
MINUTES 

oP rUE 

SRIA W ASSEE BAPTIST ASSOCIATION. 

THE SHlAW.lSSEE BAPTIST ASSOCIATION met with the Baptist Church in 

Vernon, pursua.nt to adjournment, June 1st, 1864, at 10k o'clock A. M. 
[The person appointed to preach the introductory sermon and his alter­

. nate both bcing absent, it wa.~ resolved that Rev. GEO. M. REYNOLDS 
perform that service.j 

Reading of Scriptures and Prayer by Rev. GEO. M. REYNOLDS. 

Sermon by Rev. GEO. M. REYNOLDS, from Neh. 4: 17 and 18. 
Collection taken for Domestic Mission, amounting to $11 65. 
The Moderator not being present, the Association was called to order 

by the Clerk, and organized' by appointing Rev. D. A. DAVIS Moderator 

pro tem. 

Proceeded to the election of officers for tho ensuing year, with the fol-

lowing result: 
1I1odemtui'-Rev. J. BOOTH. 
Clerk-JOHN O. PALMER . 

.Assistant Clerk-Rev. GEO. M. REYNOLDS. 
Corre.,ponding &cretary-Rev. GEO. M. REYliOLDS. 

Treasurer-Deacon E. COOK. 
A Committee on Religious Services was appointed, consisting of Revs. 

O. B. CALL, J. BOOTH and P. C. BASSETT, who reported in part, that wu 

have preaching this afterlloon, after the reading of the letters by Rev. 

J. S. GOODMAN. 

Report accepted and adopted. 
Prayer by Rev. D. A. DAVIS. 

A!!journcd for one hour. ImJTHIRN BAPTIST 
THEOLOGICAL Sm:NMY UnRARY 
21125 LEXINGtoN RGAil LCUISVILLf. n. KY. 



Association cOllYcned, pur;;uant to adj'l1ll"llnwnt. and wa~ callea to oJ'ller 

by the Moderator. 
Prayer by Hev. II. STO\\·I1'T~. 

'fhe letters from the Churches were then read. (Fur xlatislic8, 81"1' tublt,.) 
.After the reading of the letters, the following committees were ap-

pointed: 
011 Cii'culul' L(·ttci-Revs. p, C. HAss,,:T'l', n .. A. IhYIs, and JOHS U. 

PAI.lIER. 

On Diqtxt of Leiters-Revs. O. II. ('.II.L, "\. H. Krs!o:~: and W. WIIITt:. 
On Resulutiu'lls-Reys. D. A. IhYl8, Gm. ~I. H.~:YSOLrS ami J. M'Ll:tlll. 
O/~ NO'In·inaliolls-Hevs. O. n. C,II.I., E. IS. HOIll~SOS, .JOHN O. PAI.lU:II, 

W. B. WEI.:DF.~, J. So\\,u:s, '1'. 'V. ~h:llI{JJ.I., II.B. }'I.IST, P. C. BASS~:T1', 
J. LYON, A. S. ROSf:, J. PLAn:, ~I. Mn;s and A. B. KISNEf:. 

Delegates from corcsponding bodies were then invited to take seats 
with us, which invitation was accepted by the following gentlemen: 

Wa!l,~e AssuciatiuiI-Heys. R 'V.HIO:1l and H. SnHnrrs. 
Flint Ricei' ASHocintiuil-Revs. C. JOH!>SON, So T. GIIOW and J. S. Goou­

llANo 

A resolution \Vas adopted, to the effect that Hev. E. BIlA~CH, pastor of 
the lJongregational Church, and Rev. ~. SmTl{, pastor of the Uuited 
Bretaren Church, be invited to take seats with us, and participate in ollr 
deliberatioDs. 

Delegates to corrcsponding bodies we.e appoiDted, as follows: 
WaYlle Associrttio1!-Hevs. J. HOOTH and C. A. L,UIB. 
Flint R'ivu Associatiun-Rev. o.'n. C,II.L. 
Jackson Associatiull-Hevs. 1'. 'V . .l\:1EIlRn.L and II. SmTI/. 
CO'Imn-ittee tu Vioit Cltul'c!tes-FuI.Tox-Dea. J. Sowles and John O. Pal­

mer: LEROy-Hev. A. B. Kinnee and HI'. WIll. Brown: SCIOTA AXD WA­
COt'STA CHURCIU:~-Uev. O. B. Call, J. ~l'Leod and Geo. M. Reynolds. 

Suspended business for public worship. 
Prayer by Hev. J. WLF.oJ). 
Preaching by Hev. J. S. GOOJ))IAN, from Is. 23: Ii. 
Collection taken for Home }lission, amountiDg to $5 1:'3. 

'fhe committee on religiolls services reported in part that Re,·. I), A. 
DAVIS preach this eveDing. 

Report accepted and adopted. 

Adjourned to meet to-morrow morning, at Il! o'clock. 
Prayer by Rev. It. W,II.h:ER. 

Preaching in the evening hy Hcv. D. A. DAVIS. 

• 



TIIl·RS]).\\", JUlie ~d-H~ .\. 1II. 
Association convened, pur~uant to adjoul'lllllcnt, and was called to order 

by the Moderator. 
Prayer hy Rev. P. U. RASSI'TT. 

lIlinlltes relic! and approved. 
R(lport~ of committees were then called lUI'. 

The Treasurer reported that he had received fot' dill"erent henevolent 
obje~ts during the year, the ~lIm of S3G 34. Paid Hev. O. B. U.\I.I_, as 
pel· :'t'ceipt, ~37 17. 

Hepart accepted and adopted. 
l'he committee on Digest reported that they had not made a digest, 

and I·eco\lllllended that Rev. D. A. ]hns mnke a digest, with the assist­
ance of t.he Clerk, and have it puulisued in the minutes. 

Report accepted and :tdupted. 
The committee on Circular Letter reported that they recommend the 

letter presentell to them ue read to the Association. 
Report accepted. 
The letter was then read, after which it was ordered printed ill thll 

minutes. 
l'he committee on Nominations reported as follows: 
1. That the next AssoehLtion be held with the Bapti:;t Church in Perry. 
2. That Re\,. J. HOOTII preach t.he introductory serDlon, and that Rev. 

D. A. ]hn~ be his alternate. 
3. That Hev. Gm. 1If. RF.YXOI.IlS write tho Cil'cutar Letter. 
4. That Revs. O. B. U.u.J., P. C. HAbSKrT, II. H. FI_U'iT and JOII:; {I. PH­

)U;R, be our delegates to the next Baptist State Convention. 
ReIKJl·t accepted and adopted. 
The committee on Re&olutions repoded the following series, which was 

aceepted, and, after some discllssion, adopt.ed: 
WIU!rra~! Tht1 in(,fEIIHJOing dCl'elnpmpnh of Divine l'rovidp.nc'8 in rcfcrem'.o t,o tho ('orn'ol"!liion 

of the wodd. and the direct a~ellt~,Y of the Cburch in ..,ffer·Unl! thi!; reRuIt ttll Rurh aN to aWH,4 
ken II. deei'8f and Atilt deeper l~oft!!ldousnE's~ of responsibility in its individual duty; there­
fore 

R~MlI"d. That We teC'"ommend to our Churchf'ls, "'}wrevflr pr:u·tkable, to devote thn fir~t 
I",rd'. dKy morning or evening in the month tn tk. rultivatlon and diffusion of the spirit or 
~ttssionB, of S"bhnth Scbool in~tltntiolJ a.nd Bibltt db:tributiom;: and that wo reJtartl it ftfi 
Ih ••• ""clal duly of the 1'8.lors tn familiarize thoms.lves with tb. iubjec\& 60 as to reDder 
surh mf'letinA'!'O 8$ interefltinA: as pOFiKihle. 

Wh,r'-'l$, .A ChriRtin.n flpirit is eFi.-;pnti:tlly an aggres"h'f~ "pirit, 80(1 that t.he measnre of 
inc1h'idnal or collective growt.h in gral'6 is also the (llNI:;ure of tht"ir missiona.ry spirit; thN e­
fore 

Rf'.tol1·ed, 'fbat, we hp:lrtily t'ommpnd to the Churrlit"!o' of our AfIi!ootot"iKtion the fause of Do· 
mefitle lIi",;ion!'O. e~pef'iZllly and ~enf'l"ally all the 8lisKionul"Y mnvpmp.nt~ of nm' denomina.tion. 

R,-~nltl,.d, Thnt we ref'ommend t.o t.he fl\vorabl(~ attention of all our Chur(,hes the now 
Hnndn.v HcbMI movP'!1t'ni inllll~urClt.pd. ill Our .\!Osodll.tion, and Plftrne~tly hope that each 
,viII be prompt and effil'ient in rapl"f'sp.ntin~ thpnlsell"€'s in the ,Ja.nuary Convention. 

Tr""(""n~, Conformity with the world hali het'lln f\ prf'vHiling sin in thH Churf'b of Chri.'\f. 
J;i 1\'~lJ ali Anti·ChJ'i~IJ frnm the prinliti\"tt R(;C tu tho pl't'~eut, and it.:i dil'ed influence i1-l til 
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paraly1.o the ~plrttUllllI.\" I\1Hl Ow a~grc"8Ivo moral llowp.r of tbe Church ullm\ the "'011..1 i 
thorefore, in harmony with tho ~ph·it, teH.cbin~ I\nrllifl~ of .Tesufol, 

Resnl1'rd, 'fhnt we TC(~OlUml'1Hl to the Churche~ of thiA As~och,tfon to dt!olconntf!l1aDf'C ftnd 
tllsfello\Y~hip (nntwi~h!o:hndin~ the Jlr<>fl:pect and proffpT of hi~h con~ider:Ltinll~) 1\11 lot4 
terfel'l, fairs, eXhibitions and social ~~:ltluH'in~~, In which ChrisUan character and filithfulnes~ 
218 well as th" glory of Clod, are COll1]lroDlis~d. 

In copying the example and commands of Jesus, who said, "I spake 
openly to the world, and in secret have I said not,bing," and "be not con­
formed to tho world," "abstain from the appearance of evil;" therefore 

Resolveel, That this Association recommends to the Churches to have no fellowship with 
Fret-masonry, or any other fl:c('l'et fliodetl'. 

And b. itlllrl"er ll,dt'eel, That we earnestly recommend to the Church~. of this A •• oclll­
tion, collectively and individually, to ',upply by f.he;' philanthropy Rnd Chri8Uan paternal 
love, a want hitherto existing in society, in tbl~ dh'ection. 

lYhrJ'eas. Our Government i~ engl1~e'" in a terrible and protrft('ted J<ltruA'gle for the purJ'IOl'Io 
of ma.lntainin~ its int.e~rity aud the pl'rpetuation or it!ol liberal tnlltltution~ "gsinRt, the at.­
tacks ora powerful rebellion, determined on its overt,brow and tbe ostablishment of an em­
pire whof'e Oorner stone shall be human slavery; therefore 

Rr.solvl:d, That we deeply sympathize with our OOVllrnment in Its etTortR to RUppre~1t this 
rebellion, and will ever aid her to the best of our abllity, with onr liTes, our property, our 
caunsals :md our prayers. 

llesol~eel, That as human .la .... ry is a .in and au ahominatinn In the .Ight of God-a terri· 
blo misery and disaster to man, and wholly inconsistent with the t""chlng of the worJ. of 
Gad, and opposed to the genius nnd f;pirit of our insUtutionH i therefore we do mo,;t ea.r­
nestly hope and pr:t.y t.hat when Gnd, ill Jli~ provide net>, shall remove the portentiouA ("Ioudlt 
of W:\1' DOW' dArkening and desol8,tinK our land, no reUc, exeept tlte lifeless and horrid 1"'8-
DIIlins of that institution, shan be found on an1 p,ut of the soil of the.e United S'·ates of 
America. 

In view of the desolation of Zion and of the bloody civil war now rag­
ing in our land-a land filled with infidelity, profanity, oppression and kin­
dred vices, as well as mourning and war; and in conformity to prophecy ot' 
our Savior, who said, "then shall they fast in those days;" therefore 

Resol'Ol!ll, That we recommend that the last Thur.day in thl. year he observed as a dRY of 
solemn fasting and pl'ayer th"t God wlll revive Ills work, peur out Hi. spirit P.opiou8ly upon 
this nation, and, In tho extinction of slavery and rebelUon, give us a righteous, glorious 
and enduring pOllce_ 

A resolution was adopted, ordering the proceedings of the Sunday 
School Convention, held in connection with this Association, printed 
in the minutes. 

The committee on Religious Services reported that Rev. J. Roon! 
preach the sermon this morning, at lOt o'clock. 

Report accepted and adopted. 
Business suspended for public worship. 
Prayer by Re,\". A. B. KINNEll:. 

Preaching by Rev, J. BOOTH, from Pa. 90: 17. 
A resolntion was adopted, ten~ering the thanks of the Association for 

hospitality and kindness shown it by the Church and Society during its 
session: also to the choir for its invaluable services-after which the Asso­
ciation adjourned, to meet with the Baptist Church, in Peny, on the first 
Wednesday of June, 1865, at lOt o'clock A. M. 



l\tlINUTES 

OF TUE 

SUNDAY SCHOOL CONVENTION, 
HELD AT YlmXOX, MAY 31ST, 186'-

The Oonvention, having met pursuant to a resolution adopted at tho 
Shillwllssee .Bapt.ist Association of 180a, organized Ly calling Rev. O. ll. 
(J .. \l.J .. to the Chair, Ilnd appoint.ing Hev. G. 111. REYNOJ..DS Secretary. 

Prayer by Rev. 0. J·OJ[N~ON. 
Delegates were then called for from the Sabbath Schools, when respon­

ses were reeeiyed 1'1'0111 Mapllol HiveI', Vernon and Bingham. 
Individuals from other Schools in the Association were then invited to 

take scats in the Convention. 
Revs. J. nOOTH, P. C. nASSl!:TT and G. !\I. REYNOI.ns, were appointed a 

committee to draft resolutions. 
After a brief recess, the Clllllmi ttee on resolut!ons reported t.he follow­

iug, to wit: 
1. Rf::wh'('J./, That each D'lptist Chun'h in this A~5<loci:\Uon be rccommcn4olod to have lh;· 

own HUllday 8('hool, and patronize it~ own (h·nomlnatiolla.J litl'l":,ture. 
2. R('r:.,lvf'fl, 'J~hllt avery Church shaulll mnlHI its Sunday S(:hnol Its mf}H.'.c/al (I:Lre. 
3. Rest/lt·/·", Tlmt tho Pastor Rholl1ll he ~u)l·Jrintf.llHlent, (~Xrt>I·;t in cases where th~ Church 

pO~Sl~S!'ll~~ II lily lll'othpr of snperiol' :ltt~linmt'lIt tor thi~ p:tdieul:tr duty. 
4. RfSf,[t"I'd, 'l'hllt it. Sund:ty ~ch()ol A~~ocintion, ('OIupI)AI~(l ot the Jlapth::t Sunday Srhooh; 

withiu the t:3hiaw3AfoIee napt.h;t Asfotociati{lll, he now ul"A'allj~cd: :.hat it hold aunual moot­
In~H, conductin~ ibi hu~lf.wSS alB the ~. n. A. do tht!il"f;, and w:I,king: a full annu",l report of 
itK proceeding!oi to that body. 

After discussion, the first, Rccond and third of the f<>regoillg resolutions 
were adopted by the Convention. 

'1'he time Laving arrived fOl' adjournment, on motion, 
Vofe(l--'l'o adjourn to 8} o'clock to-morrow morning, for the purpose of 

resuming discussion on the last of t he above resolutions. 

MORNING SESSION. 

WEDNESDAY, June 1st-8j A. M. 
The (Jonventioll met, pursuant to adjoul"11ment. 
Prayer by Hev. P. C. BA~SETT. 
Discussion was resumed on the last resolution.; but for want of timo 

no decision was reached before the l:our of opening the Association. 
Un motion, the Convention adjourned to meet with the .l\1aple River 

Sumlay School, on Wedncsday of the second week in January, 1865, Ilt lUi 
o'clock A. M., to resume the consideration of the above resolution, alld, if 
deemed expedient, to perfect sllch an organization. 

The Hev. J. BOOTH was appointed to preach an introductory SC1'lllOn, on 
a Sunday School topic-l{ev. D. A. DAVI", alternate. 

Tho (Jonvclltillll adjoUl'lled for Association. 



DIGEST, 

A"/i'im-Heport anothl'l' .;\s~ociatiollal year ~Olle, and a desire to ue 
fClUlul lahoring fol' CIIl'i~t.; are endeaYol'ing to sustain themselves as a 
elll.rch, and to disehal'gc thl'ir covenant obligation~ ; at peace among them­
seh'es; pl'caching meetings well attend('d whell the weather is fuvorable 
amI I<ickness does not pl'l'vent, with good attention, . 

Billghrr.lIt-lIavc no che(,l'ing new~ to communicate; past year has heen 
one of bal'l'cnness; have striven tl) nHlintaiJ\ our visiiJility, and trust that 
some am praying for the peace of Jel'usulem; sustain a Sabbath school and 
bible class IIIOSt of the year; have preaching evel)' other Sabbath. 

Cl)l'ul/1w-Say they are hut a little banu, yet they rejoice that they 
still exist as a branch of Zion. They have heen permitted to visit the 
l,anks of Jordan. and to witness the hurial of two lovely youths, in the 
likeness of Christ's death; arc tl'llsting in Jsrael'~ tiod. : 

J),' Witt-Speak of the many changes IU'llUnd, which tenu to weaken 
them a.~ a church. Theil' numbers are heing decimated by death anll 
remoml, allll being ue~titute of the preached wOI'd, tho~e that remain arc 
like sheep without a shephard; yet theyhelieve Hod will not forsake his 
)leople ; have adopted I' plan of systematic beneficence; they sustain a 
union Sahbath school and hible class, all hut the namc-the ~Iethodists 
ha\'ingo appropriated the fund~ of the school tUI' Methodist book:o; and 
pel·i(Jdical~. 

R,.,·x-Hegret that they have had no hutter succcss in advancing the 
Idngdolll of Christ; a/;k the prayers of Gou's people. They hM'e no set­
tled pa~t()l', but have called one of tlll'il' la~' IJrcthl'en to IiII that plaee in 
part; have 11I'ayel' and ~onference meetings, and support two l:ialtbllth 
~eho(jls and bible class('~ in the bounlls of the chul'ch. 

Lrtl/,<i"!l-llave reason to rl~oice in God's mercy. They have sustained 
He\'. William Tilley during the year, arid reeeh'ed some hopeful converts 
11)' haptism, who arc walking with th.~m in the ordinanees of God'R house. 
They have also sustaine,l a Sabbath school and bible class, and a \Vednes­
duy e\'ening pl'ayer meeting; al'e without a pastor now; desire that God 
would scnd them one, to divide the word and break his bl'ead to them; 
feel in unison in regard to the benevolent objects recognized by the As:;o­
ciation. 

l'f'l'I'!/-Although not enjoying all they desire, would not he discouraged; 
lealizc the pre~ence of Goel in covenant meetings and on the Lor(l's day; 
have preaching one-half the time; meetings genemlly well attendNl ; have 
commllnion once in 1i)llr weeks, and make monthly contributions; sustain 
a Sabbath school at the place of meeting, and help sustain three others 
within the bounuti of the church; brethren pmy for us, 

l11aple Ritcl'-Uepol't II considerable degree 'Jf spirituality, and a toler­
able measure of good works. l:iabbath school has entered its fifth ycar of 
existence without interruption o!'snspension, except an occasional Sabbath; 
are al~o sUlltaining a mnnthly ('oncert in conuf!ction with it. TheY';llst.ain 
a ~\'cekly, pray!!!' and conference meeting, which i~ distingnished lor t.wo 
tl.lIngti, v~z: small attendance :md gl'cat hlessing. ThIlS, Christ verifies 
h!s prOllllse, and they aUl encouraged. Feel deeply interested in our na­
tHmal strugglc, aud prlly that civil and rclHou;, lihertv may be establitiltecl 
ovcr every acre of our boil. c. 
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U/'irl-'fhe past year has heen one of unfruitfulness; hal'l! sustain!!l! 
regular wOP"lhip, two IIniun Sabbath school~, IIUO :l lIuion prayer meeting; 
have contrihute.1 liJl' fin'eign mission!!, amI al'e lit peace 1I11101l" thel1lsel\'e~, 

()/Co".u-Rel-\"ret that they have uothillg of speeial intere;t; have ha.l 
pl'Caehilll!; neady 1111 of the time by BI'OS, OSUUI'll, Heynuld>! am! Bush, 
Bro, J, Buoth is theil' pa;;tol' now; but few changes alllong them. Bru, 
Peck, who w~ over fOllr score alll.l ten years old, has left t.hem ; he diet! in 
the triumphs of faith, They have supported an interesting Sabbatb 
school ; avera~" attendance, seventy-four (74); have mised ill the sc\wol, 
by weekly contributions, ovel' one hundred and thirty dollars (.130,) fOl' 
books; take one hnndred ropies of the YOlllI!l Rf(/jJti j feel deeply intel'l~!ltetl 
in the P",videllces of God :ulIoug \IS as a nation, 

Sf, ]o/III.,-Nuthiug partieulad,l' cheering to communicate; have changetl 
pastors and received some acce~si"ns; support a Sablmth schoul and bible 
class; are prayin:;:, "0 ! Lorcl, ~evi\'e thy work." 

Owosso and nfn'll-iliglo/l-I)o not wish to lose their visihilit,y; hardly 
know what duty is at time~, hut resolve to go forward; enjoy the lab()r~ 
of Elder M'I.eod one-hll.lf of the time; congl·t!jrations j!:olJd and attentive; 
covenant meeting once in four wCl,l,s; enga~ed i,l :I union Sahhath school. 

Ve/llO/l- W elcollle~ the AS8ocmti.1Il to their house of Worship, antI tu 
the h(l&pitality of theil' homcs; their cup has oeen mingled with joy and 
'1orrow. 'l'hi~ dcstructive WIll' has not only blasted thc'hopcs of thousands 
around, but it has taken the lives of three of tlll'ir own hrethren. They also 
mourn that. so little is being done Ii;\, the C:luse (If Christ. 'fhey IHlvtJ 
been permitted to rt:ioice w:th the young COTl\'el'ts brought out in connec­
tion with a protracted eftill t made the pn~t year; twenty-three have been 
Ilapt.i~ed, amI five have united hy letter; have preaching every Sabhath; 
meetin~ well attendetl, and much interest mllnilcsted; lune sustaiued n 
Sahbat.h ~chool that llid not wintel'-kill; are now engaged in building a 
house of worship 36 by roo; say they favOl' those ol~iects of benevolence 
patronized by the denomination; desire the praycrs of God'S people, that, 
this year may be distinguished by greater displays of divine grace. 

Willj(~m8tu'lt-Vannot report any ~pecial token of divine f."lvor in the 
conversion of sinnel'll; but I'!:ioice that God has kept them steallfast thus 
far, and hope to I.e more efficient. in the fut.ure; are greatly atHir:t.cd ill 
view of our national calamity, and pray God that he will ~peedily remove 
this wick~d rehellion. and wipe Ollt the cause lorever from our land; lel­
I,owship thoso benevolent institllti()l1~ which have fi)r their ohjt>ct m:lll';; 
salvation amI the glory o\' Got!. 



C I II C IT L ~\ It LET T E It , 

'Di(; Delegrr,tes '!f' lite Shif/,1crr,88,~e AS80ciaUult to tlu; CI/.ltl'd/{'81~" ic1t tlteg1'epi'c81;ul : 
DEAR BRETHREx-l'ermit UR, at this time, to present a few tholJj!htll 

on the Neces8it// 11' J)icine Rfulatioll. ] n prl'~enting this suhject, we shall 
claim that without revelation man's nat.l1l'e would never have been fully 
developed. Man was created with 1\ dclinite con.~titution, and cnllowed 
by his creato[' with a valicty of facnlties, amollp which are hi~ mornl 
powers. lIad thcre heen no revelation givCll, those faculties could not 
have been fully developed or directed to their legitimate objects. 

it is true that without revelation \lIan would have possessed benevol­
ence, or the sentiment of kindness, and manifested it to a limited extent; 
but he never could have exhibited an enlarged benevolence flowing from, 
and founded upon, lovc to God, as he is now seen to do in his philanthropic 
ichemes for the benelit of his race. 

The cause of right amI wrong is also a· fuudamental faculty of the human 
mind, and by the aid of reason could dctermine inany of the plainer duties 
of life; but unassisted by revelation, would be liable to constant abuse, as 
in almost all heathen nations crimes of the darkest shade have been per­
petrated upon the plea of right. 

Such 1.1. thing as an enlightened idea of justice, a keen perception of 
right and wrong together, with a strong feeling of llIornl obligation in con­
nection with equal and exact justice, could not Ila\"e existed. These feel­
ings would have manifested themselves in proportion to their native 
strength, but frequently in a perverted direction and upon unworthy 
objects. 

'rhe dispOllition to worship is also found among the primary powers of 
the mind, and this, above all others, requires for its development and 
direction the light of divine revelation. l\lan, wherever found, is a wor­
shipping being; he is constantly disposed to venerate some object that 
possesses, or to whom he attribulies atributes and powers of which he him­
self is destitute. And notwithstanding the works of creation prove the 
existence of a Supreme Maker and ruler of the world, yet but a very small 
proportion of the human family havo manifested any disposition to wor­
ship that ono living and true God; but have constantly'been paying their 
devotions to the most unworthy, not to say disgusting, objects. In tho 
God of the Bible we have a being worthy of our Uiost profound adoration 
and regard-one upon whom we can exercise this holy principle of our 
nature. 

The requirements of revelation are, in their charncter, adapted to man's 
moral nature. As for Fj. G., he is required to do justly, love mercy, and 
walk humbly with his God. Now, the requirements to "do justly," a!;. 
peals to his conscience, or sense of right; " love mercy," to his benevolence 
or kindness, and" walk humbly with God," is adapted to his dispositioll 
to worship; and the scriptures abun'tl:mtly teach that true happincss con­
sists in obedience to th05e requirements, or in other words, that t!l.e great­
est good results from the cultivation of moral faculties. 

Again: Revelation promotes science and literature. Without revclation 
the mass of mankind would settle down in the deepest ignol'ance; but. 
whon they Lecome aCljllaintcd with thc ~rcat prillciples that it ullfuhl~, 



they are atimu\a.ted to scientific investigation, and rendered capable of 
grasping otber trutbs connected with the natural world. Then, science 
and philosophy are not confined to the few, but yield tbeir benefits to the 
many. 

We claim, also, tbat revelation is useful in restraining the pas~ioD!; and 
appetites of men. 'rhe passions, unless kept under the control of reason 
and tbe moral faculties, constantly crave inordinate indulgence; and in all 
parts of the earth, where the liglit of divine reve\ltion !Jas never shown, 
the great mass of the inhabitants are under the control of the animal 
passions. Take for example the American Indian, and !lI'o!l·\h l \. 1~0 class 
of men, without revelation, eyer found a moro (kfinite idea of the true 
God than we find in what they call the Great Spirit; yet most of their 
devotion consists in foolish vagaries and sacrifices, which are the offspring 
oftbe worst of passions. The di!l'erent tribes are almost constantly wag­
ing exterminating wars upon each other, wbich they pursull with an 
energy peculiar to their savage nature, 'Whire they practice upon their fel­
low foe the most barbarous cruelties, witbout the least mixture of mercy; 
and what is truo of them can be said of other heathen nalions, with prob­
.ably the modifying infiuence of circumstances, long-continued habit, and 
.Iome variation in mental constitution .. 

Wherever Revelation has been .publislJed, it has had a powerful influ­
·ence in restraining the appetites and . passions of those within it~ reach. 
For evidence of this we have only :to look at the effect upon the heathen 
world, of missionary operations, for the last quarter of a century. It is 
not claimed that even in this enlightened country, Ren,lation has made 
J,Den as good as they should bo; Lut we do claim that it has made them 
.almost infinitely better than they othenvise would have Leen, had its gen­
ial influence been withdrawn. If they are bad with it, what would bave 
been the resul t without it 1 

Again: Revelation teaches that God notices all tbe actions of men, 
and will hold them accountable for what they do; which information rea­
son alone does not furnish; and probably no idea is more powerful in 
restraining tbe passions and unholy feelings, even. of bad men, than the 
.consciousness of being constantly under thR inspection of a holy and just 
God. And, now, were mankind as happy as they are capable of becom­
.lng-were unassisted reason sufficient to. grasp hold of those objects that 
would fully call forth and develop tqe bighest facilIties of man-or Rev­
elation of such a character as to bcunaclapted to the wants of his moral 
nature-were its l'l.ading doctrines beyond the rench of his faculties, or so 
obscure that he could not comprellOnd their teach,il1~-'thell we would wil­
lingly admit that it is a thing unnecessat'y and useless. But as far as our 
information extends, we are fully satisfied that happiness would be incom­
plete without it-that the choicest aflcctions of the human henrt are called 
forth and admitted by its teachings-that sOllie of the powers of the. mind 
would ratber remain unexercised, or take a wrong direction, were its in­
lluence withheld. We therefore conclude that it is imlispensible. 

MONEY REPORTED IN LETTERS. 

De Witt-Dom. Missions, Sil G5; Home Missions, $1 110; Foreign Mi&­
lions, 50 cents. Lan&ing-Foreign Missions, $10; Bible Union, $30. 
Ovid-Dom, Missions, $1 ; Foreign liissions, $8 85. Owosso-Dom. Mis­
sions, $5 ; Foreign Missions, $3. Owosso lind Bennington-Dom. Missions, 
62 09. Perry-Home Missions, $14; Bible Union, $5. St. J ohns-Dom. 
Minions, $2 35. Vernon-Dom. Missions, $lO 15. Willialll!lton--Jloll!. 
MiBsiuns, $8. . 
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