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Table A1—Continued

While he speaks to us, God's voice
is difficult to know objectively. Too
many times we think God speaks to

23 I know when God is speaking to 375 HO-m; |us, when it is only our own inner
me. ) KJ-M |voice not our Maker's. Modify: I
believe God speaks to me, or God
speaks to me. ...God speaks to
me...???
This has a lot of theological
implications (Calvinism, for
God extends his call to some WB- examp 1?) aqd may dea.l more with
24 . 3 |M; KIJ-|theological interpretation than to the
believers but not all. . . .
M |domain of vocational calling....does
this measure responsiveness to
God's call or belief about calling?
I believe I am accountable to God ane again. '.'behﬁ’f versus actual
25 for th Ilive mv lif 4.5 | KJ-E |implementation.. "I am accountable
orthe way Lilve my fife. to God..."#27 is better
It is important that I follow
26 wherever God leads. 4.75
27 I'live with a sense of accountability 45
to God.
78 God has influenced my dreams for 45
my future.
Basically, this is a good question,
but may be confusing because some
God has given me a strong sense of | may feel a strong sense of calling,
2 direction for my life 475 |WB-M but so unsure of the direction that
they cannot easily answer this
question.
30 I pray to God about significant 475
decisions before I make them. '
They probably have changed
directions several times, some as a
WB- result of God's call and some as a
3] I have changed directions with my 475 |M: KJ- result of adolescent searching.
life as a result of God’s call. ) ,M Perhaps use something like, "In

some decisions, I have changed
directions..." "My future plans and

life direction are a result..."”

Component 2: Self Awareness

32

I have discovered some things to do in
life for which I have a passion.

4.75

KJ

I have a passion for... Not sure, but
it seems somewhat awkward. ..
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I believe that am uniquely gifted for a

Some may still be searching and not
able to answer this realistically.

33 ur 4.5 |WB-M Perhaps use something like, "In
purpose. some areas of my life, I believe that
lam..."
If this statement is stated in the
. S positive, then I believe it is
34 anferelvjﬁg“IS:;f with God helps me | 4 5 theologically off. Who I am is
' MORE important than what I do
(i.e., the heart).
I have a good understanding of my
35 4.25
strengths and weaknesses
I have discovered interests and
36 |abilities in my life that God wants me | 4.5
to develop.
Others have helped me recognize and
37 . . e 4.75
develop my unique gifts and abilities.
I have had to give up some things in This belongs in section #1, and 1
38 S . 35 KJ . .
order to follow God's will for my life. would include it there...
39 I am loved and claimed by God as one 375
of his own.
What kind of person I am is as RR-M; "My identity and character are as
40 |. . 3.75 ) .
1mportant as what things I do. KJ-M important as the things 1 do."
Because the study is of people who
o . have a sense of "call," I have
41 f)ff;::rl tt(})laé(l);ave little in my life to 4 }Ii?—_l\]?[ difficulty seeing them with this kind
’ of doubt.... omit the "I feel” and
change to "l have..."
I have a good understanding of my
42 | i 5
gifts and abilities.
I have known at least one person in
43 |my past or present who has set an 3
example I wish to follow.
This is pretty vague. What will the
WB- 4 :
T have had to overcome some answer to this question tell
44 [ T X . 3.25 |M; KJ- .
difficulties in pursuing my calling. M you?...seems more like
responsiveness that self-awareness
45 Others have confirmed that they see a 45
God-given direction in my life. ’
Reflecting on my past experiences
46 |and relationships has helped me learn | 4

much about myself.
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Component 3: Engagement with the World

47 My faith helps me see and understand 4
the needs of others
48 I fee,l thE.lt.my purpose is connected to 475 |[WB-M A little vague. "my purpose in
God’s vision for the world. life..."
Involves a theological
I am a partner with God in his work in WB- }'nterpr"etatlon. Am'I a partnet, a
49 the world 3 M; slave", a submissive follower, etc.
’ RR-E |The word "partner" sounds like two
equals.
50 I feel, led to do_ something about 375
what’s wrong in the world.
51 There is work that I can do that giVCS 45 KJ I love the question’ but maybe best
me deep gladness. in section #2
I have an opportunity to make a
32 difference in the world 3.25
53 I feel that it is important that I serve 4
others with my life.
s4 I can contribute to God’s plan for the 45 [WB-M . ‘ .
world Contribute money? Time? My life?
In whatever work I am to do, I want to
55 5 KJ . .
represent God. Maybe best in section #1?
56 My experiences in serving others have 325
shaped me as a person.
57 Othe'r people hgve helped me discover 375| K3 o o
the right direction for my life. What is "r]ght direction?"
A little vague. Could be interpreted
as part of the football team, the
In my daily life T often feel that T am WB- - campus student congress, a
58 art of somethine bigeer than myself 4M; KJ-|fraternity, a racial group, a political
P gdee yselt: M |cause, etc...."In my daily life"
might cause some to rate this lower
than it actually should be rated
59 I have dl.scovered needs in the world I 495
am seeking to address.
See comment 41....Caution: Some
60 I feel that I can make little difference 4 HO; |will think this means "they" and not
in the world. KJ-M |"God through them"...could be
confusing
| |God has given me a cause in which to | < |yop 1 Overall not a bad question, but see
invest myself. item 58 above.
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62

I am convinced that my life is part of
a noble mission for a greater good.

4.75

63

My church family has helped me
recognize God's will for my life.

4.5

WB-M

Does "My church family" mean the
church I grew up in or the church
family where I now attend?

64

My encounters with pain and
suffering in the world have stirred me
to greater awareness of a purpose for
my life.

4.25

KI-M

Can you shorten this at all?

65

It is difficult for me to explain my
life's purpose to others without
including my relationship to God.




APPENDIX 4

LETTER OF CONSENT FOR DEVELOPMENT
OF CALLING SURVEY

Vectors of Calling Survey
Agreement to Participate

The research in which you are about to participate is designed to create and utilize a
biblically-based measure of a sense of divine calling and then to use this measure with
older adolescents to discover the extent of their encounter with divine calling and
whether a significant relationship exists between it and their identity development and
purpose in life.

This research is being conducted by George Siler for purposes of completing a
dissertation at The Southern Baptist Theological Seminary in Louisville, Kentucky. In
this research, you will respond to items in the attached survey that relate to divine calling.
Any information you provide will be held strictly confidential, and at no time will your
name be reported, or your name identified with your responses. Participation in this
study is totally voluntary and you are free to withdraw from the study at any time.

By your completion of this survey instrument, you are giving informed consent for the
use of your responses in this research and by checking the appropriate box below, you are
giving informed consent for the use of your responses in this research.

[ 1 Iagree to participate

[ 1 Idonot agree to participate
Instructions: Please respond to the following statements by clearly circling the letters as
appropriate. It is important to answer all questions in the survey. Please do not answer
any question more than once. When you have completed the entire survey, please place

the survey in to the envelope held by your instructor.

Thank you for your participation.
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APPENDIX 5

VECTORS OF CALLING SURVEY:
EARLY VERSIONS

Table A2. Version 1 of VCS

For each of the following statements please circle the choice that best indicates the
extent of your agreement or disagreement as it describes your personal experience:

SA = Strongly Agree D = Disagree
MA = Moderately Agree MD = Moderately Disagree
A = Agree SD = Strongly Disagree
1. Iknow God is at work in my life SA | MA A D MD | SD
2. Iseek to live my life in response to
who God wants me to be and what He | SA | MA A D MD | SD
wants me to do.
3. Itis '1mportant to me to gnderstand SA | MA A D MD | SD
God's purposes for my life.
4. Ib?lleve I am valuable to God and SA | MA A D MD | SD
uniquely created.
5. God has spoken to me through ways
such as Bible study, prayer, and the SA | MA A D MD | SD
wisdom of other believers.
6. 1 dp not cpnmder the Bible as my SA | MA A D MD | SD
guide to life.
7. TheFe is work in this world which God SA | MA A D MD | sD
has invited or selected me to do.
8. Iseek God's will for my life regularly SA | MA A D MD | sD
through prayer.
9. Ibelieve God is leading me to do
something specific for him with my SA | MA A D MD | SD
life.
10. I make choices bgsed on God's SA | MA A D MD | SD
purposes for my life.
11. I spend time getting to know God
through Bible study, prayer, and SA | MA A D MD | SD
worship.
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12.

I am being obedient to God’s leading
in my life.

SA

MA

MD

SD

13.

I have made adjustments in my life
based on what I believe God has asked
me to do.

SA

MA

MD

SD

14.

I tend to make important decisions
without regard to my relationship with
God.

SA

MA

MD

SD

15.

I seek to understand God’s purpose for
my life.

SA

MA

MD

SD

16.

God’s purposes and plans for me give
me greater joy and satisfaction than
my own.

SA

MA

>

MD

SD

17.

I am accountable to God for the way I
live my life.

SA

MA

MD

SD

18.

It is important that I follow wherever
God leads.

SA

MA

MD

SD

19.

I see little of God's influence regarding
my dreams for the future.

SA

MA

MD

SD

20.

God has given me a strong sense of
direction for my life.

SA

MA

v

MD

SD

21.

I pray about significant decisions
before I make them.

SA

MA

v

MD

SD

22.

My future plans and life direction are a
result of God’s call.

SA

MA

MD

SD

23.

I have had to give up some things in
order to follow God's will for my life.

SA

MA

bR - A S

| J

MD

SD

24,

I have discovered significant things to
do with my life for which I have a
passion.

SA

MA

>

v

MD

SD

25.

I believe that God has fashioned and
gifted me for a specific purpose.

SA

MA

MD

SD

26.

My relationship with God helps me
know who I am.

SA

MA

MD

SD

27.

I have a good understanding of my
strengths and weaknesses

SA

MA

MD

SD

28.

I have discovered interests and
abilities in my life that God wants me
to develop.

SA

MA

MD

SD
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29.

Others have helped me recognize and

develop my unique gifts and abilities. SA | MA A b MD | SD

30.1 am loved and claimed by God as one SA | MA A D MD | SD
of his own.

31. My actions truly reflect what is in my SA | MA A D MD | sD
heart.

32. I have little in my life to offer to God. SA | MA A D MD | SD

33. Ihave a goqq gnderstandmg of my SA | MA A D MD | SD
gifts and abilities.

34. I have known one or more godly
persons who have set an example I SA | MA A D MD | SD
wish to follow.

35. Others' have f:onﬂrme.d that Fhey see a SA | MA A D MD | sD
God-given direction in my life.

36. Reflecting on my past experiences and
relationships has helped me learn SA | MA A D MD | SD
much about myself.

37. There are some worthy possibilities for
my life that I have discovered to be SA | MA A D MD | SD
incompatible with God's will for me.

38. My faith helps me see and understand sA | Ma A D MD | SD
the needs of others

39. God s vision for the world shapes my SA | MA A D MD | SD
goals in life.

40. God hgs invited me to join Him in his SA | MA A D MD | SD
work in the world.

41.1 fee} 1§d to do something about a need SA | MA A D MD | sD
that is in the world.

42. There is work I can do that gives me SA | MA A D MD | SD
deep gladness.

43. Whatever I do in life, I feel it is SA | MA A D MD | sp
important that I serve others.

44. There is little I can do to contribute to
God’s plan for the world SA | MA A D MD | SD

45. zvlé)r(;(k for ways to represent God in my SA | MA A D MD | SD

46. Other people have helped me discover
how I fit into this world. SA | MA A D MD | SD

47. I often feel that I am part of something
bigger and more important than SA | MA A D MD | SD

myself.
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48. I have discovered needs in the world 1

, SA | MA | A D | MD | SD
am seeking to address.

49.1 fpel little compuls1or} to change SA | MA | A D | MD | SD
things that are wrong in the world.

50. God has given me a cause in which to SA | MA A D MD | SD
invest myself.

51. I am convinced that my life is part of a sA | MA A D MD | SD

noble mission for a greater good.

52. My relationships in church have
helped me recognize God's will formy | SA | MA A D MD | SD
life.

53. Pain and suffering in the world have
stirred me to greater awareness of a SA | MA A D MD | SD
purpose for my life.

54. It is difficult for me to explain my
life's purpose to others without SA | MA | A D MD | SD
referring to my relationship to God.

55. I am willing to serve with my life

wherever I am needed most. SA | MA | A D | MD | SD

Table A3. Version 2 of the VCS

For each of the following statements below, please circle the number that best indicates how
well this item describes your personal experience. Rate yourself on a scale of 1 (this is not
true of me) to 7 (this is very true of me).

l=not true of me 7=very true of me

1. Iseek to live my life in response to
who God wants me to be and what 1 2 3 4 5 6 7
He wants me to do.

2. It is important to me to understand
God's purposes for my life.

3. Ibelieve I am valuable to God and
uniquely created.

4. Thaveinvested time in Bible study
to find my purpose in life.

5. There is work in this world which
God has invited or selected me to 1 2 3 4 5 6 7
do.
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I'seek God's will for my life
regularly through prayer.

I believe God is leading me to do
something specific for him with my
life.

I spend time getting to know God
through Bible study, prayer, and
worship.

I am being obedient to God’s
leading in my life.

10.

I have made significant changes in
my life based on what I believe
God has asked me to do.

11.

I tend to make important decisions
without regard to my relationship
with God.

12.

I have discovered that God’s plans
for me give me greater joy and
satisfaction than my own.

13.

God has given me a strong sense of
direction for my life.

14.

I pray about significant decisions
before I make them.

15.

My life’s direction and plans for
the future are a result of God’s call.

16.

I have had to make sacrifices in
order to follow God's will for my
life.

17.

I have discovered significant things
to do with my life for which I have
a passion.

18.

I believe that God has fashioned
and gifted me for a specific

purpose.

19.

My relationship with God helps me
know who I am.

20.

I have a good understanding of my
strengths and weaknesses

21.

I have discovered interests and
abilities in my life that God wants
me to develop.
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22.

Others have helped me recognize
and develop my unique gifts and
abilities.

23.

My actions truly reflect what is in
my heart.

24.

I have a good understanding of my
gifts and abilities.

25.

Others have confirmed that they
see a God-given direction in my
life.

26.

Reflecting on my past experiences
and relationships has helped me
learn much about myself.

217.

I have considered and rejected
some career possibilities because 1
have discovered them to be
contrary to God's will for me.

28.

My faith helps me notice and
understand the needs of others.

29.

God’s vision for the world shapes
my goals in life.

30.

I feel led to do something about a
need that is in the world.

31.

I have discovered a kind of work 1

can do that gives me deep gladness.

32.

Whatever I do in life, I feel it is
important that I serve others.

33.

There is little I can do to contribute
to God’s work in the world

34,

I look for ways to represent God in
my work.

35.

Other people have helped me
discover how I fit into this world.

36.

It is important to me to know that
my life is part of a noble mission
for a greater good.

37.

I have discovered needs in the
world I am seeking to address.

38.

I feel little compulsion to change
things that are wrong in the world.
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39.

God has led me to embrace a
particular need or cause in which to
invest myself.

40.

My relationships in church have
helped me recognize God's will for
my life.

41.

Pain and suffering in the world
have stirred me to greater
awareness of a purpose for my life.

42.

It is difficult for me to explain my
life's purpose to others without
referring to my relationship to God.

43.

When it comes to serving, I usually
go where I am needed the most.




APPENDIX 6

CHRISTIAN VOCATION ASSESSMENT SCALE

Table A4. The CVAS (Feenstra and Brower 2008)

Circle the number that most closely matches your feelings toward each of the following
statements. Although questions may appear similar, please consider each on its own.
Rate yourself on a scale of 1 (not at all) to 7 (a great deal).

I=not at all 7=a great deal
1. To what extent do you feel you
understand your God-given 1 2 3 4 5 6 7
identity.
2. To what extent do you feel that you
understand your own purpose in | 2 3 4 5 6 7
life.

3. To what extent do you feel
confused about how your identity 1 2 3 4 5 6 7
is being shaped.

4. To what extent do you feel you
contribute to God’s plan for the | 2 3 4 5 6 7
world.

5. To what extent do you feel
confused about where God might | 2 3 4 5 6 7
be leading you.

6. To what extent do you feel you will
fit in your own unique place in the 1 2 3 4 5 6 7
world.

7. To what extent to you feel that you
are obedient to where God is 1 2 3 4 5 6 7
leading you.

8. To what extent do you feel you feel
the directions you’ve taken in your
life have helped you understand
God’s purpose for the world.
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To what extent to you feel you
understand the gifts you’ve
acquired.

10.

To what extent are you confused
about where your life is taking you.

11.

To what extent do you feel that
your purpose is connected to God’s
vision for the world.

12.

To what extent do you feel the
directions you’ve taken have
helped you to understand God’s
purpose for your life.

13.

To what extent do you feel that
God is placing you where He
chooses.

14.

To what extent do you feel you
understand your natural talents.

15.

To what extent do you feel you
understand your place in the world.

16.

To what extent are you unsure of
how you could contribute to God’s
plan for the world.

17.

To what extent do you feel you live
all of your life to the glory of God.




APPENDIX 7

FINAL INSTRUMENTATION

Part 1: Demographic Questions
1. What is your age? I am years old.

2. School year/class:

3. Gender: __ male __female

4. Do you confess Jesus Christ as your Savior and Lord?
yes no not sure

5. Are you currently a member of a church? ___yes __ no
Part 2: Vectors in Calling Survey
For each of the following statements below, please circle the number that best indicates

how well this item describes your personal experience. Rate yourself on a scale of 1 (this
is not true of me) to 7 (this is very true of me).

l=not true of me 7=very true of me

1. Ispend time getting to know God

through Bible study, prayer, and 1 2 3 4 5 6 7
worship.

2. There is work in this world which
God has invited or selected me to 1 2 3 4 5 6 7
do.

3. Iam being obedient to God’s
leading in my life.

4. Thave made significant changes in
my life based on what I believe God 1 2 3 4 5 6 7
has asked me to do.
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10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

21.

22.

23.

I have discovered that God’s plans
for me give me greater joy and
satisfaction than my own.

God has given me a strong sense of
direction for my life.

I pray about significant decisions
before I make them.

My life’s direction and plans for the
future are a result of God’s call.
God has given me a passion to do
certain things with my life.

My relationship with God helps me
know who I am.

I have discovered specific interests
and abilities in my life that I know
God wants to use.

Others have confirmed that they see
a God-given direction in my life.

I have spent time reflecting on my
past experiences and relationships to
learn more about myself.

My faith helps me notice and
understand the needs of others.

I have developed my goals in life
around God’s purposes in the world.
I feel led to do something about a
need that is in the world.

I have discovered a kind of work I
can do that gives me deep gladness.
Whatever I do in life, I feel it is
important that I serve others.

I'look for ways to represent God in
my work.

Other people have helped me
discover the part I can play in this
world.

I feel that my life is part of a noble
mission for a greater good.

I have discovered needs in the world
I am seeking to address.

God has led me to embrace a
particular need or cause in which to
invest myself.

1=not true of me

2 3
2 3
2 3
2 3
2 3
2 3
2 3
2 3
2 3
2 3
2 3
2 3
2 3
2 3
2 3
2 3
2 3
2 3
2 3

7=very true of me

5 6
5 6
5 6
5 6
5 6
5 6
5 6
5 6
5 6
5 6
5 6
5 6
5 6
5 6
5 6
5 6
5 6
5 6
5 6
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I=not true of me 7=very true of me

24. My relationships in church have
helped me recognize God's will for | 2 3 4 5 6 7
my life.

25. Pain and suffering in the world have
stirred me to greater awareness of 1 2 3 4 5 6 7
the purpose for my life.

26. It is difficult for me to explain my
life's purpose to others without | 2 3 4 5 6 7
referring to my relationship to God.

27.1serve where I am needed even if it
is inconvenient to me.

Part 3: Purpose in Life Test—Part A (Crumbaugh and Maholick 1969).

For each statement below circle the number to indicate the degree to which it describes
your typical thoughts or feelings.

1. T am usually:
completely bored
1 2 3 4
2. Life to me seems:
completely routine
1 2 3 4
3. In my life I have:
no goals or aims at all
1 2 3 4
4. My personal existence is:
utterly meaningless, without purpose
1 2 3 4
5. Every day is:
exactly the same
1 2 3 4
6. If I could choose, I would:
refer to never have been born
1 2 3 4
7. After retiring, I would:
loaf completely the rest of my life

1 2 3 4
8. In achieving life goals I have:
made no progress whatsoever
1 2 3 4

exuberant, enthusiastic
6 7

always exciting
6 7

very clear goals and aims
6 7

very purposeful, very meaningful
6 7

constantly new and different
6 7

like nine more lives like this one
6 7

do some of the exciting things
I've always wanted to.
6 7

progressed to complete fulfillment.
6 7



10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

9. My life is:
empty, filled only with despair running over with exciting, good
things.
1 2 3 4 5 6 7
If I should die today, I would feel that my life has been:
completely worthless very worthwhile.
1 2 3 4 S 6 7
In thinking of my life I:
often wonder why I exist always see a reason to being
here
1 2 3 4 5 6 7
As I view the world in relation to my life, the world:
completely confuses me fits meaningfully with my life
1 2 3 4 S 6 7
[am a
very irresponsible person very responsible person.
1 2 3 4 5 6 7
Concerning people’s freedom to make their own choices I believe people are:
completely bound by the limitations absolutely free to make all life
choices of heredity and the
environment
1 2 3 4 5 6 7
With regard to death, I am:
unprepared and frightened prepared and unafraid.
1 2 3 4 S 6 7
With regard to suicide, I have:
thought of it seriously as a way out never given it a second thought
| 2 3 4 S 6 7
I regard my ability to find a meaning, a purpose, or a mission in life as:
practically none very great
| 2 3 4 5 6 7
My life is:

18.

19.

20.

out of my hands and controlled in my hands and I am in control

of it by external factors

| 2 3 4 5 6 7
Facing my daily tasks is:
a painful and boring experience a source of pleasure and
satisfaction
| 2 3 4 5 6 7

I have discovered:
no mission or purpose in life clear-cut goals and a satisfying
life purpose

1 2 3 4 5 6 7
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Part 4: Ego Identity Process Questionnaire (Balistreri et al 1995)
Your honest answer to each item is very important. There is no right or wrong answer,
but for the scale to be useful,l you should choose the answer that seems to fit you best.

Please circle the response that is most true for you.

A = strongly disagree B = moderately disagree C = disagree
D = agree E = moderately agree F = strongly agree

1. I have definitely decided on the occupation I want to pursue.
A B C D E F

2. Idon’t expect to change my political principles and ideals.
A B C D E F

3. I'have considered adopting different kinds of religious beliefs.
A B C D E F

4. There has never been a need to question my values.
A B C D E F

5. I'am very confident about what kinds of friends are best for me.

A B C D E F

6. My ideas about men’s and women’s roles have never changed as I became older.
A B C D E F

7. I will always vote for the same political party.
A B C D E F

8. I have firmly held views concerning my role in my family.
A B C D E F

9. I have engaged in several discussions concerning behavior involved in dating
relationships.
A B C D E F

10. T have considered different political views thoughtfully.
A B C D E F

11. I'have never questioned my views concerning what kind of friend is best for me.
A B C D E F

12. My values are likely to change in the future.
A B C D E F



13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

21.

22.

23.

24.

25.

26.

168

When I talk to people about religion, I make sure to voice my opinion.
A B C D E F

I am not sure what type of dating relationship is best for me.
A B C D E F

I'have not felt the need to reflect upon the importance I place on my family.
A B C D E F

Regarding religion, my beliefs are likely to change in the near future.
A B C D E F

I have definite views regarding the ways in which men and women should behave.
A B C D E F

I'have tried to learn about different occupational fields to find the best one for me.
A B C D E F

I have undergone several experiences that made me change my views on men’s and
women’s roles.

A B C D E F

I have consistently re-examined many different values in order to find ones which are
best for me.
A B C D E F

I think what I look for in a friend could change in the future.
A B C D E F

I'have questioned what kind of date is right for me.
A B C D E F

I am unlikely to alter my vocational goals.
A B C D E F

I have evaluated many ways in which I fit into my family’s structure.
A B C D E F

My ideas about men and women’s roles will never change.
A B C D E F

I have never questioned my political beliefs.
A B C D E F
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27. I have had many experiences that led me to review the qualities that I would like my
friends to have.
A B C D E F

28. I have discussed religious matters with a number of people who believe differently
than I do.
A B C D E F

29. I am not sure that the values I hold are right for me.
A B C D E F

30. I have never questioned my occupational aspirations.
A B C D E F

31. The extent to which I value my family is likely to change in the future.
A B C D E F

32. My beliefs about dating are firmly held.
A B C D E F
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ABSTRACT
THE RELATIONSHIP OF THE PERCEPTION OF DIVINE CALLING

WITH IDENTITY DEVELOPMENT AND PURPOSE
IN CHRISTIAN ADOLESCENTS

George Lerman Siler, Jr., Ed.D
The Southern Baptist Theological Seminary, 2010
Chair: Dr. Brian C. Richardson

This dissertation explored the possibility of quantifying and measuring the
experience of divine calling to develop and utilize a biblically based instrument, the
Vectors of Calling Survey (VCS), with older Christian adolescents to discover the extent
of their encounter with God’s call. The measure was also used to explore the relationship
between calling, identity development, and purpose in life.

Divine calling was identified as a life-shaping experience for Christian
adolescents, available to all believers, and applicable to all of life. The need for divine
calling was juxtaposed to critical issues in post-modern adolescent development, such as
ambiguity, adult abandonment, excessive choices, and superficial spirituality. The effect
of calling was compared to the psychological concepts of identity, positive development,
purpose, and transcendence. A conceptualization of calling was developed from a review
of the biblical, historical and practical dimensions of divine calling. The study endorsed a

perspective of calling as the intersection of vectors, including listening to God,

discovering self, and embracing the world’s needs.



The development of the VCS included field testing, item analyses, revisions,
and validation. The research procedures of the study were explained, including the
administration of the VCS with the Ego Process Identity Questionnaire and the Purpose
in Life Test to freshman students at three Christian universities.

An analysis of findings provided details about the sample and the statistical
results. Data from the VCS indicated a sense of divine calling was largely present in the
research sample, likely to be expressed by beliefs more than behaviors, and positively
associated with identity achievement and purpose in life. A surprise was the significant
correlation between foreclosure and a sense of calling. Suggestions for improvements of
the research design were offered.

Among the conclusions derived from the study were these: (1) a strong sense
of calling strengthens identity; (2) calling has broader application than pre-defined
ministry roles; and (3) a sense of divine calling can be measured. Implications included
the need to advocate calling and to study calling from a developmental perspective.
Suggestions for further study included the effects of calling and the facilitation of

personal receptiveness to calling.
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