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My concluding article in the Beliefnet.com dialogue, “Are Mormons ‘Christians?,‘” is now
posted and can be found here. An excerpt:

The debate has never been about whether Mormons are good Americans or would make
good neighbors. I dare say that most American Evangelicals and traditional Roman Catholics
would find more in common with Mormons in terms of child-rearing, sexual morality, the
protection of marriage and family, and a host of other issues, than they would with liberal
Catholics or liberal Protestants. No argument there.

The debate is not over Mitt Romney or his right to run for President of the United States. That
is a settled constitutional fact – and a fact for which we should all be thankful. Nor is it about

whether Evangelicals should vote for Mitt Romney. There is so much to admire in the man’s marriage and family and
leadership ability. This question is very complicated – as is the case with almost all political questions.

The debate is not over the right of Mormons to hold their faith, promote their faith, and spread their faith. That, too, is a
constitutional right – the same right that protects the religious liberty of all persons of all faiths and no faith.

For me, and as the question was posed to me, the issue is theological. That is why I cannot answer the question
except as I have from the start.

Here is the bottom line. As an Evangelical Christian – a Christian who holds to the “traditional Christian orthodoxy”
of the Church – I do not believe that Mormonism leads to salvation. To the contrary, I believe that it is a false gospel that,
however sincere and kind its adherents may be, leads to eternal death rather than to eternal life.

Indeed, I believe that Mormonism is a prime example of what the Apostle Paul warned the Church to reject – “a
gospel contrary to the one we preached to you” [Galatians 1:8-9].

And thus I must end where I began. Mormonism is not just another form of Christianity – it is incompatible with
“traditional Christian orthodoxy.”
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