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1. At half past ten o’clock A. M. Brother Bzzsr preacbed the Inw
troductory Scrmon, from Jeremiah L. 14; « Put yourselves in array
against Babylon round about: all ye that bend the how, shoot at her,
spare no arrows : for she hath sinned against the Lord. » Prayer by
Brotht-r Larnror.

2. After a recess of {wenty-five minules, Brother BaLL called the
Association to order. prayed ‘and proceeded to business.

3. Appointed Brother GrinneLL, Moderator, and Brother Coxxe
Lin, Assistant Clerk.

4. Ministers and other Messenzers from sister Associations were
invited to sit with us, and unite in our deliberations.

5. Letters were then read from the Churches composing this body,
and the following record taken.

N. B. The names of ordained Ministers are in SMALL CAPITALS,
and of Lmnmues i alics.
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6. Letters from Carresponding Associations were read.

ASSOCIATIONS. | WINUTES. | MESSENGERS. | BaT’D. | TOTAL.
Philadelphia, 1825, Montanye. [ 149 7 2815
New-York, iLathrop,Marphy, Hil., :
Ahin:ton, 1823. Grenell. 97 736
Hartlord,

Hudson River, 1828. Mirpuv. 183 2450
Rensselaervilie,

New-Jersey, Trorr.

Lanion, 1]28, WaRREN, 75 1146
New-lonlon, 1523, 120 1922
Lexinston, Waigren. |

7. Br. WanreN appeared as a Messenzer frons the Lexington As-
sociation, presented Minutes, and requested a corvespondence with
thein,

X, Brethren Buvi. Broour and Berne, were appointed a Commit-
tee 1o examine the Minutes of Corresponding  Associations and re-
Joit: onthe reguest of Br. Warres, .

0. Tiie Circusar and Corresponding Fetters were called for, and
Brethren Moxcanve, WakieN, Mureny and Hanpine, were ap-
Pointed to exanine them,

i1, 'The Commitiee appointed last vear to draw up a set of rules
for the regulation of the Association, and a summary of our views of
Gospelirutly, to be printed annually on the cover of onr Minuies,pre-
sented a set of rules, and swinmary of faith, which were adopted.

11. Adjourned till % o’clock to-niorrow morning.  Prayer, by Br.
Minpny.

Thursday, June 11.—Met according to adjournment. Prayer, by
Br. Waknen,

12. 'The Comniiitee on tha query relative to the ordination of Dea-
cons, reporied, anl the repori was accepted, -

13. ‘The Connuittee to whom was reierred the query in rela‘ion to
the ofiice of Flder, reported, and the report was accepted. See Cir-
cular Letter,

11, The Committee to whom was referred the examination of the
Miunutes of Corresponding Associations, reported, that they find noth-
ing in the Minutes of corresponding Associations worthy of particu-
lar notice, excepting the 14th article, in the Minutes of the Union As-
socia ion : whereupon, it was resolved, that the article referred to be
publishied in our Minmtes:

Risolved, 'That whenever a minister of this Association shall pros
videninlly be present at the ses<ian of a sister Association, to which
0 i lual hias a special appcintment frorn this body, such minister,
presencing a copy of our latest Mmutes, containing his name, shall be
considered our messenger to said Association.” Westfield Minutes.

15, ‘The Comunigge to whom was referred the request of fhe Lex-
incton Association, ‘recontmend the Association to open a correspon-
dence with them,  The report was accepted.

16. The same Commiitiee recommend the inserticn in our Minutes

of a notice rcccivEd from the Liberty Church, which is as follows :—
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* We caution our sister Churclies amainst a nﬁn by the name of Ahel

Hodwre, who was excluaded trom this Ciwreh, J\(-. be continues to oo
ahcut, rruhnj' out azainst the Clareel and aitdiapting to preach, and
an,umiuge:rmwous doctrines.  Sotd Hodod I thick ~sct, dark con-
plexion, rising fifty vears ot age.  Done in belfalt and by order of l,.e
Chiurch, LEVI GATES. Chiveh Cle

17. Brother Murphy read a letter from the Mulberrv-siveet clit
New-York. to the Association, inreference to Honaitin Reynolds, his
wife and daughter, excluded trom the 'Vhon; ijjson Chanch o8 this As<
soc intien @ whiereupon, it was

Reselred, "Fhat this Association recomn: -ﬂni to the Chur rh at
Thenpson to call # Council, to take into con: ifierting the propriety or
impropviety of the exchusion of Deacon Jon: m an lb)nuu!;, his wiie
and dan"hlcr.

. A letter was reccived from Joel \hers [an (-\uu'lml nember of
t.he (,hu"(h at Newloundland, settirz forth ks gl and sorrow, at
the conduct of the church: whereupon. it wos

Resolzed, That thie Association recoumiend to sudd chureh to caila
council.

19. The Commiiitee to whom was refeired the consileration of the
Circular Letter, veported, that the Brother a; ]unv’f.! to write the Cir~
cular letter, having fai! edto perform the task, your Commidee recoin-
mend the several reports in an<wer to the queries fron the Latti;
town Church, to be suhs'ituted in the place thereat. with suitable 1 r«-~
fatory and concluding remarks. by the prinling Comuittee. Al of
which is subrmiited with delerence to the vijsdom of the Association.
Adopted.,

20. Appe m‘ml messenzers to mrrn‘ onding Associntions, viz:

I | Pl & ol e
Philadely i, | G=x 2d ch, Phil. Oct b,
. . La.’l Ul her, Bub(’,
New-York, g Giri h»I an: l 1,'1—1
1 Y lar-
Alington, g di I,(m” ;;‘lf PBP‘OL‘"IC‘, Har Mt. Pleasani.Sept. 2
o, Bebee,
Hartford, Ficteher, 1st Sullicld, Ocio 14,
THudson-Kiver, Flet=her, Brookiyn, Augz. 5.

Nept. 9,

Renssetacrville,
Mt. Holiv. Sept. 2.

New-Jersey,

nion, W oelsev. Conldin | Paterson, Sept. s
New-London, [lddiovy Beehe Copktin, | Lebanoa, Scpt. 30
Lexington, Ciruiell, U(tbe, li..','di.'.'g,

(‘Pn!ru) N. | dcche,

21. Re‘ Ived, that we solitit a conﬂp(mdcnce ‘with the C entral, N.
J. Association.

22, Resolved, that the Assoriation feel deeply affected at the death
of our beloved brothier, Elder Tnosas P. Ternv,

23. Resolved, that our next Association be held with the Church at

mpson : t‘m' Prother Harring preach the Introductory sermon,

Brother Drapen his alternate : that Brother Grizkri, wiite the Cir-
cular Letter, and Broticr Dipis the Corresponding.
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24, Resolved, that the Asseeiation duly appreciate and acknowl-
edue the bospitality mamicsted by the inbabitunts of Greenville and
1S vicinity, b

23. Nesolved, that the Clerk superintend the printing and distribu-
tionof the Minutes.  Adjourned.  Prayer by the Moderator.

25, "The Commnittee to whom was referred the queries received from
the Lattinttown-chureh last year, presented the tollowing report :

 Durinz the titae, and alier our deliberations, the large concourse
of people that were assembled were cateriained by the preachine of
Breidwen Vrowt, Hill, Montanye and Murphy :—the people paid yood
aticiuon to preaciing, and many were apparendy deeply alleeted.”

CIRCULAR LETTER.

Tiie Ddegates of the Waririck Baptist Jdssocintion, to the Churches
Uiy represent, send Christaen salutalion.

Dear Breithren—~Having been disappointed in vezaad (o a Circular
L.etter, and having received such able reyoris f o the Commiitee to
Whom was referred certain queries, we adopt themn as our Curcular, and
suint them tor your serious consideratinn,

Reply to gucries from the Latlingtown Church, in 1828,

On the query irom the abovenaiued Churcl, relative to the office of
Elder. your Conniittee beg leave to report :

1. 'T'fic term EJ 2 ris used ia the New-"Testament in firo senses only.

Ist. Itis used withreference (0 age : andlience persons far advan-ed
in years are denoniinated Elders. Sce 1'lim. v, 1, 25 “Rebuke not an
cder, but inticat o as a father, and the younzor men as brethren
the elder women us mothers, and the y~unger as sisters.”  JMere it
mitst be obvious'tfiat the compaiison miade by the Apestle respects
axe, exclusively, amt! not office.

2d. 'The term is also used in the New-Testament Scriptures, with
reference (o gjfice ; aad wien vise:l thus, we are quite ccriain (whatevs
erother sense may be pleadod for) that the niinisters of Jesus Christ,
are denominated eiders; and that, on account exclusively of the office
they sustain: in evilence of winch the followinyr passages are addu-
ced. 2 Fpistle of John, Ist verse: “'I'le elider unto the elect luly
and her childven:™ and 3d Epistle, verse 1st, Tl e/der unto the
well-beloved Guius.”  In each of these passazes, the Apostle John
speaks of Limseli” as an elder in office. S0-uiso the Apostle Peter calls
hiaself an elider with recpect to gffice, and denominates his brethren
in the ministry the same.  See 1st Peter, v, 1st to ath. “'T'he elders
which are among vou [ exhort, who am also an elder, &c. * Feed the
flock of God whicl'is ainong you.” .

Puul, toe, addresses his ministrring bre t.ren of the church at FEphe-
sus, as elders; see Acts xx, 17 and 28 congqared,

Henee we are able to show that preacliers of the Gospel and pas-
wors of churches are on account of office denominated elders : but who
cun prove that the term elder is used in the New-"Testament as exprese
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kive of any other office? We know it is urged by many, that the
Scriptures require certain officers in uic churches, wiiich are ncither
preachers or deacons, but ruiing elders ; but we think the persons who
advocate this view of the subject mistaken, and for the following rea-
sons:

1. Because they have no Scripture {0 support the opinion.

The passage from Romans »i. 2, so frequently referred to; “ He
that ruleth with diligence,” proves nothing respeciing ruiing elders,
but applies with the utmost propriciy to pastors of churches. The
passage also from 1 Tim. v, 17, may be applied without any imjro-
priety to the church officers first named, the minister etders, and es-
pecially as they are in other Scriptures said to role—* Fapecially they
toat labor in word and doctiine.”  Here the distineiion does noc i n
the different order of oflicers in the clureh,but inthe different degrees
¢of diligence exercised by hier preachers and pastors.

2. The character of the ruling ciders under concideration, is no
where described in the New-Testament, as is ihe character of a Lish-
op and a Deacon, and Lence we infer that the oilice wits not knovn to
the Apostolic Chur:hes.

3. The Scripturks have got assizned any afficc-icork whatever to
this ruling elder, a. ‘bey have to the Bishops and Deacons ol the
churches: hence, we reject as an innovatisn every kind of otficiul
eldership, excepting that which is included in the otice of a bishop.

Finally.—We are asked in tiie query betore us —if preaclers oi the
Gospel, and they only, are tine elders of the Churcies, in what sense
or senses are they torule?  Not as Lord's over GGoil's heritage. 1 ive-
ter,v. 3. Not by usurping authou'y over the rights and conzciences
of mankind ; butthey may be said to rule,

1. By their life and conversation, in wlich ‘hey are admoni-ied to
be exampfes to the flock, 1 Peter, v, 3: thus exeriang a salutary inilu-
ence over the people of their charge.

2. Inazmuzh as they are set apart 10 adwinister the word and ardi-
naztee: of the Gospel, and thus to take the lewd i the worship of the

churches.

3. Also, they rule, by teaching, enforcing and admsristering the luws
and di.cipline of the church of’ God, #< revealed in bis word.

In anywer to the guery relative to the ordination of Deacons, ycur
commiitee would al-o report:

Inasmuch as the query included in the 6th item of the last vear’s
Miiutes, does not involve the ca*ter or ctlice-waork of' a Deacon,
but regards the suyjeet ot ordisvion only. we shall therefore staic
very briefly our of inion on tos suwgeci. That such an otlice still ex-
ists inthe Clurch of Jesnts Guiste no doubr remains on our minds,
becanse their gnaliticaiions are as elearly designated by tue Apostle
Paul in his I'j1stle to “Tunoihy, as inat of the elder or Lishop, and
that ativae ol servite is necessary before Li- 71 investiture into his
ofiice. **L.et lim tirst he proved ;7 but how, and by wiat procedure,
is the great object in the question.

Nor are vour Commiitee divi'ed ia relation to the immposiiion of
Yhands on'thore selected in e chuzch at Jerusalem; their ordination
is plain beiore-us : bui wieiuer they were Deacons ; and so from tlis




9

example we can act correctly m setting them apart to the work

Your committee are of ofinion, that to deny,on the one hand, is
more irrational thap 1o assert the fact, that they were—because the
clioice of them wad to relieve the ministry of the word, by committing
o them other service; which being distinct from the office of an Elder,
Pastor or Bishop, the designation of them by a plain and scriptural
name, Deacons, cannot do injurr to the cause of God and truth, or be
in any way derogatory to their honor as inen of God, and acting for
him. ~ Besides as there are but two special officers in the church, and
these seven were set apart by the inposi‘ion of hands to a work dis-
tinct from that of preaching the word, no harm can follow from the
Churchin every age setting her officers apart to pious service, in the
same manner and form.

Your committee do conceive that the office of a Deacon is more es-
senlial to the organization and visihility of the church of Christ than
that of a Bishop, because she can, and does often, exist, without the
latter ; whereas the former, or Deacon, is inseparable from her visibil-
Hy.
y’l’his question having heen so far considered, as to give publi-ity to
a Circular Letter to the Churches of this Association, in the year 1793,
we would refer you to the same.

Finally, ag each Church is an independent body, she may ordain by
Lilting np hfr voice or hand, of in any method so that the officer or
Deacon is publicly known and acknowledged as such.

ZELOI'US GRINELL, Moderator.
LEONARD FLETCHER, Clerk.

CORRESPAUNDING LETTER. .

The Warwick Daptist Association, to the seneral Associations with
whom we correspond.

Dear Brethren.—Through the abundant mercy of our God, we have
been permitted to enjoy another anniversary interview, and we with
pleasure embrace another opportunity of renewing our intercourse
with you; believinz it will be conducive, through Divine grace,to
brotherly love and Cluisiin fellowship.

We should rejoice with you, and with all who truly love our Lord
Jesus Christ, could we inform you that larze additions have been
made to our churches, but this is not our privilege. It has been a time
of creat coklness in the mnst »f onr churches, and but few have juton
Clrist by a visible profeszion of relizion; yet we earnestly desire and
fervently pray that the Lord woulkl revive his work in our hearts, and
rejoice that the foundation of God standeth sure, having this seal,—
%the Lord knoweth them that are his.”

Itic an unspeakable blessing, that the seal of grace is in the hand
of an Almizhty Saviour, who seals cffectually in tine all that he fore-
knew, and arlo; ted in eternity a9 lis children ; and while the Lord im-
presses his imagze on the souls of Lis people, they are secured by it
uniil the day of reden:ption.
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Welive in a day of delusion and error, in which many of every
class profcss to be Cluistians, and at the same time deny Christ; in
which many profess to be preachers, but at the same time do worse
than preach another Gospel, by perverting tle Gospel of Christ.

. It becoines us therefore, as Christians, to take heed how and who
we hear, znd as ministers, how and what we preach. They are snil
to have itching ears, who cannot endure sound doctrine ; and to preach
Wiih enticing words of man’s wisdom, is to preach without the power
and demonstration of the epirit.

As an association, we heartily desire to glorify God, and edify eur
brethiren by every means which the word of God wiil justity ; and as

we have opportunity, we wish to do good to all men, espieciaily unto-

then that are of the househeld of faith.

We desire that the Gospel may be spread in it< purity, and hope
that the Lord will. in his own time and way, eall an. qualily a sutii-
cient number of faithful wltnesses to cive testimony to the word of
kis grace in every land. Oh! when il the day appear. when the
ministers of our God will be stripped of selfishness and vanity. When
will the spirit of the Gospel pervade ilie churches of Jesus? Oh,
that we may be more sensibly awakene! to our troe interest, and the
glory of the Red=emer! We have too nwich reasoi to compleiy, in
the language of the poet,

How low our Fovs of jnys abeve,
How few aflections there.

Let us gird on the Gespel armour, be active in the way of cur du-
ty, an! leave the rest with Gol.  Let us be induccsd, by every irav-
enly conrileratisn—hy the shorinees ol onstime--the cvicinr oy va-
sitian to our vrofession and the Hi-h V5w o0 our profiesian, o oo
siger it Lidk tiue to awake out ol sicep, for now is cur saivaica
nearer than when we believed,

We have had a varv harmonions merdiaz, and while the namber of
Messenzers from sister Arsarintions was not as birve as dosicall
yet the coming of a few hictiren, haq been comtoin- an ! 2o

We sincerery solicit a contimnanze of vanr coivespn
subsciioe carseives, your brethren in the howlds of tie {0 wel,

ZULOTUS GRENELL, duvgeralor,

LEDNARD FLETCEERN, Clerk,
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