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ADVERTISEMENT.

TH E author of the following plain difcourfe, hopes
that its having proved acceptable to thofe for whofe
benefit it was compofed,’ and to whom it was addreffed
from the pulpit, may be confidered as a prefage of s
future acceptance and ufefulnefs. It is committed to the
prefs, though drawn up as may be eafily perceived with-
out the moft diflant view of its publication, at the requeft
of thofe to whom the author is under many obligations,
and who have a right lo his fervices. And it is his ardent
prayer, that whilft it may be confidered as a public me-
morial of the mutual affection and happinefs of minifter

 and people, the great end of it with vefpedi to both may be

abundantly anfwered !

Bristor, May 21,
1781,
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' -« 1 THESSAL. ii. 10, i 5

For WHAT 15 OUR HOPE, OR JOY, OR CROWN

'~ OF REJOICING? ARE NOT EVEN YE, IN. THE
PRESENCE OF OUR Lomrp Jesus Curist ar
‘HIS COMING ? :

THE epiftle from whence thefe words are

: taken, is addreffed by Paul, Sylvanus, and

Timotheus, to the church of the Theffalonians.

But the fentiments exprefled in it are by no means

. fuch as ought, or were intended to be confined

to the Theffalonians only, but are equally appli-

- cable to other churches and other minifters. And

. , O how happy mult it be, for any of the minif-
_ ters of Chrill to be able to fpeak of thofe to whom
- they minifter, as the apoftle and his colleagues
~ here fpeak of the Theffalonians? For our gof-
- pel, fay they, ver. 5 came not unto you in
- word only, but alfo in power, and in the Holy
Fady : Ghoft,
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Ghoft, and in much affurance, (ye had no man-
ner of doubt of the truth of it;) as ye know

.what manner of men we were among you

for your fake. And ye became followers of us,
and of the Lord, having received the word in
much affliction, with joy of -the Holy Ghott, fo
that ye were enfamples to all them that believe in
Macedonia and Achaia. And what a happinefs
it is when the minifters of Chrift are able to ap-
peal to God, and to the confciences alfo of thofe
among{t whom they have labored, with refpeét to
their own fidelity and zeal, as thefe ‘good men
here appeal to the Theflalonians! Ye are wit-
neffes, fay they, ver. 10, and God alfo, how
holily, and juftly, and unblameably we behaved
ourfelves amongft you that believe : Asyou know
how we exhorted, and comforted, and charged
every one of 'you, as a father doth his children,
that ye would walk worthy of God, who hath cal-
led you to his kingdom and glcry.  And we may
obferve from what follows, what it was that gave
the apoltles the greateft fatisfa&tion in their minif-
try, and which gives the greateft fatisfaltion to all
the faithful minifters of Chrilt : fee ver. 13. For this
caufe alfo thank we God without ceafing, becaufe
when ye received the word of God which ye
heard of us, ye received it not as the word of
men, (ye did not take it upon truft or receive it
merely upon our authority,) but, as it isin truth,

the

__h"qfie, the joy, and the crown of rejoicing of
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the word of God, which effe€tually worketh allo
in you that believe. How endearing and de-
lightful the conneftion which is hereby formed
betwixt the faithful minifters of Chrift and his be-
lieving people ! No wonder their hearts are unit-
ed together in Chriftian affe@ion, as the hearts of
Paul and his brethren evidently appear to have

~ been united to the church of the Theflalonians.

Being affettionately defirous of you, this is their
language, ver. 8, we were willing to have im-
parted unto you, not the gofpel of God only, but
alfo our own fouls, becaufe ye were dear unto us.
And ver. 17. We brethren, fay they, being
taken from you for a fhort time, (probably by the
violence of perfecution) in prelence, not in heart,
endeavored the more abundantly to fee: your face
with great defire. Wherefore we would have
come unto you, even I Paul, once and again,
but Satan, (by bis emiffaries,) hindered us. Then
come in the pathetic words firft read. For what
is our hope, or joy, or crown of rejoicing ? Are
not even ye, in the prefence of our Lord Jefus
Chrilt, at his coming? It follows, For ye are our
glory and joy. " :

In attempting an improvement of this fubje&,
we are naturally led to confider

I. When chriftian profeffors may be fiyled the

their faithful minifters ? And
. I1I. The

/

ol L SRS

5 ""‘-‘-1’




E* 3

I1. The folemn feafon in which they fball_B‘c
eminently fo. In the prefence of our Lord chu;s
Chrift at bis coming.

' K VV—hennm'ay chriftian profeffors be fiyled the

‘bope, the joy, and the crown of rejoicing of their .

faithful minifters? 'And may we not anfwer,

1. When they appear to be truly converted to
God. .

Not when they appear fplendid and gay, \?hen
the world fimiles upon them, and they bid f:alr to
become great. No; outward greatnefs is too
often produétive of inward leannefs and barren-
nels; and the church of God in the prefent ftate

* always thrives beft in the valley of humiliation and ~

affliflion. The funfhine of worldly profperity too
often proves fcorching and withering to the graces
of the chriftian life. And can it be any pleafure
to a chriftian minifter to have a rich, a gay peo-
ple, if they are not a godly people ? It certain-
ly cannot, till he is become himfelf as camal_ as
they. DBrethren, we wifh you outward profpenty,
if it pleafe God to give it you with a blcﬁ.ing, to
fanéify it to you, and to add no forrow to it: but
the firft and principal thing we are concerned

~ about is your inward {piritual prof?eriiy. In
your worldly intercourfes one with another, all -

you have to attend to is the ftate of one another’s

circumflances ; ‘who are and who are not, 1r; thre
enfe

[o]1]
fenfe of the world, good men, or refponfible. All
the Phyfician has to attend to is the ftate of your
bodies, whether they are healthy or fickly.  But
your minilters have to do '\vith.yqur fouls, with
your ftate godward, and that which alone can
give them pleafure is to fee that your fouls are in
health and profper. They travail in birth for you
till they fee Chrift formed in you the hope of
glory. They do not meafure their refpeét and
affeflion for you according to your outward ap-
pearance and circumftances, but according to the
apparent ftate of your fouls. Their firft enquiry
is, whofe image and fuperfcription ? Ts this foul

dead or alive? converted, of unconverted? Is.

this profeflor, and the other profeffor, a real
faint, a genuine chriftian ; or only a painted hy-
pocrite, a founding brafs, a tinkling c'yrhb‘al, hav-
ing a name to live, but being really dead?

 Your circumftances, my honored friends, at
this time, naturally lead me to re'comme‘,n’d‘ to y6u
a ferious enquiry as to this matter. You are a
profeffed church of Chrift. You have lately been
deprived of your honored and beloved paftor
who for many years had the care of you in the
Lord. You have given an affe&ionate invitation
to his furviving colleague to fucceed him in that
important charafter. Now upon fuch an occa-
fion you are naturally led not only to take a re-

view of your numbers and outward circumftances,

B ) but
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but efpecially to take a view of your .fpiritual
ftate and circumftances; and the minifter who is
called to take the overfight of you in the Lord is
in a very particular manner led to do the fame.
Every faithful minifter of Chrift is ready to adopt
the language of the apoftle: What is our hope,
or joy, or crown of rejoicing ? Are not even ye ?
Ye to whom we minifter, ye amonglt whom we
labor in word and doéirine, ye for whole fouls we
watch as thofe that muft give an account? As
though he had faid, All our comfort, all our hap-
pinels both here and hereafter depends under
God, upon you. 2P

But when are a people indeed the hope and joy
and crown of rejoicing of their minifters ? Why
not as we have feen, meerly when they are rich
and great in the world, umnlels they are alfo rich
in faith and good works; nor meerly when they
are pumerous. It is certainly very pleafing to
fee the vifible church of Chrift enlarged, to have
the numbers of the faithful increafed ; it feems to
be a kind of prelude to the glory of the latter day,

~when all the kingdoms of the world fhall become

the kingdoms of the Lord and of his Chrift, or to
the fill greater glory of the church of God in
heaven, which fhall be compofed of a number no
man {hall be able to number. But however laige
-and numerous a fociety may be, litle plealure
will arife hence to a godly minifter, unlefs this

number

TR

number be compofed of living converted fouls,
of fuch as have the root of the matter in them,
and have not only a name to live, but are really
alive. The privileges of the gofpel are compar-
ed to a feaft, and the fervants of Chrift are di-
seQed (o invite the guefts to this feaft, faying,
Come, for all things are now ready. Yea they
are commanded to compel men to come in that
his houfe may be filled. But would it give, think
ye, any pleafure to the Mafter of the feaft, or to
the fervants employed by him, to have his table
furrounded by a number of ghaftly dead corpfes ?
Could fuch guefts as thefe be the glory and joy of
any one ; or muft they not rather be 2 grief and
reproach to him ? What then are ye ? Let eachone
be ready to fay to himfelf, What am 1? Iam an
external member of the church of Chrift, but am
I an internal, {piritual member, a member of
Chrift’s myftical body ? Am I truly converted to
God ? Have I paffed from death to life? Am I
born from above ? Is there a new nature impart-
ed to me ; new principles implanted in me ? Do

"1 really hate fin and love holines? Do I
senounce all felf-confidence, and rejoice in

Chrift Jefus as my only and compleat Savior ?
Am I religious at heart ? Is my heart right with
‘God? Does he that knows the heart and knows
all things, know that I love him, that I count all

things lofs for the excellency of the knowledge of
: B2 him,
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him, and that I may be found in him ? Then it
is and then 'alope, that a profefling people are the
hope, anidl joy of their minifters, when they evi-
dently appear to be a truly converted people,
and to have religion at heart. Then it isthat a
real union is formed, and true fpiritual commu-
mon enpyed. My dear friends, what is the chaﬂ'
to the wheat ; what is the {hadow without the fub-
Rance é tbe'name without the reality ? There can
be no nati_xrjal'ez,njoyment without natural life, and
how, think ye, can there be any f{piritual enjoy-
ment without fpiritual life ? Are you then, or are
you not fpiritually alive ? Are you in a fpiritual
fenfe dead corples, or are you living fouls? Are
your names enrolled, not merely in the records
of this part of the vifible church on earth, but are
they written in the book of life in heaven ? Exa-
mine yourfelves whether ye be in the faith, prove
your ownfelves ; know ye not your ownfelves how
that Jefus Chrift is in you, except ye be repro-
bates ? Again ,

2. When a profefling people grow in graeq,
and in the knowledge of their Lord, and Savxqr
Jefus Chrift, then are they the hope, the j Joy,
and crown of I.hCll‘ minifters.

. This appears to have been the cafe. vmh the
The[falomans in_an eminent manner: for we
not only read in the firft epiftle addrefled to them,
that the gofpel came to them not in word only

but

F ]

~but alflo in power ; but in the fecond epiftle, chap.

1. ver. 3. We are bound, fays the apottle, to
thank God always for you brethren as it is meet,
becaufe that your faith groweth exceedinglys
The church of God is fometimes compared to &
garden, a garden enclofed: Now what is more
defirable in a garden, than to fee the various
plants and flowers that may be placed in it grow
and advance to maturity ? And is it not the duty
and privilege of the profeffing people of God, to
grow in grace, and in the knowledge of their Lord
and Savior Jefus Chrift ? They that be planted in
the houfe of the Lord fhall flourifh it is faid, in
the courts of their God, yea they fhall bring forth
fruit unto old age, they fhall be fat and flourifh-
ing. What pleafure can we take in a garden if
the plants that are planted in it do not grow and
thrive, but on the contrary wither, languifh and
decay ? And what pleafure can a minifter derive
from his connettion with a church of Chrift, if the
members of that church do not grow ; grow in
fpiritual knowledge, the knowledge of the- things
of God, and the knowledge of their own hearts ;
grow in {piritual experience, an experience of the
power of the golpel, its power to relieve their

conlciences, to purify their hearts, and infpire

them with joy and peace in believing ; in a word,
if they do not grow in faith, in love, and univer-
fal holinefs? O that you my friends of this con-

’ gregation,
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gregation, may thus grow and thrive in the things
of God and religion ! So will you be the joy and
comfort of thofe who may minifter to you, and
the crown of their rejoicing, in the day of the
meafure from felfifh motives, frgm a regard to
my own comfort and happinefs,”yet as you are
alfo deeply interefted in it, permit me earnelftly
to entreat you, in the diligent and faithful ufe of
the means of grace, to grow in grace, to advance
in the divine life, to go on unto perfeftion. This
we with, wifth above all things, even your per-
fe€lion. We long to fee you become in the di-
vine life &ronger and ftronger. Donotrefltin a
mere profeffion, or in merely keeping up the ex-
ternal credit of your profeflion ; but letit be your
concern to experience more and more of the
true fpirit, and power, and pleafure of it in your
hearts. Let the fame mind be in you which was
in the great apoftle of the Gentiles, who fets him-
felf before believers as an example for their
imitation in the following {pirited manner. See
Phil. iii. 12. “ Not as though I had already at-
tained, either were already perfeét; as though he
had faid, I am far from thinking fo,”=—but I
follow after, if that I may apprehend that, for
which alfo 1 am apprebended of Chrift Jefus.
Brethren, I count not myfelf to have apprehend-
‘ed, but this one thing I do, forgetting thofe things
' which

Lord Jefus. Permit me then, thoulgh itbe in a -

‘i —-.--dl;iv;' -“] ." -
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which are behind, and reaching forth to thofe

things which are befo\re,\ I prefs towards the mark

for the prize of the high calling of God in Chrift

Jefus. He then adds, Let us therefore as many
as be perfed, that is truly converted and defirous
of going - on unto perfe&ion, be thus minded;
;hat is, not count that we have apprehended, but
prefs forwards towards the mark. You fhould
fet no bounds to your divine attainments, but in
knowledge, in faith, in love, in holinefs, we
would fiill fpeak to you as Moles was commanded
to fpeak to the Ifraelites, that you go forward,
flili advancing, fill reaching forth and prefs-
ing towards the mark, till your Malfler’s voice
from amidlt the angelic throng fhall rejoicé your
inmoit hearts, faying to you, Come up hither !
The language of your minifters is, What is our
bope, or joy, or crown of rejoicing? Are not "
even ye ? But how can you be truly fo, unlefls
you are growing, thriving chriflians ?

. 3.-Then may a profefling people be confider-
ed as the hope and joy and crown of their minif-
ters when they walk worthy of the vocation where-
with they are called, and abound in the fruits of
righteoufnefs which are by Jefus Chrift to the
praife and glory of God.

When the apoftle Paul was a prifoner at Rome
and knew not whether he fhould ever fee the
members of the church at Ephefus any more till

R he
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he met them at the bar of God, he addreffes the
following pathetic exhortation to them. Eph.iv. 1.
I therefore the prifoner of the Lord befeech you,
that ye walk worthy of the vocation wherewith ye
are called. And what more fuitable exhortation
[ 3 can be addreffed to you my friends upon tlic pre-

fent occafion ? Would you indeed be the hope,
and joy, and crown of rejoicing, of him whom
you have now invited to take the charge of you
: in the Lord : furely then it cannot but be your
earneft concern to receive the word of exhorta-
‘ tion, and under the influence of divine grace to
' walk worthy of the vocation wherewith ye are
! called. T
" Remember, religion fhould be confidered by
', you as your vocation; your bufinefs, the moft im-
i portant bufinefs you have to atterd to. And if
you expeél to thrive and profper in this bufinefs,
you muft mind it, you muft attend to it, or asthé
I apoftle elfewhere exprefles it, be diligentin bufi-
nefs, ferventin fpirit, ferving the Lord. If many
chriftians attended to their worldly bufinefs in that
poor cold heartlefs manner in which they attend
to religion, would they profper, would they go
forward in the world? No; but they would foon
come to poverty and ruin. And what is faid of
Chriftian profeffors who inftead of going forward
in the ways and things of God and religion, in-
ftead of holding on their way, and enduring to
’ the

| -:! , '
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the end, draw. back? Is it not faid; that they

draw back unto perdition? The, righteous it is
faid, fhall hold on his way ; but if we do not hold
on our way, what have we to do with‘-the
privileges or promifes of the righteous ? The pri-
vileges and promifes of God’s. people are.all de-

fign'd to encourage and firengthen them in duty,

not to make them ealy in the negle& of it: Too
many evidently confider religion as an occafional
thing, rather than as their proper ftated bufinefs,
and no wonder therefore they make no greater
progrels in it, and derive nomoic;a_dvam;gei or
plealure from it. Butlet usremember, smy friends,
that religion is our bufinefs, our vocation, amj

that whatever others . do, it is incumbent upon us

to ferve the Lord. . 4 061

- Religion is the yocation wherewith ‘we -are.cal-
led. We are called by the word, ‘the 'minilters,
the grace and fpirit .of .God; called to be faints,
called with this vocation, this high. calling, called

according to. God’s purpofe.  Called to ferveand

honor. God here, to fhine as lights in the world,
bolding forth the word of life ; and called to ferve
God, and enjoy his prefence and favor in heaven-
for.ever. Think then my fellow chriftians;when
you are tempted ;to aft an unfuitable part, that
you are called. to, be faints, called to be chriftians,
and that it is therefore in every view highly un-
becoming in.you, in -any, refpeét to negle&t or be
§ C indifferent
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indifferent about that grand bufinefs to which you
are called. Your language when tempted to fin,
fhould be that of Jofeph ;-—How fhall I do this
great evil and fin again® God ? I, that have been
called by his grace, called out of darknels "into
marvellous light, out of bondage into the glorious

liberty of the children of God ; called from death

to life, from' the fervice of fin to the fervice of
God; called to run the race fet before me, and to

préfs towards the mark for the prize of my high

calling in Chrift Jefus: I cannot, I dare not do it.

11f profeffing” chriftians - would indeed be the
hope and joy and crown of their minifters, it
fhould be their concern and earneft defire in the
firength of divine grace to walk worthy of that
high vocation wherewith they are called.

- As there is a- propriety of behavior fuited to
perfons ‘of every other rank and charaéter, fo
there moft certainly is a peculiar propriety of
behaviour fuited to thofe who fuftain the chriftian
profeffion and charalter. A mechanic is not ex-
pefled to behave in every refpect as a fuperior
tradefman, nor a tradefman to emulate the appear-
ance and ftate of a nobleman. There is a certain
line of conduét, the obfervation of which, accord-
ing to our different flations, tends ‘to exalt our
refpeRive charafters. In other words, there isa
certain kind of behavxbur which may be confidered
as worthy the vocation ' wherewith we' are called.

And

L w91

And this, this my friends, is what the mininers us
Chrift earneftly with you.to attend to with refpe&:
to that vocation, that high and holy vocation.
wherewith you are called. - And it is your privi-:
lege, your higheft intereft as well as moft incum-
bent duty fo to do., _
Permit:me then to rcmmd you this evening,

~ 1. Of that conduét which is worthy of the vo-
cation wherewith you are'callcd, with refpeét to
the duties of the clofet. - c3b

~ For a chriftian’ feldom oor ever to retire and
convveq(,'e‘ with God ;nd his own heart, is as greata
contradiétion as for. a. tradefman feldom or ever
to be in his fhop, orthe merchantin his accompt-
ing houfe, Is religion the bufinefs of the
Chriftian, and has he no affairs to tranfat with
God in fecret? . How abfurd the fuppofition !
The chief bufinefs of the' chriftian is betwixt God
and the foul. And this bufinefs cannot be carried
on amidf the din of perpetual diffipation and hur-

ry, but requires folitude and calm retirement. It

is when a man through defire feparates himfelf, at
convenient feafons, from the noife of the world, that
he feeketh and intermeddleth with that heavenly
wifdom, the merchandize whereof is better than
that of filver, and the gain thereof than fine gold.
A merchant or tradefman that was never to trou-
ble himfelf about the ftate of his accompts and
bufinels, might as reafonably expefl to profper in

C2 his
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his worldly affairs, as the *ehn{han that ‘negleéts-

the duties of “the clofet expe@ to profper in the

affairs of his foul and religion. And would the

merchant or ‘tradefman that a8ed in fuch a man-
ner be confidered as walking worthy of the voca-

tion wherewith he was called ? Certainly he would

ot ; nor can the chtiftian be confidered as walk-
ing worthy of' his vocation, who negle&ts the im-
portant and delightful duties of the clofet. Ler
me then my dear friends ea’rﬁelﬂy recommend it

~ to you to be mueh alone, to be inftant in prayer,

to pray without ceafing, that is morning and even-

~ ing, like the morning and evening facrifice under

the law, to read the word of God, to meditate
apon 'it, to fearch and “try your own" deceitful
hearts by it, anid to beg‘of God to fearch and try
them. Humble yourfelves daily before him, con-
fefs your fins to him, plead the promiles of his

_love, the blood and righteoufnels of your dear

Redeemer, your elder brother, wrefile with'him,
pour out your hearts before him; in' a word,
dfah’ﬁigh to God, and he will draw nighto you.
Declenifions in religion generally begin at the
clofit doort nor can 2y thing be more unworthy
of (he chriftian profeffion and chara@ler than a
negle& of the duties of retirement. A prayerlels

chriflian is as great a contradiftion as a breathing
flatue.  Were we more in the mount of commu-
nian with God, our faces would fhine, our tem-

PErs,
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pers, our. lives would fhine more than_they do,.
and it would be evident to all around us that we
had been wnth _[cfus and learned of him. It m;
ccrtamly owmg very much to the negleét of the
fecret duties of the clofet, that there is no more.

(of the power and plealure of the divine life expe-

rienced by Profeﬂing chriftians.  If profeffors,
were but as conﬂant and earneft in their clofets, as.
thcy are in their purfuits of the world, O what
bright illuftrious charalers would they be, and
how_would they glonouﬂy adorn the do&nne of
(;od their Saviour ! _
2. Let us confider the behakur tha& is ﬁ.med
to the chriftian_ charalter in the famlly
Are we heads of families, furely then we cannot
walk worthy of the vocation wherewith we are
called, if we do not command our houfeholds after
us tq keep the may:of the Lord. Is it fuitable to
the ¢ ghara&er of chriftian families to be like heas
;hen families tban call not upon God’s name, and
upon whom the Lord hath declared he will pour
out his fury ? And yet are there not many fuch
families éméng& chriftian profeffors? But furely
this is not walking worthy of the vocation where-
with we are called, but greatly dilhonoring ous
chriftian charatter. The language of the chriftian
fhould be, not only, as for me, but alfo, and my
houfe, my children, my fervants, my domeficks
of every rank, we will ferve the Lord: we will
daily
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daily call upon his name together, read his word
and as a famlly feek hxs b’]eﬂing And fuch fami-

lies, for the moft) part, how happy are they ! They
are nurferies for the church of God, tifey are’
nurferies for heaven.  Or, if pfofe{ﬁng chriftians’
are only fervants in the families to which they -
belong, there is'a meek, humble, diligent con-

du& and bebavxour mcumbent upon them, by

.....

adomcd.

" 3.Letus confider the condu‘& that is Ornamcmal"

to the chriftian chara&er, in the' thurch of God.
* And here we' may very nnmfaﬂy confider the
condul of - profefling ' chriftians - with refpe@t to
iﬁe:r minifter, and with refpe@& to one another.
“"Iris undoubtedly the duty of Chriftians to love
all the faithful minifters of Chrift wﬁthout excep-
tion, but pamCular‘Iy thofe who may be fet over
them in the" Lord They "are fet over you by
your own' ‘defire and regueﬁ and fhould therefore
be hngbly efteemed in love by you, for their
work’s fake. And this fincere cordial love to them
will lay ari effetual foundatlon for the dxfcharge
ofall the other duﬁes you owe them. Such as, for
inftance, to pray for them; to pray earneftly and

* affe@ionately that the Lord would affift, firengthen

and blefs them, that his grace may be fufficient
for them, and'ihat"thc word of the Lord may run
and be glorified as miniftered by them. When a
people

freg. ]

people do not thus pray for their minifter, what
love can they have for him as a minifter, or how

can they expe& a bleffing . from the word dlfpenf-.

ed by him ? Brethren, fays the apoftle, pray for
us. As though he had faid, whatever yon ‘fprgel
concerning us, do not forget to pray for us. For
my own part I can truly fay I elicem it one of
the moft valuable expreffions of the love of a fel-

low member, to pray for me. Your minifters

need your prayers, they defire your prayers, and
to deny or withold from them this privilege is un-
kind and cruel, nor can thofe who do- fo be faid
to walk worthy of the vocation wherewith, they

~ are called. You fhould alfo know thofe that la-

bor amonglt you. Their perfons you cannot but,
know, but more than this isintended. You fhould
know them under their various affliCtions and trials,
affe@tionately fympathifing with them, and bear-
ing their burdens for them. And in enumerat-
ing the duties of a people to their minifter, I can-
not avoid memwmng, your domg what you can,
as you have ever been abundamly ready to do, to
provide for him honorably and comforlably A
mlmﬁer may wave this right to an honorable fup-
port where the people have not an ability ade-
quate to it, or if provxdem:e hath o;herwxfe provid-
ed for him, he may devote a part or the whole of
his income as a minifter to the purpofes of benevo-
!ence and hofpuahty ; but a people can never be

excufed

.
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excufed from the faithful difcharge of this duty,
according to their ability, fince it is Gop him-
felf, and not man that hath orpaINED that fhey,

which preach the gofpel fhould live of the gofpel.

Itis alfo the duty of chriftians to fubmit them.
felves to thofe that have the rule over them in the
Lord. Sce Heb. xiii. 17. Obey them that have
the rule over you, and fubmit yourfelves, for,they
watch for your fouls as thofe that muft give an ac.
count. ‘Though the minifters of Chrift are by no
means to have dominion over the faith or con-
feiences of their people, yet they certainly ought
to have the rule over them in the Lord; and
whilft they prefide in the difcipline of the houfe of

'in a manner agreeable to his word, it is the
duty of the people to fubmit to them.  And final.
ly, itis the duty of profeffing chriftians to attend
upon the miniftration of the word and ordinances
by their minifter. Have they voluntarily called
him to preach the word to them, and is it there-
fore his duty at the appointed feafons to do jt ?
Surely then it muft be their duty, if able to attend,
to be prefent to hear the word preached by him.
Is it his duty to inftru&@ them; it mult then be
their duty to be inftru&ted by bim. And fo with
refpettto all the duties incumbent upon a minifter,
they fuppole and imply reciprocal correfponding
duties incumbent upon the people. A chriftian
profeflor that walks in this refpe& worthy of his

% chriftian
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chritian vocation, will be regular, conftant and
ferious, in"his attendance upon the means of grace
in the fociety to which he may have particularly
givgn himfelf up according to the will of God, and
as he defires to be himfelf firengthened, fo will he
endeavor to ftrengthen the heart and hands of
his minifter in the work to which he is called.
Upon the whole, then does a chriftian walk wor-
thy of his vocation with refpe& to his minifter,
when he efteems him highly in love for his work’s
fake, and that love exprefles itfelf in fuch ways
and methods as prove it to be genuine and fincere,
And this love I may obferve will cover a multi-
tude of imperfeftions. Minilters are men of like
paflions with others; and as it is their duty to
bear with the weak and the froward amongft their

_people, fo fhould the people be ready, if need be,

to bear with them. Rebuke not an elder, but in-
treat bim as a father.

With' refpett to the behavior of chriftian pro-
feffors in the church one to another, whether they
are officers, deacons in the church, or only pri-
vate members, they have particular direfions
given them for their conde& in the word of God,
to which it is happy both for themfelves and thofe
conneéled with them, when they are enabled to at-
tend. Inthe general, itisthe duty of fellow mem-
bers to love one another, to bear one another's
burdens, to put away all clamor and bitternefs,
D and
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and wrath, and anger, and evil-fpeéking, with
all malice, and to be kind one to another, ten-
der hearted, forgiving one another, even as God
for Chrift fake hath forgiven them, to prefer one
another in love, and to provoke one another unto
love and good works. In a word, to be followers
of God as dear children, and to walk in love as
Chrift alfo hath loved them and given himfelf for
them ; with all lowlinefs and meeknefs, as the
apoftle exprefles it, Eph. iv. e, 3, with long-fuf-
fering, forbearing one another in love, and en-
deavoring to kesp the unity of the fpirit in the
bond of peace : till they all come, fee ver. 1 3, in
the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of the
Son of God, unto a perfe&t man, unto the mea-
fure of the ftature of the fulnefs of Chrift; from
whom, as it follows, ver. 16, the whole body fitly
Joined together,and compaéted by that which every
joint fupplieth, according to the effeGtual working
in the meafure of every part, maketh increafe of
the body, unto the edifying of itfelf in love. Bleffed
are thofe fervants, it may be truly faid, whom
their Lord when he cometh fhall find fo doing!
Bleffed are thofe fervants, who whether in a pri-
vate or public ftation in the houfe of God, fhall
be found thus walking in the church militant,
worthy of the vocation wherewith they are called,
for furely an abundant entrance thall be minifter-

ed
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ed unto them into the church triumphant. But'it
will be proper to confider,

4. The behavior that is fuitable to the chriftian
charaéter, in the world.

Too many when they are in the world, entirely
forget that they are Chriftians, or at leaft that they
profefs to be fo. But canit be walking worthy of
our vocation as chriftians, to be unjuft, fraudu-
lent, oppreflive, profane, vain and impious? To
run into all the gayeties and amufements of a dii-
fipated age? No, Sirs, we are to remember that
if we are chriftians indeed we are not of the world,
but called out of it, and fhould take care there-
fore to keep ourfelves from being fpotted and de-
filed by it, and that we be not conformed to it
in any of its finful praftices and ways. There
are fome worldly men, who with refpe& to their
behavior in the things of the world might well

‘put to the bluth many profefled chriflians. O my

friends, let me entreat you never to forget your
chriftian charaéter and profeflion. We do not
expeft you to be always alike grave, every
thing is beautiful in its fealon ; we do not ex-
pet you to be always reading, or always pray-
ing, or always hearing the word of God; but
we do expeét you, and we moft tenderly in-
treat and befeech you always to remember you
are chriftians. When you mix with company,
faid Plato to his difciples, to preferve yourlelves

“Da from
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from alting below the dignisy-ofgour charatters
as philofophers, let each one often repeat to him-
{elf, «“ I am a philofopher.” And with how much
greater propriety fhould the chriftian be ever rea-
d)i to fay to himfelf, ** I am a Chriftian.” What
grealér, what nobler, what more honorable and
~important charafter can there be? ¢ It is the
-higheft ftyle of man.” And yet alas, how ofien is

/" it debafed and difhonored by its profeflors! Shall

it be fo by you my friends of this community ? I
hope, I truft it will not, but that your light will
fo {hine before men, that others feeing your goad
works will be led to glorify your father who is in
heaven.

The external walk and bebavior of profeffing
chriftians is of the greatel} confequence not. only
to their own comfort, but to the honor and glory
of God, and the happinels of all around them.
For though real religion includes a great deal more
in it than meer morality, yet there can be no true
religion without morality, and it is by our outward
moral conduét and behavious that our religioys

- charaéters mult be judged of, The world;arqund
-us capnot fee our hearts, but they can fee our

lives. They can fee wheiher a man be juft and
honelt in his dealings, fober and temperate, hum-
ble and benevolent, delighting to do good, and

‘to communicate to the utnfoft of his power to thofe

that need his affitance; or whether he be covet-

ous,

[ 29 1

~ous, proud, - intemperate, dithoneft. - Whether

we are good or bad parents, good or bad children,
good or bad hufbands or wives, mafters or fer-

yants ; in a word, whether in the feveral connec-
tions in which we ftand we do more than others,
~as may be jullly expeQed from our profeffion and
_chara&er, or whether, whilft in words we profefs

to be the Lord’s, in works we deny him. Our
fervants and thofe around us can eafily fee whe-

ther we worfhip God in our families, or live as

others that make no profeffion of religion, with=

' out God in the world. = It may be eafily feen, and

it is often feen and obferved by more than we are
aware of, whether we are conftant and fteady in
our attendance on the means of grace, and appear
to love the habitation of God’s houle and the place
where his honor dwelleth, embracing with plea-

fure every opportunity that is in our power for

that purpole; or, whether we appear to flight the
_means of grace and to make light of them. Whe-
- ther we appear to love one another, and to pro-
“voke ‘one another unto love and good works, or
to be full of fecret envyings, as alas is too often
the cafe, and jealoufies one againit another. Whe-
ther, like Diotrephes, each one is firiving for the
pre-eminence, or in honor ready to pfefer one
the other. A fociety of profeffing chriftians real-
ly converted to God, and atling in. cha.ra&er, fil-
ling up the duties of their refpettive ftations, wa.lk-

ing




[ 31

ing worthy of their high vocation, and by their

behavior in the clofet, in the family, in the church
and in the world, adorning the doétrine of Goci
their Savior in all things, united firmly together
in love to Chrift and love 1o one another, friy.
ing together for the faith and prattice of the gof-
pel, bearing one another’s burdens, fympathiﬁbg
with one another under their various afflitions
aud fo fulfilling the law of Chrift, praying with
and for one another, and being ready to do all in
their power to promote one another’s comfort and
edification: how venerable, how pleafing a fight !
Who can help exclaiming with Balaam, when he
beheld Ifrael abiding in their tents according to
their tribes, How goodly are thy tents O Jacob
?nd thy tabernacles O Ifrael! I haye no grcate;
joy fays the good old apoftle John, than to fee my
children walk in the truth. And now we live, fays
Paul, if ye fland faft in the Lord, And, i’n h)i,s
-epiftle to the Philippians, ch. 4, ver.1. There-
fore my brethren, dearly beloved and longed for,
my joy and crown, fo ftand faft in the Lord, dear-
ly beloved. And in the words of our text, For
what is our hope, or Jjoy, or crown of rejoicing ?
Are not even ye in the prefence of our Lord Je-
fus Chrift at his coming ? Which leads us to con-
fider as was propoled in the

I1. Place. Thé folemn feafon in which fuch a
profefling people as has been defcribed, fhall be
cmincntly
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eminently the hope and joy and crown of their
minifters. In the prefence of the Lord Jefus
Chrift at his coming.

The great event to which true Chriftians have
conftant refpeét, and in the habitual view of which
they defire to live, is the coming of Chrift; his
fecond coming, his coming to judge the world in
righteoufnefs, to be admired in his faints and glo-
rified in all them that believe. Our converfation,
or citizenfhip as it might be rendered, Phil. iii.
20, is in heaven, from whence alfo we look for
the Savior Jefus Chrift, who fhall change our vile
body and fafhion it like his own glorious body.
We muft all ftand before the judgment-feat of
Chrift : Minifters and pecple, high and low, rich
and poor without diftinétion. And at this impor-
tant period, when the trumpet fhall found, the
Judge defcend, and the dead be raifed ; when he
who once appeared in a ftate of outward meannefs
and infamy, fhall come to judge the world in all
the pomp of celeftial majefty and glory : How aw-
ful will the meeting be around his bar, of thofe
myriads of myriads that fhall be affembled there !

There my dear friends, you muft meet with your
former minifters who have gone in and out before
you, watched over you, and broke the bread of
life toyou: There you muft meet with him that
now addrefles you, and there, he expeéts to meet
with you. But what fort of a meeting will it be ?

will
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Will it be a joyful or a forrowPul one ? Will your

minifters meet you there with Joy, or grief? Wil

they meet you there on the right-hand of the Jjudge

oron the left ? Wil they meet you there, am
:of;tohwhom it fhall be faid, Come ye ’blelfzggo(:‘
y Father, inherit the kingdo
- from before the foundation if ::ep::rl)):l:ie? f‘)): Y‘.’;:
they behold any of you amongft thoﬁ; unh‘z‘:l
?y wretches to whom it fhall be faid, De a}:;
. l;om me, I know ye not, ye workers ofinfqu?t !
Depart from me ye curfed, into everlafting bu .
ings .prep.ared for the devil and his angels ?g 3
What is our hope in the prefence of the Lord
Jefus Chrift at this his awful final comin br f
that we fhall meet you on the right-hand E,f' t}:]t
Judge, amongft thofe that fhall be owned and :
knowledged by him as his faithful fervants ? ‘y:’c-
hope t!mt you will then not be found wantin ' b "
found in him who is the life and falvation ofg,th uft
tba.t truf in him, found vitally  united o h'o .
favmgl.y interefted in him. What isour h ]m?’
What is the great objeét of it : are not evenope’;’
Yes, ye are our hope : our hope centers in );e :
an.d your everlafting falvation can alone fulfil 1); o
And what js our joy ? What is our joy no. ¢
are not even ye? Yes, as far as you appear t ‘;.
'rea] chriftians, truly converted to Godp r vieh
in grace, walking worthy of your high’vgc::\i,mg
adorning your chriftian profeflion, and aboundzwng,

in
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in the fruits of righteoufnefs, ye are our glory and

joy. And will ye not be our joy in the day of the
Lord Jefus? Shall we not then meet you, with
tranfports of delight that cannot be defcribed! O
who can conceive the joy that fhall arife in the
hearts of faithful minifters, when they fhall mecet
thofe to whom they miniftered the word of life, :
and for whom they travailed in birth to fee Chrilt
formed in them ; when they fhall meet them at the
right-hand of the Judge, partaking of his blifsfu]
fmiles, and welcomed into his everlafting’ joy !
What, whatis this but the crown of their re-

- joicing ; that which completes their joy, exalts it

10 its noon-tide point, and gives the rivet of eter-
nity ! Next to their owh falvation, what can re=
joice them more, than to be the happy witnelles of
the falvation of thofe, who by their inftrymentali-
ty were brought to the knowledge and enjoyment.
of fuch an immenfe privilege.

But thould there be any of you then found at
the left hand, what agonies will rend your guilty
fouls, and where, oh where will you fly, to hide
your confufion or efcape your inevitable doom ?.
R can only add, Brethren, my heart’s defire, and
fervent unfeigned prayer to God for every one of
you, is that you may be faved ; and be my hope,
and joy, and crown of rejoicing, as well as of
other minifters who have heretofore difpenfed the
- word of life unto you, in the prefence of the Lord -

Jefus Chrift at his coming!
Fae EN D.
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