g'he following valuable letters were written by the Rev. EDMUXND
BOISFOSD, Pastor of the Baptist Church in Georgetown, to a fe.
tnale correspondent in Philadelphia, and were first published in the
« Religious Remembrancer,” a valuable periodical paper of that place;
In the productions of this excellent man there is little to please the
taste of those who have not obtained * like precious faith”’ with him-
self. His uncommion turn of thought, the quaintness of his style, but,
above all, the depth of evangelic fervour, the ardent piety, and the
rich experience of the heart, can be relished by none but those who in
the highest sense of the word, deserve the Rame of true Christians.
(Publisher)
THE WANDERING JEW,
DEAR Mrs, % % % % % % %
I aM now going to prove your confidence
in me. I am about to relate strange things; I
mention this, lest you should, as some hasty ladies
have done, throw my letter in the fire before you
finish the reading of it. No doubt you have heard
of the “ Wandering Jew” The story is, that a
person attending on the ministry of our Lord, in
the days of his flesh, was so irritated at something
he said, that he spat in his ‘ace. OurSaviour look-
ing mildly on him, said ¢ Wander from place to
place on the earth till I come again.” When I was
about twelve yearsof age, an old man with a very
long beard came in to the town in which I lived,
and asserted he was this « Wandering Jew,” and
imposed on many. He no doubt was an imposter :
but I have in reality seen and conversed with the
real Wandering Jew. ¢« Oh 'Mr. B , is it possi-
ble ?” Yes; dear madam, it is! I tell you I have
seen the real Wandering Jew in Georgetown S,
Carolina, since 1 last wrote you,

Although I believe he is as old as he profess-
es to be, I never was in the company of a person
more cheerful and lively. There are many who
think him an imposter, but I am one amorg a few
in this place who give credit to all he says, al-
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though some things are truly of the marvellous
¥k 2d. He must have been very old when our Savi.
our was on earth, as he relates several thingg
known to him before our Saviour was born. He
was present when John baptized him in Jordan,
heard him preach, saw him perform many miracles,
was present at his trial, saw him on the cross, and
declares he saw him more than once after his resur-
rection, and was present at his ascension into hea-
ven., He was familiar with the apostels, and de-
scribes them as plain, honest men ; as for Paul, he
speaks very highly of iim. T asked him a number
of questions; in his answers he shewed great
knowledge of human nature, beyond any person
¥ ever conversed with. At certain times his con-
versation is so engaging I could sit up all night to
attend to it; though I must confess at other times
it appeared to me quite dull and uninterresting ;
but what at the time appeared very strange to me,
several in company declared they were never more
pleased ; henee I conclude, at such times the fault
wasin myself You know we are not always in a
good mood either to hear or speak in company. He
is generally cloathed in a leathern doublet, but
when he visits some of the great folks, he wears a
suit of scarlet and gold : I saw him one day inblue
or purple, with a large silver crosston eachside of
his coat. Another day I saw him all in tatters,
that I could scarcely recognize him as the same
person.

“ My dear sir, are you not too credulous? Is
it possible for a person who was on earth two thou-
sand years ago, to be still in existence 2"’ It is not
only possible, but a real fact. <My dear sir, some
people to hear you talk thus, would think you
were beside yourselt.” Some not only think so,
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but have told me to my face ; but you must know
I think the sameof them, and believe mv self in
my right mind  I'am fully convinced the Wander-
ing Jew is no imposter. There are very few pla-
ces where all the inhabitants cordially receive him
true, there are some so offended with him, that they
wonld kill him if they could, but he is invulnerable,
or he would have been slain long ago ; this my dear
‘madam, is one reason I put so much confidence in
him ; another reason is, generally speaking, those
‘who dispute his word are wicked persons. I do
not know how it may be in every place, but [
-assure you there is not one good person, either male
or female, in Georgetown but what is pleased with
‘his company; and truly it is no wonder, for he ex-
plaines many things that no other person can.—
Sometimes you would be almost ready to conclude
he was acquainted with your very thoughts, I
do declare he has caused me some times to think
he is more than man. A few days ago he reveal-
ed some things to me, that had such an effect as
really to cause me to wish myself out of this world.

1 heard a person the other day, say, he verily
beleived Gop was with him, and that by him great
wonders would be performed. Hence you may
perceive [ am not the only one who believes him
to benoimposter. I do assure you he is no flatter-
rer. I have heard him speak to a large congrega-
tion of men, women and children, among whom
were masters and servants, husbands and wives,
parents and children, rich and poor, old and young,
white and black, saintand sinner. There was not
‘a person present but whose true character was ex-
posed to view, and their duty urged home upon
them, When ke speaks to those who are pleased
With him, he wears a smile on his countenance
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that has a peculiar effect ; but when he addresses
those who ridicule and despise him, he speaks the
language of terror, and his countenance is awful
and truly terrible. He fears no man or set of men,
but speaks his mind freely toall. Some one infor-
med me he was about visiting the kingdoms of the
cast again, [Itis many ages. since he traveled in
some of them, and it is probable he may meet with
much apposition, but he is so much used to that, he
will not be discouraged. Indeed, 1 have heard
there are great preperations making for his recep-
tion in foreign countries ; for my part, I think he
will be a blessing wherever he goes, and have uni-
ted with a few generous souls towards the expence
of transporting him from place to place. Shall I
give him a letter of recommendation to you and
the dear Philadelpkiaps ?

But what can | say more than I have, except
it be to mention his real name. He goes by sever-
al names, but that which is most familiar to pea-
ple at large is, The Bible Yes the Bible realizes
the Wandcring Jew. The God of Abraham, I-
saac and Jacob, indited it. Moses and the Proph-
ets who wrote it, were all Jews; Jesus Christ the
sum and substance ot it was a Jew, the Apostles
who finished it, and sent it into the world, were
Jews; all who believe it, and cordially receive
it, are circumcised in heart.

Could I then recommend a subject of greater
importance to your consideration.. It is the life of
my soul ; yes, THE BisLE I esteem my richest trea-
sure on earth ; I hope I have ventured my eternal
all on the truths it contains, »

¢ Not all the books on earth beside, such heavenly wonders tell.”

I'trust [am writing to one who has heartily
welcomed My WanbperiNG JEW,

Yours in gospel bonds, E. B.
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LETTER IL
THE SECOND SIGHT.

DEAR MRs. * % % * % %,

T surrose you have heard of what in Scot-
Jand is called the ‘“:second sight.” The person
who possess this faculty, had, at certain times, par-
oxisms, something resembling convulsion fits ora
kind of trance; 5 when he came to himself he utter-
ed his prognostics, from what ke had seen, or what
had been revealed to bim ; some of lhese were
very extraordinary. However, of late years, this
notion of second sight has been pretty much ex-
ploded. I do nat wish to revive, in this conntry,
the second sight as above described, but I must
inform you that I conceive myseﬂ possesscd of a
second-sight that is 7cal, by which I can prophesy
of things that will certainly c¢ome to pass, and
which also affords me much comfort in my decli-
ning years. Say you, ¢Pray Mr. B how long
have you been in possession of this secret?” It is
nearly fifty years. Asyou are an old friend, I will
relate to you how I came by it. I was putin pos-
ssession of it by one of the most extraordinary,
wondertul persons that ever visited America. It [
mistake not he was a native of Asia, [ think he was
born somewhere abou- Jerusalem. The most sur-
prising account of him I ever heard was from e
\Vandermg Jew. He spoke of Him in such an
astonishing manner, as possessing such exiraordin-
ary qualifications, that very few peopls at the first
report believed him, nor did I ; but whenl became
acquainted with him, I tound all that the Wander-
Ing Jew said of him was true. My first acquaint-
ance with him was in this wise : When larrived in
Charlesion S. Carolina, which was in January,
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1766, in my twenty-first year, I heard that thig
wonderiul person was there on a visit. Sometime
after my arrival, every thing seemed to make a.
gainst me, and 1 was plunged into poverty and dis.
iress,

" 1 had left my native country in search of riches,
and behold I wasnow in poverty ; I expected hap.
piness, but behold distress. I had lost my parents
at an early period, so that I had no home to go to,
and if I had, I had not the means to convey m .
there, I wasa stranger in a strange land. I fre.
quently thought I was in a worse state than even
the prodigal son; I felt myself a poor forsaken,
distressed orphan. I frequently used to retire to
lonely places in the out-skirts of the town to be-
wail my deplorable situaiton. I cotinued in this
distressed state a considerable time; at lengrh one
day an angel appeared to me. O Mr, B,” say
you, ““you were under a delusion, you saw an an-
gel! and pray what did be say to you, were you not
frightened at the sight?” No Madam, 1 was not
frightened at the sight; he appeared in such a
manner that produced no fear, but such a kind of
reverence and awe that till then I had never felt.
He spoke so kind, yet as earnest, that my atten-
tion was never before so taken, he pitied my case
and directed me to the wonderful person I have
described, assured me that he would relieve me
from all my distress, yea he told me the great Man
bad observed me in my solitary walks, and had
sent a note to me to assure me of his kindness. I
was induced to believe his words, and in a short
time after, I prevailed on myself to ventur~, and
that too in all my rags, toknock at the great Man’s
door, and related to him,, in my siiuple way, all
my wants. ke very condescendingly listened tQ
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gy pitiful story, and granted me full relief from my
distress. His kindness melted my very heart. O
it was a day never to be forgotten, I was filled with
jov, it was such as I cannot describe, it was cne of
the sweetest, sorro~ful, . y'uldavs 1 ever experiercs
ed, the recollectionof it at this time causes tears of
gratitude to trickle down my aged cheeks It was
then he presented me with what I term ¢ the sec-
ond sight.” It consists of a curious glass which is
very difficult to describe to those who never pos-
sessed such an one.

By the help of this glass a person may discover
a thousand things which those who are unacquain-
fed with it can have no right conceptions of. It
presents such views of the heavenly glory that caus-
es a person to be willing to l-ave all, wite, children,
friends, possessions of every kind of an earthly na-
ture, toinheritit, Itaffords the best view thatcan
be obtained on earth, of Jesus Carist, of the way of
life and salvation through Him. It likewise dis-
covers the nature of sin and holiness. Hence you
may perceive it is of scrvice in a religious point of
view. And what is very extraordinary, when prop-
erly used, it produces such contentment of mind,
even under adverse providences, that causes the
person possessed of it to be thankful for them. I
have even heard of some, who in the agonies of
death have been made to rejoice, by what has been
presented to them through this glass. I,myself
have seen several poor wretches, who by there
wickedness were nuisances to scciety, before they
were presented with this glass; but no sooner
were they in possession of it, than they became
useful members of society and as agreeable as be-
tore they were disgustful. Several who were very
poor, who became rich by the possession of it ; in-
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deed it wasmy own case, [ was asposrasT could
b, butnow am I rich, yea possessed ot durable
riches that will not take wings and flv away. If
you wish to see the best description of this glass,
I cannot refer you to a betler anthor than he, who-
ever he was, that wrote a letter to certain people
called Hebrews; it is certainly an antient piece of
wriiing, but I believe it to be a fine and true de-
scription of this glass ; there are other wiiters who
very clearly treat of it, but if I mistake not, the
person I reter to, writes the most upon it.

Do you not wish tor such a glass? What am [
saving ? I doubr not you have been in possession
of it several years.  Yes, dear Madam, I trust you
have been favoured with the faith that worketh
by love and purifi:th the heart, That faith which
is the substarice of things hoped for, the evidence
of things not seen. That faith which enables you
to cast your burden on the Lord and to rejoice in
tribulation.  You will then permit an old friend
to rejoice with you on the acquisition, and to re-
mind you and himself that we should often pray
‘¢ Lord increase our faith,” and also observe to you
that there is nothing the devil begrudges us so
much as this glass. e would break it if he could
—but the Grea: Man has and does pray that our
faith may not fail. Although at times we can sce
through it darkiy, by and by we shall see without
it. Ifaglimpse by faith now and then is so de-
lightful and encouraging what must naked vision
be | This we caunot conceive, but of this we are
assured, we shall see Jesusiaall his glory, be where
he is and be made like Him. O the happy state
of those persons who are in the possession of this
Jewel, happy now and will be happy forevers

Yours in Jesus, E. B
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