MINUTES

OF THE

SHIAWASSEE BAPTIST ASSOCIATION.

.

THE Surawassee Baprist AssocratioN met with the Baptist Church in
Vernon, pursuant to adjournment, June 1st, 1864, at 101 o’clock A. M.

[The person appointed to preach the introductory sermon and his alter-
‘nate both being absent, it was resolved that Rev. Geo. M. RevnoLps
perform that service. |

Reading of Scriptures and Prayer by Rev. Geo. M. REYNOLDs.

Sermon by Rev. Geo. M. Rev~oLps, from Neh. 4: 17 and 18.

Collection taken for Domestic Mission, amounting to $11 65.

The Moderator not being present, the Association was called to order
by the Clerk, and organized by appointing Rev. D. A. Davis Moderator
ro tem.

Proceeded to the election of officers for tho ensuing year, with the fol-
lowing result:

Moderator—Rev. J. BooTH.

Clerk—JouN O. PALMER.

Assistant Clerk—Rev. Geo. M. REYNOLDS,

Corresponding Secretary—Rev. GEo. M. REYNOLDS.

Treasurcr—Deacon E. Coox.

A Committee on Religious Services was appointed, consisting of Revs.
0. B. Cart, J. Bootu and P. C. BasserT, who reported in part, that we
have preaching this afteruoon, after the rcading of the letters by Rev.
" J.S. Goopmax.

Report accepted and adopted.
Prayer by Rev. D. A. Davis.

Adjourncd for one hour. SCTTHERN BRPTIST
THEOLOSICAL  SERUMARY  LISRARY
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AFTERNOON SESSION.

Association convened, pursuant to adjournment, and was called to order
by the Moderator.

Prayer by Rev. IL. Stowitrs.

The letters from the Churches were thenread.  (For statistics, sce tuble,)

After the reading of the letters, the following committecs were ap-
pointed :

On Circulur Letter—Revs. P. C. Basserr, ). A, Davis, and Jonx O,
Parner.

On Digest of Letters—Revs. O. B. Cary, A. B. Kixner and W, WHITE,

On Resolutions—TRevs. D. A, Davis, Gro. M. Reyyorrs and J. M’Leon.

On Nominations—Revs. O. B. Carr, E. S. Rosixsox, Joux 0. PALMER,
W. B. WeebEeyN, J. Sowwes, T. W. Merrin, IL B. Frixt, P. C. Basser,
J. Lvoxn, A. S. Rosk, J. Prack, M. Muny and A, B, KinNee.

Delegates from coresponding bodies were then invited to take seats
with us, which invitation was accepted by the following gentlemen :

Wayne Associativi—Revs. R. Warker and H. Stowrrrs.
- Flint River dssociativa—Revs. C. Jonysox, 8. T. Grow and J. S. Goob-

MAN.

A resolution was adopted, to the effect that Rev. E. Braxch, pastor of
the Congregational Church, and Rev. S. Smiry, pastor of the United
Brethren Chureh, be invited to take seats with us, and participate in our
deliberations.

Delegates to corresponding Lodies were appointed, as follows :

Wayne Association—ZRevs. J. Booru and C. A. Lans,

Flint River Association—Rev. 0.'B. CaLL.

Jackson Association—Revs. T'. W. MerrirL and IL Syrri.

Committee to Visit Churches—Furrox—Dea. J. Sowles and Jobn 0. Pal-
mer : LEroy—Rev. A. B. Kinne¢ and Br. Wm. Brown: Scrora axp Wa-
covsta CHurcurs—Rev. O. B. Call, J. M’Leod and Geo. M. Reynolds.

Suspended business for public worship.

Prayer by Rev. J. M’Leon.

Preaching by Rev. J. S. Goobmax, from Is. 23: 17.

Collection taken for Ifome Mission, amounting to $5 &3.

The committee on religious services reported in part that Rev. D. A.
Davis preach this evening.

Report accepted and adopted. ‘

Adjourned to meet to-morrow morning, at 8% o’clock.

Prayer by Rev. R, WaLKkER.

Preaching in the evening by Rev. D, A. Davis,



MORNING SESSION.

Turrsvav, June 2d—8§ A. M.

Association convencd, pursuant to adjournment, and was called to order
by the Moderator.

Prayer by Rev. P. C. Bassrrr.

Minutes read and approved.

Reports of committees were then called for.

The Treasurer reported that he had reccived for different benevolent
()I)jc(':ts during the year, the sum of $36 34. TPaid Rev. O. B. Carr, as
per receipt, $57 17.

Report accepted and adopted.

The committee on Digest reported that they had not made a digest,
and recommended that Rev. D. A. Davis make a digest, with the assist-
ance of the Clerk, and have it published in the minutes.

Report accepted and adopted.

The committee on Circular Letter reported that they recommend the
letter presented to them Le read to the Association.

Report accepted.

"The letter was then read, after which it was ordered printed in the
minutes.

The committee on Nominations reported as follows :

1. That the next Association be held with the Baptist Church in Perry.

2. That Rev. J. Boorit preach the introductory sermon, and that Rev.
D. A. Davrs be his alternate.

3. That Rev. Gro. M. Rev~ownps write the Civcular Letter.

4. That Revs. O. B. Carr, P. C. Basserr, H. B. Frixt and Joux Q. Par.
MER, be our delegates to the next Baptist State Convention.

Report accepted and adopted.

The committee on Resolutions reported the following series, which was
accepted, and, after some discussion, adopted :

Whereas, The increasing developments of Divine Providence in reference to the convorsion
of the world, and the direct agency of the Church in effecting this result is such as to awa-

ken a deeper and still deeper consclousness of responsibility in its individual duty; there-
fore

Resolved, That we recommend to our Churches, wherever practicable, to devote tho first
Lord’s day morning or evening in the month to the cultivation and diffusion of the spirit of
Missions, of Sabbath School institution and Bible distributions; and that we regard it as
the especial duty of the Pastors to familiarize themselves with the subjects so as to render
such meetings as interesting as possible.

Whereas, A Christian spirit is essentially an aggressive spirit, and that the measure of
individual or collective growth in grace is also the measure of their missionary spirit; there-

fore
Resolved, 'That we hearlily commend to the Churches of nur Association the cause of Do-
mestic Missions. especially and generally all the missionary movements of our denomination.
Resolved, That we recommend to the favorable attention of all our Churches the new
Hunday School movement inaugurated in our Association, and earnestly hope that each
will be prompt and efficient in representing themselves in the January Convention.
Whereas, Conformity with the world has been a prevailing sin in the Chureh of Chriat.
as well a4 Anti-Christ, from the primitive age to the present, and its direct influence is to
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paralyzo the spirituality and the aggressivo moral power of the Church upon the world ;
thorefore, in harmony with tho spirit, teaching and life of Jesus,

Resolved, That we recommend to the Churches of this Associatfon to discountenance and
disfellowship (notwithstanding the prospect and proffer of high considerations) all lot-
teries, fairs, oXhibitions and social gatherings, in which Christiaa character and faithfulness
a8 well ag the glory of God, are compromised.

In copying the example and commands of Jesus, who said, “I spake
openly to the world, and in secret have I said nothing,” and “ be not con-

formed to the world,” “abstain from the appearance of evil;” therefore

Resolved, That this Association recommends to the Churches to have no fellowship with
Freemasonry, or any other secret society.

And be it further Resolved, That we earnestly recommend to the Churches of this Assecla-
tion, collectively and individually, to zupply by their pbilanthropy and Christian paternal
love, o want hitherto existing in society, in this direction.

Whereas, Our Government is engaged in a terrible and protracted struggle for the purpose
of maintaining its integrity and the perpetuation of its liberal institutions against the at.
tacks of a powertul rebellion, determined on its overthrow and the establishment of an em-
pire whose corner stone shall be human slavery; therefore

Resoled, That we deeply sympathize with our Government jn its efforts to suppress this
rebellion, and will ever aid her to the best of our ability, with our lives, our property, our
counsels and our prayers.

Resolved, That as human slavery isa sin and an abomination in the sight of God—a terri-
blo misery and disaster to man, and wholly inconsistent with the teaching of the word of
God, and opposed to the genius and spirit of our institutions; therefore we do most ear-
nestly hope and pray that when God, in Iis providence, shall remove the portentious clouds
of war now darkening and desolating our land, no relic, exeept the lifeless and horrid re-
mains of that institution, shall be found on any part of the soil of these United States of
Anmerica.

In view of the desoclation of Zion and of the bloody civil war now rag-
ing in our Jand—a land filled with infidelity, profanity, oppression and kin-
dred vices, as well as mourning and war; and in conformity to prophecy of
our Savior, who said, “then shall they fast in those days;” therefore

Resolved, That we recommend that the last Thursday in this year be observed as a day of
solemn fasting and prayer that God will revive His work, pcur out His spirit copiously upon
this nation, and, in the extinction of slavery and rebellion, give us a righteous, glorious
and enduring poace.

A resolution was adopted, ordering the proceedings of the Sunday
School Convention, held in connection with this Association, printed
in the minutes.

The committee on Religious Services reported that Rev. J. Boorn
preach the sermon this morning, at 104 o’clock.

Report accepted and adopted.

Business suspended for public worship.

Prayer by Rev. A. B. KiNNEE.

Preaching by Rev. J. BootH, from Ps. 90: 17.

A resolution was adopted, tendering the thanks of the Association for
hospitality and kindness shown it by the Church and Society during its
session : also to the choir for its invaluable services—after which the Asso-
ciation adjourned, to meet with the Baptist Church, in Perry, on the first

Wednesday of June, 1865, at 10§ o'clock A. M.



MINUTES

OF TOE

SUNDAY SCHOOL CONVENTION,

IIELD AT VERNON, MAY 31ST, 1864.

The Convention, having met pursuant to a resolution adopted at the
Shiawassee DBaptist Association of 1863, organized by calling Rev. O. B.
Carrn to the Chair, and appointing Rev. G. M. RevyoLps Secretary.

DPrayer by Rev. C. Joitxsox.

Delegates were then called for from the Sabbath Schools, when respon-
scs were received from Maple River, Vernon and Bingham.

Individuals from other Schools in the Association were then invited to
take scats in the Convention.

Revs. J. Boorir, P. C. Bassert and G. M. RevNoLps, were appointed a
committee to dralt resolutions.

After a brief recess, the committee on resolutions reported the follow-
ing, to wit:

1. Lesolved, That each Baptlist Church in this Association be recommended to have its
own Sunday School, and patronize its own denominational literature.

2. Resolved, That every Church should meke its Bunday School its especial care.

3. Resolved, That tho Pastor should be Superintendent, except in cases where the Church
possesses a lny hrother of superior attainment for this particular duty.

4. Iesolved, That a Sunday School Association, composed ot the Baptist Sunday Schools
within the Shiawassee Baptist Asscociation, be now organized: that it hold aunual meet-

ings, conducting its business as the . B, A. do theirs, and making a full annual report of
its proceedings to that body.

After discussion, the first, second and third of the foregoing resolutions
were adopted by the Convention.

The time Laving arrived for adjournment, on motion,

Voted—'T'o adjourn to 8% o'clock to-morrow morning, for the purpose of
resuming discussion on the last of the above resolutions.

MORNING SKESSION.

WepNEsDay, June 1st—84 A. M.

The Convention met, pursuant to adjournment.

Prayer by Rev. P. C. Basserr.

Discussion was resumed on the last resolution; but for want of time
no decision was reached before the Lour of opening the Association.

On motion, the Convention adjourned to mcet with the Maple River
Sunday School, on Wednesday of the second weck in January, 1865, at 104
o'clock A. M., to resume the consideration of the above resolution, and, if
deemed expedient, to perfect such an organization.

The Rev. J. Booru was appointed to preach an introductory sermon, on
a Sunday School topic—Rev. D. A. Davis, alternate.

The Convention adjourned for Association.



DIGEST.

Antrim—Report another Associational year gone, and a desire to be
founqd laboring for Christ; are endeavoring to sustain themselves as a
church, and to discharge their covenant obligations ; at peace among them-
selves ; preaching meetings well attended when the weather is favorable
and sickness does not prevent, with good attention.

Bingham—Have no cheering news to cominunicate ; past year has been
one of barrenness ; have striven to maintain our visibility, and trust that
some are praying for the peace of Jerusalem ; sustain a Sabbath school and
bible class most of the year; have preaching every other Sabbath.

Corunna—Say they are but a little band, yet they rejoice that they
still exist as a branch of Zion. They have been permitted to visit the
hanks of Jordan, and to witness the burial of two lovely youths, in the
likeness of Christ’s death ; are trusting in Israel’s God. .

De Witt—Speak of the many changes around, which tend to weaken
them as a church. Their numbers are bLeing decimated by death and
removal, and being destitute of the preached word, those that remain are
like sheep without a shephard ; vet they believe (od will not forsake his
people; have adopted a plan of systematic beneficence; they sustain a
union Sabbath school and bible class, all but the name—the Methodists
having appropriated the funds of the school for Methodist books and
periodicals.

Sssex—Regret that they have had no better success in advancing the
kingdom of Christ; ask the prayers of God’s people. They have no set-
tled pastor, but have called one of their lay brethren to fill that place in
part; have prayer and Sonference mectings, and support two Sabbath
schools and bible classes in the bounds of the church.

Lansing—Ilave reason to rejoice in God’s mercy.  They have sustained
tev. William Tilley during the year, and received some hopeful converts
Ly baptism, who are walking with them in the ordinances of God’s house.
They have also sustained a Sabbath school and bible class, and a Wednes-
day evening prayer mecting ; are without a pastor now ; desire that God
would send them one, to divide the word and break his bread to them;
feel in unison in regard to the benevolent objects recognized by the Asso-
ciation.

Peirry—Although not enjoying all they desive, would not be discouraged ;
rcalize the presence of God in covenant meetings and on the Lord’s day;
have preaching one-half the time ; mectings generally well attended ; have
communion once in four weeks, and make monthly contributions ; sustain
a Sabbath school at the place of meeting, and help sustain three others
within the bounds of the church; brethren pray for us.

Maple River—Report a considerable degree of spirituality, and a toler-
able measure of good works. Sabbath school has entered its fifth year of
existence without interruption or suspension, except an occasional Sabbath ;
are also sustaining a monthly concert in connection with it. They sustain
a weekly prayer and conference meeting, which is distinguished for two
things, viz: small attendance and great blessing. Thus, Christ verifies
his promise, and they are encouraged. Fecl deeply interested in our na-
tional struggle, and pray that civil and religious liberty may be established
over every acre of our soil. .
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Urid—The past year has heen one of unfruitfulness; have sustained
regular worship, two union Sabbath schools, and a union prayer meeting ;
have contributed for foreign missions, and are at peace among themselves.

Owossu—Regret that they have nothing of special interest; have had
preaching nearly all of the time by Bros. Osborn, Reynolds and Bush.
Bro. J. Booth is their pastor now ; but few changes among them. Bro.
Peck, who was over four score and ten years old, has left them ; Le died in
the triumphs of faith. They have supported an interesting Sabbath
school ; average attendance, seventy-four (74); bave raised in the school,
by weekly contributions, over one hundred and thirty dollars (130,) for
books ; take one hundred copics of the Youny Reapei; feel deeply interested
in the Providences of (od among us as a nation.

8t. Johns—Nothing particularly cheering to communicate ; have changed
pastors and received some accessions ; support a Sabbath school and bible
class; are praying, “ O ! Lord, revive thy work.”

Owosso and Beanington—Do not wish to lose their visibility ; hardly
know what duty is at times, but resolve to go forward; enjoy the labors
of Elder M’Leod one-halt of the time; congregations good and attentive;
covenant meeting once in four weeks; engaged in a union Sabbath school.

Vernon—Welcomes the Association to their house of worship, and to
the hospitality of their homes; their cup has been mingled with joy and
sorrow. This destructive war has not only blasted the'hopes of thousands
around, but it has taken the lives of three of their own brethren.  They also
mourn that so little is being done for the cause of Christ. They have
been permitted to rejoice with the young converts brought out in connec-
tion with a protracted effort made the past year; twenty-three have been
baptised, and five have united by letter; have preaching cevery Sabbath;
meetings well attended, and much interest manifested; have sustained a
Sabbath school that did not winter-kill; are now engaged in building a
house of worship 36 by 60; say they favor those objects of benevolence
patronized by the denomination ; desire the prayers of God's people, that
this year may be distinguished by greater displays of divine grace.

Williamston—~Cannot report any special token of divine favor in the
conversion of sinners; but rejoice that God has kept them steadfast thus
far, and hope to Le more efficient in the future; are greatly afflicted in
view of our national calamity, and pray God that he will speedily remove
this wickzd rebellion, and wipe out the cause forever from our land ; fel-
lowship those benevolent institutions which have for their object man’s
salvation and the glory of God.



CIRCULAR LETTER.

The Delegates of the Shirawassee Association to the Churches which they repiesent :

Drar BrerurEN—DPermit us, at this time, to present a few thoughts
on the Necessity of Dicine Revdlation.  In presenting this subject, we shall
claim that without revelation man’s nature would never have been fully
developed.  Man was created with a definite constitution, and endowed
by his creator with a vatiety of facultics, among which are his moral
powers. Ifad there heen no revelation given, those facultics could not
have been fully developed or direeted to their legitimate objects.

It is true that without revelation man would have possessed benevol-
ence, or the sentiment of kindness, and manifested it to a limited extent;
but he never could have exhibited an enlarged benevolence flowing from,
and founded upon, love to God, as he is now seen to do in his philanthropic
schemes for the benefit of his race.

The cause of right and wrong is also a’ fundamental faculty of the human
mind, and by the aid of reason could determine many of the plainer duties
of life ; but unassisted by revelation, would be liable to constant abuse, as
in almost all heathen nations crimes of the darkest shade have been per-
petrated upon the plea of rigit.

Such a thing as an enlightened idea of justice, a keen perception of
right and wrong together, with a strong feeling of moral obligation in con-
nection with cqual and exact justice, could not have existed. These feel-
ings would have manifested themselves in proportion to their native
strength, but frequently in a perverted direction and upon unworthy
objects.

",J.‘he disposition to worship is also found among the primary powers of
the mind, and this, above all others, requires for its development and
direction the light of divine revelation. Man, wherever found, is a wor-
shipping being ; he is constantly disposcd to venerate some object that
possesses, or to whom he attributes atributes and powers of which he him-
self is destitute. And notwithstanding the works of creation prove the
existenco of a Supreme Maker and ruler of the world, yet but a very small
proportion of the human family have manifested any disposition to wor-
ship that one living and true God; but have constantly ‘been paying their
devotions to the most unworthy, not to say disgusting, objects. In the
God of the Bible we have a being worthy of our most profound adoration
and regard—one upon whom we can exercise this holy principle of our
nature.

The requirements of revelation are, in their character, adapted to man’s
moral nature. As for K. G., he is required to do justly, love merey, and
walk humbly with his God. Now, the requirements to “do justly,” ap-
peals to his conscience, or sense of right ; ¢ love mercy,” to Lis benevolence
or kindness, and ¢ walk humbly with God,” is adapted to his disposition
to worship ; and the scripturcs abundantly teach that true happiness con-
sists in obedience to thosc requircments, or in other words, that the great-
est good results from the cultivation of moral faculties.

Again: Revelation promotes scicnce and literature.  Without revelation
the mass of mankind would scttle down in the deepest ignorance ; but
when they become acquainted with the great principles that it unfolds,



Y

they are stimulated to scientific investigation, and rendered capable of
grasping other truths connected with the natural world. Then, science
and philosophy are not confined to the few, but yield their benefits to the
many. ‘

WS; claim, also, that revelation is useful in restraining the passions and
appetites of men. The passions, unless kept under the control of reason
and the moral faculties, constantly crave inordinate indulgence ; and in all
parts of the earth, where the light of divine revelition las never shown,
the great mass of the inhabitants are under the control of the animal
passions. 'Take for example the American Indian, and probablv no class
of men, without revelation, ever found a more dcfinite idea of the true
God than we find in what they call the Great Spirit; yet most of their
devotion consists in foolish vagaries and sacrifices, which are the offspring
of the worst of passions. The different tribes are almost constantly wag-
ing exterminating wars upon cach other, which they pursuc with an
energy peculiar to their savage nature, while they practice upon their fel-
low foe thé most barbarous cruelties, without the least mixture of mercy;
and what is true of them can besaid of other heathen nations, with prob-
ably the modifying influence of circumstances, long-contiaued habit, and
some variation in mental constitution.

Wherever Revelation has been published, it has had a powerful influ-
-ence in restraining the appetites and passions of those within its reach.
For evidence of this we have only to look at the effect upon the Leathen
world, of missionary operations, for the last quarter of a century. It is
net claimed that even in this enlightened country, Revelation has made
en as good as they should be ; but we do claim that it has made them
almost infinitely better than they otherwise would have been, had its gen-
ial influence been withdrawn. 1f they are bad with it, what would have
been the result without it ?

Again: Revelation teaches that God notices all the actions of men,
and will hold them accountable for what they do; which information rea-
son alone does not furnish; and probably no idea is more powerful in
restraining the passions and unholy feelings, cven of bad men, than the
«cousciousness of being constantly under the inspection of a holy and just
God. And, now, were mankind as happy as they are capable of becom-
ing—were unassisted reason sufficient to grasp hold of those objects that
wvould fully call forth and develop the highest faculties of man—or Rev-
elation of such a character as to be unadapted to the wants of his moral
nature—were its leading doctrines beyond the reach of his faculties, or so
obscure that he could not comprehend their teaching—then we would wil-
lingly admit that it is a thing unnecessavy and uscless. But as far as our
information extends, we are fully satisfied that happiness would be incom-
plete without it—that the choicest affections of the human heart are called
forth and admitted by its teachings—that some of the powers of the mind
would rather remain unexercised, or take a wrong direction, were its in-
fluence withheld. We thereforc conclude that it is indispensible,

MONEY REPORTED IN LETTERS.
De Witt—Dom. Missions, $1 65 ; Home Missions, $1 50; Foreign Mis-
sions, 50 cents. Lansing—Foreign Missions, $10; Bible Union, $30.
Ovid—Dom. Missions, $1; Foreign Missions, $8 85. Owosso—Dom. Mis-
sions, $5 ; Foreign Missions, $3. Owosso and Bennington—Dom. Missions,
$209. Perry—Home Missions, $14 ; Bible Union, §5. St, Johns—Dom.
Missions, $2 35. Vernon—Dom. Miss;ons, $10 15. Williamston—Dom.
Missions, §8. . ‘

.
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