 0 9 0

Total Responses 0 2 0 129 0

Percentage 0 1 0 92 | O

Table A22. Biblical knowledge—order of salvationctrines

Responses (10 participants)

Statements 1 2 3 4 5
2. Election is an act of God before creation in
which he chooses some people to be saved. 0 0 0 10| O
7. Effectual call is an act of God in which He
summons people to Himself. 0 0 0 10| O
10. Regeneration is an act of God in which He
imparts new spiritual life. 0 0 0 9 0
12. Conversion is our willing response to the
gospel call, in which we sincerely repent of sins
and place our trust in Christ for salvation. 0 0 0 10| O
14. Justification is an act of God in which He
declares the sinner righteous. 0 0 0 10| O
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Table A22—Continued. Biblical knowledge—order afvation doctrines

Responses (10 participants)

*

Statements 1 2 3 4 5
16. Adoption is the act of God whereby He makes
us members of His family. 0 0 0 0 [10]| O
19. Sanctification is the progressive work of God
and man that makes us more and more free from
sin and more like Christ in our lives. 0 0 0 1 9 0
25. Perseverance (of the saints) is the beliefaha
those who are truly “born again” will be kept by
God’s power until the very end of their lives. 0 0 0 0|10 O
28. The death of a Christian has a very different
end than that of a non-Christian. 0 0 0 1 9 0
30. Glorification is the final step in redemption,
giving believers resurrection bodies. 0 0 0 1 9 0
Total Responses 0 0 0 4 19| 0
Percentage 0 0 0 4 19 | O

Table A23. Evangelistic skill

Responses (10 participants)

*

Statements 1 2 3 4 5
3. | can present the gospel message effectively|to
an unbeliever. 0 0 0 7 3 0
6. | know how to share my personal testimony
with another person. 0 0 0 4 6 0
11. A commitment to effective Christian
witnessing will likely require formal evangelism
training. 0 0 1 3 6 0
13. | feel “[ill] equipped” to present the gospel
message to othePs. 0O|1]0(|5| 4|0
17. A “conversion testimony” tells how one
became a Christian. 1 0 0 1 8 0

®This particular statement appears in the negatide therefore, disrupts the flow of
typical answers. A higher response level normialtijcates a more favorable position.
Here, for calculation purposes only, the statenexs recast to the positive and its

response level mirrored. The original series ahbars were 4, 5, 0, 1, 0; O.
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Table A23—Continued. Evangelistic skill

Responses (10 participants)

Statements 1 2 3 4 5
21. A ‘recovery testimony” tells how Jesus helped
one with a problem or need. 0 0 0 1 9 0

26. There may be barriers in our lives that tleeat
personal evangelism and the spread of the gospel

message. 0 1 0 3 6 0
31. The more | engage in personal evangelism,the

better | will become at it. 0 0 0 2 8 0
33. | feel comfortable initiating spiritual

conversations with people. 0 0 2 5 3 0

35. Proclaiming the good news of Jesus Christ will
position the Christian against the kingdom of

darkness and spiritual warfare will increase. 0 0 0 2 8 0
36. There are numerous models/methods today for
doing personal evangelism. 0 0 0 2 8 0

37. If someone has the desire, | have both the
knowledge and the skills to lead him or her to

saving faith in Jesus Christ. 0 0 0 3 7 0
Total Responses 1 2 3 13|76 | 0
Percentage 1 2 3 ]132|63| 0

Table A24. Personal accountability

Responses (10 participants)
Statements 1 2 3 4 5
1. God wants every follower of Jesus Christ to
assume the responsibility and privilege of
spreading the gospel and making disciples. 0 0 0 0 [10]| O
5. Accountability is important in the life of a
Christian. 0 0 0 0 10| O
22. Accountability may function to strengthen
personal evangelistic efforts. 0 0 0 3 7 0
Total Responses 0 0 0 3 |127| 0
Percentage 0 0 0|10, 90| O
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APPENDIX 56

FINAL INSTRUCTIONS: CONTROL GROUP

November 18, 2012

[name protected,

Well, our fifteen-week journey through the fieldsewangelism training has come to an
end. This research phase is at the heart of myirb Moject, and | am looking forward
to interpreting the data. THANK YOU for your logrsupport during this project. | pray
that the fruit of our labors will be for the glooy God.

As | wrap up the research, there are two thingslthaed to ask of you:

1. Please complete the enclosed post-project survéyetarn to me by Sun, 12-2-
2012. You may use the brown envelope to returm gawey.

2. Please respond to my question regarding prayerosufge your person in the test
group.

If you have any questions or concerns, please égkmow. Again, | am very grateful for
all your help.

In His Grip,

Dennis E. Wingate, Pastor

YIn keeping with principled research and sound sthio participant is
identified by personal name in this study.
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APPENDIX 57

CONFIRMATION: PRAYER SUPPORT PARTNERSHIPS

Per the information referenced below, did yourgssi individual contact you to request
specific prayer concerns during the course of ifteeh-week D.Min. project?

PLEASE CIRCLE YOUR RESPONSE: YES NO

Excerpt from letter given to you [control grouplteld August 5, 2012:

Hey. | am enclosing some information for you relyag the D.Min. project. As a
control group participant, | would like to ask tlyaiu begin praying diligently for your
test group partner. Your assigned partner is ifpelighted name to the far left of your
name under “Test Group Participant.” For exam@ld,01 will pray for T-101 during
this study. At a minimum, please prayer for thecgss of your partner during the
fifteen-week evangelism training period—all to tilery of God. _I will ask your
assigned individual to contact you within the niexd weeks to discuss specific prayer
concerns they may have regarding this wofkanks so much!

'See Appendix 16.
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APPENDIX 58

PERSONAL EVANGELISM BACKGROUND:
CONTROL GROUP, POST-PROJECT

Table A25. Personal evangelism background: cognalp, post-project

ID Training’ Testimony Gospel Evangelisrfi
C-101 3 Very rarely Very rarely 0
C-102 2 Once a month Once a week 2
C-103 0 Once a week Once a week *
C-104 1 Very rarely Very rarely 0
C-105 0 Once a year Once a month 0
C-106 More than 3 Once a year Once a year 0
C-107 2 Very rarely Once a month 1
C-108 2 Once a week Once a week 0
C-109 3 Very rarely Once a month 1
C-110 1 Once a month Once a month 1

Note: An asterisk (*) in the any column represents taaedardized participant response,

“I do not understand this question.”

#Training = column reflects participant responsé®question, “How many ‘evangelism

training’ courses have you attended?”

PTestimony = column reflects participant responsthéoquestion, “How often do you
share your personal testimony?”

‘Gospel = column reflects participant response éogilrestion, “How often do you
specifically share the gospel message?”

dEvangelism = column reflects participant resposthié question, “How many
individuals have you personally led to saving faitllesus Christ?”
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APPENDIX 59

POST-PROJECT SURVEY RESPONSES:
CONTROL GROUP

Survey responses reflect the “Beliefs, Practiced,EExperiences” segment of the

research instrument (Research Instrument 1).

Possible responses: 1 = strongly disagree

2 = disagree
3 = uncertain
4 = agree

5 = strong agree
* = do not understand

Table A26. Control group post-project survey resss

Responses (10 participants)

x

Statements 1 2 3 4 5

1. God wants every follower of Jesus Christ to
assume the responsibility and privilege of
spreading the gospel and making disciples. 0 0 0 2 8 0
2. Election is an act of God before creation in
which he chooses some people to be saved. 1 0 1 4 4 0
3. | can present the gospel message effectively|to
an unbeliever. 0 0 3 7 0 0
4. God is holy and just and must punish sin.

0| 0] O 2 8 | 0
5. Accountability is important in the life of a
Christian. 0 0 0 1 9 0
6. | know how to share my personal testimony
with another person. 0 0 0 7 3 0
7. Effectual call is an act of God in which He
summons people to Himself. 0 0 2 1 6 1
8. All humans are sinners by nature and by chojce.

0| 0| O 1 8 1
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Table A26—Continued. Control group post-projeat/ey responses

Responses (10 participants)

*

Statements 1 2 3 4 5
9. The “Great Commission” in the New Testament
is a biblical command to go and make disciples pf
Jesus Christ. 0 0 0 1 9 0
10. Regeneration is an act of God in which He
imparts new spiritual life. 0 0 0 2 7 1
11. A commitment to effective Christian
witnessing will likely require formal evangelism
training. 0 2 3 4 1 0
12. Conversion is our willing response to the
gospel call, in which we sincerely repent of sins
and place our trust in Christ for salvation. 0 0 0 3 7 0
13. | feel “ill equipped” to present the gospel
message to others. 2 5 2 1 0 0
14. Justification is an act of God in which He
declares the sinner righteous. 0 0 2 2 5 1
15. God offers forgiveness of sin and eternal life
through faith in Jesus Christ. 0 0 0 1 9 0
16. Adoption is the act of God whereby He makes
us members of His family. 0 0 1 1 7 1
17. A “conversion testimony” tells how one
became a Christian. 0 0 1 2 7 0
18. The gospel message is for all people in the
world. 0 0] O 1 9 |1 0
19. Sanctification is the progressive work of Gogd
and man that makes us more and more free from
sin and more like Christ in our lives. 0 0 0 5 5 0
20. People who die without a personal relationghip
with Jesus are forever damned. 0 0 0 2 8 0
21. A “recovery testimony” tells how Jesus helped
one with a problem or need. 0 0 1 5 4 0
22. Accountability may function to strengthen
personal evangelistic efforts. 0 0 0 8 2 0
23. World missionary activity is rooted in God’s
call to the nation of Israel in the Old Testament.| 1 1 3 3 1 1
24. Evangelism is the proclamation of the gospel
to unbelievers. 0 0 0 1 9 0
25. Perseverance (of the saints) is the beliefaha
those who are truly “born again” will be kept by
God'’s power until the very end of their lives. 1 0 1 3 5 0
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Table A26—Continued. Control group post-projeat/ey responses

Responses (10 participants)

*

Statements 1 2 3 4 5
26. There may be barriers in our lives that tleeat
personal evangelism and the spread of the gospel
message. 0 0 2 6 2 0
27. Not all gospel seeds will yield ripe spiritual
fruit but some will surely produce a great harvest
for the Lord. 0 0 0 4 6 0
28. The death of a Christian has a very different
end than that of a non-Christian. 0 0 0 1 9 0
29. The Holy Spirit empowers gospel
proclamation. 0 0 1 2 7 0
30. Glorification is the final step in redemption,
giving believers resurrection bodies. 0 0 2 3 5 0
31. The more | engage in personal evangelism,the
better | will become at it. 0 0 0 4 6 0
32. Evangelism should be a vital element within
the Christian community. 0 0 0 1 9 0
33. | feel comfortable initiating spiritual
conversations with people. 0 1 3 4 2 0
34. Making disciples involves proclaiming the
gospel message, baptizing those who respond in
faith, and teaching them how to live in the ways |of
God. 0| 0| O 2 8 | O
35. Proclaiming the good news of Jesus Christ will
position the Christian against the kingdom of
darkness and spiritual warfare will increase. 0 0 0 6 4 0
36. There are numerous models/methods today for
doing personal evangelism. 0 0 3 4 3 0
37. If someone has the desire, | have both the
knowledge and the skills to lead him or her to
saving faith in Jesus Christ. 0 0 3 5 2 0
38. The apostle Paul knew how to verbalize his
Christian witness (personal testimony) and did o
at every opportunity to anyone who would listen| 0 0 0 4 6 0
39. The gospel message brings love and hope (o
the community. 0 0 1 2 7 0
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APPENDIX 60
POST-PROJECT SURVEY RESPONSES:
CONTROL GROUP, SORTED BY CATEGORY
Survey responses reflect the “Beliefs, Practiced,EExperiences” segment of the

research instrument (Research Instrument 1).

Possible responses: 1 = strongly disagree

2 = disagree
3 = uncertain
4 = agree

5 = strong agree
* = do not understand

Table A27. Biblical knowledge—Great Commission tioes

Responses (10 participants)
Statements 1 2 3 4 5
4. God is holy and just and must punish sin.

x

0 0 0 2 1 8|0
8. All humans are sinners by nature and by chojce.
0 0 0 1 8 1
9. The “Great Commission” in the New Testament
is a biblical command to go and make disciples pf

Jesus Christ. 0 0 0 1 9 0
15. God offers forgiveness of sin and eternal life

through faith in Jesus Christ. 0 0 0 1 9 0
18. The gospel message is for all people in the

world. 0| 0| O 1 9 | 0
20. People who die without a personal relationghip

with Jesus are forever damned. 0 0 0 2 8 0

23. World missionary activity is rooted in God’s
call to the nation of Israel in the Old Testament.| 1 1 3 3 1 1

%Gray-scale shading employed to stress the groupnesaonse level for each statement.
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Table A27—Continued. Biblical knowledge—Great Coission doctrines

Responses (10 participants)

*

Statements 1 2 3 4 5

24. Evangelism is the proclamation of the gospel
to unbelievers. 0 0 0 1 9 0
27. Not all gospel seeds will yield ripe spiritual
fruit but some will surely produce a great harvest
for the Lord. 0 0 0 4 6 0
29. The Holy Spirit empowers gospel
proclamation. 0 0 1 2 7 0
32. Evangelism should be a vital element withirj
the Christian community. 0 0 0 1 9 0
34. Making disciples involves proclaiming the
gospel message, baptizing those who respond in
faith, and teaching them how to live in the ways |of
God. 0 0 0 2 8 0
38. The apostle Paul knew how to verbalize his
Christian witness (personal testimony) and did o
at every opportunity to anyone who would listen| 0 0 0 4 6 0
39. The gospel message brings love and hope {o
the community. 0 0 1 2 7 0

Total Responses 1 1 5 | 27 |104| 2

Percentage 1 1 4 119 74| 1

Table A28. Biblical knowledge—order of salvationctrines

Responses (10 participants)

Statements 1 2 3 4 5
2. Election is an act of God before creation in
which he chooses some people to be saved. 1 0 1 4 4 0
7. Effectual call is an act of God in which He
summons people to Himself. 0 0 2 1 6 1
10. Regeneration is an act of God in which He
imparts new spiritual life. 0 0 0 2 7 1
12. Conversion is our willing response to the
gospel call, in which we sincerely repent of sins
and place our trust in Christ for salvation. 0 0 0 3 7 0
14. Justification is an act of God in which He
declares the sinner righteous. 0 0 2 2 5 1
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Table A28—Continued. Biblical knowledge—order afvation doctrines

Responses (10 participants)

*

Statements 1 2 3 4 5
16. Adoption is the act of God whereby He makes
us members of His family. 0 0 1 1 7 1
19. Sanctification is the progressive work of God
and man that makes us more and more free from
sin and more like Christ in our lives. 0 0 0 5 5 0
25. Perseverance (of the saints) is the beliefaha
those who are truly “born again” will be kept by
God'’s power until the very end of their lives. 1 0 1 3 5 0
28. The death of a Christian has a very different
end than that of a non-Christian. 0 0 0 1 9 0
30. Glorification is the final step in redemption,
giving believers resurrection bodies. 0 0 2 3 5 0
Total Responses 2 0 9 | 25| 60| 4
Percentage 2 0 9 | 25| 60| 4

Table A29. Evangelistic skill

Responses (10 participants)

*

Statements 1 2 3 4 5
3. | can present the gospel message effectively|to
an unbeliever. 0 0 3 7 0 0
6. | know how to share my personal testimony
with another person. 0 0 0 7 3 0
11. A commitment to effective Christian
witnessing will likely require formal evangelism
training. 0 2 3 4 1 0
13. | feel “[ill] equipped” to present the gospel
message to othefs. Oo| 1|2 |5|21]0
17. A “conversion testimony” tells how one
became a Christian. 0 0 1 2 7 0

®This particular statement appears in the negatide therefore, disrupts the flow of
typical answers. A higher response level normialtijcates a more favorable position.
Here, for calculation purposes only, the statenexs recast to the positive and its

response level mirrored. The original series ahbars were 2, 5, 2, 1, 0; O.
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Table A29—Continued. Evangelistic skill

Responses (10 participants)

Statements 1 2 3 4 5
21. A ‘recovery testimony” tells how Jesus helped
one with a problem or need. 0 0 1 5 4 0

26. There may be barriers in our lives that tleeat
personal evangelism and the spread of the gospel

message. 0 0 2 6 2 0
31. The more | engage in personal evangelism,the

better | will become at it. 0 0 0 4 6 0
33. | feel comfortable initiating spiritual

conversations with people. 0 1 3 4 2 0

35. Proclaiming the good news of Jesus Christ will
position the Christian against the kingdom of

darkness and spiritual warfare will increase. 0 0 0 6 4 0
36. There are numerous models/methods today for
doing personal evangelism. 0 0 3 4 3 0

37. If someone has the desire, | have both the
knowledge and the skills to lead him or her to

saving faith in Jesus Christ. 0 0 3 5 2 0
Total Responses 0 4 121 ]15|36| 0
Percentage 0 3118|4930 | O

Table A30. Personal accountability

Responses (10 participants)
Statements 1 2 3 4 5
1. God wants every follower of Jesus Christ to
assume the responsibility and privilege of
spreading the gospel and making disciples. 0 0 0 2 8 0
5. Accountability is important in the life of a
Christian. 0 0 0 1 9 0
22. Accountability may function to strengthen
personal evangelistic efforts. 0 0 0 8 2 0
Total Responses 0 0 0O |11]19]| O
Percentage 0 0 0O |37, 63| 0
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APPENDIX 61
HIGHLIGHTS: EXIT INTERVIEWS
Appendix 61 contains highlights from my exit intexws with the ten test group
participants. It gives their input regarding tiagbenefits, project goals, training
quality, GBC evangelism team, and some additiooairoentary on the general project.
Training Benefits
The following comments reflect most of the writt@sponses to the exit interview
guestion, “How has this experience [the overalbpeal evangelism training] helped you
regarding the task of personal evangelism?”

1. Confidence [T-10H]

2. Studying in-depth the different areas of salvatias reinforced my knowledge so
that | am more comfortable explaining them. [T-102]

3. llove the bracelet [Wordless Bracelet]! Thisugls an easy approach to begin
conversations with people. [T-102]

4. Shown me the urgency in sharing the gospel, impoetan all taking part, and
awareness each of us need for opportunities t@spial 03]

5. Given me the tools to lead others to Jesus. [T-104]
6. | like the personal testimony and then go intoBitde where you can let the
person you are talking to read aloud the severegdisat you have chained in

your Bible. [T-105]

7. It has opened new doors of training, skills, andvdedge. [T-106]

All comments are reproduced in their original foand have not been edited
for grammar or style.

’Nomenclature key: T-XXX = test group member idéetif In keeping with
principled research and sound ethics, no partitigadentified by personal name in this
study.
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8. It's been a good reminder of basic principles iareyelism as well as a good way
to bring accountability to evangelism. [T-107]

9. Better understanding of death and eternity .rongfer witness. [T-108]
10.Many questions have been answered and backed hbwitpture. [T-109]

11.1t has helped me to understand the elect bettet 1]

Project Goals

Table A31 shows group responses for exit intengewstions specifically related to the
research project goals.

Possible responses: 1 =yes

2=no
* = no response

Table A31. Research project goals feedback

Responses (10 participants

U7
N

Statements 1 2 *
1. Did you gain biblical knowledge? 10 0 0
2. Did you gain evangelistic skill? 10 0 0

3. Did you feel more accountable
regarding evangelism? 10 0 0

4. Are you now prepared to share the
gospel? 10 0 0

Training Quality

Table A32 displays group feedback concerning thexali/quality of the personal
evangelism training provided through the researoiept.
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Possible responses: 1 = unsatisfactory

2 = poor
3 = average
4 = good
5 = excellent

* = no response

Table A32. Rating of research project training

Responses (10 participants)
Statement 1 2 3 4 5

x

Overall, how would you rate this training? 0 0 0 1 8 1

GBC Evangelism Team

The GBC Evangelism Team was established in SepteRi@8 to serve as a catalyst and
a stronghold for evangelistic activity within ouruech and community.

In an effort to preserve some permanent fruit ftbenproject training and to advance the
cause of Christ and His local church, the exitringav questionnaire posed the following
guestion, “Are you interested in joining the GBCaBgelism Team?” The test group
members responded in one of three ways: (1) orteipant was already a team member,
(2) four individuals said “no,” and (3) five peomave no response at all. Therefore, no
eligible participant said “yes” to this new opparity.

Additional Comments

These statements represent either written or esgplanses to the exit interview question,
“Additional comments?”

1. Although I feel more prepared, | still struggle lvinaking contacts. “Way of
life” doesn’t necessarily work for me since | amitally at work, at church, or at

home. | am going to have to try to find time aneérgy to be more deliberate in
my outreach. [T-107]

3All comments are reproduced in their original foard have not been edited
for grammar or style.

*Nomenclature key: T-XXX = test group member ideatif
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2. Scripture supported studies—excellent. [T-102]

3. Accountability helpful (E-report). [T-102]

4. Provided direct step-by-step reasoning in sharogpgl. [T-103]
5. Handouts were good. [T-103]

6. Pushed people out of their comfort zones. [T-103]

7. Very helpful—Beougher’s book. [T-104]

8. The post-project survey sections, “General Inforardtand “Personal
Evangelism Background,” were convictional. [T-104]

9. In my seventy-five years, | haveverhad a pastor to teach these kind of things to
me . . . no one has offered me these kinds of appities to learn. [T-105]

10.1 especially enjoyed watching the evangelism sagesan class. [T-107]

11.0ne of the best training programs | have attendéds information will be very
helpful when | witness to other people. [T-108]

12. Discipline—deadlines (E-reports)—very good! Needed prodded her along.
[T-110]
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APPENDIX 62

TEST GROUP DATA COMPARISONS:
PERSONAL EVANGELISM BACKGROUND

Table A33. Personal testimony

ID Pre-Project Post-Project Shiff
T-101 Once a month Once a month 0
T-102 Very rarely Once a month +
T-103 Very rarely Once a month +
T-104 Very rarely Very rarely 0
T-105 * Once a month #
T-106 Once a year Once a year 0
T-107 Once a week Once a month
T-108 2-5 times per week Once a week -
T-109 Very rarely Very rarely 0
T-110 Once a week Once a week 0

Note: An asterisk (*) in the “pre-project” or “post-pegt” column represents the
standardized participant response, “I do not uridedsthis question.”

®The “pre-project” and “post-project” columns refigarticipant responses to the
guestion, “How often do you share your persondirtesy?” Possible responses for this
guestion were: (1) 2-5 times per week, (2) onceeaky(3) once a month, (4) once a
year, (5) very rarely, (6) never, and (7) | do notlerstand this question.

PThe “shift” column reflects the directional charfgetween the pre-project and post-
project participant responses. A “plus” sign (#dicates that the response moved in the
positive direction toward a more desirable endpa@rfhegative” sign (-) indicates that
the response moved in the negative direction towdess desirable endpoint; a “zero”
(0) indicates that the participant response leslained unchanged, moving neither in a
positive or a negative direction; and a “hash” q@gnindicates that a specific value
cannot be determined for the data point.
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Table A34. Gospel proclamation

ID Pre-Project Post-Project Shiff
T-101 * Once a year #
T-102 Very rarely Once a year +
T-103 Very rarely Once a month +
T-104 Very rarely Very rarely 0
T-105 * Once a month #
T-106 Once a year Once a year 0
T-107 Once a week Once a month -
T-108 2-5 times per week Once a week -
T-109 Once a month Once a month 0
T-110 Once a month Once a month 0

Note: An asterisk (*) in the “pre-project” or “post-pegt” column represents the
standardized participant response, “I do not uridedsthis question.”

®The “pre-project” and “post-project” columns refigarticipant responses to the
guestion, “How often do you specifically share gjospel message?” Possible responses
for this question were: (1) 2-5 times per week,q2¢e a week, (3) once a month, (4)
once a year, (5) very rarely, (6) never, and ) hot understand this question.

The “shift” column reflects the directional charfgetween the pre-project and post-
project participant responses. A “plus” sign (#dicates that the response moved in the
positive direction toward a more desirable endpa@rfhegative” sign (-) indicates that
the response moved in the negative direction towdess desirable endpoint; a “zero”
(0) indicates that the participant response leslained unchanged, moving neither in a
positive or a negative direction; and a “hash” q@gnindicates that a specific value
cannot be determined for the data point.
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Table A35. Evangelistic effectiveness

ID Pre-Project Post-Project Net Chang®
T-101 1 2 +1
T-102 2 2 0
T-103 1 1 0
T-104 2 3 +1
T-105 * * #
T-106 1 3 +2
T-107 More than 5 More than 5 C#
T-108 3 More than 5 ke
T-109 -- 1 #
T-110 0 0 0

Note: An asterisk (*) in the “pre-project” or “post-pegt” column represents the
standardized participant response, “I do not uridedsthis question.” Further, a dash
(--) in the “pre-project” or “post-project” columndicates that the participant gave a
non-standardized answer to the question.

®The “pre-project” and “post-project” columns refi@articipant responses

to the question, “How many individuals have youspeally led to saving faith in Jesus
Christ?” Possible responses for this question w@)eNone, (2) 1 individual, (3) 2
individuals, (4) 3 individuals, (5) 4 individual®) 5 individuals, (7) more than 5
individuals, and (8) | do not understand this quest

PThe “net change” column measures the numeric chhetyeeen the pre-project and
post-project participant responses. A number witplus” sign (+) indicates that the
response moved a measurable amount toward a @osiitypoint; a number with a
“negative” sign (-) indicates that the response etba measurable amount toward a
negative endpoint; a “zero” (0) indicates that plaeticipant response level remained
unchanged, moving neither toward a positive orgatiee endpoint; and a hash sign (#)
indicates that a specific value cannot be deterdhioethe data point.

‘Although a specific value cannot be accuratelymeiteed for this particular data point,
this participant (T-107) led a person to savinghfan Jesus Christ during the study. This
fact was verified by personal testimony and bymeresubmission.

dalthough a specific value cannot be accuratelymeiteed for this particular data point,
the net change moved toward a positive endpoimare than two (> +2).

Although a specific value cannot be accuratelymieiteed for this particular data point,

this participant (T-109) led a person to savinghfam Jesus Christ during the study. This
fact was verified by personal testimony and bymoeresubmission.
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APPENDIX 63

CONTROL GROUP DATA COMPARISONS:
PERSONAL EVANGELISM BACKGROUND

Table A36. Personal testimony

ID Pre-Project Post-Project Shiff
C-101 Once a year Very rarely -
C-102 Once a month Once a month 0
C-103 Once a week Once a week 0
C-104 Very rarely Very rarely 0
C-105 Once a year Once a year 0
C-106 Very rarely Once a year +
C-107 Very rarely Very rarely 0
C-108 Once a week Once a week 0
C-109 Very rarely Very rarely 0
C-110 Once a month Once a month 0

Note: An asterisk (*) in the “pre-project” or “post-pegt” column represents the
standardized participant response, “I do not uridedsthis question.”

®The “pre-project” and “post-project” columns refigarticipant responses to the
guestion, “How often do you share your persondirtesy?” Possible responses for this
guestion were: (1) 2-5 times per week, (2) onceeaky(3) once a month, (4) once a
year, (5) very rarely, (6) never, and (7) | do notlerstand this question.

PThe “shift” column reflects the directional charfgetween the pre-project and post-
project participant responses. A “plus” sign (#dicates that the response moved in the
positive direction toward a more desirable endpa@rfhegative” sign (-) indicates that
the response moved in the negative direction towdess desirable endpoint; a “zero”
(0) indicates that the participant response leslained unchanged, moving neither in a
positive or a negative direction; and a “hash” q@gnindicates that a specific value
cannot be determined for the data point.
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Table A37. Gospel proclamation

ID Pre-Project Post-Project Shiff
C-101 Very rarely Very rarely 0
C-102 Once a week Once a week 0
C-103 Once a week Once a week 0
C-104 Very rarely Very rarely 0
C-105 Once a week Once a month -
C-106 Once a year Once a year 0
C-107 Once a month Once a month 0
C-108 2-5 times per week Once a week -
C-109 Once a month Once a month 0
C-110 Once a month Once a month 0

Note: An asterisk (*) in the “pre-project” or “post-pegt” column represents the
standardized participant response, “I do not uridedsthis question.”

®The “pre-project” and “post-project” columns refigarticipant responses to the
guestion, “How often do you specifically share gospel message?” Possible responses
for this question were: (1) 2-5 times per week,q2¢e a week, (3) once a month, (4)
once a year, (5) very rarely, (6) never, and ) hot understand this question.

PThe “shift” column reflects the directional charfgetween the pre-project and post-
project participant responses. A “plus” sign (#dicates that the response moved in the
positive direction toward a more desirable endpa@rfhegative” sign (-) indicates that
the response moved in the negative direction towdess desirable endpoint; a “zero”
(0) indicates that the participant response leslained unchanged, moving neither in a
positive or a negative direction; and a “hash” q@gnindicates that a specific value
cannot be determined for the data point.
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Table A38. Evangelistic effectiveness

ID Pre-Project Post-Project Net Chang®
C-101 0 0 0
C-102 2 2 0
C-103 * * #
C-104 0 0 0
C-105 0 0 0
C-106 0 0 0
C-107 0 1 +i
C-108 0 0 0
C-109 1 1 0
C-110 1 1 0

Note: An asterisk (*) in the “pre-project” or “post-pegt” column represents the
standardized participant response, “I do not uridedsthis question.”

®The “pre-project” and “post-project” columns refi@articipant responses

to the question, “How many individuals have youspeally led to saving faith in Jesus
Christ?” Possible responses for this question w@jeNone, (2) 1 individual, (3) 2
individuals, (4) 3 individuals, (5) 4 individual®) 5 individuals, (7) more than 5
individuals, and (8) | do not understand this quest

PThe “net change” column measures the numeric chhetyeeen the pre-project and
post-project participant responses. A number witplus” sign (+) indicates that the
response moved a measurable amount toward a @osiitypoint; a number with a
“negative” sign (-) indicates that the response etba measurable amount toward a
negative endpoint; a “zero” (0) indicates that plaeticipant response level remained
unchanged, moving neither toward a positive orgatiee endpoint; and a hash sign (#)
indicates that a specific value cannot be deterdhioethe data point.

“This control group member (C-107) was instrumeinté¢ading a lost person to saving
faith in Jesus Christ. The account was verifiegppbgsonal testimony.
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APPENDIX 64

JOURNAL: PASTORAL DEVELOPMENT

Using an informal style, Appendix 64 chronicles goof my more significant learning
experiences and personal theological developmestangelism and church growth
during the course of the D.Min. project (beginnwigh the writing of chapter 2).

Table A39. Pastoral development in evangelismcgich growth

Date

Comments

6-10-2011

While there are a number of approaches in presgtiimgospel, the
message itself contains four crucial elementss dtmessage about
(1) God and His holiness, (2) man and his sinfudné®) Jesus Christ
and His atoning work on the cross, and (4) the sansto faith and
repentance. The addition of element #4 is criticdhe process!

7-19-2011

| am pleasantly overwhelmed by the continuity od@Gaedemptive

plan that spreads from Genesis to Revelation. t Ahallenging to place

the Old Testament account into precise linear thbagd words but
well worth the effort.

174

9-2-2011

Faith and repentance—sequencing . . . | now betieatefaith must
come first in this process of salvation. lllusitvat chicken & egg.

11-4-2011

Westminster Confession of Faith—an excellent docuraad resource
for the teaching segment of my project. It hep$itl in the cracks” of
my theological development.

11-25-2011

Parable of the Sower provides several invalualsgins into personal
evangelism. For example, soil #1—the lost; soi+tHe saved; soil
#2—also the lost; soil #3—more challenging to deiae a firm state
regarding this category of people (mysteries of \cod

12-14-2011

Better understanding of the Greek terkerygma’ | now have a far
greater appreciation for Peter's Pentecost sermderusalem.

12-15-2011

Regarding Acts 2:41-47, | am very surprised byl#og of focus upon
the evangelistic component among several schohat€@mmentaries.
Attention to evangelism proper seems to occupyramim amount of

space in their analyses of the early church.
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Table A39—Continued. Pastoral development in egasim and church growth

Date Comments

A clear difference exists between sharing of ageabktestimony and
1-13-2012 | the sharing of the gospel message. A personati@sy may well

provide a segue for a formal gospel proclamation.

Linking the order of salvation doctrines to thekta$ personal
4-24-2012 | evangelism training becomes a very practical argbimant step in

strengthening Christians to share their faith.

| am reminded of God’s sovereignty, provision, goddness in
6-28-2012 | providing ample participants for the research pludsay project.

Yes, Jehovah Jireh!

Given the opportunity to sort out details regardimg writing of a
8-16-2012 | “recovery” testimony (1-crisis, 2-God’s help, 3-padch).

Teaching about the order of salvation doctrinesirgely strengthening
9-4-2012 | my personal theology as a pastor. As the old adags, “A mist in the

pulpit is a fog in the pews.” To teach, one mushdto a level).

Wow. Wow. Wow. | am absolutely amazed at sheerlevel of God’s
10-4-2012 | involvement in the application of redemption. Godart verses our

part is simply humbling—how could anyone ever bdast

| have a clearer understanding of sanctificatiolifénand death,
10-26-2012 | re: body and soul, partial and final stages.

| have prospered from Grudem'’s understanding apthaation of
11-11-2012| Christian death.
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ABSTRACT
TRAINING BELIEVERS IN PERSONAL EVANGELISM

AT GRACE BAPTIST CHURCH,
RIDGEWAY, VIRGINIA

Dennis Edgar Wingate, D.Min.
The Southern Baptist Theological Seminary, 2013
Faculty Supervisor: Dr. Travis S. Kerns

This project presents an experimental methodologyréining believers in
personal evangelism within the local church. Caaftlays the foundation for the
research project. It identifies purpose and estiaés the critical goals for the work. The
ministry context of Grace Baptist Church in Ridggwdirginia is also highlighted.

Chapter 2 gives the project its biblical rootxegeses of an Old Testament
(Gen 12:1-9) and five New Testament texts (Matl8&0, Luke 8:4-15, Acts 2:14-47,
Acts 22:1-16, and Col 1:3-8) yield rich biblicakights and remind the Christian that the
Old Testament mission of redemption continues tiheoNew Testament age.

Chapter 3 is multi-faceted, taking a mosaic apgnday tackling several
theoretical and practice issues in personal evaamyellt addresses historical wisdom,
spiritual warfare, witnessing obstacles, evangehsodels, accountability issues, and
statistical realities. Of particular interesthg tcoupling of personal evangelism with the
doctrines of the application of redemption.

Chapter 4 provides the fifteen-week research gndriining believers in

personal evangelism. The project seeks five duallsved to fortify the evangelistic



thrust of the church: (1) increase biblical knovged(2) improve evangelistic skill, (3)
initiate personal accountability, (4) proclaim thespel, and (5) strengthen pastoral
leadership in the area of evangelism and churciitro

Chapter 5 provides a rigorous examination of dsearch project. It offers

analyses in a number of areas, striving alwaysatag the value of the work.
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