
:al.l:XNUTEB 
OF THE 

T'W"ENTY-FOURTH ANNI:VERSARY •• 

SHIAWASSEE BAPTIST ASSOCIATION. 
-.-.-

THE SHlAWASSEE BAPTIST ASSOCIATION met with the Baptist Church, 
at Maple River, pursuant to adjournment, June 3rd, 1863, at lot o'clock, 
A.M. 

Reading of Scriptures, and Prayer by Rev. W. White. 
Introductory iermon by Rev. W. White, from Acts, 13th chap. 39tb 

verse-Subject, "J ustification by faith." 
After sermon, the Association was called to order by Rev. O. B. Call, 

Moderator of la.~t year, and proceeded to the election of officers for the en­
suing year, with the following result: 

Moderator-Rev. C. A. Lamb. 
Clerk-John O. Palmer. 
Assistant Clerk-Rev. P. C. Bassett. 
Con'esp01ldinq Secretary-Geo. M. Reyuolds. 
Treasurel'-Dea. E. Oook. 
Rev. O. B. Call, Dea. E. Cook and Bro. J. Sowles were appointed a 

Committee on Religious Service, who reported: 1st, that Rev. E. Weaver 
preach this afternoon, after the reading of the letters; 2nd, that Rev. W. 
Tilley preach this evening; 3d, that Rev. S. Barnes preach to-morrow at lOt 
o'clock. Report accepted and adopted. 

Prayer by Rev. W. G. Smith. 
Adjourned for one hour. 

AFTERNOON SESSION. 
Association called to order by the Moderator, pursuant to adjournment. 
Prayer by Rev. J. Booth. 
The -letters from the churches were then read. (For stati.~tic8 see tohle.) 
'l'he church at Pine River made application to be received as a member 

of the Association. 
Upon motion, it was resolved that said application be referred to a com-

mittee, consisting of Rev. O. B. Call, Deas. E. Oook and E. Comstock. 
R.,o/1led, That visiting brethr6n he Invited to B Beat with u •• 

Invitation accepted by the following brethren: . 
Rev. O. Ciuts from Gr:md River Association . 

.. A mistake of one yeRr has been made in previous repon •. 



" E. Weaver 'I 

" J. Booth, " 
" R. Walker, " 
" S. T. Grow, " 
" S. BarneR, " 

Bro. John H. O'sborn, 

Wayne 

" 
" 

" 
I' 

" 
Flint river, and delegate 

gational Association. 
Ohio. 
Lenawee. 

from Genesee Congre-

Resolved. rhat Rev. W. G. Smith. of the 0!rl ~cho()1. Pres1iytetian Church , hlJ inv~ed 
.9-& seat mth u.~, and to participate in our deliberations. 

Invitation accepted. 
The following committeeR were then appointed: 
Committee on Circnlor Letter-Revs. W. Tilley, O. B. Call am] W. White. 
Committee on Digest-Revs. P. G. Bassett, C. W('anr and James Mc-

Leod. 
Committee on Nomi1lllJiolls-Dea. E. Cook, Deft. J. Near, Rev. C. WesN­

er, Bro. R. S. Norris, H. Smith, J. R. Pearsall, J. Sowles, Rev. Wm. 8. 
Everest, Dca. J. 'Voodhull, Jacob Wiles, E. PHttel', X. H. Hohin;;on, A. 
Brewer, D. P. Austin, Benj. F. Green, A. Purmerter, Hev. A. B. I\innee, 
and W. Rhodes. 

Co?mnittee on Resolutions-Revs. W. Tilley, O. B. Gall and J. rlf.)oth. 
Suspended' bUtrlness for puhlic worship. 
Reading of Scriptures, and Prayer by Rev. E. Weaver. 
Prayer by Rev. O. Gluts. . 
Sermon by Rev. E. Weaver, from Mark,11th chap.; 24th verse-Sub­

jeet, "'1'he faith of God's elect." 
After sermon, a collection was taken up I\,)r Foreign Missions, amount­

ing to $ 13 46. 
Prayer by Rev. T. W. :llerrill. 
Adjourned to meet in tho> evening at 7 o'clock. 

EVENING SESSION. 

Pursuant to adjournment, Association'called to order by the Moderator,. 
After a season of social prayer, proceeded to lJUsiness, when the follow-

ing delegates to corresponding bodies, were appointed: 
Grand Ri'ver AS80ci(lt·ion-Revs. O. B. Call and C. A. Lamb. 
Wayne-Revs. C. A. Lamb and O. B. Call. 
Hint River-Revs. O. H. Call and W. White. 
Jacksoll-Revs. T. W. Merrill, A. B. Kinnee and BI'O. Joseph Placo. 
The committees, appointed to visit the several churches tllat had not 

sent delegates or letter, for two years, reported. 
Which reports were accepted and adopted, and the committpes discharg­

. ed, with the exception of the one to visit Sciota, which was cont.inued an­
other year, and to consist. (,f the following brethren: Revs. O. B. OaIl, 
J ames McLeod and Dea. Josephus Woodhull. 

ResQ[ve4. That a Committee, consistIng of Rev.. O. B. Call, ,V. 'filley and C. A. 
,r.amb be appointed to visit the church at W"coll.ta. 

Suspended business for public worship. 
Prayer by Rev. J. Booth. 
Preaching hy Rev. W. Tilley, from 1st John, 4th chap., 8th verse-Sub­

jeet, "God is Love." 
After sermon, adjourned to meet to-lllorrow morninO' at 8 o'clock. 
Prayer by Rev. C. A. Lamb. 0 



'l'hursday Morning, Jun~ 4th. 
Agreeahly to adjournment, Associationcalled to order by the Moderatoi' 
PraYN by Rey. W. S. Everest. ' 
Heport of Committees called for. 
Committee on Nominations reported: 1st, next meeting of the Asso . 

tion to be beld with the Church at Vernon-Introductory sermOn c~a­
Rev. W. Ttlley; Alternate, Rev. C. Weaver; Writer of Circular Lette~ 
Rep;. P. C. Bassett: 2nd, that Revs: O. B. Call, W. Ti!ley and A. B.Kinnee: 
be our delegates to the next Baptist State ConventIOn. ~eport accepted 
and adopted. . 

Committee on Circular Letter reported: 
Whereas. 'l'jle brotl)", who wao apvointed In.t yoar. to write the CIrcular T.etter fa 

not Tlrt~!oIent. nnd nO letter ha~ oof!n forwarded by him t.o the Association therefore t 

llesolrea',. 'fhat 'we dispense with it fur the present yea I". ' 

Report ateepte'] and adopted. 
Committee on ItesolutIOns repo~terl the following series, which was ac­

cepted, and after som~ discuss iou, ,adppted : 
1. Whereas, The pre.ent arme~ l'~bellion against tbe Government of the United States 

rsf.~~e!·~c~, ~f 1~ll11j\~~~~Q~~\~:'~Ot'h:1~f~~tlY out of the sy@tem of American Blavery I which 

Resolved, That we Bymp~thi7.e with the--Government in itB preBent efforts to put 
down thi. wicked rebellion.,and de. ire. and will pray that shwery, in the present SI<'YIl' 
~le, may he uprooted anll destroyed, an61 peaee, union and harmony be restored wt-t,.hfa 
OUI' country. . 

2, WitereM. Sunday 8chool. and Bible cl .. ses are product.ive of great good. In ·edu­
eating the YOUIl!5, and ,aleo in leading many to embrace tl".e Savior, therefore 

Resolred ... That. we mOB':: eftl'llMltly r~commend.to the entire memberBhip oftbe church 
thac [hey PI'''Y "Titl labor to the extent ef their ahllity. for their promation : lot; by their 
perFionK) attendallce; ::!nrJ. by taking a p:u·t in them as lIcholarl!l or tp8cbers' 3rd that 
they contribute liherally for their suppt)rt ~ 4th, tllat th.ey use their utmoat. p.n'deav~rs to 
hl'inl! ali t he youth and children, within the bound. of the sehuol, under Its Influence' and 
be it furtber ' 

l1esolred. That tho any precedina the commencement of OUT next Anniversary. be de. 
'Voted to the inlere~ts ofthe8ullday School..: withill the Jimit8 of the Association. and that 
the several schools be invited to send delt'gatee, to represent Hem in Buch meeting. 

3. R,,-solved, That we chel'ish unabnted confidence anel interep:t. in the Foreign and 
Home Miseioll elltor I rise. ana eaTllestJy recommend them to the increased prayer and 
lIl>rality of our ehurcbes ; and further, 

ReBa/red, That we ofrer the Rineeregratitude of our hearts to Almigbty God wbo 
bas BO abundantly .mBed upon the labo:s ofthe above Rociuties during the paBt year· 
that in the midst of the de~olationd of civil war. and oisppnAing with the services ot 
-agents. the fiacal year of each bas closed,lQllving a considerable balance in their Treas· 
'Uri&, and inviting us to more extended operations. 

4. Resolves, That we most earnestly recommend our church to commence at once 
th., systematic contribution to the various Object 8 of benevolence, or the l>euny a-week 
vlan, dB recommendcd by our State Convention, at itslsit anniversary_ 

5. Resol-ccd, That we would impress mOAt elnphatically upon our churches. that the 
Domestic Mill-sioR. in connection with the Colportenr enh'rpl'isc, and distribution of re .. 
ligious book~, is to be regarded as vitally and especially connected with the prosperitv of 
.Zion, in our Htate. and cull for our prayero and liberal contributions. "-

6. Whereas. The Mlch12"an Christian Herald is a necessary means to diffuse intellt .. 
gence of our denominlol,.tional and religious ~tati.8tiC8 and general news, therefore, 

Res~l'Ved. That we recommend it!!! cordial support. 

Committee on Reception of Ohurches, reported that they recommend 
that the church at Pine River be received into the fellowship 6f the As­
sociation. Report accepted and adopted, upon which the right hand of 
fellowship was given by the Moderator. 

Committee on Digest of Letters reported. (See Digest.) Report ac­
'Cipted and adopted . 

.Rtsol'Oed, That we have a rcces~ of five minutes. 
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Association came to order for public wonhip. 
Prayer by Rev. James McLeod . 

. Sermon by Rev. S. Barnes, from Ps.133-1 . 
. After sermon, a collection was taken up for the benefit of Rev. S. 

Barnes-amount, $ 20. 
·Bro. Palmer offered the following resolutions, which were adopted: 
·RuollIed~ That we acknowledgo with gratltnde, the Idndness and hospitality ot tbe 

'brethren ana friends otMaple River Chnrch. which we have received from them dutlng 
'be present aesaton; and we would also acknowledge the Interesting services of the oholr 
',\n our devotions. 

Raol1led, That the rnles of order be read Immediately afl.er the organization of the 
. ..4Jlloclation. 

MONEY REPORTED IN LETTERS. 

St. J ohns-Dom. Missions, $ 8 00; Ovid-For. Missions, $ 6 00; Bi­
'ble Union, $7 50; Maple River-Miss. Union, $ 7 00; Home MissioD, 
$ 4 ;8; Bingham-Dom. Mission, $ 2 00; Bible Union, $1 00. 

After a few appropriate remarks, and prayer by the Moderator, the As­
sociation adjourned, to meet with the church at VernoD, on the tint 
Wednesday of June, 1864, at 10! o'clock A. M. 

S'rANDJ:NG BESOL'U'rJ:ONS. 
1. ReHllled, That the Treasurer be Instructed to pay over all moueys tbat are, or 

may come Into his hauds, to the several agents to whom said funds belong, and take a re­
ceipt therefor. 
",,'~1l. Any member of this Assoolatlon, whobe name Is in the minutes, present at the 
meeting of any other Association, with whloh we cOlreapond, sball be a delogate to that 
body. 

3. That the Corresponding Secretary be instructed to forward the minDt. to each 
AuooiaUoD, ud correepondlBg bod,)' in the State. 
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DIGEST+ 
Antri;n-lIa're not represented themselves to the Association before fOf 

three years j have had many trials, the r~sul~ ?f. ';lnwillingness 'to walk in 
the path of duty j came near .losmg theIr YlslbllIty, but during the win­
ter and spring have been reVIvc,d j cove~ant meetings interesting, and 
prospects good j have a Sabbath School wIth 100 volumes in Library. 

Bengal-Feel encouragpd with the prospects of brighter days j at peace 
among themselves j meetings well attended j a flourishing Sabbath school; 
enjoy the labors of Eld. C. W caver j the Lord seems to be in our midst. 

B illgilct7l!-Deplore their want of interest in the (,ause of the Redeemer j 
keep up Sabbath and weekly prayer meetings j have an interesting Sab­
bath School j preaching by Elc1. C. Weaver half of the time. 

Chessaniug-Are locate() in a new portion of the country j are few in 
number, and possess but little of this world's goods j experience inconven­
ience in securing preaching j Missionary labor would be productive of 
great good in tliis region j Eld. Wm. White preaches one-fourth of the 
time, for the present. . 

Cwunna-Have much occasion for monrning, but feel thnt t.he Lord is 
on our side, and we shall ultimately prevail j preaching by Ell.!. o. B. Call, 
{lnce in two weeks j two candidates for baptism. 

De Witt-Have reason for gratitude, that the candlestick has not been 
removed j that their pastor has been partially restored to health, and can 
again preach the 'W ord j complain of a want of interest and attendance on 
the means of grace. 

Essex-Early in the year, their pastor, with several of their members 
entered the aImy j have a few faithful left, who keilp up weekly prayer 
meetings, and engage in Sabbath Schools j h.1ve three Union schools with­
in the bounds of the church j Eld. C. Weaver, pastor. 

Ithaca-Complain of a worldly spirit, yet circumstances more encourag­
ing than one yeal' ago; church much scattered j Elder W. S. Everest 
preach!'s at different points within its bounds, one-half of the time. 

Lansing-Have enjoyed the labors of Eld. C. Johnson during the year, 
until recently, Eld. Wm. Tilley having become their pastor, and entered 
upon his duties with every prospect of success. They mourn the loss of 
one of their number, and sympathize with others who have lost friends in 
the army; have a Sabbath School, with an average attendance of forty 
scholars. 

Maple Rive?'-They have not witnessed the converting power of God as 
they could wish, yet one young man gave his heart to God, went forward 
in baptism j but soon left for the west j their prayers go with him; they 
also mourn the loss of four of their number by death j hope that the loss 
may be sanctified to the good of the cause of Christ; they have a Sabbath 
School of eighty scholars, and four Bible classes; Eld. O. B. Call, pastor. 

Newark and NelD Haven-With mingled feelings of joy and grief, they 
present their letter; not engaged in the cause of their Master as they 
should be j yet have a few praying souls left; preaching by Eld. W. S. 
Everest, one half the time. 

Ovid-Complain of of coldness and want of progress in the cause of 
Christ,have not enjoyed the special outpourings of the spirit j are at peace 
among themselves; ask an interest in the prayers of their brethren; are 
engaged in two Union Sabbath Schools with Bible Classes; Pastor, Elder 
P. C. Bassett. 



O."" .• s'J.-H!I.'I'e nothing of importance to communicate; complain of " 
want of prll~perity; have had no regular pl'eaching since the first of Janu­
Rl"J; hope thnt God in his providence will send thcm a Pastor; keep IIp 
Sahhath mpetmgs, arid have an interesting Sabbath School, with an aver­
age attendance of eighty-three scholars. 

Olro.~8o and Benu.ingtui/.-Are few in number and ,"'eak in influence. but 
l:ope in God; have changed their place of meeting; have large and atten­
tive congregations; th()ir Deacon has been taken from them, by the hand 
of death; preaching hy Elder J. McLeod. half of the time. 

Pel'l'l/.-No cheering news to present; cOlllplaining of a slumbering 
spirit ,,,hile sinners grow bold in sin; but endea;'Or to maintain the prin .. 
ciples of the Gospel; have an at.tentive congregation and good Sabbath 
School; Preaching by Eluer J. McLend. 

P.ine Ri·('(;/·.-Organized Feh. ~th, IHG~. in a newly settled portion of the 
crmntry; desire to be received into the fellowship of the As~ociation, so 
that they may hnve their sympathy and prayers; have preaching on their 
covenant meet.in~ days, by Eld. Wm. S. Everest. 

St. Johns.-Lack a revival spirit; have too ~reat conformity to the 
world and too little interest in the callse of him who went about doing 
good; Preaching hy Eld. C. A. Lamb. 

Verltoll.-Deplore the want of vital piety among them; also the comli­
tion of otlr country, but pray that the Rebellion may be put down, and 
that our future may be more glorious than the past; congregatIOn large; 
feel the need of a house of wor"hip, preparing to build one; enjoy tile la­
bors of Elder O. B. Call, one half of the time, four Union Sabbath Schools 
within their bounds, they aok our prayers that God may revive his work 
during the corning year. 

Waconsta.-Had nearly lost their visibility; have a few that. rememher 
their covenant vows, and hope that the Assuciation will bear with them 
another year; need an under shepherd. ask our prayers. 

WiUiamston.-No special interest; have to tell the old story of cold­
ness and want of faith; yet the fountain is ever open to Zions needs; have 
not had a pastor since January, but keep up Sabbath and Covenant meet· 
ings. 
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ST A TIS'l'ICAL RETURNS. 

CHURCHES, CLERKS, 
AND 

POST OFFICES . 
PASTORS AND DELEGATES. 

. ANTRIM •••.•.•..•••••• , •.• __ , Dea J. Near. 
J. W.Fuller .• 

BBNOH .. ND RII.EY ••••••.•.. Re~ C. Wem'er. 
M. J. Chase, ~t. Johns P.O. 

BINGrJAM_. ___________________ Rev. C. Weaw'Ir, R. B. Norris, 
Jobn O. Palmer, St. Johns. John O. Palmer. 

CHBSS .. NING ..•••••••••••••••• !tov. W. White Wm. Rhodes, C. 
Henry Killny. Cram, • , 

CORUNN ... r ••••••••••••• • •••• R.". O. B. Call, H. Smith, li. 
H.Smitn. Ward, J. L. Smith 

nB WITT .••...••••••••••••••. Dea.J. R. Pearsall. 
J. R. Pesrsall. 

EssBx •••••..•••••.•••••••..• Rev. C. Weaver J. Sowles, Wal· 
Nathan Ellis. ter Holfe. ' 

,"ULTON ___ .. __ ....... ____ ............. __ Last eommun.lcatioD, 1862. 

ITHACA ••••.••••••••••••••••• Rev. Wm.S.E~erest, Thomas B 
J. A. Guthrie. Lamb. 

LANSING .•••••••• "" ••••••••. Rev. W. Tilley. DeR. J. W.)odhull, 
J. A. Crosman. Rev. T. W. Merrill, C. W.B1um· 

burg. 
LBROY. ______ ... ______________ '"'_ L.attt communication, 1862. 

M .. PLB RIVKR .••••••••••••••• Rev. O. B. Call, Dos •. E. Cot>k, R. 
H. B.Flint. B. Flint. Br'n. M.R. Reynold •. 

Geo. M .It.ynoldo • .Il:. Rooe, A. 
Cooper. 

NRWARK. AND NBW HAVBN .• _ Rtlv. Wrn. S. Evereat,Jacob Wilee, 
S Y. Dickinson, Monticello 

UVID ........... oo ••••••••••••• Rev. P. C. Bas.ett,J. W. Welter, 
Jacob W. Welter. N. Herrick, J. D. Gleason, E. 

Potter. 
Owosso. ______________ .. _______ DfI's .. K Corn Atock, P. Hagerman. 

.11: • .11:. ·White. N. H.ltouinson. 

Owosso AND BSNNINGTON .. _ .. _ Rev. James McT4eod. A. Brewer. 
A. Brewer. A. ltose, lL WhYIPan. 

PZRRY "'" ••• , """ •••••••• Rev. James McLeod, N. Green, D. 

~ 

6 2 2 

4 1 

7 3 6 1 

4 
2 1 2 

2 4 

"2 $15U 

20 60 

21 7~ 

28 1 00 

13 60 

52 1 00 

35 100 

13 

61 180 

76 200 
1C 

64 200 
32 80 

26 100 

32 100 

10 75 

H. A. boberts, .t'itt.burgb. P. Austin, O. Flint, H.A.Rob· 
. erts. 1 1 2 1 1 8 65 2 00 

PII'B RIVBII ••.••••••••••••••• Rev. Wm. S. Everest. 20 60 
S .t:!. HUlings. 

ST JOHNS •••••••••••••••••••• Rev. C. A. Lamb, Ben. F. Green. 8 1 4 26 1 fiO 
.Il:.O. Wellington. 

Va.NoN .••••••••••••••••••••. Rev. O. B. Call, Des C. Yerk •• 
,\\'m. Hendee. P. ~allT'T'e, C. L. KrOnkltt',11. 

Pa.rru~r~er, 0. \.iOIllbd,J. 0J~ .. d, 2 6 
2 WJ.OOU8TA. ........... _. __ ... __ ..... _ ... __ • Let.~t;r. 

Jam •• Lyon. 
WILLIA ... TON •••••••••••••••• [{ev. A. B. Klnnee, 1. C. Brown 

Wm. ~rown. JeflerBvJl Plel,c, Ww. L"~""'. 2 2 ·1616G 

20 7 40 17 14 26 812 !~3 76 
Colleetion ofMlnutN ............................ ", ••••••• _._ ••••••••• _ 2 10 

Total ••••••••••••••••• '." .................. $2016 
C ..... LAMB, Mod.rater. J. O. PALMER, Clerk. 
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RULES OF ORDER. 
lRt. Tn the absence of any of the officers of the Association, others shall 

be cho~en to fiB their places pro tempore. 
2nd. The Moderator and Clerk shaH be chosen by'nomination or by bal-

lot, 11.8 the Association may direct. . 
3rd. Brethren invited to a seat in the Association may debate on all 

-questions, but vote on none. 
4th. No person shall speak more than twice on any subject unless by 

.special permission froIr. the Moderator. 
5th. Every proposition submitted to the Association (or discussion must 

be put in the form of a motion, and not debated until seconded. 
6th. No motion shall be discussed if snch discussiun be opposed by a 

majority of the members present. A motion to suspend business shall al­
wavs be in order. 

7th. The Moderator shall appoint all committees unless the Association 
otherwise direct. 

8th. The Minutes of the meeting shaH be read and corrected before 
the rising of the Association. 

9th. At every sitting, business shaH be opened and concluded with 
prayer, under the direction of the Moderator. 

10th. The order of business at each .annual meeting of the Association. 
shall be as follows: . 

1st. The intruductory service and organization. 
2nd. The Rules of Order read. 
3rd. A committee on Religious Services appointed. 
4th. Letters from the Churches read. 
5th. Applications for admission into the Association received. 
6th. The appointment of the foHowing Committees: 
1st. A Committee ot three on the Circular Letter. 
2nd. A Committee of three on Digest of Letters. 
3rd. A Committee on Resolutions. 
4th. A Committee on Nominations, of one from each Church, which 

Committee shall designate the place of the next Annual Meeting, the 
preacher of the Introductory Sermon, the writer of the Circular Letter, 
and the delegates to the Baptist State Convention. 

7th. Communications from Corresponding bodies received. 
8th. Reports of Committees caBed for. 
9th. Miscellaneous business. 
10th. Reading the Minutes of the Association. 
11th. All Churches neglecting to represent themselves to this body for 

two years in succession, shall be visited by a Committee chosen for that 
purpose, who shall report at the next annual.meeting. . 

12th. Any article of this order may be suspended for consideration of 
other business by a vote of the Association. 
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